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BOMBAY TOWN AND ISLAND. 





CHAI>TER V. 

JUSTICE. 


A va^no If'^islalivo and Jnditjial alitlionly was granted to 

^lie C(jmj)any l\v the Ciwvtev of ICOl, long before they possested any 
tern'torv. A eimilar grant Avns made in clearer terms l>y Charles II. 
nlio (lOOS) ceded lioinbay to tJic Company in full sovercignt}', with 
power to make laws and to administer justice according to the laws of 
1‘jngland, Tlie follomug oi-dcrs to provide for the administration of 
jnslice were issued at a Consultation held in Bombay on the 2nd 
I’ehniary 1670 : 


'J lie Governor and Council, in pnrsnance of the Honourable Com- 
pany's oj-der coiieeriiing.-i Court of .Tudicature for deciding of differences 
between Jiarty and liavtj'j as also eoncerning justices of the peace and 
constables for the cause .and ends therein spocilied, have scrionsly 
considered the present state of affaii'S within this island together with 
the inimlicr .and qnalifiealions of Englishmen thereon, who being able 
for such a trust can ho spared from other necessary scrvucc. Like- 
wise the convenience in this junetiiro of time and promulgation of 
new laws of suiting the present Government to the natives by a con- 
currence with Englishmen in matters of smaller importance to the end 
tluvt justice may lie duly administered, that tlie inhabitants may have 
tile greater satisfaction in the execution of the laws, and that all 
things may proceed the more rognlar. After mature deliberation and 
oeliato, they resolve and conclnde as follows; The island of Bombay 
to be divided into two distinct precincts, one comprebending Bombay 
alazgaon and Girgaon ; and the other Mdhim Parcl Sion AVarli and 
the luckcrys (P.nkliadis or hamlets) thereunto belonging. In each 
ol those ]irccincls there shall ha live justices who besides the particulars 
expressed in the laws sluill have power to receive, hear, tiy, and 
determine all hills plaints jictitions and actions for sums of mouej' 
not exceeding the value of live XcrapUins (Us. 3[,). Tothis end those 
of ilic fiist precincts shall convene in the Custom House of Bomhav' 
(near the jircscnt Town Barracks) every Friday af eight o'clgfijc,. . 
in the inoiming and those of the second precincts in the CusttijiSi 
House of jliihim on every 'Wednesdaj'- at ,thc- s-ime hour. Pro\'idcd 
niwius that the respective customers (ensttms ofiieers) of Bomhaj’' 
ana aMnlnm l«mg Englishmen be ahVa-yfiLpiesbiit' and incside as 
^iV.? respective courte^ '•rand.'Jhree to make a quormiu 
^ Coni’ts shall chooso'.thcir oma Perbes (Parhliu 

Li ‘sj and other officers necessary j and" appoint them such moderate 


it”'®® ”1 1* special paiii'oi 

U'o..) u, ,,u.s„ic, a»,l wis 11„. title of.rnife -■ 

a lOiiC— I 


m o!uccr'\v;p^iiftorwanls appiti*. 
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BOMBAY TOWN 


fees ds shall not be burdensome or grievous to the people ; and shall 
keep an exact registei* of all their sentences, resolutions, executions, 
and iudgments whatsoever ; and deliver authentic copy thereof 
quarterly to the Deputy Governor and Council. Moreover that in 
every parish within either of these precincts above mentioned thcie 
shall be one constable who for an ensi^ of his office shall carry a staff 
tipped with silver and tl» Company's arms thereupon engraved, and 
sliall attend those Courts as necessity requires. And lastly in regaid 
theie is to be no other Court of judicature for decision of other caii'-c 
and difference between party and party through want of men able and 
underatanding in the laws, the Deputy Governor and Conneil skll' 
convene in Court every Tuesday fiom 8 to 11 in the forenoon and 
fiom 1 to 3 in the afternoon uduiin the foi-t then and there te receiic, 
try, and decide all appeals (if any shall be made) from inferior courts, 
as also all actions titsasonablc, felonious, capital, or criminal, which in 
any way relate to the public government and ciril polity of the island 
and the Compan j'’s interest and estate thereupon, as well as all suits and 
actions whatsoever between man and man for lands, goods, and sums 
of money above the value of 200 Xeraphins. In this Court as provided , 
in the laws, all trials shall be by a jm-y, and exact registers of their 
jiroceodings shall be kept that the equity thereof may appear to all 
whom it may ooncem.^ 

The same Consultation, 2nd February 1670, contains the follouing 
ordere inlating to the publication of a code of laws, of which code no tiucc ' 
seems to be extant : It is unanimously resolved tliat those laws which 
concern the administration of justice and common right, the form of 
judicatuin, and the penalties appointed against profaneness, bleaches 
of morality, and civil government, shall be translated into the Poitii* 
guese and Kstnavese languages and be published with all convenient 
speed, and the othera deferred till further consideration.® 

A Bombay Consultation dated 31st January 3670 refeis to an oidcr 
of the Honourable Company tliat all cases of difference between 
English and Porhugals he decided by a jury half English half 
Portugal.® 

Eegaiding the first Bombay Procedure Code a Surat letter dated 
16th May 1 672 lias the following : Mr. George Wilcox has informed 
that ho hath drami up a form of legal proceedings nhich ho intended 
to present to the Govenior Mr. Aungier on liis anival at Bomkay. 
Tills foiTO we would liavc Mr, Wilcox send up hithei- that we m^' 
debate and consider thcicof.* 

ji'Surat letter to Bombay, dated the 18th December 1675, has the 
Wollowin'g regarding the .appointment of a Judge to pieside wer the 
sittings of the justices: As to the judge’s salary, haring respect as 
Moll to onr Musters’ orders as also to lus present condition and the 


I ConiultntioaheW in Pomtay 2nil Tcb. 1070, Surat Factory Diary I of IGBO tfiOR 


IG73, 
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(quality of tbo empIoyniGiifc, we lla^'e ordered tltat bis salary'' be £120 
to be paid him quarterly and to begin from his entrance into office and 
that he be allowed a horse or palanquin with a sumbrera or sunshade 
boy as also a gown yearly at the Oompanj'^s charge. The j^idge is 
required to keep an exact account of all moneys and fines received. 

^ From these recei 2 >ts he is to discharge wliat is laid out for the Sessions 
dinners^ officers’ fees, and public expenses paying the remainder into 
the Honourable Company’s eash,^ 

A Surat letter of theStli February 1676 contains the following 
instructions to the Judge : As wo desire that justice maj’’ Idb done, so 
we would have j'^ou take care that vexatious suits and contrivances 
laid by common barristers to disturb the quiet of good people, may be 
discouraged and prevented. And let the judge know from us that we 
expect he maintain the gravity integrity and authority of his office, 
and that he doth not bring a disrepute on the Court of Bomba}* by 
lightness, partiality, selfsceking or coimtcnancing common banisters 
in which sort of vermin they say Bombay is very unhappy." 

The provision of a proper court house was the next subject that 
’'•> required the attention of the Council. Originally the justices held 
their sittings in the Custom houses of Bombay and of Mahim. 
When a judge was appointed some house ■was taken as a Court of Judi- 
cature. But after about a }’’ear it was decided to buy the Deputy 
Governor’s house, apparently the building part of which still exists in 
* the Castle and which was then private property belonging to a 
Portuguese lady. Eventually the Court was haused in a new building 
in the bazdr the fair common house which Governor Aungicr planned 
and of which traces remain at Mopla Por in Bohora Bazfir Street.® 

Surat letters of the 19th July and 21st August 3676 have the 
following ; We like well your proposition of making the present 
court of judicature an hospital and of taking the Deputy Governor’s and 
Mr. Petit’s house for the Court of Judicature. We read the valiia- 
. tion you have made of the Deputy Governor’s house which you have 
■thought fit for the court of judicature. As we do not see there will be 
any occasion for-the garden and the ground adjoining, ive desire that 
the house by itself may he valued. This ia all that we have in answer 
to that letter.* 

On the 24th August the Surat Council continue : We have 
received your original of ■the 9th current (August 1676) together with 
the certificate or TOlnation of the Deputy Governor's liou'-o. This at 
Bs. 2400 we 'tlunk to he a dear pennyworth. You shall in due time 
receive our jiositive answer regarding it.® . 

_______ -■ • 


1 Surat to Bombay 18th Dee. 1G73, Surat fact.' Out. D. B. 2 of 1073-76, 11-13. 
ForroEt’B Home 55eric8, 1. 73. 

* Surat to Bombay 8th Fob. 1G76, Surat Tact. Out. L. B. 3 of 1T573-7C. 70. 
Forrest B Home Scries, 1. 81. = fcurat'Facf. Oat. L.’ B. 1 of 1030- 1073, 202. 

nf 1 Bom^bay Ifltb. July ami 21st Auc. iC7C, fc'nntt Fact. Out. Ii.B. 2 

of 16/5-/6,163, 1 <4. Forrest’s Home Series, J. 100. 

Surat to Bombay 24th Aug. 1076, Surat Fact. Oiit*X. B. 2^ of i076-7C, 170; 

FoircstsHoine fc’crics,!. 101. . . * . 
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The subject is i-cstimcd on the 30lh October- 16 7C : Wc have 
(liscourml with tlio Dcimty Governor touching' the Iioufo j^jpoEcd for 
SI. court of jmlicatnrc. As lie lisis given us n veiy sati-sfactory account, 
wo lisive concliuled to tsiko it on the Ilonouiablc Compauj’^s bclialf. 
sukI thsiU nisilto good the money hero to Use pereons concerned. We 
desire you to tsikc possession ; siiid now without deln}' to go forward in ' 
litting up the present court of jiuficatiivo for an hospital. The sooner 
that so necesfrary n work is finished the better.* 

Three weeks later (4 tli November 3670) the Snrat Council makes 
the following further concession : As to the new house Iiouglit for tlie 
court of judieitui-e yon .sin to hike notice tliat the ground belonging* 
thereto is bought together with the house. You must tsikc in tlic 
ground for a hack 3 'ard.® 

Apparcntl}' the only effect of this purchase w.as to make the Com- 
psiny the ownere of the Portuguese lady’s and Mr. Petit’s houses in 
the Castle. Tliosc houses seem to have continued in use as residences. 
Tlio Common House in Bohora Baz.'ir Street, which was begun in 
consequence of Mr. Aungier’s pro 2 ioFals of -3671, was, in 1077, so far 
adTOiiccd that (2-1'th January) the JJojmty Governor Mr. Petit wiotc * 
to the Bircctors that tJie biuldiugs in the Castle should not bo used as 
a Court. He says : The court of judicatni'c wo have built in the IxiBir 
is a far more convenient phieo for a Court being of greater case for all 
sorts of people to repair thither, and more fitting for prisons wlicie 
prisoncre may beg relief of p.a66ciigcrs.® 

Before the Judge had been tivoj’cars in office, 24th August 1077, the 
Bombay Council became so dissatisfied with liiro as to write to Surat 
in the following terms ; We liave long forbore upon just sentiments 
to say anj’lliing concerning the Judge. We do now find that the 
good of the island, the content of the inhabitants, and the discharge 
of the trust reposed in us, enforce us to seek a prevention of the bad 
consequences his carriage eminently docs llireatcn. Your Honours 
wnll iwrceive how little he has merited the honour of so gresit a charge, ■ 
and how' dissonant his carriage 1ms been to those rules and principles 
which ivo had thought the weight and gravity of his employ would 
have prompted him to. Not to mention the several slightings and plain 
abuses of most of the members of this Council, which pcrlin^is their 
chai-ity might have obliterated had not more public affronts awakened 
the xcmembranco of them, his contempt of the Government, his slia'ht- 
ing and scandalizing our Councils and authority, the passion and pre- 
judice which have been the masters and guide of liis actions, and the 
general dissatisfaction of all people ivith him, have been so notorious 
*rtmt. 5 vexJnnnot but imagine the world has taken notice of it much to 
|Kir prejudice. He did once say that nothing liad been acted since 


Sorat to BomlKiy lOtli Oct. 167C, Snrat Pact. Out. L. B. 2 of If.T'S ta ooo 
P orrest’sHonicBcrie«,r,J0O. 2-0. 

= Snrat to Bomliay 4Ui Kot. 1C7C, Snrat Pact. Out. L. B. 2 of 167H.7fi i- 

'■’orrest’a Home Series,!. J 00. . * ’ 

Mr. J.-lVtitSml Oonncil to tlio Court of DiructorE, tlatcil Boinb.iv ‘>4lli Ten ia 77 
. Out. L. B. 4 of 1G77-1C87. 0. Poireifs Homo Scries, 1. 120. v ’ 
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the President Mr. Aungior went off the island. Ajid now lately in a 
c.'ise o£ Chancery decided by us, wberein the cause was not adjudged 
to Ills liking, he did not stick to say that he now plainly saw that 
any man that would, might swear himself out of a debt and that a 
knave should never want a friend in Court. "We leave it to your 
' Honour to interpret how little master of reason and conscience wa 
should bo, and how unfit for that great trust reposed in us, should 
so much injustice be the efEeet of our Councils. We cannot but take 
notice that the bill exhibited to us in the forementioned cause, which, 
the judge did confess he himself had drawn up, is full of nothing but 
• slanders defamations and privately taunting of bis superiors' action. 
'Besides how unbecoming it is to the gravity of such a place and 
indeed how* contiwry to equity for a judge to act the part of an 
attorney. In the face of the whole Court he told us, though we were 
afraid of Captain Adderton, yet he was not. A bill in chancery was 
lately exhibited to us against the judge by twelve men who were of 
a jury at Justice Hall. These men ha xdng brought in a verdict accord- 
ing to equity and good conscience, were nevertheless publicly checked 
and rated by the judge, telling them they were men of large con- 
sciences. They desired us to exempt them in future from the like duties 
except they can be protected in the free discharge of their consciences. 
This action may be of very prejudicial consequence. Either juries 
vrill denj' to be empannelled and consequently a due and just tml 
of all causes wilt be omitted, or else they may be overawed to bring 
in illegal verdicts. Copy of both the bills go here enclosed. Also of 
a trial wherein though the same jury had brought ia judgment for 
the defendant, the judge yet ordered the clerk of the papers to enter 
verdict for the plaintiff for the cost and charges of the Court. To tell 
your .worships how much tlie judge has suffered his officers and 
servants to grind and oppress the people, may seem dubious whether 
our connivance merits more blame than his. It is not many months 
since we did in a general letter hint our resentment of Ins opinion of 
our partiality, which made him appeal to a higher Court for justice 
in the business between Mr. Child and him. All these considerations 
being duly weighed, we found ourselves obliged, for the dischai’ge of 
tliat tiaist reposed in us, to suspend his commission, and have ordered 
tliat he act no longer as Judge till we receive your further orders 
concerning him. If our humble advices might be credited in this 
particular, the general benefit and satisfaction.of the ■whole island will be 
much advanced by the election of a new judge. For the present we have 
ordered the remaining justices jointly to officiate till your Honours 
shall please other-wise to dispose thereof.^ 

In reply -the Surat Council -write to Bombay on the 11th Septe;^^ 
1677 : We are very sorry that Judge Niccolls hath behaved himselrw 
ill that he has given so general a dissa-tjs&ction to the whole island. 
We do approve of- what you have done in suspending him from, his 
place and shall not countenance in the least any one under your Gov- 
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' Boiiilwy to Snr..it 24th Aug. 1C77, Sec. Out. L. B. i of 1077 - ICSTT 41-45. Forrest’s 
Uome Series, 1. 13o- 130. 
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ermneub that arc so far forgetful of tlie (roqject) they owe tlicir snpe- 
riora. As yet we (do not) determine of a qualified person for judge 
but reserve it to the decision of a fuller Council. In the meantime 
the justices of peace may officiate as you have ordered and we would 
have you advise us who you have on the island fitting.for the employ,' 

A little later (11th November 1677) the Bombay Council extended ' 
their objections from the person to the office: We do not see the 
absolute necessity of allowing 120 pounds to a J udge. Not that we 
would have the island destitute of a pereon invested witli authority to 
determine the weightiest causes, but the very name sounds too great ^ 
for the place. It looks like the great gates of ‘Little Pendus tlrat 
made Diogenes afraid the city would run out at them. The larvj’ers 
who come to these parts are commonly mean persons or young men 
but very little skilled in our law. And the name of a Judge does fill 
them with such a pride that they lose their reason in the contemplation 
of their greatness and think no man their superior, scarcely their equal. 
If the principal justice he invested by the same power and act by a 
full commission, why is it not the same thing as Judge. It is not tlio 
name that makes any difference. The Governments of provinces are 
committed to persons who are sometimes styled lieutenants, sometimes 
deputies, and sometimes viceroys though tlieir jmwer is ^ual. Ths 
Company formerly ordered that only some one of tlieir factors that w.is 
a soW and discreet person might officiate in the place of chief justice. 
Such a person we suppose would be well satisfied to have only the profit 
of the seals allowed him to his salary which the former Judge had in 
addition to his salary. Mr. Gary or Mr. Robert Ilarhin, or whom else 
your Worship shall please to appoint, are very fitting persons for 
such an employment. Please to issue orders so soon as may be ; for 
by the commissions none of the justices can sit upon life and' death 
hut only as assistants. We imagine a joint commission for so many 
justices of quorum will do better than a commission invested in any 
single person. This is only our opinion which your Worship's better 
judgment can coivect.® 

A month later (1 2th December 1C77) tlio Bombay Government 
resume ; A justice of peace does not receive a penny of salary. As to 
the registrar we have no such office on the island; nor, should a 
registrar be crc.ated, would the office without a salary bo worth him a 
giwt a day. He that is Judge or Chief Justice (which is the same 
thing) keeps the register, and if anotlier have salary for that place it 
is giving two men ivages for carrying on the same duties. For we 
suppose a Judge will bo made and a convenient salary settled on him 
whose commission hitherto has alw.ays been joined m'tli that of re^ristrar 
the business of registrar being so very small. What your worships 
sliill order.in. tliis particular. we shall readily perfom.® ^ 


1 SdratFnet. Ont, L. B. 3 of 1677-1700, 61. 

2 Bombay to Surat lllliKov* JC#/, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677*1087, GO* 

ITotnc Series* !• I’lO.* ^ * 

* jjonib.ij’ to Surat 12Ui.Dcc. 1677, See. Dot. L. B. 4 of 1677-1687 70 
Wnmo Scrica. 1. 14S. ’ * 
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The charter of 1683 authorised the Company to set up Courts con- 
sisting of SI lawyer and two merchants^ in such places as they might 
appoint. It does not appear whether any action was taken under this 
-charter at Bombay. The following is an example of the^ provision 
made for non-European residents of the island. A commission of the 
' 30th May 1694! to Kaji Ibrdhim to be chief judge of the Moors or 
Muhammadans runs as follows: The Bight Honourable Sir John Gayer 
Kt., General of all India, b}-- Adrtue of the authority given to me by the 
commission T bear from the Bight Honourable Society of Merchants 
trading to the East Indies, do constitute and appoint j'ou Kdji 
' Ibrdhim to be chief judge and decider of all difference that_ma 3 '- 
happen in j'our caste — the Moors— on the island of Bombay, willing 
and commanding all j'our said caste to obey you in the said station 
according to the commission given you. Sealed with tlie Bight Honour- 
able Compan 3 '^s seal and given under my hand in Bombay Castle the 
30th May 1694.^ 

The following extract from a Bomba 3 ’ letter to Surat, dated the 9lh 
October 1696, seems to show that the authorities of Bombay had not 
, succeeded in bringing the administration of justice into a satisfactory 
state: Wo are in houidy expectation of our ships ^which 'we hope 
null bring out some person learned in the laws qualified for a Judge 
whereby we ma 3 '’ erect a Court of Judiisiture.® 

The following extracts relate to crimin.al pi'oceedings during this 
period. On the 8th February 1670 the Surat Council write : 
We approve what you have done toucliing the condemned thieves. 
Hei'eafter we have thought good to make the standing order that 
I whatever thieves are condemned in Court shall be kept in chains and 
at constant work in Bombay till they can be transported to St. Helena. 
If they be slaves and do belong to any proprietor on the island, the 
Company shall allow 30 Xeraphins a head. This we do require 3 ’' 0 U 
to observe as a standing order amongst you.® 

Regarding the trial of English criminals in India, on the 6th May 
1685, the Court write to Surat: Robert Johnson,* sent home a 
prisoner, is but a trouble to us. For the future send no such male- 
factors home. Punish them according to their demerits in India, 
where 3 'ou have despotical power as well as martial law and tlie living 
, witnesses to justify any charge. Our courts at law love not to be 
troubled wdth such remote causes, nor can admit for evidence in criminal 
causes, any written attestation affidavits or certificates, nor any other 
testimon 3 ’’ than viva voce.® 

On the 24th March 1721 the Court of Directors write : All corporal 
punishments and fines should be settled in Council, except such reason- 


> Sec. Oat. L. B. 6 of 1691-1 GOG. 2-3. ' • 

■ Bombay to Surat 9th Oct. 1090, See. Out. L. B. 6 of 1G94 - 1C9G, 40. • - 

= Surat to Bombay StbJFeb. 107G, Surat Fact. Out. h. B. 2of 1076-76, 70. Forrest'e' 
Home bones, 1. 82: , . 

Up to lose Euglishmen accused of grave oSbnees had been sent to tbeir’own 
Anderson’s English in Western India, Cl. ■ • 

Court to burat Cth May 1085, Bub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol, 1 of 1G81-- 1685, 132, 
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able punishments as the officers inflict on the military and marine, and 
the sentences of the court of justice. These last may be. tolerated on 
appeal to the President and Council.^ 

The first available order appointing a coroner for Bombay, dated tt 
IStb June 1701, mns as follows: Where.as we have been credibl, 
informed of j'our ability, and tnisting and reposing confideneo in yon 
integrity, we do hereby constitute and appoint yon, Oluistopher Boone 
to be coroner of this Island Bombay. We require yon at all times U 
be in a readiness to esecute the said office when you shall be thereunto 
called, and wo do hereby empower j'ou to summon a jury of the next 
inhabitants to make inquest of the death of any person or persons that 
shall come to their deaths by any unnatural or extraordinary means 
whatsoever. And that you take no more for the execution of your office 
than 13 b. 4d. for sitting on the Corpse of any one person and that the 
same sum be levied of the murderer’s estate if it may be found, if 
not, that there then be an assessment made by the chamber of the caste 
that the defunct is of, for the said sum of ISs. 4d, and no more. We 
do also hereby further require you, as you xvill answer the conti'ary at 
your peril, that yon be not of counsel with any person whatsoever in < 
hiding the murder of any person. Nor that you, cither directly or in- 
directly, take any bribe of any person whatsoever to mitigate or lessen 
any offence. But that you proceed in your said office with integrity and 
honesty as in the sight of God Almighty who will certainly require 
innocent blood at your hands if you conceal the same. Given under onr ^ 
hands and sealed with the lit. Honoumble Company's seal, this 13tli 
day of Jtme A.P. 1701.® 

Some information regarding police will be found above in the orders 
refening to the Courts of Justice. The following extracts relate to the 
establishment at Suri (Siwri) of a post and of night patrols. The 
Deputy Governor Mr. J. Wybornc’s order to Mr. John Wyat, Bombay 
lotli November 1686 : You are hereby required to repair to Siwri 
taking with you two topasses, and receive the charge of the new guard- 
house, suffering no soldiers or others that j^ju suspect to be run away 
to go off the island. You are likem’se to take care that no cattle com or 
other pi’ovisions be carried off tho island, but may suffer any sort of 
provisions or cattle to be brought on tho island. If you find .my one 
caiTiing letters 'off the island, stop them .and send them to me, and he 
sm'e you search all. Suffer poor people to come .and inliabit on the 
island ; and c.all the militia to watch with you every night sparing the 
P.adre of Parel's sorv.ants. Yon arc to apply yourself to the storekeeijer 
-for I three spare muskets, bandoleers (leather bags for firearms) and 
swords together with wli.at powder shot matcli and flints you ’shall 
have occasion of.® 


T .,lCottrt<oBonib.'ij 2 .iai March 1731 pnm 05. Comp, ot Standine Ord. Vnl inf 
irtvl!Vy.721, 100. - - O ui. 1 

« llomb.iy Deputy Governor and ConneU’s Ortlor 13th June 1701, Sec. Out r n 7 
ot 1000- 1702, 01. FoircrtVi Home Scries, 1. 107. In the next year (lOth Kch 17o“i n' 
like onlcr was IssnCd npiioinling Mr, Francis Forlics Coroner. Mr. Forbes was also 
the Company’s warohonso-kceper. Sec pages 138-39 ot the fame Volume 7 ' 

s .Sec. Out. L, B. 4 oI 1077-1687, iS, 
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Hcgarding night patrols, on the ]3tli September 169.t, Sir John 
Gayer issues the follomng order to Jansanay ( J ann Sinay ?) Subhcdtlr oE 
Warli ; Being informed that certain ill people on this island go about 
in tlie night to the number of ten or twelve or more, designing some 
mischief or disturbance to the inhabitants, these are to enordcr yon to go 
the rounds every night with twenty men at all places whicli 3 'ou thiiilc 
most suitable to intercept such peraons; IE yoa meet any oE them tliesc 
are to empower j'ou to bring them perCorec or otherwise to this Castle, 
Tlie same order was repeated to the follounng subheddrs: Rdmdji 
Audat at Miihim, Rap Kdrga at Sion, and Bodji Patan at Siwri.^ 

On the same subject, on the same 13th September 169-1', Sir John 
Gaj'cr issued the follouing order to Lieut. James Ilanmer : iVheroas I 
am informed that on this island sundry base people go about work in 
company in tlie night, designing ill to some of the inhabitants, I have 
ordered the subheddrs belonging to Mahim, "Warli, Suri, and Sion to go 
out every night with twenty men to surprise and commit such persons. 
Tliereforc these arc to onoracr you not to molest the subheddrs in Ibe 
performance of their duty. If any of j'onr rounds meets with any 
such persons or an^' one else that appears suspiciorts commit them, and 
at a convenient time send them to mo." 

On the petition of the Compan}-, King Gcoige I, (24th Sejitcmlici* 
1726) created Mayor’s Conrts for Madras Bombaj' and Port William, 
each consisting of a Maj'or and nine aldermen . 'J hose Courts wore 
declared Courts of Rccoi-d and were empowered to hear chil cases of all 
kinds, subject to an appeal to the Governor and Council. At Ibc same 
time the Governor and. Council were authorised to hold ^inarlcr sessions 
for the trial of all offences except high treason.® 


Chapter T. 
Justice. 
Kiglit Uomul'f, 

loot. 


M.iyor's Court, 
17W. 


‘ See. Out. L.B. oof loot* ICOr., 12-13. » 6co.Out. B. B, 5 o£ ICOl - 10%, 13. 

* In Bombay Judicial lunetions had been exercised liy a civilian styled Cliicf Justice 
and in important cases by the President and Conneil svho ■were the only Justices of 
the Peace for the island ; and now the sole remedy which they (Court of Directors) 
conid Eugecst the solo reform after years of mal-adniinist ration, was the cstablhsh- 
ment of a Mayor’s Court. As this poor expedient met with the royal npprob.'itinu, 
IicttcTs Patent wore issued the same year (1726), on the 24tU .September, the date of 
the new Charter. By these it was decreed that the now Court should consist of a 
Mayor and nine Aldcimcn, eight of whom, including the Mayor, were required to be 
nataraliscd subjeots of the British Crown, but the other two might be subjects of any 
friendly nation. All the Aldermen were to be selected from the principal inhabitants 
of the place, wore to hold office for life unless suspended for misconduct, and were to 
elect the Moyor annually from amongst their number. Appeals against the Conrl's 
decisions might be carried up to the President in Council and in oi\-il suits involving 
a certain .amount, to Jlis Males ty’s Privy Conneil. Tlic same liCttcrs Patent reconsti- 
tuted the President and Senior Mcmbcra of Council, Jnstiecs of the Pence and 
empowered them to hold quarter sessions. * 

The now charter did not rcnch Bombay nntil Fcbrnary 1728. The 10th of tlint 
month it was pnblicly read on the recently bnilt pier in the presence of the Europe.’ini 
and leading men of native castes. The President and Council, Sheriff, Jfnyor, and 
Aldermen then took the oaths of nllcgiancc, after which the President harangued the 
assembly, pointing out to all tho value of their now privileges and setting hcforc-tlm «. 
members of the corporation tho duties which they had that day nndcrtakq^ to^Ssf 
discharge, " •» 

The Mayor’s Court had to encounter nil the jealonsy and prejudice which stand in 
nie Wily of new institutions, and they bitterly complained tbnt the chief officers of , 
’'’cre the_ worst nbst.'ielcs to their ndminisi ration of justice. I.ow(!ior, 
tiio Chief of Surat, being Railed upon liy them to execute n Cqinniission for examin- 
n 1005—2 
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10 BOMBAY TOWN 

The Mayor's Coart Tras opened at the Toivn Hall on Thotsday the 
16th Febimry 1727-28 ■with WilUam Henry Draper Esquire first 
and modern Mayor and Edward Massey^ John Lambton^ Arthur 
Ephraim Bcndall, Henry Albert, and Allan Chambre Merchants first 
and modem Aldermen. The Court being set the Mayor opened it ndth 
a short congratulatory speech and appointed Wo Attorneys of the 
Oourt one the Registor the other Mr. John Sarson. It "was oi-dercd 
the Begister prepare two petitions suggesting to the Governor a 
provision for the expenses of the Conrt.^ At a Consnltation, 
the 1st March 1728, two petitions from the Mayor’s.Court arc read 
setting forth that upon a due calculate made of the necessary expenses 
and charges they have heen and are obliged to bear in opening the 
said Court and paying tbe salaries to the several officers^ they find the 
present cash very insufficient and unequal thereto, praying ■&» Board 
would relieve them by placing some of the officers, namely a clerk, a 
sergeant, six sepoys on the military list ; and that the fine of Bs. 2000 
now standing npon the hooks to he appropriated towards a new prison, 
he taken out of the treasury and employed in the bank at interest or 
entrusted in the hands of the said Court for answering the most neces- 
sary occasions of the said Court. Agreed that 'the officers there men- 
tioned be supplied from the military nst as the Court desires and that 
the Us. 2000 be paid into the treasury of the Court to he disposed of as 
they shall think proper.® A Consultation held the 28th June 1728 
ordered that the yearly salary of Rs. 600 formerly allowed the Chief 
Justice be now conferred on the Mayor for the time being.® 

Two months later (23rd August 1728) a Consultation records that 
the list of fees' to the Sheriff and the officers of the Mayor's Court 


ing ■witnesses blnffly questioned tbeir anthoiity nnd did not eren condescend to 
treat them with conite^, OoTemment, it is true, took np their quarrel on that occa- 
sion and reprimanded the chief, hut at other times they interfered with the Court's 
proceedings and fettered their proceedings. Tlie consequence ■was that although the 
Mayor’s salary was £62 10s. a year, the same as that ^ the Chief Justice had been, and 
the office would under other ciccum stances hare been coveted by senior civilians as a 
vnlnahle addition to their fortune and innuence, it yet heoame so extremely difficnlt to 
lind qualified persons for it that frequently when the 20tb Ueromher, the day of elec- 
tion, arrivod no candidates appeared. After repeatedly re-electing the Mayor as ofteii 
ns his term had expired, it became nccessa^ to raise the fine for refusing to sen-e from 
Olio to four hundred rupees nnd this again led to disputes between the Court nnd 
Government, each insisting niion their supposed right to enforce this penalty. Gov- 
cniment, however, in this instance had the forbearance to ivaivc their olaim'nntil a 
reference conld he made to the Court of Directors and proper regulations be received 
Tlie oriminal jnstico which the Court dealt was severe in accordance with and 
beyond the spirit of the age. The ordinary punishment for petty thefts and larcenies 
was whipping, which was either inflicted at n cart’s tail as the delinquent was letl 
round the town wall or else at Oie public whipping post before crowds of sncctators 
on a market day. Felony was a capital crime and when Mr. Jenkinson’s osomoir Imd 
been robbed of 16 guineas by his slave boy in connivance with his horsekeencr tli!. 
wretched Alexander nnd Fakinuo were both sentenced to bo hanged. Ahont 
same time a native woman, who had conspired with her paramour to mnrdpp 
.Imshand, wns ordered to he burnt, n mode of execution by which nni.. 

■'.^Kmiunls scom tb hare snffored. Bom. Qnnr. Ber-ioiv (III.), Jan. and Aprill86C 
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bein^ settled, are now presented to the Board and read ; and beings 
approved of, after some amendments, are ordered to bo engrossed for 
the President’s signing at our ncs.t meeting.^ 

The following extmets relate to the appointment of officers belonging 
to the Mayor’s Court. A Consultation of the 20th December 1728 


Chapter V. 

Justice. 

Mayor's 
Court Fees. 
1728. 


> Bom. Gov. Consultation 23rd Aug. 1728, Pub. Diniy 3 of 1727-28, 1G7. In addi- 
tion to the feeaintbc accompanying table tiio 1728 details include tbo following items: 
(1) On nil causes under Rs. 200, 6 par cent and on nil above Ba. 200 2^ per cent is to be 
paid into the treasury of tbo Court. But in tbo case of nil bonds or obligatory notes, tlio 
losing party sball, after contesting tlie same two Court days,pay 6 per cent over and above 
tlic said 5 per cent and 2h 2 >er cent before mentioned. (2) The Mayor and two senior uldcr- 
nien for tbo time being arc appobited treasurers and cnsb-kcopcrs of tbo Court, nnd tbo 
acting administrators of all orpliaivs’ estates, for which they arc allowed two pet cent. 
(S) ^Vhcrca 3 a great many small causes pass through this Court, and tins table of fees 
is too liigh for any such, the Court upon tbo complaints of the party may rclict'c ; but 
if said complaints bo fnvolons then the party is to have a small fine laid on him. Bom. 
Gov. Diary 23rd Ang. 1728, Pnb. Diary 3 of 1727-28,107-170. Forrest’s Homo 
ficrics, II. 45 - 4C ; Bom. Gov. Diary Gtb Kov. 1767, Pub. Diary 40 of 1767, 621 - 623. 
Bom. Gov. Diary 20tb Deo. 1774 and 25tb Hov. 1778, Pub. Diary CG of 1774, 901 and 
74 of 1778, SG2 - 865. Tho following table contrasts tbo original 1728 fees with amend- 
ed fees sanctioned in 1707 and 1774 ; 


Mdyor’e Oourt Fees, 173S^1774. 


Head. 


1, Court’s Commission 


2. Mayor's Fees ... 

3. Uo^stcr’a Fees S 

1 Entry of Action ... 


Complaint or Hxblblt. 

3 Summons 

4 Progress Order 

6 SIierifTs Precept 

0 Court Decree ... ... 

7 Copy of 

8 Suit nrittadiami ... ... 

0 Uail ... ... 

10 Ball Uiscliatge 

11 Bcglstratioii 

12 Aflldavlt or CcrtlOcatc .n 

13 Inspection 

14 Copy 

16 Oath ... ... 

10 Taxing 

17 Afllslng Motleo ... ... 

18 Fowor of Attorney ... 

10 Protesting and Ucglstorlng Bill 

of Exchange. 

{ 20 Drawing up Bands 
21 Attestation 


Tarcliment tor which 
Register is to liavo d( 
fees. 

23 Deposits ... 

2t Commission toExamlno 
25 Duplicate of same 


Rato. 

ms. 

HOT. 

1T74, 

Rs. 

q. 

r. 

Rs. 

q. 

r. 

Rs. 

q. r. 


s«« 


6 par cent 

6 per cent 




biit not to 

but not to 
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o 
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o X c o 0 d 




Us. 100. 

Rs. 

2D0. 

.M 

sa« 


..a 

aa. 


4 

0 0 

0 

2 

0 






0 

2 

0 

0 

a 

0 

D 

a 0 

0 

1 

0 






• S4 

sea 


0 

2 

0 

0 

2 0 

0 

a 

0 

0 

1 

o 

1 

0 0 

2 

a 

0 

8 

0 

0 

8 

0 0 

O 

2 

0 

0 

a 

0 

0 

2 0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

X 

0 0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

o 

0 

X 

0 0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

a 

0 

0 

2 0 

1 

0 

0 

X 

0 

0 

1 

O 0 

0 

a 

0 

o 

1 

0 

0 

1 0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 0 

o 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 0 

2 

a 

0 

o 

2 

0 

2 

2 0 

3 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

s 

0 D 





0 

0 

2 
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0 

0 

2 
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.—.a 

i per cent. 

i per 

cent. 

4 por cent. 

20 

0 

0 


O 

o 

10 

0 0 

16 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

7 

0 0 


Remarks. 


On the sum or vainc 
of tho property 
decreed U}>oii. 

For attesting each 
ScjIciI Paper. 


Tho Folio or Side. 
Tlio Folio or Side. 


1 That Is any OUlga- 
f tory Paper such as 
release, sale, or 
morlgagc-dccd, or- 
hltrailon and ro- 
spondcntln bond. 
Its. 6 Includes also 
registration. 
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32 BOMBAY TO^YN 

records : Tlie Mayor anti Court oC Aldcimon attending without, 
tiicy aro introduced ; who nequaintin*; the Board that tlicy liad 
ro-clcctcd !Mr. tVilliam Henry Hrnper, Mayor for the year ensuing, he 
takes the oaths of oflice and nlleghincu ; and on his taking leave he and 
the rest of his biothrcn aio invited by the Governor to dinner.* 

Tlio same Consultation (20th Dcccmlior 1728) continues; Ihis 
being the aunivcisary aitpointcd by Ilis Majesty^e Chaiter for choosing 


Jlfaj/or'» Court fit*, continued. 


Ill 111. 


1 Hate. 

1723. 

1707. 

I77I* 

Its. q. r 


Ils q. r 

Its. q, r. 

1 0 0 0 




. 0 0 0 
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4. Fen on UlUii : 

1 FPilnto or Lelttr ot Ailii 
tradon . . .« 

S Com of Will uiil Fratnte 
a cnin;;anil bncarin;; Slllni 
1 Iltronnlzanco » ... 

(! lt<^l«ttrlng tlie Will 

S ExuiuncrV) Fico « 

1 biuumoni ... ... 

a Citation ... ... ^ 

3 bmarlng . . ... 
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7 AdoxUlng a W Ituns 

C bhctllT* F«« 8 
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3 Ho. of M oiront . . 

4 no of Attnclnncnt 
li lliniailngllsccuUiiu _ 

7. Prison Ins : 

I bhcrlS .. ... ... 
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S Summons .i« « • 

3 Benin? Precept or ^nrmnt 
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Interpreter's Teis * 

1 Tranflht(o^ 


2 Uoeieton .m . . 

S Summons to tbo Slack Inhabit 

4 B^Istratipi) of Portuguese 01 

uentu Pvjicra* 

10. Attorney *6 lees : 

1 Peposit -• • • 

2 Bet*uninff roe , . , , 

UptoKflOOO .0 

Sa 1000..R8. 1000 ... 7 

O^orRs.fOOO , _ 

5 Petition Writiue 

4 Pmuing out Intcrrogntoilce,! 

stating or tnakbig up fui> 
accounts for hts client* 

5 AUondancoin Court . 

1 tfp to Be 60 • « 

Ks. 60— fUs 100 
Its 100-Bs 200 ... 

Q Attendsnee at a House 


Rath is itnen 
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Rath Perv>o» 

ry>, 

Do. 

Da. 

]>i>. 
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CO res ; If iiioro tfian 
one sheet, 16 res each 
side 

ciiu«c decider 
(w) this plaintiff or d< 
rondaut htlngintfi c 

Jho latoo for ends 
julc. out of the 
BegistQys iiAitru])ce, 


so on until »t 


>Bom Gov OonsultalioA 2 OH 1 Dec 1720 , FaTj Diari 3 0^1737 23 245 . 
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a new SherifE as well as a new Mayor, Mr. Charles 'Wlntchill is unani- 
mously elected Sheriff for the ensuing year and sworn into office j as 
is Mr. Arthur Upton as one of His Majesty's Justices of the peace.^ 

Similarly in 1734) a Consultation dated 20 th December 1734 
records ; This beinj? the anniversary ( 20th December) appointed by 
his late Maj’osty's Charter for the choi«5 of a Sheriff for the town and 
island of Bombay, Mr. James Stuart is re-elected to servo in that 
office for the year ensuing.^ 

A Consultation seven years later (4th January 1742) records : 
Mr. James Stuart appearing' before us in consequence of our re-electing 
him Sheriff, the oath prescribed by the Charter was administered him 
when he withdrew.® The same Consultation continues : The Court 
of Aldermen having elected Mr. Anthony Upton their Mayor for the 
ensuing year, he was this day (4th January 1742) sworn into office in 
the presence of the said Court,* Similar entries occur in 1744, 1746, 
and 1747.® 

The two following extracts relate to the allowance for palan- 
quins made to officer’s of the Mayor’s Coui’t. On the 23rd January 
1740 the Mayoi"’s Coiu*t ordered that every alderman resident on 
this island be in future allowed the monthly sum of Kb. 12 out of 
the moneys arising by commission on causes determined in the 
Mayor’s Court and the interest on the money belonging to that 
Court, to keep palanquins for their greater convenience in attend- 
ing on the said Court. A year later, on the 7th January 1741, 
this palanquin allowance was raised to Rs. 14.® 

The following extracts relate to matters of account and to the 
appointment of an Accountant General : A Consultation on the 20th 
August 1736 directed that copy of part of Mr. Browne’s letter as 
well as of the paragraphs of the Company’s letter relating to the 
Mayor’s Court be sent the Court by the Seoretary, and that ho 
demand of them that the amount of all the fines they have received 
be jjaid into the Company’s treasury 

A Consultation lield a month later (IStli September 1736) records 
a letter from the Mayor’s Coui’t stating they had ordered all fines 
to be paid into the treasury.® 


Chapter V*’ 
Justice, 

SlicriCT, 

1735. 


1742. 


Falaiiqnin 

Allowance, 

1740. 


Acconnts, 

1730. 


* Bom. Gov. Consnltation 20tU Doc. 1728, Pnb. Diary 3 of 1727-28, 215. 

®Bom. Gov. Con'saltotiou 20tli Doc. 1734, Pnb. Diary 7 of 17.81, 231. 

® Born, Gov. Consultation 4tlr Jan. 1742, Pnb. Diary 16 of 1741-42, 12. 

■> Bom. Gov. Consultation 4th Jan. 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 11. 

®Xbo dotails aro : 1744, Mr. William Lowtber bherUE (Pub. Diary 17 of 1744, 390) i 
1740 and 1747, Mr. Xlromas Byfcld Mayor (Pub. Diary 19 of 1740, 42’2 anrl Pnb. Diary 
20 of 1747, 474) j 1748, Mr. Wimain Sbaw Uegister, I’ub. Diary 21 of 1748, 90. 

® Pub; Diary 74 of 1778, 695-590. roiTCst's Homo peries, IL 221. .In spito of tlio 
palanquin allowance tbo Court lind to adopt a coarser expedient to sccuro tlio punctual 
attendance of its members. On tbo 5tb October 1778 Mr. Daniel Draper wltes to tbo 
President : It is evident from tbo roconls of the Mayor’s Court in 1728 that the incmbera 
tUoii tbougbt it necessary, notwithstanding tbo Ibcn different cireumstanccs of tbo 
inhabitonts in general, to ngree to fine tbcmsclvcs in onlcr to promote tlioir .attcndanco 
jn tlic business though they wero allowed Bs, 14 a month for pnlnnnuius. Pnb Diiirv 
7th Oct. 1778 Vol. 74 of 1778, 736. ■ ‘4 

’’ Bom. Gov. Diary 20tli Aug. 17.86, Pnb. Diary 9 of 1736, 208. ' 

® Bom. Gov. Diary IStb fc'cpt, 1736, Pub. Diary 0 of 1736, 385. 
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Chapter 7> 
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ColIcctionB, 
1741. 


Ooutfc 

Accoontant, 

1744, 


Five years later in reply to a further reference on the same 
subject the Board record the following letter from the Register of 
the 'Mayor’s Oom*t, dated the 4th February 1741 ; I am ordered 
by the honourable the Mayor’s Court to acknowledge the receipt 
of a letter of the 27th ultimo (January 1741) from your Sewetary, 
enclosing two paragraphs of a letter from the Honourahle Court of 
Directors, in one of which they are pleased to recommend to tic 
Court the taking effectual measures for the collecting and paying 
into the Company’s cash the estates of all deceased persons with 
the utmost expedition and not to suffer any needless delays. Die 
Court has always esteemed it so necessary to prevent delays that 
thej' have obliged even executors (before the granting of prohates) 
to take on oath to deliver in tlieir accounts mthin a year, and on 
granting Letters of Administration have made it a standing rule 
to take pi'oper security and administer the same oath. Whenever 
it appears to the Court that the parties are remiss in making good 
the balance due, they will compel them to do it, and os some have 
cither through forgetfulness or otherwise omitted to deliver their 
accounts at the proper time, the Court has made an order 
their Registrar for the time being call on all executors and admin- 
istrators for their accounts and in case of neglect acquaint them 
thereof, wludi they hope will prevent any delays in future.* 

Three years later.in 1744, the subject of accounts was again brought 
forward in a despatch from the Directors, dated the BOth March 
1744. The Directors wrote : It being a matter of great importance 
to the honour of the Mayor’s Court and the security of the suitors 
that the moneys and effects which are ordered to he brought into 
Court should he kept in a secure manner, and the legislature hero 
having thought by Act of Parliament to establish a method for 
keeping the money and effects of the suitors of the Court of 
Chancery under the name of the Accountant General of that Court, 
and as the same has from experience been found to he useful, we 
therefore offer it to your consideration whether it may not he 
proper to put the money and effects of tlie suitors of the Mayor’s 
Court under alike regulation,- by appointing^ one of our covenant 
servants to he Accountant General and ordering the money and 
effects to he paid into our cash. In that case we agree to be 
answerable to the suitors for such money and effects im shall he 
BO paid into our cash except in case of fire, foreign invasions or 
other unavoidable accidents whereby the said moneys and effects 
or securities may he lost. Wc likewise agree to be at the charge 
of such an ofiicor, so that the suitors may not be hurthened with 
any additional fees. This wo think should ho done under an order 
to be made by the Mayor’s Court, the form whereof we send vou 
herewith. In this order you will find it explained in what manner 
the moneys and effects are to he paid in and taken out and how 
and by whom the accounts thereof are to be kept, which wo think 
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are so plain as not to admit of' any mistake. For your further 
satisfaction therein we send you the forms in wliat manner tho 
accounts of the Court of Ohanccry arc kept witli the Dank and of 
the certificates used upon paying in or taking out any inonc3’s or 
effects. If 3’ou should not think proper to fall into the mcthorl 
^Yo propose, then wo desire 3’ou will inform us in what manner and 
under what checks the nionc3' and cflccts of the suitors are at 
present; and we likewise order 3'ou annuall3’'to send us an account 
what monc3^s and securities remain in the Ma3'or’s Court for our 
notice and ohservat\on.‘ This extract -was duly forwni|dcd to the 
Ma3'or*s Court, who in a letter dated the 9 th June 1/47 rcpl3’ : 
Being truly sensible that the otiicc of Accountant General is for the 
real advantage and benefit of tho siiitoa-s, we not only readily accept 
of the Honourable Compan3'’s proposal in reganl thereto hut sliall wil- 
lingly act in conjunction udth 3’ou for establishing that ofiico whenever 
your Honour thinks proper to fix a da3’’ for that purpose." 

At a Oonsuftation hold the same day ( 9 th Juno 17 ‘ 1 ' 7 ) tho Board 
after reading the Registrar’s letter judge Mr. John Spencer a very 
proper person for tlio office of Accountant Gencml, and doubling not 
of the Mayor’s Court’s concurrence and as the Ilonouraldc Company 
are nulling to bo at the charge thereof, it is agreed that his Ealar3’ he 
fixed at £50 a 3'car. ISIcntion of this ■w'ill bo made to ilie Ma3'or’s 
Court, wlio will bo informed that the Board arc rcadj' to rceoive into 
the Honourable Compan3*’6 trcasur3' whatever deposits tho3* 11133* have 
to lodge there tluuugh the Acoounhinl General.® 

In reply on 14 th JUI3' 1747 the Ma3*or’s Court write: ‘\Te .arc to 
acquaint 3*ou that wc have nominated and .appointed !Mr, John Siicnoei* 
our Accountant General agreeable to 3'our recommendation, nnrl havo 
this day settled the said oflico hotweeu liim tho said accountant gene- 
ral and the treasurer of this Court, agreeable to the inslnictions 
received on that head from tlie Honourable Com]>an3' to ^vhich wc 
shall Blrictl3' ndlicrc in the regulation and mnn.agcment of that fffiicc. 
"We have delivered to lifr. Spencer a schedule or inveulor3’- of all 
deposits and havo directed tho amount thereof being Rs. 5851 - 1-71 to 
bo paid into the Honourable Comj>au3*’s trcasur3%'‘ 

Tho following extracts give the histoi^' of a dispute regarding (he 
form of oath administered in the ^ra3*or’s Court : 

At a Consultation on the 22 nd April 1740 the Boartl rc:id ajictition 
from tho merchants of the Genlu caste on this island sotting forth 
their uneasiness at tho late proceedings of the ^favor’s Court. Tlic 
fii-ht ground of compkint w.as sci/.ing DharamdAs Nagjir’s hooks and. 
papers, and suffering them to be removed to their Register’s hiuise 
where the3’- were not only inspected but copic.s verbal I3' or(lerc<l 
to he taken of tliem without application having Iwon made to or 
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a precept Ksiied by the Com 1 for that purpo^ie. They reprc'pnt 
tliat II piecept wa*? granted for altaeliing the effeot'. of Njijptr Lalji 
tho father, but that not the least mention tras made of the said Dhnam- 
cbis’ name. Tho second objection was tlic obliging Gentus to tike 
oaths not liciotofore adminktered by tluit Com I, inoie cspociallj’ lint 
of sneaung on all cccasions upon tho cow. Allhongli one oi more 
Hindus with no icgaid to their castes may ha\c lately Iwen preiaiW 
njwn to take a cow-oath still the prachco gives It nidus, cspccullj' 
higher caste Ilindns, great uncaRincss and olteneo. Notuilhj.tau(hii« 
they have hitherto complied with tho older at the quarter tes'inns it 
has alwnj’B Ijcou with great ichictmcc. The jtr.icliec puts them to 
expense and tiouhlc, ns after taking such an oath they arc obliged to 
make oftoiin;^ and pay their Ihalminns for pcifoiming scrond rites 
and ccicmnnics. Tliis })ctiilon being taken into considoration, it 
observed that ns the Mayor's Court’s obliging them to swear upon tiie 
cow on all occ.i«ion9 is the chief point tluit eauRes nneaRiness it wcic to 
ho w ished that method liad never been introduced at the quarter sc«rioB' 
whidi can happen hnt four times in the year. At the same time it ji 
to be noted that an oath taken on the Hindu book Gita is CRlccmcd as 
sacred as any other oath in the Moghal’s or other goa cmmcntR nnilcr 
which tho Gentus reside. Under their o\\ n government the magiR- 
tiafcs administer no oaths on any occasion whatever. Further nioii 
reference to tho Rojoil Cliailcr wc find indulgence in regard to ciiRtc' 
is recommended and in instructions received with a commission from 
Ch.ancoiy, it is said that in ease Gentus or any other caste in Indu 
choose to make oaths upon tho Holy Evangelists it k good. But it muRt 
not be forced upon them, but taken voluntarily as it is piORumed an) 
oath ought to be. Upon the whole the lio.aiclisof opinion tliat the 
irnposingtlus oatli of swearing upon tho cow’ is likely to be attended 
with gficat prejudice to the llonoumblo Company’s .affaiis : Such as 
hiiidciing Gentu merchants from coming to reside upon the island, 
dnadug them from it, and giving great uneasiness to those wlio ma)' 
remain here. Whoreforo it is unanimouRly agreed that against our' 
no\t meeting a letter be prepared to tho Mayor’s Court very earnestly 
reeommendrng to them to continue the method that Iras been hither (o 
practised in their Court o£ swearing the Gentus upon the book Gita. 
That this course bo adopted at least till they can be better satisfied 
from England in so nice a point as tliat of lire imposition of oatlis 
especially as they must be sensible tliat a false statement made after* 
taking either oatli would Iro equally deemed perjury and be equallv 
punishable by tho law. The Board also wislr to be informed of whik 
tiro merchants say witlr regard to the seizing of Dhaiamdds’ honke 
papois'and attacliing the effects of Ndgar Ldlji.^ 


At a Consultation held the 3id June 174!6, the Board read the fol 
lowing reply from the Mayor’s Coiufc: In regard to imposru«- fas 
some are pleased to term rt) tho cow-oath upon the Gentus the Coi ifc 
want rreitter the report of the inhabitants nor any cerHfipn’tnc 
vineothem of its Ic^lityor illogahty. Thoyare very noil 
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that it is a sacred and obligatory oath agreeable to the religion and 
laws of the Genius and hath been the practice upon tins island m 
criminal cases time out of mind. The intention of this Court by 
adminisieriug the cow-oatli in civil causes is to promote justice and 
truth, the end of all sudi oaths, the Honourable Court liaving bad 
too many and late instances how light the Banians and other castes of 
' Gentus sot by the book-oath. The Grand Jury at the late quarter 
sessions were sensible of the use of the cow-oath, or ccrtainlj^ tliojr 
would have dropped it rather than the interpreter's bare refusal to take 
it should have been any obstacle to jnsticc, although he had sworn by 
the cow for twenty years past. It is plain that several of the wit- 
nesses at the sessions declared that it n-as equal to them whether they 
swore on the hook or cow. To conclude, ns the Honourable Court arc 
very earnest to have the cow-oath brought in pmcticc, they request tlic 
authority of this Government to put a stop to the unwarrantable pro- 
■ ceedings of some of the natives who seem resolved to obstruct the 
course of justice in defiance of the laws of England and the laws and 
religion of the Gentus and the constitntion of this Government.^ 

Tlic Board record that remarks on this letter will be made at the 
close of the year.^ No such remarks seem to liavc been made. 

At a Consultation on the 25th Jnly 1746, the Board read a third peti- 
tion from the merchants of the Gentu caste on the island repeating their 
dislike of the Mayors Court persisting in obliging them to swear upon 
the cow on all occasions ; tho Courtis attaching Dliaramdas' books and 
papers ; and lately their interfering in a disphtc among their ca.stes 
which ahvays used to be adjusted by tho caste heads. Uiion this it 
is romarked tliat the proper method to case the merchants would Ixi to 
acquaint the Mayor's Court of their gricv.ances. But ns from the 
Court's late behaviour they liave shown no great readiness to nilord the ■ 
mcrcliants. redress, it is ordered tliat the President will acquaint tlie 
merchants tliat they may follow their respective occupations without 
fear of having their usual privileges infringed on,^ 

A Consultation held a week later (Ist August 1746) has the follo\v- 
ing entry ; Several meroliants of Snrat having licen informed from 
their correspondents on this island tliat the Mayor's Court had obligctl 
the Gentus on all occasions to swear upon a cow, have written an 
attestation addressed to this Board concerning tho same enclosed in a 
letter from the Chief of Surat. Translate of this attestation sliows 
the petitioners represent that such an oath is never taken by any 
autbority in Surat, Gujardtthat is North Gujarat, Dckkan, or Hindu- 
stan, and that nobody swears upon the cow, and that amongst the 
Gentus it is deemed a very ill thing both in him that swears and in 
him^ that obligcs any one to swear in that manner. Directed thiit the 
original attestation be kept in tho office of correspondence with the 
country governments and that this translate bo entered under the last 
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»>f Dorowilii'f ftl lht‘ e««l of tlti* ilbry witl» th" n*ver6l p'.'tlti'inujvhth!’ 
ti> nfTuir.* 

Al'>ul ttt'ii nKinUi' Utor {7lh 0<;{'>lx!r IT-IG) tli** Jloard FwU{)cf<i?5w- 
iii;»rrt*ia tW loth‘‘MKVur'o(!«Hirt TfiVmllsllji'y'I. 

17 Id. I ntn crtlem! to ftetpwjnt you titit th<; C^^rt 
I (ifry to <-l/‘crvt' tlut el:**cn‘k>n» that havi* hnj>j**)v<l in n'litioa to tly 
ftjwoTath took th<*in tliJi tlaj' into K'rii.U'i tt>ns«ifmt!'ju,ar.i! hciti^fsllr 
lati'-rml tliht th'.* wwHSrtlh ha*! MTntiotatl nn*^Mne « oii'l ill'<cr.t'r.i 
niuun^ till* nativt"! in itTri'-ral, atal that «ltat»-fcr oatli tlwy lake tis- 
fiirmaiiK* to llifir rclipon "ill I*' 4‘'juaJly hitnlinir wr «»'!! ai j)on!“ro.-!i 
liv law, wo linvo ntrrml that nil Miita thall carivnl on tn the KrlK'* 
iwMofim’ jiniotina! In* tlii*i Court, 'J In' lloatil orili-r that tliii IctWl*’ 
jta'flnhil.* 

At n ConMillalkm llw* 4th No vcml/‘r J740, (ho follow inp 
ftom litaek iiictclianto to tho Pro* iih-nt, roih Octolj-r 1 TPi, h rv-aJ aw 
oith-rivl to !*• rfcor»l«-«l : Hnvinp pri'N'ntM your Honour t-'vcfil pit:- 
(ionti ftt tUfTfwnt (imr< rcprr-^ntii»{r thu jjTn'v.UKv of hivinp tfcr coin 
uj«ti llto t‘'<w irnjv*'-«l tijxin u« hy tho th'-ii Mayor’s Court conliatr t>» 
our t“t3iilii.!K<l l.awsnn'l rdifjion to wluoh yotir Tlononr verypno-t''”.*..)' 
nttondcii anil wero plea^wl to rrcotnini'ml to tlr* fai<! (toiirt hy Irth'rt® 
nwil rw (ho ramo ami continno Iht* lonp tstnlilkh'd ptactice ef tt.* 
lulminiilration of tho oath upon the Ixjok tnlloil //Anprn/ I"** 
matter iMnp lately taken into consiilomtion hy (ho now judpM of te* 
Jfayor’a Court, wc have Ivon rcHevwl from tiu* oow-rrith l«th in tlat 
Court ami hy the licnch of juKtict*!! at the late riuarter n’«sion?.^ 

(In'! wo inatjc Iwld to juldtv'jis your Honoiir with (ho nnwt Mneew 
ttmnka and nckno\vl«lgn»ent«f. In token of pratitndo we flwU he 
nlwny« nwly nnd willing toaifonl (!«■! fJovenuni’ut (he lUmost of oar 
nwisUmcc even to the extent of our lives and fortunes wlienevcr "v 
may Iw called upon. Noiv wc Mlourrch'cs downiii peaceaml tranquil* 
lily under your lIononCR Government on nil occasion*! founil fi> mill 
nn(l indulgent to us, avhich from yourllonoar'aexperieiKVtl clemcnct 
and gewdness we have (hegreaUst reason to hois* will 1« long continuco, 
AVo mid no more hut to wW) your Honour prosperity ami success in 
nil your affaire.* 

At a ConmdLation, tho9(h Juno 1747, the llo.ard record (lie follow- 
ing rcsohiHon on the letter of 30tli SoptemI»or 17*10 from the Jfayor’s 
Court, consideration of which hail been put olf owing to unavoidable 
husinesp . As the Mayor's Court liecamo at length sensible that tlio 
cow-oath occasioned great uneasiaoss and discontents among the natives, 
tiic Hoard thinks they acted a becoming part in administering the book- 
oath horcloforo used in that Court.* 

The following reply from the Court of Directors, dated the 2f»tlj 
February 1747, wa.s in due conreo rocoived to the reference warding 
the use of the cow-oath; Since the granting of the clwrtcr for tlic 
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erecting o£ law Courts we have had sundry applications from our 
several settlements in relation to what oaths ought to be administered 
to heathens or Indians within their respective jurisdictions. "We have 
from time to time consulted the mast eminent counsel upon the sribject, 
and as there is nothing particular in your letter but ■what has before 
occurred at our other scttlementSj we send you extracts from ^the 
opinions which have been already taken, and hope they will Jjo sulliciont 
for your Government. Mr. Browne, the Company's Stniuling* Counsel, 
in an opinion of his, Ea 3 's : ‘ If the wtness voluntarily takes the o.alh 
. of his country from the hands of a Bwlhman or in a pagoila in order 
to give a sanction to his testimony licfcre he comes to ntt^t a^fact, ajl 
that 5 'ou can do is to afford a greater or less share t)£ credit to his 
ev’idenca according to the solemnity and the nature of the oath taken 
and the degree of reverence in which it is hold by the Indians ; and 
from this measure and the probability of the fact testified, the Court 
must form a judgment upon the whole case according to their real l)c1icf 
of the witness.'’ Again Sir Dudlej'' Ryder Attorney General, Sir J ohn 
Strange late Solicitor General, and Mr. Browne in a joint opinion say : 
‘ We think it safest for the Court to admit the evidence of heathen 
witness in such cases as lias been usual since the Charter, and upon such 
oaths as are commonly taken by them in ease of evidence according to 
thoir respective religions ; but to be particularly careful not to oblige 
them to take such oaths as their customs render it infamous £6r them to 
take.’ The same gentlemen in answ'or to another question say : ‘ We 
are of opinion the Court cannot compel the ialdng of the Pagoda oath ; 
and if the Court upon the party’s refusal to take oath should without 
entering into the merits of the cause make a decree against the part^', 
we apprehend it u'ould bo an error and a foundation for an appc.al ; 
and if the Maj'ox’s Court should endeavour by censure to compel the 
party to take it, it ■will ho a just ground of complaint against the 
Court as a mis-hchaviour in the office.’ Once more the present Attor- 
ney and Solicitor General, Mr. Browne, and Mr. Browning, in a joint 
opinion say: ‘ If the Ma^'or’s .Court should insist on an Indian’s put- 
ting in his answer or being sworn as a witness in a manner inconsistent 
with the religion of his caste, it will bo proper to bring that matter 
before the Governor and Council by appeaL’ We expect these 
opinions will have that weight with the Maj'or’e Court to induce them 
to alter their manner of' proceeding and to accept the answers and 
evidence of the Gentus ana otlier natives of India upon such oaths as 
are commonlj' taken by them ; and not to insist upon such ns their 
customs render it infamous for them to take.* 

In pursuance of the powers granted by tlie Charter, dated 34th Sep- 
•tember 1726, thfi Governor and Council of Bombay wore constituted a 
Court of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery at the same time tliat 
the Maj'or’s Court was established for the trial of civil suits. Only 
one volume (174*3-45) remains of the register containing the proceedings 
OT the sessions held in the Town Hall or Bohora Bazdr Street Court 
House, by the Board of Council for the Town and Island of Bombay 
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until Uic Court was superseded by tlie cslablisbraent of the Eccordcr’s 
Court on the 17tb Sepiomber 1798. 

Tlw following arc some cstracls from tlio proceedings of the Court: 
Register of Proceedings at the Sessions of tlie Peace, Sessions of Ow 
and Terminer and Gaol Delivery, held for the Town and Islanlrf 
Bomlny, in pursnanco of the jwwcre granted by Ilis Majesty’s Bovd 
Charter healing date the I'm! of Septcmlxjr 1726. Present in 
Court : the llonourablo William Wake Esquire, Ckiirmau j ana John 
Morley Esquire, Willbim Sedgwicke E'^piirc, George Dmlioy Es(|uire, 
Thomas Marsh Esquire, and Edward Owen Esquire. Tried a ease o! 
thch (lllh May 1743) of copper dishes and cup.‘ . 

Tho Grand Jury deliver (to llio Court) two Bills of Indicli^t 
against Joseph Goutinho and Badhou for felony and biirglarv. The 
Court tlien tried tlie case. Tlie evidence lieing summed up to uie jury, 
they after retiring a short time acquitted the prisoner of the burglary, 
but found him guilty' of tho felony, for which he received sentenw of 
dcath.^ 

The following well-known ease lias sometimes been referred to as an 
instance of cstraordinary rigour. The sentence of burning for wtly 
treason was, however, tho only sentence the Court eould legally have 
passed, as the penalty for compa^’ng a liusUand’s death was tlie saM 
as for high treason : 6an^ indicted for potty treason in aiding and 
aboUing vitha Bkanddri in the murder of her husband, to wliicli fhe 
plcadca not guilty, and mab'iig no csccptions, the same jury as before 
was sworn to pass upon her trial. The ciidcncc being the same .as 
against the former prisoner (Villia Bhandnri) who was sentenced to 
death for this murder, the witnesses were again sovcmlly cited and 
sworn, when they repeated wlmtthcy liad deposed in the pi'cccding tiul, 

f iarticularlvtliat the deceased said — lie had found Vitha Bhandifri with 
lis wife i tnat she afterwards put pounded glass in liis Mvji and then 
ho was wounded j she left the door open and did not Lay on his bed, but 
upon the ground. Being asked whether she showed any concern at the 
accident, they declare tiqr did not porooivo she did, whicli they tlie 
more observed, as the country women generally make great crying and 
noise upon the most trifling accidents. Tlio prisoner denied any 
knowlofe of tlio fact nor dm she know of any person being in tlie 
house or her husband wounded till waked by him, and that her leaanng 
the door open tb.at night was by ber husband’s order, as be was troubled 
with a flux and might have occasion to go oat. The CLairman repeat- 
ing the evidence to the Grand Jury, they retired and after some time 
found her guilty ; and she was sentenced to be bumt,^ 

■ ~A letter from the Court of Directors, dat^ the 24th January 1753 
conhuns the following note bn capital punishment : With respect to 
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criminal proceedings we have nothing to odd to the instructions already 
given, unless it is that the legislature have in the last session made an 
Act of Parliament for better preventing the horrid crime of murder. 
Several print(»l copies thereof wc send you herewith. If the Commis- 
sioners of Oyer and Terminer think it may be a means to prevent or 
deter persons from committing tliat horrid crime, they may, in case of 
conviction, proceed to judgment and execution, and disposal of the 
body in the manner that Act directs.* 

The Court being a Court of Quarter Sessions, its odicors were in 
theory ]>ayablc by the 'county, that is by the householders of the 
island, who were also liable for the upkeep of the county jail. At a 
Consultation of the 28th February 174il,tho Board record the following 
entry : The Coroner and Marslial, the former at Bs. 12 .and the latter 
at Rs. 28-3-75 a month, ought, it is certain, to bo paid hy the county. 
But as the poverty of the generality of our inliabitants will not admit 
of a proper assessment to defray the same, and those ofllccrs being so 
essentially necessary, we cannot see any way to provide a relief from 
that expense. It ^ereforc must be submitted to by our Uon’ble 
Employers.® 


In reply on the 11th March 1742 the Directors write ; The reason 
given in Consultation for our l)eing at the charge of paying a Coroner 
and Marshal is that the inhabitants are generally so poor that they cannot 
bear a monthly Msessment of Rs. 40 for that purpose. IVe esm hy no 
means admit this to be a fair representation of the case. The several 
housekeepers must take this charge off our hands.* 


Accordingly on the 26th August 1743, the Board order that Rs. 4* 
a month be a fixed tax on the inhabitant® for defraying the Coroner’s 
and Marshal’s wages.^ 

A extracte relate to the appointment of new Justices. 

A Consultation on the 8th May 1747 records; Mr. Sed^^wicke’s 
disraisral oo^ioning a vacancy in the Bench of Justices, Mr.'Sandcrs 
being fifth of Council upon the island, is now sworn in by the President 
^cordingly.* Again on the 8th Soptember 1747 the entrV occurs- 
Mr George Scott being fifth of Council on the island, is now sworn in 
W the President as one of his Majesty’s justices “ And on tho 8f b 
December 1747 : The removal of Messrs. Whitewell Munm oceS 
woning two vacancies in the number ofjnstioes, Messrs. Sewell and 
Dorrill are respectively sworn into that office by the President.’" 

The fact that for purposes of criminal justice Bombay was considered 
a county, and that the charges of the court's officers imd the jail were 


175^-60®””’’“^^^* Conrt’BLottcrs Vol. 4 «« 1752- 

i Courtof Oyor & Terminor Diary 26lh A«g. 1743 Vol. 119 of’l 7 « i- 7 .in 

Consaltation 8th May 1747, Pub Disrr 20 of Twv le?* * 

« Bom. Gov. Diary 8th Kept. 1747. Puh,' Dia y "TJf mv 3M ’ 

'Jon.. Gov. Diary 8th Dec. 1747, Puh. Diary 20 of 174^1? ‘ 
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tliercforo ns 5 cs.<’cd on tho householders, ji»iive rise to gpreat financial diffi- 
culties. The following extracts show the constant complaints regaid- 
ing the condition of tho jail duo to tho want of money for repair- 
ing it. A Consultation tho 3rd May 1728 records : 'Hie iustioe of 
the late sessions, held the 29th and 30th April and 1st instant, haviie 
upon a presontmont made them from tho Grand Jury,^ complsinei 
of the want of a prison, a plan was laid before them showing how at a 
cost of Rs. 2000 Dongri fort can be made proper for the samc. As 
the justices approved and ordered this amount to bo levied on ths 
Engiish inhabitants as well as on tho several oOicr castes on this islrad, 
and as for some time past tho said fort lias been of no other nse ttan 
for a prison and may be rondered more commodious than any bandintt 
wo can erect for the same c.xpensc, resoU'cd that it be appropriated 
for tliat purpose.* 

At a meeting on the I2tli May 174f9 the Court of Oyer and 
Terminer decided tlat as money was required to pay the rent due for 
the county prison and other charges, a sum of Rs. 400 be raised by an 
assessment on tho inhabitants for this pnrposc.- 

Again on the 24th October 1 743 the Court order an assessment ol 
Rs. 1800 to be levied on tlic inhabitants of this island for dcfrajnng 
the prison expenses and other charges- for one ye.ar, as well as for 
disoharging some debts dite from the county and filling up boles on 
the Green.* 

At a Consultation the 1 9th March 1745 the Board record : The house 
rented by the Honourable Company of the Modi at Rs. 25 a month 
and used for the county piison requires such costly repair as neither 
the Modi nor the county agree to meet. Considering that th* 
county has already laid put Rs. 6000 in building tbe prison at DonW 
since demolished upon erecting the new fortification (1 739), it is agreed 
that some of the lower rooms of the house in the marine yard be 
appropriated for a prison.* 

Certain defects having been noticed in the working of the Mayor’s 
Courts, the Company obtained a new Charter from King George II. 
dated 8th January 1763, re-establishing the Mayor’s Court, and repeat- 
ing tbe provisions of the earlier Charters regarding the powers of the 
Governor and Council os a Criminal Com-t. The new Charter also 
created a Court of Requests for ffiie summiry disposal of small causes. 
The Directors announce these new arrangements in a letter dated 
24th January 1758 ; Y^en the re-establishment of our settlement at 
Port St. George was under our oonsideration, we intended to have 
revived the Courts of Justice 111610, which were granted by the 


J Bom. Got. Comultatioa 3td Moy 1728, Fob. Diary 8 of 1727-28, 102. 
a. Bombay Conrt of Oyer* Totminer'Dlory 12th May 1743 Vol. 119 of 1743-1745 s, 
» Bombay Oonrt of Oyer and Ternuner Diary 2Bth Oot. 1743 Vol. 119 of 1743-1745, 
27. rorwsfc’s Home barieSi II* 410. 

■ < Bom. Gov. CoMuItatioa 19th hlarch 1745, Pnb. Diary 18 of 1744-46, 107. This 
ptonosal seems not to have heen carried oat. In 1750 (Grose, I. 49) Dongri fort was 
;tni tho prison. The prison protoh^ roMinod in Dongn fort tm the fort was destroyed 
in 1769. Bombay Town Mntenals, II. 876-377. •' 
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letters Patent o£ the 13th year o£ the reign of his kte Majesty. But. 
npon advising with Mr. Attorney General, Mr. Solicitor General, and 
Mr. York (our Standing Counsel), we were informed that by reason of 
the taking of that place by the French and their possession of it after- 
wards, all the powers and authorities which by that charter were 
granted for holding of pleas in civil actions at Port St. George were at 
an end, and that it would he necessary for ns to apply to His Majesty 
for a new charter. There being some defects in the former Charter, 
and some alterations necessary, and that there might be an uniformity 
in the constitution of our several Courts of Justice, and in the rules and 
methods for the administration of justice at our several settlements 
in the East Indies, we were advised by the same gentlemen to 
petition His Majesty for leave to surrender our former charters, and 
that His Majesty would be graciously pleased to grant ns a new one 
for our several settlements. Accordingly His Majesty has been 
pleased to accept of such our surrender of our said former Ohartex's 
and to grant us new Charters for our principal settlements in Indian- 
an exemplification of which new charter under the great seal of 
Great Britain we send you herewith. We also send two written 
copies of the present Charter and of the surrender of the former 
bound separately, the one for the common use of our Governor and 
Council, the other for the use of the Mayor’s Court. By the new 
charter our President and Council and also the Mayor’s Court are 

to qoaJify themselves 

as by this Charter is directed. Prom that time oil powers and 
authorities granted by the former charters are to cease and to be 
no longer acted under At the same time all proceedings as well 
^ vrhich at the time of the arrival of this Charter 

shall be depending, are to be continued and carried on before their 
severaljurisdictions without abatement or revival. Our President 
and all our Council are constituted Justices of the Peace mid Com 
missioners of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery • and tlie 
Mayor and Aldermen, who shall be such at the time o / the arrital 
continued m their several employments For 
the tuture all vacancies m the Court of Aldermen are tn h(» 
and filled up by our Governor and Oounpil wIiVk supplied 

they are to choose Council, out of which 
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Mnyor'a Court ia to keep tlic nccminia Initwccn our rrc»i»lcnl Mill 
Council, mill thnt Court. In rL'^jmrd to tlio suing forKinnlideltji, as 
llto ordinary niclfiod for iirorcwling in tlio Jf.ayor’n Court is attended 
with A greater exponn; tluin the ii.aturc of such suits can Lear, a Court 
of ItcqiicfllH is hy this Ciiartor erected for licaring and determining 
in A sunininry wny nli disputes svhcrc the ni.attcr in question shall not 
exceed the vnliio of iivo pngodns (Us.lfi). These arc the roalctiii 
]inrls of tlic Charter, which sve nl present think fit to take notice of. 
\Vc strictly recommend to you nndtotho Mnyor’s Court tlut you 
attentively read over the Charter j nnd thnt you and they srill in ail 
resiioels strictly conform yourselves thereto. Within tliirty' days after 
the arrivni of this Clnrter, onr President and Council arc to take the 
oatlis ns Justices of the Peace, nnd Commissioners of Oyer .and Temi- 
ncrand Gaol Delivery, and miistnftcrwaids fill up thca'acannes,ifany, 
among the Aldermen, who must lake (ho ontlisdircctcdhy this Charter, 
lieing the same as u'cre directed by' tlic former Ch.artcr, the fonni 
whereof arc to 1« found in the Jtook of Instnictioiis sent out to the 
Mayor^s Court u*ilh the former Charter of the 13th of the late King. 
The substance of this Ciiartor, so far ns relates to the people nnd in* 
iinbihants, sliould he pubitshed to them in the same iiuinncr the former 
Cliarter u'os published. For the particulars whereof, we refer yon to 
your own entries udlli this addition that it should be knoum to sneh ri 
the natives ns cannot in their consciences condescend to the taking of 
an oath, thnt their evidence is for the future to bo admitted upn 
affirmation, or in such manner ns they' shall think most binding 
ujion them to speak the truth. The reason for this indulgence to tho 
natives of Indi.a to give their evidence by* aifirmation, is that some 
persons, wo are informed, have lost their debts, and others have sulr 
mitted to lie in prison rather than to submit to tlic taking an oatli. 
Wo also wmembor that at your settlement, uixm its being insisted that 
the natives should take tlic cow-oath, tlioy petitioned against it j and, 
if it was insisted uyion, they desired Icara to withdniw themselves and 
their effects from our settlement. TIio Court of Directors agreeable to 
the new Charter, by an instrument in writing under flio Coiniiany's 
seal sent herewith, have obliged the Company to be answerable in the 
tciTUB of tho Cliarter sent herewith, for such money's, effects, and secu- 
rities as shall bo deposited with their Governor or President and 
Council. By an order under the hands of tliirtcen or moro of the 
Directors, tiicy have authorized you to appoint an Accountant General 
and directed mm in what manner that office is to bo conducted.^ 


I The detailed order rone lui follows : 

Whcicos His Mojestj King Oooigotlic Second by bis Letters Potent nnder the 
great seal of Great Britain, bearing dote at Westminister the idghth day of Jannnrr 
in tho twenty-sixth ^enr of his reign did for himself bis heirs and snccessots civc and 
grant unto the United Company of mcicbonts of Hngland trading to the 
Indies nnd their snccessora; and did thereby ordain, direct, establish, nifi annoiiit tw 
there shonld be for ever thereafter within the town or fnctoiy of Bombavln hVo 
E ast Indies one body polKlo nnd corporoto by the name of the Mayor and aMoI; 
men of Bombay to consist of a Mayor and nine Aldermen j and did tberebr frf™ 
grant to tho said Company nnd their snoccssors and did thereby ordain 
- appoint Hint the Mayor nnd Aldermen for tho time being of ^mban 
Bhonid for ever thereafter be and they are thereby conatitmed a Court o/b«^T^ 
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The erecting of this ofiice of Accountant General is of such utmost 
iraporlance to the suitors that we liave undertaken to he at ihe expense 
of it and that the suitors shall not be bnrthened. The office itself is 
new. A person must he appointed Iry the Governor and Council to 
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fbe ramo of the Uajor's Conrt of 'Boia'baj' ; and tiat they oi any three oi 
them twhercof the MayoT or BeaioT Aldonnim then residing there to be on ej may 
and they arc thereby anthorized to try hear and determine all civil salts actions 
.and Ideas that shall or may arise or biippen. or that had already arisen or happened, 
tritliin the said toirn of Vombay or trithin any of the factories snbjcct or sabordi- 
ante to the saii^Company's fnototy or settiement at Bombay or to the Governor or 
I’msidentnnd tbc Goiineil of llombay aforesaid, except as therein is mentioned. And 
His Majesty in his said Lottore I’atont, taking notice that it was d the utmost concern 
.and importance to the suitors ot tUo said. Oenrt that their moneys seoniities and 
effects shoald he preserved and secured for their benefit in the most Carcfnl and 
cffcctaal manner, and tluit the same wonld he most safely kept in the hands of the 
smd Company's Governor or 'President and Oonncil of Bombay with the cash and 
effects hclenging to Ute said Company, and reciting that the said Company had 
undertaken and agreed to he answerable to the snitors of the said Court for »1J ench 
inoncys sccnritics and effects as nnder the orders of the said Mayor's Court slionlil 
be paid delivered to or deposited with their said President and Conneil (except in 
cases of fire, foreign invasions, or other nnnvoidsble accidents whereby the said 
Dionojs securities or effects may be lost), and also to be at the charge and expense 
tt'iiieh mnyheocciisionedliy reason thereof or of the depositing safe keepine anti 
restoring or papng and dciivering out of snoh moneys sccnritics .and effects so that 
the snitors might not be bnrthened thereby. His Majesty therefore, npon Bitch 
agreement and nndertakrag of the said Company, for himself his heirs and snoMSsors 
Ijettors_ I^atent did will and ordain that all moneys seonritios anti 
seitors as shonid be ordered into Conrt or to be paid delivered or 
leposited for safer onstodysbonld be paid or delivered into or deposited with tbo 
»* Conneil at Bombay to be by them kept and deposited 
Jtte Mid Mnvort,^^rf® *^1 f Company, snbjoot to snoh orders and direotions 

liimLw snitors And His Majesty by his said Letters Patent for 

iimsclf hiB heirs and sncccssois did give and grant unto the Gonrt of DiroetoTR rS 

directions His Majesty did thereby ntcthodB and. 

, methods and dlreotiOM as are bv floeoitJing to such rates 

Of Chancety in Great BrilMn or Accountant General of his High Conrt 

ciTonmstanccsofaffaiis wonld permit” situation and 

od were net to tateXZr to hfir '•ereiubofore recit- 

tlie arrival of such Letters Patent at Bnmf ”* effect nntil thirty days next after 
, Company of merelmnt^f Knlund to^^^^ the said Hnited 

instmmont in ivriting under the obUgation or 

.'annaiy instant, hare n”j.. ».i.,.- tynring date the eighteenth day of 

said Mayor’s Court of Bombay Xwaid^for^^ ^answerable to the suitors ot the . 
as uuder the orders of the said ^or all tocU moneys Beonritics and effects 

'viththe said Hnited *5? bo P»id delivered to or deposited 

>doresaid.exceptKesSZ^ore?Jn^^;^^ President and Oenneil at Say • 

^hcrobvthn Bniii tn.. » lOfcign invnsioitSt orofchcr 'nTi»vnirinY«in 
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remain in onr Irca'stir}'. Wc therefore euspend for IJio j»rcseiil appoint- 
ing any Kilarics for these oflicerK, anil desire yon will lei uk know yooi 
sentiments what salaries should he paid to each of tliem, with jont 
reasons for the same. In the incanlimc wc poimit and nntlioriw: ym 
to make them such moderate allowances for tlicir tronhlc ns you dull 
think reasonable. As the mayor’s Court luis Iiccn long in possession 
oE their jurisdiction, so tliat they liavc established to thcinsch'cs fonns 
and methods of proceeding, wc sliall prefer them to follow tlic same and 
the rules of practice laid doum in the Imok of instructions sent tlicm 
by the former Charter, except in such instances wherein they lure 
deviated from the .same. In this wo jiarticularly remark that they 
have suffered the proceedings before them to be prolix and imiicrtincnt, 
wheix'as in the bill and in tho answer the }Viirty’s case nnd defence shoulil 
be staled in the most clear and conci.se manner, without ol>?crvntions 
arguments or inferences, all which ought to be expunged as impertinent 
and as proper arguments for the counsel or attorneys to make use of at 
thc_ hearing rather tlmn to in!«rt in their pleadings. Wc cannot help 
taking notice lliat simeinl replications nnd rejoinders vith other spceiil 
proceedings lave been admitted after a full answer lias been jrat in, all 
wliich wo consider ns impertinent and occasioning great delays, and 
putting the suitors to a mtst unnecc-ssary expense. To prevent the like 
for the future wc do hereby will and onlor and direct you to awinaint 
the Mayoris Court that after a full answer is jait in, no special replica* 
tionor rojoindcr or any 8ubsc(]ncnt special proceedings sliall lie admitted 
many case wlutsiwvcr After a full answer is put in, the plaintiff shall 
reply and the defendant or defendants shall rejoin, according to the 
TOmmon or usual form laid down in tho book of iiistraetions.' Tbt 
thereupon the yartics give such rules for producing witnesses, and 
pMsing_ pubheahon, as m tiie said book is directed. This method, as 
we are informed, is agreeable to constant settlcil rules of practice in all 
- > 

f hat\te bSances scf rr-yective accounts with each other and 

books which certificat^^a^ '““'““onnt do agree with those in their respective 
Court. “I®'* "’"‘’"B «rords of the Jlayor’s 

Oencral all nionora or rcmornl of any Acconiitoat 

WmasAceonntnrrtacno^ls^RtitenndZshml'"*! ™ wUsncd to 
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any other oHioor of the M^'s Com Aceonat.mt General llegistcror 

any of tho unitors' moneys Sects with the actanl receipt of 

only keep tho account yritu the GoviMn?^'* 'Tr. •’5“®^ Accountant General shall 
Court acoordiug to the rules hetebv*'S»s..^K a Kegislorof the Mayor’s 

soriboaby theOourtof DiiwtOT of the n”')? "tmO hereafter be pre- 
nnsn-erablofornny moneys cllwts „r ‘'““P"®!'. He shall not be 
the said United Company and their aotnally receive, nnd 

answerable for the moneys cICcets and Bombay' shall be 

received by the said Governor anil 

18 hereby further ordered that no fee heforo escccptcd. And it 

Governor nnd Ooundl Aeoonntant ami the said 

their derks or servants for any matter or *hem or any of 

virtue of this order. And it is further onterStiF,i®““® 9 '^‘ted to bo clone by 
the offipos of the Register and Aceoantant Sinctnf of'tK?^ i" 

aforesaid.— Eaelosnrcs to Conrt’s letters Vd 8 *00.3/^® Mayors Court at Bombay 
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tlie Courts o£ eq^uity in tlus kingdom. If any attorney or sob'citor sliall ~ 
oifcnd by inserting any scandalous or imiiertinenfc matter in any bill or 
answer we order and direct tliat tlic same bo expunged and tluit sucli 
attorney or solicitor, and not the client, do iKiy the costs occasioned 
thereby out of his own pocket.^ 

In the same despatch (24tli Jannary 1753) regarding the Court of 
Bequests or Small Causes the Directors continue : An easier more sum- 
mary and less expensive method for the recovery of debts than the 
common form of proceedings allows has long been wished for. This has 
formerly been attempted at all or most of our settlements. But as we 
then had no sufBeient authority to hold such Courts, the design however 
useful was obliged to he laid aside. The many Acts of Parliament 
that have of late years passed here for the erecting of such Cmuts in 
several cities and boroughs of this kingdom, together with our own 
opinions, sufScicntly convince us of tlic utilit)' of such Courts. For 
these reasons wc petitioned His Majesty that in the new Cliarter he 
would erect such a Court, With tliis His Majesty has been graciously 
j}lcased to comply and we send j’ou horewitli, under the hands of thirteen 
or more of the Court of Directors, certain rules orders and regulations 
to bo observed by yourselves and by the Commissioners of the Court 
of Bequests so far as respectively concerns yon. And wc do in a parti- 
cular manner I'ocommcnd to you and to the Commissioners, tliat in the 
ilrst norainaiion of Commissioners and in all future appointments of 
them, our coveuaut servants shall alwaj"s have a preference or Ixs first 
named. If there should not bo a sutBcicnt number of them to answer 
this purpose, the rest must Ijc made up out of tlic principal inliabitnnts. 
IVe likewise iwommend it to 3 'ou that the oflicers of the Court ]>c as 
few and the foes as moderate as possible that the suitors m.aj' find 
relief vrithout oppression. As tliis Court is calculated for the benefit 
of the poorest of the iwoplo, wc hope none of om’ servants or of the 
inhabitants that shall be nominated Commissioners, will decline the 
son'ice j as bj' an boncsi and faithful discliargc of their dut^’, Ihcj' may 
lie a blessing to the people. For j'our further nssistance in earrjung 
tins part of the Cliarter into execution, wc send j'ou several printed 
Acts of Parh'ament, wherebj' the Jike Courts arc established in this 
kingdom. We leave it to our President and Council, with the assistance 
of the Commissioners, besides tlic orders and instructions wc now send 
j'ou, to take such otlier parts of tlie several Acts of Parliament and to 
establish such further rulo.s and ordem of .vour own, as in your ojiinions 
will best conduce to those good ends for which this jiowcr was desired 
and obtained, subject alw.aj's to our control and altcmtion. A.s the Court 
of Requests unll at first lie at .a loss, u-ith regard to the form of their 
process and orders and the inetliod of keeping of their books, wo send 
j-ou M-ith tills despatch a liook of instmclions upon this bead ■with an 
appendix thereto containing the fonns of their ordcre and proces.--, and 
the method of keeping such hooks as will bo necessary and wliicb are 
agreeable to the foiTns and mclbods made iise of in the Court of Requests 
here. Wo recommend it to the Commissioners to follow the same. 


Chapter V. 
Justice. 


Court 

of Bequests, 
1703. 


^ I’ul). Dcp. Court’s Letters Vol. of l7!i2‘17S6, Qo-CO. 



BOMBAY TOWN 


iBistoty 


GO 


ChnpUr V. 
Gusti.»> 


Cnnrt 

of IfcillItttD, 
ITu'J. 


unlcr-*; nny k-tfcr metliol ocoiw lo flwm, wlifch o«i often as it doc<, flier 
ntc at liberty fo purMie. You will jurreive by otir instructions, vii 
ropaul to the Conrl f f Bcnieits that nil mnn’*y onlcrod to Ijc paal into 
Court, must l>o iiaiil into ami Mjpal with Iheeleil: of the Court, t« 
be jwid over to the jihiiiitiffs necoriliiif; to the Coinmi-sionw' cnlerf. 
At piescnt these oiinu: uill lie small nixl tiich nv the clerk of thet'ourt 
may liimH-lf be HilUcieut for. In time, »ml ns the Court may Inifu 
to take vilh the jHfojde, consitlcralihi sums mnv Ire lo«l"0<i ui'h tb 
clerk. We recommeml it therefore to the Coiiinii-sioncrs to lure 
11 unfchfiil eye to this mittcr; anil whcncror they think it iicwsw, 
to cill ujinii nnil tiblip; their clerk to {>ivo ninitT'iil n'cniily to lhr!r 
ratiifaetion, to lx* niiswerahlc to the snitors for all moneys whiih sliii! 
be paid iafo their Iwnds timler anyoidere of Court. To prevent pinoas 
suing in tlie Mayor’s Court, where the mitter iWs not exec-.d the 
value of five I'a'rodas we have made an order vhioh wo send you li««- 
with, whcrchy (ho Mayor’s Court are in all such ca*^r <5 directwl no*, to 
allow the jdainf iff any tisU, but to oblige him (o jay costs to (hi 
<lefcnd.int.‘ 


n-p r..nrf» UtleM Wl. -tof IWS-IT.'-*,, ro-cs. TUs Wowlr? Jmstv 

dtlolM uoli r< for estili’bMns the Court of t« ! 

WUrrevs lli< MuImIv Ktnir <:n>r(n' It. lij lii« l.('tti’r» ralrnt uielrr tlio pml kum 
G nsat IlrUaln WiriiiB itUe at Wr»tmtni«Ur tlu’ Stlulny of January In tlir SiHli wv cf 
liU n'iilii dill for liimwlf IiS^lictrsaihl Mirrr<*nr«K5ie luut (.Tint unlu tli.> s'U Initm 
(.’omtiitiy of niorrhimU of KnalMullruliiwto llir 11 w bslirt nml t1u!r»tt«o*»M'»'>i 
<11(1 tlirri'liy onluin itin'ot «t iMWi and a|ipitRt tliit tluTo rlumld Iv fonacr tin n'aflrt 
wllliln ttie town or f wtory of Hwiitay In the Ifs't Indira one Imly polilie nnd Ci 7 ri*«te 
hv the nanir of the Mityor nnd Atdennrn of Jhimhiy, nnd did then hy cirr nnd pront to 
the fcSld I'oinpany imd their »«cei'«'ior«, nnd did tluwlry onlnin ditvel m«l nppiitil l!i*t 
tlio JInyor nnd Aldermen for the lime lieiiip of HniiliSy ' nforeoid ahnnid forercr thirc- 
nfler tie nnd they Ore lliendiy eonvtUoted n Conti of Hecont hy tl.v name of tlie Moyer’* 
Court of flonihoy. And tliot tliry or ony thns! or inoiv of ti’icin (n-liereof tlu- Mnyerot 
senior Alderinnn llicn re^idinp thew to lie one) may, nnd they nn' tiimdiy onllioriied to. 
try iienrnnd determine nil riail suits netioin nnd pie.as timt’shnil or iimy nri‘Corhap|'cn 
or Hint lind nln’mly arisen or hopiiened irittiin the Kiid town of lionihay, or nitliin nny of 
the factories suhjrrt or sulmrdinntc to tlie said Coroiiany's fin-tory or settlruiint at Ihmi- 
liay, or to tlie (iovrmor or the Ihvsidcnl nnd tlie Cenncil at Jloiiihty nfnn-siid cxrrpl 
ns tiicreinis mentioned. Andhythoranie '.linrter or Letters iVitenl His Xlnjevty did piic 
full iiowcr nnd outliorlty to the Court of HireeUirs of the slid llnitiul Con'iisiiy. or nny 
thirteen or mote of them, to innhc such reauf**tions nnd ortlers for tiir letter AilndiiNtr,stUm 
of jnslicc in the said Mnyor’s Court ns lliey sliould from time to time think fit nnd neer*- 
tary. And hy Hk same Clmrter or laiUcrs 1‘ntmt for the pnniilinfr « more s|ietsly nnd 
easy way for the recovery of small delits wHIiin tlie said town of IJondmy )iis said Jlajcslj 
did'thcreliy aive nnd grant to tlic said United Comiany and did direct and apimint tliaf 
there sliould be a Court of neqnests in the said town of llominy nho simll Iinve fnll 
jwner to licnr and determine alJ such nrtions or suits as sliould lie hronght hefore them 
whore the debt duty or matter in dispute should not esceed or lie more than tlie value of 
live psgodnB. And whereas notwithstanding the pnirisiDns iiiailr by the said Cliarter for the 
su'ng for nnd recovering of email delits in a snmniap' way yet venations or ill-minded 
iicrsons may ho indnc«l to commence or bring notions or suits in tlie Mnyor’s C^nrt of 


aULVUIsAWd »tsvawsr*| vssss vum VJKU.'U VsOnipilnV 01 

inercliantft.of Enfilfind trading to tho Ensfc Indies whose nomes an> hereunto subsci^tcd 
and set, being the raojor part of the said Court of Directors, in pursuance of the scicral 
powers andorthorlties ta and ^ Mtcrs^l ntent given and granted unto the 
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The following extract from a Consultation of the I4<tli September 
1753 gives the names of the oiiginal memhors of the Court of Iloquests : 


to lie recovered by tlio plaintiff in sucli action dotb not exceed Uic value of five pagodas 
and the defendant in siicb action slinll duly prove by siifliciont testiniony to be allowed 
by tlic said Mayor's Court tlmt at tlic time of commencing such oction sucli defendant 
was inhabiting and resident within the said toivn of lioinbny or the factor cs or districts 
subordinate thereto and was liable to be nnmed or summoned before the said Court of 
Iicqucsts for such debt, then and in such ease the said Mayor’s Court shall not allow to 
the said plaintiff any costs of suit but shall award tiint the said pln-ntiff shall pay so 
much ordinary costs to the party-defendant ns such defendant shall justly prove before 
the said Mayor's Court it hath truly cost him in tlio defence of the said suit. And 
we do further order and direct that this order shall bo in force and tnUo place at 
Bombay and the factories and districts thereof nt the same time the Court of Kcqiicsts 
established by His Majesty’s aforesaid Boynl Charter shall take place there. — Enclosures 
to the Letters from tho Court of Directors Vol. 8, 2G - 28. 

Tho detailed Rules for the condnot of business in the Court of Requests arc as 
follows : Rules orders and rcgnlntions mndc by the Conrt of Directors of tho 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Bast Indies to be observed 
by the Commissioners of tho Court of Requests for the town of Bombny and the 
fnolorics and districts thereof erected by His Most Excellent Majesty King (Icorge II. 
,by his letters patent bearing date nt Westminister the Stb day of Jnnnnry 17»:) in 
the 2(>th year of his reign. We, whose hands are herennto subscrilicd, being tliirtccn 
or more of the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants trading to 
the East Indies, in pumunnee of the scvcml powers and nuthorities in tlint behalf 
given and granted unto tho Conrt of Directors of the said United Company in and 
by His .Majesty's said letters patent, do hereby direct and order onr Governor or 
I'residont and Connell of Bombny nforosntd, or tho major part of them, whereof tho 
Governor or I’rcsident or in his .absonco tho Senior of tho Council then resident 
to be one, ns soon as conveniently may be after tho arrival of his said Majesty’s 
letters p'atcnb or ehartcr, by writing under their hands to nominate nnd appoint 
some of the principal inhabitants of Bombny aforesaid, not more tlinn 2 k nor fewer 
than 8, to bo Commissioners to hear and determine nil snch actions or suits which 
shall be brought before them where the debt duty or mutter in dispute shall not exceed 
or be more tliau the valac of five pagodas, which Commissioners so to be nominated 
and appointed ns aforesaid shall continue in their said oflicc until the first Thnrsdny 
in December next after the arrival of his said Majesty's letters patent nud tlirc'c 
nr more of them in rotation ns they shall agree among themselves (but not to 
exclude any other of the Commissioners tbongli not .sitting or noting in the conr.so 
of such rotation) slmll sit every Tliursday in the week from the hours of 10 to 12 in 
the forenoon or longer if the business shall rcqnirc it to bear nnd determine nil such 
canses as slioll be brought before them not exceeding the value nforesaid nnd to 
give jndgment nnd decree nnd to nwnrd cxccntion thereon with costs ngninst t’'0 
body or ngninst the goods and cbuttlcs of nil nnd cvety person or persons ngninst 
whom they shnll give nny judgment or decree ns to tlicm shall seem just in Mnw 
nnd equity. Tlint our said I’rcsident and Connoil do, ns soon ns conveniently mny 
be. nfeer they have nominated siieU Commissioners ns aforesaid, summon nil tho 
said Commisstonurs to assemble nnd meet nt some convenient place, nnd do 
then nnd there administer to them the following onth, nnd that no Uoinmissioiicr 
shall be nt liberty to net until he shall bare first taken snch oath: — I, M./A, 
do swear that I will faithfnll3' impartially nnd honestly, according to the 
bestof my jndgment, without favour or affection to either p.arty, hear ond deter- 
mine such matters nnd things as shall be brought before me ns one of the Com- 
missioners of the Conrt of Requests of the town of Bombay nnd tlic f.actorics nnd 
districts sabordinntc thereto erected by Ills Mnjesty King George II. by certain 
letters patent under the Grc.st ijc.*!! of Great Britain bearing date nt Westminister 
the Sth day of .lannarj’ in tho 2(ith year of his reign. 

At this meeting the Commissioners nre to consider nnd appoint proper officers for 
the doing of the business ond cxconting the ordciH of tlic Conrt to continue in the 
rcspcctisc offices during the pleasure of the said Commissioners or the major part of 
tlicui in a general meeting of nil the Commissioners for the time being whom we 
nnthorize nnd empower to remove suoli officers nnd to appoint others nt tlieir plcasnrc 
and as vncnneics shnll happen. The Coramlssioners nt snch meeting nre likewise to 
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Ilis Ifajc-iity King George II. Iicing gmcioinly pleirsod to (lircclin t!ii> 


mukc such stniiiUns onIer< Itipr Mull lliink iiccf‘<ai7 for ilic litlli'r dirrcllon Ml 
Uorcnimcnl of llic mIiI Court to wltlo miil n;r«'iiiioti tlioir frcral n.uitlna», o. 
cstnlilMi ninhloflf feci to lie tnten l>y tlic oflliuTi of tlio Court, ulifrli fci'wcdcf- 
commend mill order to be 01 modciutc 01 |io«il)lc, ntid do lity oneli tnWe ofki-'lcftt 
our Uovemor mid Cntinril for tlirtr n|>|irol)ntiiin, ulmm ire do h< rcl>y urilcr 
nnthorlrc to rc;adolc tliein. And the imiiir lidni; rr^nliilcd nnd nlloiii d by oar ci;! 
(lorernornnd Council, or tlio inojiir |>ort of tlicm, n-hcrenf the lioirrnor <>r Vitdlcrt 
or In Ido nh'cnre the Henior of the Ounnril thru rriidant to In: our, nnd MiM! tr 
olRucd by them nnd oliMl lie the Iturfitl foci of the oald Court, ninl n leble of icA 
fi‘c« nlinll bo afiixcd fiir pnldio view tn the Court or plarr iihcrc the Cominixh a»H 
Minll meet for the doing their baiinm nnd ni often ni the Mine olmll lie defaivl c 
worn out nnolher otmlt lir nilixed nnd |>ut up in the iiLiec thereof. }f nt rnch in'i i- 
iiig there rtmll not be eulllcicnt lime for the Cominl«d(>iien to do the t'Oi-n! 
tnatlem nnd thingi lioforc directed, they mny ndjoum thcin'rlvri from time to tine 
till thc.v linvc finiihed the e-antc. Hint nil Mnndlng nnlrm nnd ndci that Mull 
from time to time iie mnde nt n geneml inccting of the (:ommi»>iiincrs rlisll lie aoJ 
coniiniio to be the rnlci nnd onicn of the raid Conrt of Uctineilp, (.nbjrct nererthe- 
Icntn lianimullcd r.aricdnnd nitried by nny FnlisC<|ucnt Ecnrml mmllnK of tb' 
Comniiiiioncri tor the time iielng to lie enniiiioneil for ihnt imriiote or b.r the Com! 
of Dlrectora for the time heing. And If any ijcrmn trim rlmtl In- m tniraiiintcd ami 
n|ipomtcd n Commissioner as nfoieraid nnd who shnti not hnre tnLcii the liefore- 
mentioned oath nt nny of the raid mcctingi liefore onr tsid flovrmor nnd Counrll, 
ire do direct nnd imlcr that, ticforr he ncti ni Commissioner, he do tube the «anie 
onth hefore nny two of the Commlisioneri Bitting tn mtntlon ivlioni no do licn-hr 
nutlioritetondmiulsIeranolioiiibloliininreonliDgly. Tlial on the first Thnrnlaf 
in nccciidier next nftcr the nrriral of hiiMajcsty'a charter, the raid Commlsdnncn 
i.|inll a«iomhio towtUer nnd 12 of the personi to be appointed Commissioncii, or 
ouo-hnit of Ibfl Bald Commissioncra in 0.110 their nnmhcr lie Irn than 24 . Mini! by 
the ballot of all of them or such of them m Bhall he ilnwenf lie nsiaoi ed nnd n 
number oqunl to that of those Kmorml nhnll lie climen ifv hXl of tl” lemMuing 
1 . or iMiernumlior of those tlintthidl he removed. In the places nnd Mead of »neh 
ns Blmll be removed, to continno fn bucIi employment until the first. TIiutmIit ill 
December in the raccccdlng year, nnd until others ohall be cliolen And tlirtnithc 
end of the raid yenr that halt ot the Commissioners who shnl? 'unVi' ii.H miiio.t 
wrved in nnoli oflloo Bhall he rcmovcil nnd otheni chosen by ballot it^^ tl Sr ninws 
in manner nfoteraid nnd so from yenr to year on the first Thn™!.,’.? tn 
forever hereafter. That the Bald;Conimiss\enere do keep or ‘ra 7 1 e toHml 
nnd BO many proper books ivlierem Bhall he entered nnd tceMi..«i »ii *riifiXri 
and ProceedingB ot tlic raid Cpn^ Tlmt it shaTl aSfi i^'ti.i^L'i t m?d fo 

every person and persons inhabiting or being within the said^,™ . r nr 

ivitbin nny of the factories or dlstScls thereof sidio non- i n? f ^ 
have any debt or debts owing to him her or them, not exccmltan tUc'^U u ot''^“ 
pagodftS by any person or persons wlialsocTcr Inliabitljirr nis v i 

within the said toTO of Bombay or nay of thrihetS Z " hvoli ioml 

therato, to ennso such debtor or debtors inhnbiting or 

aforesaid to bo warned or sammoned by the proper officer fsS^i *? 

authorized and required to execute all 'vnrranU ptcccpta and 

Conrt ot Requests) by writing left at the dwelling honse*or ninlS^r*" i j ° 

other plnec of denling ot resort of such debtor or debtoV or^ bv^anv othn? 

able waroing or notice, to appear before the CommissioMts of the 

time aad place as shnU be therein mentioned. Andtffthe Lm 

nny three or more ot them shaU, nftot snob siunmons ns ntormicL tomstaTl noirernm? 

nnthonty to make ot onnse to bo mnde snoh act order ondonlcrs dmiii Fn,w 

nnd ptoocedinga between snoh party ot parties plaintilb, nSd'ws h« ^ th^ek'.Sw 


u« VUCCnMI 

and shall be observed performed' and kept V'nil"p'^“lls ’wMM.,! 
as by tlic'debtor or defendant. And, lot the more dho nnd reiSr 
said Conrt intended to be creeled by the nfoteraid letters *'''® 

further order nnd direct the said Commisslonors or nnr thmFI. H’ do hereby 
ndministcT oath or affirmation to the plnintia or defend^ tod*"?”* °1 ^ 
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IlojTil Cliarter tliat a Court of Requests be erected for detei-mining 
causes in a summary way, it is resolved tliat the following gentlemen 
bo aijpoiufed commissioners : 


1 Mr. Charles Waters. 

2 „ Charles Whitehilh 

3 „ Ownnn Geckie. 

4 „ J^ames Bylcy. 


5 Mj*. Nicholas Starlne. 

6 „ Richard Broughton, 

7 „ John Jones. 

8 „ Stephen LaceyJ 
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or witnesses as shall be prodnoed by each party and also to the officers of the said 
Court for or concerning any business rclntire thereunto if the same Commissioners 
or any three or more of them shall so think it meet, that is to say, to administer an 
oath or oaths upon the holy evangelists to such witness or witnesses person or 
persons who shall profess the Christian religion and to administer an oath or 
solemn affirmation to any of the natives of India in such manner as they according to 
their several castes shall esteem to be most binding on. their consciences to oblige 
them to speak the trnth. 

And lor the more cScctnal establishing of the said Court of Bequests and the 
better enforcing the orders and decrees which shall be made by the said Commis* 
sioners, and that the said Commissioners may be invested with proper power and 
anthority and be free and exempt from any insults or abases, we do farther 
order that if any person or persons shall contemptnonsly affront insult or abnse all 
or any of the Commissioners of the said Conrb during their sitting in the said Court, 
it shall and may be lawful to and for any officer of the said Conrt by order of the 
said Commissioners then sitting or any three or more of them to take sneh person 
or persons so offending ns aforesaid into custody and to carry him her or them 
before one or more of His Majesty’s justice or justices of the peace for the said town 
of Bombay to answer snch affront insnlt or abnse. And upon the fact alleged being 
dnly proved upon the oath or oaths, affirmation or affirmations of one or more 
credible \vitacss or witnesses against him her or them, then and in such case the 
said jnstico or josticcs shall proceed to ponish each person or persons so offending 
as aforesaid by fine or imprisonment or both, provided that the fine on any ono 

{ iccson do not exceed the valne of two pagodas and that the imprisonment be for no 
ongcr time than ten days. And we do further order that upon the non-payment 
of the said hne so to be imposed or set npon every person convicted of offending 
ns aforesaid, it shall and may be lawfnl for the said justice or justices to issue n 
warrant or warrants under bis and their hands and seals for levying the said fine or 
fines so imposed npon the goods and chatties of every such offender or offenders 
being then resident or inhabiting within the said town of Bombay or any of the 
factories or districts subordinate thereto, and to cause sale to be made thereof in 
^ ca.se they shall not be redeemed in five days, rendering the overplus, if any, to the 
owner npon demand after dedneting the reasonable obarges of snob distress and 
sale. Wliioii fine or fines when levied or received shall be immediately paid over into 
the bands of our Governor or President and Council to be by them applied for the 
relict of the poor or such other charitable purpose as they shall think fit, and if 
snch offender or offenders shall not have any goods or chatties within the, said town 
and fort or the factories or districts subordinate thereto whereof such fine or fines 
can be levied as aforesaid, then and in snch case and upon non-payment of such 
fine or fines, it shall and may be laivful for the said jnstice or jnstices by warrant 
under bis or tbeir band and seal or bonds and seals to commit such offender or 
offenders to prison, there to remain, until be she orthey shall pay the said fine or fines 
so imposed as aforesaid not exceeding one calendar month, and such fine or fines 
when Icricd or received shall be immediately paid over into the bands of our said 
Governor or President and Conncil to be applied for the uses and purposes before- 
mentioned. 

And we do farther order that a trne copy of the two last mentioned orders be 
fitmd. or stuck up in the most public part of the office or place where the Com- 
missioners shall sit to do business to the end that no person or persons sball or 
may pretend ignorance In. the premises. And wo do farther order that these rales 
regulations shall be in force and take place at Bombay and the factories 
nntt districts thereof, at the same time the Court of Bequests established by his 
Majesty’s aforesaid Royal Charter shall take place there, — Enclosures to Court's 
liOttcrs Vol. 8, 20 - 25. 

• Pub. Diary 2C of 176S, 316. 
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Uutlor llu' jwlWrp* {rr:wt*'<l liv tSif riiirtcr, Ihf' Mavnr’* C‘’Uit. wr4:f 
il.ito tlu' 21' I J«lv I “(IS, ilanr tip till' fnllmvincftih'-, whidi InUi'Vi’rvctf 
tli<apptovi“il liy till' I)iii‘«'U»rh iiitil lliullv iltopj'-*! Ik-.'iilatina* ilr.ts'.a 
tip-:mil nifroovl Uv tli-* (’otirt f'*f thi-ir (.tK'fVitMV- is 

jiini'liro : 

'llvvt all faiirt- li-''!i'hniy a'lj->'imm>*nt t!t>» f'^art i)i«. tin<f at il’ 
Ihiii' l<> tvhii'h Ih -y iwlj i-invil tli.-ai i‘lv« ’> a Jr'lli'T i ■ ha-iii—- t>r f-'t 

as r( i‘i'minfinl--il liy tli • in'-tnu'tioii"' t<« lli*“ tJIs.ati‘‘r, a't-l tint n > ^la¥vt t-f 
Alth'riiiaii ti i\<* all aulli-ijUv t« a'ljotjrn a v.lim llv r «•«>• if 
ri’^ilarly met with 'tit tlc'ir mvti c ui‘^:nl or a* • rosiit: 

roi'uii. 

'Hint till' Major anil tivo or nioro Alili’mica h-iM a fVtrl ‘aery 
Mnmlay at tlto T«an Hall hy inUliiiri, att>l tint tlii'fir-t Moalivi! 
I'vory nn'nth tli-ir.‘ !>' a full t-Viitt, tin* (lay ri-rujHuii'inii •! fi-r tl'oin;: 
all tiiati'rlil or intiscator-j'i .* .. 'Hi" tti-'ml'cr,- ulio w ilftilly ah • at tli'isi* 
lolvc-- from ^'«lt Court to f nf-nt IN. i» uni-- ■. f-uur rK-a'ouahi-cxeu'oit 
ii(lnthti-il. Niitldii;; in thiinilo !• to princnt Hi" Maj'-c. up;:) ptsticiNf 
liU‘iii‘"H ru''!i !V5 arru {« nr atl.uhini’nl', linlilitijr i«t<'nuiali.it<! Ouirt* at 
liN (nvii !iou--i* for iK- paUli oflmMiu* »•. 

That all |H'tilii):L= pajHiiB {irc'i-aicd to Court !>• iiiiil>'r>-ii;p.r<l I>J' 
till! nigiiiltir ill (ler.iull of attortioyi. 

That nl Uw Court li-’hl iId lltvl Moiolay of oirry inotitli tli” 
ivfri'tor 1 m orili'rtal to Lay Ivforo thi'in lu’i. nci'oiiiit nirnail l*i>k of 
i"tate'' jMiHluciup nl tiu' laint* tiiios tlr* niaac.intnnt f,a-iii'i:»l‘>' nvvip!.' 
for wliatovi'T fiim*. of iiinacv may lmv»‘ Nam osiirnal to i(.ivp lvi>n iL-po* 
fitoil in tlio trtsi'-urj’ in tin* «.aiur!i' of tlii> |>rct*‘'liiiir monili, uNo nti 
nreount of all Court comimiMim f 'tli'etial, .a li-l of wlut imuoM have 
liecii (Iwidial iiiid of tlj<>--: dvjvndinjj, with tlio Mayor and ri’oi‘'t<’r‘si 
H'li.inile ILsto of nil primtion. <ainlimal in tlu’ fl>n"t i niid y-'fd hy 
the Mayor and Court nitrifyiiifr the titiv of tlu’ir (a.nfm-wi iit at nliir^-* 
Hiit ami tlia aiuount of the dfht. Nihoa i^’ tint tlo’ mvounlnn* {j<.'t)cnxl 
and ri'^islor Iw onlcrwl tolavtladr Nvihs Ndoiv tUo l.'oiirt at tin* t>.xjiira- 
tinu of everj’ Bix inontlia In order that tlio f-.iiiio In* in'jvcli'd and 
rotnjiared. 

That no inonov to l» di-iHi^itcd in the Comjtany'n (naixurr 
throunh the luinila of any of the Court’s |.(‘rvants in future Imt the 
followiii!' nilcsiM olsencd therein; (1) Upon thpCourl’s’ordorin- 
any money to Ix! depoMted, tlie register if> to write to the atrounlmd 
general to liting the same on liN Nh>1;k ax Court (leposit.s. (o) Hm 
nceountant general upon reeeijit of sueli order from the wgi-ter is to 
write to tlie assistant to the trea-surers to lodge the same in the triaisury 
with whk'li when granted he is to acquaint the iwrties concerned who hV 
their own people arc to pay il to the said ox.rihtanl nml ho to gram the 
accounlaul general a lecoipt for the mnount, whicli rci'omt is to 
produced in ConrI as before mentioned. (3) That the s.-imc rules Iw 
reversely oliscrved wiUi rcsiiect to pajing money out of tlie deiH'sit, in 
the treasury to any suitors in whose favour the Coml nmy luive dwnied 
the same. 

Tlmt tlie proceedings of each ronild.ay k- fair trauseiib'd against 
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tlio succeeding one and then read over for the information and 
approval of the members instead of the foul minutes as hitherto 
practiced. 

Taking into considemtion the tenour of his late Majesty^s 
Charter with regard to the Mayor’s private proceedings, which they 
remark have of late years been very extensive, though no establishment 
in ■the former or present Court appears to authorise the same, and 
observing that the said Charter makes no mention of any such proceed- 
ings being lawful or binding or even gives an opening for them to make 
any such law as can empower the Maj^or of himself to decide causes, this 
Court have come to the following resolutions regarding his proceedings in 
future r(l) That the Mayor shall Upon any reasonable complaint for debt 
have a power to eommit provided always that the party complained of 
do not positively deny the debt in which case it becomes disputed and 
must be determined by a Court. But if the party complained of do not 
absolutely deny the debt, but endeavour to put it off with evasive 
excuses, the Ma 3 'or is then in such case authorised to commit, and,^ upon 
the complainant’s declaring he is satisfied and the Court commission 
being recovered, to set the person complained of at liberty. (2) That 
the Alayor shall have an authority to appoint arbitrators to adjust 
any difl’erence between the black inhabitants provided both parties 
consent thereto limiting the arbitrators to such reasonable time as 
the intricacj'' of the case may require and shall likewise exact 
penalty bonds from the parties for their finallj'’ abiding b 3 ’’ such 
award. In case the part 3 ’ against whom such award may have been 
passed shall refuse to abide thereby or otherwise prove refi-actory, 
the Mayor is then to apply to the Court who will give him ati 
authority to enforce the same by distress. (3) That at the expiration 
of his mayoralty the Mayor shall lay before the Court a regular entry 
book of all proceedings and shall then pa 3 ’^ into the Court cash the 
amount of commission collected hy him ^ter deducting his charges. 
(4) That the present acting Mayor delivers to the Court all pappus in 
his possession relative to disputed cases undotorinincd in ordov for 
their being proceeded on by the Court. (5) That in future the 
Mayor’s chreuki (or lock-up) be under the care of the Shcrift', but in 
all respects under the orders of the Mayor as formerly, the Sheriff 
keeping there all prisoneus confined for debt during the space of 
fourteen days and after such time removing them to the county 
gaol. (6) That all applications to the Mayor be made in writing in 
the form of a complaint in order that they may he regularly entered 
in^ his minute book, that, in case reference is had thereto, tho' 
original occasion of such commitment or other act of justice may 
he produced if required. 

In order to discourage all frivolous and vexatious suits causeless 
arrests and attachments, os also to prevent any parities being 
pat to Tinnecessary charge and trouble, this Court propose as a 
standing rule that in future, when any attorney is applied to for 
filing a bill against any person or persons whatover, he shall, after 
fully narrating the subject of complaint, send the said bill with the 
complainant or complainants to the Ma 3 for for the time being that 
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lie may enquire into the matter and hy sending (or the oppo- 
site party endeavour through his mediation and by persnadve 
means only to accommodate and make up tlicir difference. If he 
succeeds in this it must ho entered in his minute book and the Court 
commission recovered and the bill so lodged must then ho returned 
fay the party to the attorney 'with a mes.sngo from the Mayor 
acquainting him that tlic dispute had been accommodated with the 
mutual consent of the parties. The attorney is then to receive a fee 
of Rs. which, with the above mentioned Court commission, is all 
the expense to ho incurred on any pretence whatever. If, howevw, 
the party or parties seem averse to any agreement the said Inll 
must thou he filed and the cause proceeded on in such manner as 
the law directs. 

That the Remster ho immediately under the Mayor for the time 
facing as President of the Court and no other memfaer have a right 
to give him any orders or call upon him except in Court. 

That when any cause is intricate and the amount sued for 
racceds Rb. 800, though the some may bo ripe for issue at any 
intermediate Court, it may, upon a motion, to that piiimoso by any 
member then present, bo dmerred till the full Court is hcltf. And that 
in such ease, as well as in all other causes when found necessary 
or required hoforo decision, all the papers relative thereto be sent 
round to every member of the Court that they may ho acquainted 
therewith. 

^ That in ^ cases of re-hoaring whore the party who thinks 
himself agurioved by any decree of this Court prays he has fresh 
matter, it bo a standing rule in future that unless the party who 
80 ^ prays a re-heaiing file his bQl of fresh complaint with the register 
within twenty days after such re-hearing has been prayed for that his 
hill be finally thrown out and he entitled to no farther redress in tho 
Court- 

That aU persona "who have any application to make to this 
Court deliver their petitions or other jiapcrs to the register nt least 
one day before the meeting thereof in order that he may know at 
the meeting of every Court whnt business is to ho done that day and 
provide tho necessary references thereto. Otherwise if tho Court is 
fnUy employed such papers will he deferred till the next Court. 

That the allowance made for the mamtenance of persons confined 
for defat fay their creditors he in some shape proportionable 
to the station they formerly held in lifo and that on no account a 
smaller suhsiatenco bo admitted than what the Company give to 
criminals. ° 

It having .frequently happened that hills have been filed In 
the Court by persons properly, now resident on the iRlnwd who on 
finding they are Rkely to he cast have withdrawn themselTOs- from 
the place, whereby the Court have suffered through tho loss of com 
miesion and thdr servants by the loss of their fees it is in futmw 
to ho observed as a standing rule that no bill^e admitted tall sn^ 
time as proper secnnty has-been given to the register forallcost^ 
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]?iirther if any attorney takes a cause in hand without the above 
security he shall be obliged to stand to all costs of such suit. 

In order to prevent the many and apparent evils which have 
and do happen from divei’se people taking upon themselves the 
management of deceased persons’ estates without a proper power 
•from this Court, it is directed to be made public that whoever does 
in future presume to intenneddle in any, such estate without having 
previously obtained a proper power and authority from this Court 
and thereby rendered themselves accountable for their administra- 
tion, shall be deemed to act in contempt of the Court and shall bo 
treated accordingly to the utmost extent of the law. As this Court 
never refuse granting the administration of any estate to the person 
who is most properly entitled thereto, it is proposed as a rule 
in future that whoever takes upon himself the management of 
any deceased person’s estate without a proper power or any reason- 
able excuse for not having obtained it, -shall on account of such 
behaviour forfeit all title to the legal administration and the Court 
be at liberty to provide to themselves an administrator. In orfer 
to prevent any estate suffering by not being timely administered, 
-it is resolved that if no application is made to this Court for a power 
of administeiing within thirty days of such person’s decease that the 
Court do then of themselves appoint an administi-ator as before men- 
tioned. And further observing that the oath taken both by executors 
and administmtors for the due delivery of their accounts is not a 
sufQcicnt check, but that many people are very deficient in tliis material 
point and often entirely neglect it, it is directed that the Register do 
in futm'e, when the time of delivering in these accounts is expii-ed, 
give notice thereof to any such executors or administrators as appear 
dilatory. And upon their still neglecting or refusing to comply with 
tins necessary form in law, that he make a repdrt of the same to this 
Court who T^l then take proper notice of such behaviour. Further 
that all wills presented to Court in Portuguese or other foi’cign language 
be translated into .English ere prolrates arc granted. That the 
Sheriff do in future, on the return of all writs issued from this Court 
for levying of money by sale or othei’wise, render in the full amount of 
such money levied without making any deduction therefrom for his 
fees or charges, a bill' of which he must first present to this Court 
before it will be allowed or paid. And he is required strictly to order 
his officer the Marshal to attend this Court with four sepoys every court- 
day and he himself be also further made acquainted that in futiu'e 
he accept of no orders from the Mayor or any other single member of 
this Court, but that all orders be in the name of the Court and through 
their Register. That he be also reminded when attachments are laid 
on that the intention thereof is for the security of the complainant not 
vdth a view to distress the person complained of, and, though the law 
requires that all possible security he given the complainant, it never- 
theless directs tliat no unnecessary distress be put upon the defendant. 
Also that he be ordered to observe it as a standing rule that in taking 
the necessaay .steps for the seemity of the complainant, he at the same 
time show all possible and consistent lenity towards the defendant, and. 
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to the utmost o£ liis power, luke every me.'ins to preserve such good< 
that may come under his hands from damage by weather or othenvisc, 
and for the more effectually attaining of this end that he himself bo 
pei-sonally present at the kj-inp; on of crerj’- attachment. That iho 
Tercadorcs of Bomhay and Mdhun lie slnclly ordered to deliver in 
monthly proper and authenticate lists of all persons deceased within 
their districts in older that powers may lie granted to thc hoirs of such 
as die possessed of estates to act as executors or administrators, and 
the Court ho satisfied that regular inventories and partillas are 
properly and timolj' completed which they ore os usual to deliver in 
for the confirmalion of this Court. Further that they Ik ordered 
immediately to deliver In the inventories and partillas of all such 
estates as have not yet hcon rendered. Being hf opinion that their hact 
woirdness in compljing with the orders of tlic Court, and often acting 
in neglect or even in contempt of it, can proceed from no good cause, 
it is resolved that in futnre they shall he treated with more seve- 
rity and upon the least appearance of neglect or contempt in notila.yiiig 
a punctual obedience to the orders issued, they he reprimanded or lined 
at tlio Courts discretion.* 

At a Consultation on the 28t}i July 1768, after rc.ading this letter, the 
Board record ; Read letter from tlio llononrahlo Mayoris Court eueloring 
a set of regulations and table of foes for our approlxition and requesting 
the commission on all suits may bo limited to Ks. 200 instead of Rs. 100 
the sum hitherto oollooted, as&e Court’s expenses have of late exceeded 
their inoomo, Abo tliat the Aldermen may he indulged with the 
Honourable Companj’’8 palanquins and coolies in preference to other 
inliabitants ; and tiiat we would order some presses to be made at the 
Honourable Company’s expense for containing their paiiers— Ordered 
tliat the letter and regulations bo sent round to tlio several members 
for their perusal and that the Conit bo desired to send ns a compamtivc 
view of the fees originally estoblishod, those lately collected, and w'bat 
now proposed, tliat we may judge how far the same are reasonable. 
The letter and regulations wall then he considered and in the interim 
the Secretary will furnish them with such presses as ho can spare. 
The Court to he debited for the same and to pay for them w'hen able." 

On the proposed rules of the Sfayoris Court, in their despatches dated 
1 2th and 26 th March 1766, the Court of Directors write : The letter to yon 
from the Mayor’s Court ikted 21st July 1763, enclosing their proposed 
regulations in the practice of that Court, contains in it a very extra- 
ordinary remark indeed, namely ; that they have of themselves a power 
to establish these roles, though their being submitted to us is noways 
contradictory to the tenour of his late Majest^s Clrarter. If three 
gentlemen lad resorted to that Charter they W'ould have found that 
the power given them to frame rales of practice, or to do any other 
thing necessary for the administration of justieo is expressly nnon 
condition tiiat they do from time to time-give an account thereof to 


*’ Pat. Dimy 41 of 17C3, 490 - 496. . 
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the Company, and so as that the same be snbject to our approbation 
control and alteration, to whom full power is given to make such rules 
and orders for the better administration of justice as we shall think 
fit and necessary. Though the rules made by the Mayor's Court, so far 
as they are not repugnant to those made by ns, are to remain in force 
until we shall think fit to revoke or alter them, yet we desire that it 
may be understood by that court that it is their indispensable duty, 
immediately on then’ making any such rules or orders, to cause them 
to bo transmitted to us for our consideration, and that we have full 
power over them to confirm, revoke, alter, amend, or explain as we 
shall think necessary or expedient. "We desire likeivise that it may be 
signified to the Court, that so far from not having any objection, 
which they hope, that on the contrary our reasons and objections are 
insuperable, not only against enlarging or increasing their commission 
on causes of a large amount, but to their having any commission at 
all upon causes of any amount or of any kind. We are astonished, if 
tliis practice had subsisted and was within our knowledge, tliat we 
have not from the time it became so put a total stop to it. The very 
idea of judges being paid a commission or receiving a reward upon the 
sums they decree to be due is temptation enough to bias their judg- 
ments, and to prevent them dealing forth justice, not to mention the 
great injustice to those suitors on whom it falls to contribute to this 
commission. If, therefoi’e, the expenses of the Mayoi’’s Coui’t exceed 
their income, some other means of supply must be devised. For it is 
our positive order that this practice be forthu-ith discontinued, which 
brings disgrace upon their proceedings and hardships upon every 
individual who is obliged to resort for justice to them.* 

On receipt of these orders from the Directors, on 4)th May 1767, the 
Register of the Mayor’s Court writes to Government : I am directed 
by the Honourable the Mayor's Court to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Honourable the Court of Directors' commands of the 20th March 1766, 
relative to the regulations proposed by their Court in the year 1763. 
Respecting this they now beg to acquaint your Honour that on a 
reconsidcr-ation they are perfectly satisfied with then' present method 
of practice as laid down in the instructions to the Charter, and are 
desirous to give your Honourable Board and the Honourable Company 
no further ti’ouble regarding them.® 

Read (5th May 1767) a letter from the Mayor's Court in answer to 
the paragraph of the Honourable Company's commands of the 26th 
March 1766, wherein they express their entire satisfaction with their 
present method of practice and then* desire of not furlher troubling 
the Honourable Company or us on the subject of the regulations pro- 
posed by them in the year 1763. This must’ be noticed to the 
Honourable Company in our address by Devonshire? 

A Consultation of the 4th November. 1766 records : Read a letter 
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This nictlibd lias been continued in all' time paist as tbo books oE tliat 
office will show. The Honourable Company are pleased to direct tliat 
in •fiituro such moneys shall be paid into" the treasury for bills o£ 
exchange. As to this the Court would acquaint your Honour that it 
seldom happens an^'- money is deposited in this manner. The only ease is 
when the connections in Europe of the parson decaased, bis heirs executors 
or any persons in whose favour the bills might be dmwn, are unknown 
and the money is lodged in the treasury as a place of the greatest 
security until it appeal's "to the Court whose property it is. _In this 
light only have such funds been considered suitors' money. At the 
same time the Court being very desirous as far as is in their power to 
comply with the Honourable' Company's intentions, they have directed 
mo to request 3 ’onr "Honour will explain *to them the above mentioned 
liaragraph, and pdiiit out the' particular .method in which you choose 
any such sums should bo paid in future.^ 

The Board' ordered the questions he referred to the Court of Directors 
by tlie Essex and tliat consideration of them be at present deferred." 

The following ahswei-sio tlie .Maybr'sCburf squestions were received 
in a despatch from -the • Directoi-s dated- 6 th April 1770 ; As regards 
defamation the Company's solicitor decides that as the iMa 5 mr's Court 
have by the charter of ' justice a pd ivei; to try a'l civil actions, there 
is no doubt their authority extends- to actions for defamatory words, 
wliioh must be proved by written evidence* in the manner other suits 
are determined in that .Court;. I If.’ the charge is proved the Court may 
adjudOT and decree the defendant to pay what sum of money thej" 
shall tliink reasonable byway t)£ damages for the injury the plaintiff 
sluill liavc sustained- regards the commission in lunacy the opinion 
is that, the Mayor's Court haring no authority vested in them by the 
charter of justice to issue commissions of lunacy, they can exercise no 
such jurisdiction.® 

At a Con^ltation of the 20th December ITTi the Board read a 
letter from the Register of the Major's Court by the Court’s direction, 
enclosing in .consequence of our order a copy of the present table of 
fees and another of the fees established in the 5 ’^ear 1767. Both lists arc 
now considered and such a table is drawn out for tbe future as we 
esteem proper to be collected. Ordered that a copy of this table be 
transmitted to the . Mayor’s .Court "with directions that none of their 
officers be permitted to levy fees in excess of the amounts* therein 
allowed to be charged, and tliat a copy of it be hung up in the most 
conspicuous part of the Court-room for the information of all persons 
whatever.^ 

Four j'ears.latcr, at a Consultation on tlic 25th November 1778, the 
Board considered a statement of the charges of the j\Ia 3 ’"oi'’s Court 
which amounted in the past j'eav to Bs. 3772. After consideration 
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the Board order that thoir decision onihe manner of definyingihcso 
charges be deferred.^ 

At their next Consultation (5th December 1778) the question bang 
put in wliat manner these charges are to be defrayed : (1 ) il r. RamEay is 
of opinion that as there appears no other method, the charges accord- 
ing to the account delive^ in, should be defray^ed by the flonouiable 
Company, and that the Company should be further recommended to 
settle some handsome allowances for the Mayor and Aldermen. (2) 


* Pub. Diary 74 of 1776, 843. Tho dofaiis of tho chargos are : 

(1) liliayor’s Office (Be. 87 a month} 

One head Purroe and linguist ... ... ... 

One second eee ete 

One set paiaiuiuin hearers 

One havalddr •*4 eee 44e •»» »c* eif 

Peren sepoys at Be. 1 each . 

One haUlkhor for Town HsU 

(2) Begister’s Office (Bs. 107 a month} 

{aj Becord Office : 

One head writer ••• ••• ••• 

. One second ditto 440 •4* ' tee eee 

One third ditto ••• Oe* *4» 444 44* 

(Zi) Current Office 

One Uentn linguist 

One Portuguese liimnist ... 

One head copying Purroe ... 

One second ditto ••• ••• *44 eee eee 

Oue third ditto • 44 444 444 444 

Three sepoys at Bs. 2 each •44 44# 4*4 te* 

(3) Examiner’s Office (Bs. 21 a month) 

Furroes and sepoys 44e •#• •#• > 44# ee# 

(4) Officers attending the Court (Bs. 21 a month) ' 

Drier ... 

BAp ... ... «*• ... •». ... ... 

Didhman ... ... ... ... ... 

Podic ... ... ... ... ... ... 


Ui. 


Total monthly office charges for twelve months ... 

(6) Yearly charges : . . . . , 

Expense of new liniug, and trimming, to tho mayor o palan- 
quin on every new deetipn ... ... 

Yearly present made to Moyor a Purvoes for » shawl 
Expense of new clothing for havolclKr, Mayors sepoys and 
coolies, Aldemioa's sepoys, Bogistei’s and Examiner’s 
sepoys, generally come to about ... ^ ... ... ... 

Contingent expenses including books for minutes and records 
and stationery for all tho Offices, summer hcad-sliadcs for 
nil the servants, and other extra charges the particulars of 
wliich cannot be exactly specified but which for six years 
past have not on average amounted to a less sum than ... 


smontb. 

25 

20 

30 

3 

7 


15 

12 

ID 

20 

20 

10 

8 

8 

6 


SI 

8 

i 

i 

5 


Total ... 23G ' 


120 

70 


AOO 


350 


Total yearly expense under all heads ... 3773 


The Conrt by an unanimous resolution has charged upon the surplus of tho com- 
mission a monthly pension-ofBs. 40 for tho support and maintenanoo of tho infant 
orphan daughter of tho late Worshipful Mn-ard Werner &qmrc, deceased, during her 
natural life, subject to tho order of this Court and which pension to this time fOlet 
November 1778) tbc oiphan’s trustees have ncoordmgly- received in her behalf. Pub. 

^ Areount of tlio expenses of the Court of Appeals i A Portuguese writer Bs. 20 a 
month, a Purroe Bs. 10 a month, a cnor Be. 4 a month, or a total of Be. 34 a month, 
that is Bs, 403 a year. Pub. Diary 74 of 1778, 881. Forrest s Honie Series, II. 232. • 
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Jfr, Asliburncr is of llie same opinron. (3) Mr. StaoTiliouse is of opinion 
that the charges according to the account delivered in, should he de- 
frayed by the Honourable Company and that proper alloivanecs should 
be settled for the iVIayor and Aldermen. (4J blr. Moore is of the 
same opinion and thinks the allowances for the Mayor should be settled 
at Ks. 100 a month and for each Alderman at B.s. 50 a month. In tliis 
jMr. StacMiouse concura. (5) Mr. Carnac is of opinion that as public 
justice is a public benefit, the expense of administering it should^ be 
de£ra 3 '’ed by the public and that as the Honourable Company by fixing 
salaries for the Mayor and Accountant General have ascertained how 
far they meant to eontilbiite toivards defraj’ing the charges of the 
Court, it udll not be agreeable to them to be put to any further charge. ' 
At any rate in his opinion the Aldermen should reemve nothing further 
thau an allowance of Rs. 30 a month for a palanquin. (6) Mr. Draper 
and the President (Mr. Hornby) are of opinion that the charges should 
be borne hj: the suitors. The opinions being collected, it is cai-ried by 
a majority that the cliarges according to the account delivered, shall be 
defraj-ed by the Honourable Company, which is resolved accordingly ; 
and that the amount thereof being Bs. 3772 a year" be issued from 
the land jiay office to the register in monthly payments to commence 
from the ^y the collecting of commission (on the sum or value of 
the property decreed in every suit or action) was abolished. The 
blaj'or’s Court harung hitherto allowed out of the commission cash a 
monthly pension of Bs. 40 to the orphan child of the late Mr. Edward 
IVarner a sen’ant of the Companj'^s, a young man of a good 
character and died totally insolvent, resolved as the child is left 
entirely destitute by the father’s relations, that as an act of charity 
the pension be continued and borne by the Honourable Company. 
The expenses of the Court of Appeals amounting, accordingto an account 
laid before us by the Begistor to Bs. 34 a month, must also be defrayed 
by the Honourable Company. It is resolved and hereby made a stand- 
ing order that no Compairj'’s servant of the rank of writer he hereafter 
permitted to commence as attorney in the Mayor's Court, as the 
whole term of their writership oirght to be devoted to the Company's 
business. It is ordered that this resolution he communicated to 
the Mayor’s Court that they may not in future admit any writers as 
attorneys.^ 

In conscqrrence of a letter from the Mayoi''s Court, it is resolved 
that the meinbers of the Couri} be allowed Rs. 30 a month for a palan- 
quin, to commence &om the same term as the payment of their 
other charges.® 

At a Consultation, tire 18th. March 1779, the Board read the 
following letter from the Register of the Mayor's Court to the President 
and Couircrl, dated Bombay Town Hall 8th March 1779 ; I am 
directed by the Honourable the IMayor's Court to request you will be 
pleased to fill irp the two seats of judges made vacant by the resignation 
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of Mr. Aldormiin TIiiiinn.i Ilolmc.<f Jind the deinrlnrc for dvuropeof M 
Aldunniin Itirhinond SmiHi. I niii fiirlliercmnmnndcdtoncqHamlyoi 
lloiioiimljlc Honid tlla^ on the most tcriniis cotisidcralioii of tlw rM«ii 
atsifrnwi l*y Mr. Thomas Ilohm-i for Irave to rcM{p> Jii's otuh in i 
luUi'r thin diij' read, thin Court licjj leave to recommeml tlial at 
futtirc vncawelcn on this licmdi may lie tilled up hj’ gentlemen not in 
tlie tervice of the llononrable Con(p.atiy.* 

After cimtideratioa the Hoard reeiwd the following entry : Tliongh 
it has hcon the practiee for teveral years for tlie Alayor’p Court to 
atlmil of the ivsjgiuition of their iiiemlioni in particular easen, yet it is 
very evident from tiic Cliarter tleit tliey have iio such jwwcr, and that, 
except ill corlnin contin|[p*ncios (heit'in cxprcj-scd, nii aldcnnan is to 
conlimie in allicofor life, tlicrefore it must lie ragnilied to the Cosrl 
that .sncli practice will not lie iidiiiifled in future. The Cliarler Iwvm" 
luado 118 tlie judges wliat jicrsoiis to apjioint aldermen, wc tliinK tto 
Mayor's Court have no right to interfere tlicreiu or to recommend wlnt 
jicrbons bhotild Iw made choice of.® 

In the following year inslrnetions on certain ]wmts of legal pnw 
dmv were received in a letter from the Court of Directors, dated 5Ui 
July 17iS0, 'Jhc Dircctora write: "Wc enclose you a cojiy or tlw 
ojiinion of George 11 one IJsq. the Comiumy's Standing Counsel on tut 
following rpieations : 

3, ■Whether an Aldcnnan of Bonilxiy can resign liis oflieo; and if 
lie can, whctlior sueli resignation should be made to the Mayors 
Conrt or to the Governor and Council ? 

2. "lYhother sv Coroner can be appointed for Bombay and by 
whom ? To tiicsc opinions you ore to conform youreclvcs. 

'Ilw Directors continue: It is not in onr power to control the pro* 
ecodings in the Mayor’s Court. 'Wie jiirisdiotioii granlcil to them by 
charier is to try civil causes arising within the town or factory of 
•Bomliay or within any of tho factories subject or sulwitlinatc thereto. 
'I'horoforo, .although the Cluef of Maliim may’ have usually’ taken upon 
himself to exercise a jiulicial authority’ in dctcnniiiiiig little mattcra of 
properly’ hotwocn the inlmbitants of th.at district, as related in ^sma- 
graph 181 of your letter of 30th .April 1770, wo apiirchcud tlrnt such 
pvocoodiiigs arc not w’arranted or legal. Af the same Urac in eases where 
.both parlies arc desirous to avoid the trouble cxpciiEc and delay’ of a suit 
’in the May'oi-’s Court, they may’ do it by a rcfcrenco ; and whatever 
'the Chief of Mdhim shall dctcminc in quality of arlalrator respecting 
the rights of the parties,' will be binding upon tho May’orie Court a.s 
an awaixi. But if the parties .refuse to iierform the awaiA without 
eompulsibn' its execution can he enfora’d only' in tho Mnyoris Coiu’t® 

• In 1793 tho Mayor’s Court was abolished and in its place was 
' establisUccl the Rccoiuer’s Court, Bio first recorder being Sir Yl’illiam 
■ Syor, Bavt. 


* Tub. Diary 7C of J779, 183, 

» Bom. Gov. CoDSiiUation 18lh Mareli 1770, Tub, Diary 76 of 177n ivo 
= Tall. Dop. Court’s tetters Vet. 10 of 1778-1782, S3a.23i, The onininn. t »t 
Ileus hove not been tiacod. opinions of Mr. 
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i: The following extracts relate to the establislunent of this Recordei-'s Chapter V. 

4' Court. On the 25th May 1798, the Court of Directors write to Jnstioe, 

v Bombay : In pursuance o£ an act in ibe last session of Pavliameut ' ' , 

•I His Majesty has seen fit by his royal charter to establish a new Court of - eXf ® 
Jndicatui-e to be held for the settlement of Bombay and the territories 1798.’ 

subject to that Government. It is styled the Court of the Eecorder 
of Bombay and is to consist of a Eecorder and the Mayor and^ three 
?' of the Aldermen of Bombay all of whom are by tnms to act as judges 
in the new Court by rotation as pointed out in the charter which will 
I.', be delivered to you by Sir William Ss'er whom His Majesty has 
t appointed to the office of Eecorder. Upon the arrival of Sir William 
■< j'ou must in concert with him do what is necessary on tho part of the 
'• Government for tho open publication of the new charter and for cstab- 
1 lishiug the new Coni't in its functions. Upon that event the Mayor’s 
:: Court and Court of Appeals and the present Court of Oyer and Ter- 
J miner will be at an end and all their powers and authorities will cease. 

From that time these powers \vill be exercised by the Court of the 
, Eecorder which is invested with the whole civil and criminal juris- 
diction at pix'sent belonging to the Mayor’s Court and Court of 05'er 

■ and Terminer. The rccoiris of both these Courts must be delivered 
, "over to, and be deposited ivith, the new Court. The appointment of 

■ tho ministerial officers of the Court is to he made by the Court itself. 

We feel confident that in making such appointments tho Com-t will 

' jiay every attention to make the arrangement both in regard to the 
numbers and emoluments of tho officers as economical as shall he con- 
sistent with the due and punctual administoation of justice. As well 
for tliis purpose as upon every other occasion we direct that all onr 
servants give such information and assistance as may be in their power 
and shall be requisite towards the establishment of the Court upon 
such a footing as shall be most conducive to the ends of public justice 
and the furthering His Majesty’s gracious intentions for the benefit 
of the inhabitants of the countries comprised in the jurisdiction 
granted to the new Court, You will observe by the Act of Parliament, 
in pui-suaucc of which the present charter is granted, tliat the Mayor’s 
Court only is to be abolished. The Corporation of the Mayor and 
Aldermen erected by the cliarter of the 8th January 1753 is to remain 
entire and to be continued as directed in that instrument. The Act 
of Parliament provides that the Recorder is to be paid the yearly 
salary of £5000 at an exchange of 2 b. and 6d. for the Bombay 
rupee. We direct that this salary shall ho paid accordingly. It 
, is to commence from the day on which Sir William S5'er shall embark 
from Great Britain. IHs Majesty has seen fit to declare by the 
charter tliat tho Recorder for the time being shall be entitled to rank 
next after the Governor of Bombay. We therefore direct that he shall 
enjoy such rank and that Sir William Syer shall have every attention 
-showTi to him which is due to his high situation and Ms own merits. 

We direct that by the earliest conveyance after the establishment of 
the Court shall bo formed, j'ou send us an account of it as well as 
- copies of all rules and regulations Avhich may he framed, and also in 
future of all alterations which may be made therein from time to time.^ 

*Pub. Dop.'Conrt’B Letters 701. lief 1796-1707,-176-178. 
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IltTi'rrin/' to tin**.** iiihtniftmnx tm lli" Sl’lli J.'iniiary 1793 (Jovtn 
jwjil writo lo tlw (Viirl «r Jlirn-tnri.' ; Kir Will'jun Sycr flrriiri> 
IjL'iv im your s-hij* tin' MelrUlr Cn^ih on tlw SilHli Septonilwr (ITi'b] 
SiniH! liif iirriva! (In; of iifw f’niirl li-i*. Iwl fiill cfffti 

in |inrMi:kiK-i! of (lie el.m-e-' in (In’ Ai-t. 'J’lte naf-'ary in>.!n!c:i.c« 
Iwvu lieen ivMuxl to tin* proper olilivri! in re;o.ir(l {o tin; jmTiitnl of H's 
i-.nl.'iry nml liio >ntiik li-w Itivn fully iiroinnlj'.itcil. \\e tlull aU 
imnultiiilly iittcixl lo your re(|ni<ii(i<tn to Ite fiimi‘'lieil with cf s’i 
ili(> rnle^ nnil •''•••*' "liieli may I*'’ frinnKl in tlii« ne«' Ccw!, 

wliicli we have iiotiiail (o the lleoli.lor tint lie may (ake pare tu fii.Ti'!?li 
iw with ttiem.* 

In (ho Mime letter of i3(h Jnmiary 170? (iovemmenl ecmlmw; 
linelo>o(l we luve llie liononr to Mihmii to your lltumiinilile CVjrl sa , 
iKhlri’>s from (he Cor|M>mtton of Mayor nni] Ahlermeii nt (Iin plvc 1 
iicfiompan'oil hy n letter on the Mihjeet from Sir M'iltMm S\cr (I* 
llwnriler, hy (he eMahli-hment of whieli Court it would npj ear tin 
nil tlio iidvatifajjes they formerly derived from the execution of tkii 
judicial function.>i civil luajfi'.trate'. have li'cn entirely f-ujcnciW 
liy the proviMmi^ in (lielatiM-harler, while nl the ).aine time their dntH 
.are ineniiM'd hy (lie fharo tliov nw now ohlip'd to take in the adrau* 
it-lmtion of criinitml ju'.liee. 'j he ppfnui.ary advnnln{jes (hoy fonnctlr 
onjoycil nji|Hnr to have Iwen ilerivrtl from the practice foundoil 
nndcran istahliHluHl nsrtji* r.athcr Ihm on law. lly (hi.'i usage thj 
Mayor wa« in (lie liahil oflioldlii}; what was termed his priv.ale Conti 
for the dcci.-ion hy Miiiimary prows-* of c.uise-j of nuall value l«lwt'''» 
(he natives. The e-.taUMied fee# of this Court are averaged l»y tin 
present Corjionition to have yielded an annual income of Its. 2f>,000. 
At the same time we deem it ndvi'-ahle that your Honounihlo Conit 
iniglit more fully judge of the authority or cause of (lie original Cstalc 
lishiucnt of this Court of smudl caiiics, the nature mid extent of the 
duties performed in it, the degree of ceuvcnicncc dcriv«l tlierefrom 
to (he comimmily or of inconvcnicneo from its alwlition, the rates of 
fees established for this private pnietice and how nuthorised mid col- 
lected. '\Vo therefore Wg Uwo to lay lieforo you a reimrt on thi'fc 
several heads by your Solicitor, wliieli wo have rccinircd of him with 
the view' of leaving to your llonoumhic Court to determine how f.ir 
the rc-c=tabUshmcnt of this Court and fees may or may not jirovo the 
more eligible means of still recompensing tlic Alayor and Aldermen. 
At all events we cm suggest no other course wlr'eli will not be 
attended with hc.avy esiiciieo to the Company. "tVe would furl licr 
remark tliat the volunbry jurisdiction thus cxcreisotl by the Ma)'or 
has been found of suck convenience to the inhabitants tluit tlicir beinn* 
deprived of that summary course in cases of small value causes con- 
siderable hardsliip, 'IVlicther this or any other considoration should 
opemte to the restoratiou of the Mayoi’'B separate and limited umpimge 
avo presume not to determine, cspceiallj- ns it is probable the Recorder 
inaj' bo able to provide some remedy for the present acknowledged evil 
under such a subsidiary rule and summary process as the iiroscnt charter 


> Tull. Dep. IfCUcis to the Court Yol, 32 o£ 1797- 17911 , 064 . 
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' may admit of. Whetlier such an arrangement may answer future 
experience will sliow. Meanwhile we have to solicit jnnr commands as 
’■ to how the claimants are to be rewarded for performing duties wliich it 
is baldly to he expected they can continue to execute as at present 
gratis. Government further add : Since closing our present address 
' we received from the Recorder an account of the latest arrangement 
' in his newly established Com*t at this Presidency and his letter on 
the occasion. We submit copies for the information of your Ilonoui-able 
Court. Our resolutions in regard to these annngements will he com- 
' municated hereafter.^. 

On the subject of the memorial mentioned in the above letter the 
Court of Directors write to Bombay on the 28th August 1800, para- 
graph 65 : In answer to the 163rd paragraph of the 29th January 
1799 transmitting a mcilioiial from the Mayor and Aldermen of 
Bombay requesting that some permanent allowance may be granted to 
, the Mayor for the time being for his attendance in the Court of the 
Recorder, we must observe that had it been in the contemplation of the 
legislature that the Company should sustain any greater expense by 
the institution of this Court than is mentioned in the Act, it would 
have been so declared. But as neither the Lcttera Patent of the 13th 
George I. and the 26th of George II. for the establishment of the 
Mayoi'’s Court nor those of the 37th of liis present Majesty for the 
recent institution of the Eecorderis Court make provision for any salary 
for the Mayor and Aldermen, wo should not feel oiursolvcs justifled in 
complj-ing with the prayer of the memorial.® 

At a Consultation, the 2nd April 1800, the Board read the 
following letter’, dated the 31st March 1800, from the Register to the 
Court of the Recorder : Honourable Sir, I have the honour to inform 
you, by the direction of the Court of the Recorder, that on account of 
the numberless inconveniences attending the present court house (Colonel 
Jones' house in Marine Street),® the Court have in consequence of the 
late permission of the Governor signified to the Recorder agreed with 
Mr. jllaister for the Admiralty House (thei>resent Great Wcslcm Hotel) 
on the following terms : 

]. Mr. Maistcr on hcluilf of Mr. Honihy agrees to let to the Gov- 
ernment of Bombay the large house called the AdniiraU3' House, 
with the oflices and nppurtcnaucos thereunto belonging (e.xccpt the six 
large godowns or warehouses under the same, the large katlj’ warehouse 
thereto belonging in the lane contiguous, and the enclosed godown or 
warehouse in tlic back court or j’ard belonging to the said house), for 
the term of one j-car commencing on the 1st April 1800 at the rent of 
Re. 500 a month to l)e paid monthlj’’ hj' the Government of Bombaj' 
to Mr. Maistcr or to anj' other duly appointed alfoi’nc^' of Sir. Ilornly. 

2. It is agreed tliat the Coiii’t of the' Recorder shall ho erected and 
held in the said hou-re during the said term, but that the clmnam 
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I S'*]'’ ^“ers to the Court Vol. 32 of 1797 - 1799, 3’24 - .120, 330. 

I S letters Vol. 13 of 1800 - 1603, 40-41. 

Pttb. Diary 147 of ISUO, 09S, Tho negotintions in connociion with Colonel Jonrsj* 
House are given in Bombay Town Materinls, II. 491. Colonel .Tones' linnso is the pre- 
sent lore Tnist Bonded Warehouses to the south of the Government Contrnl Press* 
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floor or tcriuce in the large hall eliall not be broken or damaged b( 
means ilicroof, nor skill Mr. Maistcr lie nt an}' expense in iti{ 
citiction or removal ot the said Court. 

3. That Mr. Maistcr shall put and keep in repair during tlic terra 
the roof, tiles, mats, and vonetiau blinds belonging to the said 
premises. 

4. That Mr. Maistcr shall also put in repair the glass windw!, 
locks and bolts, and leads for the windou's, wliich shaTl aftcrprdsle I 
kept and left by the Government in the same repair ‘in srhieh tl' 
shall he received. 

5. That Mr. kraisfer and his assigns shall nt nil times dnni 
the term have free ingress egress and regress to and from all ti 
godowns or warehouses and other parts of the premises escepted w 
of tills agreement. 

0. That if either party should Ins unwilling to extend or pioloai 
this term, lie shall gpvc two months’ notice of his intention to thi 
other previous to the expiration thereof. 

I liavo the honour further to aerinaint you by the direction of tbe 
Court tliat not haring occasion for tho whole of the premises, and 
wisliing to put tho Government to as little expense as possible, Imj 
have agreed to let a part of the premises to Mr. Claiver for Us. 2D0 » 
month, tho rent to eommcnco on Ist April 1800 and to bo paid monthly 
to the Government. I am also further to add that sufficient room i 
will ho loft on the premises for tho reception or accommodation of ) 
furniture as belongs to tho Government and was heretofore dcpositol 
in tho said house for tlio use of tlio admiralty. T am also directw 
to request tliat you will bo pleased to give directions to tlio civil arcli- 
tect to leraovB the court from the present court liouso to the admiralty 
house. 

Below this letter the following entry is recorded : Tlie Board from 
a desire of affording every accommodation^ to the Recorders Conrk 
acquiesce in the above reported ariangoment. Tiic civil p.iymastcr to u: 
advised thereof inth directions to recover the monthly rent stipulated to 
be paid by Mr, Cleaver for his portion of thc-bnilding in question ; and 
to remove the Court as suggoslcd in the last paragraph. Mr. Pairson 
is also to be instructed to erwiib this house with tho monthly sum of 
Rs, 60, being the amount that he reported to the Government woiild 
bo required for the hire of a godown to keep tho admiralty furni- 
ture in, whicli is now to remain in tho court heuso.^ 

Regarding the ProthonotoT}''s office on tho Eoth July 1799 Govern- 
ment write to the Goiirt of' Directors : Upon a representation frem 
tlio Recorder of which we had tho honour to advise your Honourable 
Court under date the 13th Juno last, we have since taken into ebn- 
aderation tho inadequacy of the Prothonotajy’s office establishment, 
and finding a considemble inci'case thereof absolutely necessary to 
enable him to bring up the records of his depaitment now mncli in 
arrear and'to furnish copies'for Europe, we have agreed to alW him 


- 1 Bom. Gov. OonauUation 2nd April 1800, Pal), Diary 147 of 1800, 703-7<!7. 
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to draw on this account at the monthly late of Rs. 850. Tlie allow- 
ance to commence ^vith tlie institution of the Recorder's Oourt^ at this 
Presidency and to continue until the 15th June_ 1800, when it is hoped 
the records will be sufficiently advanced to admit of a revision of the 
establisluneht authorised.^ 

Referring to the above letter Government write on tlie 20th Novem- 
ber 1800, paragraph 64 ; In our address of the 25th July 1799 we had 
the honour to advise yom’ Honourable Court of an allowance granted to 
the Prothonotary and Register for the Recorder’s Court for an establish- 
ment to bring up the records of the late Mayor’s Court and for con- 
tingencies of office. This allowance being granted for a specific period 
ceased on the 15th of June last, but the present Prothonotary having 
represented the arrears of this department and other necessary business 
in it absolutely requiring the continuance of the establishment for some 
time longer, we have accordingly sanctioned it under such restrictions 
as will, we trust, obviate its misapplication or duration beyond the 
period it may be indispensably required." 

the 31st December 18.01 the Court write : If tlie extra allowance 
of Bs. 550 a month for eopjnng the proceedings of the late Mayor’s 
Court sliall not have ceased, we direct that the same be forthwith 
discontinued.® 

Six months later, 30th June 1802, Government wiite : A copy of the 
33rd paragraph was transmitted immediately on receipt to the Coiu-t 
of Becorder at this Presidency and to the pay and audit departments, 
bnt your Honourable Court will perceive that the Prothonotary’s extra 
allowance had previously attracted our notice and that it was ordered 
to cease on the 31st Slay last.* 

Next year, 5th Pebruary 1 803, Government explain : In connection 
with tlie subject of the 33rd paragraph of the Honoiu'ablc Court’s 
commands of the Slst of December requiring the discontinuance of an 
extra allowance granted to the Prothonotary of the Rccoider’s Court 
at this Presidency, we take tliis opportunity of observing that it appears 
by our records that the Becorder made a representation to us on the 
* 11th of June 1799 respecting tliat officer’s establishment for clerks 
peons and other items amounting to Rs. 500 a month, with Rs. 50 
for office rent and Rs. 300 on account of clothing for tho Court and 
Aldermen’s peons, stationery, and annual presents of shawls, tho whole 
amounting to Rs. 850. Out of the former sum of Rs. 500 the Register 
was to employ a sufficient number of writers for the purpose of 
completing the records of the late Mayor’s Court which wore directed 
to be brought up and transmitted to your Honourable Court. On tho 
11th June 1799 we sanctioned this establishment of Rs. 850 and 
ordCTcd that the Prothonotary should, make a monthly report to the 
civil auditor of his progress in copying tho records, in order tliat when 
completed this establishment should bo revised. In April 1800 the 


•Pub. Dcp. Letters to tbo Court Vol. 32 of 1707 - 1709, 377. 
- Pub. Dcp, Letters to tho Court Vol. 3.^ of 1800 - 1803, 61. 

® Pub. Dcp. Court’s Letters Vol. 16 of 1800- 1803, 206. 

Pub. Dcp. Letters to the Court Vol. 33 of 1800 - 180.3, ISO. 
B 1000—7 V ' 


Chapter V. 

Justice. 

Prothonotary’s 

OSico, 

1800. 


1801. 


1802. 


1803. 



50 


uiiupiei* V. 

Justice. 

1S03. 


of Sir 
‘ Mimin Sver 
2802. ^ ’ 


Bs. Mi- 2.0, total P«>m Es. SSo, ”»"’ *•* 

„ 0» tte to“ M- «» S 

October 3802 'Willin.m c i. 

fiwcribe/ by i cS"“f° “f tbii ^- r fe ““ B«»rtS £ 
iii/i3i»Srj"''s“ »f tL snLS! .< «• 




>•'5 sfrwS’C' 1;.%k offlr„,X"^e« 

W to tots «!. J) ton? 'fMe i„f £ ^ 

S^ffe^sSifp; 

£#£S2‘£»SS^i? 

'SS£-SrS«“ia«S 

M0®4^^ to a,fe e™Tlh “ “‘J- E® 

V ? P^^graph 6^ . Tir ™® Court write tn B , ° steps.® 


“rtRlott«R.VoLieon%SVCc*ij??3.l99. • »op. 



*' materials.] 

AND ISLAND. 51 

■ o£ late have fallou very heavy on the inferior inhabitants and in which Cha^r V. 
j. they have humbly requested some method may be fallen on for their Justice. 

future relief. The Grand Jury do therefore request the Court will Criminal Fines^ 

■ represent it to the Honourable Company, that the fines annually 2702 . 

! collected may in future be applied for easing the county in some shape 

of the heavy load they at present labour under.^ This the Board agree 
' to transmit for the observation of their Honourable Mastera.® 

; The following extract shows tliat the question of swearing on the Cow 0.-itb, 
cow in the criminal courts was again raised. At a Consultation ■ 

. of the 25th July 1771 the Board read the following letter from the 
' Clerk of the Peace, dated 28rd July 1771 : One of the prisonCTS having 
objected to tbe present mode of administering oaths to the Gentus as 
' not sufficiently binding and having desired that his witnesses might 

* be sworn on a cow, the Grand Jury have delivered it as their opinion 
i that this is the most effectual and indeed the only way of obliging 
f these people to speak tbe tnitli and have recommended the adopting 
' of this method of administering oaths to that caste, as the same is 
: practised at Fort William and Fort St. George and was formerly 

• practised here. On reading the above the Board decide that its consi- 
deration be deferred.® 

) At a Consultation the 9th May 1775 tbe Board read tbe following A NotitMe 
letter from Mr. Edwax'd Bavcnscroft Clerk of the Peace, dated ^1775**** 
Bombay 8th May 1775 : His Majesty's Jxistices at the last quarter ' ‘ 

sessions assembled, have directed me to represent to your Honour that 
in the month of hfarch last a most horrid mui-der xvas committed on 
' a Banian lx>y named Pit^mbar, whose body was aftei’u^ards found in a 
house iuhabited by a number of the people called Bhdtia's. That 
although a strict examinatiou was made into this affair by the acting 
magistrate and afterwaids by the Grand Jury, no evidence could be 
found sufficient to fix the charge upon any particular persons. His 
Majest 3 ''s Justices therefore, as the only likely method to effect a 
discoverj', have directed me to recommend to your Honour to offer a 
handsome reward and promise of prot^tion to any persons who will 
give information regarding this murder so that the offenders may be 
brought to justice.^ Below this letter is the following entry ; Agreed 
that we comply with the desire of the Coiu't. The Secretary is 
therefore order^ to issue a publication offeiing a reward of Rs. 500 
for the discovery of the murder so that the offendei's may be brought 
to justice ; and, assuring the person or persons who may make this 
discovery, that he of they shall receive every protection on this account 
that they can desire or that we can afford them.® 

. The keeping of the jail in proper rep^ was always a matter of great Joii Difficulties, 
difficulty as the proceeds of the county cess levied on the householders 1771. ‘ 

for jail purposes seem never to have been sufficient. At a Consultation 
on the 24th Jidy 1771 tbe Board read the following letter from the 

> Pul). Diniy 39 of 1762, 612. 

= Bom. Gor. Consnltation 26th Oct. 1762, Pub. Diary 39 of 1762, 603 - 606. . 

« S"’’' 674, 680. * Pub. Diary 67 of 1775, 372 -373. 

Bom. Gov. Consultation 9th May 1776, Pub. Diary 67 of 1775, 371. 
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Clerk of tlio Peace, dated 23rd 1771 : Tlic Grand Jury have 
reprasonted tliafc the town gaol not Ijoing large enough, there lannol 
he made proper and disUnct divisions for debtors and felons which is 
n grcivt hardsliip on the subject. Under this letter is the entrj* : The 
consideration of this letter is dcfciTcd.^ 

At a Consultation tlie 19th January 1 773. IhoBoard load the follomao 
letter from Mr. George Page, clerk of the peaec,^ dated Bombay 19lli 
January 1773 : John Butler, a person in the sendee of the Ilonouralle 
Comp.any, being presented at the last sessions by the Grand Jury to 
the Court togctlicr willi his house as a nuisance to the island, 1 am j 
directed to address your Honour requesting j’ou will be- pleased to 
t.ake such notice of Ins conduct ns you may think it desen'es. ^ On this 
tlic Board record that John Butler presented to ns os a nuisance bo 
sent to England in the ship Speaker.’ 

At the s,ame Consultation (19th January 1773) the Board read the 
following from the Clerk of the Peace of the same d.ato : The Sheriff 
having mentioned to His Mnjcstj'’6 Justices tlmtthe county jailis ia 
a ruinous and untenable situation and entirely' unfit for the reception cl 
prisoners and having declared it impossible for him to bo answcrohlDior 
the persons confined in it in its present condition, the jrayoj'’s Cowl 
liavo ordered mo to refer the same to your Honour.* On this the Boaid 
record j 'Gio land paymaster is dir^tra to cause a survey of the jail to he 
made as also of the town hall which has been piesentcd ns unsafe hy 
several grand juries, and report their present state and condition to thi 
Boai-d that we may determine respecting them.* 

At a Consultation a month later (19lh February 1773) the Board 
record the following entry: The land paymaster lays before the 
Board agreeable to order a report survey of tbo town jail (rfliicb 
was within the Marino Yard enclosure) and town hall. By this it 
appears the jail is in good condition but tbo toivn ball wants some 
repairs.® 

At a Consultation on tbo 6th August 1777, the Board road a letter 
of the same date from the Clerk of the Peace forwaiding the follow- 
ing presentment from the Grand Jury, dated ISth July 1777: 'iho 
Grand Jury again present the ruinous condition of the town jail 
where debtors and felons are under conhnemont in the same rooms, 
and many of tliera are actually not defended against the inclcmcnoj’ 
of the weather. The Jury desire the BhorifE may be called on by the 
Court to inform them of its true state, vrhen they are certain it 
will be found to require the Court's immediate and most serious consider- 
ation to whieh they in the strongest toims recommend it.® 

On this the Board record : are well convinced the jail is 

ruinous, insecure, and unfit for the use to which it is put. We think a 


• Diary 63 of 1773, 37, 40. 


1 Pnb, Mary 68 of 1771, 679 - 080. 
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part of Fort George may very easily be converted into a proper place 
for a jail. We therefore order tlie engineer to survey it and to report 
what alterations or additions may be necessary with the expense of 
cairying the same- into execution. A snitahle place must also be 
prortded witliin the town to serve as a Bound House for the confine- 
ment of prisoners previous to their examination before a magistrate.^ 

Six weeks later, at a Consultation of the 26th September 1777, the 
Board read a letter from the engineer together with an estimate of the 
expense of converting part of Fort George into a jail. This project 
appearing to be attended with great expense and other insurmountable 
objections it is given up. At the same time as a jail is indispensably 
necessary the engineer is now sent for to give his opinion if any other 
more com'enient place can be found for this pm-pose. He accordingly 
attending and being consulted on the sulgect, seems to think that the 
present jail will admit of being enlarged so as to afford sufficient room 
to make separate and secure places of confinement for the debtors and 
the felons. Before we proceed fvurther in this afiaix the engineer must 
be directed to prepare a plan and estimate of the proposed additions, 
and jointl3' ivith Hie master attendant to survey the ground he proposes 
taking in, that all inconveniences to the fortifications and to the marine 
yard may be avoided,® 

At a Consultation held a year later (29th October 1778) the Board 
read a report from the committee appointed to survey the town jail. 
As the expense of repaiiing the present jail is estimated at so con- 
siderable a sum as Bs. 16,252-8-0 and as the building is otherwise 
inconvenient and from its situation particularly so to the marine yai-d, 
it is resolved that the engineer he directed to inquire and report if a 
inoper place cannot he found in the town to build an entire new jail 
which we suppose will not cost more tlian the above sum.® 

Meanwhile the complaints against the existing jail were growing 
louder. At a Consultation of the 28th July 1779 the Board read the 
following letter from the Clerk of the Peace, dated 27th July 1779 : 
The Sheriff represents to the Bench that the public jail of this town 
is now in so bad a condition that he thinks it a duty incumbent on hirn 
to request on behalf of the miserable people who are therein confined, 
tliat tin a new jail is built, the Court will take such steps as they may 
think proper to make it more comfortable. He further adds that at 
this time the jail is very full of pi’isoners and that there is scarce a dry 
place for anj' one of them, owing to which many debtors are now in a 
very sickly state. The Sheriff further represents to the Com-t that 
soon after his taking charge of his office he found that the county was 
conriderably indebted to many of its officers and servants which upon 
inquiry appeared to have been accumulating for several preceding 
years owing to an increase in the expenses of the county and the 
insufficiency of the sums assessed for defraying them. He therefore 
now begs leave to lay before the Court a particular statement of what 
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is nt this time duo and wliafc will l>c wanting till Ojo Blsfc of Dcecmlcf 
next to defray all cliarges, except a few eonlingent ones tkat cannot Lo i 
exactly ascertained amounting to lls, 2005 : and requests the Bench I 
. will give him an anthonty to raise tliat sum by n.s.KC.'sment or in an) 
manner they may deem proper. The Court taking this into consideration 
,arc of oiiinion that it a’oulu not now be projicr to lay an additional 
assessment on tlic inhabitants; but resolve to leeommcnd to the 
Honourable President and Council to advance to llic Slioriff tlie sum 
of Hs, 2000 for wbicb the county nnist Ijc further taxed in tlie 
assessment for the ensuing year wlicn the amount will bo repaid to tb 
llonottrablo Company.^ 

On tliis the Board record: The President and Jlr. Camac, rrith the 
trssistanco of the engineer, will endeavour to fix upon a proper spot fw 
erecting a Jail. They will also examine into the state of the present 
Jail wmeb must bo put into repair so as sufficiently to defend the 
prisoners from the weather.' 

At a Consultation, the 4tb August 1779 , the President acquaints 
tlie Board tliat liimsolf and Mr. Caruac attended by the cnrincer, law 
visited the pi-cscut Jail. They arc of opinion tliat at a small expense it 
may be rendered sutlioiently commodious, and separate places _ ot 
confinement be made for the felons and the debtors by appioprating 
for the accommodation of the prisoners the upper part wliirii is at 
present employed as a sail loft. Ordoi’cd tliat tlie engineer be directed 
to dolivor in an estimate of the expense which will attend these 
alterations.^ 

At a Consultation two months later {13th October 1770) tbe Board 
read tbe following letter from the Principal Engineer to tbe President, 
dated Gist August 1779: In obedience to the commands of ypof 
Honomublo Board 1 liavo tJic honour to cnclosc.an estimate for repairing 
and altering tlie present town Jail, Owing to tlio very gre-at decay of 
that building, and the fitting of the upper apartment for debtors, ns 
there is no part of it wbioli will do but tbe walls and roof, tbe cliargcs 
will amount to Rs. 14,073.* 

A second letter from the Principal Engineer was also md : In 
obedience to the commands of your Ilonourablo Board I have calculated 
tbe expense of building a jail on tbe spot at present intended to he 
filled between tbe new work and the old Bandar Battery, a plan of 
which now acoompanics. Although this would bo a convouiont spot for 
tbe Jail itself, yet I am of opinion it is rather too near the 'Castle for 
so massy a building. In case of an assault it would prevent the 
cannon of tbe Castle playing qn tbe Pen and ground adjacent witW 
the works. This ought to'b’e' gumded against. I have further to 
remark tliat the filling up lias not been included in my former estimate 
for completing the woriss, as nob thinking it necessary for the immediate 
defence of the place tmtil more material works could' be finished. 


1 Pub.- Diary 76 of 1779, 390 • 802. 

’Bom. Per. Cotedltation 38th July 1779, Pub. Diary 76 of 1779. 386 . ssr 
’Pub. Diary 76 of, 1779, 391. * Diary 76 of 1770, SOJ, * 
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When all the works are completed it will then be vray proper to have 
that space filled as it aill add gi-eatly to the strength of those works 
and make an assault more impracticable.^ 

On these two letters the Board resolve not to erect the jail on the • 
spot they at first thought of, hut to make the additions to the old one 
■mentioned in their proceedings of the 4th August last, which they 
direct must be carried into execution t\ith all possible expedition.- 

On the 24tb April 1781, Bear Admiral Sir Edward Hughes writes 
to Government : The extent of the marine j'ard, as it is at this time, is 
much too small to give room for the nectesary quantities of timber and 
workmen. I earnestly recommend to 3 'ou that j'ou -will extend the 
- j'ard so as to comprehend the two Surgeons' houses and the hospital 
on that side. Also that the prisoners bo moved from the house now 
made a prison, and the whole of the house Ije ojwned, as was the case 
formerly, for the pmpose of fitting rigging and containing the stores 
of the ships in dock. The present very crowded state of tlie j'ard 
evidently retards the progress of the workmen and prevents its Ireing 
kept in that clean condition so necessarj' to the health of snch as labour 
in it, audthe jail, making as it were a part of the yard, is grcatlj* incon- 
venient and a nuisance.® Eeferring to the portion of the Rear Admiral’s 
letter which concerns the removal of the jail a Consultation, the 13th 
June 1781, records : Ihe Collector must be directed to pitch upon some 
proper spot within the town wall for a jail at the smallest expense for 
removal of houses and the least inconvenienee to the inhabitants.* 

This proposal was not carried out. The jail continued in its old 
quarter's in the Marine Yard, 

In a letter to the Mayor’s Court, dated Bombaj- 27th Decemlxsr 
1786, Mr._ William. Arden, Shei-ifE to the Maj'or’s Court, ■\rTites : The 
Boun^ prison having been frequentlj'' represented as an improper 
place both for debtors and felons from the communication it has with 
the marine yard and docks and because it lias frequently been without 
the neoessarj' repairs : And, as I find from a minute inspection tliat 
it is at present in an untenable state, I therefore think it a’dutv 
incumbent npon me iu justice to mjvelf now to protest against it as 1 
io also from Ireing anj-vraj's responsible for the accidents tliat maj'- 
rnse in conseqnencc thereof. 

On the same daj', 27th December 1786, the Mayor’s Court forwarded 
the above letter to Government, who at tiieir Consultation of the 4 tli 
January 1787 ohseiwo : We have to remark on this application that 
whenever any repairs Lave been required to the town jail they have 
alwaj's been executed and in respect to its .situation it is out of onr 
power at present to allow a'more secure place.® • 

The_ Board 'at a Consultation of the 15th January 1788 read the 

follo^ving letter from the SheiiS addressed to tlie Mayor’s Court 'whicli 
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■was Bnbniiltcd to the Ilononrablc Board by tlic Itcgister, dated 23nl 
Bceembor 1787 : Though scvcml of my predecessors in office lave 
rcprcscnlcd to tliis Ilononmbic Court tlio insecure state of tlic coenh 
jail, yet 1 find upon making cverj’ possible enquiry that it is at picfra’l 
in a much avoiiBC state than it ever was Iwforc and totally inadeqaate 
to the purposes it is intended for, being not only insecure but a gnat 
deal too small and wanting the conveniences necessary to a piece o( 
this kind nhcrc so many qieoplc arc confined and whose hcaltli mud I 
suffer from not luavdng a courtyard of considerable extent where tic 
could wilk and take exercise, a thing so much attended to in Englvii. 

'J ho place appropriated for debtors in tho gaol is so much out of rera^. 
and so very unsafe that I think it my dnty and in justice to raj'scK tc 
protest against it in tho strongest manner as I cannot ho answoralle for 
anv' accidents arising thci'cfrom. It is by much too small for ite 
number of debtors who arc confined in it and who daily increase in 
numbers to so great a degree that I have to request this Ilononnilile 
Court m‘ll take tho same into consideration and adopt such measure w 
in their jvidgment may seem proper for enlarging the county gaol and 
lodging the doblore with sccurit}'. On tlsis tlie Board remark; Me 
are sensible of tho truth of what the Sheriff has represented, hut fn® 
tho present state of our finances wo arc under tiro necessity of postpon- 
ing the considorution of it for the present.^ 

Twelve years later, 1799, a plot of ground was purclrascd for erecting 
a now jail at Uinarkliifdi. On tiielst Septerahor 1799, Government ante 
to the Court, parograph 2 s The enclosure No. 1 rvill adriso your Honour- 1 
able Court of the alwoluto necessity of causing a now jail to be. hniUi 
this Presidency and of tho principal reasons wliich led to oiu- acqnicseeni 
in tiro purdiasc of a plot of ground and houso for the purpose calls 
Omci-curry (Umarkhddi). Q his site seems to recommended not onlj 
bj'^ tho advantage of situation, but also in point of economy as from t)« 
statements laid before us by the Ci-ril Arolritect, it is urged as the least 
expensive plan we could adopt for effecting tho requirca construction.’ 

Three months Later, Idth December 1799, Goveniment further write 
to tire Court, p,aiagniph 4 : Wo have the honour to lay bifforc yon copies 
of tiro deeds of conveyance of the Omercurry estate purchased for the 
purpose portieularly specified in the second par-agraph of onr address of 
the Ist September in this (Public) depai-tmcnt, together- witir a plan and 
cstimato of the expense of erecting a county jail there and lunatic 
hospital inclnsivo of our final arrangemont with iJio civil arohitcot for 
the construction of this building -r^ch, we trust, will meet with tho 
approhation of j'our Honourablo Court.® 

In theirreplyontheSSth August 3800, paragraph 139, the Court 
of Direotors write : Wcliavo perused tho enclosure No. 1 referred to 
in paragraph 2, dated Ist September 1799, in consequence the 
presentment of the grand jury on tho defective state of the iail at 
your Presidency, and approve of your determination for purchasing 


I Pob. fiiaiy 92 of 178& 42 -43. 

- Pob. Ucp. -tetters to the Coort Vol. 32 of Ifgy . 1700 901 qso 
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i the spot o£ ground and house called Omercurry for the purpose o£ 
' erecting a new jail. A plan and estimate of this new building we 
' obseiTO liave been ordered to be prepared, but they have not j^et been 
' transmitted to us. We trust, however, that in the execution of the 
’ work every proper attention will be had to ^onomy consistently with 
' tlie convenience and desirability of the building,* 

On tlie 18th March 1801 they farther write, paragraph 7 : In tlie 
1 3&th paragraph of our letter in the Public Department, dated the 
I 28th August last, Ave signified our approbation of your determination 
' for purchasing the ground and house called Omercurry for the purpose of 
erecting a now jail upon the site. Having peinsed the papers to which 
you have referred us we have now to express our further approbation 
of your having agreed to the construction of the intended building upon 
the terms proposed by the civil architect, trusting that under the check 
and inspection of the Chief Engineer the work will he properly executed 
and with a duo attention to economy.® 


Before receipt of the above letter from the Court, Government wrote 
on the 25 th Mardi 1 801, paragraph 82 : 'Hic plan and estimate of the new 
-jail accompanied onr address to your Honourable Court, paragraph 4>, in 
the Public Department of the 14th December 1799, to which we now 
subjoin a report by the civil architect since called for, exhibiting the 
progress which has been made in executing the work and the probable 
time of its being completed.® 

About tlie close of the same year, 2Snd Decemher 1801, paragraph 20, 
Government further write to the Court t Our want of fun^ has 
hitherto prevented our making adequate progress with the New Jail.* 
The work was appai'cntly completed in 1804. In front of the 
Avest entrance to the XJmarkhadi jail is (1892) a paved platform about 
27 feet long by 13 feet wide, where prisoners sentenced to death are 
hanged. The top of tliis platiorm is about six feet above the public 
road. It is reached from the north by a flight of nine and from the 
south by a ilight of ten steps. The west end of the steps and platform 
is guarded by a three feet high masonry parapet. In the outer face of 
this parapet a sandstone slab (2' 8" X 1' 6") is inserted carved with 
these Avords : „„„ „ 

rms OAOL 
WAS BUlliT OVRiaa 
THE AvitlSlSTBATlOCr 
OF the. hosovrablb 
JO tfATllAH DUNCAN nsqUIEB 
IBOi, 


At a Consultation, the 22nd March 1800, the Boai'd read a letter, 
dated the 25th October 1799, from the Recorder Sir William Syer, 
Bart., recommending the appointment of a professional gentleman to 
settle the indictments and the prosepntions in the criminal court and to 


'Tub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 15 o£ 1800-180.?, 66-67. 

® Tub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 15 of 1800- 1803, 123 - 124, 

' Pub. Tlcp. Utters to tlie Court Vol. 33 of -1800- 1803, 90. 
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the woods ; four officers and 33 men may be posted at the Washer^n^s 
Tank, four officers and 83 men near Major Maee^s Iioiise, and four officers 
and 84 men at Mahama Devi Tank. Constant patrols are to go f^m 
these several posts from dark till gun-firing in the morning, and to 
communicate with each other. By this means the whole space between 
Dongri and Back Bay will be Ti-isited frequently during the night, 

A proclamation should he issued strictly enjoining all Europeans who 
live in Sondpur or Dongri to apply for passes according to the difEerent 
classes they may range under : All persons belonging to the inline, 
from, the superintendent; all persons belonging to the military, 
from the commanding officer j all other Europeans not cmplo 3 'ed in the 
Companj’-’s service but living here by permission of Government, from 
the Secretary ; and all artificers who maj’’ be employed in any of the 
offices, from the head of their office. The order that all persons 
should register their slaves should be renewed and enforced nnder a 
penalty. That the patrols may not lie (demved) all the passes should have 
a stamp, as the Company's seal or such like, provided by the Secretary’ 
aud distributed to the persons who ate empowered to sign them ; and 
the passes should be given with(ont anj'?) fee or reward. The 
vereadores of Bombaj* should bedirected to appoint a niimljer not less than 
20 of the most trusty and reputable Fartnguesc fazandars to attend one 
or two each night at the seveinl posts. The 2 >atrols should be directed 
to keep the peace, to seize all persons tiiey maj' find in riots till they 
can be examined, to pursue and endeavour to apprehend all robbers and 
housebreakers they may get iutelHgence of, to seize all Europeans 
the}' may find -without passes, and all eoffrecs thej* may find in .a 
greater number than two together or armed witli swords knives sticks 
or bludgeons. The superior officer, and the Portuguese of each po.<!t, 
should report all that has happened during the night, aud bring all the 
peisras that may have been apprehended b^' the patrols, to a 
m^igistrate for examination. This magistrate should not be changed. 
The patrols should apprehend all eoffrecs or other runawaj' slaves they 
may get intelligence of. The prisoners should be put to work on the - 
fortifications for a j'ear at Hs. 3 a month, or be sent on board the 
cruisers for the same tenn, and notice given of their age, size, country, 
and description, that their masters maj' have an opportunitj'- of claiming 
them. If they be not claimed at the end of one j'car they should be 
sent as opportunities ma)' offer to Bencoolcn in Sumatra. In order to 
enconrge the Bhandaiis to a proper discha^c of their dutj’ and in some 
measure to pay them for their service, it may bo ordered that for evorj” 
coffi’ee or otiier runaway slave they may appiehcnd who shall be put 
works or on board a cruizer, they shall he allowed the sum 
of Its. 10 to be paid by^the Company'' ; for every slave who shall have 
al^n^d himself from his service for three daj's. Be. 1 ; for every slave 
who shall have absented himself one month, Bs. 2, and in proportion. 
The inhabitants 'shonld be directed, when a slave runs away, to scud 
r^ce to fte grand chauM. For every soldier or sailor (belonging to 
tM marnm) having no pass, who shall he found drank in the woods 
attcr C'gbt_ at mght, half a rupee ; for eveiy sailor w'ho shall have 
a seated himself from lus cruizer or for everj'- soldier who shall have 
absented himself from the garrison for 48 hours, Be. 1. Tliese 
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sliould Ijo immodinlcly paid bj' tbo BuiHjrinicndent or commandino 
officer and ebarged to tlio pailor'e jwy. Tlio money to collected fhili 
bo equally distributed among tbo Bbandiiris doing duty once a mon^ 
or oEtener, and an account ot the inonin’ received and distributed, 
signed by Uie magistrate, sliould be laid Wore Ibe CSovernor anil 
Council. Tbo Hunoumblo Coml>any's hbarc in all fineK,\vlicro tie 
olTcndcrs sliall liavc liccn apprebended by tbeir means, sboidd lie given 
to the Bbanditris. 'llio Bluinddris for gunnl should nsscmble opposite 
to the Church Gate every evening at live o’clock ; and when the tveatticr 
will ^rmit, they should lie t.aiight the tiring motions and tiro platoon 
exercise, and to lire l»lls at a mark j for which purjiose some good 
Imvdldurs should attend to instruct them ; and the adjutant of (he 
day or some other Knropcan officer should constantly attend.* 

On this letter the Board record ; We arc unanimously of ojiiniea 
that the regulations proposed by the Brigadier-General wilf lie of jmUic 
benefitaud m a great measure it is bop^ will jimvcnf the numy rohliorios 
and even murders u'liich arc committcrl in the adjacent woods.* Ilwolvcd 
‘therefore tlial these rcgnlations be carried into execution, ’flie Scerctarj* 
is to issue a prociamation to tiiat citcet enjoininga strict oVervance 
of them.® 


live years later, 13Ui August J770, occurs the folloaing entryonthc 
Bfibjcct of patrols: Notwithstanding Ibe Bluanditri jialrols tlic com- 
plaints of robberies committed without the town gales continue frequent. 
1 al lies of regular scpo.vT must be added to the BlLamhiri patrols vrithtlie 
samemslrnchonsaswcroestaUL-hcdfortheBliandiiris in the year 1771.® 
At a Considlalion, llie 3rd I'chniary 1770, the Board read the 
following presentment^ from the Grand Jurv: Ue Jurors for our 

to proent to this llonounable 
tliorough reform in the 
frcqucnt robberies committed, with tie 
difliftdtj attending the doteclion of the aggresFors, calls aloud for 

cffecluallv protect tlie 

made to Go\^men/f”* Bench tint .appliciitfon nny lie 
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At a Congultation, the Si'd March 1779, the Board read the following; 
letter from James Tod to the President and Governor, dated 24th 
Febrnary 1779 : Yom* Secretary having communicated to me your 
opinion that an officer in quality of Lieutenant of Police will he of 
great utility to the public and that you have been pleased to appoint 
me upon trial to that office, I beg leave to express my grateful sense 
of the honour done me in pointing me out on this occasion, and to 
assure your Honourable Board I will exert myself to the utmost of my 
abilities to make the office answer the end proposed and convince you of 
my fidelity and attachment to the interests of the Honoumble Company 
and the public good. In respect to framing proper regulations for my 
guidance in this office, I submit the accompanying rough draft of what I 
humbly conceive will be the necessary commission to be given me and the 
oath to be taken by me. After being sworn in and public notices given, I 
propose to sit regpilarly for the despatch of public business relative to my 
office and make daily reports to the sitting justice in order for his war- 
ranting such necessary acts as may be incident thereto. It must be a 
work of time and attention before any exact code of regulations can bo 
irawn up to be finally established, and will require my inspecting and 
referring to all such as have been heretofore made before I can lay them 
oroperly before the Board. As soon as I am sworn into office I ■mil exert 
nyself to the utmost to accomplish it. In respect to any fixed salary I 
lumbly request I may be permitted -to wave it at present ; and as the 
post is established on trial, wait the event when I very cheerfully 
submit what matter may personally regard mj'self to your Honourable 
Board’s future consideration. Oaths to be tafen by the Lieutenant of 
Police: (!) I James Tod do sincerely promise and swear that I will 
je fiiithful and bear true allegiance to His Majesty King George. So 
jelp me God, (Signed^ James Tod, (2) I James Tod do swear I 
ivill well and truly serve the King’s Majesty and the Honourable the 
United Company of mercliants of England trading to the East Indies 
n the office of Lieutenant of the Police and promote the peace and 
safety of the inhabitants of His Majesty's Castle and Island of Bombay 
n all things that belong to the said office as far as I legally can or 
nay, . I will do right as well to poor as rich in all things belonging to 
ny office. I will do no wrong to any man for any gift re'ward or 
promise nor for favour or hatred. I wUl truly and ffiligently do my 
mdeavours for preventing murders, robberies, disorders, and all 
irregularities, and for maintaining and carrying into execution such 
orders and regulations as am or may be es'tablished for the peace 
safety and good of the inhabitants aud for His Majesty’s and the 
Hoponrable Company's advantage discharging my whole duty to 
the utmost of my skill and power. Bo Jielpme God. (Signed) James 
Tod. Sworn to before me the 8th jMarch 1779. (Signed) William 
Hornby. The draft commission runs; We the President and 
Council of and .for all forces' and affairs of the Honourable United 
Company of merchants of England trading to the 'East Indies on the 
Coasts of India Persia and Aiubia and of His Majesty’s Castle and 
Island of Bombay, to all whom these presents shall come greeting : 
By virtue of a power given us by the Honourable tiie Court of Directors 
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o£ ttic said United Company, dorivcd nntft them from the anihorit}* «! 
our eovcrcigp Lord King George III. and Ills Royal Predcccssmt 
ropoMOg special trust and confidence in your integrity, abilities, MeliU^ 
and circumspection, do by thei=c presents constitute and appoint vou 
James Tod Esquire Lieutenant of Police for tlio i>cace and safety of 
tlie inliabitants of this island in tlic carrying into execution sncii ordere 
plan or regulations la may at present suWist or hereafter be foond 
necessary to be established or protided ly' Government for preventing 
murders, rohhories, disorders, and other irrcgnlnritics in breach of 
peace and good order. tVe further give you full power and authority 
to pursue all legal measures for that purpose and to issue neccssaiy 
summonses and orders for the due establishment thereof, willing and 
requiring all persons whatever to appear before you on such summons 
being sen-cd them, and all subordinnlo officers of the police aforesay 
to pay you duo obedience, you following all such orders ns skill be 
given from us or our successors and from His Majesty's justices of the 
peace Cor this Castle and Island of Boiuliay aforesaid, pursuant to the 
trust reposed in }'ou. Failing therein ibc.se presents arc to be vacated 
and aimullcd bj’ ns the President and Council for the time being. 
Scaled with the seal of the aforesaid Comjuin^' and given under out 
hands in Bombay Castlo this third dav of March in the vear of the 
roipi of Ilis Excellent Majesty Gcorgi; III, of Great Britoin France 
^ lung, Hefcndcr of the Faith, and in tho vear of out Jjotd 
IJ79. Byottlerof the Honourable 'WilHara Homhy ]2sqnire,Prc.'dd(!nl 
r 1 IX ^1’® Honourable United Companv of mcrcliauts 

of EngLind trading to the East Indies on the Coasts of India Pcrsii 
and Arabia, and Governor and Commander-m-Cliicf of llis Majeslv's 
Uslle and Ishnd of BoraJxvy and its dencuOcncics and Council. On 
r Board wjrcct : TLo above commission ami forms oE tlic oath 
lor the LientcDant of Police being read, are approved. Public notice 
iwfc be given to the inhabitauts of tlic appointment of tliis officer and 
tas power to which tlie:r must be enjoined to conform. The xSccrctirv 

tot 11,0 Wlit 

thereof.® othermso should defray tlie charges 

Meanwhile the followino- wiwtvs ^ t , 

Lieutenant of Police, dat^ 

jjmreotte Slst December 1779: Ilnring 

> Bom. Gov, Consultation Drf March 1770 tv .. * 
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nvanimwl attention the several publications and orders that 
liave from time to time been issued at this Presidency respecting^ 
the police and liaving maturely weighed and consideied the same, I 
have drawn up the following, with such amendments and additions as 
appeared to me neceasaiy. These having been approved by his 
Majesty's Justices, are now submitted to your Honour's consideration 
for confirmation, they appearing to.be of great utility for preserving 
good order and government on this island. I have proceeded herein 
as far as I have been hitherto able to accomplish and shall continue 
with the utmost diligence to the ox^t of m 3 ' power to prepare others 
wliieh are immediately neeessar 3 ' : as .the prices of provisions, the assize 
of bread, and other matters relative to the markets, also labourers and 
tradesmen, carts' and conveyances’ hire, and prices. All of this shall 
be submitted to )' 0 U as soon as possible. If your Honourable Board 
approve thereof, I mean to publish those already' finished on or before 
the Ist day of February, giNung the inhabitants thirty day's' notice to 
conform tWeto.^ 

A Consultation the 28th January 1780 records : The regulations laid 
before us last Council day' by the Lieutenant of Police, having since 
been sent round to the several mombera for their inspection, are now 
approved nnd'eonfirmcd ; and a publication must be issued enjoining 

' strict attention tlicreto.® 

* Meanwliilc tlie Board had received the follorving letter from Mr. 
James Tod, Lieutenant of Police, to the President and Council, dated 
Bombay 17th January 1780 ; Agreeable to order I exliibit my account 
of the sums advanced by me and expended in the duties of my offices as 
lieutenant of the police and high constable. Thereto I have added a list 
of fines levied by order of the Justices and paid to the Sheriff as treasurer 
of the county. On the sixth day of May' last in consequence of 
information received tliat constables had been already sworn in to the 
number of twenty'-four for the villages without the gptes, who receiving 
no pay had in concert nitli the Bhanddris who then did the duty of the 
patrols, been guilty of great oppressions in ill treating the inlrahitants 
and exacting undue fees, which was an unpardonable abuse of their 
offices, considering those employed therein ought to be resjjectablc intel- 
ligent men, and not such as served the office at that time ; 1 therefore, as 
is customary on such occasions, issued out a summons to twenty'-tovu- of 
the fazandare to take upon themselves the office, or to boitc it by 
deputy j and at a meeting at ray office, it was considered and explained 
to them, and agreed to provide proper poi'soDS to serve who wore to be 
psud accordingly'. If the Government should not approve of paying 
their wages, 1 humbly entreat they should be paid by' a general 
assessment on the inhalntouts, who are beads of families without the 
gates, and not by the Cliristains alone as other classes equally receive the 
benefit of the appointment; and to make good the pay of the constables 
then chosen. This not hemg settled so soon as I u'ished, I found it 
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necessary to advance them three montlis’ pay that Biey might have no 
excuse for mishehavioiu * ; and hanng in the course of their duty been 
able to judge of their merits, with the approbation of the acting 
magistrate, 1 chose such as I judged competent, and who could read 
and write, and some new ones ; and paid their whole aiTears, to thefitEt 
day of January instant beginning the nerv year, by stiiking ofE six and 
presenting eighteen to the acting magistrate. These being tdl intelligent | 
men and of good character, I judge sufficient for the duty reqiM, 
Humbly concurring with the request of the fazandars in respect to an 
equal and reasonable assessment, should you please to order the amount 
to be so levied, with all due respect 1 submit it to your consideration.* 
At a Consultation, the 26th January 1780, on reading the above letter 
the Board direct that the balance of the accounts of expenses inenned 
on account of the office of police, be paid to the lieutenant of police from 
the treasury. The assessment already levied being complained of as 
heavy, and as we conelude it is not levied with equality according to 
the cii'camstauces of the inhabitants, the President will g^ve orders 
to the heads of each caste to give in an account of their number, 
circumstances, and the proportion of assessment levied on each person.* 
At a Consultation, the 22nd March 1780, the Board read the 
'following letter from Mr. James Tod Lieutenant of Police, to the 
President and Council^ dated Bombay 8th March 1780 : Since 1 had 
the honour of addressrug you under date the 30th of November last, 
I have received a copy of the Rule Ordinance and Regulation for the 
better management of the police at Calcutta. I have adopted the same 
for the management of the police of Bombay both of which I now lay 
before you, and submit them together with my said letter to your 
Honourable Board’s consideration.’ Xdr. Tod's observations are: That 
though the copy brought from Calcutta is very incoiTcct it clearly points 
out the duty of the Superintendent of Police, his powers, and the manner 
of establishing him in his office, by the appointment of the Honourable 
the Prudent and Council and a Rule of Court conformable to the powers 
vested in them by charter, to be passed on the ensuing sessions of Oyer 
and Terminer. That following the plan of Calcnttaintlie Rule exhibited 
for Bombay, the same is almost word for word ; but it being an island, 
from the peculiarity of its atuation the Lieutenant of the Police 
humbly conceives the same be abridged, and having since his delivery 
of the Rule, more maturely wrighed it, he most respectMy submits 
it as follows ; That the, reasons set forth in the prramble are 
undoubtedly sufficient for establishing a superintendent of police, and 
tire other matters respecting him and his deputy (if any be appointed) 
and his powers are very necessary to be confined by a rule of a Court 
of Record in the manner it has been at Calcutta and approved by the 
Honourable the Court of Dir-Cctors. That these powers are particularly 
contained in the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th Articles, the last 
requiring a proviso that the committees or heads of castes are not to be 


r Put. Diary 77 of 1780, 28-30. 
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wmoTcd finally but by order o£ the Honourable the President and 
Council or of two o£ His Majesty's Justices one of whom is to bo the 
Honourable the President. That the 7th article comprehends tho 
present established Regulations in. Bomba}' which, as they must be 
ever open to revision or addition, the Superintendent will of course 
agreeable to liis powers be enabled to enforce. And, as the determi- 
nations necessary thereon rvill depend on circumstances, much prolixity 
in the Calcutta Rule may be avoided in that of Bombay, as by the 
foinn of a rule of Court, the spirit of the charter is maintained, and 
the Honourable tbo President and Council by form of law are confirmed 
in their power for making By-laws Agreeable thereto. That the 8th 
article is a ncccssar}' one and also the 9th, with a proviso, as above 
noticed, that no penalties are to be inflicted on the committees or heads 
of castes but with the approbation of the Honourable the President and 
Council or two of His Majesty’s Justices. Tliat the 10th 11th and 
12th articles am necessary. That the 13th article may be left out, 
being sufficiently provided for in the 7th article of ibis Rule. Clbat 
the nth 15th and 16th articles respecting the punishments are very 
necessary. Tliat the 17th article is provided in the 7th, That the 
18lh aitiicle is necessary so far as respects the noticing of this Rule to 
the committees, and also the established Regulations ; the remainder 
is prowded in the 7th article ns circumstances may point out. This 
observation extends to the 19th and 20th articles. That it is 
unnecesary to enter more of tho Slst 22nd and _ 23rd articles of this 
Rule than what relates to summoneeis and enquiries of a breach of tho 
B 5 ''-law 6 or contempt of orders. That the 24th article respecting the 
appropriation of fines is necessary. It is further uecessaiy this Rtde 
be passed by the Honourable Board, and confirmed by a Rule of Court 
in the same manner and form as at Calcutta at the ensuing sessions of 
Oyer and Terminer to be held on the 15th day of April next.^ 

At the same Consultation (the 22nd March 1780) the Board also 
read the following letter from Mr. James Tod, Lieutenant of Police, 
to the President and Council, dated Bombay 80th November 1779 : 
When your Honour’s and the Council’s opinion that an officer to 
supciintend the police worrid be of great utility to the public was 
first cfimmunicated to me, and that you had been pleased to appoint 
me to that office, I was deteimined, notwithstanding the obstacles I 
plainly foresaw wei'e in my way and the difficulties I should meet in 
tho execution of it, to show my grateful sense of the confidence the 
‘Board had been pleased to place in me, by accepting of it, depending 
entirely on the support you promised, and on the candour of tho public 
in general ; and resolving to exert my utmost abilities to make the 
office answer the ends proposed, for the Honourable Company’s interests 
and the advantage quiet and happiness of the inhabitants. With these 
views I drew up a most solemn oath, .which was administered to me, 
and I determined to abide by it, also a commission (I then thought) 
suitable to the occasion; and which your Honourable Board were 
pleased to approve of and deliver -to me, I soon experienced the diffi- 
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culties of my post, as I had foreseen. My county honoumbly acquitted 
mo of two ‘indictments for felony, deeming Iho prosGcutions against 
me malicious, and your Honourable Board were pleased on the omsion 
to enter on record 'the utility of my post, aud 3’our full approbation of 
my conduct therein. Eneoninged by so hononinhlc an acquittal, I 
persevered with constanc}' in tlie discliarge of the duties of my oHIk, 
but am nevertheless in continual dread of blame. When 1 gave in my 
proposals to j'our Honourable Board I wish it had occurred to me to 
insert the title superintendent of police instead of lieutenant of pohec. 

I have since found at Calcutta the office is held under tlie title superin- 
tendent. This would consequently have prevented the objections ma^ 
to the title lieutenant. I never conceived any objection would arise 
on a wori I considered the public benefit solclj' and the necessary 
authority for maintaining the respect due to the post in order to 
accomplish the desirable ends for winch it was instituted. I proposed 
to m3'self more honour from a due discharge of my duty as au honest 
man than any title or parade whatever. The same considerations now 
induce me to address 3'our Honourable Boai-d on the present occasion. 

I have, by an unremitting aud persevering attentioir to m3' dut3', made 
many and bitter enemies, in consequence of which I have been obliged 
in a great measure to give up m3' bread, and m3' only dependence is on 
your Honourable Board's firvour and protection which I lirml3' rely on. 
If the ref 01-0 the commission 3'ou have been pleased to honour me with 
should appear to he in too military a style for my oflico as a civil one, 
that every reasonable objection may ho removed, ‘if judged espedient, 
I will cheerfully resign it, humbly submitting it to the considoration of 
the Board. My cjise is not singular. Mr. Playdoll has hold the same 
office under title of superintendent of police in Calcutta, and this has 
been approved by the Honourable the Conrt of Directors. I trust if 
my conduct is approved you will annor the same title here where the 
post is deemed of equal utilit3'. ^bo emoluments of the office 

I cbeerfnWy submit them to the Board’ s consideration, to be proportionci 
to the difference of the places as 3'Ou shall see fit.* 

A week later, at a Consultation on the 29 th hlarch 1780 , the Board 
taking into consideration this letter, which had lain since the 30 th 
November, and also considenng the Rule formed fertile management of 
the police of tliis town drawn from that foimed at Calcutta, record the 
f olloning entiy ; These regulations being now attentivel3' peinsed, several 
alterations and amendments adapted to the difference of circumstances 
between this place and Calcutta ai’o now made, and instead of st5'Iing 
him superintendent of police the title to bo given him is deputy of police 
according to which the Rule is altered and some other retrenchments 
made in his powers. The 3'early salary to be annexed to the office of 
deputy of police is now fixed at Rs. 8000 to commence from the day 
of his first appointment as lieutenant of police. 'The Secretary must 
in consequence call upon Mr. Tod to surrender his oommksion of 
' lieutenant of police which is now vacated, and annulled. Ovdei'ed 
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' that a fair copy of the regulations for the police as now annexed be 
laid before us at our next meeting for confirmation.^ 

At a Consultation, the 5th April 1730, the Board read the following 
letter of the same dale from^Mr. James Tod, Deputj' of the Police, to 
the Pi evident and Council : In obedience to your orders I lay before 
you the fair copy of the rule ordinance and regulation for the 
management of the police of Bombay, altered and amended as you have 
lieen pleased to direct, and also surrender my commission as lieutenant 
of the police. I return my most sincere thanks to your Honourable 
Board for the salary you have been pleased to bestow upon me and 
Avill manifest my gratitude the only way in my power by a steady 
attention to the duties of mj' office, in the execution of the trust reposed 
in me. On this the entry is recorded : The Rule and Ordinance are 
accordingly passed.® 

At a Consultation, the 13th October 1780, the Board read the following 
letter of the same date from Sir. James Tod, Deputy of Police, to the 
President and Council : Since you were pleased to confirm the several 
rules and regulations respecting the polico on the 26th daj' of Januarj' 
last, in the course of carrying the same into execution practice lias 
shown, and wnll occasionally point out, manj’^ necessary alteiniions and 
amendments which as your Honourable Board have not provided for by 
a reserve to IHs jMajesty's Justices, I humbly submit to your considera- 
tion if the referring such necessary alterations or amendments from time 
to time to the discretion of a Bench will not be a means of expediting 
the business. Resolved that an addition agreeable thereto be made to 
the Code to be laid before the ensuing Quarter Sessions.® 


' Horn. Got. Consultation 29lli Marcii 1780, Pul>, Diary 77 of 1780, 117 - 119, 
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Section I.— Garrison. 


The record opens nith tlic cver-fresh refrain of military rcductioD. 
At a Consultation held at Bombay on the 6tb of Fcbniary 1670 it 
iras resolved tliat the tiro companies of soldiers be reduced into one in 
regard of tlie paucity of men, the charge of keeping so many 
commission oilicers standing nben there is no absolute necessity thereof 
seeing the militia maj* be as well governed with a less number, and the 
serious consideration of the Honourable Company’s injunction to all 
possible frugality,* 

_ The next ontiy on the sanio day, 6tli February 1670, is one of military 
discipline. Antonio Uibero made a complaint to the Governor of abase 
done him by 'WilHaro Havens, tVilliam Middleton, "William Minchell, 
and John Staines, in cutting down and breaking his pots wherewith 
be watered his cocoanut tecs. It was concluded (for the preventing 
further abuse of the like nature) this being the second time they have 
committed the said uTong that William Havens being a tailor have 
twelve drnhs given him with a rope end at the guard door by the 
boatswaiu of the bandar and tliat the other tlmee being soldiers lie tied 
neck and heels one hour under the wooden horse.® 

The reduction of the regular garrison drew attention to the militia. 
On the 28th October 1670 the Surat Council record ; It was resolved 
that the Beputy Governor and Council of Bombay be ordered to 
muster their militia and to keep them in a posture of defence, and 
that the number of the said militm be sent us and the guard of MiShim 
be doubled. To '^s end, in case there be a necessity, that they do 
enlist twenty white men more provided they will receive the Com* 
pany’s paj- last ordered, 20 shillings the month. So that, according to 
™ list of officers and soldiers last sent us, the standing numW of 
the company is to consist of 260 men. The militia should bo ordered to 
muster once a month at Mdhim and Bombay'.* 

Six yeare later, 4th July 1676, the Surat Council impress the need ' 
for reduotaons in the Bombay military charges ; We have perused the 
rolls you sent us of your garrison. Company’s militia and staff officers. 


’ Bom, Gov. Consaltotion Ctb Feb, 1670, Earat Fact. Dinrv 1 of iimo luo/s 
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and wc have also again talccn into consideration the answer to those 
seven proposals formerly recommended nnto yon. In the main we 
find tliat yon have not observed the orders left with you by the 
President at Iris departure for retrenching the charges, but tliat j'ou 
put the Company to a far greater expense tlian need requires. We find 
in your letter to the Company that you have near 4:00 men, officers 
included. Now that our nation is in peace with all the world we cannot 
conceive the necessity of keeping so many men in pay. W e are sure 
the Company will not admit the necessity. Bather they^ will ^ mneh 
offended with us for our improvident management of their affairs. In 
our proposals sent you in Pebruary last (1676) we advised yon that we 
thought sixteen files was enough for each company, and fhough some 
, reasons which you give in your answer do convince ns that as things 
f stand now with yon that number is too little, yet snrel}' we must needs 
' ‘ conclude that - thirty files for each company are too many. Wherefore 
’ for the present we do enorder you that from and after the musters that 

* shall follow the receiving this onr letter, yon do reduce your two 
i companies to 1 50 men each company which is the number specified in 
: your answer to om‘ proposals. We say that the said two companies 
f should not exceed 3<i0 men, officers included, and we heartily’’ u'ish tliey 

might consist all of English. Still seeing that cannot be we would have 
; yon to supply the rest with topasscs. For as to the middle sort oons’sting 
[ of European strangers we are not well satisfied wth them and here- 
after would not have yon entertain any more under that notion. 

• As to those which are at present in pay we would liave yon disband 
: them keeping only such as have served the Company five years and 
[ are married on the island, whom we would have yon continue in their 
I present pay and the rest to be discharged except thej' will sen’O as 
, topasses. 'We desire yon to send ns a list of such men who have 
, served the Honourable Company five years and upwards. 

We sliall now give you our opinions touching those reasons yon offer 
to us in answer to our proposal for the keeping so many men in pay. 
First whereas you say there is a necessity for tlie keeping 80 or 300 
men in pay extraordmarj’’ for the manning the Companj^'s vessels and 
. shihara as also merchants' vessels, we answer that we know no such 
necessity nor shall by any means admit it. As to the Oompauj'^s 
1 vessels, to wit Revenge, Hunter ketch, and others, what men are 
hereafter employed upon them lot tlicir pay be charged to account of 
tliose voyages for which they are sent. And when they are employed 
in cruising out and defending the port against tlie Mnlabdrs, you may 
well draw off so many men as shall be necessary for tliat expedition 
out of the two companies without increase of charges. As to sup- 
pljring. merchants', vessels with our men, we require you forbear any 
rach practice hereof ter except the merchants make good the men's pay 
arid provision for the time tiiey do entertain them. And if the merchants 
do complain and cease from foado, we know no remedy, for it is n thing 
never practised in any nation port whatsoever. As to Malabdrs 
r, ^®™™ng your trade yoii most take care -to secure your own ports 
3,nd to send Revenge and Hv/nier frequently to cruize out 
atter them and to go in convoy urith such vessels as shall desire it. 
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but corporal’s pay, aud corporals but very few, some of whom we shall 
pick out of tlie militia ibat shall serve without pay.' 

As regards raising a troop of horse, the Bombay Council continue 
in the same letter : The President and Council (at Surat) has ordered 
us to raise a small troop of forty horse. Nothing can be of greater 
safeguard to the island. For besides the extraoi-dinaiy fame of horse 
in these countries, one horse bein^ esteemed equivalent to 50 foot, they 
are such an uhiquitary force that rn half an hour’s time by taking up 
forty soldiers behind them we can have eighty men in any part of the 
island completely armed, ready to impede an enemy’s landing or to quiet 
any sudden insuiTection. The charge of all this is but very small. The 
captain alone will receive pay. As for a lieutenant and cornet we shall 
ohlige some of (your) Honours’ own servants to officiate in those places. 
Quartermasters we want none and the three corporals will have but four 
Xerapbius a month each more than private sentries. Troopers we 
shall choose out of the garrison soldiers ; and though the garrison 
companies ar-e the weaker, it matters not. Instead of them there shall 
always be a division of the horse to keep a guard over against the Fort 
Gate. The most part of the horses shall be of the country breed, which 
will cost hut Hs. 60, 80, or 100 each. They will not need that highfeed- 
ing of jdgii and butter commonly given to all horses in these parts, and 
whereas it is the custom for every horse to have a horsekeeper, we will 
endeavour to make one horsekeeper serve two horses ; and for grass 
and hay we will make the island supply us for nothing, as it has 
hitherto done for the thirty-one horses we now have which were ever 
a great chai-ge and yet of no defence for W'ant of modelling into a 
troop and disciplining. We think ourselves very happy in the choice 
of so expert and discreet a commander as is over them, the President 
and Council having confeived that employment upon Captain Ei(diai’d 
Keigwin.® 

As regards the health of the soldiers the same letter continnes : Our 
soldiers, thanks be to God, continue very healthful. For whereas last 
year (1675-76) from October to February there died above 100 men, 
this year (1676-77) we have not lost fifteen and most of them from 
imposthumation in the liver. Much of this henefit we must attribute 
to our new hospital, we having taken the old court of judicature for 
that use, a hospital being a thing so highly necessary. Soldiers do not die, 
as some vainly imagine, hy any fatality concomitant to the cl^e, hut 
by their irregularity and want of due attendance when sick. For to 
persons in a flux strong drink and flesh is mortal, which to make an 
English soldier leave o£E is almost as difficult as to make him divest his 
nature, even though present death he laid down before him as ihe reward of 
the ill gratifying his ])alatc. This is the true cause our Bombay hills 
of mortality have swelled so high, whereas in the hospital nothing can 
come in or out without passing the Doctor’s eyes. We have great 


* Bombay to Coart 24tli Jan: 1677, Sec. Oat. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 4. Forrest's 
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confidence this hospital will save your ‘Honours’ some 100 pounds 
3 »eavly which the transport of soldiei's exacts. 

As regards giins for the fort the same letter notices : V^’c have this 
year (1076-77) received soinc large guns otB cwt. each. They arc 
nob so proiier for our fort as they are' wanting in length. Herein lies 
the advantaM a fort has over ‘shipping, tliat ere the ship can approach to 
batter, the Inrt is able to sink the ship lyitii her long guns which no 
ship’s deck is able to rceeivo or to endure its reverse or rccochct. h’or 
the defence of the fort, vf-c suppose it verj' necessary for j'our Ilonoui's 
to send out £0 or 25 guns, each 18 to 22 feet long. These would 
likewise he a terror to all people.® 

In Slarch 1677 the President at Surat sends commissions for a lieute- 
nant and comet to the troop of horse at Bomhaj'. The letter dated 121h 
hlareh runs : Ilerewitli we send j*ou iNtr. John Hamigohl .and jNFr. 
John Petit’s commissions for lieutenant and comet to the troop of 
horse on the island which we desire 5 'on to deliver unto them.® 

In April 1677 an accidental gunpowder cxplojsfon did considerable 
damage and led to a war- council to punish the offenders. The Bombay 
letter to Suiatof the 10th April rans; We had latclj' an unfortunate 
accident befallen ns and j'ct we have reason to bless God for his deliverance 
of ns from a gre<ater mischief. It was thus. The storekeeper as customarj' 
had sent up some powder to dr^' upon the north-cast bastion. It wa-s 
alxmt two o’clock in the afternoon when one of onr Porporals h}' name 
Stanton took an old bandalier or Icatlicr pistol ease and filled it with 
wl^'O, intending to tie it to a dog’s tail then in the guaid. Coming 
to fhc gate, the dog licing nob m the waj', he took the bandalier, 
tliorc being a string tied to it and flung it towards the Judge’s old house. 
The Avind beiug very strong the bandalier blew npon the bastion and 
fired the dr^-ing iiowder 35 liarrcls all English. Eiglit coolies and one 
sentr 3 ’- who were tending the powder were all burnt to death, whereof 
six were blomi into the ditch and the jiaradc, and some limbs were carried 
over the fort. The shock was so grc.at, much of the powder being in 
a heap, that it blew open all the doors of the magazines in the fort 
though well locked. Nay the shock blew open the door.s of the rooms 
nndcr the Second’s lodgings and made most part of tlie torni shako. It 
sank tlic terrace of the bastion a small matter, but has done the areli 
nndcrnc.ath no damage. "We kad this d.a)' a Council of "War upon the 
Corporal. Having examined all witnesses and circurast.anccs, including 
several that saw him make the fuse and fling it, we could not find him 
gnilt 3 'of any wilful treacherous design. Still that an ofllccr into wlioso 
hands onr lives ai'O all sometimes cnliaisted shonld be so wretchedly 
careless he being hut a little before come off the bastion h'unsolf, wo 
cashiered. him from ever more hearing arms, and to run the gaxintlet 
three times for an example to all.‘ 

* Bomliny to Court 24lh .Tun. 1677, See. Out. li.Si.iot 1077-1CS7, 6-0. Forrest’s Iloine 
Series, 1. 120. 

• Bombay to Court 24tli Jnu 1077, See. Oat. I/. B. 4 of 1077 - 1GS7, 10-11, Forrest’s 
Home Series, 7.122. 

® Surat to Jioinbay lEHi ^Inr. 1077, Pnrat Fnct.Oiit. Tj. B, 3 of 1677 -1700, 10. 

• * BoinlMiy to Snr.it 10th April 1077rSec. Out. B. B. -I of 1077- 1087, fiS - 20. Forrest’* 
Home Series, 1. 131. 
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. Military. 

Troopers’ Pay, 
1677. 

toldicrs’ Pay, 
1077. 


The eamn letter contains the first reference to a sadly common entry, 
military complaint of insufficient jiay : Our troopers beg some small 
augmentation to their pay, they wearing out more clothes than a foot 
soldier and must provide themselves with short boots against the rains. 
tVe have given them no answer.* 

lie same letter farther notices : Our soldiers do humbly beg your 
Honour to take into consideration the loss they receive in the money that 
is paid them. This loss on Itijei'uhr is near SO per cent and on dugiUm^ 
16 or 18 per cent. Also provisions are grooving so dear upon the island 
that they are not able to subsist. "VYe mve not in the least encourased 
them to expect any favour. Your Hononr may please to resolve what 
is fitting to be done.* 

In reply regarding the pice payment to soldiers the Surat President 
pyrites to Bombay ou the 26th April 1877 : "We are riot well jfieased 
with the soldiers’ request to consider of the great loss they receive by 
having their wages paid them in bnjernks and dugdniB. We have given 
no orders for altering the value of the said species and presume yon have 
not raised them hut that they pass still current for wliat thej' did upon 
the island. As to their passing abroad we are not to concern ourselves ; and 
if there bo any abuse in the shroffs tlieir raising the vatciv or exchange 
}'ou must punish them. But we had information by the late Deputy 
Governor ttat the chief officers do much abuse tlic soldiers in keeping all 
the silver and gold to themselves of which they make an advantage to the 
soldiers’ prejudice. We suspect this petition and design to be fomented 
by them which we would liave strictly enquired into ; and inform us tlic 
truth of what you fiud. It is a thing of bad consequence to alter the 
settled pay of the soldiers "who are a qnamlons (querulous) ungrateful 
people and never satisfied. We are sure there is no garrison in Asia or in 
Europe better paid thau that of Bombay and yet they arc always cra^ang. 
If provisins ai'edcar, you must use all just means to procure tliem plenty 
and cheap as you can, but for altering their pay or the vatdv of the 
current coin, we do not approve it.® 

In the same year 1 677 the Bombay Council once more write on tlio 
same subject — the discontent of the soldiers due to short pay. Their letter 
to Surat of the 2 1st October runs : We did foimerly prefer a petition of 
all the soldiers concerning the shortness of the pay, to whidi we received 
.an answer that no alteration could he made in it. We sMl not pre- 
sume to dive into the causes of such a denial, hut we find ourselves 
obliged to give your Worahips a daily account of the state of affairs on 


> Bomlrajr to Fnrat lOtli Ajnil 1677, fc'cc. Out L. B 4 of 1077-1687, 20. rorrest’a 
Home Series, 1. 131. 

“Bujciulc was a coin of low denomination nnd of varying valae and metal (copper 
till, lend, tutenngue) formerly current nt Goa and elsewhere on the western coast ns 
well as at some other places on the Indian ec.as. It was ndoptrd from the Portneuese 
in the earliest English coinage at Bonihay. Colonel Yule’s Hohson.Jobson. Forrest’s 
Home h'erics, 1. 113. 

’ Hugiini wns a Bombay coin of the volno of two pies. Forrest’s Home S'eries T Tie 

‘ Bombay to Surat 10th April 1077, tcc. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1087, 20. Forrest’s 
Home Sciies, 1. 131. 

*Snint#o Bombny 26th April 1C77, SnratFuct. Out. Ii. B. 3 of 1677-1700 T9 
Forrest’s Homo Series, 1. 113, ® 
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ihis island and cannot but lot you know all tlic soldiers arc extremely 
discontented, tlie 3 ’’ alleging thej' arc not ixiid Un-co parts of 21 shillings 
per month, and the present dearness and scarcity of all sorts of provisions 
does make the grievance more felt. We have hitherto experienced too 
much fidelity from them to think tlicy will be templed to act anything 
contrary to j'our duties. • Y ot wc innst needs saj', should any evil 
consequence liappcn, that this will be the real occasion tlicrcof.* 

Towards the close of the j'car 1677 on the same subject of the soldiers’ 
pay, the Bombay Council agaiir write to Surat on the 12tli December : 
The clause of the President’s letter of the 26th April concerning the 
soldiers’ paj' wc did tlien thorouglilj' peruse, but it being an absolute order 
to iis we would not presume farther to discuss upon it. Onr opinions 
liave been often plainly declared that the soldiers arc ent ot tho pay 
a considerable matter. It was ordered bj*^ the President when hero 
that 19 pliadcas {phadids)- should pass for a Xeraphin. Wo can 
indeed order that a penny shall pass for twojicnee but it is not all the 
proclamations and commands wc can issue out shall be of force to ciTccb 
it. It is certain tho kings and potentates of Europe do put what 
value the}' please on their coins which jjass current in their omi territories, 
hut -while Bombay is but eight miles lon» -we do not see any possibility 
of following their rules. Ilere is nothmg growing on the island bub 
cocoanut, and all things we want from abroad ; and though the President 
is pleased to saj' tliat wo ought not to bo concerned however money 
passes abroad, yet how shall wc get provisions and good.s on tho i-^land 
except onr money goes oif to fetch them ; .md wluit is intended by that 
clause that wc should use all just means to proenro thorn plcntj- and 
cheap when the very fountain head is stopjjed, that is mono}' i>rohibitcd 
to be can-ied off. 1'ho shrofiEs are marked out as the cause of this 
distemper ; hut w'c do not see on what ground j for they do nob m’se 
the vafdv as is objected, but rather lower it, for tho Xeraphin instead of 
in pJiaiHiU is woi-th 29. Suppose the King of England should issue 
out a proclamation that four farthings should go for a penny ; if .niy 
prson should give another eight farthings for his penny, wo c-annot 
imagine this is punishable, and this is just our case ; and to order the 
shroff to give people silver for tho bi/jci tikit, is a disowning our coin ; for 
if hujend's arc current, W'hat occasion is there for shroffs to oxch.mgc 
tlicm into silver, and if they arc not current, there is rc.sson of a c(>m]>laint, 
people receiving but 19 p/indids instead of 29. Our dtiijurfi/t indeed go 
current off tho island, that is at 23 phadids per cent or thereabouts 
and not at 19 .as we pay them ou which is 20 per cent loss ; neither 
do wc argue tlm necessity of allowing the soldiers the utmost value of 
the bazar, width rises and falls every day. Wc believe two phadida 
in .a Xcmpldn’s advance -would highly content them and so low as that 
it never falls, Tliis is only our opinion -\vilh a submission to vour 
W orships’ letter .* 
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‘ Bombay to Hurat 21st Oct. 1G77,’ .So?. Out. L. B. 4 of 1G77-IG87, 57. Foircsfa 
HomcSeiics,I._13S. ’ 

* One phaaia is cqiinl to two (lu;!fiiiis or four pics, . ^ 

’ Bombay to Surat 12Ui Dee. 1077, Soc. Out. L. B. 4 of 1077 - 1CS7, C§ - 03. I'orrcsl’a 
Homo Series, 1. 141, 
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On llie» Fuhject oC military rctrcnclmicnts the Court .oC Dirctors 
write to Surat on the 2t*ntl April (16S1 or 1GS2) ; By tlierocniils o£ 
En'fUth Fold'crs we rent j'ou in our last ship for Bomlnv* or by any 
tliinjr wrote in our last general letter (pxccj>t only Captain Keigv^in's 
wages and entertainment), yon are to understand that we do not 
bniak in upon onr former retrenchment. We are re.'olvwl tlut tlic 
c.-itablishment for tliat island slwll not l»c enlarged hut retlicr lessened. 
In order to this let our Deputy IJovcrnor of Boml).iy Ipow wo shall not 
tlrnk well of him if we do not hear tlwt he hath discharged the like 
luuiihcr of Portuguese soldiers in lieu of so many Buglishmcn as sLall 
arrive in safetj' at Bombay.* 

In s]ute of tills opinion during the next j'car the strength of the garrison 
was increased. On the 1 5th August 1680 the Court wrote to Bondtty : 
We liave now a complete eoini>any of foot soldiers on board tlio ship 
C/iiirlcs 11 . iSir Thomas Grantham Commander: 'J’his company of 
soldiers nliich is under the command of Lient. Oglcthorji, after they 
lave been at Bantam, arc to return to 3'^our place and to be m.ade up a 
third cnmiianj*, whereof the Second of onr Conncil at Boinliaj' shall aln aj's 
lx; Capbaiti. And we slinll bj* our first ship.s send j'on forl\' soldiers 
to remiit that and our other two conip.mics bi' nlnch 3*011 will sre our 
intent is that our standing garrison at Bomba3’ shall alwa3‘s consist of 
three eomplelo Kngluh eompanies.” 

As regards the position which Sir Thomas Grantlmm was to oecnpy at 
Bombai', the Court n*rite to Siunt on the 7lh April 1084‘: We do 
appoint Sir Tlionms GTantlinin during his tliip's Ixiing in Boinlia}’ ro.ad 
to 1)0 of our Council there, and to lake place after our Deputj* Governor 
while he is of tliat Council.* 

The addition of a third compan}* and the building of a bastion and 
Ilk'll mo.isurcs bikcnto ensure the protection of the iuliahitanls led to the 
imiM'itiou of a tax on tlic jicoplc. In it.s justification the Court UTite to 
.‘'ural on the 7tli April ICbl : The island of Uomlm' hath stood ns 
lir.'t and last above 1300,000 and now we arc entering upon a further 
tkirgc b3' the order we have and hercbv give 3'ou to build np that bas- 
tion wliieh is iranting, and 113' thcadditioii of a thinl standing con)pan3' 
and two standing comp.anies of Ila‘hpouts (Itnjpiits). So that aii3’ ni:ni 
iMulncci with rea«on mn.sl needs tee the npcc^sitv’ and eqiiit}' of our 
making Midi levies upon the inluiliitant.s a.s nui3'nt Ica.st serve to sujiporfc 
the growing charge of their proteidion. 

'Jlic same letter continues; 'Jliotc two companies of Ila'-hpoiits 
(Kajpuls) we would luive you hire from the main ujion the lic-st tenns 
von can, to lx> jxiid weckli' ]iart in rice and jiart in iiione3* a.s 3*tm can 
nirrec. Let them be meh entircli' a.s have no nflinit\* witli the 
Porlugwe.-c, nor any dcj'eiidenio upon thehtnghal or S’ninMiaji but 
wliolb* upon onn-elvos. You iiiai* prf'iiii.*^c them they ihall be (juartcred 
and keep giwrd 113' tlicnisclvcs, lie cnininandctl by their own ca])taiiis and 

•Co-irt ii SniateCnl .\i.ril (IR^l or ICSS), I’uti. IV^. ConrlV Ix;tt<rii Vol- 1 ol 

liNI n. 

= f ’o irl I > I'oinlny 15tli An* IfiSa, l’nl>. Ilrp, CoiirlV 1., VoJ. I pf ICSI - l(!”t Ci'i. 

- ‘tuijrt to lent /th .\pfiktWb I’al*. I>»p. Cuiirtx Li-tktj Vet. 1 ol ICSl-lCSP, bit 
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offioers, and use tlieir own weapons, but alw'ays subject to the command 
of our Deputy Governor who is Lieutenant General of all our forces by 
sea and land belonging to that island of Bombaj^, in the absence of our 
President whom we do licreby declare to bo our Captain Genoi-al 
requiring all our commanders, soldiers, and seamen to j'ield him obedi- 
ence accordingly. But both our President as Captain General and our 
Deputy Governor of Bombay as Lieutenant General arc to act by consul- 
tation and advice of our respective Councils of Smut when the General 
is tlicre gr of Bombay when he is upon that island. The Cajdain of 
our third company of English for the time being avo always .appoint to 
be our IMajor Goucral. The two standing companies of Bajpnts avc 
would haA^e alAAuys- to consist of 100 men each and kept constantly 
to Avatch and mount tlic guards daily as the English soldiers do ; and 
in such station and proportion as j’ou sliall think best for our service 
and as may best prevent any jarrings between them and our English 
soldiers among Avhom yon may noAV alwa3's enforce good order bj' a 
strict military discipline, Ilis Majesty haviug granted us by a new 
Charter tlio poAver of exercising martial law'.^ 

By the middle of 1 6S0 the number of soldicm uus reduced to lessen 
the charges. About this time there Avas eonsidcrahlp siclnicss among 
tlic garrison, and medicines AA'cro badlj'^ Avanted. The Bomljay IcLtor 
to Surat of the 2Sth July 1686 rune : After muster-day we shall give 
account to your Excellency about reducing the soldiery pursuant to 
the directions. Wq haVe recoh'ed no medicines for the use of tbo 
garrison by this sliipping and are much in Avant thereof, occasioned 
by the great number of sick pcojjle aa-c haA'c coutmua% liad and are 
lilcely to haA’-e. If aa'o liaA'c not a sudden supply of AA'hat is exprossud 
in the doctor's list, it may endanger the Ua'cs of many, there being 
few or no drugs to be bought here and there being some dnrgs men- 
tioned in the said attes^tion Avhieh may he useful for tlio hospital. 
"Wo desire j'our orders about them." 

In the same j'eai' 1688 one Robert Clarke belonging to the military 
committed a murder. Dr. St. John the Judge Avas in faA'our of trying 
the offender by the Court of J udieaturc, Avhile the Deputy GoA'crnor 
jMr, JolmtVj'bome and Council Avere in faA'our of tlic exercise of martial 
-law. The Bombay letter to Surat of the 27th September 3636 runs: 
j\s to the tr^nug of Rolwrt Clarke bj' the Court of Judic-ature the 
Judge's adA'ice or opinion is of little A'alue. The laws of war say 
quite another thing. So that if j'our Excellency please to adhere to 
Dr. St. John's adAUcc as to goA'cming of an island or garrison, the 
Dcirntj' GoA'emor should ueA'or expect anything but confusion ; for he 
dare swear if we do not punish soldiers bj'" martial laAV, uo officer nor 
inliahitaut can 1x5 safe in their Ka’cs or estates. Wc Avell know the 
common law will clear Clarke for murder and so it aauII any man for 
ilicft, great part of the juiymcn not knoAA*ing hoAV soon it may 1x3 
their turn to be brought to the bar on the same score. The Deputy 


’ Conrt to Surat 7th ApiillGSl, Pub. Don. Court’s IiCtters ATol. 1 of ICSl • IGSC, 70 * 
81, The rihbing ta'c of one nipco in nlludcd to in llic text, 

- Bombay to Surat £Stb July lOSC, Bee. Out, L. B. 4 of 1077 • 1087, 3. 
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Oovcrnnr i"' miv F»r .T«*iiU (’hihl t> wliolly for li,* inirtnl 

Lw a\ul hull lovit tU n j'n-it «lt il of lroiih]i* tn »iht iht it in t'liv « jnv{ 

AVe MowMrilo loth it |t irpo i*, h it uill ►•ih’mt in ^otir ihn' t oti’, nn<I 

(Mirl.** ^lllUI^^' truUaitonlmj'U IhU imtrihrMi’ni-Dth'r 

]m(ir 111 III.' 

'llio follow inj» lh»niUi> h tt* r to Siir.U of tin 2‘'th S'l jUi -lU^r 
iliow* m liott w rotthwl .1 ^t•U< th* folilor- *j iil from l.njjliml «. lu. 
lime- nrrutil : Thi'- «iiiiii*'i |» r lii'iiK of tli • 111 \Vo'-li. f li»*lr X '»in 
who fouii' 1 IJ 1 III III* M ij< 'll ’i ihij) l‘l II itr, n* il nn niptnix tJj 
I'liiloMil hill (ifliihni; for .10 ih tt of tri iiro vh'th tin Itl Hoi- 
oiirihle (’oinj'int H‘nt out iii th“h‘j» H'tr 'eUr. A* h rf'ijitim?* 1 
iiio'l of hiT 111* It nr«' \i n i-i'k aiul :>* th ■ •hifit*iii .inn il‘lrt‘»il 
(onilition. wo hi\» thwirlit il iniiili iiiitro i ih* ,oiil f* r ih lit. Il* n* *. 
ahlooiir M.nti'*' hm'inl th*** i il tr-* ir. to m*>i in II''* M ij t\V 

•■h'jt thill to h’t It uifli'ii oil If'inl if th > , rot l-iiiii"*; 

wh II ‘ho M.Il !>• (ih’‘ to Jill lAi'i \ h r f’ j>tii»i ViM, in-nt *f 
hor iiii'i nn* ill iiiwl th » <* f*w tint iin' x.t'l n .if thU th i wihii 
nth* r thill ifo III ill* • unoth'|« iio-iiii Th \ hn* I* *ti «*« 1 1 » iil hi 
111* I t’llitiin. Our lit llo’iitiinhli* 'In l< - *• ’.t in th* inl ilipf ' 
till*, jilui' Jlo iwlor iiiin a* lohlnr. Of th • I* ntii** oil jh *>* h 
iili\o, Inl th'To wtn*lnt two of th ;ii f*‘*ilil >tnin! on th V V)r-, tl 
otlur 17 wi n,* nrrtiil t<«th*1n pit.il, two if wh'Ui oro {•Invli il '<l 
mill iiui't of the r« t wo fiir will ili *.* 

A** (hi* imni'oin th ‘ wi-ilth iiinl iiiii>*>r*ii'iT* i f Ih ‘i.lm fmhil to 
toiiH'ni'ih' for th** lunix fri li ihirp of lt>si, to null p-i th' 
ih lint the (’oiirt •■ttjv.'i-'tul arnhii t o'l in th * j* \ of tin 11 imUiv tr 
To th'* the ihitiilkit Count il in th> tr I Iti r to .^iit U • f (h * ;tl*t <K I**!* r 
ill'll} iinhe lilt' fiillowmir jiroti t* 'Jh< n'lin.ii): if th' inm** pit i*i • 
wi'inhty n iiiUtor tint wi* hoji' im will thiiil. it fittf for II » 
IJiicIlcni t ^l^ John (» ijir (o tin thin tmx iii ,n i * * Th > ii»>w ni)«i.U 
fioxiriior (Mr J. AViluriu*) ‘ij*. tint Uilh li in elf othiir .’tinl mhh r> 
wi'n'i'iiteritliit the Ki't lnih»hi>.i*i'aii.l.i»Titil tolnxi th > iii.i ilhin.ene 

of I'ly tint 111* Xfaj.'tt V piiwli in Knyliiiil hi>l, 'I he non inil iiti*l 
to *<’rM' for the *niil • U iry anil we Know th it prox *'feiH r f nil r«rt* aw 
iiimli ih'irer lure thin exor thi>\ xxere, .\t tin* nihnx.inc" of ptx joniu 
of the iiwn are t.t.ir\iil or el*<. m> minx of th* in wowhl not ihe f.*r it i* 
«*orl,iin there wii* nexer inon* i-ire t.iKcii of thonien tlun iioxx j* hx thi^ 
J)ci>uty Goxeinor® 

Soon nfter, more *cxcn’ niea*iire* tlnn a n’lliiet’o'i of j.ax xnn'itirrh'il 
out Alwut the iIo'O of IflSG lh*finir tMHX]ti'iu'* of johl t n- (ii{iiiiri.ntlx 
thofecoiiilllajpul comp inx’ XXII* nexer r,ii*<.il) were rxihueil to tliw,* t)'n 
the 2iul Decemk'r lObO the llmiiUiy Council write to .Surat : MV jeeue 
iime wiue rcccixcil a letter from xmir ll'u.vlhiitx xxliiiji enorilerecl u* to 
reduce the four comiunic* into three xxhuli x\.i*lmuHdj,Uelx done.’ 


* Homtm to 6 ur-vi 27tU Pept. IC^G, Pie Oat h B. t of tC'i.JGXT *»• 
Homo Si rii**, I. ItO* J t". . -.*. 

5 IJoiiibx} to Sural 2*lli Srpl ICSr, Pie OurtTl ( of loj?. ifs? «, 
sitmitnj to .Punf SI«t Oct ICW, S a. Out. 7..3I. l«r ll>T7.1l»*7 31 
X JJonibxj to Ssunit 2nil D«.. lObb, *cc. Out J, B. 1 of IC 77 . iw’ 37 
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It has been noticed above lliat Sir Jolm 'Wybome, the Deputy 
Governor of Bombay, took a special interest in the welfare of the Euro- 
pean soldiers in Bombay. On the 29th December 1686 the Bombay 
Council made the followmg representation to the Court on the subject of 
the ill treatment of recruits on the voyage out : We desire that more care 
may be taken when 3'our Honours send out anj' men hither as soldiers 
or servants. The poor men are general!}' so starved or beaten and 
abused that they fall into the scurvy and half of them die by the 
way or come on shore so sick and weak as to be altogether unfit for 
son’ice. The men tliat came out on the New London were the healtliiest 
strongest men that ever came hither out of England. U his we suppose 
^vas occasioned by Sir John Wj'bomc’s care of and charity to them. 
Here were lauded 02 men all fit to bear arms the first day. When 5'out 
Honours agree with any Captain of j'our ships to bring j-our servants 
out for India, firay be pleased to agree that each man Lave so many 
ounces of bread a day. Eor if men bo serv-ed a week's bread at a time^ 
it often happens tliat one steals from another and if a };)oor man loses a 
week's bread heforo he comes to have any more, he is half starved ; so 
it is necessary to liave them served daily. Besides the captains say 
tliey allow them so many pounds of bread a week but they allow not 
above 1 0 ozs. to the -])ouDd which starves the poor wretches, and all 
other provisions proportionable. The men that came on the ^K^>/ves^e^• 
frigate wo baA'o, reason to believe wore ill used. There came but nineteen 
poor souls on shore and hut two of the nineteen able to stand, all liaving 
the scurvy. Great part of them ore since dead in your hospital. We 
humbly hog on the poor men's behalf if j'oix may have occasion to send 
out hereafter that some other care may be taken for their safety and 
3'our Honours’ service and this country's security, for in the main 
3'our Honours are the losers.^ 

In January 1687 a fresh batch of recruits ariived regarding wdiom 
the Bombay Council in their letter to Smut of the 23rd January 1687 
write : On the 20th as soon as his ship was at an anchor Captain 
Willdc}' came on shore. He told ns that he wanted water for his 
ship's company not haring filled any since he came from the Mauritius. 
Wo thought it eouveuieut while he did lie here afilling of water, to 
land the powder on hoard him. In order to his despatch we sent 
four boats on board her to land the soldiers and their arms and clothes. 
There are come over in her 68 men as soldiers on the Rt. Honourable 
Compauj''s accounts, of which one is lieutenant, one ensign, four ser- 
jeauts,^ four corporals, and two drummers. The agreement that they 
made in England we have not, neither that of the men that came 
in the ship Ohnrles II, Wo pray yo\w Excellency to send us tliose 
papers if come to your hands, also j'onr oiriers how to dispose of them 
whether to keep them in rolls distinct or mix them. They have colonrs 
and officers for two companies as corporals serjeants and drummers. 
Wc can make them no allowance till we hear from you. ' The officers say 
thc}' were all made officers in England and received advanced money 
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as such. Enclosed comes a xoll o£ the officers and soldiers’ names that 
we have landed out of tins ship. Captain ■\^’iUdey saj's he has buried 
Tlpu’ards of 100 men most of them seamen.^ 

As the question of reducing the soldiers* pay was still pressed, tluj 
Bombay Govermnent wrote to Surat on the 5ch Febniary 1687 ; IVc 
tore very sensible the Honourable Company has ordered the soldiers’ pay 
to bo reduced to Xeraphins at 20d. and are in general for jintting tliat 
order in c^cecution. But we humbly beg leave to lay down some 
considerations before we pointblnnk run npon it. The Ilonourablo 
Company’s oi-ders to immediately dismiss out of their sewice'all such ns 
shall refuse to receive their pay at the rates established for their coin to 
go hero are strict. Still the consideration remains, if the Ut. Honourable 
Compau}’- should but begin with one private sentinel to cashier him on that 
account, they would possibly leave but few hut hath already repented 
of their coming out and would be glad of such an occasion to quit their 
sernee. For most part of what now come out as reemits are able 
seamen and will not be yoked unless land-semce be easier to tliem 
than tlic sea. And considering the circumstances onr nation lies under 
here in India, not knowing how soon we miy bo in action, for the 
honour and good of our nation wc Immbly o&r it as onr opinion not 
at this juncture to effect a saving hut rather to labour to mvc an ’ 
encouragement than a discouragemeut to men that must stand b}*' as 
and no doubt will when their pay is encouraging and all thej'' fight for. 
Wo leave tliis wholly to your Escelloncy’s consideration. If reduetions 
cannot be avoided at this juncture, we beg yout Excellency uill bo 
pleased to put forth a proclamation that it may be openly pnblisbcd 
at the head of all the companies what the will and pleasure of the 
Bt. Honourable Company is relating to the altemtion and settlement of 
all the money rates to be paid in this island. This will not only satisfy'' all 
lliat shall hear it but bo a standing rule for us to act by. Then the now 
rates shall no longer be delayed on our parts but immediately be put in 
execution. We hope what we have here laid down may not be tahcii 
omiss.® 

This remonstrance had no effect. On the 23rd March 1687 tlio 
Bombay Council write to Surat : We have paid the g.arrison the last 
month’s pay at the rate of 20Jd. the Xeraphin to the dissati^ction 
of most people as well officers as soldiers. Since that pay day a great 
many of our French and Dutch have laid down their arms and are gone 
off from the island. The topasscs in general say ffiey shall be starved, 
provision of all sorts being so very dear. But all the people's hope is 
that when your Excellency comes you will take pity on tirem and give 
tliem their former allowance. A copy of the agreement tiie men made 
in England who have come out in the Tongueen we herewith send 
you.® 


' .,1 Bombay to Surat 23rd Jaa. lB87, Seci Out. L. B. 4 of 1C77 -1087 54 
» Bombay to Surat 5tb Peb, 1687, See. Out. L. B. 4 of 1077-1087, 67-58. Forrest’* 
TTome S6ric8| X, 150* , 

» Bombay to Surat 23raJIarqUlC87> Sec. Oufc.B*B.4of lC77-lG87b G3*C4. Foprest’a 
nomo Senes, 1» 1GG» 157* 
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Tiie following from a letter of tlie Court to Surat, dated the 3rd 
January 1691, shows tlie steps taken to replace the Europeans destroy- 
ed by the plague during the tiirce previous years : As we liave sent you 
by the first ships wliat soldiers we possibly could, so we intend by our 
latter ships to send you above 200 soldiers more to Bombay. We hope 
to procure them by contract with some undertakers or captain conductor 
who are to put them on board our ships. This matter of the soldiers 
wc are the more earnest to accomplish, because they arc tlie best argu- 
ments and cards you can show to secure to the Company and their 
successors forever the lauds forfeited to us upon Bombay.*' As we 
would not for any gain in the world injure any innocent man, so on the 
other hand we will not part with any revenue that is justly accrued to 
ns by the present and ancient laws of that island. 

It is perliaps a coincidence tliat the despatdi which accompanies this 
somewhat questionable policy of forfeit mtli an uncalled-for. parade of 
high motives should also contain the following : We send j'’Ou on the 
Thomas 25 Bibles for the use of our garrison at Bombay. By the 
next shipping you sliall receive a further supply.® 

In spite of the special care taken of them the 1694) recruits do not 
seem to have found life in Bombay attractive. On the 18th February 
1695 the Council issued the following order to a Ship Captain : Ileai-ing 
that you have on board some people belonging to tliis garrison, wc 
require yon to send them on shoi'C on receipt hereof. For the future 
yon are not to receive any person from hence wthont our oi-dors as you 
otU answer the same to our Right Hon'ble Masters.* 

In Juno 1703 the Court draw attention to the need of better food 
and lodmng for the troops in Bombay. In addition to recommending 
the building of barracks somewhere near tlie fort the Court add ; Some 
proper person in tlie nature of a sutler is required to provide and oversee 
tliat the provisions be good and wholesome. The soldiers sbonid also 
be kept under strict military discipline and not suffered to lie a night 
out of the fort or barracks.*' 

Five years later the Hourt again insist on the necessity of barracks. 
On 'the 20th April 17 OS they write ; We positively require, all excuses 
apart, that you provide barracks for the soldiers and a good sutler for 
want of which we hear tlie soldiers are forced to lodg^ uuth the natives 
who soon poison them. Also tliat the hospital be more looked after, 
and a matron or more be pitched upon to attend it, and Iiavc for her or 
their pains wliat you think a proper allowance,® 

Two years later the question of officers’ pay again comes to the front. 
On tha 24:tli March 1710 the Court wnte to Bombay : For want of 


apparently refers to the forfeit of their lands hy people who fled or sided with 
the Eidis during the SiiU occupation of the island in IdSO-SO. 

* Court to Sur.at Srd Jan. JOOt, Sec. Out. L. B. 6 of IGOt- 1C9G, 28, 30. 

' fcir John Gayer and CouncU’s order to Cantaia Ahr. Koborts, Bombay 18th Feb. 
1003, See. Out. li. B. 5 of 1091,- 1C9G, S5, 

\Coutt to Bombay 4th Jane 1703 paras 33-33. Comp, of Standing On! Vol. 1 of 
,1716 - 1721, 141. , 

to Bombay SOlli April 1708 para 70. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715- 
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yonr books wo cannot sec what is Uio pay allowed 'to"lhe oiTiccrs in Uie 
militarj’. But as wo liavo found our people at the coast (Madras) and 
ba}’ { Calcutta) liave made larger allowances to tliem than wo contractwl 
noth them, we repeat that when w'e sent them from hence we liare wrote 
tlicm and do now tell }'OU that a lieutenant has but four pounds a 
month, an ensign three pounds a montli, a serjeaut thirtj- shillings, a 
corporal twenty-four shillings, and a .private sentinel twenty-ono 
shillings a montli j and that they he paid thirteen montlis to the year.* 

In the same letter the Court further direct Bombay to send by 
every ship a list of all European soldiers and ofiQcors in the ndlitary, 
with the monthly allowances, and where they sovorally keep guard. 
Also to send the like for the Christian out-guard and topasscs, nith an 
account of wliat number is necessary for eadi place.® 

Bmring the next five y'cars (1710-171.5) the vercadores seem to lave 
been excused from provicUng trained bands or militia. In their letter 
of the 5tii April 1715 the Court order Bomhaj’’ to examine and write 
home if tlie new agreement with the vercadores to oxcueo them from 
finding trained ban^ or militia in consideration of fifteen thousand 
Xerapdiins a year bo a sufficient equivalent. And to state if this clanm 
docs not so alter the ancient constitution of the island as may turn to the 
Company's prejudice ; and whether in return for the Xs. 15,000 the 
vercadores think themselves absolutely discharged from assisting in (sisc 
of any invasion by an enemy.® 

Ecgarding commissions to militaiy officers the Court write on the 5th 
April 1715 : Having taken into considcratiou the metliod you arc to 
use in giving commissions to military officers, we hereby direct tluit 
all commisions to be hereafter given out to them, be granted by the 
Governor for the time being, and by his authority ; and that he only 
sign the same. Also where it lias been usual to put tlie Companj’'s 
seal iliercto, that the like method be stiU continued and tlie seal affixed 
accordingly. That the Governor have power singly to suspend any 
military officer for breach of orders or failure in his duty until the next 
Consultation day. But that no officer bo cutcrbiincd in om' service under 
yonr prcsidracy or cashiered and expelled from thence uithout the consent 
of the President and Council or the major part of them met in Consul- 
tation, the whole Council being duly sninmoncd,* 

Tlie question of military pay onco more comes to the front in 1732, 
when tlie Court dcscriho their own financial expedient of 1686 as a 
mean practice. In their letter of tlie 7lh Juno 3 732, the Court write : 
Wo arc informed the military and marine liave laboured under some 
liardships. You must necessarily he apprised tliat the agreement made 


> Court to r!omba>-21tb Mar. 1710 pwo 74. Comp, of BtimdiDg Ord. Vol. 1 of 
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with them here, is that the soldiei's should receive one pound one EhUling 
a month, rechoning twelve months to the year.* We direct that this 
be paid them in rupees at the eamc rate as our covenant servants receive 
their salary, and a stop be put to tliat moan practice of delivering out 
seventy-two pice for a silver rujice, ■when the poor soldiers must part 
witli seventy-sis or seventy-eight to purchase one, or which is the same 
in effect, the "value of one. Even though (as we hope is the ease) the 
difference he brought. to our account, yet wo cannot allow such a 
practice to be just. Besides rectifying this abuse, you must have a 
^vatchful ej'c over the officers and paymaster, and suffer thorn not to 
impose on tlie soldiers any hardships whatsoever. On the contrary 
they must give the soldiers all fitting encoumgement." 

On receipt of these ordere, on the 30th of March 1733, the Bombay 
Council direct that the land and marine paymasters pay the officers 
soldiers and sailors in the military and marine in silver or pice at the rote 
of eighty pice for one silver rupee. And, that there may bo no objection 
to this exchange, it is agreed that for the future eighty pice shall he 
received into the Company’s treasury, the custom house cash, the 
wai-ehouse, aud the genorol stores as a rniiee. Also that a publication 
be issued to this purpose that all iuliahitauts may ho apprised thereof to 
take place from the I st of April.® 

In October 1736 the question of barracks again comes under dieons- 
sion. On the 8th October 1736 tlie Bombay Council passed tlie 
following orders : Frequent representations haying b(»n made of the 
inconveniency of the foot barracks and guard rooms in the fort that 
they are not near largo enough for the number of Europeans wo have 
on shore in tlie time of the rains, and that the guard rooms particularly 
are very damp and not capable of sheltering tlie people from llic 
inclemency of the season which wo arc assured has occasioned the loss 
of some of tlicm, it is agi'eed that such repairs bo made as arc ncccsFaiy 
and such additions as ai'e absolutely wanted to accommodalo the soldicra. 
Tlie pajonaster is enjoined to see that the Honourable Company bo not 
put to any snperfinous charge therain.* 

The Bombay Diary of the 11th August 3737 records : Our Honour- 
able Mastere arc at great expense to supply ns with European soldiers, 
including the outlay on those who die before tbeir ariival here. Ei'cry 
man they send stands them in between £16 and £20.® 

To provide accommodation for ensigns the Bombay Diary of the 
17th February 1738 contaius the following orders ; Tlie apartments 
for the ensigns upon the cast curtain in tlie fort being vor3'- old and 
undermined by 'rats lately fell down. As there is a great want of 
accommodations for tlio said officers, it is agreed tliat the apartments be 
rebuilt in the most frugal manner possible,® 
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* The mistaken £1 3s. is corrected to£l Is. In Oonrt’s Loiter of ISth March 1733, 

BomYjay 7tli Juno 1732 para 39. Comp, of Sinnding Ord. Vol, 1 of 
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To prevent soldiera and mariners absenting themselves at night, 
Grovemment issued tlic following orders on the 2Cth May 173S ; 
TtTiereasit hath been found that the soldiers and mariners have fre- 
quently absented themselves in tlic night from tlie quarters vrhcrc 
they are ordered to lie, being encouraged tlioreto from the enter- 
tainment afforded them by tlie other inhabitants, which practice teni 
to the great ineonvenicncy of the public service as well as to prejudice 
the hesuth of the said soldiers and sailors. To remedy tlicso erils tlie . 
said President and Governor by and with the consent and advice of his 
Council doth hereby forbid any Blanddris or other inhabitants without 
the town gates to entertain any European soldier or sailor in their houses 
before nine of the dock in the forenoon or after seven in ilie evening on 
penalty of forfeiting five mpees for every offence. The said Bhanodris 
and other inhabitants are horoby positively forbid bujong any of the 
said soldiers' regimental or other clothing, or any of their arms accoutre- 
ments or ammunition on any pretence whatever on the like penally of five 
rupees on evay offence. That no person may plead ignorance hereof, 
the said President and Governor hath caused Bicsc presents to be pub- 
lished by the beat of drum and aSlxcdat Bie usual places. Givcahi 
Bombay Castle, the 26th day of May in the eleventh year of the rc%n 
of our sovereign Lord George II. King of Great Britain &c, a.d. 173B.‘ 
"When the Company’s covenanted civil military and marine servants 
wanted to remit money to England, the Government granted them b^s 
of exchange on tho Com*t of Directors. The military and marine 
fonnd that where they were ;raid at 2s. 6d. tlie rupee for their service 
they were allowed only 2s, 3d. the rupee when they wanted to remit 
money to England. In reply to a petition on subject, on the 
9th November 1738, the Bombay Council passed the following orders : 
Several of our military and marine officers have made complaints of 
tho hardships of paying them at 2s. and 6d. the mpcc and giving Uicm 
bills at 2e, and 3d. On recourse to the orders of omr Honourable Masterc 
relating to exchange, it is observed that they are pleased to permit all 
their servants to jiay in tlieir money at 2 b, and 5d. And as we presume 
our Honourable Mamors do not mean to lay tlieir servants in the military 
and marine under such hardship and thcieforo that in their last orders 
they include them as well as their covenant servants, it is agi’ced Uiat' 
we graut hills to all covenant, military, and marine servants at 2s. 
and 5d. At tho same time as wo arc not certain whctlier our Honourable 
Masters look upon the offiews of the Europe ships as owners or ns 
their servants we give these officers certificates for the number of mpees 
thej' may pay in, leavring .to our Honourable Masters to adjust the 
exchange until they give ns explicit orders,® 

Under the influence of the fear of the Marais, inspired by their 
successes against the Portuguese, at a Consultation of tho 16th April 
1739 the Board ordered that every gentleman and English inhabitant 
not -comprehended in military, maidne, or gunroom, be prorided with 
arms and accoutrements to have by bun in readiness on any call or 


' Sec. Ont. I/. B. 8 of 1738-1741, S. 

’ Bom. Got. Consnltation 9th Kov. 1738, Pub. Uiary 11 of 1737..98, 288-289. 
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occasion, and that the Btorekeeper be directed to famish them. Agreed 
likewise that the President recommend to the gentlemen their instructing 
themselves in tlie use and exercise of small arms, whieh may better 
enable them to be more serviceable in the defence of the place, should 
occasion require it.^ Certain of the Portuguese who sought shelter 
in Bomhaj' on the fall of Basseim had taken sei-vice as soldiers. At 
a Cousitation on the 27th July 1789 the President observed that 
Ihe Portuguese that are enrolled in our military are distinguished 
from all other Europeans by receiving less pay than they, altliough 
no reasons appear assigned for it. In consideration of the gallant 
bohaviom- of the soldiery at Bassein, the encouragement it will be to 
them to list in our service as occasion shall ofEer, as well likewise to 
ensure the fidelity of those already listed, the Board resolved that hence- 
forward the pay of a European Portngnese in our military he equal 
to that of all the rest of the Europeans in our service, the same being 
actually observed at present in the marine. The Board add : It ma,y be 
here remarked that the Europeans procured in these parts are impressed 
uathout the cost which those sent out from England stand our Honour- 
able Masters in, and are generally found to be more sober and service- 
able. At the same Consultation (27th July 1739), in consequence of 
the Mardtha successes, ihe President remarks to the Board that our 
present circumstanees and inseeuritj* render it very necessary to'consult 
the best means of strengthening our military at the least expense to 
our Honourable Masters. That therefore on enquiry, finding onr num- 
ber of topasses greatly decreased and most of in our pay disabled 
or almost passed service through age or infirmities, he proposed recruit- 
ing them by inviting snob a nunrber of freshmen as could be got to 
take our pay, and, whenever there should be a sufficient number of 
tlie new topasses, to disband in proportion om' Gentu sepo3's, who, on 
account of their caste being the same as that of the Mardthds and for 
manj’ other reasons, are not so much to be depended upon in case of an 
inTOsion, or indeed so serviceable and expert at firearms as the topasses. 
Tliat, at a time when all necessaries of Kfe are raised so much in their 
price, apprehending the smallness of our pay to be an obstacle to our 
getting men fit for service and duty, some encouragement ought to he 
thought of to remove this obstacle. To secure this object it seems an 
absolute necessity either to raise tire pay, which is to entail a perpetual 
increased expense on the Honourable Company, or to find out some 
other means or expedient as by famishing topasses with rice at an 
under rate. This may make theur support the easier, and in cheap times 
become without consequence or easily dropped as occasions ofBer. The 
same therefore is recommended to the matoe deliberation of the Board, 
in order that the most effectual measures may be taken, both for the 
licnefit of the serince and for the ease of expense to our Honourable 
blasters, as far as consistently can be. This matter being of so great 
consequence, it is agreed. that we take farther time to consider thereof 
come to a determination.® 
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the number o£ good topassos is not to be lost, tboy being a body of men 
to be depended upon in point of fidelity and disciplme, joined witb a 
body of your Europeans whieb are now but few in number, and the 
climate not agreeing with a European constitution so well as wc could 
wisE. Further ’ the badness and scarcity of flesh provisions, which is 
chiefly tlieir food, are not to he remedied, whilst the country in onr neigh- 
bourhood remains under the Gentn government. Also out of the 
small number of Europeans yon have got in garrison, too many of them 
from their first arrival were justly to he objected against, being not fit 
for this or any other seiwice. We could wish it were recommended 
j'our Honour that the persons emidoyed by tbc Company in mising 
their recruits for this settlement, might he obliged to provide strong 
and healthy men. But we are glad to give it your Honour as our 
opinion that the _ recruits come now on the Satstiitgjield seem to us 
to he good men. Of your sepoys, the other branch of the force of this 
ganifaon which the necessity of yonr affairs obliged yon to entertain 
until yon could 'increase your number of Europeans imd topassos, wo 
are umvilling to express any suspicion as they Imvc not hitherto 
been (ierfctfAsf la iraat a£ Melity €3 the eerviee. j^t the same time 
as it is a practice of those eastern nations to corrupt the subjects and 
servants of those poAvers they want to overcome, and, os the sepoys in 
your serAuce Avere formerly subjects and have their relations and arc 
intermarried Avith the inhabitants of this neighlxmrhood, added to their 
lieing of the same religion, complete confidence is not possible. Also 
Avlien as at present your neighbouring powers have oeeasion for men, 
they give more pay than you do, which will of course draw }’our best 
men to their serAdee. As they will never be brought to act in a body 
AAuth Europeans and topasses, though a small number of them will 
alAvays be necessary in the service, we could wish their numbers were less, 
and the number of good Europeans and topasses increased. Those men 
tliat are incapable from their long sei-vices and other infirmities may be 
ofcherAA’ise provided for as the number on the rolls is seemingly great, 
but in reality it is dccemng the service.^ 

At a Consultation of the 2 Sth September 1 739 , offer considering the 
aliovo report, it is remarked that, in case of any sadden alarm, as tlie 
topasses ■when off g^iard live out of the toAvn gates, in the oarts, and 
some as far out of toAvu as Mdhim and Parel, it would bo impossible 
to call a body of tliem together upon any such emergency. That 
therefore in our present situation, whore wn arc SAirroAmdcd by treaclier- 
ons neighboura, who are notorious for watching all 000.181005 of sm-prisc, 
it is consequently'reqnisitc to keep a constant guard. It would bo highly 
conducive to the safety of the toAvn if a sufficient number of topassos 
had Iwbitations within the town walls so as to he ready at any sudden 
■vvarning to^ repair to their quairtcrs. Against this change one material 
objection is the slenderness of their pay -which is evidently insufficient 
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io Ihcit nmiutcuancc and which they arc ohligcd to maho up by liUle 
emiJoVB as labourers iu the oarts ; so that it would 1)C a great Iinid'-liip 
to ohttgo them to live iritliiu tlie walls. Por remedy to this tlie Presi. 
dent proposes tliat every able topass now on the rolls or hcnccCorward 
to bo enlisted, that n-ill enga^ to serve tlie term o£ five years, shall 
receive Its. 5 a montli, whiclv it is to be hoped will not only remove the 
aforesaid objection but cncoumgc good nud able men to list in onr 
service, who arc now kept from it by the smallness of the pay. Tlie 
Board, Mr. Stoncstrcct dissenting, agrees with the reportin holding the 
smallness of pay to Iw the chief rc.'xson that on a review of tho«e men, 
BO few will he found reall}' scrvice.able or capnblo of doing military 
dutj'. Considering next of the provision to be made for such as arc 
invalids and incap.able of doing military duly, and for that reason 
proper to be struck oft the list of eftcctivc men, it is imanimou-sly agreed 
that the following regulations he in force and take place at such time 
ns tlie President skall judge convenient; All lop.as=cs iiiralids or 
incapable, who arc private men, not luving served seven yrsirs are to 
1x5 struck oft the roll, .and one monthV pay as gratuity is to 1x5 advanced 
them on tlioir said dismission. Such ns are qualified by seven years’ 
sornco or uiiwards and arc dls.ablcd, invalids, or otiicrwlse incapable, 
are to have pensions during their life at the rate of Its. 3 a montlu 
'Hioso that arc under such intsipacltj' and have served twenty-five j’cars 
or upwards are to Im pensioned at Its. 4 a month during life. A black 
topass soijcant past duty is to bo allowed Its. n and a corporal Its. 4 
also during life. All ithcso pensioners are nevertheless, on such occa- 
sions as their service may lie wanted, to 1x5 employed according to tlicir 
respective abilities at the discrcUou and under the orders of the proper 
officers.^ 

At a Consultation on the 3id Hkfarch 1T40, the President observes 
to the Bo.aT(l that w’hen any of our milit.arj', wbctlicr soldiers sepoys 
or subalterns, cspcci5ll3' those married or in debt here to their captains 
whence stopp-ago of any part of their pay hero ensues, arc sent on 
command to 6ulK5rdinatc factoric.s, Bticli stoppages here breed a gical 
confusion, the Honourable Compauj’ often suffering onr jayments 
here, as in cases of death or desertion. To prevent this lie proposes 
that hencefoTwatd such detachments slisdl, if possible, consist only of 
single persons, or, where such debts or engagmonts make stoppage.s 
necessary, tlat the Chief at the place thej* arc sent to, see that proiwr 
satisfaction bo mado at the request of the parties concerned, or as the 
case requires ; so tlat tho land pajmaster’s books here bo not clafged 
any longer with acoonnts of jarsons that are on other establishments. 
In this opinion tho Board concurring, tho same is laid down as a stand- 
ing rule of practice in future, of wliich the President will adrise the 
Captain Commandant, and the land paymaster is now directed to take 
duo notice of this regulation.” 


> Bom. Gov. Consnliatlon 2StU Sept. 17.19, rnl). Diary 12 of 1738-<I9, 378-3S0. 
*Bowi. Gov. Consultation 3ril Marrli 1740, Pub. Diary 13 of 1789-40, 111. 
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On the 9th Slay 1740 tho President axjquaints the Board tliat by a 
report laid before him he is informed that the barracks in which our 
military is quartered at Sion, are so damp and unwholesome that the 
people there fall sick very fast. At the same time as there is no hospital 
in case of sickness they arc obliged to be brought down to Bombay 
when their- condition is at times too bad to admit safely of such a 
removal. That thereupon the engineer being consulted, gave assurance 
of building a reasonably commodious lodgment or cazern for about one 
thousand rupees, and a place to serve for a hospital for five hundred. 
On consideration of this matter it is agreed tliat these buildings be set 
about out of hand.^ 

Embezzlements of shot and other stores from tlie fortifications led 
to the issue of the following orders by the Boai'd on the lOlh October 
1740; The Pi-esident moves for restraining -the present pernicious 
license given to the inhabitants of dealing in the several ammunitions 
of war. He remarks that the gunner often coinplains of embezzle- 
ments of shot and other stores from the fortifications, and sinco 
dealing in arms is allowed, it is put out of his power to detect those 
who by their purchases encourage such thefts. The President there- 
fore proposes the issuing a publication prohibiting the buying of 
articles of ammunition ; that those now possessed of any, deliver within 
twenty days a true and exact list thereof, which are to be valued and 
paid for on account of our Honoirrahle Masters. To this the Board 
agree.® 

At a Consultation of the 27tli October 1740 the Board issue the f ollow- 
ing orders : It is remarked that the soldiers and sailors who through 
their own follies contract the venoroal distemper have not hitherto paid 
anything for their care ; and the fixing a certain sum to be deducted 
out of their pay will probably discourage them from a repetition of the 
vice. It is therefore ordered that each common soldier pay to tlio 
Doctor Ks. 6, serjeants and corporals an increase proportionable to tbeir 
addition of pay, and every m,arincr a month’s pay for bis attendance. 
And to the oml that the persons may be satisfied of their Doctor, as 
well as to excite an emulation in point of care, it is to be left to. the 
patient’s option whom to apply to, and the gratuity above specified is to 
be paid to him so employed.* 

I Tlie Bombay Diary of the 13th January 174*1 has the following entrj' : 
V The President acquaints the Board that our Honourable Mastera-so 
repeatedly expressing tbeir uneasiness under the great charges of this 
' island, had caused in him the strictest attention to lesson every branch 
thereof when it could with any tolerable prudence be attempted ; tliat 
aceor^ngly as we have not at present any .advice of the Mardthds' 
intentions against us that they liave any considerable bodies of men 
in our neighbourhood, ho had, on bis proceeding a few days past to 
• ™nster at the out-forts in company with the land p.aymaster, observed 
that keeping so many Europeans in garrison at Sion, was attended 
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* Consultation 0th May 1740, Pol), Diary 13 of 1739 40, 108. 

Consultation lOth Oct. 1740, Pub. Diary 13 of 1739.40, 357..'»8. 
Bom, Gov. Consultation 27tli Oot. 1740, Pub. Diary 13 of 1739-40, 373. 
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with a very great expense ns Iheir allownnec of promons nmonnte 
lo ns much ns llieir pay. A pfmra of batty is also given montlilv t 
631 men of the militia doing duty nnd p.ay to a doctor with diet ant 
servants alono amounts to Rs. 708 a year. On consulting the offieen 
they were of opinion the topnsses might ho Enflicient in the present 
conjunctures .and the Europeans with the doctor recalled ; that indeed 
it would ho requisite to coutimio a few of the militia for the several 
sm.aU batteries on tlie banks of the river but the number maybe redni^ 
to 144/. These several items with two large boats witlidrau-n from 
tlic river will as b}' an estimate cause n reduction of Rs. 14,364'l-]0 
a year. On the other hand it is to 1« remembered that our seenrity rrill 
depend on our haring the best and carlic'.t intelligence of theMardlhils’ 
movements which must be carefully sought after nnd some expense un- 
avoidably incurred. Yet as wo believe on the whole a real saving will 
arise, \va hope our ITonourablc Masters will approve of this step and 
be in some mcasim: convinced no endeavours arc wanting or opportunity 
slipped for bringing .about what by them is so frequently enjoined.* 


' Soiu. Oor. Con^ttntion 13th Jnn. 1741, Piih, Diary 11 of 1740-41, 14-15, 31-32. 
Tho following statements show dchMls of the estimated B.aring ; 
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On the 15tli January 174 j 1 the land payrnaster malces the folloTving 
report on the state o£ the harracks ; The Captain Comniandant having 
represented to me the ruinous condition o£ the foot barracks and the 
nteolute necessity for giving tliem a thorough repair before the rains, 
induced me to direct tbc engineer "witli the assistance of our head 
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The tollorang is nn estimate of tlie monthly expense of provisions nlloived to Party I. 
incinding SQ Kurppeans, 1 tindal, 18 lascars, 1 topass, and it drummers and also hatty 
aUovrcd 7 companies of militia qms. K31 men doing duty at Sion and Other outpo«ts in 
Koremher last. Likewise showing the present monthly expense of provisions to Party 
n. including 11 Europeans 12 lascars and 3 drummers together with nn allowance of 
hatty to 144 militia the number to which the aforementioned n-oro reduced this day npd 
also the amount of what the Company will monthly save hy this reduction. 

Cost <tf Out-poiU, 


Froi kIobs, 
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cju-ponlers and bricldaj'crs to survey the biirmck and to report its 
immediate state tlmt, i£ necessary, proper measures might be taken to 
render it eeeurc and safe for the military. After mnlang this survey 
tlio Engineer reports: About thirty-six j'cars ago the foot barracks 
were bimt nuth walls of ehunam and stone not above one foot ten inches 
thick. As the walls were not thought of subotanco sulllcicnt to !».« 
upper rooms, it was Jndged convenient to cover the whole with a 
terrace which on cx.amination was found to Ixj about twelve inches thick 
and in the midst a pavement of stone. Tliat finding a few years after 
that tlic terrace liccame exceedingly leaky and rendered the larrackvery 
wet and prejudicial to the lieallh of the iwoplc, it was judged cxpcdicaf 
that without taking up the tcrmcc and ji.Tvcmcnt a inof sliorild be raised 
o\or them. This roof was nccordingly made but of such bad materials 
that it is now ready to fall in, the raftci’s Ixiing entirely rotten and 
decayed, the greatest jiavt of the ridge timljcrs-broke, and the laain 
beams cracked through in several places. For some years back tliis upper 
roof has been supported hy a few stanchions fixed in tlio common 
barrack that very much incommoded the people and likcuuso were liable 
to bo tlirown domi, thus making the whole in- danger of tilling in by 
the excefsivc weight of the terrace, pavement, and roof, the nulls Wng 
not of substance sniUcient to support so grciit a Avcight. The engineer 
therefore esteemed it highly expedient that without loss of time the 
terrace should ho taken off as well as the roof and that new beams 
should he fixed and an entirely new roof erected of the best materials 
in the most substantial manner. According to a calcnlate delivered me, 
and which 18 herewith presented, the cx 2 >cn 6 c of this now roof amounts to 
Ks. 401-J,tliough, should your Honour approve thereof, the utmost care 
shall be taken to bring the expense into a narrower cemjxiss. 

I must further hog leave to represent to your Honour that, throngh 
the leakiness of tlio terrace, tlic sail room and ap.artmDhts in the mardne 
yard arc in a mauuer uninhabitable. Not only so, bnt in time the liak 
must pttjjudicc and rot the beams ..and joices whidi arc not of thickness 
enough to support so great a weight. Besides this tlio Comiiany arc at 
an annual expense of between Rs. 200 and 300 to cover tlio whole with 
cajdnfi or palm thatch, which I jircsumc is exceedingly dangerous as the 
lialm loaves are so apt to take tire and arc by no means n 2 >roper roof, 
especially so near our vessels when in the dock, as, should sucli a niisfor- 
tune liappcn, tlio whole would he in the utmost danger of being consmncd. 
To prevent so fatal an accident and that tho above room and lodgings 
may be made secure aud dry and also that iiropcr conveniences may 
made for tho soils and other stores belonging to the marine, it is proposed 
tliat the aforementioned terrnco he taken off and tliat -ttc walls wliich 
are thick enough be raised 7^ feet higher for making the said store 
rooms and conveniences and that a tiled roof bo erected over tlie whole 
of the best materials whereby tho same will not only last many years 
without being subject to any heavy annual expense -but likewise be 
preserved from fire. The estimate I have caused to bo made of tho 
expense that Avill attend these alterations amounts to Rs. .5005. I 
further tliiuk it my duty to acquaint your Honour tliat some pai-t of 
the mint has hitherto been annnally cajaned. This I apprehend to be 
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exceedingly improper, considering the numbeVof fires continnaUy alight, 
as well as the essay (assay) room adjoining thereto and likewise being 
60 near the fort and foot barrach tliat any accident by fire would be 
attended witli melancholy consequences. And as making a small roof 
and covering it Avith tiles will not cost a large sum and will save an 
annual charge and likewise the whole will be rendered more secure, I 
take the liberty to recommend tlie doing it to your Honour. At the 
BBTYiA time I am fearful the number of works akeady in hand will not 
admit of its being done this season.^ 

At a Consultation of tlie 30th January 1741 the following orders 
were passed on the Paymaster's report: The Board proceeding to 
consider the condition of the barracks so amply stated by the paymaster 
and the President acquainting them that he had in person lately viewed 
the building and consulted such as were reckoned the most competent 
judges, they esteemed them greatly ruinated as set forth in the letter now 
before the Board. It.is therefore agreed that tlie defects be remedied 
according to the proposal of our engineer and that the paymaster see to 
the performance ^vith tlie best and most substantial materials avoiding 
at the same time any superfluous charge. Tliat with regard to the 
sail room and apartments in the marine yard, it is certain that con- 
tinuing tliem in their present condition renders it greatly hurtful to 
tlio healtli of the people who inhabit there as well as destructive of the 
vessels’ sails by tlie damp rotting them during the rainy season and the 
beams and joices not being esteemed sufficient to support their present 
load of terrace, the whole may -be reckoned of little duration or service. 
Tliat tlic method hitherto pursued to make them in any tolerable degree 
dry and useful by covering them witli cajans puts our Honourable 
blasters to a constant annual expense and is at the same time attended 
witli the greatest hazard from fire, which, should it ever liappen at a 
time when onr vessels are on shore, even the whole of them may be 
destroyed, a consequence tlie most dreadful to this island. It is resolved 
tliat provided the walls shall on a .strict survey be found of sufficient 
substance to be raised tlie height of feet more, to the end of making 
convenient lodgments for the several stores belonging to the marine, 
tliat the same be set about j but if on the contrary it shall be thought 
anyways detrimental or weakening to the fabric, that then only tho 
terrace be taken off and a tile-roof erected.® 

In answer to an application from the Chief and Factors of Surat for 
a supply of soldiers and other military men, the Board passed tlic 
following resolution on the 9th November 1741 : Considering tho 
request of tho Surat Chief and Factors to be supplied with a serjeant, 
corporal, and 20 ' Europeans for defending tlioir factory against any 
insults the (bloglial) goyerament may throw in tiieir way, wo find that 
of 529 men left to garrison this place only 60 are Europeans ; and 
from these the galivats are yet to be manned. For tliis reason it is 
thought imprudent to gratify Surat in this particular. Besides the 
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‘ Land P-iymnstcr to Government l,jth Jan. 1741, P. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 54-56. 
= Bom. Gov. Consultation 30th Jan. 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 46-47. 
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Board does not conceive that tlie osslstance asked would bo ot any real 
service, as it is presumed none will dare to rob or plunder us. Should 
it prove otherwise, wo can always obtain reparation by mctliods that 
liavo heen found succcssfnlin parallel ui-se-s. Tlie Chief and Factors must 
bo admonished to pursue such a ncutml part as will give neither side 
(siuse of offence j for that seems the most likely policy to carry them 
clear of trouble.* 

In August 1742 some topasses offered themselves for enlistment at 
Rs. 5 a month and promised to live within the walls. Witli reference 
to the former (1739) discussion, the Land Pajunaster desired to know 
if any should he now entertained. The Bomlia}' Diary of the 3rd 
August 174‘2 has the following entry: Tlie Land Paymaster desires 
the Board will determine whether he may enlist any more topasses at 
the mte of Rs. 5 a month, as some have lately offered themselves. On 
this the President takes occasion to declare it is his real and firm senti- 
ments the topasses ought to bo cncoumgcd to live and keep their 
families within the Avails though at the additional allowance of Rs. 5. 
By that means thoj' Avill alwaj's be ready for the defence of the toAra, 
and the presence of their famiUcs witt ho a anro pledge for their fidelity. 
Tlie President reminds tlic Board that during the reduction of the 
Portuguese territories the wLa'cs and children of the garrison AA'crc not 
timely brought into ;^ssem. The MardtliSs possessing themselves of 
tlio AviA'CS and children and threatening to cut iliem off even under 
tlie walls soon induced the men to surrender. The same, ho adds, may. 
happen to this place if the Avivesand children of the garrison are suffered 
to remain Avithout. Indeed many of the topasses Ha'o at so great a 
distance €mt it would be difficult on any sudden attack to compose a 
body of them. Tlie members apprehending our Ilononmblc Jfasters' 
orders too conclush-e to admit of any more' topasses being enlisted at 
tliat rate, the pajunaster is ordered to enlist only such as null take 
Rs. 4 a month. Tlioso already enlisted maj’’ bo continued at tlie rate of 
Rs. 5, but as auj’’ die or IcaA'c tlie BerAdcc, tlic pay must be reduced to 
those reemitod in their room.® 

To ascertain wliat rednetions could he made in the military diarges 
a statement of the whole force was laid before the Board at a Consul- 
tation on the 13tli August 1742. After discussion tlic following orders 
were passed ; A state of the militarj' force both soldiers and scpoj’s 
showing their distributiou on guard at the bca'CiuI posts, detachments 
on board the A-essels, and other services, is now laid upon the table 
and pemsed. On this the Bo.Ard are of opinion that, proAuded any 
reduction be made, it had better he among the sepoys, as we can tlie 
rather depend upon the fidelity of the Christian soldiers than upon 
sepoys. Further though the number of the Cliristians appears to he 829 
men, yet, as 285 of them are actually employed on the fortification 
Avorbs, it would answer no end at present to discharge them. Therefore 
the Board resolve to let the aa'IioIc remain as they now stand till 
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3rr. Wake is upon the spot when this matter will be fully considered 
and determined upon.^ 


'‘Born. Gov. Consoltation 13ih Aug. 1742, Fab. Diary 15 o£ 1741-42, 374, 879-382. 
Details ebovring tbe disti'ibution of tbo militaty force are: 
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On the 9lh Maj' 174?., tlic Prc«ilent acquaints Uic Board that upon 
aiewng the posts at Sion on Saturday hist, a paper was delivered him 
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signed by ncav 200 o£ the military topasscs on duty there, insisting on 
certain Kberties which never were or can be allowed in any garrison. 


Chapter T* 
Military- 


^arr&oii Sepoys at Sonibay and Oui-ptatB^ 1749 — continued. 
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KeviEion, 

1743. 


Among tliese liberties were leaving tlieir guard and going to thdiron'n 
liouses to eat, license to go over the river and to attend church when they 
pleased. Otherwise they demanded their discharge and persisted not- 
withstanding all arguments to riiow them how uni-easonahle were their 
demands. The President ordered the captain commandant with a proper 
detachment to relieve the several posts, and by a letter received tliis 
morning from the commandant and now read, it appears the topasses 
continue in the same refractory and obstinate disposition. The topasses 
now thus mutinous and disorderly are such as fled hither from Salsettc 
after the Mar&thtfs took possession of that island and to the number of 
172 were taken into the service and formed into four companies at 
Bs. 842-0-66 a pionth. At that time there were apprehensions of the 
MarUthds molesting this island. Bnt at present there are no reasons 
to suspect the Mac^thas have any such ill desigfus. Even if the 
Marathas have, and these people are discharged, they can be of no more 
service to the Mardth&s than sepoys without European oGBcevs to disci- 
pline tlicm, and of sepoys’withont European offlcersthcMardtiidscanhavc 
las many thousands as they please. It is further obsei-ved that if these 
topasses are auywa}’s indulged iu their demands, it may bea badexample 
for others of the garrison to insist in the like manner. Therefore the 
President proposes to send o£ the island all of the Sion topasses who 
have behaved in this mutinous manner. As they must soon be starving 
this will make the others set a true value upon the service. Such pay .as 
they now have they can nowhere get or cam by their labour. To 
this proposal the whole Boaid agree, also that me pay due to the 
topasses for part of the current mon^ be stopped for the pajanent of 
the batty they Iiave been supplied witii.^ 

The Bombay Diary of the Ist July 1743 records: Amotion being 
made for settling the number to be employed in the military and that 
in future the I'espective companies shonld have a fixed number of men 
of all denominations allotted to each in which the otBcers' servants are to 
be included, the following scheme is proposed for the seven companies 
of Europeans and topasses : 

Ptvpoted Strength of European and Xbpaas Companies, 1743. 
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•The division of the sepoys into thirteen companies eanses more 
officers than are necessary to command so small a Ix^y of men. It is 
therefore proposed to rednee the number of sepoy companies to six with 
in each a total of 1 17 officers and sepoys at a monthly cost of about 
hs. 523, that is a total strength of 702 and a monthly cost of Bs. 3132.^ 

The above being taken into consideration itis observed that our nation 
is now in actual war and that if Prance declares war we may expect to 
be tronblcd on this coast. Besides as it is uncertain wliat measures onr 
neighbours the Marathds may think proper to pursue, it is the unani^ 
mous opinion of this Board that the number'of people specified in the 
preceding proposals are necessary at the present to- be kept up for tbe 
garrison but not to be exceeded. As sapplies are received from Dngland 
a proportionable nnmbot- of topasses may be discharged so as to render 
tlu3 several companies equal to the intended establishment. By this 
resolution the difference in yearly expense in July 1743 compared with 
what it was in November 1742 will boRs. 17,229.® 

Ordered tliat the land paymaster disclrargc the sepoys officers and 
oihers upon tbe rolls that are snpemnmerary to what are now allowed 
giving to eacli person discharged one month’s pay accordine to his 
rank.® ® 


^ In their letter of the 17th June 1748 the Court write : We have 
judged it highly proper to put om- military and* artillery at Bombay 
upon a new footing as by the establishment and regulations enclos^ 


*Tlic details of cadi company are : 

1 Sobbeddrat ... . 

2 Jambleddrs at Rs. 13 . 

5 Havdlddrs at JRs. 

5 Ndiks at Bs. 4-2-SO . 

1 Sabnis at ... . 

1 Trampeternt ... 

J Colonr-bearer at ... . 

1 Bhillddr or Halbcrd-bcarer at . 
100 Sepoys at Bs. 4 ... 


Bs, qr. res, 
... 20 0 0 
... ZD 0 0 
... 32 2 0 
... 22 3 0 
... 4 2 20 

... 4 0 0 

... 4 0 0 

... 4 0 0 

... 400 0 0 
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1 


Serv.ant to the Snbhedilr at Rs. 6 in tho first^‘’^paiV ® 
and at Its* 4 in each of the other five companies 6 0 0 


Total monthly charge Rs. 623 3 20 
» The details arc : “ ®®- ® 20 

Pay of the icgimcnt of IGGSmen November (17421 ... 11 040 

Ditto of 1493 men July 1743 ... 10'314 3 8G 


Monthly difiEerence ... 
. Yearly ditto 

NclemW 1743 ^ Sepoys, tho 30tU 

Pay to six companies as established July (1743) 


726 2 17 
8706 2 4 

3843 0 20 
3132 3 20 


Monthly dUEcrence 
Yearly ditto 


710 1 0 
8523 0 0 


difEerence for recent and companies 
*Bom. Gov. Consultatioa’ist July 1*743, Fab.Diwy IG of ’im” IK. iV 
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Captain William AtldnBon is entertained by us to be Captain Lieute- 
nant o£ the company o£ artillery and Director of the laboiatorj* at 
£100 a year to commence from the 3rd March last (1748) and Mr, Gtess- 
■well Maddox to be Lieutenant Jlre-worker o£ the cutillcry company at 
£75 a year to commence from the 27th March last. We have lent 
Captain Atkinson £50 and Lieutenant Maddox £40 upon their enclosed 
bonds to repay the same out of their growing salary. On the supen- 
rion of aims with France their Excellencies the Lords Eogent haring- 
given orders that any officers private mcn or others belonging to the 
company of artilleiy and the twelve independent companies of soldiers 
under the command of the Honourable Bear Admiral Boscawen a-ho 
are willing to enter into the Company's service may have leave to stay in 
the East Indies, wo embrace the opportunitj’- to fill up all our gartisems 
and -to complete our companies of artillery. You are therefore to tecd\c 
into our service at Bombay according to these directions so many of the 
officers who may offer ihmr service as you may have vacancies for on our 
new establishment andall the privatemenyou can who are in hcalthand fit 
for service, distributing soman^ of the non-commission officers and private 
men among the ten companies as -will make them complete, taking 
the first opportunities to send the others to Bengal and Port St. 
Da-vid in such proportions as (according to the best information yon 
liave) they may lie of most use, though wo judge the gi’cater number 
ought to remain at Bombay as it is not so convenient for us to send 
rccriuts thither. On the good chainctor wo liave had of Major Good- 
3 'orc, we offer him the post of Major at Bombay on the same condi- 
tions as those on which we have engaged Major Mosmau for Bengal. 
You are forth-with to acquaint Major Goody ere with this onv offer, and, 
in case he accepts of it, you are to let him know the establisluncnt of 
tlie military and arfciliory at Bombay together witli tiie rogulationB for 
each and are to give him copies of -them for his government. In cose 
you engage any of the commission officers to stay at Bombay, the 
Governor witli Major Goodyere are to take care they bo men of good 
diameter, brave, prudent, and sober. As it is expected Admiral Bos- 
cawen will have had some opportunitios of trying the merit of every 
one under his command, wc hope he will be so good as to give j’ou his 
opinion of such as may offer tlicmselves -n-hich wo know may be relied 
uiron. As ttc conduct of the officers in action is seldom concealed it 
■will bo no difficult thing to be informed of those who liavcbdiavcdwell 
or ill. For an encouragement to the non-commission officers and private 
men to enter into onr service we allow you to give them a tennty not 
exceeding Rs. 40 to each man. In cases where any one enters on Ids being 
prompted to the rank of serjeant or corporal, not having seiTcd in -that 
rank before, we expect such person to enter without any other bounty 
■Uian that of his promolaon. As to the commission and non-commission 
officers to fill up tlie company of artillery, aft<jr duo rcgai-d being had 
to tliose belonging to the gun-room who may be equally fit accOTtling 
to our regulations to sen'c as officers in the company of artillery yon 
arc to choose them out of sudi of tiiose bclonj^ng* to Ilis Majesty^s 
compjiny ofartillerj'asmay offer tlidr service. TTc rely on Admiml 
Boscavven's opinion of their comluel and lidiaviour under liim and on 
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Maior Goodyere^s judgment as to the posts each man may be fit for. 
And as many of that company may offer themselves for commission or 
non-commission officers in the artillery irhom you cannot make room 
for at Bombay, we leave it to the Governor and Major Goodyere to 
engage them ‘for sudi posts as they may judge them fit for and direct 
that they distribute the officers so engaged for the artillery as maj-- bo 
judged most beneficial to the service, taking care to make a reserve for 
the officers sent from hence, namely William Atkinson to be Captain- 
Lieutenant and Director of the laboratory and Cresswell Maddox to be 
first Lieutenant at Bombay and Lawrence Witherington to be Captain- 
Lieutenant and Director of tlie laboratory and Henry Learner to bo first 
Serjeant at Port St. David or Bengal, making also a reserve according 
to the best of tlieir judgment for such belonging to the gun-rooms at 
Bengal or Fort St. Da^^d as may according to our regulations be 
equally fit to serve as officers of the artillery. As to tlie matrossep or 
others belonging to His Majesty’s company of artillery who enter into 
our service without immediate promotion yon are to give them a 
bounty in like manner as we have ordered for those of the independent 
companies. All who enter onr service are to engage for five years certain, 
except Major Goodyere who having His Grace the Duke of Montague’s 
leave to stay some time in India to assist in putting the Companjr’s 
ordnance affairs into order witliout prejudice to his rank in tlio royal 
regiment of artillery, we do not insist on his engaging for anj-- fixed time, 
so that he may have it in his option to make ti-im of our service before 
ho resolve to quit His Majesty’s. If Major Goodyere dotermino to stay 
on either footing his pay, together n-itli all his other alloivanccs, arc to 
commence from the time he sliall declare his resolution to stay in India 
and continue till the time of his embarking to return for Europe. Wo 
arc putting our garrisons at Fort St. David and Bengal on tlie same 
establishment as we now put Bombay and have ordered seven companies 
to be established at Fort St. TDavid and five at Bengal, besides a 
company of artillery at each place. If therefore more officers of charac- 
ter as above belonging to His Majesty's troops offer their service than 
yon have vacancies for, the Governor witii Major Goodyere (if ho 
declare his intention to stay in India) may engage snch a number as 
according to tlie best information they can get will be wanting for each 
pbee to complete the said companies ; and such officers arc to he sent 
to their respective places with the other military by the first good 
opportunity. But great care is to be taken that none be engaged as 
officers who having misbeliaved in His Majesty’s service, are of charac- 
ters unfit for ours. Major Goodyere is to have a salary of £250 a j'ear 
with allowance's for diet palanquin and servants equal to one of our 
Council in which he is to rank as third and constantly remain as such. He 
is to have the command of a company besides the command of the 
company of artillery j but he is not to he embarrassed with any other of 
onr affairs but the care of the military.^ 
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As an accompaniment of the above letter the Bombay Govemmaif 
received the following Artillery Regulations ; Regulations for the fom 
ing disciplining and governing a company of artillery at Bombay and 
for the better managing and keeping in good order the ordnance small ' 
arms and military stores, tools, utensils, and other habiliments of war 
As it is intended to abolish the offices of gunners, gunners’ mates" 
quarter, gunners, and gun-room crew, and in lieu of them to substitate 
a le^lar company of artillery for the better defence of oar settlements 
in time of danger, and for the training up a regular and diiempliT ip^ 
corps for the ordnance seiwice ; for the more easy at taining end 
we do hereby ’order tliat the following regnlations be- strict followed 
and observed : 

1. That tho eaid company of artillery do consist of one second captain, one- 
captain-lieutenant and director of the laboratory, one first lieutenant fiie- 
worker, ono second lieutenant fireworker, one ensign fireworker, four eet^eant 
bombardiers, fdur corporal bombardiers, two drummers, and one hondreil 
gunners. 

2. That the formation of the company of artillery shall be set aboutaa soon as 
can be after the receipt of this, but as we hope to engage Marar John Geodyere, 
now chief officer of the Train under the Honourable Admiral Boscawen, to reside- 
abroad in our serrice on the same conditions and in the same rank we hare 
engaged Majors Mosman and Lawrence, and as we intend him to cornmnd 
the militaiy at Bombay according to the Military Be^ulations newly made, the 
formation of the company of artmeiy is to be suspended till the arrival of the 
said Major Goodyere, and in the meantime the officers Atlrineon and Maddox 
are to be employed in training, teaching, and disoipHning such as may, by the 
Governor and the first of these officers, be thought fit men according to these 
regnlations for the ordnance service. But on the arrival of Major Goodyere, 
be, with the approbation of the Governor, shall direct the fomietinn of the 
company of artillery in the manner most suitable to the service. And in cese 
Major Goodyere should not 'accept of the proposal made to him by us, or should 
not arrive at Bombay in the next season after his acceptance of our propomb, 
the Governor is to appoint the next capable military officer who sb.all be in onr 
service, at the time it is known that Major Goodyere either refoses to come 
into our service or that the time for his arrival at Bombay is elapsed, to form 
the said ootapany c4 artiRery with his npproVwtioin nccoruing to these ■tegvAe-' 
tions, and to act as Captain thereof na well as Commander of all the otlier 
military companies, till the arrival of Major Goodyere, or till the Court of 
directors order otherwise. 

3. The officers and others already enraged for the service of the artillery are 
to be placed immediately in the several ranks they are engaged for, in which 
they are to continue till promoted, unless by committing any crime or offence 
they shall be broken by the judgment of a Court Martial or dismissed by order 
of the Court of Directors. 

4. That such of those belonging to the gun-room as have behaved well and can 
give proof of their being xwoperly qualified to serve in the artillery be admitted 
into this company in such rank as on trial the Governor, Major, or next officer 
of the artillery may judge them fit for. 

B. In case any of the officers or others belonging to the company of artillery 
in Wia Majos^’s service under the command ot AdmiralBoseawen should obtain 
leave to stay in the Bast Indies in order to enter into the service of the Company, 
they shall lie admitted into such vacant employments as the Governor and Abjor 
may judge them qualified for. But as it is intended the second capUin is to 
bo an ouMeet, no one is to be admitted into that rank who hath not a com- 
netent knowledge and .experience in that profession.^ It is therefore intended 

to keep that post open till a person so qualified, is named by the Court of 
Directors.'; 
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6. In order to completo the company of artillery as soon as possible, a sufficient 
number of young healthy ablebodied and most sober men from among the sol> 
diers or others belonging to the other companies are to bo taught the exercise of 
the artillery, among whom it is recommended to have as many as possible ivho 
hare been bred to the occupation of smiths carpenters or some other trado or 
business which may be of use in the service of the artillery, as also such ns can 
read and write and seem to have the best capacity to learn the several parts of 
duty pi'oper for the ordnance service. And as soon as they shall have made n 
sufficient progress in the artillery exercise they shall be discharged from tho 
companies they belong to and catered into the company of artillery and pro- 
moted in it according to their merit. And that there may be always a supply 
of men proper to recruit the company of artillery, tho Major is to toko caro 
that a sumcient number of men os much os possible quidified ns above bo 
continually instructed in the artillery discipUae for that purpose, our intention 
being that the company of artillery be at all times complete, and in case any 
person admitted into the company of artillery misbehave so ns not to be fit to 
continue in it, he shall on the judgment of a Oonrt hlartial be obliged to servo 
the remainder of his time in the company he was taken from. 

f. So soon as the company of artillery consists of a sufficient number of officers 
and gunners to do the duty of the gunner and gun-room crew (which it is 
strongly recommended may be as soon as possible), the office of gunner and of 
all belonging to the gun-room are to be abolished. 


8. On abolishing the offices of gunner and others belonging to the gnn-room 
crew, the Governor is to order the Company’s storekeeper, or some other proper 
person among tho Covenanted servants, to act as military storekeeper to whom 
the gunner is to deliver up all the ordnance, ciirriages, arms, powdor, shot, 
slmlls, tools, instruments, and other stores and habiliments of war under his care, 
which the militory storekeeper is to receive and take into his charge, .and to 
make an exact inventory of the same, distinguishing what part thoroof is in 
swvice and where in service from what remains in store. Tho Major and next 
officer of tho MtiUcry are to survey the whole and to make report of the con- 
drtion thereof, and his inventory and survey, signed by tho Major, tho next 
S blreMT&S storekeeper, are to bo laid forth- 


storekeeper is likewise to take possession of the gnn-tooii 
f ^ magazines where the military stores have been usually kept, 
convenient part whereof is to be set apart for a laboratory of which possesslo 
IS to be delivered to the director of the laboratory for a place to piimn th 
as making and filling cartridges, fixi^ Shells o 
grapeshot, preparing fuzes, quick-match carcasses, fireballsrsignal rockets non 

'Mitil theV bo surveyed bv tb 

Sis • S'y "'■.vsi *" 
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stores issued by the atorokeenpr defects or damages* And a 
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the Company's vessels, expresaing their several natures, lengths, and ivoights 
vrith their dimensions at the base trunnions and mnzzle. The Major and nest 
oBicer of the artillery are to assist the storekeeper in a general survey of the 
ordnance in making the register nnd shall distinctly set down which of them 
nre employed in service and where, and which of them arc in store, and if any 
of them be found unserviceable, it must be particularly remarked against siicli 
pieces in the register. Copy of this register signed by the hlajor, thenext oBieer 
of the artillery, and the storekeeper, is to be kept by the €k>vornor, and another 
suoti copy by ‘the Major or ofiicor commanding the companies, a thinl by the 
next ofiicer of the artillery on the spot tinder tho Major, and a fourth to be sent 
home. At tho end of every year a new survey and register of the ordnance is to 
bo made and copies of it made out signed and distributed in like manner. 

12. Tho military storekeeper is to keep under bis care all tho small arms 
and other military weapons, as also all the ammunition, tools, and utensils 
necessary for the service of tho artillery or for tho small arms, all gun carriages, 
ingredients for making iiroworks, and in general everything necessary for tho 
service of war, except such parts thereof as it may be proper to be kept under 
tho care of the director of the laboratory, of whiuh ho is to deliver no jiart to 
any person whatsoever without an order of Council. On urgent occasions 'an 
order from the Qovernor or the hlajor or the olHcer then commanding the 
companies shall be a sufficient warrant to him. But he shall make report in 
writing of what stores he shall have delivered by virtue of such order to the 
Council the first time it is held, and the diroctor of tho laboratory is to act in 
like manner with relation to tlie stores under his care. 

13. The Btorekoeper shall keep a set of correct books by way of jonmnl and 
ledger, in which ever^ article under his care must have a separate head. Ho is 
to take care the cntriea fao fairly made and the books contimially posted that he 
may at all times he ready to show to the Governor and Conned the state of 
every or any article lie or they want to bo informed of. The storekeeper is like- 
wise to keep a book into which ho is to enter a copy of every order he shall 
receive for the delivering op receiving any stores under his care. _ He shall like- 
wisQ copy into tho same book all letters he shall write or receive relating to. 
them, as also all contracts made for til 0 furnishing of artillery, arm^ and mill-' 
tary stores together with all surveys and indents. 

14. The storekeeper shall at the end of every year mako up a mncral rest 
or balance of .all railibiry appurtemmees under bis charge in which he is parti- 
cularly to explain tho state of every article, how employed, nnd what, remains 
in store. The whole is at tho same time to be snrvoyed in the presence of the 
Major or officer commanding tho companies and the next officer of the artillery 
who are to certify such survey, making the necessary remarks thereon, by dis- 
tinguishing what is fit for service from what is not, what can be repaired and 
made fit for service from what ought to be condemned os irreparable or nob 
worth the expense of rcx)airing,_that the latter may be sold or otherwise dis- 
posed of as tho Council may think fit to order. A like rest and siurvcy is to be 
made at all times on the death resignation or removal of the storekeeper th.at 
the former storekeeper or his estate may make good to the Company all defi- 
ciencies and that the new storekeeper may at liu first entering upon his office 
know what he is accountable for. 

16._ The storekeeper is to take 'care that oveiything under his charge bo 
kept in repair and m tho best manner to prevent dsmime or waste. When 
repairs ore wanting he is to give immediate notice thereor to tho Council that 
they may give proper i rdera tor them to he made ; nnd when there is n want of 
stores or other necessaries for the military, he is to mako timely application for 
them by indent to tbo Cfiancil, who if they think proper are to order tho same 
to he supplied if they consist of materials usually bought in tho country, 
or to transmit the said indents to Europe by the first convoyapee if they 
consist of articles usually supplied from thence. 

16. When any military stores are received or any expenses nre made in 
repairs or other ways by order of the Conncil under the direction of the military 
storekeeper, he shall hty an account certified by him of such stores bought or 
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such espouses made nionfclili’ or oftonor boforo tlio Council, wlio, approving of 
the same, are to 'give v'arrants to tho military piaymnstor for tuo payment 
thereof. 

17. Copies of all books kept by tlie military storekeepor .aro to bo sent homo 
' yearly in the Coiripa.ny’s packets. 

18. The director of the labor.atory is to have possession of proper places for 
Hropariiiff pre^ervinj^ and •ssafe-koeping of all noccBsarics proper for tho labom- 
tory, and to have an apartment as near it as may be convenient that he may 
have it the more under his inspection andcare. He is to bo nllowcd such assist- 
outs as may be necessaiy for the business of the laboratory, and is from time to 
time to give notice to tho Governor or Major of the number of assistants ho 
may want, who are to appoint them only from among the company of artillery, 
taking care that none but sober man bo chosen for that parposo. But tho 
director of tbelaboratory may name for his chief assistant on all occasions any 
one of the said company, not above the degree of serjeant, on whoso skill and 
care he can lely. . 

19. All such of the company of artillery as arc employed as assistants in the 
laboratory shall during the time of sueh employment bo esoused from other 
duty. 

20. The director of the laboratory is to order and regulate the laboratory, 
and all works wbicb shall he fitted up or prepared therein, and to sec them 
carried ou in the most skilful diligent and complete manner, and that there bo 
no waste or embezzlement in the Company’s stores and that none be made use 
of but for tho Company’s service. 

21. The director of the laboratory slnall, at the first taking possession of the 
places assigned for his use, make out an inventory of all stores, ammunition, 
tools, utensils, ingredionts or other necessaries, wliich lie is to sign and ac- 
knowledge the receipt of the same from the storekeeper on their being delivered 
to him. This inventory and receipt ho shall deliver to tho military storekeeper, 
who is to return a duplicate thereof signed by himself to the director of the 
laboratory, who shall enter the same in a register book kept for that and other 
purposes hereafter mentioned. 

22. The director of the laboratory is from time to time to iudont for such 
working tools, utensils, moulds and implements, ns also for sucli ingredients 
and materials os arc used and proper for making, preparing, compounding, and 
fitting of laboratory stores or military fireworks, whetber offensive or defensive 
or for sisals. This indent he is to deliver to tho Governor, Major, or oOiccr 
commanding tho companies who is to lay the same boforo the nest Council, who, 
if they tiiink proper, arc to order tho storekeeper to deliver the whole or part 
of the contents of tho said indent to the director of the laboratory taking bis 
receipt for tho same. But in cases of urgent necessity the order of the Gov- 
ernor or Major to the storekeeper for delivering what may be indented for by 
the duector of tlio laboratory', shall be sufficient, but the Bturckeeper is to 
make report thereof in writing to the Council at their nest sitting. 

t 23. The director of the laboratory is always to keep in readiness such nmmn- 
,, nition stores or fireworks as may bo wanting for the ordinary service of the 
garrimn and to conduct tho business of the laboratory in sucli manner and 
iritb such foresight as^ never to be unprepared at a short warning to furnish 
the garrison in time with all that may be necessary to defend the place in case 
of suddra attack or attempt to surprise it. Ho is to prove all shells to see they bo 
Bcrviceable before they bo filled, and if any of them prove unfit for sorvico they 
arc to be kept apart to serve to throw as dead shells at the csercise of the 
mortars, or to bo otherwise disposed of as the Con noil may order : but they aro 
on no account to bo made use of for livc-sbells in the Company's service, unless 
safe prineiiial officers of the artillery it be judged 

■Ihe laboratotyis to keep tliekcy of the laboratory and such 
V, other places as ^ybe allotted for him to keep safe the amtnnnition ingredients 
fireworks and stores under his charge. Ho is not to suffer any of them to be 
opened but with the greatest core to prevent accidents, and no work is to bo 
n TOOC— 14 
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done in tho Inhorntory bat nt duo hours and by daylight unless in cases of 
moat urgent necessity. And he or his assistant is to take care that every 6ay 
'when any work is done in tho laboratory heioro the door be shut, the shelves, 
'tables, cliairs, heiiehes, and floor be swept clean and mopt or swapped with 'water 
to prevent accident and that tho sweepings be thrown into water and carried 
out and laid nt n proper distance from tho buildings. 

26. 'When thcro is a groiatcr quantity of live shells, or other Greworks or 
ammunition, in tho custody of tho director of the laboratory than it may be 
convenient or safe to remain in tho places allotted for them, he is to apply to 
the Qorornor, Major, or ofiiccr commanding the coinp.'ihies that such jiart 
thereof ns cannot conveniently or safely bo kept by him, may ho delivered to 
the storokccncr, who is to receive and give his receipt for the same, Tho 

, director of the laboratory is to see that all ammunition fireworks and stores 
whether in bis own keeping or in that of the storekeeper, bo bestowed in the best 
manner in the niagaziucB, to prevent accidents, or their being spoiled by damp 
or otherwise. And it Bhall bo his duty fiom time to time to visit all the miti- 
taiy magazines, to see the 8torc.s arc prcscricd in tho best manner. In case he 
finds any neglect, or that anything is nccc.qsnryto be done to the magazines 
for tho better preservation of tho storc.<t, he is to give notice thereof in writing 
to the Oovernor, who is to lay the same forthwith before the Council that they 
may order the needful to lie done. 

2G. Ko 'foreigner ‘whether in our service or not (c.vccpt such as hath been 
admitted into it by tho Court of Directors) iior no Indian black or person ofs 
mixed breed, nor any Homan Catholic of what nation soever, shall on any pre- 
tence he admitted to set foot in the Inhomtory or any of tho military magazines 
either out of curiosity or to he employed in them, or to come near them so asto 
see what is doing or contained therein. Kor shall any such persons have a copy 
or sight of any accounts or papers rolatiug to any military stores whatsoever, 

27. Tlio director of tho lahomtoiy is to keep n rcgukir account in his register 
hook of tho receiving, delivering, and expending of ovorything under his care, and 
once in ovoiy three inontlis or oftoncr if ncccssaiy shall lay in writing before the 
Governor and Council, tho Major, or officer commanding tho companies, a state 
of tho stores under his cliargo with a demand of such materials, utensils, ingic- 
dionts and stores as may bo ncccss.aTy for carrying on the current sorvico of the 
following quarter. At tlio end of each year such an account sliall bo made for 
tho whole ye.ar, copy whorcof must bo sent home, os is directed above, With regard 
to tho military storokcopor and ns it may so iiappon that the director of the 
lahoratoiy may not understand book-keeping well enough to keep tlieso accounts 
in a clear and distinct manner, if no person proper for this purpose belongs to the 
comp.any of Artilloty, tho Governor is on application of tho director to appoint 
one fit for this puqioso from among the Coinp.my’B covenanted sen-ants to assist 
iiiin who is to 1 10 a sober discreet person, and one whoso sccreiy and fidelity can 
ho depended upon. 

29. That tho director of tho laboratory and his assistant sh,-!!! diligently care- 
fully and properly instnict in tho wholo art of making military fireworks for real 
use jn every broncli without concc.aliiig any part thereof all officers belonging to 
tho nrtilloiy and also sudi officers and c-adots belonging to the other companies 
as ore willing and desirous to bo instructed ; as also sudi cadets and gunners 
belonging to the artillery ns have tho best disposition to be instructed and 
are employed or intondcid to bo employed in tho laboratory or ho anyways 
promotc<l in tho service of tho artillery. In this care shall bo taken to riioose 
out tho soberest and most intelligent persons whose fidelity and attachment 
to the sorvico of tho Coinp.’iny can bo most reh'od on. ^ And all persons 
instructed in the business of the laboratory riiall first rccoive an order of tho 
Governor and Council, Major, or officer commanding tlio companies to bo so 
instructed, and shall then be porson.'tUy employed in tlio actual making and 
preparing idl sorts of fireworks. For greater certainty that no part thereof is 
concealed from them the director of the lahoratoiy is to enter fair into a book all 
receipts of compositions titled iritli the uses for wliich they are designed, ^th 
tho manner Of compounding, preparing, fitting, and making up all parts of militaiy 
fireworks, whether compositions, maemnes, or c.ases. Anti the said book shall bo 
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«n office book to be inspected by all snch as .are ordered or pemutted to attend 
llie Liboiatory a.e above, and arc willing to bo instructed therein, and the Gowmor 
and Major or officer commanding the companies sliall eadi of them have a, dupU- 
C!ifo of the siiid book. But no other copies either in part or whole shaU be given 
to or taken by any other person whatsoever. 

29 "W^iicn labonrers aro rccpiircd to work in the military magazines or labora- 
ion’ tlioy shall be taken from the company or artilleiy only, and such labour 
shall bo doomed as tours of duty. In extraordinary cases whore the laboOT 
may exceed the duty of tho rest of tlie garrison sudi a compensation shi^ be 
made to tho persons so omplcyed as tlie Governor .and Council sliall jn^ 
equitable and roasonablo, and tiie Council is to act in the samo manner with 
regard to any artificers belonging to tlie company of artillery when employed as 
such in tho service of tho artillery. 

30. Tlie officers of the company are to take care to teadi all persons belonging 
to the said company in the practice of , gunnery in gener^ as the manner of 
serving and firing nil sorts of pieces of artillery, whether designed for the tlurowing 
of shot, sliells, stones, grenades, carcasses, or other fireworks, ^ey are to teach 
llicm the use and construction of all the instruments used for pointing or levelling 
great guns or morters and to exercise them at convenient times in tire hitting 
murks whether pointblank or at any degree of elevation, together with quick 
firing for which a proper quantity of ammunition is to ho allowed. They are 
likewise to instruct them in tlie making gabions and fascines with tho manner to 
use tlioin in making batteries or breastworks as idso the manner of making 
introndinicnts whether for defence or approadies. They are likewise to teach 
them the manner to mount or dismount cannon or mortals and to remove thorn. 
from place to place at which ilioy aro to bo oxerdsed at proper times, but so as 
not to overfatiguo them or give them a disgust to tlie service. But the 
knowledge of tills exercise is noccssaiy os in time of danger no other assistance 
an ho got to do tliis work. 

31. Tho artillery company is likewise to be taught and perfected in the 
military exercise of small arms in all its parts in the same manner the other 
:om][Kinios are taught and is to bo reviewed and exercised in common with tho 
rest of tho garrison. Toward tho end of each montli, they shall likewise go. 
tlirough a general oxoruiso of the artillery once in each month at wliich the 
Governor or some one of the Council and the Major or officer commanding tlie 
companies shall ho present, and twice at least in every year they shall perform 
1 solemn exercise to fire at marks and tlnrow shells in presence of the Governor 
or Sfocond and the Major ; and to encourage such who perform the best the 
Gouncil may order suitable premiums. 

_ 32. Tlie comioany of artillery is to do garrison duty in common and in propor- 
tion with the other troops and so many officers and gunners are to mount 
laily os may perform tho duty on the platforms and hostions as was done by the 
gun-room crew horotofom. And in all respects the company of artillery is to be. 
employed ns is practised in His Majesty’s garrisons of Gibraltar and Minorca. 

83, Mo deserter from any nation wliatover is to be ontertained in the com- 
pany of artillery, not even a British subject, who may have once deserted from 
ffis Majesty’s or tho Company’s service, although he may have been pardoned for 
Ins desertion, nor any Homan Catholic. And if any person belonging to tlie com- 
pany of nrtiUory m.any a Homau Catholic, or his wife become a Koman Catholio 
person sliall be immediately dismiBsed from tlie dfimpany 
of artillery and be obbgcd to serve tlie remainder of his time in one of the other 
companies or bo removed to some other of the Company’s settlements to serve it 
out there if the Coimcil think fit. 

• approbation of the Governor, shall regulate the clotlir 

ing for the mtillen.' which is to be of blue cloth out of the Company’s warehouses 
withered culiB and faemgs and brass buttons with a cap or luit wliich shall be 
provided by tlio Major and paid for by the company in tho same manner as 
ordered in tlio -Lnd and 23_rd articles of tho Military Regulations. And the said 
company shall bo armed in the manner most suitable to the climate and tho 
nature of then* service. 
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35. Tlio company of artillery is to Ijo paid in. tlio same manner ty the 
military paymaster as directed by the 17th I8th and 10th articles of the Mditaiy 
Begnlations. 

86. In case of tlie death of any person belonging to the company of artilleiy, ' 
the effects of the deceased are to be taken care of as directed in the 25th article ol 
the hlilitaxy Regulations. 

37. Tlie commission and non-commission officors and gimners bdanging to the 
company of artillery axe to be promoted, broken, puitisbed, or confined according 
to the several Regulations made for tho hlilitory in the Company’s service at 
Bombay, rvjth this distinction that where an officer or g^innor belon^g to the 
artOleiy is to be tried, so many of tho officers belonging to tho artillery as con- 
venienUy con, shall be al the Gonrt Martial. And in Ml toms of duty tho officois 
of tlie companies and of the artillery company are to toll togetlicr according to 
their ranks and seniority so far as is consistunt with the nature of their different 
services, and are to have the same military honours done them, and those who 
serve in the aitiUeiy may be promoted in the other companies 4n case of vacan- 
mea as may those who serve in the other companies be promoted to vacanincs ! 
in tile artillery company, but not unless tliey have made themsMvea completely I 
masters of the business and service of tlie arb'Ueiy in nil its branches, and give | 
good proofs of their knowledge and experience therein to the satisfaction of tho 
Governor and Major or officer commanding the companies. 

38. All the posts where cannon or mortars am mounted or intended .to he 
inonnted shall be visited once in every week or oftener 1^ one of the commiBuon 
officers belonging to the company of artillery who is carefully to inspect the 
artillery at those posts, tdiat the ordnance with tlieir carriages and other appui^ 
tenances be kept in the best order. And if he observe any diwiago, decay, waste, 
or embezzlement therein, whether from neglect, the injury of weather, or other 
causes, lie is to make immediate report thereof in ivriting to the Major who is to 
acquaint the Governor therewith, tliat such damages or waste may bo forthwith 
remediedj'and means used to prevent tlio like for tlie future. He is at the Kime 
time carefully to observe if there bo any damage or decay in any of the fortifioa- 
tions or works and to make report tlioreof in like manner through the Major to 
the Governor tliat they may be forthwith repaired. 

39. Tho above regulations are to he strictly complied with in every nrticlo and 
made public in such maimer tliat no one may bo ignorant of their contents so far 
ns he is concerned therein. And as it may bo proper to malio farther regula- 
tions for the company of artillery at Bombay tlian can at present be foreseen, 
more especially with relation to detaclimonts sent to tlio subordinate garrisons 
or on parties, it is hereby left to the discretion of the Governor and Council, 
with tlie advice of the Major or officer commanding tlie companies, to make 
such farther regulations. These they may from time to time amend or alter 
for the good of the service, provided such further re8’^fi°ns idicrations or 
amendments be not contrary to or inconsistent with tlio above Tegulations. 

' 40. It is ordered that tho coonajxiny of axtillcry in the Bast India Company’s 
service consist as follows. (11 To resido w'here the Company’s service may 
roquire ; First Captain and Chief Engineer at £300 a year. (2) To resido at the 
chief settlement or its subordinates ; 1 Second Captain and Second Engineer at-' 
£150 ; 1 Captain-Lieutenant and Director of the Lahoiatoiy at £10t) ; 1 First 
Iiieutonant Fireworker at £76 ; 1 Second Lieutenant Fireworker at £60 ; 1 Iliird * 
Dieutenont Firmvorker at £50 ; 4 Serjeant Bombardiers at 2s. a d.ay ; 4 Corporal 
Bombardiers at Is. fid. ; 100 Gunners at Is. ; and 2 Drummers at Is. Total 115 
men exclusive of the Cliief Engineer.! 

The same despatch from the Court of Directors (dated 17th June 
1748) was accompanied by a copy of tho following regulations for form- 
ing disciplining and governing the military at Bombay: 


! Accompaniment to Court’s Letter 17tb iItiIic 1748. Enclosures to Court’s Letters 
Vol.7,179-19a. 
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1, Tint the Clovemor make lus constant residence at the Fort that he may 
Inre Uio jiiilitaiy more immediately under Ids eye and that he may be the bettor 
aUe to Judge of the conduct and capacity of the officers and solmets. It is not 
iiy this intended to restrain the Governor from being absent on the customary 
nsih or touts in the country for health or- diversion. 

2. Tint upon the Major's arrival at Bombay the_ compames now tliere and at 
the siibordinato settlements be formed into ten companies consisting of one 
captain, one lieutenant, one ensign, four seijeants, four corporals, three drummers, 
and seventy private men* each, and tliat in case there be any surplus men, they 
he divided equally among the companies until the designed establishment of a 
company of artillery can take place, -when a number of the properest men for tlio 
tctvico of the artillery are to he dtanghted from the companies in order to com- 
plete the company of artilloiy. Tho Uoutenant of the I&joc’s company is to be 
cvptain-lioutoreint and is to rank as captain. If there be at the forming tho 
centpanics a greater number of serjeants, coipoials, drummers, .and musicians 
than are necessary, they shall bo reduced to form tire new ostahlislunont, but for 
their encomngemont they shall be provided for in their former ranks if qualified 
for them as viicandca liappen. 


3. l^i^t all vacancies of companies that sludl happen be named appointed and 
comimssioncd by tho Governor and Council, but that subaltern officers under the 
degree of captain bo named appointed and commissioned by the Governor only. 

4. That all officers be promoted by seniority unless very good reason to tho 
conlRiiy be given to tho Governor in writing ; the Major or officer commandinK 

vacancies when they happen to be approved 

enpiain to recommend to all vacamaes of 

fcoijcants coiporals and dnimmers that may happen in their respeothu companies 
Il.rten^Lpaffier'”'"'^ oomiandm|S of 



w j'l.wtr iiMju- wminissions as above only m case of v.'vca 
country by docaase, disiniBsion, resignation, or otherwise. 

comurntandinSedionSVlji^y^^^^^^ 

nato noverlholcss to the Governor Jr naff in Council ?n fl.o offiew, snbordi 

Amf aU orders to the military slmUrLnv?,Z wh^^^^ 

unless m o.nsc 3 of urgent necessity. ^ fnrougn tne Major or adjutani 

oflLBunn Srr^SfTnTmy STe^e^^ I'l'’ of hii 

foniority as ahoTO mentioned, tert when 

the office of .adjutent. ’ Promoted to the mnlc of captain, to qnil 

hourappo^ted'^vairupo^n th^GovSrL’inl^^^ morning at ai 

torecoivo tho word and daily orders ^d sha}?at^hJ^ ^ ® Council 

wnUng to the Gm-omor.or in Ws fa « report in 

karitics and accidents tliat have happraed amomr* ^ m Council of all irregn- 
bamcks or other quartets, or in or^^out the town whether at tho 

names and state of tho sick in tho hospital or p1».wJ places. Also of the 

to them, and for Ids better information this^marf^+’if® abuses relative 

officer riiaU take care to appoint proner officers fa Major or commanding 

He IS hkowise to make report in the same msnn once or twice daily, 

or rotumed, signifj-ing tho names of the detachments sent abroa^’ 

detachment. Be shnU also iust ^^donging to sm 

have to make against one an^er. ^ ^ complaints tire offieers and soliSers t"" 
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hy the Major or ofTtccr commanding the companies are to be entered fair ini 
book to bo kept for that purpose by the adjutant. . 

10 . Tlrnttlio Goremorat relieving the guard aliall liave n report made to Mm 
immediately in imting by tho officer of the guard relieved, of all occurrences tMt 
past during tho time he was upon guard, to vhich shall be added all neir otden 
relating to tho troops which shall liavo been issued by tho Major or commandine 
officer during that guard. 

11. That all outposts or stations of the military bp constantly relieved it 
stated times, that oveiy commission, non-commission officer, and soldier my lure 
their turns upon all duties and services, and that none may grow negligent oi 
forgetful of their duty by too long absence from the main body. 

12. No officer or soldier shall bo oxcused from doing his duty, but in case of 
sickness or inability or with le.avo of tho Major or oRicor commanding the com. 
panics, and tho approbation of tiro Governor. Nor shall any one hire another 
to do his duty for him without such learo and approbation on pain of being 
punislied ns the next court martial shall think proper. Every non-commisaion 
officer conniving at such excusing or liiring of duty shall be reduced for it and 
every commission officer knowing and allowing such practices in the Oampanif’i 
service shall be punished according to tho judgment of n court martial. 

13. Tliat no man among tho military be allowed to keep a public house for 
tho retailing of strong liquors, or to retaal them or be concerned in the retailmg 
them in any manner whatsoever. But if the Governor and Oouncil think fit 
to permit any military man on liis request to keep a public house, o^ to get hu 
living by his trade or profession, tlioy shall discdiatgo snoh person from the 
militnry on condition tliat ho remain at tho settlement till his tune be _<^iie^ 
and that he bo ready to take up arms and assist in common with the mflilary in 
the defence of the place, or to go on any expedition. During this time of service 
he slmll bo allowed pajr and not otherwise. But this shall not extend to prevent 
any one’s re-entering into tlio company ho was discharged from, on his giving up 
tho retailing ordieing concerned in tho letiiUing of strong liquors or the carryiiig 
on his trade or profession. 

I*. That no commission officer shall be broken or degraded unless by order 
of the Court of Directors, witbout a fair full and impartial hearing before the 
Governor and Council. Where the offence is of n military nature, the Major 
or officer commanding the companies with two Captains shall be members of 
council on such trial, and small judge and deteimine in common with the 
Governor and Council in all military offences according to the rules articles 
and custom of war in His Majesty's Service, conforming in this respect to 
the powers granted to the Company by tbeir cliarter and for tbe better main- 
taining of discipline .and good order. "All offences of a military nature com- 
mitted by the non-commission officers or soldiers, sball be tried by a Oourt 
Martial^ consisting of a captain and four subaltern officers to be appointed by 
tho Major or officer commanding tbe ten companies, after the nature of a Be^- 
mental Caurt_ ^rtial._ They shall trv and examine in a fair and impartial 
manner all military crimes such as disobedience of orders, neglect of duty, 
disturbance in barracks or quarters, or upon guard or party or elsewhere, and 
shall give their opinion according to tbe lules artiries and custom of war in 
the'manner above mentioned. Their opinion is to be confirmed by the Governor 
or in his absence by the next of Counoil before it is put in execution. Upon 
inflicting punishment upon European soldiers, it shall be done by Europeans 
only, but no part_ of Miis olause or any other in ^ese Begulations shall be 
construed to deprive tbe Governor and Council of the power to suspend any 
military person of what rank soever for any offence whether of a civil- or 
military nature in cases where they are in doubt as to tbe nature or degree 
of tho offence or of the proper punishment for it. And such suspension Siall 
remain if they think fit, till they have the determination of flie Court of 
Directors upon the offence of which they are hereby ordered to send home a 
full and just account with their or the Court Martial’s opinion upon it by the 
first returning ships. • 

IS. That no captain or other officer shall, on pain of being dismissed from 
tbo service, demand or receive directly or indirectly anjr present, fee, or icward 
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loT the admission or protnotion or recommendation of Any person to be promot' 
ed in the military service. 

> 16. That no man shall be discharged from the military company before his 

time is out, bat by order of the Uovernor'and C'onncil. Those nrho have 
sen'ed their fall time shall bo discharged, unless they engage for a farther 
time. ^ 

17. That tho Governor shall appoint one of the Company's covenanted 
i ' perr’ante to be inilitaty paymaster, -who shall at the beginning of each month 

after the close of the general muster, pay to each captain or oiKcer commanding 
the company (aniess the Governor and Conncil have good reasons to the con- 
trary) the pay of the company •which is to be issued weekly to the non-oom- 
mtssion officers and private men, or in such payments as may be most proper 
for the service and most advantageous to the men to whom the pay is due. 
The ilejor or officer commanding the companies is to oblige them to re^arity 
in their diet by messing or such other methods as the nature of the couiSry and 
service -will admit. 

18. Tho Governor or Second in Ckmncil shall make a general renew or 
muster of the military and see them exercised once towaids the latter end of 
each month, or oftener when the season -will permit it. 

19. ^at the miister rolls of each company shall be signed by the Captain 

certified by the Governor or Second whichsoever shall 
hnvemade thercview,.'M aIso by thoMajoror officer commanding the compa- 

20. -niat aMparate list be made up to the first of Jnnu.rrr and sent home 
yc-wly jO the Company s packets, of each military company, in whicJi shall he 
laser ed the name of each persnn received from England oV any of the t^m 
pany’sEettlcments abroad, as also of such as may be enlfstc/ aetfW fTu 
what nation they are of and specifying the times of their arrival 

also the times of every man’s Sischaigo death or ^sertfJo. ‘ “® ““ 

21* Ko coTnooi^ion or non-coTutniBsion officer nr n.«i- ^ j 
or confined and continued so above six hoar* shall an arrest 

but by the Governor or CounT Tnd ry oS dt(±^ or cleared 
arrest or confinement more than six houra wfthout ® ^“^er 

to the Governor, or in his absent loX^exHo rJ u^ 
such person be taken into .arrest in the nicU time broken unless 

regula^ the' Ma|fr‘"or ot^er^lommanling the wm ‘‘‘“t for 

clothes, and that the Major s'hall appoint ® making new 

oflicers to be apppved of by the CLr GreSiT ^>om«sion 

Gwernor and Ma]or that the clotWno- S ‘ had by the 

officers or private men, and that the stopM.^ ®='P®"sive either to thi 

and private men be no more than is reast^^^* “on-coramission officers 

andiVsucheilualparUastoSSSfc"'^ ““de gindnally 

0 othmgfor his first cost with aSrate «lo‘Wu”^ew 

allo^ce.for the losses he mav ““hing an eouitvW» 

clothing or from other accidenle.^ deserters carrySg awaVS 

• 5H. Tl.»k ES.. n J- eir 
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in nccouutx of the conanmptiou thcicof to the pciaon who hath ohaigo of the 
ammunitioti to bo so dehvcied. 

25 That upon tho death of any commission oflicor unless the deceased lins 
an heir at ago upon the spot, oi hath by n ill appointed an executor at liand 
to discharge the trust, the Major or oiBcer comni.anding the companies ahiU 
authoiizo And appoint three commission officers, one of nhom to be a Captain, 
to take a ti ue and exact in\ entory of the eficcts of tho deceased, and to sell the 
same at pabhe outcry at such timo as the hlajoi or officer commanding the 
companies shall appoint On giving tho customary notice thereof the three 
officers ordered for this serMce are, ont of tho produce of the effects of the 
deceased, to pay forthwith the funeral charges and all just debts duo from the 
deceased, and to make up and sign an account of tho same m which uo com. 
mission IS to be ohargod Tho M.1301 or officer commanding the companies la 
to caamine these accounts and finding them just, is to certify them accordingly, 
and deposit them foi tho use of the heirs in tho Secictaij's office. The balance 
due to the heirs is to be immediately paid for then bcnclit into the Company’s 
cash. And if the officers ordeicd as aboao for this service refuse neglect or 
delay to peiform it in a just and fair manner, the Major or officer commanding 
tlie compaTtics shall fortowith make complaint against such oflicer or officeis 
BO refusing neglecting or delaying to tho Governor and Conucil, and bring him 
or tliem to a court maitiil to be punished according to the natnie and degree 
of the oflencc. If any of the officers so complained against appear guilty of 
any fraudulent practices, or of having embezzled or misapplied any pait of 
the deceased's cueots or estate, they shall be obliged forthwith to make resti- 
tution, and shall ho rcndcied incapable of sci ving tlic Company m an^ station 
whatsoovei. In case of tho decease of any nou-comniission officer or soldici, 
the captain of the company to which tho deceased did belong shall perform 
this servieo m the above mannci, making repoit thereof to the Major or officer 
commanding the companies.^ 

26. In case of tho de.ath or desortion of any non-commission officer or soldier, 
the captoiu of tlie company to which such officer or eoldier did belong, i" 
forthwith to see that the aims accontrements and ammunition delivered to 
such non-commissioned officei or soldier be returned to the proper officer, 01 
that they be immediately paidfor,piefcrably to nil other debts out of theeffecte 
if any can bo found belonging to the person deceased or deserted. 

27 The above regulations are to be strictly complied ayitli in every niticli 
and made public in such manner that no one may ho ignorant of their content! 
so far as he is concerned therein. And as it may he proixs to make faithot 
regulations foi the mihtoiy at Bombay than can at piesent ho foieseen to be 
necessary, more especially with 1 elation to detachments sent as ganisons to the 
auboidmate eettlements, or to escort the Company's effects, it is hereby left tc 
tlie piudenoo and discietion of the Goieinor and Council, with the adi ice of 
the Major or officei commanding the companies to moke such farther regu 
lations which they may from time to^time amend or alter for the good of the 
service, provided such foithei regulations be not contrary to or inconsistent 
with the above. 


28. It IS ordered that tho gairison for the settlement at Bombay ho foiraed 
into ten rogular companies undei the command of a Majoi after the following 
manner. To be paid at 2 shilbngs and 6 pence a rupee ; 

1 Major-Captain and Commander 
1 Captam-Liontenant 
1 Ensign 
1 Adjutant ••• 

4 Serjeants ... ... 

4 Corporals _ • ••• 

1 Drum Maj'Or 

2 Drummers 
70 Private Sentinels 


... £250 a year. 
... 5s. a day. 

. . 4 s. „ 

. ». &s „ 

Is. 8d. „ 
Is. 2d. „ 
Is. 8d „ 
Is. 24 . „ 
lOd 


o.t 

at 


at 

at 
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'Second Company. 

1 Captain 
1 Lieutenant ... 

1 Eneign ... " 

4f Sei^'eants 
4 Corporals 

3 Drummers ^... . ... 

70 Private SentineJs 


at 

i> 

79 

99 


lOs. a day. 
Ss. ft 

4b. „ 

Is. 3d. ff 

Is. 2d. „ 

Is. 2d. „ 

2Cd. 


Bight companies more at the same strength. Grand total 841. The whole to 
consist of Europeans as soon as they can be completed.^ 

At a Consultation of the 28th April 1749 the Board observ'e regard- 
ing the above regulations and arrangements : Major Goodyere^ who 
was to have had the conunand boih of the military and artillery 
died at Fort St. David on the 24th Dec^her last. As our ne^ 
military officer, Captain "William Gibbs, is imrried to a Homan Catholic, 
the military and artillery cannot be kept under him, this being con- 
trary to the Honourable Company’s express orders, altbongh he is in 
all other respects so well qualified as his long service and the good 
discipline he has always kept the military in, fully shew. As we liave 
no one here that is duly qualified as Major Goodyere was, to be at the 
head of both, it is agre^ that the military be continued under command 
of Captain William Gibbs as Captain Commandant with the allowance 
of £250 a year intended for the Major and the command of the first 
of the ten companies j and that the nine next officers to him being 
Lieutenants Hiw, Mostyn, Sterling, Gouin, Lane, Andi-ews, Stanton, 
Cameron, and Forbes he appointed to he Captains and Commanders of 
the other nine companies for the service of this island and all the settle- 
ments subordinate thereto. Into .these companies the topasses are to 
be incorporated as are a suitable number of lascars into tiie artillery 
company which for the present is to be continued under command of 
CapWn Hugh Cameron. That the place of Second Captain and Second 
Engineer be kept vacant agreeable to the Honourable Company’s 
orders. That Mr, Atkinson, sent out by the Honourable Company in 
quality of Captain-Lieutenatit and director of the laboratory, he con- 
tinued for the present as such but have no trust committed to liim 
on account of bis behaviour here as well as on board the Bodington, 
noticed in Consultation the 29th ultimo, for which it became unavoidable 
to confine him to the fort where he is now in a regimen under ihe 
care of^ the hospital surgeons. As to the other places of first second 
and tlurd Heutenant fire-workers in the artillery, as likemse the 
lieutenants in the military, the Governor has nominated and appointed 
OToh as are of good characters and well experienced in their business. 

general storekeeper for the time being be appointed 
-mrhtsucy. storekeeper j also that the land paymaster for the time being 
bo military paymaster, who is ordered to pay the officers and people 
at the rates now established by the Honourable Company. But that, 
ins-^d of paying the amount of the several companies to the respective 
captains thereof, he is directed to pay the people monthly in the manner 

Volf “igt^aoT.”’* better 17tli June 1748, EnclosuroB to Court’s Letters 
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horctoforc praetdscdj ialcing care uo other stoppages bo tinn>1o thaa as 
fojTOCrly settled and that himself or assistant be alwajis present at the 
pay table till the >rhoic payments are finished which is on no acconat 
whatever to bo dispensed with.*^ 

As on forming tlicsc military and artillery companies a safficlcnt 
number of Biiropc.'ins were not aviiilablc, recourse was luid to Tort St. 
David. A BomlMiy Consultation of the i'nd May 1749 records : Then! 
being a want of 14 sorjeants 1 1 corporals and 200 private sentinels, 
also 20 gunners for comi»leting the military and artillerj* companies 
with Buropenns conformable to the Honourable Company's last regu- 
lations, the Board resolved that the President and Council at Pott St. 
David be requested to enlist that numlxjr out of the artillery company 
and twelve indcjicndent companies of soldiers under command of Adnural 
Boscawon on the terms prescribed h}' the Honourable Company in 
their commands to this Presidency by Doilingloiu^ 

About a year later a letter from the Court of Directors of tlie 7th 
March 1750 was received, intimating their appointment of Major 
W'illiam AInckcnzic to he Major of Bomljay. The Court write : lYc 
have entertained Sfajor William Mackenzie, an able experienced officer, 
to bo Major of Bombay. He is to be third of Council and alwajx 
remain as such, and to liavo the command and clothing’ of one of the 
companies agreeable to the 22nd and 23rd paragraphs of the military 
regulations sent by Dodington, dated 17tli tlnno 1748. Pot all 
tliosc stations his salary is to Ixs two hundred and fifty' pounds a 
witlr tlio same appointments for diet servants and palanquin as third of 
OUT Council. These salaries and ajipointmcuts, whim arc to commence on 
his arrival at Bombay, arc toibc in lieu of all other allowances wbatEoev^ 
But notwitlistauding ho is appointed third of Council, he is not to do | 
embarrassed with any other affairs tlian the care of the 'military, nor is 
he to have any' additional p.ay' for any' servuco or duty' in regnlafang or 
commauding llic artillery' company'.® , • . i 

At a Consultation of the 2lBt September 1750, on pfernsing ifajot 
Mackenzie's Commiraion, tJic Board observe; Read Major hlackcnnes 
Commission from tlic Honourable Company' appointing him Major and 
Commandant of their regiment of military' at tliis place, also Captain 
the first company' of soldiers, as likewise tliat of artillery. As by thu 
appointment Captain ’William Gibbs, late conimand.aut of the military , 
and captain of the firet company, will be without any' command, it is*, 
ordered that he take charge of Mdhim fort at the end of the month and y 
that Captain Rich come down to Bombay.^ 5 

After his arrival Major Mackenzie WTote the following letter to 
Government on the SOth October 1750: The mili'Efy instmction's 
delivered mo by' the Hononrable Company''s Secretary and now in mV 
possession I ever looked upon as my articled establishment, and I am" firm 
in my opinion it is the Secretary's mistake in._ drawing up the 


^ Bom. Oov. Consnltaiion 28th April 1749, Fab. Diary 22 of 1749, 120- 122. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 2nd May 1749, Pub. IMary 22 of 1749, 129. 

’ Court to' Bombay 7tb March 1750 para SC, Fnblie Dep. Court’s liotters ’Vol. 3 of 
1742-1751,204. , 

* Bom. Gov. Consultation 2lBt Sept. 1760^ Pub. Diary 23 of 1760, 330- 340. 
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Anson’s letter : because the terms were particularly explained to me in 
Eaeknd and corresponded exactly with the instructions already men- 
tioned by them; the stipulated allowances are 10 shillings a day for the 
artillery company until another commander was appointed (on) £200 a 
year. Those were the appointments ordered Captain Goodyere when he 
was named hlajor for Bombay and less were never ofEered me. Less I 
could not accept as Mr. Goodyere’s rank in His Majesty’s service was 
i^erior to mine.^ 

On reading the-above letter the Board oidered that due notice be 
taken of this letter to the Honourable Company in our letter by the 
Boscawen.^ 

The rule laid, down in the Company’s military and artillery 
regulations of 1748 paying the men proved inconvenient. On this subject 
the Bombay Diary of the 29tii May 1750 has the following 
entry : Under the 27 th October last we transmitted the Chief and 
factors at Tellicherry the Honourable Company’s military regulations 
which direct that, after the muster rolls at the beginning-of tlie month 
are regularly passed in Council, the pay of each company be given to the 
-respective commanders for them to pay the men. This method we 
understand was practised at their settlement some time before the 
said regulations came out. As tlie same gives a large latitude to the 
Captains to make wliat stoppages they please out of tlie men’s pay, and 
as several instances have been known of the poor soldiers liaving been 
oppressed by such means, the Board have thought proper to deviate 
from those regulations of tlie Honourable Company at this place and to 
order that as heretofore accnstomary at this Presidency and its subor- 
dinates the military and artillery companies be regularly paid by tlie 
military paymaster at the begiuning of every montli, and that he see 
there be no other stoppages made out of the soldiers’ pay on account of 
their officers than according to the standing rules of the garrison. ‘ This 
we esteem the most proper method to prevent the private men being 
oppressed. It is therefore agreed that the Chief and factors at Telli- 
cherry be directed, if they have not done it already, to put the same in 
practice again at their settlement and continne it in ftiture and that 
they suffer no means whatever to be made use of that may be 
oppressive to the- soldiers,® 

The Bombay Diary of the 4th January 1751 records the following 
court-martial: Tliis morning the Honourable the President and 
Council wi& Captain Gibbs and Lane sat as a Court-martial on the 
- trials of Lieutenants Henry Townraw who was convicted of bribery 
■ and Samuel Levick of misbehavionr to his Commandant Major 
V Mackenzie. The Court, after a due hearing of their offences, unani- 
resolved that the former be broke as a commission officer and 
dhat, as it is his first offence, the latter do ask the Major’s pardon at the 
head of the regiment.* 
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Witl> a view TO eltcek tlie spread of venereal diseases among the 
military and ecamWj on tlio 28tlj January 1751 tbo Bombay Comeil 
passed the folloTring orders : The militar}' and seamen of late fre- 
quently contracting Uio venereal disease and the surgeons having no 
alloTOinco from tlmm for the iHsrformance of sucli a disagrcDahle cute, 
tlic Board agreed tliat in fntnro the Burgeons be allowed Imlf n month’s 
pay for tlio cure of any of the military or seamen of tlic said ^sorfler 
according to tlieir respective stations. This it is to he hoped will be a 
means to prcv’cnt in some measure their running into such cxcesa* 

Tlio Court of Directors' letter to Bombay of tlm 4th Mardi 
1752 runs : We acquainted jmn hj' the Durington that wo intended 
to send for the serTnee of Bombay Presidency an entire company o£ 
Protestant Snuss soldiers to consist of one mindrcd and forty nie% 
commission and non-commission oiTiccrs included. We are now to 
acquaint you that tlie said company is embarked on die ships iloyal 
Duke and Dodingion. under tlio command of Alexander do Bigler 
Esqnirc, to whom we have granted a commission, as we have likewho 
to the first and second lieutenants and ensign, for whose names ve 
refer to the muster rolls. The pay of tho captain, officers, and .private 
men is to be exactly tho same as tlie rest of our forces upon tho present 
military cstablisliment You arc to take noticctliat bv the abovemenfioned 
agreement the captain bad the liberty to name and appoint the sevetal 
subaltern officers in the company to be formed and oommanded ^him j 
these officers are afterwards to succeed according to their standing and 
seniority unless good and sufficient reasons dhalT appear to tho contrary. 
What otlier matters arc engaged for, wo rdicr to the agreement before- 
mentioned. Upon the arrival of (ach detachment you must make a 
particular enquiry into the usage they liavo met wiUi in their passage 
and give us au impartial account tlicrcof in your next advices. We ate j 
determined to sliow a suitable resentment for any ill beliavionr to than, 
which the commanders are fully apprised of by a particular clansp in 
tiioir instructions. It is most eamesfly recommended to you to cnitiviite 
and preserve a good harmony between our otlier forces and the ^ 
Swiss. And to prevent all distinction yon must see t^t tlio clotlung 
is in all respects exactly uniform. Wc have sent on the JPelham 
about Bovouty English recruits to bo incorporated in tho several 
companies at Bombay Presidency. Agreeable to ynur repeated requests 
for subaltern officers wo have appointecl the several persons hereafter 
named to servo in our military ; Mr. James Ogilvy to be a lieutenant ^ 
and to succeed to the command of a company upon the first vacancy <■ 
that shall happen after his arrival at Bombay, excepting in the com- ’ 

n of Swiss; Messrs Hugh McKie, Gilbert Carter, and John Bakie 
e lieutenants, and Peregrine Oruikshanks, Newton Burr, and 
Tboteas Deane to be ensigns, vwio art to bo promoted according to 
behaviour. -Tbo pay of tul the abovementioned persons is to commence 
upon their arrival at Bombay agreeable to their rcEpectivo stations.* 


I Bom. Got. Coninltatlon 2Btli Jim. 1761, JDiarf 24 of 1761, 36 
» Court March 1762 paras 109 '*116, Pub Dep Court's tAttera Vol 4 

of 1752-1766, 19-20,* 
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In the same letter the Court ^continue: We observe you have 
among the military several officers of the Bomish reli^on. upon the 
leceipt of this you are to discharge them from our service and send sncli 
as are British subjects to England as we will on no account permit of 
their continuing in India.* 

As regards militia, the same letter directs : A regular militia formed 
of the i^bitmts on Bombay may at all times be of service, and upon 
cstraordinary occasions of infinite use to us. You must therefore direct 
the Major to form a scheme for the purpose, which when you have 
well digested and rendered practicable, yon arc to carry it into execution 
forthwith.® 


To prevent the theft of warlike stores from the fortifications, the 
Board passed the following orders on tire 23rd January 1753 : Great 
complaints having been made of late to the President that balls 
and other warlike stores are frequently stolen from the fortifications 
which there is much reason to suspect is cneouraged by the shopkeepers 
of the Bazar, and this pernicious pmoticc being of very evil tendency to 
the welfare and safety of tlie island, and whereas proclamation was 
made the 20th October 1740 proliibiting the inliabitants of the island 
to deal in warlike stores, he proposes that a publication be issued strictly 
forbidding any person whatever from dealing in warlikostores (sword- 
blades excepted) and that aU persons possessed of such stores deliver 
in a list of them mtbin 35 days from tlie date hereof that their value 
be ascertained and paid for by the Honourable Company. Should 
any one presume to act in contempt of this order, tljcy shall be fined 
at the discretion of the Board, ball of tlie fine to go to the informer and 
half to the Honourable Company, or in case of insufficiency to suffer 
corporal punishment. This proposal is nnanimously approved and 
ordered to be put in execution.® 


In March 1753 Captain Gilbert Carter represented tlie great want 
of cannon and shells for the out- forts and town wall. He writes : This 
island is considered the arsenal to three or more subordinate settlements 
on this side of India. It is also frequently called upon by the 
Presidencies of Bengal and Madras for supplies of gunpowder and 
otber ammunitions of war. It appears to me from the practice of the 
cannon and mortars for the instruction and improvement of llic 
artillery company that there is great want of both those articles and 
likewise of shot and shells. Very few except those lately received 
from Europe am fit for use. They have suffered so oxtremelv bv 
remaining a long time in the eoun^ exposed to the inclemencies oi 
the weather that they arc so much diminished from tlie first sizes that 
I am obliged to paste cap paper over those used in the flats where the 
artffiery company is exercised. Tliirty-scvon cannonaro wantmsr to fill 
up the embrasures, o8 moi-ters and homteers are destitute of proper shells 
to fit them as willappear by the schedule hereto annexed: in cenoT»l4ore 

is a great want of cannon, there not being sufficient for tfe service S 
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the isknd apart from supplying the snhordinate factories or vessels that 
occasionally want them, and in particular of small guns, four-ponndets 
and under, for the use of the galivats. There is a foundry here and a 
founder, bnt he cannot cast any mortars exceeding inches. On 
perusing the above report on the 1st March 1753 the Board ordered 
that copy of it be transmitted to the Court of Directors.^ 

The Court considered the artillery of Bombay one of its main 
supports in times of trouble. In their letter of the 14th March 1753 
they intimated the following modifications of their detailed instructions 
of the 17th June 1748 : Being fully satmfied how great a share of 
our dependance must in case of troubles, be on the artilleiy, and npon 
the skill and' ability of the people appropriated to its service, we have 
therefore determined to complete the artillery company at our Presidency 
of Bombay, agreeable to the following establishment in lien of tint 
sent you by the ships Somerset stniPelham, dated the I7th June 1748. 
That is to say the artillery company is to consist of : 

^ One Captain at two hundred pounds a year. 

One First Lieutenant nt one hundred pounds. 

One Second Lieutenant at ninety pounds. 

One Third Lieutenant at uinety pounds. 

Six Serjeants at two shillings a day each. 

Six Goraoralsat one shilling and eight pence each. 

Thirty Bombardiers at one shilling and eight pence each. 

Thirty Qanners at one shilling and six pence each. 

Forty Mattresses at one shilling each. 

Two Drummers at one shilling each. 

In all other respects the regulations and rales laid down in the before* ' 
mentioned establishment of the 17th June 1748, so far as is consistent j 
with this new one, are to remain in force.^ I 

I 

In the same letter of the 14th March 1753 the Court intimate the 
appointment made by them of Sir James Foulis to be Commander of all 
the forces at the Presidency of Bombay. They write; We hare 
entertained Sir James Foulis, Bart., a gentleman of great reputation 
and abilities as well as an experienced and good officer to be Major 
of our garrison at Bombay, Commander of all the forces at the 
Presidency ofBomhay,andThird of Council, and to remain Third without 
rising to a superior rank therein. He is also to' have the conunanil 
and clothing of one of the companies agi'eeable to the 22nd paragraph 
of the military regulations dated the 17th of June 1748. And for/ 
all these stations hie salary is to he two hundred and fifty pounds a,^ 
year, with the usual appointments for diet servants and palano^uin as:' 
Third in Cormcil, to comjgpiice on his arrival at Bombay, which salary 
and appointments arelj^^jjn lien of all other allowances whatsoever 
for the said several p, or Major, Commander of our forces. Third 
of Council, and CjQgjg, or a company. Notwithstanding Sir Janies j 
Foulis is appoinji^of ^d. in Council, he is not to be embarrassed with 
any other a&ii'A^ S ' *he care of the military.’’ - ^ 

» Bora. Gov. Consultation l^t Mnr. 1763, Pub. Diary 26 of 1763, 97 - 98, 100-101. 

* Court to Bombay 14th Mar. 1763 pam 114, Pub. Dep. Court’s Lotlets Vol. 4 of 
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On the 14tli March 1753 the Court write in reply to a Bombay letter : 
" IVc have suspended compljdng witii that part of your indent for 
eleven brass mortars pud twenty brass guns of different bores aim such 
a nninberof shot and sliells until the Major has taken a careful and exact' 
furvey of all the ordnance as well mounted as other ways, together with 
all the stores and furniture appertaining thereto, and has transmitted 
Iho same to us, together with an indent of what he shall deem 
absolutely necessary for tlie service of the Presidency. You are 
accordingly to direct the Major to set about this service immediately, 

' and ho is to be assisted therein by the Captain of the artillery company, 
and any other persons whatsoever that may be thought necessary.' 

Agreeably to the above order on the 4‘th September the Bombay 
Government directed Sir James Fonlis to survey all the ordnance and 
warlike stores, and Jaques de IVink Esq. to visit all the fortifications 
agreeable to the 79th paragraph.® 

In consequence of the above order, on the 22nd November 17 53, Sir 
James Eoalis fuvnUhed a general abstract of cannon, mortars, shot, 
shells, and gunpowder in the Castle, on the town wall, and on the 
out-forts of Bombay'. Of this abstract the totals are:® 
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Ounpoiviler, Europe 2141 barrels, coimtr}' fine 49, cannon 9181, 
total 1182. In the above abstract of the cannon one S^-ponnder mi 
two IS’poundcrs o£ brass, and one 42-poun(lor, two 18-ponndeis,oiis 
12-poundcr, two 9-pountlcrs, two O-pounders, one 4-ponndcr, twt 
2-ponndors, and one d-pounder of iron arc very indifferent oi 
rather nnserviccablc, some being worn out, oUiers honeycombed and 
split. 

In August 1753 the question of building barracks was once more 
brought forward.. Tho Bombaj* Diary of the 14th Augustrecords; The 
Honourablo Company having recommended to us to erect Inriacks for 
accommodating officers and preserving the health and good order of the 
soldiers, it being impossible to enlarge the present barracks the military 
payiunstor and clerk of tlie works are directed to pitch upon some 
proper place for tJiis purpose, and lay an estimate of the expense before 
the Board.* 

The method practised for some time past of adrancing the military 
ono montli’s pay being attended untb many inconveniences and the 
Ilonourablc Company being frequently liable to suifor by tho military 
dying in ihdr debt, the Boaid at a Oonsultation of the 28tb December 
1753 resolved that the practice bo discontinued. Tlmt the change may 
not immediately fall bard on the mflitary, tho paymaster is ordered lof 
advance two-thirds of their pay this month and so proportion the lesb 
unW it is brought to the former footing excepting the Sniss company 
winch are to bo paid daily according to tbo praclieo in Europe.® 

In a letter of the Stir April 1764 tire Court write : An act Laving 
passed tbis present Sessions of Pwliament f or empoworing the Company 
' to hold Courts Martial upon nrilitnry people in the East Indies and 'at 
St. Helena, we transmit you by the ship Eardteicke a separate packet 
containing the necessary powers apd instraetions together with a letter 


• Bom. Gov. Conmltatlon 14tli Ang. 1763, Pub. Binir 26 of 1763, 266. 
® Bom. Gov. Coniultntion 28tb Dee. 1763, Pub. Diuy 26 of 1753, 462. 
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of directions, dated the loth March 1754, for cavrjdng the same into 

cseeution.* 

On the subject of military irrogulariiics in economy and discipline 
at Bombay the Court continue : We are well assured that Uiere are 
great irre^larities in the military economy at Bombay as well 
in point of discipline as in many other particulars. But as Sir 
James Foulis is so good a judge of the duty of a soldier and null 
rery soon observe in what manner our forces may bo nmnaged so 
as! to be most useful to ns, we sliall expect to hear that attending to his 
representations and advice 3 'ou have rectified all abuses among our 
troops, and in all respects put them on siidi a footing as may host answer 
our intentions, and the great expense we are at in maintaining them. 
The oflicers sent out last y'car jmd those proceeding this j'car being 
gentlemen of experience in their profession, will greatly contribute to 
the introduction and constant practice of an exact military discipline. 
Wo have been acquainted that during the time Captain Rich acted as 
Commandant of all our troops he left tlie captains no authority over 
them', that all military discipline (%vithont which no due subordination 
can subsist) was utterly neglected, continual diunkenness encouraged 
by being left entirely unpunished, no orders ever given for 
exercising the soldiers in the management of arms and in military 
evolutions, no care taken for obliging them to keep their arms and 
accoutrements clean and in good order, and the guards very irregnlarl}’ 
relieved. These aro part of the abuses we complain of and which wo 
particularize that they may be immediately ramedied. For tlicsc reasons 
wo direct, in case of the death or absence of Sir James Foulis, that 
Captain Rich he not commandant.^ 

The following extract from the same letter, 5th April 1754, shows the 
importance the Court attached to an etficient militia : We observe by a 
letter from Captain Rich, dated 20th November 1752, at that time 
commandant of our forces, that, agreeable to our orders, a militia had been 
foi-med of the native inhabitants ofBombay and Mdhim, but that it would 
be a work of time to bring them into proper discipline. As we have this 
affair mneh at heart we earnestly recommend it to you to use every 
metliod for making the inhabitants at all times fit to perform such 
military duty as may be useful on any emergent service. You are at the 
same time to take particular care that the people may not be oppressed 
and that the duty he rendered as little bnrthensomc as possible.''' 

- In the same year (1754) about tlic close of September were received 
at Bombay the Court’s commands of the 15th March .and 5th April, 
regarding the passing of the Mutiny Act. On their reperusal on the 
SOtli September the Bombay Council resolved that to-morrow morning 
at nine o’clock the Mutiny Act in regard to the Honourable Companj-’s 
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forces Ijo published, and lluat we consult with Uic military officer for 
repnlatinp llic form in tlio most solemn m.-mnor.' OE tho fonnof 
public,atinh the Bombay Diary of ilio Ist Oclolwr 1751 records: At 
nine o’clock in the forenoon liio regiment being drawn up beloretb* 
Fort G.atc, the Governor and Council and the ))rinci['al inhabilaits 
attending, the Secretary, mounted on hoi-scljack, read llis Majesty’s mod 
gracious Act of Parliament for the puni.«hmcnt of mutiny and desertion 
.and for the better disciplining the Ilononrablc Comi>anj’’s forces, life 
being endctl, the military paymaster asked the ofliccri, andsoldiersif 
thej’ were willing to serve the llonoumblo Company on those teims vj 
wliich they nil clieciliilly asscnterl by giving tlircc Imrras.® 

In n letter of tbe *101 November 17.54, Sir. C. Taylor, surgMnotlU 
IlanUuirkc, makes the following claim : As I am informed it iscndcaa- 
ary to' allow the mrgcoii Bs. 4 for the care of each soldier brought fnm 
liinglniul, 1 Iwg you will be plp.T-cd to order i>ayment for thirty-tW 
brouglit in the UariUeiche in whic'h ship I acted as surgeon.® Simihrlj 
on the 5tli November 1754, Sir, W. D.svip, surgeon of the Jrarvkl 
■writes : 1 beg you will be plca’-'cd to order me tbe payment of tk 
usual bead-money for tliirty-scvcn soldiers and gtilleyincn delivered hae 
from on board the sliip iro> trtcA-.* On the above claims the lolloni^ 
oitlcr was passed; Tlie surgeons of tbe J/orfiiii'r/.'o and llaittui ] 
applying by letter Cor the usual aliowjiuco of head-money on Iherccniia 
landed from those ships. Government ordered it Iw p.aid as usual.* 

'J he following calculate mncic in .Tammry 1755 shows the chargtsd 
clothing a Swiss soldier conformable to tbe agreement entered into 
behvccu their agents in Bnglnnd and the Honourable Companj'® : 
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In March 1755 the Court intimate thedcsjmtcliof about 100 reemils, 
seven of them Swiss, for the military at Bomba}'.' 

Referring to the survey of the cannon carriages .and military 
stores by Sir J. Foulis in 17 53, the Court obseiTC in their letter of the 26th 
March 1755 : It appears to us by tluj survey of all the Ciinnon mounted 
or dismounted in tiie scYoral parts of the island nj-adc by Sir James 
Foulis, with tho assistance of Captain DcPunck and Captiiin Cameron, 
tliat many of the gun carriages arc bad and sixty-sovon good guns arc 
dismounted. "Wb have for two years past sent you our directions for 
mounting all your artillery. We now enforce them by ordering j'on 
to finish die same with tlie utmost despatch in the most effectual manner 
you can by giving a workmanlike repair to all the old carriages, and 
making as many new ones as shall bo necessary, ns the safety of the 
island greatly depends upon tlio condition of your .artillery.® 

In tlic same letter on tijo subject of barracks the Court write ; IVc 
observe by your Consultations that by making a small altcVation in 
your barracks Avhich would be attended with little expen.^o, they would 
contain about eighty men more tlian they then did, and tliat you had 
^ven directions for the said alterations accordinglv. \Vc approve of the 
step and empower you to make such further alteuations and additions to 
tuesa’d barracks m the most frugal imiinor as you shall judge nocc.»s!iry 
for the accommodation of tins military. Wc are sensible of (ho 

or wantof proper quarters. Wo Uicrcforc direct in the first place tliat 

whicw\n?rT“Ti “ ^>os.sil)lo in tho hnrnicks 

which we have directed and now repeat our directions for enhu-o-ing 

the barSf ori * T lie accommodated in 

As reprds a provision for ilio relief of tlie widows of militarv m..., 

Court write: Wc ar*o very 
•? .Pension should be made for tlie relief of the widows df 
iju • officers as are left in indigent circumstances ♦ ns 

i sick wounded, .and disabled officore, .and private men upon 

to von ®®.^Wishraent. We therefore most eaniestly rccommciul it 

clinii officer and nrirato 

Wspay according to his r?nk S 
be in concert witli our principal and otlier officers mav 

settle the same to tho general satisfaction of the whole 

1752°- 176g!° 245?”‘^''^ para 2, Pub. Dop, Court’s Loiters Vol. 4 at 

1762° 1756 para 83, Pub. Dop. Court’s Letters Vol. 4 at 

1765 p.atas 84, 142. Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vel. 4 
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hocly. Among otlior good efToctf. a fund will prevent the application of 
many unliappy objects whom we knoAv not how to relieve, as Kwng no 
fund for such purposes. You are liorehj' directed to send us a vm* 
ptarUcular account of your proceedings in coiueqncncc of this rcconl- 
jnendation.' 

Ontlic 20th Maich VifiTi the Court direct the follom’ng changes in 
the military armngemcnt.s introduced in 1748 : The military comjaniR 
are too large and are not agrcciihlc to the military regulations. IVe 
therefore think it for our scrnce and accordingly direct that yon form 
four new cotnp.an’cs to ho ofllccrcd hy the gentlemen who have been 
t-ent out to snececd to the first vacancies as cajitains licnlcnanls and 
ensigns, 'lliat the non-cominission ofiicers and private men for the sa'd 
four companies he draughted out of the old companies. And wc jKisi- 
lively direct tliat all the companies at your Presidency, ns well the old 
as the now ones, be ns equal ns possible in the nnmlicr of Europeans, 
Alostics, Topnsscs, and others, and as nearly agreeable to our mditat)’ 
regulations of the year 1748 as may Ixj convenient in the present sitna- 
tion. Itcgarding clotliing the Court continne ; Wc iiis'st upon yoni 
cavofiillj* seeing that our military arc fiiirly dealt with in icgaid to I 
their clothing agreeable to the directions laid dorni in our military ] 
regulations of 1748, Imniig somo rcii«onsto believe the rcgulationshave 
not been attended to as they ought to have been.® 

In the same letter, 26th March 1755, on the subject of artillery, tk 
Coint. add ; Upon comparing the stale of your artillery company 
transmitted to ns by the Sathbvrj^ \ni\\ tiie directions given for the 
formation thereof in our general letter of the 14th March 1753, wc find 
the number of which it consists greatly exceeds our cstabHshmcnt, tk 
necessity of which, if any, ought to have been explained. In tk 
present situation of our affairs it may not, ns wo observed before with 
regard to our military companies, be prudent to reduce the number 
of artillery people too much. At tho same time, we would have them 
formed in a manner w'bich may be most useful to tho Company 
and agree.able to the constitution of His Majesty's artillery. We 
hereby order and direct that, in pursuance of our said commands of 
the 14lh March 1753, instc.ad of the establishment of that corps tluW 
companies of artillery be established consisting of the following officers 
and private men, who .are to be all Europeans and with tlie pay here- 
under mentioned, namely ; 

Each of tho said three companies is to consist of a Captain at £200 ' 
a year, one Captain-Lientenant at £100 10s, a year, one First 
Lieutenant at £100 a year, ono Second Lieutenant at £90 a year, 
three Lieutenant Fire-workers at 3 b. a day, three Serjeants at 2s. a day, 
throe Corporals at Is. 8d. a day, eight Bombardiers at Is. 6d. a day, 
twenty Gunners at Is. 4d. a day, sixty-four Matrosses at Is, a day, 
two Drummers at Is. a day. " 
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AA'e further direct that neither of the said three companies do exceed 
tlie bcforementioned number of officers and private men. 

The non-commission officers and private men belonging to the 
present artiller^’^ company are to be equally divided between the said 
three companies. Captain Jacques de Punek is to command the first 
company, Captain Gilbert Carter the second company, and Captain 
Richard Galliard the third. The two first mentioned gentlemen are 
now at Bombay, and the third, whom we have chosen for that purpose, 
proceeds thither on one of these ships. The other officers of the said 
t Ijrce companies are to be appointed out of the present company accord- 
ing to their rank and you are to make up all deficiencies of officers with 
such persons as you shall find qualified, giving preference to the officers 
sent from hence, who are not otherwise provided for. 

So many private men as shall be wanted to complete the said 
artillery companies are to be draughted out of the ten old military 
companies and the English recruits sent yon this season. 

The regulations and rules laid down in our former establishment 
of the 17th June ITdiS are to continue in force so far as is consistent 
Arith this new establishment.^ 

Referring to the remarks and orders contained in the Courtis letter 
of the ifith March 1755 regarding the clothing of the troops. Sir James 
Poulis writes the following letter to Government, ISth December 
1755: Our Honourable Masters, in their letter of the 26th March 
1756 by 3rngon, paving been pleased to express a dissatisfaction at 
the first company of infantry being more numerous than the* others, 
which may he so interpreted as if I had done something unwarrantable 
for my own private advantage, I beg leave to state the case fairly and 
lay my own conduct in that particular before the Board. At my 
arrival on the island in August 1753, the immediate command of the 
firafc company being given to me, can there be any question whether 
I had not an undoubted right to take charge of the same in the manner . 
it was delivered to me. But as I perceived it was stronger than 
the other companies .1 never made even the smallest addition to it, as 
will appear hy the enclosed abstract in which the proportionable 
sti'cngth of the companies is set down as they were at my arriATil on 
the island and afterwards when the Dragon aiTived in September 1755. 
By this abstract it is evudent I increased the numbers in the other 
companies, while I suffered my own to diminish. From the enclosed 
abstract of the state of the companies from the year 17 43 to the time 
of my taking charge of the first company, it will appear that the first 
company always had a far greater proportionable superiority of numbers 
during that time than it has had since. This was perfectly well known 
to our Honourable Masters from the returns annually sent home, 
and also known to me at the time 1 was entering into their service. 
It was also one of my inducements for engaging in the service, 
as I could not he ignorant of the profits arising from the clothing 


> Court to Bombay 2eth March 1753 paras 146-150, Pub. Den. Court’s Letters 
Vol. 4 of 1752 -1756,235 -237. 
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a greater or le-^s number o£ men. I hope neither my Honourable 
Employers nor your Honour will infer from what I have said on this 
head that I mean to find the least fault with their late orders in respect 
to the reducing this company. On the contriiry, you will do me 
the justice to testify that I showed the greatest readiness at putting 
their orders in execution ; and the first of the new companies that 
was formed, 1 did it by reducing my own. But as their order in this 
respect is attcuded bj* a very considerable diminution of the advantage 
I had just reason to expect the continuance of, I hope neither my 
Honourable Masters nor your Honour will think me unreasonable in | 
e.xpccting an equivalent consideration in nnothor shape for what is so 
evidcntlj’ taken from me in this. I therefore bog your permission to 
apply to the Honourable Company for that purpose, and if it he judged 
projier also your mentioning it in my favour. But though I doubt 
not upon a fair representation and consideration of the equity of my 
request they will grant me duo redress, yet that redress cannot !« 
given till two years hence. I therefore hope it will not be thought too 
presuming that I now take the liberty to apply to your Honour in 
such redress in the interim as may bo judged equitable. I cannot omit 
once more referring to tho enclosed abstract of the slate of the Honour- 
able Company’s military from the year 1743, as it appears thereby 
that former commanding oflieors, who for their own private advantage 
increased their own company, have been permitted to reap all advan- 
tages from it, while I who have acted in a contrarj' manner, by 
increasing tho other companies and suffering m 3 ’ own to diminish, have 
the half of that company' taken from mo In the ISSnd paragraph of 
tho Compan 3 ’’s commands by JDraf/oit, they' arc pleased to inform us 
that it is their intention that their artillery' companies should be clothed 
by their resiicclivo captains and not by the major, IIow necessary 
tins paragraph may' have been at other settlements, I know’ not } bnt 
I hope my' conduct in particulars of this nature is such as to render 
that information needless at Bombay, and that it is sufficiently' liniwn 
to your Honour that I never protended to draw any profit perquisite or 
advantage from the artillery company in this or any other shape. In 
the 143vd paragraph it is said that the clothing of the Honourable 
Company’s troops does not seem to have been attended to as it ought to 
have been. 'I'liis coneems me not personally’ ; because at the only time the 
troops have been clothed since my coming to India, I was by permission 
and approbation of your Honour at Aladras. But that our Honourable ' 
Masters may be truly infomed of tho state of this affair, I bc"’ leave < 
through your channel to lay before them a short account of llTe cave 
taken in the method of clothing the troops as it has been practised 
here. The calculation ,of the quantity of cloth requisite for each man 
was made in the year 1748 by the late Mr. Sewell, tW military pay'- 
master, and as he could hiwe no advantage from it he could have no 
inducement to impose^ on the Honourable Company or on either officers 
or soldiers in that article. Before the cloth is received from the tvare- 
house, the quantity indented for is subscribed to by tho. military 
paymaster who has the muster rolls of each company vouched by the 
Honourable the President, or_Seeond, the eoiumauding officer, and 
himself the said paymaster, who has always been looked upon as a check 
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on thino-s of that kind and can have no advantage in allowing one 
inch of’cloth more than is requisite. The nature and price of the 
cloth stands on record in warehouse and on the general books. The 
patterns are approved by the' Honourable the President, and every 
body sees that the men have received their new clothes at the appointed 
time. The stoppages are not arbitrary, but such as were settled many 
3 'ears ago by the Governor and Council, and are not made by tlie 
ofGcers Uiemselves, but stopped in the hands of the paymaster; and 
the method is near the same at Tellicherrj’^ and Anjeugo. Prom this 
account of the circumspection used to prevent any fraud in that 
article, I hope our Honourable Masters will be convinced that this 
point in general has not passed without being settled with a good deal 
of attention. I have indeed observed there is some unexactness in 
respect to the clothing given and the stoppages made from the artillery 
companies, some differences in the accounts of soldici's relieved from 
subordinate settlements, and a great deal in the accounts of those lately 
returned from Madras. This has not proceeded from any ill intention 
in those concerned, but from these three reasons: ^l) The changes' 
' lately made id ike jtay and estahliskmezii o£ tho artillery compauies, 
which has been altered twice in two years. (2) The situation of the 
suboidinate settlements and the seasons in which ships usually go there 
from hence, by which cloth could not always be conveniently sent 
for clothing the troops there at the same tinae they are clothed at 
Bombay, (d) Prom the different methods of clothmg and making 
the stoppages practised at the different Presidencies. 1 therefore jiro- 
pose with permission from 3 '-our Honour soon to lay before the Board 
and submit to your judgment a scheme and proper calculate for such a 
method of clothing the troops as may prevent all inconvonionces for 
the future, and seems the nearest to reconcile those three points — oquit 3 ' 
to the soldiers, a reasonable profit to the Captains, and the advantao-e 
of the Honourable Company's service. 

In connection with this letter from Sir James Fonlis abstracts were 
prepared which show the strength of the different companies from 174 3 
to 1756. The details are 


Infantry Companies on Bombay, 174S-175S, 


Companies. 

1743. 


1745. 

1740. 

1747. 

1743. 

1749, 

mo. 

1761. 

1763. 

1735. 

First Company... 
Second I>Uto ... 
Third Ditto ... 

Fourth Ditto ... 
Fifth Ditto ... 

Sixth. Ditto 

104 

103 

177 

17ft 

181 

114 

aoo 

\7i 

174 

175 
170 

106 

314 

104 

176 

177 
177 

102 

164 

03 

330 

187 

162 

10(5 

91 

825 

183 

IQt 

177 

348 

213 

105 

.US 

303 

135 

2IG 

200 

808 

207 

100 

20^ 

13S 

206 

813 

2U5 

104 

204 

205 
200 

.{3S 

223 

217 

327 

213 

208 


xi: J lames ouiis isarc. major, being dnlv considered 

on the 23rd December 1755, and also his request for comuensation on 
rf the red..ti„„ ta th. etr^gth \e hie La^r’thf 
^re^ to lefer Sir J ames s request for an equivalent to ^ei^Honoutable 
Masters determination, and notice to them his readiness in executing 
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their oiiJcrs by first reducing his own company, being satisfied he has 
rather lessened the number than otherwise, and did not receive any 
advantage in respect to the artillery wlio have liem clothed by their 
own captains. Sir James was also dedre I to deliver in lii'* jiroposal 
for regulating any iiiconxcnieni'C reg.arding the artillery clothing.* 

On receipt of Sir James Foulis’ report of NovcmlxT 17.33 on the 
Bombay ordnance, the Court write to Bombay on the Hist March 
1756: It appears by the letter of Sir James I’oulis hid borore yon 
under date the 2ind Novcinljer 17*53, together with Ids state of 
the ordnance in the Castle, on the town wall, and in the oiu-forts, that 
the cannon mortar and other ordnance arc amply sufficient for the 
defence of the island. tVo have tlierefore not complied with that 
put of your military indent. And ns lluit indent was fnimcl in the 
absence *o£ .Sir James Foulis we shall not tliinl: of sending any, until 
wo have Sir James's second report ns mentioned in his s.iid letter.' 

A commitlec appointed to ascertain the slate of the gun carriages 
delivered the following repot t ou the 8lh June 1756: .Agreeable to 
an order in Council of tlic iSth ultimo, wo proceeded on a suricy 
of the gnn cairiagcs round the town walls taking to our asdstanco 
Captains Caincion and Fimck willi llirji the c.ar|>enlcr. IVc find th: 
condition of the gnn c.irriages to he ns folloivs. Of twenty-five car- 
riages on the l*ier-he:id battery and on the Hoyal, Marlborough, 
Stanhope, Moor, Banian, Prince's, and Mdiuhi bastions, nineteen arc 
unscriiceablc and sis. though out of order can he repaired* Of the 
unserviceable can wges the irtm work seems good, but part of it will 
not answer to Iho now carriages without soinc alleratinn, as many of 
them haao been made on improiicr models.' 

On leading the above the Board onlcrcd ou the Stli Juno 175G 
that the military storekeeiicr repair and make as many new carriages 
as arc necessary.* 

The increase in the number of olficcre which forme*! part of the 
1755 airangcmciits again raiced the question of accommodation. A 
Consultation of the 2nd January 1756 records: Bead n petition from 
sundry military officers desiring quarters or an allowance on that 
account. Ordered tlut the land paymaster report how many he can 
neoommodato in any rooms which maj’ he vacant.' 

A further entry at the close of the year (lOUi December 1756) * 
shows that tho paymaster's efforts wero not successful. As the 
intended additional fortifications or works cannot be completed 
for a very considctnbic time till when it will not be in onr power 
to build barracks and as wo cannot get quarters for some of the 


‘ Bom. Gov. Conniltntioo 23nl Deo 1765, Tub. Diary 2S of 1753, 49.1, 
s Court to Bombay 3Ut March 1750 paiu 40, l»nb. Dep. Court's Letters Vol. A “of 
1762-1760,206. ^ . 

>Of tho nineteen nnscrviceablc guns, tliroo woro ?2-paun<lcrs, five 18*j)oumtois, 
nine O-pouudots, and two C-pounders. Of tlic six rcpairablo eaai,jSoar nero, 
18-poundors, one 0-pouoder, and ono C-potindcr. Pub. Diary 29 of 1700. 242. 

« Pub. Diary 8tli Juno 1766 Vol, 20 of 1760, 211} - 242. 

*Pnb.l}l;^'2n^Jau. 176GVol.29of 1766,^^^ ^ 
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military officers, it is vesolveA in obedience to our llonouiablo Masters’ 
commands o£ the 26tli March 1755, that from the 1st instant wo 
make officers, for whom no quarters .are available, an allowance at the 
rate of Bs. 20 a month for a captain and Rs. 10 a month for a subal- 
tem.‘ 

Under indents for arras the following reference occurs in the Court 
of Directors^ letter of the 4th May 1757 i Yon indent for three 
thousand sepoys’ firelocks but omit to inform ns vrhat sort of arms 
those people are furnished witli. Wc therefore send you fifteen 
hundred with bayonets of the same pattern as those we send to St. 
Helena, which are four inches shorter in the barrel, and mnoh lighter 
for carriage than common firelocks. The other fifteen hundred aro 
the same as those used in the sea service without ba 3 'onets.- 

In 1757, in consequence of a report tbat the French wore likely to 
attempt a landing on the island, at a Consultation of the 6tb August 
tiie Baird ordered the Trivmpl prahm to be fitted and stationed in 
Mdbim biiy or wherever else she may prove most serviceable.^ 

On the same date (Stli Angust), in consequence of a letter from 
Sir James Foulis drawing attention to the serious decrease in 
the available strength of the Bombay garrison, the Board rccmtl 
the following cntiy : Sir James Poub's, Bart,, Major, assuring us 
tbat he has found from comparing the present state of tlio garrison 
with that in the year 1746 that there aro upwards of 200 militarj' 
and *2000 sepoj's less on the island now than at that time, the mains 
of increasing our forces with the greatest cxpctlition is taken into 
conridcration. Being of opinion that considering our friendship 
with the Manlthds a detachment may safely bo w'ithdrawn from Port 
Victoria and Surat, it is resolved that the Superintendent prepare 
the Brake ketch for transporting the Fort Victoria troops hither as 
soon as possible. Also, seeing Surat is at peace, that we prepare the 
Sncccis Ketch and that w'e write the Chief and Factors at Surat to hold 
their detachment in readiness for being embarked. Further tbat the 
Chief at Surat be directed with all expedition to enlist irp to 2000 of 
such able inilitarj’ people as they can procure in Surat and the adjacent 
country ^viug preference to Turks Arabs and Rajputs, and enter- 
taining a proportionable number of each rather than the wiiolc 


'Bom. Oor. Consultation lOth Dec. 175C, Pub Diary 20 of liCC, SoO. 

- Pub. Pep. Court’s T/stters Vol, 5 of 1757- 17G1, 21. 

’Pub. DUry 30 of 1707, 299. 300. Sec also Bombay Totth Materials, I. 31C-.118. 
Tnc aecoinpanying French Maps of tho Port urnl of tho Island uf Bombay, obtained 
. 1 ^*^^** i*** of Mr. G. "W. Forrest, Ollicer in charge of 
the Ucconlsof the Gorcmmciit of India, seem to owe their existence, tlioFort Mop to 
IiM invasion and the Island Map to a similar scheme aboutjtcn years later, 
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Blioiild consist of any jwiiicnlar country. We must leave it to their 1 
discretion whcUtcr it will bestnnstrer for them to settle the pay nith 
each individual or agree with every snbhcddr for raising his compaBy 
at certain rates. But at the same time to observe what were tk 
medium pay provisions and charges allowed to such forces as were 
onlistcd in Surat in 1746. Tho men engaged should, if possible Le 
accustomed to tho use of arms. But whether acoustomed or not they 
must be forwardctl before the close of the ensuing season.* 

Towards tho close of tho same J'car, tire 12lb December 1757, 

Sir James Foulis proj>osed that tho free grant of arrack to the soUicts 
be discontinued and that tho sum thus saved !» appropriated to biiildiiig 
barracks and improving provisions. The Diary of tho 13th Deoeinlcr 
records the following letter from Sir James Fonlie : It has long ken 
the custom to give every day to each European soldier a glass of arnck 
in tho fair season and double that quantity during the rains. This 
was an act of great humanity and boncficial to Ibo ,mon at tlio^ time 
it was first granted as it was not then allowrf to retail spirits in 
town so that all the men on duty must othenviso have had nolhinw 
but water to drink, and, at other times, if they abused the liberty of 
going out of town, Iho keeping' •them within tho gates necessarily 
obliged them to sobriety. Since it has boen judged more for the 
advantage of the Ilonourahlc Company to |)crinit the retailing of 
spirits in town, tho reason why arrack was given to tho soldiers ccaas. 
Few rest content with the quantity allowed them. And when they 
have drunk.it, they also furnish themselves nt tho next shop or punch 
houso with as much more ns they arc able to purchase, 1 find that 
tlio price of tlio arrack given to the soldiers in 1751, 1755, and 1756 
amounts at a medium to Bs. 12,896-1-83 each year. I am persuadw 
that if this sum were laid out in building ljarrock.s and finding provi- 
sions it would bo move for tho service of tlic Honourable Conunu}’ by 
contributing to the health discipline and good bclwviour of the men. 
At a Consultation, on tho 1 3f Ji Dcccral>cr, the consideration of this 
subject was deferred until llio arrival of tho e.xpected ships from 
England,® 

In the same year (1757) tho Court cmpowcrcfl'thc Bombay Govern- 
ment to jwy the military either weekly inontlily or .at any other ^ 
suitable periods. They write on the 4th Slaj' 1757 : As we find 
monllily payments arc mow satisfactory to the raililary than weekly^, 
ones, we give you leave to dispense with our orders in this respect, and 
henceforward you ate to pay tliein at such periods as 3 'ou sliall be of 
opinion will be most useful and convenient to thorn.® 

On receipt of this letter tho Bombay Govcrniucnt xiassed the follow- 
ing orders on tho 10th January 1758; Our Honourable Masters 
Laving permitted ns to pay tho military in such manner as wo judge 
may be most usefaf to them, and the inconveniences attending their 
being paid weekly, being considered, which we aro sensible prevents 
their being able to lay ont their money so much to advantage as when 


1 Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 299 - 300. » Pub. Di.iry 30 of 1757, 458 159. 

*Pab. Dcp. Oourt’a hottcra Vol. 6of 1757-li(il^37, * 
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Ihey receive it only monthly, besides occasioning a more general Chap^ V/t 
drunkenness among them, it is resolved that they be all paid monthly BCilitaty- 
as heretofore, except the Swiss company who must be paid daily 
conformable to their contract; and that all disputes or disturbances 
may be avoided, the Major must order an officer to attend at the office 
to see them paid accordingly.^ 

In 1 7 57, perhaps in consequence of the eonsiderabl o number of officers 
recently brought from England, disenssionand friction arose regarding 1767, ' 

the relations between the military officers and the covenanted pivil 
servants of the Company. To settle the question in dispute at a Consul- 
tation of the 7th June 1757 the Board rccoidcdthe following remarks 
and orders : We hear the military iu general liavc lately started many 
idle objections and make a doubt whether tiiey ought to obey the orders 
of the Honourable Company's covenanted servants at any of their 
settlements in case of tlie death or absence of the Chief though in such 
case the senior servant must necessarily for the time being bo invested 
with the same position. Agreeable to tbe constitution and invariable 
rules of tbe semce and in order to prevent the ill consequences which may 
accrue from the military entertaining an}' notion of their independency 
on such occasions and to confirm and enfoiuctho established rules of the 
service, we resolve that an order be issued to the Major by the authority 
of this Boar-d requiring all the military and artillery in Uro Honourable 
Company’s service now on tho island, of what rank or denomination 
soover, to obey all such orders as they may at any time receive from the 
eldest covenant seiwant in standing at any of tho Honourable Company's 
sottlemcnts in case of tbe death or absence of the Chief or other person 
appointed to ti'ansaot there affair's at those settlements. And though 
wc have not any reason to imagine the marine entertain any such 
scruples, the like or'der must be given to the Superintendent respecting 
that corps as well as transmitied to the subordinates by the fii-st 
conveyance.® ' 

Regarding the above order the Court of Directors wrote to Bombay 
on tbe 5th July 1758 : The order you issued upon the 8th June 1757 
was unnecessary and improper. It was before never doubted that the 
troops in our pay were subject to the orders and directions of oar 
President and Council and by necessary gradation to those of the Chief 
and Factors at the subordinates and in the absence of the Chief to tho 
^senior covenanted servant who should happen to be upon the place. By 
"■this we would be understood to mean that the person appointed by you 
to succeed to the ehiofship is always to be deemed to bo tho senior cove- 
nanted servant though there may happen to be at that place otiicrs of 
longer slnnding in our service, whereas the issuing of a particular order 
upon this occasion might carry with it tiio appearance of a novelty and 
tiiat you were introduoing an obligation to which our military were not 
before liable. 

In the same letter the Court add : By the Charter of King William Company’s 
and by that of the 26tli of his present Majesty, the East India Com- 

* " ■ ' ' — I ■ ■■ 

- S'*'’’ Jan. 1768. Ptib. Diary 31 of 1758. 11. 
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paiiy liavc power to mko peace and war, tomamlara and keep Etanding 
forccH, and in time of war or open Iiostility lo enforce martiil Jaw, 
There luiving l)ccn eomc douhtn with rcsjKict to the construction of tlw 
words time of wnroroi*cn hostilitj', and it being like wise ncccssai}' for 
the safety of the Compan}''a settlements to have at all timcE a sLniuling | 
force, and there l)eing no prorision for exercising martial law in time 
of peace, and discipline being essential to the keeping milibiry forces in 
order ns well in peace ns in war, to obviate all the doubts tltat Icvl liccn 
niiscd to former powers, tho East India Company applied to Parliament 
and obtained tlto present hlutiny Act tluit the forces in tlicir par miglil 
in time of ixsacc ns well ns in war be subject to the Siimc discipline and 
liable to the like methods of trial and punishment for the like offences ns 
the King's troops were iieforc Itnblo to by law. This was not done by 
way of indulgence to the Company's forces or to dm]X3nso with any of tm 
ohligalieiis tlicy were before subject lo or anyways to make them less 
dependent on the Company than they were beforo. On the contrary it - 
Wits with a view to establish a lcg:d and regular mctliod of trial and 
punishment instead of the uncertain and irregular way they ivcre in 
before and lo comiiel and enforce from tlicir own troops a strict obedienre 
to tbc Companj''e orders and to punish tliem for their neglect or dis- 
oiicdiciicc by Uio methods and in tho manner prcscrilicd by that Act. 
In consequence of this Act Ilis Majesty by’ bis Sign Afanual empowered 
the Court of Directors by a Commission under the Comimny's Ecal to 
authorize you our Governor and^ Council to issue j'our wai-rants for 
holding of courts martial as occasion should require for carrying tie 
Act into execution. 'Pho manj^ment of all tho Compimy's affaire 
civil and military by their constitution vct,ts in tbc Court of Directors. 
And the Court of Directors invest their President and Council at their 
several Presidencies with tlicir absolute power (under tho orders of the 
Court of Directors). In like manner tlicir President and Council issue 
tlicir ordore and delegate their antliority’ to the OJiicf, and, in bis alroncc, 
to sucli other of the Comi)anj''8 covenant tervants at the siihoidinatc 
settlements as they’ from time to time think fittest to Ijo intrusted with 
the (siixs and management of tho Comi}any’'B affairs at those places. 
Tho juililaiy ofliccra and soldiers in our pay arc therefore equally liable 
to all such orders os they may receive from y’ou and from the Chief for 
the time being or otiicr person you bliall appoint lo act in the absence 
of such Chief at any of tlio subordinates, and tlioy’ are to execute all such 
orders and commands as siiall be so transmittod to thorn absolutely and; 
implicitly. All sucli orders arc lawful orders and arc to bo considered 
and loolaed upon as lawful by all our officers and they' are by the 
Mutiny Act and articles of w’ar punbbablc for their neglect or 
disobedient. Nor is it by any moans left to the consideration .or 
dctcnninalion of our offieere, nor are they at all at liberty’ to consider 
the purport of such orders- further than to obey them. TJiis is a matter 
of grave consequonco to the Company. Without 'such suboidination 
the entertaining of military forces would be useless and dangerous. It 
would 1)0 transferring tho government and direction of the Compaiiy’/s. 
settlements and property into the hands of the military. We cannot' 
relax or dispense with this condition. We require your strictest atten-' 
tion to it and for that purpose we do order and direct you upon, mcoipl 
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of this to ticquainfc all the military officers in our pay with these our 
Fcntamonts, and tluit you do ask cacli of them Avhetlior tlioy are willing 
to continue in our service upon these terms.^ If any of them refuse 
to-dcclare their submission thereto, you arc, without distinction of mnk 
or person, instantly to dismiss and disdiargo from our serv'ice every 
such officer who shall not explicitly signify his suh^ssion to these our 
oidere. And let tlio officers yon do dismiss he sent home at our expense 
by the first ships that shall afterwards sail from your settlement. If in 
futum any officers of om- forces shall refuse to iiay all due obedience to 
5 'our orders and to tbo orders of sueb as act under you, we do require 
and order you to dismiss and discharge from our service and send home 
every such officer, and to fill up the vacandos vvitb such other persons 
as you shall think proper, always taking cate and strictly olisemug 
that your actions do not proceed from any partiality rosentment or 
private view to advance another into the place of the person you so 
discharge.* 

On receipt of this letter tlie Bombay Governmont, on the 24;tb April 
1759, passed the following orders: Having summoned Major hlncc 
and all the military and artillery officcra on the island who are not on 
immediate duty, the commands of onr Honouinblo Masters concorning 
thorn, under the 5th J ul}' last, are mad to them by the Secretary and they 
arc severally asked by the President whether they arc willing to continue 
in the service on those terms. As the officers unanimously agree 
thereto, the Secretary is directed to deliver an attested copy of the para- 
graphs to the Major tliat ho m-aj' publish tliom to the rest of the 
officers on the island. It is also ordered tliat the same must bo trans- 
mitted to all the subordinates with our-next advices.® 

IMajor hlacc communicated these orders to such of the military and 
artillery officers on tho island as could not attend tlio above Council 
and reported to Governmont that they all declared their readiness to 
continue in tho sorvice on the terms mentioned in tho Court's letter.® 

Perliaps in consequence of the haste with w'hich recruits were coK 
Iccted in 1757, certain of the companies were allowed provisions and 
oihere were not. AVith tho object of placing all on the same footing 
tlio Bomlray Dtery of the 5th June 1759 records; Tire eight comiwnies 
of sepoys enlisted hero who arc allmved provisions occasion an oxtm-* 
ordinary charge to our Honourable Masters. It is therefore ordered 
^ that unless they null for the future servo on tho same terms as our 
other sepoys tlio provisional Commandant immediately discharge tliom 
and that our established companies of sopoys !» completed by him so 
that the present twenty companies bo reduced to eight of the ostahlisli- 
od immljcr and the supernumerary officers whoso pa 3 '^ amounts to 
Bs. 16,000 a year be paid off agreeable to a regulation now presented 
by tbo President.* A statement w'hicli accompanies this entry shows 


Chapter VI.' 
Military. 


Company's 
ronors, - 
1708. 


Foot! Allow.aiico. 
1759 » 


> Court to Bombay Bth July 1758, reirns 
5ofl757-17GI, 129-1.72. 


16, 19-24, Pub. Dcp. Com Vs Letters S'ol. 




134 


BOMBAY TOWN 


(Usteiiea] 


Chapter VL 
Military. 


Food 

Allowiiiico, 

17Cl>. 


, .Sepoy 
llcguintiiius, 
1750, 


that the slrcnglli oE tlio twenty companies varied from forty-time to 
one hundred and fourlcon and that the total of the whole force includeil 
21 sahhcd&fs, 4^0 jamleddrs, 16 sabn ms, JOl Juivdlddra, 300 n<Ukt, 

39 cotour-bcarcre, 16 tmmiietcrB, 20 bhdlddrs, and 1102 sepoj’B. 
Instead of this the revised scheme provided for each of eight companies, 1 
except that the first company had two tjtibhcthira, an uniform strength 1 
of one attblicddr, two jamleddra, one snhnia, five havdUdra, five niih, I 
one colour-hearer, one trami>ctcr, one bhalddr, nnd^ 150 scpoj’B.' The • 
rates of monthlj' pay of the diifcrcut grades were, siibhednr Its. 20, 
jamleddr Its. 13, havdlddr Es. 64, ndik Its. 44, and sepoy Es. 4.* 

In Octoher 1759 Major Fraser snhmitted the follon’ing Sepoy 
Eogulaiions for the approral of Government : AgrMablc to your onler 
I send you the sepoy regulations for your approhation. 1 beg leave to 
remark that though the Company at tliis time pays uinvatds of 2300 
sepoys .at alwul Es. 1'1,000, if 51)1) topoj's wore wanted for inunetliate 
service it would Ijc imiwssihlc to have them without stripping every 
])ost of the wliole serviceahlo numlicr of sepoys belonging to tlie islantl. 
The proposed cslahlislaucnt is to have 1500 sepoys compleie, regulated 
disciplined aud paid in the same m.anncr as they arc upon the coast and 
in Bengal. With this numlicr the sepoy duty of tliis island will, upon all 
occasions, ho done in a soldier-like manner. If any emergency: should 
require it, wo sluill lie able to march 1000 sepoys complete into the field, 
well disciplined, which on real service W'ill be found to answer better than 
five times the number of the irregular sort w'c now have. At the same 
time we shall liavc 500 left for the garrison or other different posts or 
to reinforce those in the field, should it he found necessary. The whole 
expense of this complete body of troops will not amount to Es. 10,000 
a month agreeable to the folloning abstract of sepoy pay: One 
aabheddr at Es. 30, three yamdrfdrs at Es. 15 each, six havdlddra at 
Bs. 9 each, seven nnika at Rs. 7 each, and 108 sepoys at Es, 6 each, total 
Rs. 826 a month. Twelve companies complete the establishment. Thus 
our sepoy force will be more formidable than at present and the expense 
reduced at least Rs. 4000 a month,® 

On reperusing the above regulations, at a Consultation on the 30th 
October, the Bo.nd observe : Kepenised Major Fraser's proposal for 
making a regulation among the sepoys. In regard to this we concur 
that the sepoys belonging to tbe out-offices or who are necessary' to 
attend the several members as justices of the peace, the arrack and 
tobacco farmers and other people who have ahvays been allowed / 
sepoy's and are entitled thereto, arc not sepoys to be depended on in a 
military capacity. On tbe contrary that they should be made a distinct 
corps and their pay charged after the same manner which lias beeii 
observed with respect to the sepoys attending the out-ofiiees ever since 
1752, the expense of which has been just tlie same as though they bad 
been included in the muster roll. Resolved, therefore, that all sepoys 
employ'cd in the manner abovementioned be formed into a separate 


JStatementin Pub. Diiuy 32 oMTM.W?- ®Pnb. DiniySS of 1759, e2/-2S. 
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corps for the future. And that a body of 500 sepoys and their officers be 
likewise formed and kept under a regular and strict discipline m oi-der 
to whicli it is Tccommcndcd to Major Fraser to complete tl?p't number 
w'ith such of the Bombay sepoys as he may judge best quabficdj, paying 
a regard to those having families on the island. This we hold in the liglit 
of a trial, as we are sensible that the Arabs and some otlior mcrcenarics^we 
now have will not depart from their own discipline, so that wc think 500 
will "be a sufficient number to select at present. _ The abstract of pay 
annexed to Major Fraser’s proposal far exceeds what is allowed our 
sepoys. Considering this and that it will hereafter he extremely difficult 
to reduce any advauce we may now make ; also dooming Rs, .3 and two 
pfiards of latty to the sepoys a month and tlie officers proportionabl)'- an 
advance of a quarter part more tlian their present pay, a sufficient encour- 
agement fortheirserving in aingular mannerconformahle to Major Fraser’s 
plan j it is agreed that the military paymaster pay them accordingly,^ 
Major - Fraser next recommended the cstablislunent of a grenadier 
company and represented that it might bo formed from the troops ivitliout 
occasioning any extraordinary expense to tlio Company. At their 
Consultation on the fJtli December 1 739 the Board ordered him to set 
about the forming of such a company." 

On obsenung Sir James Foulis* scheme for building barracks until 
savings from arrack money the Court write to Bombay on the 25lh April 
1759 ; Wo desire you ^viU reconsider Sir James Foulis’ scheme entered 
on your Consultation the 13tli Deoomher 1757, for building the liarracics 
at little or no expense to us. If, as seems evident, the soldiers will lie 
well satisfied witli the conditions, we can see no just reason why the 
scheme should not be carried into execution. The cutting oil the 
great expense of drams may be a future saving to the soldiers for many 
valuable pui-poses. Wo therefore direct that the building of tlipse 
barracks be Uo longer protracted, for it is impossible but wliat is material 
to bo fortified must bo finished before this reaches you.® 

On receipt of this letter the Bombay Government on the 30th October 
1759 observe: Read Sir James Fonlis’ projiosals for building kirracks 
and laying in provisions for' the military at little or no expense to 
the Honourable Company, as entered after the Consultation on the 13lh 
Decerahev 1757, ivitli the paragraph of our address to the ironourable 
tlie Court of Directors relating thereto under tlie 8th April 1758 and 
their reply under tlie 25th April last; also ]\Iajor Fm-ser’s opinion 
thereon in Avhioh he represents the want of barracks and a proper 
market for the use of the militaiy, but disapproves the striking off the 
drams during tlifi present war and recommends building apartments for 
the officers. Taking tlie above into consideration wc continue to concur 
in the necessity of building baiTacks and proper apartments for the 
offioera, and that it would bo very improper to deprive the military of 
the drams they have been so long accustomed to at least during the 
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prcppnl war j and the oarpontcrs’ yard lifting jndgeil the fittest place 
for hiiilding onid barmchs and apart ments, it in resolved tliat tlicy bo 
built there ns soon ns possible .and the aarpentcri; removed elsewhere. 
I'Vr (his purpose Major Fniscr and SlesBrs. Byfcld and Ilomby, together 
with the principal engineer, aro appointed a committee for surveying the 
carirentcrs^ J'nrd, pitching on a projicr place for removing those worKmcn 
to, and delivering us a plan and estimate of the expense which my 
attend building the said barracks and apartments for the ofTiccrs.^ 

On iNfajor Fraser rcpre.scnting the opinion of the Committee on the 
20th Novemljcr 1769 the Board observe: Jfajor Fraser represents 
tlmt the committee appointed to survey the carpenters’ yard arc of 
opinion that it will boa proper place for building of barracks, hut that 
the principal engineer cannot siitllcicntly view the ground and draw ' 
n plan for the Inr racks without the yard and some of the Hononrahic 
Comp.any^s Intt y warehouses adjoining thereto Ircing cleared. Tlie war^ 
house-kcojHsr and land paynuistcr are therefore directed to comply therein 
as soon ns possible and the former to inquire whether any other ware- 
houses iwoiKsr for lodging grain arc to be procured.- 

Shorll)' after a pl.an of the barracks to be built w-as laid ^forc Govern- 
ment, who on the 18lh December 1750 referred it to Major Fraser and 
Messrs. Byfcld and Ilornhy and tho Principal Engineer to report their 
opinion of it.’ 

On receipt of tiro Committee’s report Government passed tho follo\ymg 
orders on tho 15th danunry 17C0: Bead a letter from tho committee 
appointed to carry on tho intended Ixirrncks proposing to convert the 
rarracks at present occupied by tho Kin^s detachment and the 
adjoining wardiouscs into barracks for tho Hononrahic Compan}’’s 
troops and apartments for the oQiccrs. For the reasons thoy give this 
proposal is approved, and suitable directions arc ordered to be given tl»c 
principal engineer and the now fortiheation paymaster for proceeding 
therein.^ 

In 1760 in connection with tho appointment of a fort or town 
major the Bomlny Diary of the 1 1th March records : Two aids- 
de-camp whoso pay is Its. 4 a day Imving Ismn appointed a few 
months ago on account of some disputes nbont seniority arising between 
Major Fraser and Captain Maitland, the President acquaints the Board 
ho has struck them off as deeming them no longer necessary. And the 
appointing a fort and town major bciilg judged very conducive to the 
good of tho military service, the same is agreed on at the rate of 
5 shillings or Bs. 2 a day os wo hear is allowed at Madras and 
Bengal.® 

Until 17G0 the topasscs were not enlisted for any certain tena of 
years. To remedy this defect Government on the 20tli May direct ; 
As wo tliink it a great Imrdship that topasses have never yet been 


* Bom, Gov. Consutt.vtion SOtli Got. 1759, Pnl), Diary 33 of 1759 616 
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re«nilarly entered for a cerlnin term of years, it is aptrecd lliat in ftilnrc 
they be cntcrcil for ten years or Midi certain lime ns flicy c;in l»o 
prevailed on to enlist in the service.' 

At a Consultation on tlic lOtb June 17G0 the l^rcrident laid l^-fore 
fbc Hoard a General Abstmet of tbc troop- on the idaiid. I In- under 
Tnfantrv, showed a total of 662, of whom 255 were natives, niul tiiifler 
Artillerv’ a total of 227, of whom 12S were natives. Of 16.* 2 fepoys 
661 arc shown as Sidis, ."iOB as listablished, 2a/ as Ambs, and as 
Old Snral. The details arc- : 
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In ;Marcli 1700 Jlajor Fraser, the oflicer in command, projwsed certain 
■ military reg-ulations. On takinty these proposals into consideration at 
, a CottBultation on the 11th Alnreh 1706 the Jlomlny Council oliiervc: 
AVitli respect to the payment of the troops for the rc.asons the Major 
Rives and as he declares ttiat all the Captains will Iw answerable to the 
llononrable Company for any dcJicicncy which may 011-110 thmuph 
fraud or ncgloct, it is agreed that the troop- l« jiaid rcRiiIarlv once a 
week by tlioir own Cai>t!iiiis ns' is practiswl nt l>olh the other IVc-i- 
dcncics and in all other garrisons. Confonnaldc (o this the mitilarv 
paymaster is directed to ndvanco tlioir pay for tliis month. 

AVith respect to a regular nvirkci for the soldiers in onlcr that 
they may he mc«Fcd together properly, it is ol>=ervcd that as the 
committee recommend onr iicccpting some proposals made liN*^ certain 
hnlclicrs for supplying the garri-on willi fresh meat (as entered after 
Cortsulbilion the 20th Noveinlwr 1750) the said btUelicts' propu-als are 
accejitcd. It is farther agreed that the Secretary get a joint and 
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separate bond executed by the butcbors, with a proper security ; that 
the military paymaster erect proper sheds £or serving out the meat; 
and that the barrackmaster his purvoes cooks and servants, be 
discharged conformable to the committee's report. The butchers* 
(lOth July 1759) peiiiion runs: Unless prevented by casualties or 
unavoidable accidents from the seizure of cattle on the otlrer side, your 
informants will engage by security bond during a term of five years to 
supply meat to the barracks for Cf pice the pound and sufier the penalty 
of Rs. 1000 on failure. But as there frequently remains meat after 
having served the barracks, the butchers humbly pray that they may 
Imve the liberty of selling the surplus for 8 pice the pound as one 
Fakru sells for 10 pice the pound. 

With respect to the regular and uniform clothing of the troops 
as at Madras and Bengal, it is resolved, for the reasons assigned 
by Major ]*kaser, that they be clothed by agents to be appointed by 
the captains in the manner he recommends. The following letter, 
9th March 1760, ^ves Major Fraser's proposal on this point: The 
privilege of a captmn in the Honourable Company's service having the 
clothing of his own company agreeable to the present method is liable 
to many abases. I would therefore recommend to this Htmcmrable 
Board that the whole troops of this Presidency should be clothed by 
agents appointed by the captams for that pui^se as practised by the 
other two settlements. These agents are to make up all the clothing 
for the different garrisons and subordinate settiements agreeable to a 
pattern shewn to and approved by this Honourable Board, by the 
Major or other Commanding Officer for the time being.' The said 
agents to be answerable that we clothing is of equal goodness with the 
pattern and that the whole is ready by Christm^ Day and the over- 
plus of the ofi-reckouings (after tho charges attending the clothing are 
deducted and 5 per cent which the said agents are to he allowed for 
their trouble) be equally divided among the Capthins who command 
'companies. 

With respect to advancing the topasses* pay to B.S. 7 a month, 
we are thoroughly sensible of the necessity, considering the dearness of 
provisions and all the other requisites of at this place. The defer- 
ring of this increase has rendered it almost impracticable for ns to 
recruit topasses and has occasioned their constantly deseiiing for some 
time past. This is the more easily accounted for as their present pay 
is not equal to that of common labourers. Howevtt, though we thinV' 
it highly necessary to raise their pay in the manner Major Frascl' 
proposes, we concur in. only advancing their pay Be. 1, that is making 
it equal to Bs. 6 a month till our Honourable Masters' pleasure can bo 
known. It is agreed to recommend the Major’s proposal regarding 
topasses' pay at Bombay alone, as we know the pay the topasses at 
subordinates now receive is sufficient and more than equal to Bs. 6 a 
month ak this place.^ 

On this point the Court in their letter of the 6th May 1761 write : 
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I£ as you represent the raising the pay oE the topasscs at Bombay to 
Ks. 7 a month is a measure really and greatly conducive to the good 
of the service, as likewise that an addition should be made for the same 
purpose to the pay of the sepoys, we must leave it to you to determine 
upon as we shall depend upon our being put to no further expense 
than is really necessary.^ 

The following letter from the Military Paymaster to Government, 
7th September 17(j2, compares the pay of the King's infantry and 
artillery with that of the Company’s troops : Having carefully com- 
pared the accounts delivered by Major Munro of the established pay of 
TTic Majesty's infantry and artillery with the pay of the Honourable 
Company's troops, -I now lay before the Board a statement of tlic 
excess on either side. By this may be seen that by adding the Com- 
pany's gratuity as established at Madras to His Majesty's i>ay, the 
commissioned officers receive considerably more than the Company's. 
But if the arreai's are deducted (on wmch account it is presumed the 
gratuity is founded) the King’s officers will receive but a trifle more 
and some will receive lees, namely the Captains and Lieutenant Firo- 
workers of the Artillery. As to the King's non-commissioned officers, 
even adding the gratuity to their established pay, they receive less 
than the Company's omcers of the same rank. The Adjutant and 
Quarter Master of the King's artillery are (without gratuity) upon a 
better footing than the Company's officers of the same rank, the former 
receiving six' shillings a., day and the latter four shillings and no 
deduction of arrears, whereas onr Adjutant and Quarter Master’s pay 
is five shillings and four shillings a day. So that the King's Adjutant and 
Quarter Master of artillery are not entitled to any gratuity, although 
they have thought proper to draw for it, and have been paid it upon a 
supposition that the pay they received from His Majesty was the same 
as that received by the officers of the same denominations in the 
infentry and subject to a deduction of arrears.® The following state- 
ment gives the details of the infantry and artillery pay i 
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iV.I7~Tlic timtcnncTitfonid nniT*comm)«9{onr«) nfUccra not noticnl In'" I7ic Ali^tnei, Brrjrant 
ilnlor, Jirllf icrjcaiit. niid C|nirtcr UA*trr Utncrat* rrcchc llo. IL’-T'SU n month ; Itey ^rJiAnt* 
Dnll Cor|iora1, and Pniin Major rccchc Its. C l*l!0 n moritb. 

(n) Adjutint and Quarter Mnatvr roevit e no pa)' from ills 3r.iji'St>’ ainl tlien!f<vc arc alloa oI 
full iiiy to ttirCotiir'inj. 

(6) Ko6iirp^n'a mate Itt tbo Cmn{»mr';ii sen Ice. 

(c) No nranl l< bad to tlie |w> tiio Fcrjcard, corftomi, liombanUer, sTUnner, matross, and 
drummer rccehc from Uln Majeety, tmt are allon cd two fance a day. 

<<t) No such otncir nn Oon}mK<ui7 nml PajmsstiT In Uie CoinpaiijV service. 

<*■) No Ctmplain In tlic corn** . . • . 

(/} Tlic 8(if)pcfifi roetdtes nfs mutolly m flie nns of Hrst Lieutenant. 

(y) No ■toro'Clcrk and us«{eumt |ia; master In tlic cmiw. 

On Uiis the Boaixl observe, 7th September 17G2 : Bead a letter from (he 
Military Paymaster enclosing? a statement of the pay of His M.ijesty V 
troops, compared with that of the Hononrablc Oomi)anj'’s. As it there- 
by .appears the Adjutant and Qiwrtcr Master of His Majesty's artillery 
are not entitled to any gratuity, they must not in future bo paid any, 
and tlic- p.aymastor is ordered to i-ecovcr from them what they lave 
hitherto received on this account.^ t 

On the 5lh October 1762 the Boaiid record ; TIio present dammer- 
honee being very dangrawsly situated in case, as happened some montbs 
ago, of its takmg lire, ordered tlmt another be built on a spot which the 
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Siiporintendonfc has pitched upon, and that the present one he converted 
into a v-areliouse for stores.’- 

In February 1763, the committee of accounts brings to the notice of 
Government the increase in the number of officere in the sepoys^ com- 
lanics. The Board, as entered in their diary of the 8th February, proceed 
to ascertain how far the increase is a necessity and to fix the number of 
both officers and men. They reperuse the committee of accounts' report 
of the 10 th January wherein the committee remark the increase in the 
number of officers in the sepoys' companies and the necessity of fixing them 
to a certain number of both officers and men. This being taken into 
mature consideration and the Major declaring that, in proportion to the 
number of .men, a greater number of officers than formerly is now 
absolutely necessary for tJie better training and disciplining that coips, 
and that each company should therefore consist of the following number 
o£ officers and men, the same is agreed to, namely Subheddr 1 , J amle- 
ddrs 3, Havalddis 5, Ndiks 5, Sahnis 1, Golour-b^rers 2, Trumpeter 1, 
Tom-toms 3, Bhdldilr 1, Watchman 1, Sepoys 100, Total 128. It 
appears from an ahsfanot of the sepoy companies now laid before the 
Board tliat many of them are greatly deficient in complement. This 
deficiency the Major represents to he occasioned by death and desertions, 
and by the impossibility of recruiting because of the hardness of the 
duty, the stiictness of the discipline, and the lowness of the pay in 
comparison to what they can get in other employ. The Major 
furtlicr declares that in spite of doing everything in his power to com- 
plcto the number established iu our Consultation of tlie 30th October 
1759, they have decreased from 1300 to about 800. From the best 
information he can procure, the Major assures us the only remedy is to 
increase their'pay. In the 14:0th para of their commands of 6th 
Slay 1761, our Honourable Masters have been pleased to give ns a 
latitude for this purpose, should it be found absolutely necessary, which, 
as wo are at present circumstanced, we really think it is. Eesolved 
therefore tliat wc increase the pay of the private sepoys rupee one 
a month and that the subheddrs whose companies are deficient be 
allowed two months to complete them, which, ^onld they not be able 
lo perform within that time, the Major must be directed to report the 
.same to us. And as' the above increase of pay puts the sepoys upon 
the same footing with a ndik and sahnis who are inferior officers, to 
hoop np the distinction between them, it is ordered that the pay of the 
iidik and sahnis be likewise increased rupee one a month.® 

The new fortifications necessitated the erection of new guard-rooms in 
T>lace of the accommodation at the Apollo Gate. A Consultation of 
llic 5th Juno 1784: records : The new works at the marine battery 
having rendered the former guard-room improper for the accommoda- 
tion of the guard at the Apollo Gate and the Major representing thaf 
it IS absolutely necessary to have some house to shelter the men from 
the wcithcr dunng the approaching rains, it is directed that he and 
tJic clerk of the works survey the place and pitch upon a spot lor 
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erecting' a strong shed, which, as there has been lately a guard-room 
built for tlic ofllcer, we imagine, will he sufficient for the men.' 

Agreesibly to this order Mr. A. Wenior on the 10th June reports: 
According to your orders I have inspected into the Castle for a place 
for new gnard-rooms to he built for a captain and two subaltcruB. The 
propcrcat place that I find is over the gateway which will consist of a 
hall and a closet for the captain and one room on cadi side for the 
snhalterns, agreeable to the plan here enclosed.^ 

On this report the same day the Iteard pass the foUoiving order : 
On perusing Captoin-Ijicutenant Andrew "Werner’s letter with a plan 
of the gnnm*rooms proposed in the ChsUc, it is ordered that a calculate 
of the expense be prepared and laid hcterc us for onr notice.® 

Mr. John Gouin on the 26th JniJO 1764 reports what additional 
stores are required for the out-forts. He writes ; The enclosed list* 
will show your Honour what additioijui stores are requisite te put tho 
out-forts in a proper state of defence, provided our garrison would 
admit of furnishing an adequate numlJer of men which I am sorry to 
say it cannot at this time afford. Mdhim Warli and Sion ought to be 
wwdsK otHcjcra. "ButiS^iujighfe still imnianua under a 

Setjeant since it is not so distant aS tlio other forts and may be 
instantly reinforced upon the least notice. Permit me to observe that 
within these few years our topasses ar® considerably reduced, nor have 
I been able to prevail on any othefs to enter. As, mixed with 
Buropeans, topasses certainly are a useful body of men, I could 
heartily wish some means might bo thought on to induce thiun to 
enlist. The smallness of their pay is, I believe, the chii^ reason against 
their enlisting. Whether it may he oonsistent to raise their present 
pay, yonr Honour alone can judge.® 

In connection with the above repQidi a Consultation of the 26th 
June 1764 records : The President no"'^ lays before the Board a letter 
from the Major to him, enclosing a list of ordnance and stores wliich 
he thinks necessary for the out-forfa. But as our present garrison 
will not admit of reinforcing them, the onWorte most continae for 
some time in the condition they have been in this great while past. 
It is resolved likewise as the only m®®DS left us of reinforcing our 
garrison that the Major he empowered to enlist as many topasses as 
he may be able. But ns even topasses u*® difficult 'to bc^ procured, it 
is agreed that we endcavom* to engage ®11 the slaves possible, those of 
Christians to be incorporated ■with the infantry and those of Moors 
and others ■with the sepoys, and at the same pay' of those corps.. 
Such slaves to engaged for three years^ Retain under a penalty o& 
t»ing forfeited to the Company, To facilitate this scheme the new' 


* Bom, Gov. Consnltation 6th June 1764, Fah- Dimy 42 of 1764, 33S. . ' 

* Fob. Diary 1 9th J«no 1764 Vol. 42 of 1764. 370.^ 

* Bom. Gov. Oonsnltation lOlh June 1764, Pu®. Dairy 42 of 1764, 367. 

4 total reqairomenta for the four forts of MAliim Warit ^on and Sari wero 92 

hands of powder, 20 new guns, 8000 royal ahofc and 400 grape shot, 

* Mr. Joan Gouin to Goremment 26th Juno 1764, Pub. Diary 42 of 1764, 382. 
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foriificatioii payraaster is ordered not to employ upon the nrorks any 
shives who may be able to bear arms.^ 

A Consultation of the 19th June 1764 records : ^ Two of our 
companies of sepoys being absent at Bengal and it being very 
precaiions when or whether they ever will return, and the Mardthds . 
haring at present a considerable force in our neighbourhood, the 
intention of which we are unacquainted with, it is resolved that we 
enlist a sufficient number to complete the establishment of 1500. 
Should any of those in Bengal return to this Presidency the supernu* 
meraries should be discharged.' 

After considering the luilitaiy force at Bombay the Court issue the 
following instructions on the 22nd March 1765: To meet the neces- 
sity of keeping up a respectable force in the most useful and effectual 
way consistently with reasonable charges, we have agreed and do order 
that the fallowing he the establishment for our Presidency at Bombay 
including the several detachments to the subordinate settlements. The 
infantry is to consist of fifteen companies of one hundred Europeans 
each, commissioned and non-commissioned officers included. The first 
company is to be imposed of the Major as Captain, one lieutenant 
who is to be captain-lieutenant, one ensign, as many subalterns ns are 
necessary, and the remainder to be private men, so ns to make the 
company one hundred men in all, offieem included. The other fourteen 
companies are each to have one captain, one lientenant, one ensign, 
and sntaltems and private^ men as the first company. The artillery is 
to consist of three companies with each its daptain, two lieutenants, 
two lientenant fireworkers, as many subalterns as are necessary, and the 
remainder to be bombardiers gunners and matrosses, so as to make each 
company in all one hundred Europeans, officers included.® In the same 
letter the Court continue : If on the receipt hereof or at any other 
time the number of Europeans shall exceed what is necessary to com- 
plete the present establishment of fifteen companies of in^^ and 
three of artillery to one hundred each, officers included, let the smrplus 
be equally divided among the several companies of artillery andin&ntry 
as no new companies shall be formed. On the other hand, if you 
shall be deficient in the before-established number of Europeans for the 
several companies, fill them np with topasses to that amount, and no 
more, as it is our intention that, including officers and soldiers no 
company shall exceed the number of one hundred men. Observing that 
.yoT^uste among the several companies of infantry some topassra and 
-mestes to the number of between thirty and forty each, and apprehend- 

TnAV Q.TA n. -nea^nl x1 IITJ . « * T 
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Foldicre. At tlic earao lime we direct, if yon find it most proper to 
continue them, that yon do not enliBt otliers in the room of such bs 
pliall drop off from time to lime, designing tlwt your several companies 
Bliould consifat entirol}’’ of Europeans according to the above directions 
and that topasfcs Ijc enfortaiued only when you shall bo short in the ' i 
‘ nuinlwr of Europeans.* 

TJio following extract from the Bomlxiy Diary of the 12th August 
3766 shows the opinion of Government regarding the Bomlwy sepoys* 
of that time : Being of opinion th.at the Bombay sepoys arc much 
inoi-c to be depended upon timn the CalHquiloncs (men of Calient and 
Qnilon) and oilier liircd irregulars at Tcilieberry, .as wo have found by 
experience from their dastardly bclmviour the Quilons arc of vciy little 
use, resolved timt two companies of our Bombay sepoys he employed 
for the future at that settlement and annually' relieved.* 

In 1767 as tlicir previous orders against the sale of warlike stores had 
proved ineffectual. Government were obliged to adopt liarder iDeasnics. 

On tlic 17th January' the Bombay Council observe : Frequent publica- 
tions have at times been issued prohibiting the sale of warlike stores. ' 
Tliese must now be repeated and orders issued to all the subordinate 
settlements to prohibit tho same tdierc also. To render these orders 
still more binding it is agreed to confiscate any stores wliich may bs 
discovered to be so sold and to inflict stieb other penalty' on tlie sollerBS 
wo may think proper, half the produce of such stores to be given the 
informer and tlio other half to tlic Hononrablc Company. All aiders 
and abettors to be looked upon as prindpals.^ 

In tho Kvmc year 1767, with a view to check tho spread of potly 
offences among tho mililsnry, it was tliought advisable to erect aliousc or 
correction to bo known as a Conjee or Gruel Honso, Tlie Bombay Diary 
of tlio Crd March records : It being judged that, as long practised at 
Madras, the establishment of a Conjeo or Gruel House for tlie pnniBliment 
of smaller crimes among tho military will be of advantage to the service, 
and Itavo a better effect and bo more humane than the inflicting of cor- 
poral punislunont, nplan and estimate of sudi a house has been prepa^ 
and is now laid bd^ore US, amounting to 118,2731-2-24, wliiob being 
approved, a house agreeable thereto is ordered to be built accordingly.* 

A y'car later, on the 18th Match 1768, tlie Court intimated their approval ; 
of this measure. They write ; "We approve of building a Conjee House 
for military offenders as we think it may be conducive to the better., 
regulating the common soldiers and preserving good order in Die.'"' 
garrison.® / 

In 1767 Government ordered a survey of gun carriages. The Com- 
mittee’s report of the 2nd September runs: Conformable to your 


1 Court to Bomtay 22nd Mar. 1706 paras 149, IDO, Pub, Dcp. Conrt’s Letters Vol 7 
ot 1765-17G8.50. . -- 

* Bom. Gov. Consultation 12lh Aug.. 1760, Pub. Diary 47 of 17C0, GOO. 

» Bom. Gov. Consultation 17th Jon. 1767, Pub. Diary 48 of 1707. 61- Comn of 
Standing Ord. Vol 2 011769-1788, 195. ' ’ . 

* Bom. Gov. Consultation 3rd Mar. 1767, Pnb, Diaiyr48 of 1707, 163-109. 

* Oonvt to Bombay 18th Mar. 1703 para 108, Pub. Dep. Court’s Letteni Vol, 7 of 
1766-1708, 338. 
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Honoui-’s orders ■n'c'liavc surveyed the old aud unsoVviccablo gun 

earriaffos. Agreeable to the enclosed list we find most of tliciu rollon 
and irrepaivable, a result the Committee beg leave to represent to lie in 
Eomc measure oiving to their being exposed to the ivcatlier for want of a 
proper place to put them in. We therefore recommend a vcianda being 
built along the side of the artillery arsen.al, winch mil contain a 
number. On receipt of this survey of the old and uusonucoahlc gim 
carriages the Board directed, the 8th September, tliat the carnages said 
to be entixoly decayed be bvoken up aud tiic others repaired ] aiul that the 
shed be creoted, which the Committee recommend to be built for the 
preservation of gun carriages in general.' 

On the necessity of increasing the troops and milit.'irj’- staff the Court - 
vrritc outlie 13th Jrarch 1768: As the Company’s extensive and rich 
possessions in India canuob he secured but by large bodies of ivcll regu- 
lated troops, we bavc consulted Lord Clive, Generals Ijawi'cncc, Cail- 
land, Camac, and other military gentlemen on this important subject, 
aud liave thereupon found it necessary to make some alterations in the 
piusent military establishments at tlie several Presidencies, as_ well for 
the advantage of each as the good of the scrN'ice in gcncml, by inciuasing 
the number of Europeans, and by Iiaviiig the several corps commanded 
by a larger proportion of field and otlicr officers. Upon this idea, there- 
fore, we have thought proper, to adopt tlicfollomng plan forllio military 
establishment for tlih semce of our Presidency of Bombay, including 
the several subordinate scttlomcnts. You arc to carry this i>lon into 
execution accordingly as soon as possible. We send out tins season 
about 2000 reemits, two hundred and fifty whereof arc intended for 
Bombay and arc embarked ou the sliips Shrewsburi/, Tfiamcs, and 
Royal Oaptain. We also send you several oflicers as hereafter men- 
tioned, and it is our intention to supply you with such a numlxir of 
recruits annually as will keep the several European coiTis eomjiletc. 
Instead tlierefore of tlic establishment as it now stands, the following is 
to he substituted and adopted. The corps of infantry is to consist of 
one regiment of 1600 Europeans, all officers included, to be commanded 
by a Colonel and to be divided into tlircc battalions, to c.ach of whicli is 
to be one Lieutenant-Colonel .and one Major. Each battalion is to 
consist of seven companies, and every company is to have one c-ajitain, 
one lieutenant, one ensign, four seijcants, four coiTiorals, two dninimers, 
and 63 private men, excepting the companies to bo commanded Ijy the 
Eicld officers, which instead of Captains are to liavc C.aptain- Lieutenants. 
According to the foregoing establishment the regiment of infantry will 
consist of one Colonel, -three licntcnant-colonels, tlirce majors, fourteen 
Captains, seven eaptain-lieutenants, tweniy-one lieutenants, twenty-one 
ensigns, raghty-four sorjeants, eighty-four corporals, forty-two drum- 
mers^^aud 1^323 privates; total 160*3. After Jnentioniiiff llic appoint- 
ment of Colonel Charles Pemble to be Commanderrin-Chief of all the 
Company’s forces under the Presidency of Bombay and its several 
subordinate settlements the Court add Hurt he is to be subject to tlio 
'^ntrol and orders of the President and Council who dvc the Companj'^s 
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immcdi.'ite and legal repreBcnlath'Cs. lie is also to be Colonel ot tit 
regiment o£ infantry to be formed in consequenec of the directions in 
Ibe 130th paragraph of this letter. The field oflicers (the Commander- 
in>L']iic£ excepted) are likewise to be Captains .of companies. IVift 
rcsiioct to the pay and allowances of the several otllecrs wc direct that 
Charles Pcmblc Esquire, be allowed Jtl200-6-0 a year made of the 
following items : ‘ . 


Coinni.nii(lcr*in>Chicf 
Colonel, 15 shillings .a d.ay 
AUditiou, 10 Bhilliugs n day 


750 0 a year. 
273 16 „ 

182 10 ,, 


Total ... 120G ■ 6 

* The addition of ten shillings a day is in lieu of pay as a Captain oto 
company, as it is onr pleasure he should not bo cmlian'asscd arith ami 
conscqucntl}' have the emolumonts of a company. The lieutenant- 
colonels and majors, as such, arc to have the p^iy as field oflicers in 
those ranks, namely the first named ten shillings and the other fire 
shillings a day. ^\Ticn they succeed to companies, they arc to have ten 
shillings a d.ay ns C.aptains and the emoluments arising from clothing. 
Being sensible that the pa 3 ' of field oflicers as such is inMifficicnt to 
support them in a manner suitable to their rank, wo agree and accord- 
inglj' direct that until they succeed to companies they be allowed in 
addition thereto ton shillings a day c.xtraordinarj^ It is our meaning 
that the said ten shilling is not to continue as an extra allowance when 
thc}' succeed to companies, but is to he deemed tlioir pay as Captains, 
the onl 3 ' difference intended before they have companies being the 
emoluments arising from clothing. In the preceding paragraphs ■vre 
have pointed out the usual pay and emoluments of a Captain .of 
infantry. The pay of the following ranks is to continue ns usual, namely 
n captain-lieutenant live shillings a da}', a lieutenant five shillings a 

. day, and an ensign four shillings. As much depends upon a well 
regulated corps of artillery, and in order to give all fitting encourage- 
ment to the oflicers of such corps flio artiller}' is to be formed into a 
b.attaIion of four companies consisting of 300 Enroiicnns, ofBccrs included, 
to bo commanded by a lioutonanfc-colonel and a major. Each company' 
is to consist of one captain, one c.iptain-lieutcnant, one 
lieutenant, one second lieutenant, three lieutenant fii-e-workers^ 
three serjeauts, three coiporals, two drummers, eight bombaidicrs,^ 
twelve gunners, and forty matrosscs. Excqjting the companies to 
be comnmnded bj' the lieutenant-colonel and major, whidi in lifin 
of captains mo each to Lave an additional lieutenant as third in rank, 
the (Mrps will be as follow's : One lieutenant-colonel, one major, ^wo 
captains, four aipbiin-lieutenants, £om- firet lieutenants, four seoond 
lieutenants, two third lieutenants, twelve lieiitenant-firaworkers, t\yelve 
seijeants, twelve corporals, eight drummers, thirty-two bombardiers, 
forty-ojght gunners, and 160 matrosses ; total 302. Tlic several oflicers 
and otbei« belonging to the corps of ai-tillery are to be alwaj's kept 
therein and not ixanoved into any’ other corps as without hnelwa 
restriction the semed would be liable to many inconveniences. By wm' 
of encouragement we have therefore adopted the liefoi-e-going plan "of 
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hanng field ofllcors therein as high ns a lioatenant-eolonel, to give 
them rank iu the ai’iny, he 3 'ond which they are not at any time cniillcd 
to rise. Captain Thomas Keating is to command the whole artillery 
corps with tho rank, of lieutenant-colonel. He is also to continue in 
the command of one of the companies belonging to the said corps.^ His 
pay as a field officer is to bo ten 'shillings a da}' and ten shillings a 
Siy mom as cai)tain wth the emoluments arising from clothing his 
company which is to be in lien of his present allowances in the 
artillery corps. Mr. Thomas Lee is to he the second in command 
with the rank of major. As such ho is to have five shillings a day, and, 
when he succeeds to a company of aitillerj', which ho is to have on the 
first vneanej', he is to have £200 a year more as c.api.iin with the 
omoluments arising from clothing such company. Mr. Lee proceeds on. 
one of the ships of this season. 

We have also determined to now model j'our sepoy corps. For this 
purpose they are to be formed into two liattalions of one thousand men 
' each, black officers included, and that each battalion be composed of ten 
companiesj each company to be commanded in the following manner ■ 
One subheddr, two januldai-s (jamdddrs), six havdlddi-s, six ndiks, three 
tom-toms, ono trumpeter, one w'.atcr-man, and oightj' privates ; total 1 00. 
Each l^ttalion of sepoys is also to have one captain, one lieutenant, 
ono ensign, and ton scrjcanls, all Etwopeans. According to the said j)lan 
the whole corps of sopor's will consist of two European captains, two 
Europcanlicntcnants, two European ensigns, twenty European scrjcanls, 
tw'cnty subheddrs, forty jamilddrs, 120 Iiavdldrirs, 120 ndiks, sixty 
tom-toms, twenty irampetors, twenty watci‘-mcn, and 1 000 piivales : 
total 2026. > i > 


With respect to the lieutenants and ensigns w'c leave the appointment 
of them to you confiding in j'our fixing on persons qualified for those 
stations. Tlicir pay is to 1» the same as the pay of the like rank in the 
infantrj'. ^ You arc likewise to appoint i>roiJer Europeans to the rank of 
seij^nts in this corps with the like pay as in tho infantry. In all com- 
missions to be granted to military officers j'ou arc to observe tlic follow- 
- ing method, that is to say, commissions to the field officers and c.i]>tajns 
are to be granted and signed by the President and Conncil, and tliosc 
to s^altora officers by tbo President only. Tlic Company’s sc.il is to 
be affixed to all such commissions and they are to Ik regnlarlv minuted- 
m your Consultations. Having thus in general settled the oulline.s of 
the “ffitary cstahlishment for Bombay, you arc strictly to conform 
tuorcto. Weave sensible many regulations arc necessary for circclu.allv 
cprymg into execution, live same. Wo therefore recommend it to 
you to settle as soon after the receipt of this letter as possible. In order 
to, assist you hemm we now send yon the printed militai-v code or nhn 
gitcnout at Madras m 1765 for the troops on the coast of Coromandel. 
Allowing, for the diflcrcnco of the serrieo at the tivo Presidencies this 

of thc^'trooM omSlf particular circumstances 

Domlrny varying the rules orders and 

' isnft ' Wp rtiWof +1 only on the 

*4 . '' ® ■, -1;°^ therofoic llial, as soon as you can, von framcn code 
and tiansmit it to us for our information and further ilircctions. Here 
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we arc to observe that a military system improves not by xmiltiplvnu; 
orders and regulations but by a strict attentiou that the ordcre given .we 
observed and obeyed. Yon are not onty to transmit ns a copy of sneii a 
code annually, but you are likewise to transmit copies to the other Pie^. 
denoics who are to do the same with respect to you. This mntml 
communication, if duly attended to, will be productive of a similatity 
of system throughout our whole possessions. Ea<di of the several 
military officers who have been appointed by ns this season have h«n 
slien'n a paper by our Secretary previous to their taking the usual oath 
to be tiTie and faithful to the Company in their several stations, to 
which they deeloa-ed their assent and agreement. A copy of sudf part 
thereof as is necessary for your information is as follows : That they 
are not only to obey their superior officers according to the rules ami 
discipline of war, but are to be entirely subject to the orders of the 
Governor and Council at each Presidency, who are thcXJompany’s 
legal representatives, as likewise to such order's as they may receive 
from any of the Company's civil servants at, their several subordinate 
settlements to whom the Goveimor and Council shall think fit to 
delegate sueli authority. That as they are entirely subject to the 
authority of the Company’s civil representatives so the Governor and 
Council upon the misboliavionr of any officer whatever may, whenever 
they think fit, take away such officer's commission without bringing 
him before a court martial according to the gcneml practice of the 
service. The intent of sending you the above notice is not merely 
with respect to tire officers now appointed, but also to remind you of 
the power you have always had. This power it is necessary should he 
constantly kept up in order to presei-ve that autboiity Over themiUtary 
which is essential for the good of the service.^ 

An inoi’case in the number of non-commissioned officers uus 
thought desirable and the Board allowed it. In 1768 the Biarj’' of 
the 80th September records : The President lays before the Board -a 
letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon, to him, representing that the 
number of non-connnissioned officers in the regiment of infantry is net 
near sufficient for the duty of the garrison. Agreed that an addi- 
tion of 'two Serjeants and two corporals be made to each of the fiftcer 
companies on the island as the necessity therefor is so obvious.® 

As regards the proper peace footing of the g^arrison Colonels Camp-^‘ 
bell and Keating submit the following report on the Sist October 
I7G8 : tVitli respect to the •neeessai^' garrison for Bombay in time of" 
peace it is our opinion tliat there ought to be no reduction in thd 
European infantry and artillery. Ac tlie life and qpirit-of a siege wfil 
fall particularly to their share, and as the means of obtaining such valu- 
able troops in cascs_ of emergency are sometimes extremely nncci-imn 
and almost impossible on other occasions, it appears to ns of very 
material impouhinco to the safety of the place to maintain the Europe 
corps always^full and complete. The sepoys may be reduced by 2000 


1 Court to Bombay 18th Jfar. 1705 paras 13+ -17C, P„b. Dep. Court’s LcttereVoI. 7 
of 1700-1768, .1+7-353. Comp, of Stnmliiig Orel. Vol. 2 of l«0n-178S, 338^2++. 

? Bom, Gov. OonsultaWoa 30th Sept. J^GS, Diary flj of 1703, 530, 
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men and the lascars by 700, so that tho gon-ison in times of peace 
niil then atnoimt to 1200 European infivntry, 300 European artillery, 
3000 sepoys, and 300 lascars, in all 4800 effective. This number is 
alBOlutely necessary for the common detailof tlic garrison duty of Bombay 
and the outposts of the island exclusive of tlic subordinate scttlomonts 
along this coast. The terrible situation of tliis garrison at present must 
bo a very convindng proof to you of tlic necessity of an ougmonhation 
when you see every out-work in tire circuit of the fortifications nlian- 
doned and not a single soldier for their security. Tlic very guards 
that arc at present necessary for the body of the place although reduced 
to”, the lowest numbers possible arc one day off and one day on, which 
in a little time must be productive of tlie very worst of consequences 
in affecting the health and spirits as well as tho very discipline of 
troops. When the above garrison is establislied in time of peace, and 
the duty is such as will'Mord discipline proper encouragement or 
opportunity to flourish, wo beg leave to recommend in the strongest 
minnor tlic exerdse of cannon and mortars to the European infantty" 
In time of a siege tlio Europeans will be partieularly attacbed to that 
duty and oven in tto field will render the Company most essential 
BoraM by a superior well-worked artillery which in this mart of the 
w’orld will m our opinion ever render actions dedsive. We liave nhn 
examined the hospitols and find them deficient in point of size and 
•accommodations for the sick of this garrison. When an accurate iZ. 
is made of them (wluch will be executed ns soon as possible) tho nccc4arr 
improvements and additions will k laid before you,* ^ 

1st November 1768 records* Bead 
tterfrora Lieutouant-Coloncl Gordon representing tho very wisikstofe 
of our garnson and the severe duty which occasions both sipl-nncD ? 
d^ertiou among the troops and gding his S„ tha f 

intliout regard to the subordinate settlements should at all 
of at least 1200 European infantry and 300 »i-tillori’ cxcUisivc'oZn’** 

These views being confirmed letter Sow 
Colonels Campbell and Eeatim/ it i« t Lieutenant. 

Honourable the Court of Diredors if 
' '*^^itional-numher of 400 sepov's k oiiUstod n?^‘''V®'’n'"'“'^ 

; tlie Bortliern fiopovB are stentpr linff/iw i or CambnA" iw 

:kdeponded on than thSe of the adSrinf.!!""T^^^^^^ more to 
rociuits, so soon astbey are enlisted Gujariit 

^ into the two battalions by adding twentv ZiJ •>cincoriiorat- 
rders must accordingly be sent to tlic Oldnf ‘ companv. 
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to enlist topasscs in lieu of the Bombay sqjoys employed in tliat 
garrison who must be sent up as soon as the topasscs arc engaged for 
that purpose.^ 

In the beginning of 1769 tlie Commanding Officer having represented 
tlmt no topasscs or black drummers can be procured on account of the 
pay then allowed them being insufficient for their maintenance, and as 
it appeared to the Board very uncertain whether the whole number of 
able-bodied sepoys they were in want of could be raised, on the 27th 
Jaijinary Government ordered that five hundred topasscs bo enlisted' 
to3vai'ds completing the infantry battalions agreeable to the Hononrahle 
Company’s orders under the 22nd Mmoli 1765. They add that when 
they may he pleased to send ns sufficient Europeans, the topasscs may 
be employed at ibc outposts and detacbmonts for the cmisors in lien 
of sepoys, and that their p<ay as well as that of the drummers bo 
increased to Rs. 8 a month, but their stoppages for clothing to ho no 
more than formerly.® 

In the next month, 2l8t February 1769, Groverament directed t^t 
there being about two hundred sepoys enlisted at Vengnria, the 
Superintendent must be directed to freight two large hafelds for 
bringing them up, and to proceed under convoy of the Mawke gallirat 
which must also be ordered to call for them in her way up again &om 
Telliehony.® 

In May 1769 the Commanding Officer having represented tliat the 
practice of giving pice to the soldiers instead of drams is extremely 
prejudicial to the service and rccommcncfing that tlio drams may in 
future bo issued every' evening and made into grog, the same is ordered 
to be observed accordingly.* 

The Bombay Diary of the 23td Juno 1769 records : Notwithstand- 
ing we have repeatedly wrote to Sladras to be infoi-mcd of the house 
rents and other extraordinary allowances made^io Field officere there, 
we luivo 3 'ot received no answer to our letters on that subject, altimugh 
the last is dated so Inn g ago as ^o 30th January. It is now therefore 
taken into consideration what allowances should bo made on that 
account. Colonel Pemble^s letter of the 2lBt Febrnai-y, wherein tlio 
hecessity of settling these allowances is strongly enforced, is rofeirefl 
to j and being fully senrible that in the present enhanced price of 
houses the smallest rent for a house fit for a Field officer to live in will 
amount to at least Bs, 80 a month, it is agreed to settle the rent 
allowance at this rate and to incrcaso tlie allowances to* a captain and 
subaltern on this account, the former to Bs. 40 and the latter to Rs. 20. 
a month. As on this occasion we are of opinion it is highly proper 
also to regulate the allowance of house rent to the Civil'Servants, it'il 
agreed to allow the Members of the Boai-d tlie same as the Field officeiSr 
sonior and junior merchants ~and factors the same as Captains, and 
the writers the same as subalterns. The allowance to such of the Fidld 


> Bom. Gov. Conenltation Ist Nov. 1708, Pub. Diary 52 of 1708, 401 - 402. ; 

* Bom. Gov. Consultation 27th Jan. 1760, Pub. Diaiy 53 of 1700, 109. 

® Pub. Diary 21st Fob. 1700 VoL 63 of 1760, 314. 

* Bom. Gov. Diaty 30th May 1760, Pub, Diary 64 o£ 1760, 623. 
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officers as have not occupied "barracks to commence fi'om the day of 

their arrival/ - _ , t. c •> nA 

The ecpovs on the old establishment reeemng only Ks. 5-3-20 a 
month, Avliilc the new ones received sis rupees, for less than which th^ 
could not have been engaged, Government decided, 28tb October 1 /bJ, 
to put all scpo)'s upon one footing of Rs. 6 a month to remove the 
discontent wliieh the existing difference of pay caused among theta.® 

In the matter of iAcreasing the number of sepoj’s and providing 
accommodation for them. Government on the 29th Septembw 1^®^ 
passed the following orders : Read a letter from Colonel Pemblc, 
which being maturely considered, the following resolntjons are taken 
thereon. Notwitlistanding in the present great scarcity of money we 
could wish to diminish instead of increase qur expenses, yet as for the 
reasons assigned by the Colonel it appears indispensably proper to keep 
upon the island the full number of sepoys wliich he recommends, more 
especially as we are like to till so conaderably short of the European 
recruits the Honourable Company intended for this Presidency, it is 
rcsolred that four hundred sepoys be ‘raised as soon as possible to 
replace the four companies detached to Tellicherry and Surat. "We 
concur with the Colonel in the expedienej'- of keeping this corps in 
cantonments. But Old 'Woman^s island is in many respects liable to 
objection, and erecting sheds or other covers for them will be attended 
with a vast expense to the Honourable Company, and with ver}' great 
inconvenience and dissatisfaction to themselves, this corps being 
composed of many different. castes. Therefore the colonel, military 
pajinaster, collector, and principal cn^neer are appointed a committee to 
fix upon a spot proper for building them some houses, so that this whole 
corps may live contiguous, and vet have their different castes distinct 
from each other. We likewise acquiesce in the propriety of establishing 
a Marine Corps and in the method of completing it as recommended by 
the Colonel. He is therefore ordered to take the most effectual means 
for engaging as man}' ahlerhodied topasses as maybe necessary for 
completing the battalions, except two hundred w’hich may he engaged 
at Tclliehcrry.* Agreeably to the ahoTC orders the Colonel attempted 
to raise tlie required recruits and about the close of the year reported 
his success to Goveinraent. The Bomba}'- Diary of the 2Sth December 
1769 records: The Colonel reporting that a person employed for raising 
' recruits to the ^southward has got ready at "Vengurla 300 topasses and 
700 sepoys, also a fe-w Europeans, it is ordered that the Bombay grab 
■\nth some 1x>ats to be hired for that purpose proceed thither to brinn- 
'.them up as soon as posable, and cany a supply of Rb. 6000 in ord^ 
-that each iiuin may he advanced a month's pay.* 

During this Ttor (1769) the Muhammadan sepoys objected on 
. rebgions grounds to wear boots. The details on the subject are thus 


- Bom. Gov. Consultation 2Sth Oct. 1769, ^b. DIarv S4 of 1769 7IS) 
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recorded in Bte Bomlmy Diary, 15tTi August 1769 ; Bead the follomne 
petition from the oiriecre of sepoys of the Mnhammadan feitli ' 
representing tliat the clothes and boots they Imve been ordered to n'car 
are repugnant to their religion j also the following letter from Colonel 
Perablo representing the dangerous consequences which may aceme to 
the service, should an}-^ part of their petition be granted.* Petitiou^ 
from the Moor snbhcddrs and jumblcdsirs to Btc Governor and- 
Council : Tliat j'onr Honour’s jmor petitioners p,rostrating themselves 
at your feet humbly bog leave to represent to your Honours that they 
are very well contented and highly indebted to your Honours for the 
great pay yon ‘-were pleased to make them, for which they and their 
families are bound to pray to God Almighty for yonr health and 
prosperity. But whereas the Christian clothes and boots they arc now 
otAered to wear being quite contrary to the MnbammadaU religion 
insomuch they are not only excluded from' their caste forever but also 
from their relations wives and children which tboir law in such case 
separates from your Honour’s petitioners.- Therefore it obliges them 
through nceesaty to make iais request to your Honours, hoping 
3 'ou will, out of j'onr wonted goodness and charity', be graciously 
pleased to order them to be excused from vvoaring the aforesaid 
Chrisfinn clothcs and boots. And as they esteem their religion much 
more ^n any tiling else in the world, they would rather be contented 
to be Tcdnccd to their old pay and clothes than to wear the afores-aid 
clothcs and boots for liigh pay, they being greatly ashamed to show 
their faces in their present dress to any of their caste. They applied to 
the Colonel about it, who was pleased to bid them represent the same 
to yom- Honours, They say that their fathers and forefathers have 
been Bio Honourable Company’s zealous servants and have died such. 
On the Avholo thej' on account of their religion humbly implore your 
Honours ivill bo pleased to order a stop to bo put to their ivcaiing the 
aforesaid clothes aud boots or grant them tlicir discharge.- Letter froni 
Colonel Charles Pemble to tlio President and Council, dated Bombay 
8th August 1769 : The Honourable the Goveimor hairing informed 
me that the corps of black officers have presented a petition to the 
Board, setting forth the hardships they sustain by being obh'ged to 
appear in boots, agreeable to a general Order issued for that purpose j 
that their Codjecs (Ao/'i*) have declared it to be inconsistent with the 
tenets of the Muhammadan religion and have accordingly threatened 
themivilli excommunication from all the privileges of their caste if 
they persist in complyring with the said order ; and praying that they may 
therefore be released from it or receive their, discharge from the seririce, 
or he reduced to their former pay it this order cannot be dispensed witli. 
It therefore becomes my duty to offer my sentiments to tlic Honourable/ 
Board on tliis occasion as well to justify- tlie propriety of the order as* 
to represent the dangerous consequences which may accrue to th?' 
service should any part of their request be granted First it must 
occur to every one jvho has^ any ^knowledge of military affairs thht 
tile appointment of a soldierlike uniform' is a first principle which leads 


> Bom. Gov. Consultation J5th Aug. 17G9, Tub. Di-iry 51 of 17CD, 021.. 
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to the cstaWishment o£ discipline and regnlanty. I therefovc' 
recommended it to the Honourable the Governor as essential!}^ necessary 
to the sepoy corps. And as I was jnst arrived from the army in 
Bengal which consisted of more than ten times tlie number of sepoy 
oflieers who all appear on duty in boots and who were never heard to 
murmur against it, I conld hot suspect that those on tins establisliment ' 
could have the least objection thereto. I beg leave to remark there are 
a number of mosques where the forces of Bengal are cantoned, and 
oonscflTicntl}" Kdjis for the service of them, who I think may with some 
reason be supposed to possess as mnch knowledge and eindiiaon as those 
few who reside on this island. Ei^rience has convinced me that 
exclusive of the tendency it bears to discipline and order, troops acquire 
an emulation and spirit by an uniform and consistent appearance. 
Tlicrrfore whether their appearing on duty in long drawers and slippers 
can be prodnelive of any of these eifects, I submit to the judgment 
of this Honourable Board. The ill consequences that may attend 
giving up a point of this nature to au undisciplined body of 
oflieers arc so obvious as not to make it necessary for me to point 
tliom out. I will only beg leave to observe that should their request 
he submitted to, I sliall eiyeet to hear soon that the arms they 
carry hear also ^too Cliristian-Iike an appearance and tliat they 
demand matchlocks in lieu of them, or any other absuidity of the like 
nature. I do not presume to prescribe what measures should be taken 
on tins occasion ; but was my liumble opinion to be required, it would 
1)0 to insist on a strict obedience to the orders which have been given 
out ; and should these ofllcei's dare to refuse it, to dismiss with every 
disgrace the 'nature of their refusal may deserve. We had better ho 
witlioiit them than admit of a wonnd to the service ; there will 
bo enough ivhp ,will rejoice to succeed them. Some of the Moor 
olTicers have been seen to wear boots before the order for that purpose, 
and a suhhed^r named Karim Kli&n has declared to Captain Jackson 
tliat ho for his part is determined to comply with the order, oven should 
the rest of the officers refuse it. The subheddrs also appointed to . 
command the companies raised by Miraa have no objection to wearing 
hoots. I mention these circumstoncos as an argument of the obstinacy 
of the black officers, '^te tenor of the petition before tlie Board 
appcjirs to. have a mutinous tendency calculated by a few of the 
• principals only for seditious purposes. I think it nccessaiy to inform 
the Board that the Gentus liave delivered me a petition requesting 
, that as they are very willing to appear in hoots and confonn themselves 
> to every other order that may he given for the seivice, they may not 
suffer through the disobedience of others by having their nay reduced 
to the former cstablisUment,^ 


At a Consultation on the 15th August 1769 consideration of the 

™^ 3 ect was resumed on 
tliej29th September 1769, when the following entry was made : Read 
another petition from the Muliammadan officers of the sepoys on this 


n I00<J-*20 


* Tub, Diary 54 o£ 1789, G25-027, 
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cstablisbmcut, rapresentin^ that tbcy'bave been disgraced aad tamed 
out o£ ibo caste for weaving boots agreeable to the 'garrison orders, and 
tbis tlicy Imve reason to believe at the instigation or eome evil diEpo°ed 
persons ivholhey request may bopunisbedaud tbedreredit restored, ortlat 
they may be ponnitted to appear without boots, Tbis being conadered 
together witli tlieir former petitiou read the 16tb -August last, -it h 
observed tliat from the best infonnation we have hitherto proennd 
Muliammadans in every pai-t of India and all Muhammadan conntries 
■rvear boots ndthout seruple, and therefore there is reason to bdiere the 
Kdji has imposed on our sepoy officers byasserting it as contrary to 
their religion. Resolved therefore that the Chief nnd Factors at Sural 
bo directed to enquire into it by collecting the opinions of the Kaji, 
Head Sayed, and other principal persons of the Muhammadan hath at 
that place, and transmit their report to ns. We shall then' he enabled 
to eome to some resolution on the subject of the petition now before 
us. In the meantime tlie commanding officer is ordered -to permit of 
a small alteration being made in the boots, -which ho represents- will 
satisfy the officers for the present.^ , , 

In reply to the above request the TToI/e galivat brought, 30di - 
November 1769, a letter from the Chief and Council ‘at Snrat, dated 
the 23rd November 1769. It acknowledges the Bombay wmmands rf 
the 19th (October) and encloses the opinions® of the Kdji Mnfti and 
piinci]^ Sayeds in respect -to sepoys of tlio Muhammadan faith wmnng 
, boots. On this, on tiie 6tb December, the Bombay Conncil observe'. 
Read the letter from tbe Chief and Council at Surat, with the opinions 
of tbe Sayeds and Kdjis about Muliammodans wearing boots. On this 
we cannot help remarking that the question seems, to liavehedn 
improperly put to tdiem. Tbis is now however immaterial as the affoii 
bas becn-settjed some time.® 

Tbe Bombay Diary of the 23pd February 1770 records Colonel 
Pomble represents tbat tbe service will suffer greatly if the alloOTnre 
of Bs. 5 for each sepo 3 '’ who may enlist is not continued. Ordered the 
same bo paid to tbe recruiting officer who must defray all otiier 
expenses on tliis account.® 

In December 1769 -Colonel Pemble submitted certain proposals 
regarding the sepoy corps. On tbese, at then- Consultation the 2nd 
January 1770, the Board record: Read a letter from Colonel Pemble 
recommending that tbe sepoy corps may bo' formed into four instead 
of three battolions and that tbe Em-opcans may be cantoned at Old 
Woman’s island during the feir season. The considemtion of this letter 
was deferred for a full Boai'd. Subsequently on .the 23rd February 1 77 Oj 
tbe Board passed the following orders. 'Reperused -the letter from 
Colonel P^ble, read the 2nd ultimo. The same being now. taken into 
consideration we are of ojunion the several proposals made by him aw 
obviously for the real benefit of the service and therefore they arc 


’ Bom. Gov. Consultation 28tli Sept. 1760, Pnl>. Diary 64 of 1769, 682. 

’ These opinions imve not been troced. 

’ Bom. Gov. Diary SOtb Nov. and 6tb Deo, 1769, Pnb. Diary 64 of 1769, 811, 818. 
Pub. Diary 23r«i Feh 1770 Vol. 65 of 1770, 137. 
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orilered to bo carried into oxccution as soon as possible. The sepoy 
corps to be formed into four battalions and the President to 
appoint an officer to command Iho fourth battalion. Q’he Hoard arc of 
opinion such nppoinfanentsTCst with the President, Nor would Captain 
J.ackson's appointment to this corps have been mimited under the Sth 
' March 1769 had not the President on account of his jwrlicular rej^ard 
for Captain Jackson desired the same might stand upon record to 
obmto every possible reflection, Tire land pajinastor is dircctc<l to 
erect' the sheds and bungalows i-coommcndcd by the Cnlonclin which 
he must observe the utmost frugality and make use of cocoamiL trees 
whore it can he done with propnetjv 

In the matter of the military peace cslahlishmcnt, .after eonsulUngoflieers 
of expcvicnce, tire Court write on the Gth April 1770 : The important 
point of settling our military cstabll«hmenl in the interval of jnsiee upon 
a respectable footing Iraaing been under our most maluvo eonsideralion 
we have, with the advice and assistance of Ijord Clive, Maior.Ocncni( 
Lawrence, Jfajor-Gcnoral Coote, and Colonel lYcddorbiwn, thougUl 
proper to adopt Uio following plan .and regulations for the militarv csinh- 



a regimmtconfauunglwo Iwttalions of Europeans nnd two !«f taliona 
of sepoys. Tho two Irattiihons of Enrojieans arc to consist, including roni- 
• ion oflicers and privates, of l.WS men e.vchifive 

of tho Ileld officers, and tho two {ratiaiion.s ofsepovs, iuclii'lin" eon>mi»- 



J VtJiniKmVfaOmJUJnfln WiM fnlscfc 

formed of one captain, four licutcnauls, i-k rerjeants, siv coTunnils 
four diaunmers, and 80 privates; total 101. j:-,..!, of / 

battahon companies to be foi-medof xmo captain, one Hpiftclanl So 
ensigns, four serjcanls, four corporats, three dmmmp^’ nni rt^ 
^d 70 prii-atcB ; total 85 That tlic Field oflicers to Ibc said 2JS 
c ^“’ilcnaut.coloncls, and two majors ^ 'ri«t 

each of the two battabons of seiwys beforemontioned shaO rL. -Jr 
one captain, five lieutenants, five ensign.^, .^Sof 

60 S*' 10 p"? Pubhcdilrs, 2<j jainndSs, GO haj.t d \ w 

i„ f colonr-mcn, 10 tom*toms, and 829 sepovs • to lonT’ 
n all 1021 Haring fonned a new military csUlEL,!” 
lioned in tho preceding painginph we rcmiii-o ilm < **'"* 
compliance thoiwith This will ' V'“ pimctnal 

•oarn™.,,,!. a J'oplv (o lllA IftnO. 


.S i™S,Tlh "SylSSi “ rr*" 

esteem it a very pernicious m-infi/iA lA i "'ai'j W( 

in working the guns. Ifsiid, tirinf;! i.'?? count r; 


iuworidngtheVmri;hci:;S™S 


use wiUi you we diruel that 
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iu future }’ou attacli European artillerymen to the service of the guns 
which may bolonff to the sepoy coips, and tliat no native he' trusted 
with any part of this important sei-vicc unless ahsolntc necessity ehould 
require it/ 

Beterring to tlic above orders Gcnci-al Wedderburn submits, lOtli 
October 1770, the following report : In obedience to your commaniU 
I have cndcavouicd to obtain as exact information as T could in so 
short a time of the number of sepoys neccEsary to be kept up at this 
Presidency. I now lay' before you such obserrations as have occurred 
to me respecting the execution of the orders of the Ilonoumble the 
Court of Directors for reducing and new modelling the sepoy corps. 

It appears to me tliat the number of private sepoys, exclusive of officers 
and non-commissioned ofllccrs ordered by tlie Honourable the ^urt of 
Directors, is insuilicicnt for the service of this Presidency aud its kili- 
ordinntc sctllcmcnts. IVithont entering into any disqnisition of the 
numbers rerpiircd for the defence of tliis place and its oxtenrivc worts in 
case of an attack, I shall confine myself to the details now before me of 
the duty which is ncecssavy to lie done here, TIio establishment 
ordered by the Honourable .tlie Directors is 1663 priratc sopovB.' It 
docs not appear to mo proper to diminish tlie number of sentinels, aud . 
it is very’ evident tliat when guns are mounted upon the new works^ 
and stores lodged in them, rt will be indis]M;nsablc to increase tlie 
number of sentinels very considerably’, Tlie following detail taken 
• from the retui-u given me of the duty of sepoy's on the island ot 
Bombay eomp.irca with the numlrcr ot sepoys ordered for the new. 
establishment will show how inadequate tliat number is to the duty 
required : 

353 Private sepoys daily on duty at the several town {'ales. 

70G Private sepoys wanted to make two rdiefs, which is ns little as 
can or nugiit to bo allowed, 

313 Private sepoys doina duty at the onl-posls- . ^ ‘ 

313 Wonted to relieve the outi-po^ts. 

189 Sick, upon the supposition of the two hattnlions, bcin^ half the 
iiunilier of the sick nt prescat. 

30 On fniiough, being half the nunober now absent witii leave. 

100 Becruits attending tbo drill, not being one-quarter of the number 
now at the drill. . 

18 Storekeepers, half the number at present employ’cd. 

0 bublicddrs' sons, half the present nninber. 

2031 Total. ■ . 

For flic duty’ of the town and island of Bombay {done exclusu'e of any , 
of the subordinate sottiemcnts,o£any demands from the marine, and of any^ 
detachmente to any place without the limits of the Presidency’, tlid 
new establishment is 373 men deficient. As, consistent with the safety 
of the jnilitaiy stores, the preservation of the works, or the ‘good 
government of the toAvn and island, it seems impossible so to diminish 
the guards as to bo able to obey the words of the order of the Hononr- 


• Court to Bombay 6th April 1770 porns 67 -73, Pub. Dep, Conrt'a liottcrs Vol. 8 of 
1708-1771, J6S-a0b. Uomp. of Stnmlwg Ord. Vol. 2 of 1769-1788, 237,3G(). 



Hateriels-I 


AND ISLAND. 


157 


able tlie Directors, it comes to bo considered how far it will be possible 
■ to obey the spirit and meaning of the order which I humbly conceive to 
be to have a sufficient and respectable military force kept at this 
Presidency at the Icast.possiblo eiqponso to the Ilonouvable Company. 

I have seen a considerable numher of invalids in the Ilononrnblo Com- 
pany’s pay who are able to servo in the out-forts on tliis island. They 
belong to no battalion, are not under the care of any officers, _ and do no 
duty." The irregular and licentious manner in which these invalids in 
the neighbourhood of the 'garrison live is, I am told, extremely hurtful 
to the health and discipline of the troops. It is submitted to your 
Honouv^s consideration whether these invalids imiy not still render 
some service-to the Honourable Company and do much loss mischipf to 
the rast of the troops, if such of them os are fit to serve at all bo cither 
iiddcd as superfumeraries to the companies of the infantry or formed 
into separate companies for the duty of the out-posts nionc. They arc 
peifecily equal to this duty j it will he uuucccssary ever to relieve 
them j their vice and licentiousness will lie a little restrained ; and the 
two battalions of infantry will funiish every j'eav a sufficient number 
to .keep the corps of. invalids always complete. The garrison of 
TclHeherry consists at pi'esont of three companies of infantry, one 
company of Bombay sepoys, and 815 local sepoys of the Nair and 
Tivi castes. The pay of this garrison amounts to about Rs. 7000 a 
month. It is submitted to your Ilonouris considemtiun whcllicr the 
jrost of Tcllichorry and its dependencies will not have a stronger or 
more serviceable gamson, if, instead of throe companies of infantry in 
had order, because they have notljcon recruited or relieved, and 815 
untrained troops, it wns ordered to consist of two complete companies 
of infantry sent from hence and four comp.anics of well disciplined 
Bombay sepoys wth European officers and non-commis.rioncd oilicors, 
exclusive of tho artillery detachment which is at present there. The 
expense of this proposed garrison will not exceed Its. .5000 a month. 
It is conceived the post will be in a much more defensible slate than 
at present and the saving to the Honourable Company will be abpul 
Rs. 24-, 000 a year. Besides tbe consideration of economy in Ibc 
military establishment .at Tellicherry there is another which I doubt 
not has occurred to your Honour. The Nair and Tiri sepoys 
raised there will not move from thence upon any emergency whatever. 
They therefore cannot be reckoned ^ually useful to this Presidency as 
sepoys -who will serve cheerfully in any part of Asia, .md who, lieing 
to be relieved at stated times, leave their wives and children here ns a 
pledge of their fidelity and allegiance. The garrison of Surat consists 
at present of two compjmics of infsmlry, two companies of Bombay 
ficpoys, and eight companies of Surat sepoys, • By the information, 
which I have roMivcd the' Surat sepoys are not only of no use but are 
in the greatest degree dangerous to tho settlement there. They are 
not umformly clothed, they are not armed alike, and are so little to Iw 

trusted that I am told they are never admitted into the Castle. It is 

extremely doubtful whether tho sepoys in tho Honourabic ComTiany's 
l)ay at Surat would not turn their ams against their hfastors in tho event 
of any rupture botwcon their Mnstera and the country iiowors. By thchist 
- returns it appears that the Chief of Surat has a guard of an ollioer and 
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thirty mtt. of t}(< H|ran<rv. thh I Jmvp h.ara that h« w5a,-n 

ntirowl vvjth It'"- tlintj ir.O nltmliaif him nuiHhp otbfr 

tn il H'nntjl < »j X Jn-ix? your Hniirtiir rvill lio inp Uu* 

tfi hi'IIoM* 1 4lo n'»t ttKfi toptn’ht'ftfi ini'* mia ftom Ui'< r.ihr' ct lluCti'A 
I't biir^t or nrjy »»f Iho (.'cnupniiy'i. diil ft;r\aBU, KtiR 

1 am )>.TJ.tinihv| you x»ill ft:*rtv u-ith nif in thiaUr^ ii xtrnng thal t!.! 
jiay ot of till* II««n«-Mral»Jo C<>mj;vnyV pii-j| f*;rTarit>i flwRtl Ixi i«. 

undpf tin* lioail of imlUnryptjviK.*;., c^j^ritilv n>i I ha^phrariis 
fotufitay of p-'otii an' pxj.ti- -ly for the* Wilclf iu-.<l otl.ff 

'I'o jt^y whom \».n t-.m laxo a.j v-W, \pa 

fniJDfil jirii<h’n(!y tm-t within t|ii> waH- of jour fnrtfr^t, wluvitlfif*. 
wv.y _Miur tiiiiftirtn. nV.*l whom you fl.-irp «<,.{ jitju, i..vro-> toTr-' vm* IH 
joilii'y a* volt B*. a ntpl i)nn>’vt'' '■aty oxjwr.'P Ip thj 

{‘omi-nny. 'J'h*' p\] riyht c-nipaii-.^.f Snrot f.-jor.' 
ii U*. a m Tip* i f t«n wimjwiit.*- pf IJ's'-sy 

I! '1S«. 1\>T twi'U*’ Kionth'. ‘iip csjip?!*-? r.f Wh 

fltn mat- to ,il»>n{ It* . 'j',i jmt th- |,'arr5'ofi of ffiirot in a a'pte 

n*- j*-vtrtl*l** m<ro«*i-!m' asal ilofiTi^jh!-* u'tti.-.tion than it wotjrc-nt; 
ami t<i 4itiititu4i \pry r»>n*'j 5< mWy tin* > xj*-n»‘- « f Itu* tnililary x .ta' H-h. 
HO’Rt 4 f thi' Ifotnuruliti* ( ’otni any, IIip (..tlouioif i» swhinitcpl 

to \ouf Htn'ntrV «-»'»a*'4.-m*it<n. 'nio two romj'-.tmps of infantry hivir.s 
l«'p« Stttnt.Uiutryn-al: i«i Uut*ii«ns)‘.,fcnti litviii;? f«mv4fal«p.dra 

nnilj'o'jn-x-'.ion* with th** iuU *!>itntii*', rliwild trJf'votl hy two Min- 
iwmrx fn-m h>*nn*. _ Jt awfwrn la m** tlut if thr I'itthl pomyani-stt 
Sumt j.'jioiip Won* liislftn'h'*! ami t!»>' two i-amjwnk'* *if lJoTj’.lny'>‘i’oti» 
rolipvnl hv rix iv>m|itn5i" of Homlay tiojiovr from henn* fti’thwhih* 
ollhvrx ami ii<m.c»uinii>-»5!>;!«tl t'fllporr acc>>iiIJn,'j ta tip* ««'w i''taMi'h- 
rut’nt, Uk* Ca'-th’ of Sural w*>ii!'l U* luurh Ivlt^r "arr{>-)ti»il Unn iti< 
at jirr-i-nt ami th** nnmul oxjH'n*-**** of tltrt Jotfh-inpjit U* nHliiccI alf'VP 
IN. S.'ijUt'O. Tlip «'X|i.*n t* of a c«.nil»!*'t(' ImtUilioti of K'lmyit on tin 
jitt'.'Hl pptalili •hno’nt i* for twoln* month' Its. 1> Hi.* psii-iufi «'f 
two ff>iniMiiii*H »*f llomloy H'{-t»y« with fho irnornhif'' at Snml w fot 
IwyUv manlhi IN. Wi,t*0w, 'Ihe* of ononKa{ciny of IJoinloy 

• opoyi.nml tho irrottubr'* ot Ti-Jlirlp'rn* i« for t nvUv montri*; IN. 

'the total oxj«<nto of thro** r«Mn|'smit“' of Domlrty rojHn*>i ami all th<t 
ir«‘f{ul.»n! at Surat ami ToUiolicrry i« for twclvi* month*.- IN. l,!ir),2UI'. 
Tuuu tliw it ojij'p.irf tlut Sorot nn«l 'IVIHchrrry N'in? garri-iitK-d hj’ 
t»*n comj>.muN of llomlioy r«i>oys!, thon* willlw a vetirly favitii; t>n the 
ftWivlc of military osiion-o at uto'O rcttlemfuN of 1N.’4P,I;I0 nml the 
yo.rrly llomlwytf\iH.'«*'i*|iorPxlwpc«llN.£*t,2«il ctjimlto ihopxiwnn; ofotw 
o«*m]Hclo Uittaliun. It !•» Ivlicvctl that liolh places will lic much more 
in a stale of <lofonop than they art* with the |«rp>:enl parri’-oUh awl thN 
J’rt***iih*ncy will pain the nihlittoiinl Ftroupth of a couij'lole Utttnlion of 
fqKtys v^hich iiuy 1 k» omployed wherever the cxipcncy of the scrx'ice 
may requite it. Uj^n tlw* xvhole, I oubmit iny humble oj'inion to your 
JIunoAtr’a consMlcroUon tlijit thedotv of this parrison cannot be tlouU 
with a smollcr immlicr (ban Ibn'c fatlnb'ons ami tbo tliity at Surat 
ami TelbVbciry with no lo<-s than one Initalion of foiHij-e. lly dis- 
iKtmlinp Ibe irrcpulare at Surat and Tcllicbcrry, tbo incrcaserl expenye 
to tbc llonoumble Company by hecjiiup uji four l^ttalions instead of 
two Avill be only Ks. 44,S21, I intend ns soon ns potsiblc, AA'ith y'out 
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Honour's approbation and pomiission, to go to Surat and afterwards 
to Tclliclieny that I may form, a judgment from what I thall have 
ficott rather tlian what I liavc heard of the reduction tliat may ho made 
in the military establishment at those settlements according to the 
duty wliich shall be thought necessary to Ijc done there. On my 
return I shall be able to make a report to your Honours w’ilh more 
nccnracy and precision than it is possible for me at present. Your 
Honours being well acquainted with the doty necessary to he done at 
thtisubordinato settlements arc the best judges whctlicr the plan I 
liave sketched out and have the honour to submit to yonr consideration 
bo either practicable or likely to iwovc advantageous to the Hononrahle 
'Company. 1 am persuaded when your Honours reflect that in the fair 
season 500 sepoys were employed last year in the marine and tluit near 
400 sepoys are now employed atBalaml>ang.in (in Borneo), in Persia, and 
on board the cruizers ; that in three months 200 more men will be w.anlcd 
for the daily dut}” here to guard the ordnance and stores in the new 
works, and when these men which foirly may bo stated at 700 arc 
added to 2031, the number now required for the duty in tlic tomi and 
island only, you will be of opinion that it will he necessary to keep 
tliree battalions of Ecpo 3 ' 8 . Also considering the present situation of 
politics in this country* with the dutj' required of the sopoj's and the 
difiieultj' of enlisting them, perliaps j'our Honours will he of opinion 
that it would be impradent to disljand the fourth hatt.aHon of trained 
sepoj's till the corps of topassos ordered to ho raised for the service of 
the marine sliall lie completed. Before I conclude I must represent 
to your Honour that it appears to me indispons.ably nocossar}' that 
thoro should bo one adjutant to each liattalion of scpoj's. It does not 
.appear to mo that the sepoy officers upon the now establishment of one 
to each company in g.aTrisou have more dutj' to do than the officers of 
infantrj'. I cannot therefore sec sinj' reason why tlrey should have any 
additional pa}" continued them. Tim Ilonoui-nblc the Directors in llieir 
last letter strongly recommended the most particular attention to 
be paid to the disciplining the sopo 3 '’ corps. The sepoys can ’ lie 
brought into good order only by a choice of the most excellent officers. 
This choice, wore it loft to tho Commander-in-chief under the Govei-nor 
and OounoiLwluch perliaps it should Im, it would be difficult for him to 
make with a strict regard to merit alone, because while the p.ay ie 
higher in the sepoy than in the infantry corps, earnest solicitations 
and powerful protection will probably often have more weight 
than the excellence of the officer. I would therefore recommend 
■' it to your Honour to strike off the additional pay of sub.altcrn 
officers in garrison and to increase it whenever they maj’’ happen 
to take the field. ' I jvould likewise submit it to your Honour’s 
consideration whether it would not he proper to give some gratifica- 
tion to such of the officers of the .sepoys as shall take the pains to 
acquire the country language. I have omitted the establishment 
at Anjengo because it is at present so small that no alteration 
which can be made in it can bo of any considerable advanta^'^c to 
the Honourable Company. The company now there would some- 
times be relieved. 
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On the 26th October 1770 OcncrnI lYcddorbum further writes :B\’- 
the eslnblislnnent of tlie sepoys ns Nettled bj* the KonouraUc the 
Court of Directors ten colour-men nrc allowed to cnch battalion. 
The scpoj's at prc.scnthnvo twelve colour-nien. ' It Appears to me that 
so great a number of colours do mischief, three or four at most 
being nil that ni-c ncce.ssnry to guide the morcnicnts of n battalion. 
The prc-scnt sot of colour-bcnrcra nrc not men who should bo trust-' 
ed with the colours of n battalion, the loss of which is always 
disgraceful. 1 rvoiild therefore humbly recommend it to your 
Honours to order that tho twelve colour-lienrcrs in each battalion 
be discharged. Tho colour.? will bo better carried than nt present 
by tlic jnnirtdiirs or by linviildiirs ns nt Madras or Boii^nl, and the 
yearly saving to tho Ilonournblo Company will bo Ks. 3456. 
ilv tbo c.stAbiisbinontof tho Honourable the Directors ten tom-toms 
n ‘battalion are allowed by which I humbly conceive ten sets of 
tom-toHisisincnnt. A.H 3 'ourlIonoursknowvciy'wellthntonetom-tom 
is of no nso, I would recommend Hint one .set of tom-toms be allowed 
to each company, ns the guidance and cadence of the march of the 
sepoys depend on them. It Appears to me that ton trumpeters to 
n battalion nrc perfectly uselc.ss. The Honourable tbo Directors in 
tlic noiv c.stnbli.shmont allow no tnimpotor.s. But n.s it is certain that 
whenever the sepoys come to be cinploj'cd in a close country, two 
trumpeters for each battalion wonltf be c.Ktrcmcly useful, I would 
Immul}’ Tocoiiuncnd it to your Honour to keep that number on tbe 
new ostnblisbmciit. 'J’ho yearly saving to tbo Honourable Company 
by discbni^ing the uselc.ss trumpeters will bo Rs. 2304 

On tbo above report nt tlicir Consultation on tbe 20th October 
1770 Government observe : Wo entirely concur with the General 
that the number of sepoys ordered by our Honourablo Masters is by 
no means sufficient for tlic cstablisluncnt. On tho contrniy it 
appears evident the service of -tbe island alone requires three 
battalions, and should tho now arrangement which he proposes in 
the garrisons of Surat and Tcllicherry take place, n fourth w’ill bo 
absomtely necessary’. Resolved, thoroforo, tbattbe whole of the foiw 
battalions bo kept up until wo determine on the proposed arrangc- 
raont which it is agreed to defer until the General cun visit both 
Kcttlomonts when be will bo better able to judge of tlio propriety 
of each. The battalions must bo officered agreeable to the Honour- 
ablo Company’s orders niid ns by this means tho duty of the officers 
will become much cosier, tbe additional pay’ to those in this corps 
must be struck off at tho end of this month and they put upon the 
same footing in point of alloAvnnces as tho officers of infantry. 
But such officers as may distinguish themselves by acquiring tho 
language will have a suitable gratification. By the above reduc- 
tion in the pay', allowing for an adjutant to each battalion os the 
General recommends and wliich is agi’ced to, our Honourable Masters 
will save Bs. 27,840 a year. We greatly approve tbe General’s 


> General Wcddcrlniro to UoTcniment lOtli ond 20lli Oct.177'0. Pnb. Diao’ of 
1770, 677 -CSS. 





Materials } 


AND ISLAND. 


1(51 


proposal respecting the invaluls and lirould have them formed into “ Ohap;^ VI. 

a cotnpan}’ accw’dingly for the service of the out-forts. We like- Military- 

wise approve the proposed discharge of the colour-bearers, the 

reduction of the trumpeters, and the increase of the tom-toms in the 

sepoy corps, which is ordered to be carried into execution accord- 

ingl3^» 

On the 30th June 1772, with a view to efFect reductions in the licduetions, 
military and new fortification charces, the President Mr, William 
Hornby made the following proposals to the members of Council : 

The expense and annual losses of this Presidency and its 
subordinates become a subject of the most serious consec[uencc. 

The dificTcnce against our Honourable Emploj'crs on close of the 
books ending 1771 was no less than Rs. 24,30,329. It behoves us 
therefore to carry into execution every means that can bo devised 
for decreasing the charges consistent with the safety and defence 
of the^ttlementsand flie nature of the service. I have already 
laid before you a plan for the reduction of the marine, and as the 
season is now .arrived I desire it may be taken into consideration. 

I shall now give j’ou iny sentiments on some other branches of our 
expenses. The Honourable Court of Directors in the 6Sth and 
69th paragraphs of their commands of the 6tli April 3770 are 
pleased to direct that the infantry on this establishment do consist 
of one regiment containing two battalions of Europeans and two 
battalions of sepoys ; and tiiat the two battalions of Europeans^ 
exclusive of the field officers, are to consist in tlie whole, commissioned 
officers non-commissioned ofideers and privates, of 1 562 men, and 
the two battalions of sepoys, including commissioned and non-com- 
missioned European and Black ofldeers, of 2042 men. They were 
not pleased in these commands to pvc directions regarding the 
artillery. But in those of the 18th March 1768 they direct the artillerj' 
shall consist of four companies, making together 302 men including 
the field sCnd all other ofiicers. These numbers make 890G men 
exclusive of the General and live Field officersof infantr 3 %who, added 
to the above, make 3912 men. Our establishment on the i.s]nnd, and 
- at Surat Tellicherry and Anjengo, consists of 7755 men, officers and 
privates including 609 Tivis and 32 Nairs at Tellicherry and 5-14 
topasses-here and 86 at Tollicheny andAnjongo, which togotlier make 
1271. This leaves for the infantry, artillery, sepoj’s, and Inscars 
6484. Tlie Honourable the Court of Directors in their commands 
of l8th March were pleased to declare that the establishment they 
then ordered was intended for garrisoning the island and subordi- 
nates, but it is, I believe, universally allowred not to be sufficient, 
par present establishment wants no more than 71 of doublin<» the 
Ainmber ordered by them, and - the number belonging to the island 
/ alone being’ .5410 exceeds their establishment by ‘ 1498. I propose 
therefore to j'^our consideration whether a regiment of infantry 
* General and all the field and other officers consisting 

of 1772 men composed of the Europeans and tbctopa.sscs doing* 


" Bom. Gov. Consttltfttioa 26th 0ct.'l770, Bub. Diary CC ot 1770, 060 • CC7 
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duty at TelUcViotry and Anjengo, a corps of artillery co\\sisling oI 
517 men including all officers and 209 lascors, three battalions of 
scpoj'^s consisting of 2632 men, and the 727 Nairs and llvis ai 
Tellicheriy will ne sufficient for the service of this whole ftesi- 
dency. This establishment will consist of 6648 men whose monthly 
pay will amount to Es. 57,487-3-17. The pi*esent establishment 
consists of 7700 men whose monthly pay amounts to Es. 77,149-2-98. 
The establishment ordered by the Court of Directors is 3912 men 
at the net monthly charges of Rs. 47,849-0-20, allowing for no com- 
missioned or non-commissioned officers or the staff surgeons nor 
cadets whose allowances, Rs. 2S98-1-43, added to that sum cause it 
to amount to Es. 60,247-0-63 monthly. The establishment I pro- 
pose provides for all those officers and 1736 men more than that 
ordered by tlie Court of Directors at the additional monthly expense 
of Rs. 7240-2-54. It will reduce the present establishment by 
2107 men and decrease the monthly pay Rs. 19,661-3-81 ; many 
contingent charges must decrease also. For your fuller information 
a statement is annexed particularizing the establishment ns ordered 
by tlie Company, as it now stands, and as I propose it should be. 
Tne annual amount of pay to the establishment I propose will be 
Bs. 6,89,832, from whence deducting Es. 2,20,000, the amount of 
the pay and allowances to the garrisons of Surat Tellicherrjr and 
Anjengo as reduced by G-eneral Wedderburn^s plan, the remaining 
charge of Rs. 4,69,844 will fall on the island only, and with house- 
rent oil and peon-money being Rs. 37,370 a year, will amount to 
Rs. 5,07,214 for the pay and allowances to 3369 officers and privates 
included under the head of garrison charges. The head of garrison 
charges on the books of 1760-61 for 3142 men on the island, 
including 381 peons and 162 invalids, amounted to no more than 
Es. 3,0^049-0-41 : on the books of 1770-71 it amoimted to 
Rs. 8,12,830-1-12 for 5006 men including 386 peons and 347 
invalids. On close of tbebooksof 1773, providedmy plan is adopted, 
it may be expected not to exceed Es. 5,60,000 for 4102 allowing 
for 386 peons and 347 invalids, in which cose the yearly difference in 
our expenses between 1771 and 1773 will be 2,52,830. When it 
is considered that the number of Buropeans, sepoys, and lascars is 
much greater than it was in the year 1760; that the increase of pay 
to the sepoys of every denomination and the addition of Europeans 
and augmentation of Black officers to sepoy corps, which took 
place in the years 1763 and 1709, occasions the expense of the 
proposed strength to exceed by the .sum of Rs. 70,482 the charge 
of the like number till the year 1763 ; and that the increase occa- 
sioned by officers of higher rank in the staff and additional pay to 
commissioned officers of every rank amounts to upwards of Ra 68,000 
a year, and that the allowance for house-rent is double what it' was 
in 1760-61, it follotra that proportionably the garrison charges foi 
the year 1772-73 will not exceed those of 1760-61. I have received 
.certain intelligence that the French have sent to Europe 3000 of the 
troops they had at Mauritius, and that they w’cre at the Cape, 20tli 
March lost, on their return on five large ships.- Wo therefore need not 
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hesitate to make our reductions on account of the reports wo have- 
heard of their having intended to transport that force to India. At 
the same time to obviate any objection that moy be made to disband- 
ing so many disciplined troops, I propose that the Chief of Surat be 
directed to endeavour to induce the Nabob to take them into his 
pay under the same control as those in the service of tho Nabob of 
Arcot in lieu of the irregulars he now has. If he declines accepting 
them they may be discharged. 

The monthly expense of the foriaiications has been vary high. I 
therefore propose that the labourers employed thereon should be re- 
duced to 1200 or 1500 men, and also if possible to lower tlio artificers’ 
and labourers’ pay under- what they at present receive. The charge of 
the storekeeper and his assistants, the engineer practitioners, engineers, 
surveyors, cadets, overseers, and others amounts according to the 
accompanying account to upwards of Es.. 2300 a month.' 1 conceive 
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a kvgo rcduciian may take place. I am oE opinion the engineer and 
ns^sistant cn^neers and six cadol overpcers arc jaiffieicnt for' every 
pvirpope. The lIono»ivablc the Court oC Directors, in their comnaand<; 
o£ the 4th April 1767 para 85, object to Its. 00 a month being nllowed 
to Cuplain Bnrr ns diitwlor of the laboratory if it had not been usual, 
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saying they 'will not admit of Bueh. iTinovations. In those of 25th 
March 176S, para 159, they direct that Captain Burr's yearly salary 
of £300 shall be in full of all allo'wanccs on account of that station. 
In their commands of Slet March 1769, pai'a 104, they expect and require 
that no allowances be at any time made to their military unless war- 
ranted by their orders or by the practice of their other Presidencies. And 
they mention that on account of 'the gratoiticB added to the 1>ay of 
their military officers they hoped we had of our own accord withdrawn 
every extra allowance whatever. Under the 6th April 1770, pai-a 15, 
they direct the marine establiehment to he adjusted on the most f ruonl 
terms possible. I sball hereafter lay before you such further remarks 
as may occur to me on__the reduction and on the losses and expenses in 
general both here and ait the subordinates.^ 


Pu1>. Diary 61 o£ 1772, 620 - 630. The details are : 

ExUHng ani JPropotri Force, I77S, 
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To coneider the above letter from the President'a ConsuHation was 
held oa the 30th Jane 1772. The Bombay Diary of that date has the 
folloOTDg entry : The Preddent laid before the Board a letter oa the 
subject of the military expenses of this establishment, slating the amount 
of it at diiferent periods^ accompanied also by a plan 'shevnng its pre- 
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Knits Fnyate 


Total .J 


ez4 

8 

1590 

0 

1260 

• 0 

1834 

24 

4091 

a 

22211 

141S 

21 

2023 

4B 

1C05 

120 

1 209 

120 

) 

R 


72 

» 

9160 

090 

8 

240 

IS 

19,086 


SIO 

24 


695 

20 


S18 


8S40 

32 

4 


10 


135 


.Sion) 

3359 


Captains at R8.160. 
Lieuts. at Rs. 84 ...{ 
Enslyns at Rs. GO. 
Serjts. Bs. 33«8*36 
Comdt9.R8.l02-l>C0. 
Subh^lrs at Rs. 
6t-l«G0 ... 

JumledJLrs at Rs. 

16'1 0 

HaviUdftrs at Bs. 

8-0.60 

KAUcs at Rs.6^-76., 
Tmmpeters atBs. 6 
Tom'tmns at Rs« 0 .[ 
Sepoys at Rs. 6 
Adjutants at Rs. 00 
SabniseSh 1 at Rs. 10 
and 12 at Rs. 
6.2.76. 

VTatennen at R8.C... 
Tivlst , 

2 Head Mopas at 
Bs. 10. 

68 Mopas at Rs. 6 
0S6 Private Tiris 
Kelra: 

1 Uopa and 1 Wrlteri 
at tfB.14-0-B0. f 
30 Mvate Kairsat 
B8.4I. 

Total 


463 

604 

800 

812 

807 

iSCSil 

;8o 

9JS , 
S«2} 
he 
442 
12.9W 
120 
91 


M4 
I 2908 

I UO 

23,sT4 
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sent expense and the expense he proposes^ likewise pointing ont sundry 
reductions necessary to be made in the expense of can'j'ing on the new 
fortifications. "We are of opinion the proposals herein contained ai*e of 
too much impoitance to be immediately decided on, thongh we are in 
general desirous to concur with the President in every suitable reduction, 
'fhe consideration of the whole is therefore deferi-ed till our next 
meeting.^ 

On the 3vd March 1773, agreeable to order in the previous Consulta- 
tion, Colonel Hohert Gordon laid before the Board a letter regarding the 
military establishment. On this the Board observe : The Colonel lays 
before ns a letter, agreeable to order in onr last Consultation, containing 
his sentiments on the military establishment and respecting the redno- 
tion proposed by the President nnder the 30th of June, as also on the 
letter from Messrs. Shaw and Garden dated the 8th of July. The 
Board then proceeded to take into eonmderation the military e^blish- 
ment at this Presidency and the subordinates, the minntes of Consulta- 
tion, and several papers relative thereto under the 30th of June and 
X ^ X/pon disciifiEan^ the inatter it was detenjoined not 

te i^;^uce any part of the force at present on foot as since the 
President s sfatment was drawn out, upwards of 1300 men have been 
detached to garrison Broach, tiUthe Committee of Defence has given us 
Its Mnfaments on the establishment of forces necessaiy in their opim’on 
both m p^e and war. ^e only exception is in regard to the topassee 
who are g^eraUy allowed to be but an useless body of peopli and 
were mostly raised about the month of March 1769 by reason that the 
battalions of European were then veiy incomplete. As the con- 

Smn from the presentsituation of the Honourable 

Company's affairs we have no prospect that it will he necessarv 
to scud any of our forces into the field, we are of opinion 
IB a very proper 3uncture to ease our Honourehle EmpW the 

more jiroper f. mount guard at the Mandui oi- Cnnfom w tiho are 
Eatopmaa, and as it ia iSS" 

Custom House Guard at the mo^ly p^ of Es 

orders on the 12th March 1773 • p Beard pas^ the following 
ed the Board that aeSle ^ of Defence acquaint- 

and 3rd instan? ft 26th \li 

tito tor tki. gammn 3 for ‘I” *»«» 

paareoaot™. »««wdoW ,aS?Sr5'iSSu?of?o,c^ 




Diary 61 of 1772, 617. 
Diary 63 of 1773, 140-141, 
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requisite for the proper defence of thi.s place in war. In respect to the 
peace establishment the President informs the Board that he adheres 
to the opinion he gave in his letter to the Board under the 30th of June 
last, in which opinion Mr. Watson joins. But Coloucl Gordon differ- < 
ing in opinion from those gentlemen now lays before the Board an 
establishment of forces in his opinion requisite for the garrison in time 
of peace. Both these estimates arc ordered to follow this Consultation 
for the notice of our Honourable Employers, together ndth a list of 
the sentries judged necessary by the Colonel for the works. Upon 
tlus the consideration of the subject is resumed, and, after mature dcli- 
lieration, the following resolution is taken tlicrcon : The Board ohservo 
tlmt if the battalions of infantry exceed in number the establishment 
fixed b}' the Honourable Company intlieir commands of the 6th of 
April 1770 it is owing to the large number of recruits scut. out from 
England and consequently no reduction can be made in the number of 
oiliccrs posted to each battalion. The Board concurs with the President 
in his opinion of the sepoy establishment as stated in his letter and 
plan entered under the 30th of June last. It is thorcforc resolved and 
ordered that in f ntnie the cstahlishment for the necessaty services of the 
Presidency and for the garrison of Surat slmll consist of two battalions 
with the addition at present of one battalion for tlic garrison of Broach. 
That each battalion of sepoys shall consist of eight companies, eacli 
company of 90 private sepoys, making 720 private sepoys to each 
battalion with the following officers to a battalion, namely one captain, 
two lieutenants, two ensigns, eight European soijeants, one comnj.ind- 
ant, eight subheddrs, sixteen jumbleddrs, forty Imvdldnrs, forty 
udiks, two trumpeters, twenty-four tom-toms, one adjutant, five 
sabnises with one head sabnis to the whole, and eight watermen. The 
officers that by this establishment become supernumerary arc not to 
be discharged, but to 1 m kept up as supenxumerary to each battalion and 
incorporated as vacancies happen. Owing to our having put a stop to 
the enlisting of any more sepoys under the 8tli of July last, the number 
of private sepoys is nearly reduced by death and desertion to the estab- 
lishment now resolved on. "NWicn they arc brought to this establish- 
ment they must be kept up with young able-bodied recruits of a proper 
size who mnstbe approved by the Muster Master previous to their being 
admitted into the service or their names being entered upon the muster 
rolls. As we are fully convinced that the mon^ly pay of Its. 6 
to a sepoy will be always a full sufficient inducement for any 
number to enter the serrice tliat may be vranted, without it being 
necessary to pay any bounty on this account as was sometime .ago 
allowed, ^ is resolved that no enlisting money bo ever paid in 
future. Tlie establishment of sepoys above resolved on is one hundred 
and nine sepoys to a battalion less than the establishment of the 
Honourable Company in tlieir commands of the 6th of April 1770. 
The European and Black officers are also considerably fewer in number 
in pi-opoi-tion to the privates, nevertheless wo are of opinion the duty of 
the battalions may very well be done as they are now modelled, and "the 
CMense of each will m time be considerably less by the dropping off of 
officere, by which the snp^numerary.onea will be incorporated in their 
stead, and no promohons made till those are all provided for. The 
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Board wish it was in their power to adhere to the last military estab- 
lishment ordcned from home of the 6th of April 1770, They are of 
opinion it is too small for this place and the subordinates, and they 
flatter themselves the reasons that have induced them to debate from it 
and which have been laid before the Honourable the Court of Directors 
otII prove suflBcient for their jastification. The President observes to 
the Board that he has acquiesced in four battalions of Bopo 3 m beings 
kept on foot, though thine only were proposed by his letter of the 30th 
June, because one battalion is judged bjr the Binach Committee neces- 
suy for the garrison them, the possession of which place we had not 
acquired or even resolved to attempt at that time. Messrs. Shaw and 
(^itlen desire it may be minuted that they are stiU of the opinion men- 
tioned in their letter laid before the Board on the 8th of Jnly last, 
namely that the oiders of the Honourable Company regarding their 
military establishment of the 6th of April 17-70, which they have often 
rinee repeated, should he strictly adhered to and carried into execution, 
but as the Board do not think proper to acquiesce therein, they readily 
terec to the reduction that it is now in part made. Colonel Gordon 
^clares that he adheres to the opinion he has given by the retuins 
this day laid before the Board, and that no reduction ought thoreforo 
to fake place. He obsei-ves that his predecessors Colonel Pemble and 
Bngadicr-Genoral Wcddeibum were of the same opinion as appears by 
their respective lettera.* n j 

Rcgai-ding the state of the armouiy and military stores, laboratory, 
and arrenal. Colonel Robert Gordon and other members of the Commit- 
tee of Sm-veys report on the 7th November 1774<; In discharge of the 
trust reposed m us by our Honourable Masters we beg leave to present 
a pai-riculai- account of the present state of the garrison 
^ inform you that on a survey made the Ist ultimo wo 
fijimd the armoury and military stores in good order, the laboiatorv 
and areenal well provided and in excellent condition, and the gra^w 
fiOfin contai^g about 1086 mitdds of 

ample^Sk.^ nee which, considering the lateness of the season, is an 

In the same report the Committee add; The new works and fortifica- 
wnrk the plans, are in as great forwardness and as nmdi 

'Ik possibly be expected from the few labourers 

December 1778 to the last of oStebS ml 
superficial feet levelled on tbo number of 

ouiforts and forte are in i The 

propose visiting them Mote ^e departure ^the* 27 , expected. We 
the short period fixed for the sailm^ of p 2Aomce, and are sorry 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 12tli Mar, 1773 P„i, n- • 

statements uocompanying Col. Gordon's 160-lCO. For the 
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Ifastors, On the 25th November following Government fliireW to 
i-ccord this letter in the tHai-y.^ 

Two •n’eelis later, on the 20th 'Novemher 1774, Bie same Committee 
of Snfvcys made a second reioort-' Ye8terd.ay we visited the oat-fofb, 

We wore informed tliat some of the magazines and store-rooms ves 
not water-tight. We also fouiid some gun carriages flat -mi 
repairs. At present tJiese out-forts are garrisoned by a serjeanlsm 
gunner, and a few invalids in each under the orders of a Capt^ 
of invalids, -whioh arc judged to he sufficient in tliesc peaceable time 
On the 25th November 1774 the Board ordered this report to I 
recorded.® 

Before the close of the year 1774 Government received instrnctiom 
from the Court o£ Directors relating to the authority of Governois 
and Military Commanders. Ol* iho 13th April 1774 the Court 
Ayrite ; We transmit you by this conveyance copy of su^ parts w 
our instructions to our Governor General and Council at Fort 
William as relate to the separate authority of our Governors and 
Military Commanders respectively. VVe have only to direct that you 
consider every instruction and regulation therein contained in the same 
point of view as though formed for j'our Presidency and that yon 
proceed accordingly to cany thc«n info immediate execution so for as 
local eii*ciiin8taBces wtII peimit. By the abox^e instrnctnons io tuB 
Governor General and Council of ^’m’t William, j'on will observe that 
^tnmissions are to be given to the Governors of our sovcral 
Settlements similar to that of Mr. Hastings. In consequence « 
that i^ulation we now transmit a Commission to Mr. Hornby 
Governor of the Presidency of Boinhay> appointing him Comm»ndc^ i 
in-Cliief of the Fort and Gaivison of Bombay.* 

On the 12tli December 1774 the following instructions relative to 
the military authority of the Governor were published : It havii^ 
been determined that the instructions relative to the militaiy authonty 
of ^0 Governors of the Compan/s reactive Presidencies together 
with the Governor's Commission should be published this day (12th 
December 1774), the necessary orders were in consequence given 
to the Commanding Officer and the Gentlemen of Council wore 
desired to meet the Governor for that purpose. The Honourable 
Company's Covenant Servants, the Mayor s Court, and other 
European and Native inhabitants 'vere *^0 summoned to attend. 
Accordingly this morning the regirii®^" ^ Infantry, tte battalion of 
Artillery, and the two battalions of sepoTO were drawn up on the Green 
before the Castle when the Houqurablo tte President with the 
Gentlemen of Council and the Bri^dier General at eight o'clock 
proceeded to the Gi-een where the Honomable Company's Covenant 
Servants and the other European also the Native inhabitants were 


1 committee of Surreys Boport 7Hi Ko^ 1774, Rib. Diary 60 of 1774,781, 837. 
Unr the Snrvcyor’a report see tlio some Dmrj JP?8™ 

^'r^Comroittee of Hurreysto Government ,20th Nov, 1774, Pub. Diary 00 of 1774, 

’®“cofrt to'^Bomboy 13tb April 1774, Pub, Pep- Court’s Lettcn Vol, 0 of 1772- 1777, 
llO.lSO. • . . • f 
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iiEscmblcd. Tlic President w-alkcd alon{f the line and was sainted by 
fivery'OlTiccr as he ptissed. After this, being returned to the centre, 
the following papers rvoro read by the Secretary in the iisnal manner : 
'J'lie 34th and 35th paragraphs of the Hononrahlc Court s commands to 
this Hresidenej', dated the 13th of April last, received per iSf afford : 
Extract from the Honourable Court's commands to the Governor 
General and Council at Fort William, dated the 29th of Jlareh last, 
relative to tire military authority of the Governors of the respective 
Presidencies received at the same time uith the foregoing : 'J’hc 
Honourable the Court of Directors’ Conimission constituting the 
President Govcpior and Commandor-iu-Chief of this Castle Garrison 
and Town : And, lastly, the Commission granted by the Honourable 
the Court of Directors to the Brigadier General, being in conFcrincnce 
of the foregoing, wherein be is styled Commander of the Forces im-tcsul 
of Commander-in'Chief as before. After reading the above a salute of 
19 guns was fired from the Castle and the like number from the Field 
Pieces to the right of the Line which also fired llwoe volleys and gave 
three huzzas wdien the salute utis taken up b}' such vessels as were in 
the road.^ . • 

In the Ijco^nning of 1775 the requirements of the lately conquered 
Sdlsettc called for an increase to tho military force at Bomlxiy. 
In December 1774 an additional bnti.alion was onlcred and one more 
was deemed necessary. Besides application Iwd to be made for a 
loan of military force to the otber tw*o Presidencies of Bengal and 
Madras. A Consultation of tlio 3i-d January 1775 records I’B^' the 
force that is indispensably obliged to be maintained on Sulsctto, 
our own garrison is so considerably reduced that we tbink it 
becomes us to -apply to one of the other Presidencies for military aid 
till we be properly rocraited. As, when occasion retpiired it, we' have 
assisted the other Presidoucios with both men and stores, we can 
make no doubt but tliat our Ilonouniblc Employers will approve 
our making such an application. Resolved therefore Ihat we write the 
President and Council at Fort St, George for ±wo compan'es of 
European infantry and ono comploto battalion of sopoys. Wo sliall 
return these when we are properly reoruited. "NVe slmll prolxibly rocoivo 
them sooner, if ’they are sent by land to Anjengo. That route must 
therefore be rccommondcd to them, unless direct convcvanccs thoidd 
offer for this plaoo,® A week after, on the 10th January, llic Board 
continuo : Sensible as wo w’ore tluvt a considerable part of tlio militarv 
-force destined for tho defonco of the Presidency would for llio 
present he required for maiutaining the proper posts on Ssilscllo 
we therefore resolved under the 12tli ultimo to raise an additional 
battalion of sepoys to he termed tho fifth Inttalion. The General in 
the letter boforo us pgoirtly recommends the rai.sing two l)att.alions. 
In the necessity of this measure we cannot lielp concurring as, from 
the General s accounts, at least for the present, a much larger forco 
tlian Vr'as at first supposed appears to ho absolutely requisite for tho 
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dcroncc of Siilsctlo. Resolved ilicroforo wnniiimooBly lliat two new 
kiUalions of ropoj's (incliulin!; llio one it was .iffrced to raiso on the 
l'2ll» -ultiina) eliaU bo raised and completed ns expeditiously as possible. 
These battalions as to ofliccrs, non-commiBrfoned otliccrs, and private 
men, arc to bo on the same footing a.s the other eepoy battalions, and 
ate to be termed the fiftli and sixth Ixittalions.* 

In the same year, 1775, more topasscs were also cnlortaincd. Tlio 
diary of the 14th January' luis the following onlrv; Alniut eighty 
top.'isses lately offered to enter into the niilibiry, who liave Iwcn enlisted 
and drafted into the European companies. As men nre at this lime 
much wanted, the Brigadier General requests to have their lay fixed. 
Agreed tliat Uicy lie allowed Rs. 0 n month for their sulisistenco, and 
Re. 1 a month for their clothing in like manner ns those that arc kept 
for the Mttiuh-i guard, tliat is Re. I a month less than tlic topas«cs 
were formerly allowed.® 

Later in the same year (1775) orders wore received from the Court 
disapproving' any pr<»i>osal for an incrcsisc in military strength and 
reeonnnotiding^ io<liiction. The entries of the Select Committee's 
Consultations m the Secret and Political Diary attracted the attention 
of the Court to the expected inero-ase of milit.ary force. To prevent this 
incrca'C on the IStli April 1775, the Court write: On 3 'oiir Select. 
Consultations wo find the gaiTi.eon proposed by one of the mcmlicrs of 
the Comnriltcc of Defence for Bombay in time of war consists of 14,770 
men Ixshides inliabitanis, surgeons, attendants in the hospitals, and olhors, 
which lie saj's will render tlic vvholc numlicr cqiml to 20,000. On tliis 
wo remark that our whole force at Madras when licriogcd by the 
Fi'cnch was 1758 Enn>i>can8 including borso, infantry, and nrlillory, and 
2220 sepoys and also about 200 horse belonging to the Nabob who 
were of no use to us. And if the fortifications of Bomhnj’ have been 
extended ro far ns to rctiuirc the number set down in the estimate 
\d man the vtoths, 'we baxe Tcason t.o lament tViat any new xsotVis \ttffo 
been undertaken, being fiillj' of opinion tliat if the old walls had been 
left as thoj' stood manj' 3 'c.ir 8 ago, the intorcst of the monc^’ whidi luis 
liccii sunk in fortifications sinco that lime would have maintained 
troops sufficient to have rendered the place impregnable to the 
combined forces of IndosLan and to liave secured it from any attack 
which the French^ were callable of making in that quarter. As tiio 
Island of Bombay is small and the places wlioro landing is pnieticablo 
arc few and not distant from the town ; as the disembarkation of troops, 
stores, and artillery is tedious and the ndvanhage of fresh troops over 
troops jnst landed from a long voyage without cannon must lie very 
coiisideinlilo, and ns a retreat under tlic gnus of the fort is at all events 
practicable, we persuade ourselves tliat with a good field train tlic troops 
we liave at Bombay nrill at all time be able to prevent a regular siege 
unless a moiu formiAaUo enemy should land upon that island than we 
have I’oasim to believe will over be sent against it. So long as a British 


' noin. CfOV. Coiiqahstion lOtli Jnii. 1775, Pub. Diaiy 07 of 1770, 17. 

» Horn. «ev.C,insultattonHt!i. fan. 1773, Pub. Diary 07 of 1775, 40 'll. Comp. t>f 
KtandiugOrAVol. Sot 1759 -nSS.aSi- f -i » » 



laterialB-] 

I AND ISLAND. 173 

Let remains in the East Indies, we deem it impossible for an enemy 
Uhout a superior marine foiee to -prevent tamely sueconre from 
ibeinff tll^o^vn into Bombay if such measure should become necessary. 
And BO long as we maintain our supenonty at Bengal and Ma^ 
we shall be able to provide those succours on the shortest warning. 

It is therefore our order that our infantry at Bombay non-commissioncd 
officers included, aud including also every co^aud and detachment 
for the subordinates he forthwith reduced to 1200 Europeans. That 
the artillery corps do consist of 312 Europeans and no more, 
non-commissiou officers bomhardiere and gunners included. That the 

corps of black troops be reduced to 3000 sepoys. That all black forces 
(exceptthe above 3000 scpoj's) such as topassos, Naire, Tivis, or any 
other denomination, bo disbanded. That no greater nnmlier of 
European commission officers be appointed to the said black troops 
I than the establishment shall of necessity require. That all officers 
who sknB become supernumerary by tius reform do continue to receive 
ikeir paj" ami ,tha* they exieesed tar caauaan^s ss vsusinacee shall 
happen according to seniority in their respective corps. Tliat all 
Em-opcan non-commission officers and private men oven aud above the 
said establishment be sent to Fort St. George or Fort "William 
according to such requisitions as shall be made from those settlements 
respectively or from either of them by our orders.* 

On the -need of repairs to the magazines and store-rooms the • 
Commandant of Artillery, Air. Newton Burr, W'ritcsto Erigndier-Gcnoral 
Bobert Gordon on -fcho 17th January 1776 : I beg leave to represent 
to you that the cruizers as also the shot yard magazhics in the Castle, 
w^hidi have been made from old store-rooms, are not only very 
improper but dangerous for tliis purpose. Two great objections to 
them are : First, the inner doors have largo iron hinges with staaplcs 
and hoops of tho same metal. Secondly, the floors being on a level with 
the tcrreplein of the Castle, occasions their being damp gre.at part of the 
year. This might he entirely remedied by having a projwr flooring of 
plank in lieu of the old broken pavement. The flooring of the royal 
magazine is greatly damaged by white antSj to repair whicli no time 
ou^t to be lost. As some new magazines at Fort George and 
(h^bcrland Ravelin are now almost, if not quite, fit for rcceiviu"' 
powder, I judged it my duty to give you this information.® ° 

On receipt of this tlwough tho Brigadier Geneml the Board on tho 
18th January 1776 observe ; The Brigadier General lays before us a 
letter addressed to him by the Director of the Laboratory settino-fci-tlx 
the necessity of some repairs being made to tho magazines in the Castle 
and proposing that the powder should in the meantime bo removed into 
the new magazines in Fort George. • An estimate is ordered to be made 
of what these repairs will amount to, and the powder is to bo immcdiatelv 
removed.® 


ofm2-1777. *775 paras 25-28, Pab. Dep, Court's Letters Vol. 0 

^ Brigadier General 17tb Jan. 177 g, Pub, Diary C9 of 
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A^'ceably to this ortler Mr. Lawrence Nikon Acting Principal 
Engineer, on the 3Utli Januai*y 1776, reports : Having in obedience to 
yonr Ilononrs’ commands surveyed the magazines mentioned by 
Major Burr in Ids letter to General Gordon, 1 found the ceiliogs of 
botli very much decayed insomudithat if they are not removed there is 
danger of them falling down in a year's time j the doors of said, 
magazines are also insecure and requite new ones to be made, being 
exposed to tlic open square of the Castle, so that the bursting of a , 
bombshell before either of those doors might force them open. If 
thcrcfoi'e an aiuhed passage bo made as marked in the plan with the 
doors as them laid doum, it w'onld perfectly seenre the magazines. 
And as it will be necessary^ shortly to remove the pavement and ceilings . 
that arc over these magazines, they might he made bombproof at 
same time. The aeeompany'ing plan shews their dimensions and the 
quantity of masonry required for their altei-ation, the amount of which 
the enclosed estimate does also determine. I have also surveyed the 
royal magazine and found the flooring so mucli damaged by the wHto , 
ants tlrat it will he necessary to remove the powder and have a new ' 
flooring laid before any powder can again bo put into it. The estimate 
for n-rnonfin g fbiB work docs also accompany this. As we are in great 
wantoftimber and neither of these works can he begun before the quantity 
required for either is brought up, I request the favour that your 
Honours ivill be pleased to direct that it be pui'diased and likewise five 
corgo of large timber and three corge of small wanted for the immediate 
service of the Castle and Fort George. The present great scarcity of 
chunam renders it my duty to roprraent to your Honours the necesrity 
there is for five hundred khandis being rogumrly delivered to the works 
every mouthy and that three thousand kluindis be laid up for the use of 
the new fortifications diuing the rainy season.^ 

On pemsing the same day the above letter the Board observe t 
Bead a letter from the Acting Principal Engineer enclosing an estimate 
of repairing the magazines in the Castle amounting to Bs. 8065. As 
tins work is absolutely necessary it must be completed according! 
The new fortification paymaster must be directed to lay, in the 
necessary quantities of timber and cbnnam upon the most reasonable 
terms.® 

As regards the allowance to be paid to disabled soldiers for which 
there existed no rules, Govemmeut on the 6th Febniary 1776 direct ; 
The Muster Master reports to the Board that a number of disabled 
soldiers have lately arrived from the army, and that no regulation 
erists TCspOTting the su^stence to be sdlowed to such persons 
from the time of their being disabled until an opportunity offers for 
their proceeding to Europe. As ho requests our directions for his 
guidance the following allowances are ordered to be made -in future to 
soldiers under the above description: To serjeants of infantry and 
artillery Bs. 9 a month, or. if they have lost a limb Es. 12 a month j 

> Prineipol Engineer Mr. If Nilson to Gorernment SOUi Jan. 1770, Pnb. Diary 69 of 
Qov. Conaultatioa SOth Jon. 1770, Pub, Diary .69 of 1776, 34. 
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corporals of infantry and artillery, bombardi^'S, and gunners 
7 a month ; to private Europeans aud matrosses Rs. o a monta. 

I In order that no military officer at any out-post at :my sj^rdinsrfe 
etfcJemenfc may annoy an inhabitant there, on the 13th May 177o 
ixovemment direct : Resolved and ordered tiiat it be cstahhehett as a 
itanding order that no officers or soldiers at any out-posts at^any of the 
^bordinates do presume upon any account to punish the inliahitants 
idiaoent to their posts. But that they do refer all complaints respecting 
Itbcm to the Chief or Senior Civil Servant of the settlement whose 
orders they may he under." 

On the 18th June 1776 Government determine the allowance to 
he paid to Bhanddris when employed as militia : The Bhanddris who 
were lately employed as militia have repeatedly request^ to he 
allowed provisions during the time they served. 'We tliink this 
request reasonable and therefore order tlmt they he paid for the time 
past at the rate of Bs. 2 a month, and tliat upon future occasions the 
following monthly allowances he observed : Bice one mnn and 11 
shei's, ddl 20 shers, ghi four shers, wood 90 billets, besides tobacco 
money.® 

On the 1st November 1776 Government resolve that it he made a 
standing order to ha observed in all gan-isons and detachments under 
this Presidency tliat no sepoy officers or privates ho tided but by a 
coui-t martial composed of BWk officers.* 

With a ^'iow to regulate the Subheddrs' and Jamdddrs' jiay, on the 
^2nd January 1777, Government direct: There is a ginat and most 
unreasonable disproportion between the pay of the snbheddrs and 
jomddiirs of sepoys ; the snbhedars receive Bs, 54-1-60 and the 
jan^ddi’s only Rs. J 6^ a month. It is therefore unanimously agreed 
to regulate the pay of these offioeis in a more equitable manner by 
suhhucting Rs. 10 a mouth from the pay of the suhheddrs, and adding 
half p£ tliat sum to the pay of the jamdddrs. By this method no 
additional esipensc will accrue to the Honourable Company. To 
prevent all discontent tliis regulation is not to afCoct the subheddrs now 
in commission hut only those created since the 1st instant (January 
1777). Nor is it to take place with the jamdddrs until, by the promotion 
of subheddrs upon the reduced pay, a sufficient saving lias acoiaicd to 
afford the addition of the jamdddrs’ pay without any increase of expense.® 

regards a corps of ^ engineei-s, in tiieir letter of the 16th 
Coui-t write: We observe you have appointed 
a sumcient numher of officers for forming a corps of engineers who 
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arc now doing' duty ns such. OE this we do not^ disapprove. Tlidr 
pay is not to exceed tlie rate given helow trliich is tlie same as 
at our other scttlcmonls, natnol^' Lieutenant-Colonel £900 a j'ear • 
Major .f.o.iO; Captain .C'2S71} Lieutenant L127ij Ensign iOU; 
Total .ClQilUi.* 

On the C.tU .Time 1777 Government reaolvcd that in future a clause 
!» inserted in tlio commissions of the sepoy oflicors, subjecting them to 
iho onlera only o£ European commission olliccrs, and that a garnson 
order suhjoeting j.ami{ddrs to the comm.and of serjeants when on guaid 
he ahrogitcd.' 

A Consultation of tho 22tid Octolwr 1777 records : Our Enropcans 
are now cnc.impcd upon Old Woman^s Island, being lodged in tents, 
while the Ixii racks thcic bu'lt at a great c^ense, and in our opinion 
much Ijettcr calculated for Iheiraccommodalion and protection from the 
sun. ait! not made the least use of. Ordered that a committee consisting 
of tlio" land and military jKvjTnastors, < ’lO commanding olliccr, and the 
princiixil engineer he ordered to Burvey tho barracks nnd to report their 
present state and condition.^ 

Agvcftcdily to tlia above order tho Committee euhmiUcdthe following 
report on the 25lh October 1771 ; In olicdienco to yonr orders we have 
met and suni'cycd tlic banucks on Old Woman's iisland, and are of 
opinion they arc at present out of repair, being in want of some tiles 
window-shutters doors and flooring.* 

On pomsing the above report, on tlie 29tli October 1777, Go-emment 
direct : The ncccssarj' rci)nir6 as noticed by tlio Committee must . 
immediately be given to these banucks, and they must be put in proper 
order for the reception of tlie Enropcan.s now encamped in tents, who 
must be removed into tlicm as soon as {lossiblc. In order to m.ikc them 
still more cool and airy, skylights must be oi>cncd in the roof of tho 
veranda to the land side, and a small pent-house shed by way of veranda 
made to the west side. Small buildings must be erected distinct from 
the barracks to servo ns n Itduji or conjee, tlwt is gruel or correction 
house, nnd a tcmpoiury hospital. As it will conduce mneb to the health 
of the Enropcans, nnd to the preservation of discipline to keep them 
constantly in cantonments upon Old Woman's iskand, the Engineer 
must bo directed to proimre plans nnd estimates of tho cxiMsnso . of 
creeling a iuhot oEhnrmcImsnflictentto accommodate iho oflicers of two 
battalions, and also a plan nnd estimate of tlie cxiicnso of building 
Boparatc bungalows for them upon the plan proposed by Colonel Pemblc' 
in March 1770.® 

A Consultation of the 7lh December 1777 records : Tho Colonel 
lays Ixiforc us a petition from the head and other sabniscs of tho 


April 1777 para. 41, Fub. Sep. Courfa Letters VoL 9 of 

1772 -1777, 386. 

s Bom. Gov. ConsulteHon Cth Jnno 1777, Pub. Biaiy 71 of 1777, 263. Comp, of 
Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1769-1788, 204. ' 

a Bora. Got. Consultotion 2Znd Oct. 1777, Pnb. Siary 7i of 1777. 404. 

* Fob. Siniy 72 of 1777, 489, 

» Bom, Gov. CoiwuUotioa 29tb Oct. 1777, Fob. Dbiry 72 of 1777, 483 - 484. 
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KttalioTi'? Fct< in" forth tliat llie monthly paj' of the licnt! sahnis is only 
I’p. 10 and of the others Its. 6-2-75. This they rei>rcsont to bo by no 
/jifanR futlieicnt for their £ubsistoi\ce and therefore request it may be 
|ncri’a=ys3. As the Captains of the Ijattalions hare certified under the 
(>•>111100 that the smallness of the pajr prevente their getting people 
A|aaJ to the duty lequired of tlieaij it is agreed to, augment tlio pay 
(of the head sahnis to lis. 12 and of the others to B. 3 . 8 which the 
Ireilnclion formerly made in the numher of Eabniscs will enable hs to 
(afford without any increase of expense to the Company.^ 

A Consultation of the 7th Dcccmhor records : The establishment 
of arUllcrj' laetars necessary for the service of tliis place and the out* 
garri«or)s l«ing uow considorod, Colonel Egcrton lays before us a state- 
ment of the number in his opinion, requisite. Bespecting this he 
nwpiainls ns he lias consulted with the Commandant of Artillery, 
Hy this statement it appears that a hody of 500 lascars will he sufficient 
for the service of Bomlay SiHsette Surat and Broach, which the Colonel 
proposes to distribute in the following manner : Bombay and Silsetfce 
•100, Broach 50, and Surat 50, total 500. This estahlishmcnt is 
Ihcrefore appmvwl and fixed. And it is resolved to dmde them into 
live compaTiics and to post one sj-rang and four tindals to each company 
according to the Afadms Kegulation, The proposal from the Engineer 
conveyed by Colonel Egcrton in lus letter read the 3 rd instant, for 
annexing to that corps a h^y of Lascar Pioneoi-s is then considered and 
as a corps of thiit Kind is indispensably necessary, it is resolved that a 
<.ompany of one hundred fa-scars be for tlia present appointed for that 
.«n.o.<=e upon the same footing as the artillery lilLrs and be put 
engineer This will be but a small increas/o£ 

•’A' establishment above settled upwards of 

A ConKuIfation of tlie 231h February 1778 records • The 
Tnf,intr,r is to he forthwith incorporated into one battaUon ao-reeiWe to 
onr resolntiou of Oie 14th ultimo. TJus battaUon istoconS of 

•fmuJo nddTr battalion companies for the PreSeLy 

Broach as pZfS 

50 o.-ieh 400 . ^ f V caci^ , eight infantry comnanies of 

ExSeofCheXveX™^^^^ toff 67 S. 

of the Tivis at TclUcherrv under ihn company consibting 

A Captain and Sree lien “ command of Captain Whippey. 
grenadier eomiianics and a Captain ono Up ^ P^^d to each of the 
each of the l^ttalion oompSios ^ Weuant and two ensigns to 
3»vve the command of tJio Zm^nies captains are to 

Kover.il will ba deprived of arrangement 

ll«tnll thoCapt.4« StlftUmXff 

command companies as those 


* iSu'"nution 7tU 
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who will now hccome sapernTuneniT}’, shall receive an equal Ehare ottlie 
emoluments arising from the clothing. No further promotions o{ 
oommission or non-commission officers are to be made in the infantry 
till the number is reduced to the proper complement of the battalion as 
now modelled. The staff and surgeon for one battalion only nmst he 
retained and tlic suricmumcrary ones of those last appointed stmd 
off.* 


The battalion surgeons having applied to he placed on the same pay 
as the military surgeons at Madras, on tlic 18th March 1778 Govern- 
ment observe : As we are unacquainted with their allowances at that 
Presidency, it is resolved to write to the Frcridcut and Council for 
information. But as we are sensible the pay of our battalion surgeons 
is unequal to their support, it is also resolved to allow them in the 
meantime ton shillings a day a.s their pay exclusive of the allowances 
for house-rent and a palanquin.^ 

At a Consultation of the ISth May 1778, Colonel Egerton's proposal 
for appointing two sabnises to the artillery lascars was tahen into 
consideration. It was thought that one head snhnis and five assistant 
sabnises, the number allowed to each battalion, was too large bring 
much greater than the establishment at Madras, where it appears o riy 
one sabnis and one assistant snhnis are allowed. It is therefore agr^ 
to allow only one head, and two assistant sabnises to each battahoa 
which' we thinlc will ho fully sufficient. And as the increase in the 
number of lascars makes such appointment necessary, it is farther 
agreed to allow an assistant to tlie artillery purvoe to he on the 
footing of a common sabnis. A sabnis general for the whole sepoy ^ 
estabbshment appearing to be a necessary office, it is agreed to allow a 
monthly addition of Bs. 4 to his pay.^ 


Sepoy Pay Sloppagea and Cost, 13Ch April 1778? 
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I On jwrusing letters from tlie,Chie£_and Factors at Thina and from 
polottel Cockbom and Captain Gordon Government observe on the 7 th 
January 1778 : As two Captains of inhintry belong fo the Thdna 
Sarrisan, we tliink it reasonable that each in tnm should have the 
pmmand of the detaclunent at Ghodbandar. As Colonel Cockburn 
frcgularly signified to the Chief his intention of sending Captain 
Gordon to relieve Captain Panton^ the Chief should have permitted it, 
jns it does not appear that he has any good reason for wishing to con- 
tinue Captain Panton at Ghodbandar. To prevent nil future cause 
for complaint ou this hmd, it is resolved and ordered that at Sdlsetto 
and all our settlcmeats where there are out-posts, a proper roster he 
kept and the oQicei's in command be regularly relieved,^ 

To meet the expense to which officers were put in transporting their 
baggage to and from camp, Government, on the l^th January 1778, 
order : The Colonel represeuting to us the necessity of our makmg 
some allowance to the officers for transporting their baggage off ana 
tfamp oa Oltl Woman’s island, it is resolved that Es. 4 be allowed 
to a Captain and Ks. 2 to a subaltern each time going to and from 
camp,- ® 

The same year, 1778, the Diary of tho 21st October records: It 
bang judged luffbly proper to appoint an officer to take charge of the 

n ^ discipline them at Mdbim, 

It 16 lesolved tliat Lieut. Parker be appointed adiutant ivitli th» usual 

to the orders of the Oliief to whom he must make reports.s ^ 

In (August) 1779 Government appointed a committee to frame 
regulations reacting the issue of iLs and acLtrementT of the 
^ops. On the ^id August 1779 the committee submitted the 

KbSFXmo*’ of this Honourable Bo^itlted 

nc lotn Ultimo, as amply as in our power w'e liavo *1. 

principal quartennaster^l heafc^ndW 


The V 11 Wy ensue in las offic 2 

the troops are t^JS^p^bp^sed^^en^CTO^ accoutrements of 

- I ^^”^-'^^°°*^^<^^an yPOti-commissionedoffieer 

o! 1778, 4-6. Oomp. of Etead- 

’ful). 2UrOct.'l778 Vol!'?; on®77R”^^ 23. 
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or jn-ivote man sliall wilfully or carelessly lose or spoil any o£ liis 
or aecoiitrcmonts, stoppages at the accompanying mtes are to IwmiiQe 
from his pay by the sentence of a court Martial in the manner thaaiti., 
eles of warilireet.’ As it is the duty of every oHlcer toscethatthemea 
keep their accoutrements in good order, the commanding olHeet \rill in 
consccjncncc give onlcrs that Captains of companies and sepoy 1xittalign$ 
do review their companies and battalions once every week and that 
tbc C.'t^)t<iin of aich company' or battalion docs report the sdine to hh 
icspeutivo commanding officer. No indent of military stores for tlw 
imniLHliatc use of the troops cither in the field or garrison is to he 
complied with by' the military' storekeeper, commisairy, or qnartcr- 
master unless the same be certified by' the commanding olficDrofc^ 
regiment or corps on the spot or countersigned by the commanding < 
officer of the troops, and unless the motives for such indents are 
therein to be specified. Tliat the commanding officer of corps take 
piuticttlar care that their quartermasters keep a' very exact acconnl 
of receipts and expenditure of arms and accoutrements and that they 
^Bctllo with the commissary appointed for that piuposc at tlie end oE 
every month. When a soldier or sopoy is by sentence “ 
martial ordered under sfopp.igcs, such stoppisgos must be menhtmed m 
each nay roll given to the military, p.aym.astcr, who mil stop ttc whole 
and pay the monovso stopped to the military storekeeper which amount 
must be Lrouglifc* to eredit on bis books. No exchange of any arms or 
accoutrements slmll take place unless for immediate More they 

Irivo been regularly surveyed by' the committee for that seivicc. 
Nvery Imttalio? or My of troops must therefore keep their 
able arms or .nccontreraents till the end of every month, when after 
having reported tlier number and quality c^iimnffingoffioer of 

the tiW, ho may order them to ho exammedby the committre. After 
this ho may order them to be exchanged if found 

t. '4 ” 

i" to 

officers t ^ constant ^d Older tliat nothing may he 

but also that They krep 
r^Snt and regular account witl. thmr quartermaster. As 
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kononrere are allowed to every battalion it is expected an exebange 
lot arms will seldom be wanted. The quartermasters of sepoy 
battalions are therefore to keep sudr armourers constantly employed 
and see that the repairs of arms are properly esecuted and that such 
armonrers as are unfit for their place be immediately discharged. 

A committee or board of ordnance might bo appointed who arc to take 
exact and regular accounts acoompiniod by their vouchers from the 
commissary, the commaudaut of artillery, and the director of the 
I laboratory, together with the officers or sei-jeants commanding outposts, 
lis committee should report to the Honourable Board in cases of failure 
the compliance of these orders and regulations or of any other orders 
at may hereafter issued on this head. Such committee shall he 
■dered to sit every muster-day or the day following. This committee to 
insist of the commanding officer of the army, the military storekeeper, 
le principal engineer, and the commandant of artillery, and, in case the 
nny is commanded by an officer who is not of the infantry, then the 
enior officer of that corps should be one of that committee. All 
oturns for stores for the army must he made at the end of a month 
jy all quartermasters of corps to the commissary for such quantity 
IS the quartermasters deem necessary for the ensuing month in 
irder that tlie commissary may therefrom fi-ame his general monthly 
indent to the military storekeeper. That all officers who may at any 
time be promoted to copipanies or battalions of sepoys or otherwise 
oifiored to take charge, if for a short fame only during the absence or 
sickness of the commanding officer of such company or battalion, shall 
receive charge of the stores from the last officer who had charge of 
'•such company or battalion granting a receipt to his predecessor for the 
same. And if the balance so delivered shall not agree with the 
balance which stands on the books of such company or battalion, then 
shall the officer who had last charge of such company or battalion bo 
compelled to make good to the Honourable Company the amount of ^ 
the deficiency, winch being received by the military storekeeper he 
shall give credit for on his books. The quartermasters, the commis- 
sary, the director of the laboratory, the commanding officer of the 
artillery, and officers and serjeauts commanding outposts, shall in the 
like manner take and receive charge and report all deficiencies and the 
liersons who had last charge of either office shall make good all 
deficiencies to the Honourable Company in like manner as directed by 
the last article. That a muster of all accoutrements supplied by the 
military storekeeper be delivered to each corps and to the commissary . 
•' after having been first fixed and approved by the committee. That 
the persons appointed to receive them from the military stores are to 
receive none but such as are equal to muster. Lastly, the committee 
beg leave to recommend that all the different Tegulations herein pro- 
posed ‘take place minutely at the suboi'dinate settlements observing only 
that the office of commissacy may be held by the senior quartermaster 
on the spot.^ 
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On Ihe above report the Bombay Council on the Sth Scptemlier 
observe ; Bead a report from the committee appointed to frame rales 
for the better regulation of the supplies of mihtaiy atxontrements to 
the ai-my and a set of regulations Biey have framed for that purjiosc 
and snbmit for our approbation. These regulations lianng licen 
attentively considered appear Avell calculated to answer the end 
proposed, and are therefore approved and ordered to be strictly. ohscTml 
at Bombay, Surat, Broach, and Thdna. • In consequence of the com- 
mittee's recommendation to establish 'n commissary of stores, it is 
agreed to appoint Lieutenant Daniel Carpenter to that office nith a 
daily allowance of Bs. 4 and to abolish the office of garrison quartet- 
master. A hoard of ordnance is also appointed, consisting of the 
officers mentioned in the regulations, and they are duly to oteer^'c tho 
rules laid domi for their guidance.^ 

On the 4th September of the same year, 1779, the commandant 
of artillery represented to Government the want of non-commis- 
sioned officers. He said: The peculiar distress the battalion o! 
artillery is put to for want of non-commissioned officers and gnnncrs, 
makes me think it a dnty incumbent on me for the good of the service 
humbly to represent the case to your Honours. Ihe establishment of 
non-commissioned officers gunners and matrosscs, -in a companjr of 
artillery on this Presidency is 8 serjeants, 3 corporals, 8 bomhardici's, 
12 gutmers, 2 drums, and 72 matrosses. But from the numy detach- j 
meats at Surat, Broach, Thilna, Tellicherry, and other extra duties such j 
as serjeant-major, laboratory serjeant, magazine serjeant, quartermaster • 
sevjeant, serjeant at the light-house and Alalabdr Point, the delicjcnoy is _ 
BO great, that for these as well as many other obvious reasons, p.articularly " 
when posted to the different works on the fortifications, gunners 
and matrosses are obliged to be entrusted with posts highly improper 
for them for want of non-commissioned officers. Under the Slodras llegu- 
lations a company of artillery consists of 6 serjeants, G corporals, 
10 bombardiers, 24 gunners, 2 drums, 2 fifes, and 58 matrosscs. As 
this is a sufficient number of non-cotiunissioncd officers and gnnncrs 
I take the liberty most humbly to propose to your Honours to augment 
and allow the same number of non-commissioned officer's and gunners 
in a company of artillery here as at Madras. This will make the 
duty in future easy and regular and will bo of more serr'ice to the 
Honourable Company. I flatter myself your Honours will take this 
proposal into your serious consider'ation.^ , 

Onthoahovereport, on lho29th September 1779. Government direct: 
Bopemsed the letter from the commandant of artillery read last 
Council ^y and reforred to the records for the occasion of tlie artillery 
corps being augmented beyond the establishment ordered by the 
Honourable Company. From this wo find that in December 1773 the 
Select Committco orr a prospect of important service judged it expe- 
dient to add 100 private men to that corps' bat without increasing tho 


' > Boin. Gov. Consoifcition 8th Sept. 1779, Tah. Diorv 76 of 1779, 619. , 
s I’ub. Dairy 7C of 1779, 616 -510. 
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number of non-eommissioncd officore. Lieutenant-Colonel Nikon Ibc 
commanding officer, being sent for and consulted on tins subject, is of 
opinion that, from the raricty of duties incident to the corps of 
artiUory and the increased extent of our works, it is absolutely neces- 
sary to put that corps upon the same footing in respect to non-commis- 
sioned officers as at Madras. This measure is also strongly recom- 
mended by the commandant of artilleiy, and it appears cim- 
sistenh with reason tliatan increase of non-commissioncd officers should 
be made in proportion to the number of private men added to «>ch 
company since the esfeiblishment ordered by the Honourable Com- 
pau 3 '. For these reasons it is nnauimonsly resolved to put the four 
compauios of artillery upon the same footing as at Madras, wherchy 
each company, exclusive of commission officers, will consist of 
6 serjeauts, 6 corporals, 10 bombardiers, 20 gunners, 2 drummers, 

2 fifes, 58 matrosses, total 10 1 . It is further resolved that theserjeants at 
Old Woman^s Island and Malalxlr Point shall be put on rolls as extm- 
ordinary and not considered as part of the strength of the artillorj'.^ 

At a Consultation on the 16th February 1780, after reading a letter 
from the Board of Ordnance, the Council resolve that the terms fixed for 
tlie duration of accoutrements still appearing too short, in future no 
limit be fixed, hut that thoj’’ be kept m use so long as tbej' arc service- 
able. The regulation respecting arms and accoutrements appearing 
very proper must Ijc observed at this place and suljord males.® 

On the 13th Slay 1780, the Court write: H'c Imvc .appointed 
1 Major Richard Mathews, late of the Fort St. George establishment, 
whose services to the Companj' have been very meritorious, to l>c 
'^second in command of our forces under j'our Presidenej', A\-illi the mule 
of Lieutenant-Colonel next under General Goddard.® 

A Consultation of the 27th November 1782 records: Desertions 
being very frequent in this garrison and haxung gixat reason to 
conclude that many men .arc carried off bj' the Europe ships, it is 
resolved tliat it bo made a general and standing order tlwt iminodLatelj' 
on the arrival of any of the Honourable Compam-'s ships tlie Secretary 
do send off an official letter strictly' forbidding tlient to receive any men 
bclon^ng to this garrison upon anj' plea or pretext wlwtever, and 
declaring that any breach of this order will bo followed j)y .alisolutc 
and immediate dismissal from the Uononrablc Comp.anj''s service.* 

On the 10th April 1734 Goverament decided wlmt military lionours 
were to be paid by the guards to the Governor and all officers in the 
Presidency. They also laid down directions for the ofiiccr.s at the 
saluting battery for the different salutes to 1» given to .all shijis going in 
and oat of the harbour. Tlie following is a cojiy of those oi-dcrs • The 
Honourable the Governor to be leceivcd with rested anns, the drummer 
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’ Bom. ^nsuUatlon 29tli Kept. 1779, Fob. Di.vy 76 of 3770, COS - CG9. 

; Bom. Gov. Consultation J Otli Fob. 1780, Pnb. Diary 77 of 1780. II. 

1778 °1782%18°"''^^ tetters Vol.' 10 of 
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The militarj* rc«irtl<i of the fipfit hiindriHl and len years (IOJO-ITm, I 
of till' Co!ni)anj'’« ninun^ctncnt of Iloinlxiy contain several TeferfEw b I 
tlie laafcinp of gtinpowdcr. 'Jlicso can conveniently 1» gathciel is 
one section. 

On the 10th April 1070 the Snmi Council observe t llwmhayisE 
a continual want of Fallpotro for m.ilnng powder. Saltpetre av-f, 
he (.applied from Surat )jccatit-c the kinff’s minister onfjros^es tint coc- 
modity for his use. It is therefore fhonght convenient to cnoiit 
the I'lnctorsat KtirwAr, where its pri(» is reasomiblc, to Imy an4bi> 
upon tho first ship that slwU come thence 1000 mans of sallpc^ 
By this means the Bornlxiy parrison will lie rceniitcd without leb,* ■ 
Iwholden to tho king’s* olliccrfi hero.* The Kdrwrtr snjiply sewras 1. 1 
have proved insutneiout. lu their letter to Riijupur, on the 12th rfhl 
mary 1670, tho Surat Council write: "IVo Im'o received letters frm:| 
Bomlny wherein they;; deslro to 1 k> supplied witli l.>0 or SOOlttWl 
raltpctro which wo desire you to procure and send (hem.* ' 

In llio following year (1077) a Sumi man offering to m.nko gun- 
powdijr at Bomlray at a sjwcially cheap rate, the President, Mr. 
Anngior, writes to Bombay on tho Ist Fehnmrv: One Mnnpi Bnfi 
(^Tanji Dhnnji) who now takc.s his p3s.sagc to tlie island hath maS‘ 
somo prapo'-itions to us touching tho construction of a new mill anl 
other engines for making powder better and at far cbcai>cr rates (he 
now you n».ako it on the island. tVe b.ave reforrod Miinji unto yon t 
discourse with him, and, if you judge it convenient, to employ him? 
Later references seem to show tJiat Manji’s propositions mot with 
npproy.'il and tli.at n jiowdcr mill was built to the sout]>-wcst of ths 
Castle between the Church and AjioUo Gates apparently nhout the site 
of tho present Secretariat. 

A Consultation of tho 26lh Fol»ruary_1731 records: Fj-oquenl com- 
plaints arc m.vle of the hardship of pressing women and boys to Ixiat 
tho Sialtpelrc and otlicr powder ingredients in -wooden mortars. It is 
also i-oprosentcd tliat powder rmadc by this baud beating is not so 
good as if the materials were mixed in mills worked by builalocs. The 
general storekeopor to whom this affair was recommended lays before 
the Board a plan and calculate of the charge in erectingtwo mills which 
Avill amount to Rs. 1400 ; likewise a calculate of the eicpensc of build- 


' KwftUy Marino (Surat) Consultation 10th April 1C70, Surat Fact. Diary 1 ol 
icoo-icg(j. 

» Surat to BitjApur 12th Feb. 1070, Snnit Paot. Out. L, B. 2 of 1G76-7G, 77. 

» Surat to Bombay 1st Feb. 1677, Surat Fact. Out L. B. 3 of 1677-1700, 11. 
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ing a powder-hoHse in which the said mills are to he fiscd. The present 
powder-house is not only grown vary crazy but is likewise very danger- 
ous. The expense of the new house is computed at Rs. 1200 and of 
the house and mills at Es. 2600 ; and by a moderate computation the said 
mills in two years will he paid for, and the powder rendered much better 
than at present. Agreed therefore that the land pa 3 'mastor give direc- 
tions for setting about tho said house and mills with the ntmost 
expedition.^ 


For about throe years this order seems to have remained in abeyance. 
^ In 17 34) the clerk of tho works laid before tho Board a plan of a 
‘ powder mill on wliich after debate on the 27th April the Board passed 
, the following orders ; Mr. Archibald Campbell Firet Lieutenant of tho 
Princess Carolina galley, who, by Government order of tho 27tli April 
^ 1731, was appointed clerk of the works on Rs. 30 a month and master 
, of arms on Rs. 40 a month frOtn the 1st March 1734i, la 3'6 before the 
^ Board tlie skctoli of a mill for making of powder. Such a mill is greatly 
, wanted on this island, partly through a deficiency of working people 
. partly because they are unwilling to be emplo 3 md in such service. Tho 
proposed mill is to work twenty-four pestles either by buffaloes or wind, 
esteemed safer and more secure to have the mill worked by 
bumiloes,^ as these country people am not at all ac(|na{ntcd with wind 
nulls, it is agreed tlmt as soon as the workmen can bo spared from 
more immodiato services a house be sot about for a powder mill on Old 
« Oman s ishnd to bo worked by buffaloes according to tbo schoino 
which 5Ir. Campbell has laid before us. This house is to be made in 
sucli a ^nner that in ease tho buffaloes do not answer, a spire may 
! 1)6^ CTGo , “ house for a windmill. It is computed that the 

said mill with its forty pestles will make a sufUcient quantity of gun- 
powder both for sale and for tho service of this and the other settlements. 
» °ort probably begun in tbe July following, as an item of 
t Kb y<j on its account is included in tho land paymaster’s montlilv 
• disbursements for July 1734).® 

Though the powder house on Old Woman’s island was completed it 
seems never to have been used. On tlie20tli November 1741 a model 
was obtained for a new powder mill. The question arose whether tho 
powder house on Old Woman’s island should bo used or a now honso 
built near the existing powder house. In 1742 as Old Woman's island 
was out of the way for the work people, bad no fresh water, and no 
Btorcliouses, a site close to tho existing powder house tliat is near the 
present Secretariat Avas chosen/"* 


on Old Woman 
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- n”™' Cousnltation SCtti Feb. 17.31, Pnb Diair 4 ol 1731 •>8-29 
3 n ™' 27tb Apra 1734, Pnb. Bjn^ 7 of 17.31 *03 ICO 
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The military records of the first hundred and ten years (1070-1730) 
o£ the Company’s majiagemcnt of Uombay contain fcvcml rcfiTcncen to 
the making of gunpowder. Tlicse cm conveniently I* gathered in 
one Ecction. 

On the lOtli April 1070 the Surat Conncil oh'cn'o ; Boml>ay i« in 
a continual w.ant of saltpetre for making powder. SaltTH'tre caiinnl 
be supplied from Surat liccausc the king's minister engro.-'e.s th**--^!^ 
modit}' for lus use. It is ibereforo thought convenient tot I'Hordels 

A vr A F* _ • _ > . A • » 



By tliis means the Bombevy g;vrrison will Iw recruited without' Ising 
beholden to the king's* otliccrs hero.' The Kurrvdr snpply FeehiP to 
have proved insutTicient. In their letter to Ilitjiipnr, on the 12Ut I'eh- 
ruary 1670, the Surat Conncil write ; IVc liave received letters Utotn 
Bombay wherein thoj* desho to 1)0 supplied with l.'>0 or 2U0laT(..s 
saltpetre whicli wo dcsiro you to procure and send them,^ 

In the following year (1677) a Sural iium offering to make cnn.-' 
powder at Bombay at a s]>ecmlly cheap rale, the IVcsident. Air. 
Aungier, writes to Bombay on the 1st Tchniarv : One .Miingl Dngi 
(jrauji DhanjO who now takes his passage to tlio island hath made 
some propositions to us touching the coiLstruction of a new mill .-md 
other engines for malnng powder better nnd at far c!icniM.r rates llun 



ti»t a S‘u fKir; 

A Consultation of the 20th Fehniarv 1733 records- rnv,„ent 

IcJoS ConsaUntioa ,oth April ,C70. S„i.t Pact. Dimy 1 o( 
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ing a po%vder-lionse in which the said mills arc to he fixed. Tlie present 
powder-house is not only gro^vn very crazy but is likemsc very danger- 
ous. The expense o£ the new house is computed at Rs. 1 200 and o£ 
the house and mills at Rs. 2600 ; and by a moderate computation the said 
mills in two years will he paid for, and the powder rendered much hotter 
than at present. Agreed therefore tliat the land paymaster give direc- 
tions for setting about tho said house and mills with the utmost 
expedition.^ 

For .aliout throe years this order seems to have remained in aheyatico. 
In 173‘1< tho clerk of tho works laid lieforc the Board a plan of a 
])owder mill on which after debate on the 27th April tho Board passed 
the following orders ; Sir. Archibald Campbell First Lieutenant of the 
Princess Carolina galley, who, by Government order of the 27th April 
173 1, w.T,s appointed clerk of the works on Rs. 30 a month and master 
of arras on Rs. 40 a month from the 1st March 1734, lays before the 
Bour^ sketch of a mill for making of powder. Such a mill is greatly 
w.anled on lliis island, partly through a de/ieieney of working people 
partly hccause they are unwilling to be employed in such service. The 
proposed mill is to work twenty-four pestles cither by buffaloes or wind. 
As it is cpteomcd safer and more secure to have the mill worked by 
buffaloes, ns those country people arc not at all acquainted with wind 
milks, it is agreed that ns soon ns the workmen can be spared from 
mor*c immediate services a house bo sot about for a powder mill on Old 
Woman’s island to bo worked by buffaloes according to tho schomo 
which Mr. Campbell lias laid before ns. Tlus house is to be made in 
such a uianner lliat in case the buffaloes do not answer, a spire may 
be creoted on the said house for a windmill. It is computed tlhit the 
said mill with its forty pestles will make a sufRciont quantity of gun- 
powder both for sale and for tho service of this and the other settlements. 
The house was probably begun in tho July following, as an item of 
Rs. 90 on its account is included in tho land paymaster's monthly 
dishui'scmcnts for July 1734.® 

Though the powder house on Old Woman’s island was completed it 
seems never to have been used. Ou the 20th November 1741 a model 
was obtained for a new powder mill. The question arose whether the 
powder house on Old Woman’s island should be used or a new house 
built near the existing powder house. In 1742 ns Old Woman’s island 
was out of tho w.ay for the work people, had no Lesh water, and no 
Btorcliouscs, a silo close to the existing powder house that is near the 
present Secretariat was chosen.® 

Five 3 'cars later (27tU January 1747) the house on Old Woman’s 
"island until the ground round it >vas sold to Mr. Broughton the renter 
of the island for Rs, 600.* 
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1 Bom. Gov. Consultation 2Gtli Fob. 1731, Pub. Diary 4oI 1731, 28-29. 

- Boin. Gov. Consultation 27tli April 1734, Piib. Diory 7 of 1731, 93, ICO. 

» Bom. Gov. Consultations 20th Nov. 1741, Piili. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 4C0 and vr 
Jan. 1742, Pnb. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 41 -42. Pub. Diary 1C of 1743, 128. 

* Pub. Diary 10 of 1743, 301. Pub. Dop. Conrl’s ' of 1 

Piil>. Diary 19 of 1740, 233, 250, 262 and Pnb. Diary 
the Court Vol. 1 of 1710-1749, 22. 
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The ■working of the new mill was eatisfaotory. Though they thought 
it ought to be cheaper, the Court (S5th Fob. 1747) admitted the Bom^y 
powder ■was superior ix) Europo po'wdor and ordered (7th March 1749) 
that it should be supplied to Bengal and the Coromandel Coast.^ 

As regards the cost in 1760 the Bombay Oovernment explained that 
a handsome profit was made on the brimstone and saltpetre supplied 
to the contractor so that the actual cost of the powder was consider* 
ably less than the normal cost. So great ■was the demand that in 
September 1750 orders were issuhd for building a fresh house.® 

In March 1753, to enable the Bombay workmen to construct a 
prefer powder mill, the Court sent models of the different parts. 
They also engaged John Cairn, a man well sldlled in the method of 
burning charcoal, to serve in the powder works on £60 a year.® 

In December 1753 Sir James Foulis objected to the site of the exist- 
ing powder house. It was confined on one side by 'tlic sea and on the 
other by the town. Enquiry failed to discover a better site and the 
work of building a new house was pressed on in February 1754.* 

The new powder house seems not to have lasted long. In March 
1755 the Court sanction fresh buildings in tho room of tbo gunpowder 
works lately blown up.* 


» Pob. D^. Court’s Letters Vol. 3 of 1742-1761. 139, 105. 

j ® Drp. Court’s Lotteia Vol. 4 o£ 1762- 178R 91 

* I’ulj. Diary 20 of 1763, 418-419 and 27 of 17M, 30. / n, . 

1762.1760, 218-219. Tlio foUowinc tlotails 
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In 1760 (4tli March) the Bombay Government, pass the following Chapter VI. 

order; ILwng rc.asoii to tliink th.at our Honourable Masters have w'lT 

been, greatly prejudiced by large quantities of gunpowder havinn- inHitary. 
lately been made at tlicir mills and sold on private aoooanb, it is Gunpowder, 
resolved that a publication in the different languages bo issued by beat 
of drum and adi.'ccd at the usual publio places, positively forbidding 
all persons whatever on this island in future to make or sell any gun- 
powder directly or indirectly on private account, declaring that any 
person in the service who shall presume to act in contempt of such 
publication shall bo immediately dismissed therefrom and any other 
person punished or fined in such manner as wo may think fit to oi-der. 

Jlessrs. Hornby, Spencer, and Hough are appointed a committee for 
enquiring inio the present state of the powder and powder works, and 
of the most proper means for making it in future, which they are to 
lay before tbe Board for tboir further consideration.^ 

About tbo same time (25tb April 1760) a similar order was being 
issued by the Court that whoever may make or vend gunpowder except 
on the Company’s account sliall forfeit tbo service and be dismissed tlio 
settlement." 

About 1766 tbo powder bouse had by additions spread from its Towder House, 
original site, outside of the walls to tbo south-west of llio town between 
Church and Apollo gates, to Avithin 210 yards of tho Stanhope bastion 
whore were manj' scattered buildings of AA’hich the two largest measured 
105 and 115 feel long and 35 to 39 feet broad.’’ 
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' Dom. Oov. Consultation dtliMArcIi 17G0, Pitb. Diary 3( of 17G0, 1G9-1G0* Comp, 
of KUndiiig Ord. VoK 2 of 17C9- 1788. 189. 

* Court to lloiiibay 23111 April 17G0 p.iro 101. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 
1759-1788, 189, Piif). Dcp. Couri*B LottorR Vol. 5 of 1757’* 17CI, 272. 

^ rtlncipal li^nginccr to tho Uonid 23i’il Dec. 17C0, Pub. Dinry47 of 1760,870-872. 
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A return of the 31st Maj' 17C0 shows a total slock of 14-1 barrels of 
European powder of wliich 4 1 wore danwged, and of Comp.anj-'s or 
Uomhaj'-nmde powder 1675 Kirrols of three varieties fine flat and round 
of whicli 452 were dnnuigcd.^ 

On the 2Uh Juno 1760 the Principal En<»ino3r rcjJorU; There 
now remain in one of the tomlw upon Old AVoman's idand 415 ltt«;s of 
eomiiosition sent down from Sumt Last year. It appc.ars to me to contain 
more of ch-arcoal and dirt th.an of any other inifrcdicnt. 'llierc is some 
sul])Iiur .and little salt]«trc. Some seem** ns if designed for ffunpomlcr 
and some I apprehend for country lights, I burnt some of it when it 
first came here and I then deemed it not worth kccpin<y. Vet I hal 
no particular orders concerning it. I have lately tried to hum some of, 
it which scarce showed an nj»i)oarancc of comhiisUhle matter. I k'g 
your Honour avill please to lot mo know your directions on that head* 

On perusing the al>ove report the Board remark ; Ke.ad a letter 
from the Principal Engineer desiring our orders in regard to the fom- 
position received Last year from Sumt and now lodged in one of the 
tombs on Old Woman’s island. It is directed tli.at the Major, the 
Military Slorckcopcr himself, ami the First Captain of Artillery survey 
and make a report thereof.* 

Agreeably to the above order Major Fraser, the PrincijKal TSngineer, 
and tlic Commanding Officer of the Artillery report (15th July 1760) in 
writing that they arc of opinion the composition received lnstye.ir from 
. Sumt IS unservicoahlo. The Bo.ard however ordered the military store- 
keeper to cnciuiro whetticr something cannot be made of it.* 

Regarding the quantity of gunpowder which should Ixj always in store 
the Court on the 6th Ainril 1703 write : We should think four tliou-sand 
barrels of gtinpowdcr much too large a quantity to Ijo nlw.ays in store on 
your island in time of peace. But we must leave it to your discretion to 
govern youraolvcs .according to times and circumstances. Not only your 
own wants aiu to be considered bnt the cjills you may have from Aindras 
and Bengal if they should not ho able to provide themselves with powder 
equal in strength to what you can make, which howovor we are in 
hopes they will do, and thereby Imvo no occiision for your assistance in 
that article. Wo need not remind you Hint caro must be taken to keep 
the magazines diy and survoys frequently nuidc on the barrels, which 
may have laid a long time in store, as they are apt to dccaj- and rot 
from the least damp and will certainly require to bo often turned.® 

In the matter of tho saltpetre houses, on the lOth April 1762 
para W6, Government write to the Comt : As tho powder-house 
committee represented the danger and inconvenience of the present 
saltpetic-houses and proposed to remove the same and in their stead to 
convert tho houses intended for the wcavere into proper saltpetre houses 
we agiued tliereto and issued necessary orders for that purpose Iii 


• Pab. Diary 34 of 1760, 44B. 

» PrinoipiJ. Engineer 24th Juno 1760, Pub. Diary 34 of 17G0 4 S<? 

» Pub. Diary 24th June 1760 Vol. 34 of 1760. 470. ’ 

•* Pnb, Diary ICth July 1760 Vob 34 of 1760, 631. 

* Court to Bombay Ctb April 1763 paro 70, Pub. Dep, C, L. A^ol. 6 of 1762 - ITfli oqq^ 
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rcpl}' to lliis on tho Gtli April 1763 tlio Cotirt M’rilc : Your converting 
tlic houses intended for tlic weavers into saltpetre houses we cannot dis- 
appi-ovc, since the powdor-liouso committee lias represented so strongly 
the danger and inconvcnienco of the present saltpetre houses. On tho 
25lh March 1761, para OS, Government write to the Court: The 
powder-house committee representing on tho 1st October tho neces- 
sity of building a sallpctro house at a distance from the other works 
the same w’as ordered to lie done and the present house converted into 
a composition house.* 

It w,is intended to remove the powder works to another place but 
this being an item of new expenditure the Court on the 3rd April l/Ot 
write : As to the removal of the powder works wliich 3'ou mention as 
a now suhject of expense, wo know not what altcmtion the event of tho 
jiro-sont peace maj' have made in j'onr opinion on this head. However 
in c.a«o it should have Ixicn found nl)<«oliitelj' ncccseaiy for tlic security 
of 3'our fortifications we cannot hut think wo have reason to complain 
that the situation was not more malnrcli' considered when the houses 
were fir.st erected. This would liavc freed us from tho large expense which 
must attend the removal, even though the same materials arc omplo3’cd.® 

'row.aTds tho close of 176.*J the Powder House Committee submit- 
ted a fctatemeut of materials for making 2'100 barrels of gunpowder 
in the next twelve months, Tho Bomlxiy Diarj* of the 11th Oetoljcr 
rcconls : Head a letter from tho Powder House Committee nccompan}'- 
ing their hooks as usual, also a Ft.atcmciit of materials wanted for tiic 
ensuing _vcar and proposals for contracting for gram nt Rs. 18 the 
h/iaiuli if for one j-cav and at Rs. 17 if for tlirce j'car.®, Tho latter 
l>cing deemed a verj*. reasonable medium price it is agreed to as tho 
most .advantageous and tho committee are ordered to contract aceord- 
ingll' and to lay in the other stores on the cheapest terms possible.** 


• tn Court lOUi April 1702 para 10(1, Pub. Dcp. Xu (tor* to tin’ Court Yol. 0 

of l/fi'J, <53. Court to Uointisiy Otli April 17(13 para 80, I’ub. IJi>p. Court'd 1,. Vol. (1 of 
1T(>2 - 17(!1, 20(i, IbjinlMj' to Covirt Mnrrli 17C1 para OS, Piib. Hop. Ixtlcrd to tlie 
Court Vcl. II of 17i’,J, (17. 

■ (Joiirt to Uoinbiy :inl April 1701 para 01, Pub. Dcp. Court’d L. Vol, C of 1702 • 1701, 
2Sri.290. 

^ Iloin.Oov. Conkullation lllb Ocl. ITOo, Pub, Biary 15 of 1705, 0.",2. Pceidos tlip 
Iiotty dtorud, nrlu'b'H such na ropi'», coir, lia>.Kct’i, liriK>iii<i, luirbi I'*, iinil-, yhi, oil, aiitl 
tlif liUc, trero to li- puroba-^Hl by tlio K' «cr.al dtorctwin r on tin* ri-aMinablo tcrnid. 
'I'Jir* foilmviuir ilolnllH (Uitto, (!5,'i - G07) riiow (8th OcIuKt 170,5) tlu> pntvUious nml 

inalcri.alii ro'juir, «1 nl tho iKmiliT-liou'C for fvcOing catllo nml luaUiiif; 2100 b-irruls of 
gunj'ouOcr in tui'lve inoiitli* : 

JJn(Tnlt)CS for four rtflievci, 100 ; ilcOuct the nuinlicr roninining 


110 :rc<purO(l 20 

Gram for 100 cattle at *1 d/irrd each per Jay (no rcinain«) to Im con- 

tnictcd for ..• ... .■• ... ‘fOil 

Straw for ICO at 30 Ibd. each pcrilay, owt^. 10,012 

The fnllouinp will fliavo) to Ik: fupplipd hy llic Moody agreeable to 
bid rontract ; Itillet wood, pieced ‘100, (X)9 ; deduct the rcuiaini 

in warehoudp, 07,820 ; required 332,180 

To 1)0 pnrcliadcd ns lironglit liitlicr from the other dido : Sfilkhudfi, 

37,000 mam j dp<iuct tiio remains in tlie warehouse, 820 ; rcqniretl 30,180 

Kij)PClcd from Hip oilier ulilo : Sailiiclrc crude, cwt. 2200 

To 1)0 had from tl)P wnrobouso : l)rimi,tono crude, 290 ; deduct tlio 
remaind in warehouse 28 ; required ••• ••• ••• 
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On the 28r<l December 1768 tbePrinapal Engineer Captain Thoa# 
Keating reports the necessity o£ removing the powder works to smt 
otlier place: The works oi the new fortifioations arc now so {at 
advanced between the Apollo and Chni-ch Gates and the glacis is cairitd 
out so &r as to bring the road for carnages very dangerously near % 
powder works. This is especially tho case us all drirots of stone 
aud sand carriages constantly carry fire with tliem for the conveniems 
of cooking, and, very often, gentlemen’s caniages pass with rnies/MlU 
or torches whose sparks in high winds fly a long way to the grtivc danger 
of the works in tins quarter and of every individual. Those dangets 
there is no possibility of avoiding by carrying the road another Avav as 
the powder works are distributed in such a straggling manner tliatj 
make tho road which way you will, it must lead within a few paces of 
some one or other of the buildings. The above is but an inconsiderable 
o&air in oompaiison to other considerations of a more disadvantageous 
and dan^rous nature that arise from the present situation of those 
works. In the first place being erected only eight hundred and thirty- 
three yards from the centre of the town, if, as is often the case with 
powder worlra, the works take fiie, when 600 to 700 barrels of powder 
are in tho sifting-house, the shock firom the explosion would be so 
severe that I make no doubt it would considerably rain the worlcs most 
contiguous thereto. I have nest to observe that the powder buildings, as 
also the dwe lfog and ont-bouses formerly possessed by Mr, Court and now 
by hlr. Mostyn, are very favourably situated for covering an enemy in 
their approaches against the Marlborongb and Stanhope bastions. Two 
of the largest of tho powder works buildings are within 210ynrd6 of the 
Stanhope lotion directly on the salient angle. No enemy could 
possibly OTsh a greater advantage than the cover of this powder build- 
ing to shelter them in caiTying on their attack against the place. When 
m possession of the largest powder buildings the enemy will find 
ttem of excdlrat use. With very little trouble they may be made rmy 
faranrable batteries ammst the Stanhope bastion. It may possibly be 
1 ®’inngh te remove those buildings when a danger of 

^ opinion when it comes to extremities it 
every thmg in a proper posture of 
wpr« Tint 1 T severely regretted the necessary steps 

Se early md oonvenmnt time. I shall not trouble 

mav nrooeed numeration of the inoonvonienoles and dangers that 

SSf-.? *”■ 

in order to ha™ «. /,!» laid out for removing buildings 

little or no use as i npendedfor 

uncleared. No enemv dangerous bmldings remain 

when an advantage w elaiW ttT*^ opn and exposed 

slops of the 

hasiaon are: (1) 115 Seethneaua <ta of the Stanhope 

bread; walls of each, two feet thick; 


‘ Principal Ensineer 23ra Dec. ms n- . 

Diaiy 47 ol 1760, 870-872. 
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' On penisiiig the above report from the Principal Engineer setting 
forth the necessity’’ of rcmowng the powder works the consideration of 
the <]ucstion was deferred. Meanwhile the Soard directed that a proper 
spot for tlio works must he pitched upon and nn estimate framed of the 
expense which the moving would cause. Tliey add, the Committee of 
Survey's is directed to frame the estimate and make a report of their 
proceedings to iis.^ 

Agreeably to the above order the Committee of Surveys submitted 
the following report on the 16th January 1767 : We have pitched 
upon a spot of ground w’hioh we esteem in every respect verj' com- 
modious for the Powder Works. It is situated to the north of the 
entrance of the Mud Dock at hlitzgaon on a rising ground, well 
sheltered from the salt spra 3 's. A very good tank for the cattle lies 
contiguous thereto, stones for erecting the building are in great plenty 
within lift 3 ' or sixty 3 ’ards, and chunain kilns upon the spot. The 
place is also very convenient for the boats to take off the powder and 
bring the materials. In short no site on the island appears to be so 
well adapted for this purpose. The Engineer null as soon as possible 
comply with that part of your orders regarding the calculate of the 
expense attending the removal.® 

On the above report the same day the Board obserx’o : Head the 
report from the Coihmittoo of Surve 3 's recommending a spot of ground 
at Milzgaoii as ver 3 ' proper for the Powder Works. As we do not think 
the tenour of our Honourable Masters' present orders on the subject 
sutllcicntly authorizes us to carr 3 ' this transfer into execution, it is 
agreed to recommend the same to their consideration as a measure 
which should on no occasion be an 3 '' longer deferred, as in their present 
situation the Powder Works not onl 3 ' greatly incommode the forti- 
fications but would be very dangerous in the event of a war and the 
place being attacked. Wo cannot however but wish we had an 
authorit 3 ’' for removing them immediately as the matorijvls might bo 
used in carrying on the works contiguous thereto, by which a great 
expense would he saved.® 

In the beginning of 1768 the blowing up of a magazine is thus 
recorded in the Bombay Diar 3 ’^ of the 13th January ; About nine 
o'clock this morning a small inng.azine adjoining the Ramparts that 
contained about twcnt 3 ’--sevcn b.arrcls of gunpowder, made up in 
musket cartridges, was unhappily blown up through the unparalleled 
villainy of Solomon Hart who was Quarter-Master Serjeant and was 
this morning broke by the sentence of a Court Martial and destro 3 ’ed 
himself in the explosion. By this unhappy accident some lives were 
lost and many private houses much damaged."* 

On tho subject of the explosion the Bomkay Diar 3 ' of the 22nd 
January records : The laic unhappy accident to the magazine as minuted 
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1 Bom. Oov. Coisnllnlion SJJtrd Dec. 1700, Pul», Diary 47 of 1700, 801. 
•Pull, Diary ICtli .Tan, 1707 Vol. 48 of 170B, 48. ^ ^ ^ 

® Bom, Gov. Coiniiltation ICtli .Tan. 1707, Pub. Diary 48 of 1707, 47. 

* Bom. Gov. Diary 13tli,Jnii. 1708, Pub. Diary .70 of 1708, 8U. 
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nnder the 13th instant shows the necessitj' o£ following the estahlisW 
practice of most garrisoned towns in keeping the greatest iwrt of onr ' 
gunpowder ■ndthout the town in time of peace. The Committee oi f 
Surveys are therefore mAered to look out for a proper spot on which to i 
erect a magazine for this purpose, a calculate of cost of which mnsttc | 
framed and laid before us by the engineer nuth all expedition, Resolv- I 
ed also for the greater security that no powder be kept but in barrels I 
with copper hoops or in chests made on purpose.^ I 

On the 29th January the committee submitted the required report. I 
It iTins : Agreeable to your Honour’s orders relative to the choree of a I 
proper spot for erecting a magazine at a suitable distance fi'om the town, I 
we have been looking out for such a place and have fixed upon one ^ 
just to the northward of the M^i^on Dock which we esteem a voiy I 
convenient situation both with regard to the distance from the town | 
and the powder mills and on account of tiie ease with which boats may I 
Come to it and receive any quantity of powder tlrnt may be thought | 
necessary to be taken out. An est^ate of the expense of the buildbg 
is herewith laid before your Honours.® 

On the ahoVe report the same day the Boai-d observe ; Bead a report 
from the Committee of Surveys acquainting us they have fixed upon » 
spot to the northward of Mdzgaon Dock which they esteem a very 
proper and convenient situation for ■tlie proposed magazine ; an estimate 
of the expense of which they likewise enclose, amounting to 
Bb. 16,208>0-97. It being judged absolutely necessary that a work 
of this nature should be completed without delay, it is ordered to be 
forthwith set about.® 

This measure was reported the same year to the Court of Directors 
in the Bombay general letter of the 18th April and met with the 
approval of the Court. In their reply of the 31st March 1769 the 
Court write : The building a magazine for your gunpowder in the 
room of the small one blown up, and the spot fixed upon for that pur- 
pose appear to be very proper, and we expect your utmost cai'C and 
precaution to prevent such a catastrophe in future.* 

About the middle of 1768, in connection with the intended removal 
of the powder works to M^zgaon, the Bombay Diary of the 30th July 
records ; The Committee of Surveys with Colonel Campbell must he 
ordered to survey the island and report to us whether any otlier spot is 
more proper for removing the powder works to than that formerly 
recommended® ^ 

On receipt of the committee's report, the Diaiy of Uie 25th October 
has the following : Bead a letter from the Committee of Surveys and 
Colonel Campbell, giving it as their opinion that the spot formerly 


> Bom. Gov, Oonealbition 22na Jon. 1768, Fab. Diary 61 of 1763 10 - 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 39th Jan. 1768, Pub. Dia'rv fiOnf iv/w nn 

utter, Vol. 8 of 

» Bom. 6ov. Diary 30tb July 1703, Pub. Diary Cl of 1768, 431. 
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recommended for removing the powder works tO) is the most proper. 
Ec'-olved that one o£ the mills he immediately removed thither and the 
other to bo likewise removed as soon as the first is finished.^ 

At a Consultation on the 2Sth October 17G9 the Board read the 
powder-house committee's letter aecompanjdng their books for the 
year ending 31 st July 1769 and recorded; Wo are glad to perceive 
tlie cost of tlie powder made during the year 1768-69 is reduced by 
so much as Rs. 1-3-33 the barrel. As the committee desire to know 
what quantit}'^ of powder should be made in the course of the present 
season, they ai'c directed to. make 3000 barrels. Referring to this 
entry in the Diary on the 6th April 1770 the Coui't write: We are 
2>lcascd to find tliat gunpowder is made cheaper tlmn formerly and 
icly on your further care to direct the manufacture thereof on Uie 
lowest terms possible ~ 

Tlie Bombay Diary of the 19th, February 1773 records : The land 
paj'master presents to the Boai'd, conformable to directions, the report 
of the valuation of the house Icnown by the name of the powder- 
bousc situated on the esplanade amounting to Rs. 7993-2-2.®' 

Regarding" the requirements of the powder house on the-26thOctoh£r 
1779 Mr. Ilallamby makes the folloudng report to Mr. Draper : 
I have the honor of reporting to you Avhat 'is requisite to be done at tlie 
poM'der house to finish the inside of the second beating lionso and to 
make the whole complete. The necessary changes are two new double 
wheels and one new single wheel ; a stone and chunam building 140 
feet long and 28 feet broad, to be divided into the follomng : charcoal' 
sifting liouse, composition miring house, saltpetre and sulplinr sifting 
lioiise, wareliouse- for saltpetre and sulphur stores ; two new terraces for 
Irying powder. 17hcn the above arc finished- wc sliall then be enabled, 
bo make about 1000 barrels more in tlic season. But to render this 
still more certain 1 must here beg leave to recommend that spare 
lorizontal and perpendicular wlieols, aric trees, and cogs, may be 
minediatoly made up and kept in readiness as this work mostly must he 
nade of particular wood and requires time attention and groat nicety in 
ittiiig, llifi want of which has often stopped half the works for a month] 
.ogetlicr, as a failure in the beating mills affects all the w'orks.* 

At a Consultation on the 27th October Mr. Draper, the acting member 
)£ the powder house committee, laj's before the Board the above letter 
’roin Mr. Ilallamby the assistant :i.t tlie powder house, respecting somC' 
idditions requisite to be made tlicrcto and by the completion of which 
lie season's outturn of gunpowder might bo increased by 1000 
larrels. The Board records : As our stock of gunpowder is by no means 
idcqnato to onr exigencies at this time and also to reserve a sufficient 
quantity for defence, it is resolved that tlie proposed works bo irame- 
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1 Bom. Gov. Consultation 25tU Oct. 17CS, Pub. D'nry 61 of 17GS, 579. 

5 Pub. Diary 54 of 17G9, 7 10, 734, Pub. Dep Court’s Lottois Vol. 8 of 1709 - 1 1, 

,61. “ Pul). Dinry 03 otl773, 101 - 102. 

■* Mr. B. Ilnlliiniby to Mr, D. Draper, acting jnember of Powder House Committee,, 
altli Oct. 1779, Pub. Diary 70 of 1779,,00o- 000.. 
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cliatcly completed and also the spare ■\vhcelB recommended by the assist- 
ont, an estimato of the expense of which must be laid before ns.^ 
Agreeably to the above order on the 17th November the cstiTnate ot 
the expense of the proposed additions to the powder works amounting 
to Rs. 19,028-2-18 is laid before the Board with a letter from the 
assistant to tho acting member. The Board then direct tliat the 
additions to the works be completed with all expedition and proper 
orders issued to the military and general storekeepers as recommended 
by the assistant.® 

By October 1782 tlie danger of tho old Powder House was at last 
removed. In reporting the progress of the fortidcation works, on tho 
Sth October 1782, the Chief Engineer vsTites; The sand hills hetweea 
the burying ground and sepoy hospital have been removed and great 

S att of the Esplanade between the burying ground and the woods lias 
een levelled. The dwelling house called the Powder House lias been 
levelled to the ground.® 


’ Bom. Gov. ConaultatioD 27th Oct. 1770, Pnb. Diary 70 of 1779. 003 • GOf. 
* Bom. Gov. Consultation 17th Noy. 1779, Pttb. Diary 70 ot 1779, 018. 

» I’ub. Dinry 60 of 1782, 582. 
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Section III.— Commissions. 

The following forms of commissions for the appointments of a Master 
of the Ordnance (1694<), a Mnsfcer Master General (1694'), a Provost 
Marshal (1701), a Lieutenant (1703), an Ensign (1738), a Commander- 
in-Chicf (1739), a Bi'igadier-General (1770), a Cominander-in-Chief 
of Bombay (1774), and a Commander-in-Chief of the East Indies 
(1778), give details of the duties attaching to the difEerent offices. 

A commission (1694) to Captain Stacey Master of the Ordnance 
runs : John Gayer, General of all India Persia and Arabia for affairs 
of the Right Honourable English East India Company. By virtue of 
the authorit}'^ given me by commission I bear from the Right Honour- 
able Society of Merchants trading to the East Indies, by •\’irtue of their 
Majesties' Charter and other Letters Patent, I do, with the advice and 
consent of my Council, constitute and appoint yon Captain Benjamin 
Stacey master of the ordnance of the island and garrison thereon 
Avilling and commanding all infciaors as gunners' mates and montrosses 
(matrosscs) to follow your directions accoi'ding to the commission given 
j^ou, and you to give dii-cetions to the best of yom- judgment in wdiat 
required tending to that affair. And moreover to have all instru- 
ments ready cither for sea or land serviceable and to examine all pieces 
of ordnance that they have no defect or have hand grenadoes and other 
artificial fireworks necessary for all expeditions fitted and prepared, and 
manfully to detect resist and oppose all such as are enemies to their 
Majesties' cromis and to tlic Eight Honourable Company's dignities. 
And you are to observe and follow all such orders and directions as you 
fahall from time to time receive from mo or in my absence from my 
respective Deputy Govenior and Council at present constituted or 
hereafter to be constituted. Scaled witli the Right Honourable Com- 
])any’B seal and given under my hand in Bombay Castle, the 28th May 
1694, in tlie 5tli year of the reign.^ 

The Commission for an appointment of Muster-Master (1694) runs: 
Sir John Gayer, Knight,- General of India &c. &c. By virtue of the 
authority given me by the commission I boar from the Right Honour- 
able Society of Merchants trading to the East Indies by virtue of their 
Majesties’ Charter and Letters Patent, I do constitute and appoint you 
Bdma Comotin (Kdmnti) muster-master general of all the Gentus and 
black soldiers of the out-guards in the Eight Honourable Companj^'s 
scr\ncc upon tlie island of Bombay, willing and commanding all officers 
of tlie said soldiers to obey you in the said station accorffing to the 
commission given you.® 

The Commission for an appointment of Provost Marslial (1701) 
runs : Tlie Worshipfull John Bumiston Deputy Governor of His 
Majesty's Fort and Island of Bombay, and other Council for affiiirs of the 
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> Cominissiou to Captain Stacey 2Sth May 1694, dec. Out. L. B. 6 of 1604-1796, 1. 
* Commission to B4nja Kdmati 23rd June 1694, b'cc. Out. L. B. S of 1691 - 1696, 3. 
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Eiglit Honourable Governor and Company o£ Merchants of London 
trading' to the East Indies. By virtue of a power given us from His 
Excellency Sir John Gayer Kt. General of India, whose authorityis 
granted him by a commission from the Right Honourable Governor and 
Company of Merchants of London trading to the East Indies, by virtue 
of His Majesty’s and his ro 5 'al predecessore’ Royal Charters and Letters 
Patent, as likewise by a late Act of Parliament, granted said Company, 
we do constitute and appoint you Edward Simonds to be Provost 
Marshal of his Majesty's garrison and island of Bombay, hereby givdng 
you full power and authority to execute the free exercise of jmur said 
office, according to the tenonr of your instructions herervith given you, 
commanding you to fulfil the same to all intents and purposes, willing 
and enjoining all inferior officers and soldiers of the said garrison to 
obey and assist you in and about the performance and execution of your 
said office, being thereunto required. You are likewise to observe and 
follow all such orders and directions as from time to time you shall 
receive from us, or in our absence from whomsoever shall be appointed. 
Scaled with the Right Honourable Company’s seal and given under 
OUT hands in Bombay Castle tire lltb April 1701. To this commission 
are appended the follo'wing instructions ; Instnrctions for Edward 
Simonds Marshal : (1) No officer or soldier shall presume to hinder tiro 
Provost Marshal or servant in the execution of their office upon pain 
of death or such other puuishment as a Court Marshal shall think fit ; 
And all captains officers and soldiers shall do their utmost to apprehend 
and bring to punishment all offenders and shall assist the officers of 
his Majesty’s army or forces therein. Especially if the Provost Marshal 
or his officer req^uire the assistance of any officer or soldier in ajrijrelienrl- 
ing a person, declaring to them that it is for a capital crime, and the 
party escapes for want of aid and assistance, the party or person refus- 
ing to aid and assist shall suffer such punishment as a Court Marshal 
shall inflict. (2) Any officer or soldier rvho shall presume to draw liis 
sword in any place of judicature while the Court is sitting, shall 
suffer such ponishment as shall be inflicted on him by a Court Marshal 
and the Provost ^rshal of his Majesty’s army is hereby empowered 
and directed by bis own authority to apprelieud such offenders (3) If 
any soldier- being co^tted for any offence shall break prison, 'the said 
Provost Marshal shall by his own authority apprehend hiia and tlie 
offender shall suffer death. (4) No Provost Marslial shall refuse to 
receive or keep a prisoner committed to his charge by authority, or shall 
dismiss hun ivithout o^er upon pain of such punishment J a Court 
Marshal shall think fit, and if the offence for whicli the prisoner was 
apprehended deserved death the Provost M.aishal failing to receive and' 
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The commission for a Lieutenant (1703) i-uns: Sir John Gayer, 
Knight, General of India &c. for affiurs of the Bight Honour- 
able Governor and Company of Merchants of London trading into 
the East Indies Governor of Her Majesty^s Castle and Island of 
BoInba3^ Bj’’ virtue of the authorit}’’ given unto me bj’’ the commission 
I boar from the Bight Honourable the Governor and Companj’’ of 
Merchants of London trading into tiie East Indies, in conformity to 
the charters and letters patent of their late Majesties King William 
and Queen Mary of blessed memory and their ro3'al predecessors, I do 
(with consent and advice of my Council) constitute and appoint j’ou 
William Moore gentleman to be lieutenant of the third company of 
soldiers in the Castle and garrison of Bombay, giAung j’-ou full power to 
ti-ain e^rcise and conduct lead and bring them together according to 
martial discipline, as lieutenant of the said company, wilUng and 
requiring all inferior officers in the said company to obey j'ou as our 
lieutenant. You are likewise to observe and follow such orders and 
commands as you shall from time to time receive from m3'self or from 
my respective Deputy Governor at present constituted or after to be 
constituted. Given under my hand and sealed with the Eight Honour- 
able Compan3'’s seal in Surat, this 29th da3' of January in the first 
3'ear of Her Majesty^s reign of England Scotland France and Ireland, 
Queen, Defender of the Faith, d.imo Dom. one thousand seven hundred 
two and three.^ 

The commission for an Ensign (178S) runs : I, John Home President 
and Governor and Commander-in-Chief, by Aurtue of a power giveii 
me by the Honourable Court of Directors of the said United Company 
derived unto them under the authority of our sovereign Lord King 
George the Second and his royal predecessors, reposing especial 
trust and confidence in your courage fidelity and circumspection, do 
constitute and appoint you John Heimick Anthony Van Franken 
gentleman to be ensign of a company in the regiment of soldiers for 
the guard and defence of his ]\lajeEt3r^s Castle and island aforesaid ; I 
give you full power and authority to train exercise conduct and lead 
as well the inferior officers as soldiers of the company whereto 3"ou 
belong, accoi’ding to military discqjline willing and commanding 
them to obey you as their ensign, you following all such orders as 
shall be given 3’’ou by m3'’self, the captain commandant of the said 
regiment, the captain, or other four superior officers of the said company 
pursuant to the trust hereby reposed in yoxi. Sealed with the seal of 
the aforesaid Honourable Company and given under my hand in 
Bombay Castle, this 28th day of April in the eleventh year of the reign 
of His Most Excellent Majesty George the Second of Great Britain 
France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, Anno Domini 
1738.= 

The commission for the Commander-in-Chief (1739) runs : I, Stephen 
Law President of and for all afiairs of the Honourable United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies on the coast of 
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India Persia and Arabia^ Governor and Commander-ia-Chie£ of Ilis 
Majesty^s Castle and Island of Bombay to all to whom these presents 
shall come greotingf. By rnrtnc of a power given mo by the Honoaiable 
the Court of Diiectors of the United Company of Mci chants of England 
trading to the East Indies -and derived unto tliem from the anthonlj 
of our sovereign Lord King George the Second and his roji I 
predecessors, for several considerations and reasons me thereunto I 
especially moving, by 'and svith the advice and consent of my Council, 
do constrtntc and appoint you Charles Eigby Esq,, at present Deput) 
Governor and Superintendent of the jlarinc of Bombay, to Ik 
C omnrandcr-in-Cbief of all the Hononrablo Compairy's squadrons 
fleets and vessels of war under this Presidency. I giro you full poners 
and authority to pursue follow after take sink bum and destroy all and 
every ship and ships of war grabs madivds and other vessels bolongrug 
to any pirates freebooters and robbers on the high seas or to any 
enemy of our sovereign Lord the King and his subjects, who by any 
waj’s or means intercept or hinder the trade and commerce of the co^t 
of India Gujaidt and Persia j And also to protect and defend all ships 
and vessels who have passports sealed rvith the United Company’s 
seal, from all the assaults and insults of any enemy whatever, whereso- 
ever you meet them. And I do likewise hereby will and command all 
commanders inferior officers and mariners of said squadrons fleets and 
vessels to obey you as aforesaid, you following all such orders and 
instmetions as you shall receive from myself or myself and Council for 
future government. Sealed with the seal of the aforesaid Ilononrable 
Company and given under my band in Bombay Castle this 9th day 
of October in the thirteenth year of the reign of Ilis Most Excellent 
Majesty George the Second of Great Britain Prance and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith, Anno Domini 1739.^ 

The commission to a Brigadier-General (1770) runs : The United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies, — 
To David Wedderburn Esquire, greeting : We the said United 
Company reposing especial trust and confidence in y'our courage 
and experience in military affairs do by these presents constitute 
and appoint you to be a Brigadier-General in our service and do 
^ve ond grant you full powder and authority to take your rank as 
Brigadier-General. You are therefore to take upon jmu the said 
charge and command of Brigadier-General as aforesaid by doing 
all things thereunto belonging. And we do hereby command aS 
our officers and soldiers to obey you as Brigadier-General and 
you are to observe and follow all such orders and directions as you 
shall from tune to time receive from ns our Governor and Council 
of Bombay or any other your superior officer according to the rules 
and dismj^ine of war m pursuance of the trust hereby reposed in 
you or faibng therein our said Governor and Council are empoweretd 
by us to vacate and annul these presents. Given under our con 
mon seal this 28th day of March in the tenth year of the reign 
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•' his most excellent Majesty our Scvcreigil Lord-King Geoi'go III. by 
' the grace of God King of Great Britain France and Ireland, Defender 
of the Faith and so forth and in the year of our Lord 1770.^ 

- ‘ The commission to the Bombay Commnndcr-in-Cliief nins : The 
' United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East 
Indies, — To Brigadier-General Robert Gordon. TTe the said United 
Company, reposing especial trust and confidence in 3 ’’ou Brigadier 
* Robert Gordon, do by these presents constitute and appoint 3 ’ou to 
■ be Commander-in-Ohief of our military forces on the island of 
■’ Bombay in the East Indies. You are to the utmost of your skill and 
' power to do and perform all such offices and services as appertain 
to thc.post of Commander of our.military forces on. the island of 
Bombay subject however to all such rules orders and instnictions 
; as you shall at any time receive from' the Court of Directors of the 
I said United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East 
I Indies in writing or under the hands of thirteen or more of them, 
or from the Governor and Council of Bombay, or from Incutenant 
General John Clavering Commander-in-Chief of all our forces in 
the East Indies, or the Comniander-in-Chief of all our forces in the 
East Indies for the time being, when he shall be at our Presidency 
of Bombay, according to the rules and discipline of war in pursu- 
ance of the trust hereby reposed in you. \Vc do hereby strictly 
require charge and command all commission officers and non-com- 
mission officers soldiers and others belonging to our military forces 
on the island of Bombay before mentioned to yield j'ou as their 
commander due obedience accordingly. Given under the common 
seal this 12th day of April in the 14th year of the reign of our 
Sovereign Lord George III. by the grace of God of Great Britain 
France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith and so forth in 
the year of our Lord 1774.® 

The commission to the East Indies Commauder-in-Chiof (1778) 
runs : TheUnited Company of Merchants of England trading to the 
East Indies, — To Lieutenant-General Sir E 3 T:e Oooto Knight of the 
most Honourable Order of the Bath. We the said United Company, 
reposing especial trust and confidence in you Lieutenant-General 
Sir E 3 ’re Cooto, do by these presents constitute and appoint you 
to be Oommander-in-Chief of all our military forces in the East 
Indies. You arc to the utmost of your skill and power to do and 
perform all such offices as appertain to the post of Commander-in- 
Ghief of all our military forces in the East Indies as aforesaid, sub- 
ject, however, to all such rules orders and instructions as you shall 
at any time receive from the Court of Directors of the said United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies in 
writing or under the hands of thirteen or more of them or from the 
Governor General and Council of our Presidency of Fort William 
in Bengal or from our Presidents and Councils of Fort St. George 
Bombay or Fort Marlborough respectively whenever 3 ’’ou shall be 
at any of those Presidencies or at any of the settlements or places 
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subordinate thereto according to the rules and discipline ot \f’at in 
pursuance of the trust hereby reposed in you. And ^Ye do hereby 
strictly require charge and command all commission officeia 
iion*commission officers soldiers and others belonging to onr 
military forces at the several places before mentioned to yield yon s) 
tlieir Commander-in-Chief during your residence at such places a; 
aforesaid due obedience accordingly. Qiven under our common 
seal this 24th day of April in the 18th year of the reign of onr Sov^ 
reim Lord George III. by the grace of God of Great Britain Trat^ct 
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith and so forth and in tbt 
year of our Lord 1778.* 
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Katorlah-1 


CHAPTER VII. 

MARINE. 

The office, of Marino Stoi-oTjcopor bdn^ vacant it was rcsolvedj -Uio 
Ctli Fehraary 1670, that Mr. AVilliam Mmchen supply that place and 
tliat for Ids cnconragcmcnt his pay be raised from 18d. to 2b. a day.^ 

For a supply of tar and ropes tho Surat Council write to Bombay 
the 10th October 1076 : TVe desire you by the first opportunity to 
send ns up fifteen barrels of tar and ten cwt. of your small ropes (of 
1£ inches) for the use of the Company’s ships and vessels hcrc.^ 

The 24!th January 1677, tho Bombay Council write to the Court : 
Among the scrciUil stores sent out we find not any for shipping which 
are not only absolutely necessary but not hem to bo procured, as com* 
posses, lanterns, pilot’s instruments, log-lines, sails, needles and the 
like, the overplus of which wo can at any time sell to advantage. 
There is more great cordage sent out yearly than is serviceable to us, 
our expense being for tho most pa^ of tho small coir cables, coir 
hausers being as strong and as serviceable as English. But for small 
rigging coir is very gouty and unhandy and requires more bands in a 
ship tlian when English-rigged. And tho most necessary cordago is 
small lines half and three-quarter inch rope for ratlings and topgallant 
rigging for oui' small vessels. Small cordago is likewise most proper 
for sale.^ 

As regards BC.amcn’s pay, the Surat Council writo to Bombay tho 8th 
January 1677 : "Wc have paid unto the Master of the Malabar Coaster 
Rs. 329 in full for two months’^pay for five Englishmen and nineteen 
lascars and we 'have also furnished him with two months’ provisions 
for his voyage.* 

The 22nd March 1677, tho Surat Council writo to Bombay : By tho 
Hunter frigate we omitted to advise that wo have paid two mouths’ 
pay unto all her seamen and to four that wo wore intended to clear and 
put on board the Formosa in tho room of some that are nin away. 
There is four months’ wages paid an account whereof you must demand 
from the Captain. The whole sum amounts to Bs. 7'l!9-0-46.® 

To got back runaway seamen, the l^tli August 1694, tho Bombay 
Government issue these orders to Lieut. James Hanmor : There being 
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ninaway from tins islantl in tlio Jttihi/ frigate boat Bimdiy poTEonE 
lielonging to the tliipping in the r«iil, these arc te cuortlcr you tc 
mahe fcti ict enquiiy after them and if on this idand surprifc tlicm. Seni 
to tlio Subhedar of Warli to know if the boat has been scon off tlial 
place. Tlioy arc all armed so tliat you must be cautious. If you heat 
anj'thing of* them advise thereunto.* ’ 

A fortnight later (Olst August 1094) Captain ITowcll received tin 
following orders regatding the same deserters : IVe also order you t< 
keep a good look-out aud always to keep j'oursolf in a good posture o' 
defence against all manner of pirates and other cncmic.'!. And shouh 
you meet with an3’ of them tluit arc lately run from this iclaud whou 
■we require 3'ou to carefnll3' look for in nn3' ship or vessel, wo dt 
horeb3* cnordor .and orajtower 3'on to bring them either 1)3' fair mean 
Or foicc to ns, provided 3'ou are of strength to accomplish it. S 
wishing 3‘ou a prosperous vo3'ngo and safe rolnm to ns." 

On the 4th AngJist 1701 the Sccrctar3' Mr. 'Waring writes to Lieut'. 
William Shaw : The n^Skhudds of the Moors^ ships kiving paid off their 
lascnrs and being dubious wbctlicr or no some of them ma)* not endeavour 
to run aw.a3', those are to order 3*011 to permit no lascars to go off the 
land at IMdhim, hut to send such as shall endeavour it down, hither. 
The same order yon must give to Sion and other places under 5-our 
command.*' 

Some time before the close of 1 720 Government accepted Captain 
Ingram^B offer to sell bis bouse. A Consultation of the 3rd Septcmlicr 
records : Captain Inginm petitions the Board that he and his wife 
ma3* have libort3' to take their pass.ngc on tho first sliij) for EngLand 
and tliat we would pnichasc Ins house for tlic Bight Honourable 
Compau)'. The house being xery convenient for storehouses for keep- 
ing the naval stores and an office for the Marine . Pn}'master, and tho 
same having been valued b3' ^lajor Vane and the master cariicutcrs 
•and hrieklayers at Us. 3300, it is resolved that we inircliasc it at that 
price on our Honourable Masters’ account, and tliat -we grant Ins 
request fpr going Lome.* 

In the beginning of 1724 tho difference in the pa3' of tho commanders 
of gallo3's and grabs was removed. A Consultation of tlie 31 st Jaiiimry 
records ; The commandois of the galle3'B representing to the Board the 
disadvTintage they and their ships’ company serve under in reference to 
those einplo3'ed in the grabs, that their pay is not more tlmii Us. 64 a 
-month and tho others’ with ^et to themselves and officers Us. 96, it is 
agreed that the difference being Bs. 32 a month ho allowed. But whereas 
tlie Honourable Company did allow them £50 each for a t.'ible during 
their passage from England and indulged them. in. some other m.altors, 
it is directed that ^ this^ our resolution take place onl3’ from tho 1 st 
instant. Agreed 'liko-wiBe -upon the decease of an3' commander or officer 
that the next person in succession to the post succeed likewise to the 


> See. Ont. Tj. n. 5 of 1<»I-1C0G, 7-8. ® See. Out. 1,. B. 6 of lG9t-lG9G ll-l" 

a See. Out. Letter Book 7 of 1 GOO - 1702, G9, 

Bom. Gov. Coubultation 3ril Sept. 1720, Tub. Diary 1 of 1720, 132. 



Slaterials.] 


ANDISLAND.- 


205 


pay- and- allowance. -The eeamcn^s pay- being but Es. 9-2-40 a 
month, it is dirccled that the same be an established rate througbout 
the fleet and commence like^v^sc from the 1 st of this month.* 

The same Consultation continues : In order to prevent our people 
deserting from our vessels, it is directed that tho}' be kept two months 
in arrears besides the month running ; and in case the commander shall 
make it appear he has out of pure nccessit}' advanced to any that shall 
afterwards desort, the sum if not exceeding one month's pay sliall bo 
allowed him.*’ 

• To prevent the grcjit expense of powder for salutes, in April 1725 
the Court wite : The omiers of several of our ships have com- 
plained to ns of divere matters wherein tiio}'' suffer in tlicir ships 
accounts. For remedy thereof we have sent our orders to the Coast 
and Eay tliis season, which we mention hero for 3 'oui‘ notice and 
observance, namely : That to prevent the gi-cat expense of powder, 
lavished awa}' under pretence of Kilutes, all our Europe ships at their 
lii-st arriTOl at any port of India (where we liavc a fort) they salute it 
•with nine guns and no more ; tliat the Fort return the like number. 
That on the Captains first coming ashore from Europe, or despatch 
thithei', tlicy shall lire but nine guns and at all other times of saluting 
the Captains wuth only seven ; that all country ships be answered 
with no more than five guns (Foreigners excepted). Tlmt the Governor 
or any of the Council, ‘or any other persons belonging to the Company 
going on board, bo not saluted -with more than nine guns, on their 
coming abo.-ird or going off. This gives us occasion to add that as 
much frugality as possible Ixs used in the expense of powder upon all 
festivals or at funerals and at all other occasions of salutes. We 
have before herein given directions to prevent the waste of powder by 
salutes, and the Capbains selling their guns and ordnance stores. How- 
ever to render those directions more effectual we order as follows. 
Just before the despatch of our ships for Europe proper persons be 
sent on board each ship to sun'Cj'' and see that they liavc on board the 
number of guns mentioned in the Charter Party, and at least two-thirds 
of a barrel of gunpowder for each gun and twenty pounds of shot. 
In case the ship is not thus furnished the Captain be obliged to supply 
fully what is wanting before ho leaves the port. This we direct slull 
bo a standing' order for tlie future.^ 

'With a "view to reduce ■Uic expenses a Consultation, the 23rd August 
1728, records: The President takes notice to the Board of sundry 
extraordinary allowances in the marine which ho believes without any 
prejudice to tlio sen’ice might he jiarad off and would he the saving of 
a considerable sum in the year's expense to the Ilonourablc Company. 
This being taken into considcr.'ition and debated it is agreed and ordered 
that all persons serving ashore he no longer allowed provisions besides 
tlicir pay. But as the Bandar lascars arc upon all calls and ns well 
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employed as any oUicrs in the parino, ■they having at present hut Eg. 4 
a month, it is agreed it be raised to Rs. B, Rs. 8 to the tiudal, auj 
Bs. 10 to the sirang, being equal to the pay of those on board tto 
Company's vessels. That the allo'wancc of Bs. 82 a month table- 
money to the commanders be struck off after this month. That 
Bnropeans serving on board the Honourahlo Company’s cruizers be 
allowed only fonr flesh days in the week at the daily rate oif Ibe. 
of beef or 1^ lbs, of pork to each man to be provided by the marine 
paymaster at 8 pice the ponnd. That all their nmning rigging instead 
of Europe hemp be mside of tbe best sort of country coir, nor nny 
Europe duck made use of for tbmr sails except for courses, and flat 
another galivat be laid np. Ordered that the marine paymaster have a 
copy of this our resolution to govern himself accordingly.' 

In 1730 to meet medical charges on account of officers and 
mariners, on the 12th March the Court write ; We direct that it 
time to come yon deduct sixpence a month out of the wages yet 
shall pay to the officers and mariners of our galleys, which we find \ 
they arc obliged by Act of Parliament to pay to the use of Sroon- 
wich hospital, sending us aimnally the particulars and amount 0! 
said deductions in an account aport.^ 

In the next year (1731) the Court provide a pension for the 
widows of officers and seamen. They write : For the encourage- 
ment of all officers and seamen in onr service let them he acquainted 
that we have settled a handsome pension for life upon the widow 
of Captain Mumford ; and upon application made we shall grant 
the like favour to the nearest relation of any who after behavin*’^ 
BO well may meet the same fate in our service.® 


To encourage the capture of hostile ships, on the 19 th November 
1731 the Board observe: The President acquaints the Board that 
being informed that three of the enemy’s grabs and eight galivats 
are sailed out of KoMba, which we hope will give us on opportunity 
of meeting them with our cruizers, and to animate our people to 
behave themselves with the greater conduct, courage, and zeal in case 
of meeting with the enemy, he proposes to the Board to assure and 
declare to tbe commanders of each of the Company’s fighting 
vessels that such of the enemy’s fighting vessels as shall be taxen in 
battle, with the artillery warlike and other appurtenances thereunto 
belonging, shall be the sole right of the captors, the value thereof to 
be divided according to an order established for that purpose in 
the marine office. And for their further encouragement the Presi- 
dent in his own name and in the names of the rest of the’ gentlemen 
of the Board proposeth at their own expense to make the said 
officers and ships company an additional gratuity of Bs. 2000 for 
each fighting grab of Angnas by them taken in battle over aiS 
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above the said grab and her appurtenances. This is agreed to and 
it is resolved that the President issue out a publication signed 
by him to be affixed in a proper place on board of each of the 
Honourable Company’s cruizers pursuant to this our resolution.^ 

As rCgai’ds the charge of marine and other ships^ stores, at their 
Consultation of the 24th December 1731 the Board observe : Oar 
Honourable Masters having been pleased to direct, in their com- 
mands of the 9th March 1720 by the London, that all marine 
and other stores issued out for the use of ships employed in their 
service and those belonging to their covenanted servants under this 
Presidency should be charged at the following prices : Stores that 
are perishable at 25 per cent upon the invoice and those that are 
not perishable at SO per cent reckoning two shillings and three 
pence to the rupee and five per mill Europe charges. And whereas 
since that time some directions have been given in some respects 
different from those our Honourable Masters’ orders relating to the 
sale of stores, it is agreed that for the future all perishable stores 
issned out for the use of the ships employed in the Company’s 
service, as well as those belonging to the covenanted servants under 
this Presidency, be charged at 25 per cent and those that are not 
perishable at 30 per cent on the invoice, reckoning two shillings and 
three pence to a rupee with five per cent to the Storekeeper General, 
and that all other stores whether perishable or not perishable, sold 
to strangers, shall bo charged at 60 per cent or what more can be 
got with five per cent to the storekeeper for his trouble.® 

In 1733 the great increase of Angria's power forced Government 
to add to the existing fleet. A Consultation of the 26th July 1783 
records : Our troublesome neighbour Angria having, since the revolu- 
tionlately happened in the Sidi’s territories and the taking of RAjpuri 
with all the Sidi’s fleet of grabs and galivats, added five of the 
said grabs and several of the galivats to his own fleet, and having 
certain intelligence that he is preparing and fitting out his said 
fleet for the sea as soon as the fair season will permit him to cruize, 
it behoves us to take all prudent measures for the security of this 
settlement and for the protection of the trade of this port. As the 
present number of vessels of war belonging to our Honourable 
Masters is not sufficient to oppose the united force of the two 
brothers, sons of Angria, and perform the other serxdces that are 
daily required of them, we ought to think how to reinforce our 
fleet. As the proprietors of the Rose galley some time since 
taken by the enemy have repurchased that Vessel for the sum of 
Rs, 7603, it is proposed to the consideration of the Board whether 
or no she is a proper vessel to be added to our fleet, if the proprietors 
will part with her at the price she has cost them. Debating thereon, 
it is the unanimous opinion of this Board that she is a vessel very 
fit for that purpose being strong and well built, a prime sailer, and 
three years old end that we ought not to let slip this opportuni^ of 
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adding such a 'reinforcement' to 'oitir fleetj if she can be ha'dlipoa 
those terms. Directed that the rani'inc paymaster treat with the 
said proprietors for the said vessel and make a report to this Board 
what he does therein.^ 

On receipt of the required report, at n Consultation of the Srd 
August 1733, the Board observe ; Purauanb to ourlast Consultation 
Mr. Henry Kellct, Marine Paymaster, makes a report of his having 
discoursed the proprietors of the Rose gallc 5 ’’ and delivers in an 
account of what she now stands them in as new sheathed amt fitted, 
but without guns anchors or warlike stores, amounting to 
B,8. 14,001-2-14, for which sum they are willing to part with her 
for the Hononrablo Company’s service. Agreed that we accept o! 
her on the terms demanded os she is a very fine vessel and fit for i 
the serwee.® ’ 

In consequence of complaints of seamen hem«^ enticed away, at A , 
Consultation of the 31st August 1733 the Bonmay Cbuncil direct : 
Whereas complaint has been made by Captain Tolson Commander 
of the Heathcote, and several other Commanders of Eumpe ships _ 
that the officers of the cruizers frequently inveigle and entice the 
men belonging to the Europe ships to run away and come on board 
the cruizers, thereby weakening the said ships* and endangering 
out Honourable Masters’ estate on board them. To prevent this 
evil it is directed that the Secretary send an order in writing to 
the respective Commanders of the Honourable Company's cruizers, 
signifying to them by order of this Board that if at any time here- 
after it shall be found that any men belonging to Europe ships have 
been enticed and are found on hoard any of the cruizers, the 
Commander of the vessel on board of whom they are found, shall he 
mulcted a month’s pay for the first offence, and dismissed the 
service for the second. But if the said Commander shall make it 
appear to us the President and Council that any of their officers, 
contrary to their consent or approval have enticed and inveigled 
the said men, that then such officer? so offending shall incur- the 
aforesaid penalty.^ 

A Consultation of the 27th September 173 i records: The Marine 
Paymaster for the time being is appointed to license such sninll 
presents and like articles as shall be sent to Europe by any in- 
habitant of the island, and likewise the private trade to be allowed 
to the officers of the ships. And he is directed to keep a rofrister 
book of the same to be transmitted to England by every sbip.° 

In consequence of the continued desertion of seamen on the loth 
August 1735, the Bombay Council direct: The Marine Paymaster 
represents to the Board that several of our seamen have deserted this 
.season and most of them in boats taken from the shore which it has 
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been customaiy to haul up above tbe high-water mark and leave 
them all night without any people to watch them. As we are but 
bare of seamen we can ill afford to lose any of .them. To prevent 
therefore any more getting awaj'’ in this manner, it is agreed to 
give public notice forbidding any boat being left ashore after sunset 
and imposing a penalty of Es. 200, to be paid by the omiers of the 
ship such boat shall belong to, for every mariner belonging to our 
vessels who shall escape in her. This sum we judge will reimbui-sc 
the Honourable Company tlie charge they are at in sending mariners 
out. The like forfeiture is to he paid by the ovraer of any fishing 
boat which being suficred to lie on .shore after sunset shall be the 
means of any of the mariners getting off the island.* 

In the matter of the increase of the Bombay fleet, a Consultation 
of the 5th December 1735 records : The Cliief and Factors at Surat 
having sent us two large, boats belonging to !&Ianckji Navroji, which 
had been valued there at Rs. 3000 and our carpenters differing 
very little in their report of them, it is agreed to take them at that 
price, paying also Es. 1255 lor the charges of sailing them hither 
as otherwise we must have paid freight for the goods they brought.® 

A fortnight later the Diai*y of the 19th December records : 
Being advised that Sambhnji Angria and Khem Stlvant have come 
to terms of peace aud intend to join their fleets, we do not think it 
prudent -to vont\ire lo.ss than four of our vessels to cruise off the 
enemy’s ports. But as it is necessary that the Commissary should 
proceed early to Mokha to begin the provision of coffee for the 
.ship that may arrive there from England next season, it is directed 
that the four cruisers now in port he returned as soon as possible 
to the southward to watch the motion of the enemy and protect 
the trade.® 

The following statement shows the Marine Charges of 1735* : 
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Xo. 

Ve?scl5- 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Slarcti. 

April. 

May. 

June. 



Bs. 

Ib). 

Us. 

a.-. 

Ite. 

Us. 

1 

V letoria rriyate 

GGI2 

SSM 

1231 




2 

Gnb 

ISGO 

1065 


627 

3357 

••• 

3 

Fnnee of irafA? Galler._ 

’lot 

C760 

76G 

rrr 



4 

Kina Georae Gallcv 

C30 

C9d3 

90S 

415 

27.Ta 

T-« 

6 

Caroti^i*’ Gallcv. 

493 

3760 

1140 

432 

20S3 

T». 

0 

ito*« Galley 

377 

CoSO 

fi73 


... 


7 

Domb iretch 

813 

2G3 

377 

230 

1237 


8 

Gal[\at9 and Boats 

IdoS 

1033 

1013 

1010 

14S5 


9 

Bandar Charges ... 

831 

4S3 

470 

429 

401 


10 

Building tbeGralj 

Surat rnetoty ... „ 

3537 

C75 





11 

177 

207 

76 

4 



12 

13 

Ciior^cs Exiroordinan'... 
On account of the Sidf ... 

Iil3 

80SS 

111 

1000 

4S0 

8o5 

S 23 S 

"coo 

... 

11 

Tcllicherry Tactorv 

01 


631 


15 

Stores laid in ... ... 

C5 

4020 

24 

ISO 



IG 

17 

18 
10 

Afokhn Commissary* 

Persia .Agency 

Bttflding the Kew Sloop. 
Defending Under! 


12,716 

•757 

SCO 

•" 

*" 8 
320 

2321 

421 

... 



Total ... 

1 20.070 \ 43,620 

10,105 

74W 

15,207 

... 
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No.l 


Teasels. 


Vieioria Frigate .« 
AlqilMiM Grab ». . 

Prints tf Watts Galley. 
King Crorje Oalby . 
Pnnetis Carotine Galley .{ 
Pose Galley ... ... 

Salamander Bomb Ectclk.| 
Galiiats and Boats 
Bandar CliargCB 
Building the Grab 
Surat Factory ... —i 

Charges UxtrnordlnaCT .] 
On account of the.Sidi ...; 
TollicUcrty Factory .~ 
Stores liiid in .» 

Uokha Coimntflsary .~ 
Persia Agency — ~ 

Building thfi wew Sloop* 


July. 


‘418 

“mo 

800 

*403 

1463 

ni3 


207 

a 

71 


Ausitst. 


R4. 

C710 

COG 


8013 

MO 

fiCO 

802 


75 

1560 

*880 


4007 [ 11,993 


Sept* 


nn. 

OSS 

3123 

&190 

3277 

2202 

"072 

2247 

325 


718 


800 


Ocl* 


Rs, 

1400 

1003 

1363 

W'O 

less 

101 

418 

4072 

400 


177 

777 


Kov, Detrf, 


19,S3B 


19 

'‘S22 


15,251 


Rs. 

“64 

10 

“30 

509 

437 


69 

750 


2X09 


2350 

2331 

12 

1S73 

1833 

1^ 

4on 

494 

IQl 

413 


SO 


3i3 

S14 

io,;u I 


The 3vd. September 1736 Mr. Thomas Stoneham writes to Govern- 
ment ; l^Tiereas your Honours last Council day were pleased to order 
me Purser Marine according to the Honourable Compauj'^s orders, 

1 humbly pray that your Honours would bo pleased likewise to order 
that I may have the suppljnng {besides beef) all other stores balliwt* 
ing and watering ships, together with an allowance of salary diet- 
money house-rent and purvoos and palanq^uin coolies as the late and 
other purser marines have had heretofoi’C.^ 

On receipt of this letter, 3rd September 1736, Government direct ; 
That the Secretary acquaint Captain Thomas Stoneham that as at 
present we are taken up with the desp.atch of the Harrington to 
Bengal and preparing to send home the Britannia, we cannot spare 
time to make a separation and duly regulate the offices of marine pay- 
master and purser marine which of late have been vested in one person, 
but the same will properly he done when those ships are despatched. 
Also that we shall in ^e meantime, order the registers to he examined 
to find what has formerly been allowed a purser marine as such and 
that it is our orders he supply the Company's vessels with fiesh pro- 
visions and necessaries till we have leisure to make the proper i-egula- 
tions.® Four months later a Consultation of the 31st ‘ December 
I'ecords; The President lays before the Board instructions to be 
oljserved by the marine paymaster and parser marine for the due 
execution of their respective offices and a regulation of the prices they 
are to charge for the stores and provisions supplied by them. These 
being approved are now signed and ordered to follow Consulta- 
tion.® 


The Honourable Court of Directors in their last commands having 
been pleased to order that tiie purser marine’s employ should he separated 
from the maxine paymaster' s post, and you (Mr. Thomas Stonestreet) 
being appointed manne paymaster we have thought fit to give you 


> Pnb. Diaiy 9 of 1736, 312- 313, ® Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 306. 
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the following instructions for your guidance in the discharge of your 
office. Our Honourable Masters having judged proper to direct that the 
purser marine shall supply their vessels and Europe ships with provi- 
sions and necessaries and Mr. Thomas Stoueham being nominated to 
that employ, he must monthly give you an exact and particular 
account of what he furnishes each vessel that the same may be 
inserted in your monthly disbursements. It must be your care duly to 
examine the same and to see that whatever he delivers is good of its 
land and that nothing is ovei'-xated or charged at extravagant prices. 
Eor the better preventing abuse we hereby direct that the price of 
beef shall be hvc pice the pound and that all petty stores be charged at 
no more than the several rates specified in the list hereto annexed. 
These we are persuaded are as much or more than some of the black 
merchants are willing to contract with ns for. As the two offices of 
marine paymaster and purser marine have hitherto been alwaj's 
blended together and enjoyed by one person, in order to prevent any 
disputes on their separation, wo have thought fit to order that the care 
of watering and ballasting the Company’s vessels and providing timber 
and coir be committed to you and be under your inspection and 
management. But we expect and hereby direct that no more be 
charged for them than the prime cost. And also oakum cajans and 
ohvTiam which have been always provided at first hand for the Com- 
pany’s use and for the rafters and the lilce which you advance your 
own monej' for and send up the rivers you arc to charge the prices 
mentioned in the list annexed. The captains or supra-cargoes of all 
Europe or country ships and all private merchants must not bo obliged 
to buy what provisions stores or necessaries they want either from you 
or from the purser marine. They shall have free liberty of purchasing 
them where and from whom they please that no just cause of complaint 
may bo given on that account. Hereivith you will likewise receive 
copies of all standing orders relating to the maiine which will be a help 
to you in the execution of j^our office in which we strenuonsly recommend 
to you the utmost frugality. 

At the same time the following instructions were issued to the 
purser marine Mr. Thomas Stoncham : Our Honourable Masters 
having thought proper to separate the office of purser marine from tlio 
marine paymasters post, and having nominated you to act as purser 
marine, we judge fit to give you the follou'ing instructions for the 
more ready and duly executing the charge of that employ. Tho 
Court of Directors having ordered that you shall supply their vessels 
and Europe ships with provisions and necessarieB you are accordingly 
so to do and render an exact account monthly to the maidne paj’master 
of what you deliver to each vessel that he may charge the same in his 
marine disbursements. But we hereby direct that you charge no more 
than five pice a pound for what beef and pork you furnish their vessels 
,with, as we are persuaded there is a reasonable profit to be made at 
tliat rate ; and you must also take particular care that tho provisions 
you deliver for the Company’s cruisers are good of their kind. As 
the offices of marine paymaster and purser marine have hitherto been 
always blended together, we judge proper-, in order to prevent any 
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conCiiEion or dispute on their separation, to order that the marioe psj. 
master shall have the charge and direction of watering and ballasfr^ 
the Company’s vessels and of purchasing what timljer and coir may w 
wanted for their service. On this he is to charge no more than l!* 
prime cost except a small profit in lieu of risk for the money b: 
advances and sends tip the rivers to purchase Kiftors. All otha 
necessaries, which used formerly to he supplied by the marine jay. 
master, you may for the time to come furnish the Comimny’s ves.«e!i j 
■with. But we hereby direct that you charge no more for themtkia 1 
tho prices mentioned in the list herewith delivered you, at which ra^ 
or something loss several black merchants arc willing to contract tiiti 
us for them. So far as we know it has not been customary for fie 
commanders or Eupm-cargocs of either Europe or country' ships to h 
obliged to take their provisions or other necessaries from any particalv 
person. However to prevent any ground of complaints on this bead for 
the future we hereby direct ■that all commanders supra-cargocs ad 
private mcrehauts shall have full and free liberty to purclmse wbatcra 
they may stand in need of where and from whom they please. Oas 
strict examination of our registers and monthly' disbursements it dee 
not appear to us tliat any' pay' or allowance has over been given to tk 
purser marine as such. IVo therefore dare not venture to make you aoy 
stated allowance till wo receive orders from onr llononrahlc Bmployte 
to whom wo have already represented your request on that subject.* 

A Consultation of 10th December 1736 records: The Prcsidci*. 
acquaints ■fcho Board that the marine paymaster liadj often represented | 
to him the ruinous and decayed condition of the old Bandar where part 
of the marine stores have been kept, wliich being built only of ialla\ 
and cajdns occasioned great damage to the stores in the time of the 
rains and a-as continually liable to accidents by' fire. As a part of tltf 
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Garopo Dock 
Ocnjral Duck 
Good Beef or Pot 
Salt Ourvons 
Salt Seer HsU 
Tallotir 
Dattaus 
Mats 

DlUcMrood ... 
Straw 

DuropoTwiao 
Bcripbl Lines 
Twino 

first sort lla 
lar^ Teak ... 
Second sort Bnl 
large Teak 
Fourth sort Rai 
largo Tenk 
First sort "Ve 
Baftors 
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6 
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0 
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4 

0 0 tho man. 

2 60 tlio bundle. 

ThttiH 

Q 

Lcido Teak >» ... 

0 

1 CO tho piece. 

Domey 

1 

8 0 the thou<aod. 
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0 

8 60 tho 100 bundles 

her 

0 
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0 0 tho man. 
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4 
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2 
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1 

0 0 do. 
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account 

2 
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said building has lately fallen down, the President lays before the Board 
a plan of such warehouses as are necessary for lodging the said stores, 
to be built with stone and chunam and covered with tiles, the charge 
whereof it is computed will amount to about Rs. 3000. The Board 
being convinced of the absolute necessity of such convcniencies and 
having reason to believe that the expense will be saved to the Honour- 
able Company in a few years in the stores, it is agreed that the 
said warehouses be forthwith set about and the land paymaster is 
directed to see that all possible frugality be observed and endeavour 
that the expense do not exceed the sum computed.^ 

A Consultation of the 11th October 1737 records : The President 
observes to the Board that the duty of captain commandant having 
been rendered very fatiguing tlirough the constant attendance given 
by him and issuing daily orders to the outposts gamsoned upon the 
island, he had req^uested the President in some measure to ease him 
by appointing an adjutant, for Avhich employ he had recommended 
Ensign Peter Terrain as a capable and, deserving person which the 
Board now agrees to.® 

The 27th September 1738 Government write to Commodore Bag- 
well : In obedience to the orders of our Honourable Masters you have 
already been appointed Commodore of all the marine force belonging 
to this Presidency by the President’s Commission bearing date the 6th 
of July last. The same day, 27th September 1788, the Commodore 
writes to Government* In the instructions given mo by the Honour- 
able the Court of Directors i-elating to my present station, they assure 
me they have wrote your Honour and Council to allow me one 
hundred pounds sterling for wine during my said employ. As your 
Honours are now sending me out on the craise, I beg leave to 
apply to you for payment of said allowance. This allowance was 
accordingly agreed to and the money ordered to be paid.® 

A Consultation of the 11th May 1739 records; Captain Stoncham. 
applying by letter for his appointment by the Honourable Company 
of EiS. 80 a month for his salary and diet since his entry into office 
with an allowance for house-rent and palanquin coolies, and the marine 
paymaster’s post being abolished, he requests we will order him the 
marine house for the use of the pui-ser marine, as heretofore always 
customary. This request being taken into consideration the Board 
agrees that he bo jiaid the arrears due to him according to the Honour- 
able Company’s orders since his commencing purser marine, and an 
allowance of Rs. 20 a mouth for house-rent. But that he has no 
pretenrions to be allowed for palanquin coolies. And as to the marine 
house, that the same is at the disposition of the Superintendent of 
Marine in right of^his office; the purser marine liaving liitherto been a 
covenant serva,nt generally of an high station in the service, which is 
not Mr. Stoneham’s case.* 
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The 28th August 1739, the follotving general instmclions were 
issued to the Commanders of the Ilonoui-ablo Companj-'s vessels: 
During any cruieo you shall be directed to m.ake or at any station j-ou 
shall he appointed to by the President or Superintendent of Srarinc, yon 
are to follow all such orders as you shall rgccijro signed by the Super- 
intendent for your mauagement or contluc,^^^;;j;:^ving (when you shall 
not by such ho otherwise directed) these general instiaictions. 

In the first place you are to take care to kce>j'^;A the service of God 
on board the vessel 3-011 command accord^.^ >^0 the Jiturg}- of 
the Church of England that the same he devoir*^ and decently' rer- 
formed every Lord^s Day and on all other appoinW^^asons as o.^n 
as can he done with eonvenioncy. And bo very' stm^n obserriii'^ 
good decorum and discipline among your ship's conl'ja.ny, severely’ 
punishing all protanencss or blasphemers of God's holy' jomc and on 
no account permit gaming of any sort. Keep your vessel always in a 
posture of offending as well as defending. And speak with and examine 
all vessels you make that are not of superior force to you, taldng out 
of such belonging to any Prince or State all British subjects you shall 
find on board them. You aro to take, bum, sink, or othonriic destroy' 
all ShivAjis or other pirates infesting this coast, such as Angria RAmnio 
of Antigerah commonly craising to the southward as well as the Sanga- 
rian Kolis or other rovers harbouring to the northward and commonly 
cruising on that coast and sometimes as far as the ^ilf of ^fokhn and 
Persia, that y'ou at any time meet with, bringing hither such pco])lc '5 | 
vessels- and goods as y’ou take. All ships and vessels of the Sidi's 
fleet or otherwise belonging to the hloghal Emperor, as also all such 
ships or vessels belonging to Bdjmlo or ChimuAji Apa, you arc 
civilly to examine so as not to gpve them disgust; audit' they’ prove 
to belong to the Peshwa or Moghal give them no molestation, but any' 
aid or assistance they stand in need of. Khcm Savant who has a port 
between Yenguria rocks and Goa is at peace with -ns and at war with 
Angria, When yon meet his fleet they’ will send a galivat with green 
colours to speak with you and y'ou arc to treat them as friends. Should 
they' offer to join y'ou and go against Angria yon arc to permit them, 
hut al way’s under your command. Y’ou are further hereby’ ordered to 
protect and defend and give convoy’ to all ships and vessels under 
English colours duly licensed to wear them and to no other excepting 
such as by’ accident shall fall into your company' and he able to keep 
way with you, but not to lose time by' shortening sail or seeing them ' 
into ports or any' deviation whatsoever. That any' time y’ou meet with ^ 
any' vessels of war or mcrchandizo under red colours, though they may' > 
pretend to belong to the Sidi or BAjirtio, if y'OU have reason to suspect 
that they ore not what they pretend, hut enemies, you arc to bring 
them here. Your sirangs and tlndals will be best able to inform y’ou 
on this matter, as they know and can disting^iish the Sidi's subjects 
or vessels from all othors that frciiuent these seas. The British 
soldiers ^and seamen who descij, from this island having usually' taken 
service in the ships helong^ing to Bengal and Madras, vainly' flattering 
themselves that by taking such service they were screened from our 
authority and the punishments due to their crimes, to discountenanee 
as much as in us lies a practice of such evil teudeney to the safcliy' and 
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\vclfare of this Goveniment, we hereby autliorizo you to seize all such 
deserters when and wheresoever yon meet them, taking care to 
secure them in a proper manner until you have an opportunity to 
rej^ort them to us or the Superintendent. Por the better executing of 
these our orders and kccinng up an exact register of all deserters, which 
you are to do on board your ship, 5'ou will have a list given 3mu of their 
names and j'ou are to do the like to the other commanders for- all 
those that maj' desert from yoiu‘ own ship, certifj-ing when and 
whore and how manj’’ go at a time; and report the same like- 
wise to the Superintendent. Also whereas we arc given to un- 
derstand that an ill use is made of our indulgence in permitting 
3'ou to sell an-ack to j-’orir ship's eompanj’-, insomuch that the 
remainder of their allowances is not sufHcicnt to pro^^de them common 
nocessarie*s and from thence they become discontented and mutinous 
and arc induced at last to desert, we hereby strictlj' enjoin 5'ou upon pain 
of dismission not to sell more than one bottle a daj"^ to a mess of five 
men and in j)ro2iorb‘on to a mess of four or tlivce. Neither arc yon to 
demand or receive more than Rs. 1 J the gallon on the like jjcnaltj'^. 
You are not to discluirge or excloange anj' of j'onr seamen nor to prefer 
them to jiosts of trust and bettor pay, nor to discharge any warrant 
officer -without leave first obtained from the President or Supeiintendcnt. 
And, as in cases of infidelity disobedience or incapaoit}' you liavc power 
of suspension, j'ou arc not to proceed any further •\A’itbout leave 
first obtained as above. You have our permission to enlist as 
many able men as j'ou can, reporting them to the Superintendent. But 
beware of encouraging anj' of tlic seamen belonging to the Europe 
ships to desert on jiain of our severest censure ; and tliis j'ou must 
likewise give in charge to all the officers belonging to j'our ship. In 
case of a vacjiucj’ happening by the death or suspension of a wsumnt 
officer 5'ou maj' i-ecoinmend those j'Ou tlvink best qualified to fill up 
such vacancies j but tbej' are not to receive anj' advance in their pay 
till they are confirmed bj' the President or Superintendent. We Lave 
tliougbt fit to appoint a person to !» on board you as a steward or 
purser W'ho is to have the immediate charge of all the Company's pro- 
■visions and is to be accountable to the Superiutendout for the same and 
■^ve in an esiiccial manner recommend to you that no waste or embezzle- 
ment be made of the ammunition and stores in general and that all 
stores and provisions be carefully preserved on sneb penalties and 
X)unisbmcnt on the offender as shall be judged reasonable and the crime 
may deseiwe.^ 

At the close of 1739, seeing the necessity of increasing their marine 
force, Government resolved that a grab be set on foot of the follou'ing 
dimensions, to wit; -90 feet by the keel, 30 feet by the becim, and 12 
feet and 8 inches in the hold to carry 20 guns (10 in a line) besides 
her prow guns. Her cost is computed nearest at that of Britannia 
grab.® 


» Sec, Out. L. B. 8 of 1738, 103-110. 

" Bom, Gov. Consultation IStli Dec. 1739, Pub, Diary 12 of 1738-39, C20. • 
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Tlirco months later at a Consultation on the 22nd March 1740 Gov- 
ernment ohserve : The evident .and growinpf demands there are oJ encon- 
raging our marine force for the pocmitv of our n.avigation, keeping the 
enomj' in rcspcct,andnnswcrinff the contingencies of convoys andcxpcili- 
tionsto the gulfs ofMokha and Persia being thoroughly considered of, it 
is agreed th.at it is highly necessary that another grab 1» set on the slocks 
without loss of time; her dimensions to answer and Iw exactly the same 
with those of the grab resolved on in Council the 18th BcceinhcT last* 

A Consultation of tlio 26th Fehruary 1741 iccord.s : Our drappoint- 
ment of a sitpjdy of men from England and the nntnher of vessels we 
have to provide seamen for calls upon ns to think of the means for 
procuring as many seamen as ]>0ssi1)lc. As we arc told many of those 
wlio came in the last detachment from Bengal liavo been bred to the 
sc.a and that with some cncotiragement they might he prov.ailed on to 
enter into the marine service, it is agreed lliat we give a license to the 
commanders of the cniizers to oUcr a bounty of ihrco inontbs’ |)ay to 
such as will volimt.arily engage to serve for the term of three years,* 

Finding sc.amcn again disappearing on the 21st August 17-11 Gov- 
ernment issue the following order to Capt.ain George .Taekson Com- 
m.ander of the Nassau : The President and Council being infonned that 
no less a number Ilian twelve of our Europc.an mariners are missing, 
it is their order that you on no account cntcrt.ain an}' of said people in 
your ship ; and if any are now on ho.ard send them instantly on shore ; 
nor must j'ou presume to carry nnj' person- away without prci’ious 
permission.® 

After inspecting the fleet on the 8th October 1741 the Commodore 
writes, tliat Laying in jicrson repaired on board the several vessels ho 
thinks thorn entirely clear and in a proper posture for dcfoaco nor does 
he apprehend they are to bo rendered better.* 

At a Consultation on the 29lli October 1741 the Board recoi-d the 
follo^ving opinion on the necessity of sti-cngthcning the Fleet : Bellcct- 
ing on the insuiliciency of our jircscnt marine forco to the many in- 
dispensable calls for good vessels that our situation naturally subjects us 
to, as well as on the decayed condition of the Prince of Wales and Jtose 
gallics who are by no means proper for the cruizing service, we arc of 
opinion our Honourable blasters cannot bo displeased with onr building 
auothoy vessel to answer these purposes. Wherefore it is n"recd tliat 
one Iw immediately set on the stocks and committed to the^’clmrge of 
^vji, our head carpenter, of the follomng dimensions : keel 90 feet. 
l»am 30, depth in.thc hold 14 J, and to carry 11 guns in a line. But 
that she may ^ hotter able to proceed on voj-ages to Mokha or Persia, 
wo 3 ndgo it will be most eligible to make her ship-fashion with a head 
though not 80 full bowed as to obstruct her Killing. And the Super- 
intendent IB directed to contmet for the timber at the first tond 


> Bom. Gov. Consultation 22nd March 1710, Pub. Di.irv 1.1 of 1 T 1 < 1-10 no 
* Bom. Gov. Consultation 20th Fch. 1741, P„h. Bia^’ M el 1740-11 03 * 

Government Older to the Commander of the See Ont f n a it"o 

1741. 4 Bom. Gov. Diarj' 8th Oct. 1741,P,1b D?srV 14 of niO-li.Vl. 
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(making a report to us) and see to her being finished with the greatest 
frngalitj'-.* 

' A Consultation of llie 12th February 174'2 reeords : During the 
]ircECut season on frequent occasions our military ofiiccrs were on com- 
I maud on board the vessels. As their presence seems very necessary to 
' preserve the soldiers in good order when in two of the largest grabs the 
' detachment consists of 40 men each, some allowance most be made to 
the lieutenant in charge. Kcsolvcd accordingly that in future a 
lieutenant while on command be allowed Us. 22 and an ensign Rs. 15 
‘ the month for the extraordinary expense of a table.® 

At the close of 17 42 as the necessity of keeping up a special marine 
force seemed no longer to exists agreeably to the Court's orders. Gov- 
ernment, at a Consultation of 26th November 1742, resolve that the 
marine force shall consist of the Hombay and Restoration grabs, Trial 
sloop. Triumph and Defiance prahms with all the galivats. That tlie 
remaining vessels, namely Success and Rose galleys, Neptunc^s Prize, 
and Salamander bomb ketch be disposed of for the most they will yield. 
That any peraons are at liberty to give in their proposals and the sale 
to bo absolutely made on the 25th of March next ensuing. And as by 
this resolution there is a surplus of officers, it is ordered the number be 
reduced proportionable to the vessels, nor is the pay to be continued but 
to such as are in actual service on board.® 


Nearly three months later the Diary of the ICth February 1743 re- 
cords : The marine paymaster presents two lists, one Bhonung the num- 
ber of officers and seamen now on board the cruizera and the other wliat 
is proposed for each vessel’s fixed complement in future. This last is 
approved and confirmed. But though the number of Europeans nowon 
board are more than wliat is therein specified which may also in futm’o 
Iiappen according as supplies are sent from England, 3"et to provide 
against the fixed complement being diminished by death desertion or 
otlicr waj's, any supernumerary Europeans ought to bo continued but 
the number of lascars and topasses must not bo increased unless 
Europeans are wanted to keep up the complement now settled. Ordered 
the abovementioned two lists follow this Consultation.* 

“Within a j'car, 13th March 1743 and 30tli March 1744, para. 23, the 
Court of Directors twice approve of the reduction made at Bombay in the 
i marine force. The Court write ; With satisfaction we observe tliat our 
i marine was duly reduced agreeable to our orders, except in employing 
the Nejptime’s Prize instead of a sloop which you promise sliall not 
occasion an exceeding in the expense ; we therefore bave^ no objection 
thereto if the continuance of that vessel was judged requisite.® 

' On the subject of deserters in their letter of the 13th March 1743 the 
Court write : Having considered tlie great damage the Company suffer 
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' Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 438. - Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-43, 00 ■ 91 . 

® Bom. Gov. Consultation 20tb ITov.-1743, Pub. Diary 16 of 1741-42, 660. 

/ ■* Bom. Gov. Consultation 16th Feb. 1743, Pub. Diary 10 of 1743, 41. For the Iista 

sec Ditto 43-46. 

* Pub. Dop. Court’s Letters Vol, 3 of 1742-1761, 33, 70. 
n 1006—28 
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In the ramo letter, Mh April 1751, the Court ronfinuoi Wr at*' 
nwaro Uuvt it ii n inislom to di-clwriio the I.Tcar. nlicn our ic'-'Ik jjre 
nnriggctl generally alwut the miihllo of May and to impre tle ni 
n''ain nt the K'piining of Augwit, bring th.' time of th' 

vessels for the sea. 'lliis pmetiw gJvci the two Angnb nml other.! 
opportunilv to gel our t>cst men from n®, ami in fsel naviirite thrir 
embers nnu fight us with our own jwple which are the b-.! men th-jv' 
liavc iiilxith rc.s|iccls. "Vt’o nre abb informed the ia\-ing b incjn‘'ii'’»tC- 
Wo, because for the want of theso people von are ohltgisl to i>avdav- 
labourcrs in the Bandar and Jrarine yard® 'for what wurl; th" iVcart ra 
discliarged would doif kept in pay. You are thonriorc for the fotnru tn 
Ifccp the Kiscars belonging to our enn^ors in pay the year round ; and 
when they arc not on lioard, they arc to ]« cmploved in the Jfarine and 


otlW2!‘l^6J4S.* 50, Pub. Per. Comr.Uttcw Vot. I 
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Dandtir yards and. wherever else they may be most useCul to us. This 
will bo attended with this advantage that they will be ready on all 
emergencies.^ 

In the same letter, 6th April 1754-, they add : Captain Samuel 
Hough immediately upon his arrival at Bombay is to cuter upon the 
duty o£ liis oflicc or post of Superintendent of Marine agreeable to the 
beforegoing 'rcgulotioiis. He is to have an allowance of £260 a year 
which is to be in full for salai^', diet, palanquin, servants, house-rent, 
and all other appointments whatsoever. But as a house near the Dock 
and Marine yaul will be very convenient for him, when one so situated 
belonging to the Company can be spared, he is to liavc the option of 
living in it j and then the sum of Bs. 240 must bo annually deducted 
from his beforementioned allomncc. In case of the death or absence 
of Captain Hough the post or oflicc of Suijerintcndcnt of the Marine 
is to bo filled provisionallj’ by the Master Attendant for the time being 
until our further pleasure is signifled to 3 *ou, and in sncli case j'ou arc 
to appoint another Master Attendant likewise proviBionall 5 '.- 

Of the Bornbay Marine in 1754, on the occasion of his first 
visit to Bombaj' at the time of the expedition against Ghcria, 
Dr. Edw'aid Ives write ; Our East India Company had here one ship 
of forty guns, one of twentj', one grab of eighteen gnns, and several 
other vessels ; more also wore building.* Bcgarding ship-building at 
the same time he adds ; Bombaj' is the most convenient place in the 
Indies for careening large ships, It has a good dock for small ships 
now' (1754) being improved. On his return to Bomlxij' in Januaiy 
1758 Dr. Ives found, a dock for 70-gun ships completed.* 

In iMarch 1756 the Atarinc Stipcrintendent Cnpt.ain Samuel Hoxigh 
writes to Government ; As wo have been so Bucccs.«ful ns to burn all 
Tuldji Angria's fleet and lave taken all liis forts from him so that ho 
is entirely' dcstroj'cd, I beg leave to_ recommend to j'our Honours’ • 
consideration the reducing the marine expense in the following 
iminnor ; Tlio Pratccior to be dismantled and laid aside until such time 
as adriccs raaj' arrive from England, when, should there bo no war 
with Prance, she is to bo sold out of the Honourable Company's ser- 
vice as she sails at a very great expense and she does not go so well as 
cither the jRcvcnqc or JJombnt/ grab and is not of so much real scrrico. 
The Sinalhvj to Ik relieved from Gombroon ly the Drake and sold ns 
we sltall ahvaj's Ik able to spare one of the ennsers as a guardship to 
that factor}' so long as it may Ik thought noccssar}' to keep one there. 
The Despatch sloop to be sent to Surat in the place of the Content as 
she sails much iKtter and has liad a thorough rcptiir and ■will last much 
longer. The Content sloop to Ik paid off and reduced to a luggago- 
iKat which in my humble opinion will answer much better to the 
Honourable Companj' than selling her. The Triumph prahm to bo 
paid off and laid up till such time ns tlie service may require her being 
fitted up again as a bomb vessel which she is cstrcmcl}' fit for as she is 
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* Court to Bombay 5tU April 1761 para 37, Tub. Dcp. Conrl’a Letters Vol. 4 of 
1752-1756, 142. 

* Court to Homb.-iy 6tli Aprif 1751 pams 40, 41, Pub. Dcp. Court’s Lctfors Vol. 4 of 

1752-1750, 140. “Low’s History of tlio Indian Kftvy, I, 174. 

■* Dr. Irta' Voyage from England to India, 33, 195. 
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n iierfcct bed of limber and will be eervicoablc in that way for a great 
many years j and was she to be sold, she woxild fcteli little or nothing 
as she is quite flat bottomed and a mere thell of a vessel. Tlic 
JIarilwieke, Warren, and TAvcly to bo paid off and delivered up to their 
respective omicrs and all the fishing boats fitted out on the expedition 
to bo discharged as soon as possible. On receipt of ibis letter, at a 
Consultation on the 9tb March 1750, Government direct : Read a letter 
from Mr. Samuel Hough, Superintendent, proposing a reduction of tlie 
marine. This being approved ho is ordered to give the necessary 
directions for tliat piurposo as soon ns he may be enabled by the arrivaV 
of tlic respective vessels.^ 

Two months later the diary of tlic 18th May records : Read a 
letter from Mr. Samuel Ilough^ Superintendent, enclosing lists of the 
commanders and oflicers belonging to the marine. lie represents that 
our resolution of tlio 9th Mardi last for reducing tlic number of 
cruiKcm will occasion the dismission of three second and seven third 
lieutenants. Besides he proposes to reduce several of the comnuindcrs 
and senior lieutenants and proposes a method of employing tlicm to the 
Honourable Compauj’^s advantage by stationing them on board such 
vessels as are to inmain in tlic service. Resolved, .as wo leanit by 
private overland advices received the 10th instant by tlic Neptme, that 
affairs between us and the Frendi in Europe a.s to peace or war were 
altogether uncertain, tliat all tlic murine oflicers bo employed as proposed 
till furtlicr advices arc received.® 

As regards the supply of cables a Consultation of the lOtli August 
1756 records; It being impracticable to make c.ablcs and extremely 
difllcult oven to make small rope for the marine dining tlic rains, the 
Superintendent reports that it is absolutely necessary to cover tlie rope 
walk tliat the people maybe enabled to work constantly. Tlio Superin- 
tendent and Mr. Spencer propose, if w'o do not think proper to do it 
at the Company’s expense, that tlicy will undertake it theni.«elvcs if we 
ivill allow Rb. 2 the khaiidi to bo laid upon all cordage made tlierein 
till tliey ai'o reimbursed, or to be otherwise regulated by us hereafter 
when they and wo can judge how the above allowance wall turn out. 
Esteeming it most for our Ilonoumblc Masters' interest, ns tlie allow'- 
ance is so very low and inconsiderable, tluit those gentlemen should 
cover the rope walk, their proposal is accordingly accepted.® 

Next year (1757) a Consultation of the 1st March records ; Messrs. 
Spencer and Hough representing that they' find it necessary tliat Rs. 2 
more the hhatidi should .be laid on all the cordage made in the rope 
walk to defray the expense of roofing it, as the Rs. 2 a Jehandi now 
allowed in consequence of our Resolution of 'the 10th August last 
(1750) will not near reimbuiuo tliem, and that they shall annually lay 
an account tliereof before the Board till they are cleared, it is agreed 
that they be permitted to charge accordingly*.* 

Of the proposed reduction to the marine force, on the 4th May 1757, the 
Court wiite ; Although your success in taking Gheria with the entire 


* Pul). DiorySO o£ 1750, 110, 120- 121. -Pab. Diary 20 of 175G, 221, 226 - 228. 

® Pub. Diary 29 of 1760, 290-207. About the same time, 1761, Dr. Ivca (Voyaco 
from England to India, iiogo 33) mentions the very good ropc-ynnl in Bombnv. “ 

* Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, W. ' ' - ■* 
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destruction oE Angria's fleet, would at another lime have mado 'it Chapter VII. 

piaidcnt and necessary to have i-cduced our marine force, the unhappy Marine. 

event of a JFrcnch w.ar for the ijrosont forbids it. You must thercCoro 

continde the marine U 2 >on our last establishment until yon have our 

further orders. Your intentions for reducing our marine expenses in 

the manner pointed outb 3 ''-tho Superintendent were very commendable, 

and it would have given us grc.at satisfaction if circumstances would 

liave admitted of their being carried into execution. However we 

must e.anicstly recommend the utmost economy in the management of 

tliis unavoidably cx 2 )ensive bmnch of our affaii's th.at the expenses may 

be kept within as modemte and reasonable bounds as circumstances 

can iJossibly admit of.* 

As regards the state and disposition of the marine force a Cousulta- 1700. 

lion of the 2 1st August 1759 records: Read a letter from the 
Superintendent, enclosing tlio sl.atc of the marine force, a 2 )pointod by , 
our Ilonoumble jMasters together with the present dis 2 )osition of it, 
also a dirision of the whole (including the vessels taken from tlio Sidi) 
disposed in such manner as he thinks Avill best answer the service at 
iliis Presidency and Siinat, which dirision Ijeing approved, he is oidered 
to proceed accordingly.® The followng statements give the dcbails : 
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A Consultation oE tho 11th April 1760 records : Major Fraser repre- 
senting that the firing a morning and evening gun from the X’ort 
rrill he very usoEul and necessary for the hotter regulating the duty 
o£ this ganison, we concur therein. In order to obviate Uie cimensc 

attending it, which occasioned our Honourable Masters to take it off 

it is resolved that we salute no other ships or vessels hut such as belong 
to His Majesty, the Honourable Company, or foreigners, and that the 
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same regulation be observed at Tcllieherry, Anjeugo, Gombroon, Fort 
Victoria, and Onovo, tliougli any o£ tkc country powers, or other parti- 
cular persons must bo saluted as usual on their arrival and departure 
here and at any of the subordinates.^ 

A Consultation of the 24th Juno 1760 records : Mr. Hough, Superin- 
tendent, tendering the roof over the rope walk agreed in Consultation 
of the 10th August 1756, at the price it has cost him with interest there- 
on amounting to Es. 19,599-0-40, aud we deeming it proper that it should 
bo our Ilononrablo Maslcis’ jiropcrty in order to pmvent any disi^utcs 
tliat may arise with people conecnicd about the charge of Rs. 4 the hhamli 
laid oil all coir woi-lccd tlioroin as noticed in Consultations of the 1 0th 
Aumist 1756 and 1st March 1757, it is agreed that we nccexit said 
tender but that the .above mentioned revenue towards defraying tlie cost 
(which since August 1756 to this time has produced Rs. 5074-2-16) 
be collected by the maiine paynuistcr for the time being and that the 
building be completed under the Superintendent's directions.® 

At a Consultation of the 11th November 1760 read a letter from 
Mr. Hough remarking that the second dock lias been finished some time j 
and is of great utility as he liad been able to dock the largest ships in 
the squadron.® 

Regarding the uniform dress of the Honourable Company’s Marino, 
a Consultation of the SOlh June 1761 i-ccords : For a Commodore a 
dress-coat, blue ndth a largo boot-sleeve cuff turned up with j'ellow, 
two rows of broad and one of naiTOW gold laoe, on the body one broad 
and one narrow ndth narrow lace button-holes. 'Waistco.at yellow the 
same as the facings and laced as the coat. A £rock-co.atbluc with cuffs 
and lappclls the same as the facings of the sleeves of the dress-coat, 
naiTOW lace button-holes and white single-laced waistcoat, A Cap- 
tain’s dress-coat blue with a large boot-cuff turned up \nth j'ollow, 
two rows of lace upon tlie cuff, a single lace on the body and narrow 
laced button holes. -Waistcoats the same as the facings single laced 
and narrow laced button-holes. Frocks for captains of capital vessels, 
blue with cuffs and lappclls tlie s.amc as the facings of the sleeves of the 
dress-coat and single laced. Waistcoats white. Frocks for captains 
of the mnk, blue -nuth yellow cuffs, blue lappclls laced. Waistcoats 
white. A Lieutenant’s dress-coat blue with a boot-sleeve faced 
with yellow ; waistcoat the same colour as the facings single laced. 
Frocks blue out sleeves ivith yellow facings ivithout lace, Waistco.als 
wliite. Midsliipmon and masters of gahvats blue mth a small round 
cuff, no facings with a narrow aipo faced with yellow.* 
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> Pnb. DLiry 3 1 of 17<J0, 2?l - 272. Comp, of Stnmling Ord. Vol. 2 of I7C0 • 1783. 100. 
^ Horn. Gov. Consultation 2itli .Tiino 17GO, Fiib. Diaty 31 of 1700, >170. 

® Horn. Gov. Coiisnltatioii lltli Nov. 1700, Pnb. Diary 33 of 1700, 830 • 851. For tlio 
Ebatemonts anil rcm.arks eco Ditto, 1039-1014. 

* lioin. Gov. Consultation 30th .Tune 1701, Pnb. Diary 37 of 1701, 4SO-4SI. T.iontcnniil 
Charles Itntliboiio l.ow (History of the Indian Knvy, I. 123) Enys; Wilh incrc.ssod 
tiumbers, improved discipline, and a rcgnlar niiifonn, tlioDombay Marino Iwcamo a littio 
Nary, altliongb it did not assume tliat name. The Knglisli fleets, ivitli tlicir linc-of-inittlc 
ships nnd trigatc.s, floating in Ibo linriraur, on varions oceusions during tbo next quarter 
of a century (1755-1780) under the command of Admirals Wulsou, CorniKli, I’oeocb, 
and Stevons, tliro\v_tlio Bombay Marine into the shade, but, at tbo same time, taught it 
enmiation nnd cflicicnry, 
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'In 1762 on noticing tho espenditnro at Bomliay on account of 
a vop^-walk shed, in their letter o£ the IGth April, the Court write : 

We observe by the 129tli para of your letter of the 20tli November 
1760 you have purchased a shod for the rope walk amounting with 
the first cost and interest to Es. 19,599-0-40, wliich you intimate 
will be a valuable pui'cbase for the Company and appears so from 
what was gained from 1756, being in three years Ks. 5074. Wo 
hope you will take care that it be as beneficial to us in future, 
though we are surprized to find that an additional exiienso will be 
necessary to complete it when it seemed before to answer all purposes. 

If such a work as this was necessary and so profitable it ought to 
have been done on our accounts. This leads us to make another . 
observation of a practice wo do not at all approve, the suddenness of 
things becoming necessary for the Company when gentlemen possessed 
of them are leaving the island and consoqucntlj’’ can make no further 
advantage of them. Then wo are told in support of your conduct 
that such arc become useful to us.^ 

On tho 26th March 3766, regarding capital cruizers tho Court '' 
write ; We tiiink it necessary here to acquaint yon that you are not 
to order an}' capital cmizer to be pnt upon the stocks without first 
acquainting us with tho necessity thereof and obtaining our express 
leave for that purpose, unless by any accident one of tho cruizers upon - 
your present cstahlishmeut shall happen to be lost or I’endcrcd incap- 
able of service and it may bo evidentiy for the interest of the Company 
to begin building another in her room before such leave can be obtainwl 
but not otherwise. Even in this case yon are hereby positively 
directed not to order or cause one to be set upon the stocks which 
shall exceed the dimensions of the Bombay grab, that is to say, breadth 
by the beam 30 feet, lengtii of the keel 90 feet, and burthen 363 tons, 
and as vessels with bows are preferable to grabs with prows, you arc 
in the case beforementioned to cause such cruizer to be constructed 
accordingly.® 

A Consultation of the 16th December 1766 records ; Tire Marino 
Superintendent representing that the rope walk will ho rendered 
nscless for making cables if the engineer persists in carrying on the 
retaining wall of the mmport in tho manner he has began it, that 
gentleman must be required to assign his reasons for the necessity of 
completing the rampart in that manner. In the meantime a stop 
must be put to the work.® 

The next day, the 17tb December 1766, the Engineer reports : In 
compliance with your orders of yesterday I am now to assign my 
reasons for finishing tiro retaining wall of the rampiirt in the iSn.Tinnr 
it is now begun. In the first place I am to acquaint the Honour- 
able Board that the whole of the range of the rope walk in longtli 
eight hundred and sixty feet (exclusive of the part now in question) ' 


>Conrb to Bombay 16tb April 1762 para 82, Pub. Dcp. Court’s liCttors Vol. 0 ot . 
1762-1761, 41. 

s Court to Bombay 26ai March 1700 para 11, Pab. Dap. Court’s Letters Vol. 7 of ' 
1765-1768,171. 

“Bom, Gor. Consnltation ICtU Dec. 1700, Pub. Diary 47 of 1706, 827. 
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is a general inconvenience to the works contiguous thereto by being 
so very close as not to admit o£ any passage for guns and stores to 
be ti-ansportcd unto them in the manner usual in fortified to'Nvns 
where it is always customary to leave a void space of at least forty 
feet between the rampart and any building whatever. But there 
is a greater inconvcniency (if not danger) to be apprehended from 
the rope walk remaining in its present situation. Supposing the 
])Iace to be attacked and the attack made on this part of the forti- 
iic<ations which is as likely as any other, this building may be set 
on fire by carcasses or shells and being entirely composed of timber 
and possibly mtU a quantity of coir in it may communicate a general 
eonflagr.ation to this quarter of the town. During such a scene of 
confusion, while most people's attention is turned on extinguishing 
the flames, the enemy may possibly m<akc a successful assault. Even 
allowing this should not be the ‘case the shot from an enemy in time 
of a siege will make the rope walk sudi a heap of ruins .as will be 
found very troublesome to remove so as to leave proper passiigcs for 
, carriages to supply this part of the works wth necessary stores and 
materials. Exclusive of tlic above disadvantages I am to acquaint tbo 
Board the rope walk greatly cncroacbcs on the proper Ijrcadlh of the 
rampart. So great is tliis encroachment at this particular spot that, if 
the walk was finished in the manner it was laid out, instead of the 
proper hraidth of forty-oight feet, at the second flank adjacent to the 
Skauhopc bastion there will be no more than seventeen feet three 
inches breadth of rampart. This encroachment goes on in an oblique 
direction so as to leave the lumpart at the return of the flank only 
thirteen feet broad. This extremo small breadth makes it impossible 
for any kind of carnage, even a wheelbarrow, to pass in the rear of the 
platforms of the second flank, so ili.at tbe commnnication l)ciwccn tlic 
jrarlborough and Stanhope bastions is entirely stoijpcd and you are in 
time of siege deprived of replacing any guns tliat may be dismounted 
in one bastion by those of the oUicr. The above rcmarlm and reasons 
arc so obvious tliat I flatter myself the Honourable Board will see the 
necessity of entirely removing this building, the which .at this season 
cannot bo attended wilh any inconvenieney by loss of time as tlie 
l,alx)urcrs employed on that business can work as well without ns wUi a 
shade and long before the mins. Or, if thought necessary, I will for 
about Es. 4001) lake upon mo in six w'ceks to remove and complete it 
as it now stands to near the Marine Bo.at Yard or to any other part 
wliich shall be judged more convenient. Referring the whole to the 
Honourable Board’s consideration, I request that they will he pleased 
to give me their orders in regard thereto as speedy as may Ijo con- 
venient, tlic woriia in this quarter Ijcing entirely at a stand.^ 

On perusing the above report, the 19lh December 1766, the Board 
observe ; Read a letter from the Principal Engineer assigning his 
reasons for carrying on the retaining wall of the rampart in the manner 
it is begun, and repre-senting that tlic rope walk, situated where it is 
at present, is a gcner,al inconvenience to tlie works in that quarter of 
the toivn. But as he roprcsonls it may ho removed for the sum of 
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1{«. -IflOO, li’nl «'• li** III.' ••%(«* t<t I<itn f^r 
ttir !«(• iu\ <■«!' nf»- Ii** nF, msii'-ly lowetit,;; lh<' r-fil s.ui 

ni.tl.ilt '4 i* ll-‘l Ijv (lir»wiii;j fl jtbiriiriii fAH llii* {rstl. n-ill 

li<* sui*l lh(> Maiifi*' nr.* or<li>ri'4 t«« ka'lctiutloj 
a nl a proj- r wIiIkiuI ih" lo i-'JivAe 5l 1)>.' 

A (’.!«• 'iltatioH i.f thi' Olli .laxtiarv 17ti7^ Ural a kivr 

frvin til' jirovt>u*:Ml su|rtTiut4‘» U nt ati'l jiriiw'ijKU iTrcj.rr-.’iittrj 

tli.nt llii'V t-nmuit find any }*r*>|'**r -p-tt M'Uli-nit lli^ i-'-jil.iLiU'k to ntn 
tile r.i|»*'w:iU: t... Al-* nnntli-T lrtt.>r ln>m lli ’ 
fnrtli till’ aiUanljt!?*^ n»ul of it*. aal 

jirtinlitiif nut tit** fviNilient in tetr (lotimltatirAi of Uv ll'th 

ultiiiui itF llttiiMiinif « jilatf.irrn nviT lUtl |art<<f flittuall; wlii-li jtiti.rf-'r>'- 
willi til.* ninii«rt l<» prfVttil il*> tli' fi'.m larryip^ 

•*>1 lilt' »:iJii'‘. Ilii' 111*' en»;iMi-<T, wlin wn" j*?!' <•»! it wanma- 

tioiml, v.a> Ilf iij'intiin wuulit K* I'liuilly i-trt>nj;. And »>• Kdli Its! arl 
liii' » iii'i'rinli-tidcnt iKi l.tri* lli'm i‘ »*• i*r<>j'i-r fin-t willrtiit tin* town t' 
n'tiiiAt* tin* mill; t»>, and n*. tJi'* latli-r t>\in if tln'ri: iia^jit v.nn I 

In' nItrii'U**! with a vi'ry naiMd.'inhh' ndilitinna! t'\ji'«‘e«f fos'ly Ina, 
for thi'‘i’ fi'as^tiii*- \vi* nti* <if njimi'iu ih** pLatrnrni t*\ji«‘-ll''nt I'li-rtiM 
jin'fi’’»riil. In order tluit th*' milh in.'ii' li*' t-liU It’ii- iiininvi'iiii-nt hAhi* 
work-*, it is hirther n^'riiil to lower the riMif, tlu* exj'Oli'-i' 

whii'h will Is*' more lh.tii dcfrayi-il hy the ^ tiinlr’r wliirh will U’tahfn 
oul of it and wliuli t-. orden'd (o I** apiiniiiri.'iti'il to other M-rwis-.* 

On 111'* t?th Matrh 17011, in i)Mt>«nmv of the Court V onler, the 
t'onnnittce nj*jminli.Hl l« iiu|uire inlu the hfnte of the >rariiu5 
Di’juirtmfiil nihmittiil the followhip rq^iit: l’iir*uant to the oitlcr 
of the Hoard fiir csirryinp into execution the issrnniniHU of tlic 
llouonmhhi Company Vetvi\ed thi-i year hy the /’or rwjwlinp 
the M.arinc Dejiartinont, \i« have earisfully attended to the w>vcnii 
ordej» on this. the yinr 1701, and the rcpwlalions nude 

in cs>n‘i’tj|iienee thereof. AVe have exJuniiiiHl tho htate and condition 
eC each vos^el, awl of the nuvthw y.vwl. ’I'he nnuewxl vUvtetnent will 
jKiinl out to ymir Ilonnur.t the mmilier of eriUK'ri. em|>Ioyi'il, several 
of which are nhn^>^t new and the iC't in evcelleni ortler, hovinp lui’ii 
thoronphly re]>aircd in the eonn-e of the two la^-t n"iFon«:. Wo have 
uImi nunoNcil a statement of the neirine for the-ycar 1751, from whence 
yon will iil^eiie the monthly exia'ine of \ictunliinp and sailing (he 
lleet is at pre>ont Its. 20U0 less tlwn the former cstnhli'-hmeiil. Tlii.* 
indeed is eliielly occasioned hy the nnmlier of the lJuropean scmien 
Ijcinp Ic-s tlijin llic ap|iointiiiciit, and which is the cause of tlie 
Adminil heiiig- laid up. Hero we tliiiik it our duty to represent 
to yonr Honours that many of the military recruits who came out this 
season declnro tlic3' ciitetwl for the m.arino hut U’inp now ohlipcd to 
servo in the military apainsl their iiielinations, it will pix'venl othore 
from cngagitig in the marine service in future Ihe coiisequonces of 
whieh wo iiccil not iwint out to yon. That, us far .ns the lUeinlV 
anfhority extends, a piopcr discipline is duly ohsvrvwl we hoiw will 
fully aiipear to your Honours from the annexed copy of (he peiicml 


« Horn. CIov. Ceicnttatum lOtti Wee. VM, fnl.. l)i.wv 17 ot IVtW, SI I, 
S Uojn. (iov. CouMiIUlien Clli .tan. 1707, 1'lib. liiary JS cf 1707, »• I. 
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instructions to the Commanders, "Wo can only lament they arc not 
projierly ompowored to enforce them ndth vigour. Tlic seamen well 
knowing tliis arc constantly inclined to a mutinous turbulent behaviour, 
which, to jjrovcnt dangerous consequences, the Commanders are at 
times obliged to take upon them to quell and chastise the offenders, 
though for want of a legal authority they lay themselves open to a 
prosecution. Nor can it be expected that the marine of Bombay will bo 
conducted with the same order and regularity as tire military is unless 
the Commandci-s ai-o furnished with the same means of enforcing 
obedience. AVe do not nor caiinot believe the Commanders of any of 
your cruizers sell spirituous liquors to the seamen. W'’e have the 
pleasure to say 3 ’^ou Irave a set of gentlemen in your service who are 
above making any moan advantage of that kiird. Such slops as arc 
necessary for tire haaltli and iircscrvation of the seamen the Commanders 
are allowed to furnish them with. "Wo are satisfied this lilrcrty is not 
abused. For the reasons before recited we arc of opinion that the 
vessels should each have three commissioned officers and a master-at- 
arms which we leave to your Honours^ determination. The marine yard 
and rope WTilk are chietly under the direction of the master attendant 
Lavji and his sons, all or whom wo can with truth assure your Honours 
arc men of care and assiduity in the several parts of the Marine 
committed to their care. In regard to the marine 3 'ard we have only 
to romark that it is too mucli confined, which prevents the timber from 
being kept altogether with that distinction and regularity which is 
necessary. Could the hospitals be thrown into the marine 3 ’ard, it 
would bo of gTO.at use. With respect to Mr. Hague’s complaint 
against Air. England the latter has already replied thereto in an address 
to 3 'our Honours to wliich we bog leave to refer. Upon the whole we 
have only to assure j^ou tliat the several branches of the marine 
department are carried on upon the plan laid down in tlio j'ear 175‘1', 
and wo arc convinced the greatest cave and economy are observed in the 
oxeeution thereof. This report would have been laid before j’^our 
Honours sooner, but our attention Ijcing wholly taken up with tlie 
despatch of the True liriton prevented it.* 

The slalcmcnts and instructions given below contrast the details of 
the Alarino in 1754. and 1766- ; 
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... 

Sl6t July 17J1 ••• 

ID 

0 

41 


8 

1 

TV.wr Hchoorirr ... 
■9A<Tr/ «■ OalU nt 


Do. 


1727 

11 

0 

45 

43 

0 

3 


no. 


1720 

14 

0 

40 

38 

0 

3 

Diththin do. ••• 


]>o. 

• M 

1723 

1% 

o 

40 

37 

0 

3 

riu do. ... 


no. 



lU 

o 

SO 

30 

0 

3 

Simllota do. 


Do. 



18 

0 

30 

so 

0 

4 

J'ux do. 


Dahscin 


Uncertain 

10 

0 

42 

83 

0 

2 

.Sirf« do. ;.. 

... 

Stirnt 


lUtto ... ... 

IS 

o 

»1 

15 

o 


Total 

... 


— 

... 

... 


... 

... 

... 

... 


» Tub, Diary -10 of ITGC, 10»- 171. - Tub. Diaiy 16 of 17CG, 172 • ISS. 
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Chap^ VIL 
Marine. 
Marine, 

mi. 


Bombat/ Sfarine, continued. 


Ships. 

Odhtes 

iiftw* 

ficn. 

Euro* 

pt'ans. 

Topus* 

ec9. 

lABcais. 

Miuin* 

fniscar 

6l&\cs. 

Soldiers* 

Total 

Soldiers 

And 

Bnllbn, 

PnteetoT Shin ... 


C 

0 

ISS 

21 

89 

!l 

52 

23i 

Jtomlaii Grab ... 

.«• 


1 

85 

18 

St 

10 

42 

389 

Ouartiin* 

•M 

7 

0 

81 

30 

31 

.M 

42 

373 

Drake Ketch 


3 

1 

51 

It 

ss 

0 

18 

129 

Steallew Oatlcy.^ 


B 

0 

30 


20 


S3 

80 

Ctmteul Sloop' 

... 

2 

1 

0 

0 

ir 

■•a 

18 

47 

Sloan ... 

... 

2 

0 

s 

0 

23 


18 

CO 

U^tfer Soliooiiur 

• M 

2 

0 

3 

0 

30 


IS 

43 

5AarAvG(iU\at 

• •• 

3 

0 

4 

G 

21 

M. 

18 

61 

Dotphiii <]o. ... 

... 

2 

0 

4 

0 

23 


18 

61 

jFlu do. ... 


2 

0 

1 

0 

20 


18 

45 

SHallov do. ••• 


2 

0 

2 

0 

20 


18 

40 

do. •.« 


2 

0 

2 

0 

23 

... 

18 

49 

Sir\/l do. .M 

... 

S 

0 

2 


14 

... 

n 

27 

Total 

... 

*** 

— 

43S 

120 

831 

S3 

312 

12C2 


BUips. 

Guns* 

Masts. 

tiovr lonir 
mas' last 
\uth 
ICcpalTB. 

Quality 

i>f 

Salllf!£(. 

Jllonthly 

Wages. 

o' 

Xonthly 

Ylctuaf- 

liUff* 

Konihlj 
Wages and 
Frmdsions 
t*hcn 

Lascars and 
Soldiers on 
board. 



0. p. 


Yean. 


Its. q.r. 

Ha. q. r 

Ha. q. r. 

Protector Ship .m 

... 

r 4 0 
{ 20 12 

1 20 4 


Uncertain 

Prime. 

22lt 2 SO 

1822 0 31 

40(»2 1 

Bombay Grab ,m 

- 

18 0 

3 

S3 

EOi •». 

1337 0 EO 

1153 1 a: 

2160 2 IT 

Ouariian Ship 

... 

7 20 0 

1 4 S 

( 10 Siri\0l3 


Uncertain 

Do. ... 

:13SI 1 01 

lOTD 0 79 

31C0 2E3 

Drulc Ketch ... 
Sv^hto GalU-y ... 
CcHttHt Sloop 

**• 

34 0 

14 4 

10 9 

Q 

3 

S3 

Uncertain 

IG 

Do. ._ 
Do. ... 
Do. ... 

009 1 SO 
GM S 0 
20U 3 0 

075 3 SC 
580 1 01 
1G3 0 23 

ICS.') 0 CO 
1230 3 C4 
308 2 23 

PA<niu; Sloop „• 


(33 
i 4 S 


15 

Do. 

208 0 40 

153 2 OO 

SOI 3 30 

Tt3<^ Schooner 

.H 

i 2 2 

1 a » 

}* 

3 

Do. ... 

173 0 40 

130 ICO 

809 2 0 

Sharke Golivat 

“ 

f 1 3 

7 4 2 

la* 

} = 

3 

Do. ... 

217 2 SO 

101 1 81 

370 0 Cl 

Dolj^in do* 

... 

r 1 8 

4 4 2 

\ a * 

}* 

5 

Do. ... 

217 2 80 

ICl 1 81 

1 

370 0 Cl 

FIf do. ... 


f 3 3 

t 2 1 

}» 

11 

Do. ... 

167 2 0 

ISO S 38 

2081 SS. 

SwBlov) do. ... 

... 

( 3 2 

1 2 1 

1 * 

11 

Do. .> 

183 2 0 

138 2 20 

823 0 20 

Fta do. 


f 1 8 
] 2 3 

C 2 swivels. 


3 

Do. ... 

1(18 2 0 

145 S 09 

3i4 1 00 

8tc^ do. ... 


f ^ a 

( 4 i 

} 3 

4 

Do. ... 

113 2 0 

01 3 10 

201 0 10 

Total 


170 

- 



8102 0 SO 

0508 3 45 

11,801 0 25 
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Aistracf, 1754. 


Men. 

Guns. 

Monthly Cliari;c« 

No. 

nnropcans 431 

Topa^ifcs ... ... ISO 

I.ascara 331 

SoldlcTS 312 

Uadnipiscar Slaves ... SS 

No. 

12»Poi1Ddor8 ••• 20 

0 <lo« ••• 42 

0 do. ... 14 

4 dOa ••• 8 1 

8 (to. ••• IG 

2 do. ... 20 

1 do« 7 

) do« ... SO 

Its. q. r. 

Cmlscra ... ... 11.833 3 C5 

Gallvnta 20C7 0 CO 

Total ... 14,801 0 26 

Total ... 12G3 

Total .„ 170 



Bomhaii Marine, 17GG. 


* 

Ships. 

Built. 

launched. 

Srendth 

of 

Ucam. 

t«cn;;th 

cf 

Keel. 

£Icr- 

chanta* 

Tonrmsro- 

An- 

chors. 

amp- 

lids. 






Ft. 

In. 

Ft. In. 




Defiance Ship 



Oombnv ... 

30th Sept. 17US. 

31 

G 

DC 

0 

noo 

3 

0 

itetienne do.. 

... 

. . 

Do* 

22iidScpt. 17CS. . 

32 

0 

03 

0 

470 

3 

0 

JSotnbav Grail 

1 ■ I 



On. ... 

21fit IVb. 1740.41. 

30 

0 

00 

0 

303 

4 

2 

Jiostal Aihnirttl 

TTt 

I 1 1 

no. .. 

lotu March 1702 

23 

O 

81 

0 

280 

A 

2 

JSarffe Stiow 

aaa 

... 

Do. 

22nd Fob. 1704 ... 

25 

G 

74 

0 

220 

8 

1 

l>rtike Snow 

■a. 

. 

Do. ... 

8th Au^rutit 1740... 

S4 

D 

72 

0 

220 

4 

1 

Suceet* Ketch 

•It 

, , 

Do. ... 

eth Slarcli 1760 ... 

23 

8 

£3 

0 

115 

8 

0 

TarletrSnow 

ItT 

T*t 

Do. ... 

Sept. 1764 

21 

0 

00 

0 

200 

4 

0 

Fatieti Bomb Ketch 

T** 

Do. ... 

1704 

22 

0 

CO 

0 

100 

2 

1 

Fog Ketch Qrab 

.*• 

•4« 

8f fl 1 V a n 

2Cth Octr. 1708 ... 

23 

0 

01 

0 

70 

3 

1 

DaltMtt Schooner 


Bombay ... 

12th Deer. 1701... 

16 

s 

41 

0 

46 

o 

2 

TVurr dOa 

tTt 


Do. ... 

S4th Deer. 1TU4... 

16 

U 

4t 

0 

45 

2 

1 

Fisr GnIIrnt 

••• 

1 1 1 

Do. ... 

1763 

13 

0 

80 

0 

8t> 

o 

s 

iro/y do. 

•a* 


Itt & t T a n 

29th Novr. 170S... 

14 

G 

88 

0 

25 

2 

1 




Fort. 









Beanie do. 

• •• 


Do. ... 

6t1i Deer. 1703 ... 

10 

G 

43 

0 

45 

2 

1 

Pa«rarcl dOa 

... 



Do. ... 

Otii Deer. 1708 ... 

1C 

G 

40 

0 

30 

2 

1 

Swift do. 

— 

... 

Doinbay •»« 

Uncertain ••• 

16 

C 

40 

0 

37 

0 

3 

Total 

... 



... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


Ships. 

Cables. 

Ifaw. 

seis. 

Doropcaiis. 

Christian 

Topas^cs. 

lAsenrs. 

Boldicrs. 

Soldiers 

and 

Seamen. 

Fejlanee Ship 




2 

1C 

40 

81 

80 

Jt^-cenirr do. 


3 

1 

CO 

10 

34 

31 

lt7 

Jtotiihaff Grab 


tj 

••• 

00 

10 

34 

31 

141 

Jtnaal Admtrat ... 


4 

1 

07 

10 

81 

81 

1 IS 

Xante Snow 


8 

3 

80 

12 

29 

20 

81 

Vratce Snovr 


4 

1 

27 

12 

20 

20 

70 

Saeeru Ketch 


3 

I 

31 

8 

IS 

18 

03 

Tartar Suonr ... 


.3 

2 

20 

G 

18 

IS 

C2 

Fonev Sonib Ketch 


2 

1 

I 

C 

IB 

16 

4a 

I-'oT Ketch Grab ... 


2 


2 

0 

23 

SO 

£0 

Dclp^in Schooner... 


1 


o 

6 

20 

20 

48 

Tager do. 


1 

2 

2 

0 

so 

20 

48 

Fly Qallvat 


2 

0 

2 

o 

11 

11 

20 

Waif do* 


1 

2 

o 

G 

20 

20 

48 

JieofjJe do. a.a 


1 

o 

2 

0 

SO 

20 

48 

Tastard do. 


1 

2 

2 

Q 

20 

20 

48 

Sioi/t do. 


2 

0 . 

2 

... 

10 

10 

4U 

- Total 

... 

... 

... 

313 

163 

587 

805 

1217 
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BOMBAY TOWN 

Bomhay Narine, 17G0 — continued. 


[Historical 


Clmpter VII. 

Ilarine. 

>Inrinc. 

17S4. 


Ships. 

Guns. 

Masts, 

How 

long 

may 

Inst 

with 

Hc- 

poln. 

Quality 

of 

Sailing, 

llTontlily 

Wugead 

2fonlh1f 

Vietual- 

hiifcr* 

llonthh 
Wa^B and 
rrovi'^ocd 
tkbcii the 
Drtach* 
meats an 
on iMdni. 

Defiance Shin 

Guns. P« 
20 0 

3 

Vears. 

SO 

Prime. 

Rb* q. r. 
332 0 0 

Rs. q. r« 

874 3 92 

U^4 q* r 

TK 2 9S 

lietenae do 

so 12 

8 

SI 

Do* •*■ 

ll-in 2 40 

701 I 2$ 

IOCS 3a^ 

Grab •. 

2<i n 

3 

18 

Dob ••• 

1032 1 40 

753 1 8t 

1803 3 It 

^o^al Admtnxl *•.« ... 

IS c 

3 

23 

Do. ... 

1000 1 CO 

831 0 63 

1017 211 

HaaU Snuw *,« 

Id 0 

9 

so 

Do.... 

C22 1 2U 

430 2 0 

10S2 3 90 

7>niX« do. 

14 0 

s 

23 

Do.... 

073 0 40. 

40a 0 23 

978 0^ 

Sueeett Ketch 

li 4 

2 

13 

Do. ... 

501 2 so' 

351 3 8 

S59 1 

Tartar Snow ... ... 

12 4 

2 

13 

Do. . . 

403 3 60 

822 2 12 

7S0 its! 

Fanen Bomb Ketch „ 

8 4 

2 

21 

Do* 

157 2 0 

IIU 1 21 

270 3 2ll 

l^ox Ketch Grab 

{2 1} 

2 

. 6 

Do. ... 

103 3 0 

111 0 4S 

331 2t£| 

Belphtn Schooner 

d 8 

9 

so 

Bn* ... 

183 2 0 

130 0 IS 

SIO 

Ti/^er do. „ 

a 8 

2 

SO 

Do. ... 

183 2 0 

ISO 0 48 

310 SM 

Pty GaBrat ... 

ii n 

8 3 

2 

2 

Do. ... 

114 2 0 

01 0 48 

105 2 d 

ITotJ do, ... 

2 

5 

Do. ... 

133 2 0 

130 0 49 

310 2 4s| 

Jtea'gle do. ... ... 

8 8 

2 

6 

Do. ... 

183 2 0 

130 0 48 

310 2 41] 

Paaiaird do. ... ... 

0 8 

2 

6 

Do. ... 

183 3 0 

138 0 48 

810 i 4i| 

^iri/<QaUtat 

{1 11 

2 

0 

Do..., 

1C3'2 0 

110 0 48 

270 3 4% 

Total ... 

loa 

• s4 

»s« 

••• 

7310 3 CO 

5301 3 12 

12,735 2 7? 


^.O.—Tlio ^wiiAraMalonp IMcIv taken lij’ tUe CooTIa imdBtnco retaken ta CTpcctcd from Surat. 
She iaainco nmvoil. Tho Sharia Butvnt >va9 aonio time ngo condamnod na unaerviccatilo and baalM 
on Bborc and will lie auld. 


Ahstrael, 1760, 


Men, 

Guns. 

Monthly Charge. 

nnropcans ... 313 
To|ki.ibc 3 ... 162 
LnBCars 3S7 

Sohllcra ... 305 

Total ... 1217 

No. 

12-roimdcrs ••• 20 

0 Po. ... 40 

S Do. ... 10 

0 Po. 4B 

4 Do. ... 35 

3 Po. 28 

a Do, ... 6 

1 Do. ... 4 

Total ... "iPO 

KOo Ra. q. r. 
Gniiaers •*. 8 10, OM) 8 D-1 

Ronih Ketch 1 270 3 Si 

Ketch Grab ... 1 381 3 48 

SchckoncTS **• 3 039 0 90 

GnlivaU ... 6 1431 0 40 

Total .- 17 12,735 2 92 


Marino Orders, The instructions referred to in tho above ropoi-t are ; From the Honour- 
ahio the President to the CommanderB in the IIononrab]e Company’s 
Marine service, Bombay. Dui-infj any cruize you shall be ilircctcd to 
make or at any station you shall be appointed to by tho President or 
Superintendent you are to follow all such orders as you sliall receive 
signed by the Superintendent for your management or conduct. When 
you shall not bo speoially instnieted you shall observe the following 
fulos; In the first place you arc to take care and keep up the 
sei-vicc of God on Iraard the vessel yon command and accordi’no- 
to the liturgy of the Church of England tliat the same be decently 
performed every Lord’s Day and at all other appointed seasons 
as often as you can do it with ^convenience. Bo very strict in observ- 
ing a good decorum and discipline amongst your ship’s company' 
severely punishing all' profoneness or blasphemers of God’s holy iiamo^- 
and on no account permit gaming of any land. Keep your vessel 
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always in a posture oE olTonding as well as defending, and speak witli 
and examine all vessels you make tliat arc not o£ superior force to 
you, taking out of such belonging to any prince or shite all British 
subjects you shall find on board them. I'ou are to take, burn, sink, 
or otherwi.eo destroy all ]nratcs 3'on maj* .at anj' time meet with 
infesting thc=c seas particul.-irlj' the Sangarians, Cooler's, and other 
Rovers harlx>uring to the northward and commonlj' cruising on that 
coast and sometimes ns far as the gulfs of jMokha and Persia, bringing 
such i>cople vessels and goods lietonging to them into this port for 
condcmn.ation. All people of the Sidi’s fleet or othcr\risc Iwlonging to 
the Moghal Emperor, as also all ships and vessels belonging to the 
M.arathiis, j'ou arc civillj* to examine so as not to give them disgust, 
and the}’, jiroving to bo Aloghal or Mnr.-itha, give them no molestation 
but anj' aid or assistance they may stand in need of. You arc licrcbj' 
ordered to protect defend and give convoj’ to .all ships and vessels 
nnder English colours dulj' licensed to wear tliem and to no others. It 
having been taken into considemtion how much the trade and public 
service of this island has at times suFEcred hy our crui-eers’ gmng 
convoj; to foreign shijis and vessels up and down this coast, from 
which no advantiige accrues to the Ilononr.al>lc Conip.anj’ but the 
contmr}', 3'ou are .strielh* commanded not to give convo}’ to such ships 
or vessels even from one port to, the other over so ne.av, or to the 
iirnc.io (or Hongkong) ships, notwitb.standing the}' should Ikj bound 
liillicr or to Snrat. For though thcreb}' the Conijiany should benefit 
something b}* the customs on their cargoes, 3-01 the encouraging or 
countenancing their tra le on tide co.ist, has a pernicious ciTect on the 
pepper trade, and in general all the commodities the 1 lonourahlc Corn- 
pan}' deal in for Chinn ; that the benefit b}' customs b}' no means 
counterbalances those inconveniences. It is for the Comp.an3'^s interest 
that such commerce should h}' all snitahle means 1>c discouraged and 
that thoreh}' the dl-acao ships ma}’ Ixs induced to restrain their trado 
to this coast, wliicli of late Iw.s increased to an exorbitant pitch. This 
is not meant (o extend so far as to prevent the mutual intercourse 
usual liolwccn nations in alliance with one another such as the grant 
of supplies of provisions wood and water in cases of distress, nor to the 
ships or vessels aetuall}* belonging to the Aloors or oilier merchants, 
inhabitants of Surat, as b}' our jiosscE.sion of the ^ihirmdn for the 
Jloglial's fleet llic}' are entitled to convoy. The British soldiers and 
seamen who desert from this island usuall}' take scr\’icc in the ships 
belonging to Bengal and Itladras vainl}' flattering themselves th.at 
h}' taking such service the}’ are screened from our authoril}* and from 
tlic punishments due to their crimes. To discourage a practice of such 
evil tendenc}' to the saCet}’ and welfare of this Government, we hereb}' 
authorise 3'ou to seize all such desertera when nnd wheresoever 3'ou 
may meet them, taking care to secure them in a proper manner until 
3'ou have an opporlunit}’ of reporting them to us or tho Marine 
- Superintendeni. And for the hotter oxcculing of these our orders 
and keeping up an exact register of all deserters which 3'ou arc to do 
on board 3'our ship, 3'ou n’ill have a list given 3'on of their names. You 
:\ro to do the like to other commanders for all those who may desert 
from 3’our own ship, certifying when where and how many go at a 
a JOOe — 30 
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timo and report the name likewise to the Su{)crintcndcnt. And whereas 
wo underbland an ill is made o£ our indulgence in pcrmitling you to 
Fell arnvek to your bhip'a company insomuch that the remainder d 
their wiigcs is not suificiont to ]>rovido them with common ncccscancs, 
and from thence they become discontented and mutinous and art! 
induced to qnil the service, and as the Honourable Com|wny have 
thought proper to allow the eommaiidcrs and ojliccrs an indulgence of 
trade, it js sjicciiicd in the 12th nrtielo of these instructions, you are to 
suffer your people to take up slops and iobaceo to the amount of hs.S 
a month, and no more. Nor, on i>eiiaUy of lacing dismissed the service 
for so doing, arc you to sell or suffer to he sold any arrack brandy 
or any sort of liquors on hoard any' of the llonourahlo Company^* 
cruisers for ready money or on credit. You nronot to discharge or 
exchange any of your seamen nor to prefer them to posts of trust and 
better pay without the leave of the President or Sujicrinlcndcnt, In 
cases of infidelity disobedience or incapacity yon have power of suspen- 
sion, You arc not therefore to proceed any further without leave 
first obtained as above. You have permission to list as many able 
men ns you can, reportiug them to the Superintendent but beware of 
encouraging any of the seamen belonging to His Majesly^s or the 
Honoumblo Company's Europe ships to desert on pain of our severest 
.censure the which you must likewise give in charge to all the olHecrs 
of your ship. In ease of any vacancy' happening by the death or 
suspension of any warrant officer, yon may recommend those you 
think best qualified for filling up such vacancy, but they are not to 
receive any advance in their pay till they arc confirmed by the Presi- 
dent or Superintendent. We in a special manner recommend to you 
that no waste or embezzlement be made of the ammunition and stores 
in general, and that all stores and provisions be carefully' preserved 
on such penalties and punishments on the offenders ns slmll be judged 
reasonable and as the crime maj' dcserv'O. It having been represented 
to the Honourable Company that the Commanders of their cruisers 
had nothing to live upon but their bare pay', they have out of their 
wonted compassion thought-proper to annul their former order that 
no manner of goods should be laden either on their own accounts or 
any other person's account on their cruisers when on a ciuisc, and 
have thought proper when occasions may- offer to load either their 
own goods or others when the vessels nra under cruising orders. They- 
have also indulged the commanders and officers to lade goods on board 
them, but with this absolute restriction that such goods shall neither 
lumber the vessel nor put her out of her sailing trim, and that a 
regular register book be kept on board cacb vessel of all goods laden and 
unladen from any of the Companj-'s cruisers, which book is to be signed 
by the first and second lieutenants and boatswain and to be delivered 
to the Superintendent on your arrival at Bomkiy, to be sent by the 
President and Council to the Honourable Company. Ihis order you are 
strictly to observe at your peril. You ere not on any account- what- 
soever to recewo any goc^ Iwlonging to any person or pereons on 
board any of the Honourable Comp.any's cruisers without having an 
order from the Superintendent for so doing. A regular account of 
those goods must be ’delwercd into his office before the cruiser sails out' 
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of tins port. Likewise an account of wliat goods you receive on 
board at any other ports, particularly the subordinates for which j'ou 
must have an order from the Chief or Chief and Factors which must 
be delivered on your arrival at Bombay with the report of your 
proceedings during 3'our absence. In every boat sent on shore 
from the vessel you command with the IJonourablo Company’s 
goods there must be a proper person to attend their delivery on 
landing. You w'ill bo deemed responsible for and obliged to make 
good any doficionc}'^ that may arise from pillaging or otherwise 
except unavoidable accidents. You arc to give convoy to no boat 
loaded with salt unless it can produce a certificate in the following 
words signed by the Custom Muster : Bombay Custom House 

August l766. ' This is to certify that this boat . . . . , nrhere- 

of this tindul , is loaded with salt and has paid the llonour- 

nblc Company’s duties. You must call npon the tindals of all 
merchant boats that ma5' at any time proceed under your convoy to 
])roduco their passes. And if anj' of these passes arc out of date or 
if the tindal should not be able to produce one, you are then to levy 
a fine of Its. 300 to be egunlly divided between 3’ou and the County, 
and likewise oblige the tindal to pay the Secretary's fee which is Bs. 4 
for every boat under one hundred khandis, and Bs. 8 for one exceeding 
that burthen, and Bs. 16 for one above two hundred khandis, besides 
Bo. 1 for the Gentu sirwan (escrivan). 

These instructions were accompanied by the following remarks 
from the Marine Superintendent to the cominandcrs in the Honoura- 
ble Compan3''’s marine force at Bomba3' : Herewith you will receive 
instructions signed by the Honourable Charles Crommelin Esquire, 
relative to 3'our conduct in general. It is notwithstonding thought 
necessary to give y'ou the following additional Jnstrnctioiis for your 
guidance during your command on board" any of the Honourable 
Company’s cruisers : Bofore 3’ou proceed on any cruise 5’ou are to 
station 3'our people in their quarters. And that you ma3' not be put 
in confusion by 003' sudden attempt, 3’’ou are to keep a strict watcli 
in all places, at anchor as well ns at sea, and to bo ulwa3’^s rcad3’" to 
engage an enemy. You are to exorcise 3'our people at their great 
guns and small arms twice in cver3'^ week when the weather "will 
permit. You are to examine on the first 603"^ of evor3' month the 
several expenses of the boatswain gunner and carpenter made uso 
of in the preceding month, and if 3'ou find them warrantable you 
arc to sign them in testimony’ of your approbation. Many fatal 
accidents nave befallen the Honourable Company’ by fire. Y ou are 
to sufibr no pitch or tar to bo heated on board, and strictly’ to 
prohibit all lights after eight o’clock at night except in your own 
or the lieutenant’s cabin, or what are einploy'od in the unavoidable 
service of the ship. , You are to keep in your custody’ the key’ of 
the powder room, and in y’our absonco the commanding officer on 
board. The gunner is to have the key only during his performing 
any’ service in the magazine by your direction. At all such times 
you arc to place a midshipman at the powder room scuttlo "with a 
sentry’ to his assistance. You arc directed at all times to adviso 
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inc or in iny iiIhoiico tlic nioetcr nttcndanl of Ihb condition of your 
vcssfl iind ’fiucli ollior advice ns may be safe and necessary to 
cotuinunicate. On your return from uny orui&u you arc imincdialcly 
to inform me or in my nbsonco my jissislant of your arrival giving k 
a rui)ort of all inntoriul occurrence during your paid ciuisc. Qlie '■ 
e.vpenBe of powder in the marine having been very great it is 
strictly recommended to you not to be too lavish of your fire, ■when 
you arc in pursuit and not to make use of gn-nt gims in signals, 
without necessity for so doing. You arc not to salute at any time 
on your going from or your returning to lioinbay, or to fire any 
guns on flays of rujoiciog or conijvany hoiag on board wilbout an 
order and the same is to he obscrvccl when you are at any of the 
subordinate settlemcntB. Yon arc not to sahilo any ships whatever 
except bis Mujosly’s without an order. And it you are saluted 
by any liuropoiins you ore to return gun for gun, but lo^ all 
oihors two guns less, and when you anelior in ports of foreign- 
ers in amity with the English und which arc garrisoned, you are 
to salute hut not cxceal nine guns, on Ijcing jrrevionsly assured you 
will have gun for gun returncil. You are not to punit-h publicly cr 
privately' a lieutenant, niuUhipmait, boiitswain, gunner, or carpcntcT 
without* a public cxnniinntion or court of enquiry consisting of the 
above ofticers and yonrtclf. And no yinnishmcnt inflicted by' the said 
court on such oflieors is to be corporal, nor to extend beyond suspension 
or confinoinent. All nets of dibolwdicnec or other snwll offences that 
shall bo committed by tbo iwtty ofllccvs, seamen, soldiers, and lascars, 
arc lobe punished bv a judgment of such a court. But no punishment 
for any offence shall exceed twenty’ stripes, with a lash of nine tails, at 
one lime, not to bo rcyxsited in less than three days. And all your 
proceedings of this nature arc to ho untcicd in your* journal. Y'ou arc 
strictly enjoined to prevent as much as possible the barbarous practice 
of beating, and ns fatal consequences may' sometimes attend such 
proceedings you are to give orders that no seamen or soldiers are to ^ 
struck except with a rattan and not even with a inttnn more than six 
blows for one fault. M^ith regard to the vessel's jirovisions and the 
military' people who arc from lime to time oidered on board os detach- 
ments the following directions arc to be stiictly complied with. Y'ou 
arc to take charge of all such provisions ns nio sent on board your 
vessel for the use of the peojilc belonging to it, and any extraordinary’ 
number by' way of detachment or otlinrwise that may' bo ordered rritb 
you, taking care the same be not wasted or damaged, j'ou being account- 
able for all such deficiencies unless caused by unavoidable accidents. You 
are to take care that all provisions indented for be received on board apd 
not left ashore, wiiliont giving notice at tlie marine office, and tlint 
the chits or orders for such provisions be rotunicd, that they may' be 
cancelled, otherwise it will bo a charge to y'our account. That the 
people belonging to your vessel be daily mustered and all necessary 
civeumstanccs entered in the books given you for (hat puiposo, such as 
men changed, discharged, runaway, left behind on going out upon a 
ciniise, sent into the hospital, or dead. Likewise eitcb as ,arc ordered 
fi-om yon on board any otlior vessel, or on shore upon any occasion 
minnling down the same opposite the men's names, and under the day 
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of the monlli wherein such alterations happen. The same method is 
also to ho'observod in case of entering or receiving men from any other 
vessel from the hospital or elsewhere, omitting no remarks that may be 
nscful or nocossaiy for the right adjusting 3'our accounts of ijrovisions, 
the expense of which j'ou arc to collect from your muster book, di’andug 
out an abstract of the number of people 3'ou had on boai-d the whole 
month, computing the quantity of each species of provisions expended 
from that month according to the Honourable Com2>any's allowance to 
the several sorts of people on board. This account together with your 
account of remains of provisions and 3’'our note to what time 3'ou arc 
victualled 3’'ou are to sign and send into the marine office at the end of 
evciy month if at Ibis port. But if at such time you happen to be 
out on a cruise 3'ou are to deliver in such accounts on your return, 
sending 3'onr muster books, with the said accounts, that the same may 
be examined. If an3' ho lent or sp-ared to any other vessel in company \vith 
3mu, 3’ou are to take a receipt for it, and enter such 2)rovisions in 3'our 
account of expense, sending in the said receipt as a voucher. It being 
thought necessary to keep an account of the detachment ordered on 
hoard apart, a hook h.as aceprdingl3’’ heen delivered you for that jiurpose. 
In it 3-011 are to enter their number, names, quality, da3'^ of coming on 
hoard and when sent on shore, or any other occurrence relating to 
them that is necessary for the better stating 5’our provision account. 
The expense of such detachments 3'ou are to draw out separate and 
deliver to mo for m3'’ apjwoval before 3-011 are to ho credited for the 
same. And ns mistakes ma3’’ arise through the neglect of stewards 
conceniing the w-oight of live cattle, when any are sent on Ijoard here, 
you arc to order your officers to see that such cattle when slaughtered 
be. justly weighed and entered down, which account weight of cattle 
is to ho signed and sent rvith 3'our monthly account expenses. Tliis 
3’ou are to observe n-ith such cattle as 3-on receive at Surat or any 
other of the Honourable Compaiy’s settlements j naming the place where 
3'ou received them, and n-ith respect to all other particulars received at 
au3' other subordinate settlements 3-011 are to bo as pai'ticular as possible 
and deliver an account of the same on 3-our arrival at this port. 
Before an3’’ iirovisions are returned notice must bo given thereof in the 
marine office tliat proper chits ma3- be given to 3-ou directed to the 
persons who arc to receive such provisions ; and that 3-011 order the 
steward to .ceo the same returned, and take a receipt from the person to 
whom the same is delivered. Tliis receipt to be lodgcd.in the office, 
that 3-0U ma3- lie credited in 3-our account for the same. Jf an 5’’ provi- 
sions should he rctiiiTicd and liappcn thcrcb3' to be spoiled or rendered 
unfit for use, the same will remain a charge to 3'onr account as if no 
such rctuni had been made. It sometimes will happen, notwithstand- 
ing our utmost care to prevent it, tliat part of 3-our proi-isions by the 
badness of weather or the length of a voyage comes to bo much 
damaged. In .such ease you and your oflicors arc to proceed to a 
survey of the same of which survey a report is to bo made in 
writing and to contain the following particulars : The time when 
and place w-licrc .such survey is made, the special sort of provisions 
damaged, the number or quantity, how long since first received, 
wlictlior damaged so as to bo unfit for use, and how the same came 
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to bo damaged. This 3'ou and j’our orRccrs arc to sign. On your 
arrival deliver it in as a certificate of the flame, and ^vithout such 
certificate no provi.sions said to be damaged or thrown overboard will 
bcnilowcd. The receipt of bags, dnppei-fl (f and jars at Surat is 
thought unnecessary and it i.s i'.Kpectcd that 3*our be.st endeavours 
will bo used to lessen nn3' expense of Ihatkind.^ If atari}* time any 
ensign or other coinimssioncrl ofiiccr of the inilitaiy should 1ms put 
on bonnl 3’our ship to command llic detachment he will have onfors 
from his Captain-Commandant frcqucntl}* to exercise all the soldiers. 

If 3’'ou find he neglects this service once n week when the weather 
is fair and occasion proper, yotr arc modestly to put him in mind of 
his duty but not use harsh measures to force him to a compliance 
reporting only on 3'our return to me nnj* orni.ssion of this sort 
that ho may bo guilty of. When nu}* soldier coinmils a fault, his 
punislimcnt must be ogreed upon_ by* 3'OU and the commissioned 
ofiicor of the inilitar}’, and not Inllictcd svitbout the officer’s consent, 
that tlicrob.v order and good liarmonj* nin}' be kept up between the 
marine and’ military people on board 3'our vessel. This is strongly 
recommended as absolutcl}’ nccassary for the good of the scmcc. 
On 3*our return from an}* cruise, yon arc to report to me or in m}* 
absence to the master attendant the condition of your vessel, what 
repairs she may want, and whether there i.s any nccc-ssit}' of 
bringing her on shore in order to new clean or pay* her bottom. 
While you continno in port, 3*011 are to keel and scrub once n 
week, but when out at sea as often ns the weather and opportimify 
will permit. That your muster books may be of more general 
use, 3’ou are not only to collect from them the expense of 3’our 
provisions, but also your abstract or account of wage’s due to the 
Ecvcral men belonging to 3*our vessel. To tlii.s end all people victual- 
led by you are to be paid their wages by your abstract commencing 
at the time of entry and ceasing at the time of disclinrgc. No 
person sent from on board 3*011 to nn}* othor va«.scl is to bo p.aid on 
your abstract for any longer time than he lias ncluall}* been on board 
or victualled by you. Also such persons as nro sent to the liospital 
are not to be on 3*our abstract, os there i.s nn hospital abstract kept 
separate and under that licod they will be paid for the time tho}* 
remain there. If they should be returned back to their respective 
vessel, their pay is to commenco again on your abstnict, or the 
abstract of such vessels or other place the}* eboll be ordered to, 
from the day 3*ou receive ond victual them. To prevent mistakes 
arising from men being ordered from one vessel to another, all 
commanders are to give notice to tlie man or men who arc so ordered 
to be discharged or are sent into the hospital signifying how many 
days or to w*hat time they have been mustered on board the vessel 
they are sent from, that the people belonging to the vessel or place 
to which tbey are to go may be informed from what time to 
commenco their muster of such persons. By this moans the charge 
of one or more men upon different vessels, or under different heads, for 
one and the flame day will bo avoided. It may happen when a vessel 
is ordered to sail that some of the people belonpng to her are on shore 
with the leave of the Commander or the busincsB of the ship, -and bv 
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tliese means are accidentally lett belnnd. Others there are who at such 
times do purposely abscond and hide themselves in such a manner that 
they are not discovered until several daj's after or perhaps not till the 
vessels return. In any of these cases yon are not to muster such people 
or continue them on "^e abstract any longer than the day your vessel 
sailed and left such people behind. Nor are they to be received on 
board again without an order, in which order it will signify whether 
you are to muster such persons and continue them on the abstract for 
pa3Tncnt of their wages from the day of your sailing and leaving them 
behind, or whether they are to be mulcted theii- wages and provisions 
for such time as the case and occasion of their being left behind shall 
appear to be upon examination. Whenever j'ou come to give in your 
abstract of wages or makeup j'our account-provisions, yon are always to 
bring ashore with j'ou your muster books that such an abstract or 
account may' be examined thereby. After which examination, provided 
no errors appear, paj'ment of your said abstract will be ordered, and 
your account of provisions passed as adiusted with office books. Yon 
are always to have officers on boairi when in poiti excejit when getting 
ready to clear for the sea. Thej’ are then all to attend duly without 
exception. Evoiy cruiser to keep a regular log book to be signed by 
the first or seeond lieutenant before they relieve each other at noon 
every day to be delivered in at the end of the cruising season or at the 
return from any voj'age. Every Commander is likewise to deliver in 
a journal regularly kept, with such remarks as he may make from 
time to time that may bo any way conducive to the sernce now or 
hereafter. No alterations are to be made in any of the cruisera in any 
manner whatever without orders for so doing. No stores of any kind 
are to be condemned without a regular survey. When so condemned 
they are to be returned into the proper stores from whence they were 
received except cables, cordage, and sails, and these must be returned to 
the master attendant in order that they may be converted to the use of 
the luggage boats in the bandar. The following instinctions were at the 
satne time issued by the Superintendent to the Lieutenants in the Honour- 
able Oompany^s Marine Service at Somhay : You being appointed by 
the Honourable Charles Crommclin Esquire to serve the Honourable 
Company on board any of then' ships in quality of a lieutenant you are to 
pay a strict ol^edience to the Commander under whom j'ou are appointed 
to serve. In instances whore you apprehend yourself injured you are 
, to represent the same to tlie President or Superintendent, and on no 
account presume to do youreelf justice on your superiors hy a personal 
'resentment. You are not to conceal from your Commander any mis- 
’’ demeanor or irregulai-ity that is to your knowledge committed on board, 
but acquaint him therewith as soon os you have an opportunity. You 
are to, keep a regular Sea Journal in wluch you are carefully to insert 
the bcaiings and distances of the land in sight, with the depths of 
water. Also an account of what vessels j>-ou discover together with 
your transactions in chase or engagements, and any other remarks you 
think may be of use. This you are to deliver if required to the Presi- 
dent or Superintendent. You are to keep a strict look-out during 
your watch that you may not at any time be suriirised by enemies or 
other dangers. Therefore you must keep the people on duty stirring 
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by night to prevent their Bleeping, but by no mcnnB to be guilty o£ 
that fault youreolf which will upon complaint Ire highly repented. You 
are, as much as in you lies, to prevent any damage to ilie Honourable 
Company’s ships or any waste of their stores on board, and l)e very 
careful to prevent any' accidents by lire. Y^ou are at all times when 
on command to execute y'our order with courage and fidelity', to 
’ behave with checricnlness and humanity' to y'our inferiors, and to 
endeavour in time of action to animate them by your good example.’ 

On perusing the above report with its accomp-auiments, at a Con- 
sultation of the 10th hlarch 1766 the Board observe : Bead the report 
from the Committee appointed to enquire into the state of the marine 
agreeable to the Honourable Company's commands. Ordered that 
copy thereof and of the several papers annexed, be transmitted to our 
Honouiable ilasters and that also they' follow this Consultation. Abo 
tliat in future the oflicera be composed only of the number the 
Committee recommend.- 

On the same subject next y’oar, 4)th April 1767, tlic Court write : 
The state of y'our marine wth the report of the committee of inquiry 
liave been perused witli attentiou. We have thought proper to order the 
several following regulations to he established for the better conducting 
this important branch to which due regard must be paid. It is 
expected the Commodore, Captains, and officers when on duty' do wear 
the Company’s uniform and ever behave themselves as gentlemen to 
do credit to the sciwice. The rank of the officera and share of prize 
money he ascertained when on scrncc u-ith his Majcsty'’s ships to 
prevent injury in tliis respect to indi\'iduals. Before any' jierson 
XGCcivos a Lieutenant’s commission he be examined as to his capacity 
as a seaman and good na^'ig^tor by' a committee of Commanders. And 
on his coming to the rank of a first lieutenant ho be examined again as a 
pilot for the Malabar Coast and the harbours in those sens, and to 1}C set 
aside if not qualified. For the better oncomagemeut of cap.ablc officera 
entering into the Company'^s marine and to enable them to support 
their characters in a decent and proper manner tlicir pay' is to Ix! 
augmented as will be spoko of hereafter. Here it may not ho amiss 
to remark that from the trade and sliipping of Bombay' being mnch 
increased and greater encouragement given to officers in the merchants’ 
employ than in the Company’s Ber\ice, few capable officera desire to 
engage in it but prefer the advantages of the merchants’ service caracd 
■vvdth much less danger and fatigue. Also some officers who have been 
disnussed the Company’s marine for misdcmeanoui's have met with 
Buoh encouragement in the merchants’ service that instead of looting 
on their dismissal as a punishment rather consider it as a fortunate 
event. To_ remedy this in future it is proposed that such officers 
. as are dismissed be not allowed to remain in India but are to bo sent to 
England. That the lieutenants be advised they are not entitled to ^ 
the captain’s table which they have claimed as their right. But that ' 
the captainB may he left to act therein os tlioy tliink proper, that^^ 
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claim being sometimes attended with very disagreeable circumstances 
which may subvert the order disoipline and subordination so 
necessary in all communities^ and to keep up a harmony and good 
^ underetanding in the ciniisers. That the lieutenants next to a command 
■should serve under tlie Conunodore as the proper channel for prefei- 
mont. That such volunteers as are sent out for the Marine sei-vice 
be not permitted to change into the military. That the present 
regulation of the galivats is very improper as their masters are taken 
from the class of boatswains and gurmers who oftentimes from want 
of education are unfit to command vessels carrjdng eight to ten guns 
and a company of between forty and fifty men haying often large 
convoys under their care. To obviate this inconvenience and for the 
advantage of the serTuce in general, as well as an encouragement to the 
lieutenants in particular, it is recommended tirat the command of galivats 
be given to lieutenants. That an officer called a master-at-arms is 
necessary on board, the capital cruisers, his duty being to discipline the 
seamen to small arms and to take care of the lights and to prevent 
disturbances in the ship. Such a stataon would he a comfortable pro- 
vision to a Serjeant who is rendered incapable of his duty in the iir- 
firntry, and to teach seamen to shoot at a butt for exertJising the artillery 
when their business null permit. The pay of the (jomnrandors of the 
capital ernrisers to continue at the present establishment of Rs.^ 80 a 
month and trvo servants, and the commanders of the other ships at 
Rs. 60 a month and one servant. No lieutenants are to rank below third 
lieutenants. The pay of the first lieutenants to bo augmented to Rs. 60 
a month and of the second and third to Rs. 40 each, each lieutenant being 
allowed a servant. Surgeons to have Rs. 60 a month and a servant ; 
and, as a farther cncorrragemcnt, they ar-e to be removed from the marine 
to the subordinate factones accoiding to theii’ seniority and as vacancies 
happen, and from thence to the Presidency. The boatswains' and 
OTnners' pay to be Rs. 24 and the midshipmen's Re. 16 a month, and 
me boatsM'ains' and gunners' mates each Rs. 12.^ 

In their letter of 18 th March 1768 the Court write; The emizer 
you inform us was building of five hundred tons burthen we suppose 
was absolutely necessary and consequently acquiesce in. At the same 
time we cannot agree with you tliat one of a larger burthen would be 
, for OUT- interest. "We suppose this new cruiser and the Dpfiance are 
built to carry twelve-pounders which we think is heavier mettle tlran 
any of our cruizers have occasion to make use of. Another objection 
is that the additional number of men required to answer the purpose 
intended will be too great for us ever to keep up, finding it very 
difficult even upon the present plan to procure seamen sufficient. As 
we wrote you foll 3 ’’ under the 26th March 1766 by Anson and Devon- 
shire on this subject we refer j'ou thereto.® 

On the 28th October 1769 a Consultation records: Read a letter 
wrote by order of a Bench of His Majesty's Justices representing the 
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necessity o£ regulating the wages of seafaring men who often demand 
most exorbitant wages and in open violation of the law combine 
together and refuse to serve without such demands being comph'ed 
with. After consideration it is agreed to regulate the wages of the' 
l^cars in the following manner, and to issue a publication requiring, 
the game to be stiictly adhered to. If any of them arc found hereafter 
to more, they -will bo fined or receive such corporal punishment as 
any two of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace may think proper to 
inflict: Helmsmen, Rs. 10 a month j topasses Rs. 6; lascars Rs, 5; 
and batta lasears Re. J a day.^ j 

On April 6th, 1770, with a view to reduce the marine force the Court 
•write : As peace is restoi'ed 'with Haidar Ali, and as, during the course 
of tiie war, his strength by sea has been much diminisbed, we direct 
that you do not keep up a larger naval force than is absolutely 
necessary for preserving that superiority and state of defence which 
must always bo maintained at Bombay. It is onr pleasure that you 
consult our Superintendent on this mattei-, and. that you proceed to 
adjust the marine establishment on the most frugal plan possible 
whicli may be consistent with the safety of onr possessions and the 
eSectnal protection of onr commerce in those parts, taking care at 
all times to conform to the instrnctions given you by our letters of "the 
18th March 1768 para 12, and of the 26th March 1766 para 11, 
respecting the size of ships to he at any time bnilt or employed at our 
Presidency of Bombay.® 

On the representation of the merchants regarding the exorhitaht 
wages demanded by seafaring people, the Marine Superintendent writes 
to Government on the 6th August 1771 ; The merchants Imvo often 
made representations to this Honourable Board of the exorbitant ■u'ages 
demanded by, and other impositions on the part of, the common sea- 
faring people belonging to this port. In consequence thereof several 
regulations have been published by Government, to rcstiain the helms- 
men, sirangs, lascars, and others belonging to this port from insisting 
on exorbitant wages. Yet the merchants nofrvithstanding are often 
obliged to submit to their impositions rather than suffer their vessels 
to remain in port to the great prejudice of trade. Prom the same cause 
the Honourable Company's cruisers are greatly distressed to make up 
their complement of men, and often go to sea ■with half their complement 
of lascars, though there are number's in the place. But this e^ril arises 
from sii'angs supporting and keeping • them, though they have no 
money, and gives them this influence over this class of people. I beg 
leave to offer the following regulations to your consideration asabieans 
to remove this great clog to trade, as well as to enable the Honourable 
Compmy's commanders of the cruizers to keep up their complements 
o£ natives for the stated pay allowed^ and also to secure that on any 
emergency men can be found immediately for any sudden service : 
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That an office be established under the direction of the Superintendent, in Chapter VIL 

which tlie names of aU helmsmen, topasses, sirangs, and lascors belonging to this — ^ 

port sliaU be enrolled with the place o£ their abode : also all helmsmen topasses Matinc. 

or lascors that shall be discharged &om or leave any ship in this port shall be Seamen’s 

t enrolled with the place of their abode and with whom they lodge. That a head Wages 

sirang bo appointed to look after and take cognizance of aU lascors and a native 1771, ‘ 


Christian be appointed to take cognizance of aU helmsmen and topasses. That 
all persons who shall entertain in their houses helmsmen or topasses or lasooro 
shall on their entertaining them give notice to the office of their names and what 
ship they last belonged to, and' their stations on board with a description of their 
persons and ages ; and, on their leaving such houses whether to go on board ship 
or otherwise, the person with whom sudi helmsmen topasses or lascors lodged, 
shaU within twelve hours give notice of the same to this office. That any person 
or persons refusing to comply with or neglecting the aforesaid regulations shall, 
for the drst offence, pay a fine of Rs. 25 and for the second offence pay a fine of 
Bs, 50, and be disabled from keeping any house of entertainment in future. That 
the head sirang and head Christian native shall give Hs. 1000 security for their 
carefully and diligently discharging tlie duties of weir offices. That every captain 
commander or owner of every sliip shall bring or cause to be brought idl people 
who sliaU be shipped here, whether Europeans, helmsmen, lascars, or topasses, to 
this office to have their names registered and make their personal appearance. 

Eor this each person shall pay Be. 1, half of this to be paid either to the head 
sirang for such lascars as ora shipped or to the head Chnstian native for every 
helmsman or topass and the other half to go towards defraying the necessaiy 
expenses of this office. That no Caphain or overseer shall pay mere tlian Bs. 12 
a month to a sirang of a ship, Rs. 10 to a first iindal of a ship ora sirang of a two- 
mast vessel, Bs. 8 to a second tindol of a ship or a first tindal of a two-mast vessel, 

Bs. 7^ to a n&kliuda or a second tindal of a two-mast vessel, Bs. 5 to a loscar, 

Bs. 10 to a helmsman, and Bs. 6 to a topass. That on proof and conviction of 
any more being paid, a fine of Rs. 500 shall be levied, ono-holf to go to the- 
informer and one-half to the register-office. That hatta lascars shaU have only 
' one-quarter of a rupee a day, and shoU have no provision ; their sirangs’ and tindals’ 
pay only as heforementioned. Tliat any helmsman, sirang, tindal, or loscar 
reqniring or demanding more pay than is fixed by these regulations, shall, on tho 
evidence of two witnesses, be fined one month’s pay and receive corporal punish- 
ment. 

If these regulations meet your approbation, I beg yon will recom.- 
' mend them to the Honourable the Court of Directors for their being 
established as a private law for this colony.^ 

On receipt of this letter from the Marine Superintendent, the 13th 
August 1771, the Board record ; In consequence of a letter from the 
Marine Superintendent respecting the pay and management of the 
sirangs helmsmen and lascars belonging to this place, it is resolved, as it 
appears for the benefit of the trade of this place, that the regulations 
proposed be carried into execution, and the Secretary is to issue a 
proclamation to give due notice of it.® 

On the 16th December 1771 the President communicated by letter to Marine Charges, 
the Board the following plan for the redaction of the marine charges ; mi. 

The charges of the marine on close of the books for 1770 surpass the 
amount of customs near a Idkhand a half of rupees and I fear from the 
late decline of trade that on close of those for 1771 the difference will he 
still greater. I now therefore lay before you a plan I have formed for 
a reduction in the expenses of the capital croisers galivats and boats, and 


1 Pub, Diary 58 o£ 1771, 780 - 7«3. 

> Pub. Diary 55 of 1771, 706. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1763 - 1788, 263. 
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cliargcs on morclmndiBC. The prcpcnlTnontW}* pay and provisionp, with 
promions lo the detachments, ntnoniils on a medmm to Hs. 2i,£00. 
Tho plan 1 propoFC to reduce it to, will not exceed Rs. 18,200 wLieh, 
inchidinp: Rs. 2190, the cxpcnFC of pafamarn and luggage Imts not 
inserted in tho abstract laid before tlie Board in the year 176G, ami 
nllovcingfortUe difference of pay and prOT-isions to274Rnropcansniote 
in the service, and the increase of .the liculcnanti; and their advanced ■ 
wages, will decrease the expense l«lo»v wliat it then was. Tlie real 
lessening of the present cliargcs will l>o Hs. 0000 n. month in the pay 
and provisions. And as I pro])ose that the JltsoUiiion or JJomhay gnln 
Jixpedilion ketch, Triuvij)h prahm, and four galirats should la 
laid up, the expense of •their wear and tear will also be saved. 1 
have calculated for the Rceolution licing continued in _ commisd™. 
But when the gtah is repaired, the JtcsoJtttion may 1» laid np or sold 
and the difference of their sailing cliargcs being Rs. 1000 a month, tie 
expense wilt Ixs eo much less. It is iiiy opinion that it wonld be better 
to sell ber os she is by no means calculated for a ship of war not liciag 
able to carry or fight her lower deck guns. In considemtion of the 
additional number of Kuropcau seamen that this altcnitinn will occasion 
on hoard the respective x’csscls, you will !« plc.a.ccd to observe it is my 
intention tliat tho dctachnicnts in future slmll lie formed of topa.sEC3 
which alone will c-ansc a con<<idcrabIc difference in the expense of provi- 
sions. Tho cliargcs of the galivat employed to and from Butcher's 
Island ought to be defrayed by tlie nulitmy jiaymnster under the head 
of garrison charges.* 

Touching tho above proposals on Oio 18th Doccmljcr 1771 tlie Board 
record ; The President laid before the Board a letter proposing a 
reduction in the establishment and expense of the marine and enclosing 
a statement of it agrccahlc to his proposal. After consideration it is 
ordered that our Ilonoumblc Employers be adrised thereof in our 
address per Dutton, and that the marine nipcrintcndent lie furnished 
with a copy of it for his opinion on that snbjcct till when tho consider- 
ation of it is deferred.® 


Two months later, tlie 18th Fcbniary 1772, Mr. Watson tho IMariiu 
Suporintendent, writes ; Tho rednetion of the nuirine is an ohiccl I have 
ever lind in view, but as will fully appear by the accounts of tho diffcrenl 
services transmitted home by every ship, the troubles in Persi.a, the scmc£ 
at Balambangan, and the different expeditions have lii(hei-to caused ful' 
cmploymontfor allour vessels. Nay, such have- been tho cxigenciV 
of the service that private vessels W been nocc.-^sarilr frcigldcd’ tc 
^nyiton. After the Cooler { Koli) and Broach expeditions wore ovm 
I did propose to tlie Hononrablo tho President a reduction of tho marine 
In parhcular, as soon ns our cruizcrs were rehmicd from the different 
smvices on wluch they were employed, I proposed to lay np the Sh- 
t,o» and sudi other vessels as were not immediately ncccLiry for the 
protection of our trade or to awe tlio Mardthds who L-c latXicmnscd 

thoir marine very considerably, and by their many and repeated 


* riilj. Diary 69 of 1771, lolO- 1312. 


= Diary 50 of 1T73, WDa. 
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show how nccessaiy it is to keep a wateliful eye upon them to prevent 
their putting a total stop to our trade on every trifling occasion and 
other^vise annojung our settlements. I have carefiiUy examined the 
plan laid before you by the Honourable the President which I cannot 
approve, andliave now the honour to lay before you one for that pm-pose 
which differs in many respects from the Governor’s as appears by the 
statement tliat accompanies this and will be sufficient to give the neces- 
sary convoys both to the northward and to the southward and to cruize 
off the port. The proposed force consists of two capital eruizers, three 
second rates, eight galivats, and a pilot vessel with two cutters for 
ad\nce boats to be fitted out whenever ^vantcd. The disposition, 
namely one capital cruizer, one second rate, and tivo ^livats to give 
convoy to and from the Malabdr Coast ; one capital cruizer, one second 
rate, and two galivats to give convoy to carry tlie Honourable the Com- 
pany’s goods to and from Surat ; two galivats to give convoy te the 
salt trade j one galivat at Tellicherry ; one second rato and three galivats 
to cruize off the port and give convoy to vessels onWard bound to go to 
Scindy and sn<^ lika aecvtcas. Tbs TrCumpk ptsjhm to reeatve tha 
seamen from the northward. To the Revenge I have allowed a greater 
number of men in propoition to her force than to tlie others, as she is 
the Commodore ship and should be able on all occasioijs to succour otoer 
vessels either in fight or otherwise without being ^stressed, and it is 
expected tliat on all occasions his vessel should act with superior vigour, 
I have kept the Expedition in preference to the JDrahe as she has that 
essential good quality as a cruizer of being a prime sailer, and have left 
out the two bomb ketches to bo laid up for future service as I Ihink 
galivats would answer better to cruize and would b® less expensive in 
wear. I have also increased the number of Em’opeanein the galivats and 
lessened the number of lascars in proportion to the guns they carry. 
The whole is regulated in the same manner in proportion to the number 
of guns and the weight of metal. As the Coolies (that is the Sangars) 
are not so numerous as formerly, I would propose three small galivats of 
the same establishment as the l''Z?/ for the Surat station in place of tlie 
Boneta, Otter, and C?rc?//<o«7i<Z which will make a ditforence of Us. 3647 
annually besides the difference in the expense of their apparel. I must 
also beg leave to differ in sentiments from tlie President of sending 
topasscs on detachments on board the eruizers as they are in geneml 
poor feeble men unable to beai- arms. If Coffrees (negroes from Zanzi- 
bar) could be got, who in general are stout ablebodicd men, tiiey would 
bo far preferable to any topasses I have seen or sepoys either Moor- 
men or Phards more particularly for the larger eruizers and to be 
formed in a battalion or independent companies as they would then be 
inured to the sea, learn the common ship's duty, And be accustomed 
to the manner of living on board ship and provide accordingly, and be 
able to render effectual service when necessary, when raw unexperienced 

men "would from sea-sickness and "want of knowledge almost useless. 
The Resolution may either be sold or let out to freight or laid up as 
may appear most for "the Honourable Company’s advantage. If fut^e 
circumstances can admit of any further diminution in this expensive 
branch 1 shall with pleasure embrace the opportnuity of layiug it 
before you as it over has been my study to do the^ most effectual service 
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for my Ilonournbte Emploj'crs* interest at the Ic-ist exponee, at the 
same time ba^’ing duo regard to tlio protection o£ trade and the neces- 
sary superiority they indispensably mnst maintain in tlicso seas,^ 

Tondiing tlic above propop.ils on tlic 18th Fcbmary 1772 the Board 
resolve ; The Snperintenaent laid before tlic Board a letter giving 
his sentiments of the President’s proposal for the reduction of the 
marine and enclosing one of his own for tliat purpose. Ordered 
that this letter and statement of the marine Ixs entered at the foot of 
till's Consultation and tliat they ho sent round together wth the Presi- 
dent's for llio consideration of each member after which we sliall fake 
the necessary resolutions on it.® 

Two months later, the 23th April 1772, tlio President lays before the 
Bo.ard a modification of his former proposals. On the 23ra April 1772 
ho writes ! In my former proposal for the cstahlishmcnt of tho^ marine 
I calculated tor the expense of the Jtesolitiion, the gmb not being then 
repaired j hut remarked when she was tliat tho JteMlnfion might be 
laid np or sold, llic difference in the pay and pro\nsions between the 
two, agreeable to my plan for manning tlio JUsohtlfon and my plan for 
matming the grab, is fes. 20,000 a year exclusive of the wear and teat. 
The gmb is tlicreforc greatly to be preferred, but I do not see any neces- 
sity for incro.asing tho number of vessels I proposed or changing tliem 
for others, except tlie six galivats for the Sumt station for which 1 did 
not prowdo in my plan. Tlio Chief and Pnetors having desired the 
Viper may he recalled the galivat being esteemed sulllcicnt for their 
convoys rendei-s her continuance unnecessary. . ITic numkir of Europeans 
actually belonging to tho cmfaors that sailed from the island, alone 
occasioned the expense of tlio vessels I proposed to approadi so near to 
that of the number proposed by Mr. Watson who lias divided them 
between this and tlie Sumt fleet. I concur in every part of Mr. Watson’s 
proposal for manning tho fleet except the Bomhaif grab, but as slio only 
carries two guns less than tlio Revenge, I tliink tlic number of Imn^ 
should bo proportioned for tho reason Mr. Watson gives tliat of bring 
able to assist other vessels under their convoy tliat may bo in distress. 
As it is they seldom go in company, one of them with a smaller vessel 
liaviug always been esteemed a good and sufficient convoy. I now lay 
hotore you another calcnlnto of the expense of the vessels I propose to 
keep on tho establishment (including the six galivats for Surat and the 
yacht) manned agreeable to Mr. Watson’s plan, exclusive of the wear 
and tear of five vessels more in his plan than mine. The Easpedition 
it is certain, goes well, but she is weak and sails .at as much COTcnso as 
the Drake, and the Terrible bomb will answer as well and E.ails at no 
more expense l^han the Success. Tho Faneg bomb toII be of great 
sei-vico at Tellicherry m gidng convoy to their trade to and from Onor 
Mangalor, md other ports and save tlio heavy expense of armed 
machvas. The Bangor, Wolf, and Fly galivats being the worst mav 
^Imd up or sold The new galley not Ixsmg needed nred not bo begun 
We have no more enemies to encounter than we had in 1757 when 


> Pub. Diary 60 of 1772, 187 • 100. 


* Pub. Diary 60 of 177fi, 1G7 - 168. 
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Eixteon crtiizers answorccl evcrj' piirpose. The plan I now lay before 
you, allows for 21, Mr. Watson proposes 26. I am of opinion they may 
be still farther reduced. , The commodore and seven captains, one of 
w’liom to command on the Surat station, are sufficient. The Spi/ cutter, 
Euphrates sloop, the Brigo and galivats ought to be commanded by the 
eldest lieutenants according to their rank.^ 

At a Consultation, the 28th April 1772, after reading the above letter 
with the modified proposals from the President, the Honourable W. 
Hornby, the Board agreed to defer the consideration of it, but resolved, 
as soon as the season airived for laying up the cruisors, to reduce the 
marine as much as possible.^ 

On considering the different proposals regarding the marine diarges 
and reductions, at a Consultation of the Sth July 1772 the Board came 
to tlio following resolution : The President and Mr. Watson having 
at different times laid before us 'their sentiments on the number of 
vessels necessary to form a proper marine establishment for the services 
of this Presidency and for the Surat station, as entered under the 18tb 
December 1771 and the 18th February and 28th April 1772, and as the 
present season is the most proper for making such reductions herein as may 
appear necessary, the question is accordingly now taken into considera- 
tion and after lieing maturely debated the follomng resolutions are passed 
hereon : The ship Besoluiion being an improper vessel for tire service 
for wliicli she w.i-: intended must lie put out of commission immediately 
on her return from Madras, and, at the opening of the season, we shall 
endeavour to dispose of her by public outcry. Q'ho follomng vessels 
are to be continued as the marine establishment for tliis Presidency 
for the convoy to Basra and for Balambangan wlricli the Superinten- 
dent conenrs with us in thinking sufficient, namely two capital 
cniizers the Bevenge and Bombay grab, three second-rate emizers 
being the Eaglo snow, the Sueeesn ketch, and the Drake snow or 
Expedition ketch whichever on their return from the Persian Gulf 
be on survey esteemed most proper, six galivats, two cutters being 
the Spy and a new cutter lately laundied, eight patamar boats, nine 
luggage boats, three water boats and the yacht, one galivat for Sind, 
and the two schooners on the galivat establishment for Basra. The 
Fancy bomb for the Tellicherry station, and for the Surat station the 
Terrible bomb as proposed by Sir. Watson with five galivats. Tho 
Superintendent is directed to lay before us n report of the galivats 
which are most proper to be continued and a plan of the cstablislunent 
now resolved on accompanied by an estimate of the expense which will 
annually attend it and a list of tlie vessels hereby put out of commis- 
sion when we shall determine on wlrat shall be done wuth them.^ 


Chapter VII> 

Marine. 

Marine Charges, 
1772. 


On tho 14th July 1772 the Superintendent writes; In obedience 
to 3'our comnoands of tlie Sth instant, I now lay before j^ou tho state 
of the reformed marine establishment the whole amount of which for 


> Pub. Diary Cl of 1772, 481 -483. 

^ Bom. Got. Consultation 2Sth April 1772. Pub. Diiiry Cl of 1772, 474. 

’ Botfi, Got. Consultation 8tb July 1772, Pub. Dinry Cl of 1772, (139 • 040.- 
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pa 3 ' and proviMons is Rs. l,99,2‘i5J. But I presume tlic SccrcLirv 
erred in omitting the Triumph ptnhm as I tliouglit it was the pcueo o*f 
the Board tliat she should Iw kept. Her annual charges o£ pay and 
pro^•iE^o^s is He. 1711-1-7C. Tlie Patamar boats liave hitherto 
c.arricd a number o£ men tliat tlicy might be enabled to row, Tliis I 
am well eonWnced is an unnecessary' expenre, being well informed tliey 
never uso tJicir oars unless in coming in or leaving a port, I have there- 
fore taken the liberty to reduce the number of iieople ten lacwirs in 
each boat in tliis present cstablithnient which, I hojie, will meet witli 
your concurrence. The following statement shows the marine chaigcs 
Anally resolved upon at the Consultation of the 8th July' ; 
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Amountln;? to Hs, I9|912 dcductcti from the aUovOp loa\ o tlio mnriuo flo. 3,8J,1S0L 
^*4rfa2'rfy/i}/i<*/>f s^hccifnya : 1 Commodore* t First Xslcutcnnnt, S Hccond £*Icntcnants, 2 Thlrrl Lieute- 
nants. JJon^jr Crab ; 1 Ct^taln* 1 First Lieutenant, 8 Second Ltcub*nams, ITIilnl Lieutenant, 

Snow s 1 Captain* 1 Second 1>Icutonant, 2 Third Lieutenants, /.ypetfiffon : 1 Captain* 1 Second Lieute- 
nant* 8 Thlra Lieutenant*. Sueeos t 1 Captain, 1 Second Lieutenant, i Tlilnl Lieutenant. '7'errt6fe, 
1 Captain. 1 Second Lieutenant; 17 Lieutenants for Ut" OalUat** List of Omceni In rniploj : 
1 Commodore and GCaptalU'i* 3 First Lieutenants, 83 Second Lieutenants, 8 Third Lieutenant*. 
Supernumerary : 6 Captains/ 1 Fir^t Lieutenant, 0 fSccond Lieutenants, 19 Thlrrl Ll'^nteiirmts. 
>c«fSLi3 to 1>Q reduced In tho linn. Comptny's Marine * JUfotution. or J^TjteJttion, Vtper, 

* J2a?i7**r, JTo^, and Of/ei*. Pub. Diary 01 of 1772, CM -709. 

Of the 14 Cnropcans for the Surat Tfreih> In the above statement, 1 to Ire Captain at fCs. CO 
1 Llcntcnant at Us, 40, 8 VoUiiitecrs at lie. 10, 1 Gunner ut U-'. 10, and o bvainen at 

3i lOOff— 32 
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At a ConBullation^ tlic 1411i July 177S, nClcr rcadiiipf tlio aliovc 
letter vatu its accompaniments tLo Ifcarcl observe : As the Superinten- 
dent represents it is nccesMiiy that the Triumph pmhm should lie kept 
on float for tlio reception of seamen from the hospiUil, it is ther(^orc 
now agreed to ; but it was no mistake in the Sccretan' as the Superin- 
tendent Biipposes, for we liad not before resolved to keep her for this 
Eor\'ico. Wo approve the reduction ho proposes in the numljcr of 
people to bo omploj'cd on tlic ptUamar Imts and direct that it lie done 
immediately, 'llio vMscls which nre now in port and are out of com- 
mission must bo laid up till the opening of tlie season when they uiil 
bo put np at public ontery and sold if proper prices can be procured for 
them by which lime wo hope tlio remaining vessels mil Iw returned 
that they m.ay* be tried at the same timc.‘ 

A Consultation^ the dth May 1773, records : Basolved in order to 
prevent complaints of a similar nature in fulnrc, which we fear irill 
otherwise be too frequent, that no ofllccrin command of ngalivat or such 
like small vessel sliall in future lie |>crmilicd to accept of any money 
or other consideration wliatcvcr from tlie owner or ndkhuddH of any 
boats or vessels that proceed under their convoy, let them lielong to 
whomsoever they nwy, under pain of immediate dismission from the 
Honourable Company's scrrice." 


Bccarding convoy money the diary of the Gtb Decemlwr 1774 
records s By our Resolution of the 4th May 1773 it wa.s ordered tint 
no lieutenant in command of any vessel in tlio marine should Iw per- 
mitted to collect any convoy money. This was intended to put a stop 
to that n-vidity of gain which appeared amongst the marine lieutenants 
who had actually in several instances sacrificwl the public scnicc to 
their omi emoluments. But as wo have reason to conclude that it will 
bo attended with benefit to trade and advnnt.agc to the service to settle 
this matter upon another footing, tlic follomng regulation.": arc c.stnh- 
lishcd to be in force from licnccforn’ard and rc-spccting the rates to be' 
paid and money so collected for convoys : Tliat the captains of the 
several cruisers proceeding either to and from Snrat or to tlio south-< 
>vard of tliis port slmll, as liitlicrto practised, be entitled to the money i 
collected from all boats or vessels proceeding under their convoy pro- 
vided they do not collect more than the undermentioned c.st.abILshed 
rates: Tliat the money collected for convoy by all lieutenants in com- 
mand of galivats or other vessels, whether belonging to tin’s establish- 
ment or SSurat, proceeding to Surat, must bo paid to the pureer marine 
there jmm^iatcly after their arrival. He must remit the amount at 
tliedosc of each season to the Superintendent here iritli the accounts of 
it Tliat the money coUccted by lieiiteiwnts in command of galivate or 
other vessels, whether Iw onging to this or to the Surat establishment 
prooeedragirom Surat hither, must bo paid immediately after their 
arrival to tiio Supenntondeut. Tlmt the convoy money ‘Z collcetcd S 
divide^t the close of the season by the Superintendent between the 
Commodore and the several captains in the marine, the Commodore to 


> Pnl>. Dinr; 01 of 1772, 678. 


’ roll, Oiarjr 03 of 1773, 3C9, 
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receive two shares and all the captains one share each. That all con- 
voy money collected by lieutenants in command of galivats or other 
vessels proceeding from hence to the southward or on their roturn ho 
paid to the Superintendent immediately after their arrival here. He is 
on the close of each season to divide the same in equal sharcs without 
regard to rank hcLwccn the lieutenants in the marine belonging to the 
Bombay station who h.avc been in command of galivats during the 
season or in proportion for the time they have been in command, unless 
they shall have been displaced for any improper Ix^liavioiir in which ease 
they are to receive no proportion whatever. That all convoy money 
colleetcd by lieutenants in command of galivats or other small vessels 
proceeding to the northward of Surat liar and returning to the bar 
from tlic northw^ard shall he esteemed the property of the captain com- 
manding on that station and shall be paid liim accordingly. 'Hint the 
undermentioned rates established for convoy in the year 1767 shall 
never on any prctonco he cscccdcd and any ofliccr that may be convict- 
ed of exacting more than allowed by those mtes or who sliall conceal any 
part of what he may nctnall}' have collected, shall be punished ns guilty 
of breach of orders by absolute dismission from the service of the 
Honourable Company, 'riicsc rates arc : 

Voyage. V«-Iicl. m. 

{ A tops.ail vessel or Natela ... ... 12i 

A diibar between 200 and 300 Ihandis ... lo| 

Do. from 100 to 200 do. ... 

Do. of 100 or under do. 

f A lop-wil vessel or baiela ... 

Prom ’Sumt to I A between 200 and 300 /7inneli«... 7J 

Cambay. 1 Do. from 100 to 200 do. ... cf 

1. Do. of 100 or under do. ... 



For all boats or topsail baMds proceeding to the southw.'ird convoy 
money may be collected agrccablo to the foregoing rates between 
Bombay and Surat and not more, and for all boats or topsail haloids 
returning from the southward convoy money maj' be collected after the 
rate of one-quarter of a rupee for every kdandi agrccablo to the number 
of khandis spccincd in their pass. No convoy nmy be afforded to any 
boats or vessels on any prcloncc without they arc furnished with English 
passes and colours.* 

At a Consultation on the 2nd July 1777 the Bo.ard resolve nnd 
order that it he cslahlishcd from henceforward ns a rule in the marine 
and signified to every ofliccr therein tluit the master attcnd.ant is to he 
considered nnd respected by them ns the second ofllcor in tho nvirinc and 
next in lino to tho Superiutendeni.*’ 


A Consultation of Slst December 1777 records; Tho President 
acquaints ns ilint ho has settled with the Commodoro respecting tho 
allow'anco for himself and the captains of the squadron upon the same 
footing as at Bengal with which ho is perfectly satisfied. 'J’lieso 
allowances are : For tho Commodore, a house and forty shillings n 
day ; each captain, a house and two hundred rupees a month. Addi- 
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tional allowances ; TIhj Commotloro, Es. 350 a montli ; tlic Secretary 
Rs. 100 a montli j each canlaln Rs. 60 a monlli.* 

At a Consnltntion on the IStli October 1779 thcRoard resolved that 
proper bsinltsauls (rooms) 1)C built on Butcher’s Island for the Tccoption 
o£ the seamen belonging to the cruisers, during lhcraia<!. These will 
much contribute to their health and prevent the desertion experienced 
last mins avlrilc Ilis Majesty's ships were at this port. Tor this purpo-'c 
the proper orders will lie issued and also for llic enlarging the present 
reservoir of water there." 

A CousnlUilfon of the 25th January 1780 records : An estimate 
of the expense of building a lianhsaul on Butcher’s Island for the 
accommodation of the seamen during the mins is now laid IxJorc us 
according to order of the Ibth (13lh) October la,st amounting to 
Rs. 39,835-1-bO exclusive of pro\ision.s to the workmen. Ordered that 
the work 1)0 oxeculcd aceoitlingly agreeable to our said resolution.’ 

A Consultation of llic 6th December 1780 recoi-ds j A ccrtiiieato must 
1)0 transmitted to the treasurer in Biigland for the amount of the 
money received into the treasury on ncconnl of fiuVcrii)tionB for the 
maritime school with a list of the snbscritjoiv, and ,il must, ho recom- 
mended to llio Ilonourahlc Company to make good the amount thcrc- 
ol* 

On the 19tU March 1773 the Court write ; We liavo dclonnincd not 
to consent for llio present to any nmriuo house lieing built.’ 

On the l7th April 1778 the Court write : Tlio ships Morsf, Oolc- 
brooke, Royal Tlenry, and Royal Admiral, since wo closed our 
despatches of the l!)th ultimo, having been unoximctcdly detained on 
account of tbo situation of ]>ublio affairs, affords us an opportnnity of 
acquainting you tliat wo have resolved after mature consideration that 
the office of superiutendent of the marine at your Presidency shall not 
bo continued,® ' 

The same j'car, 23td December 1778, the Court write : It is now 
our oi'dcr and wo hereby direct that immediately upon the rcccijit of 
this letter a Do<ard of Marine 1)C formed at Bommy and that the said 
Board do consist of the following pci-sons : Tlic President and such 
memhers of the Conncil for the time being as shall 1)0 resident upon 
the island of Bombay, in wliieli the marine p.aj7nasler will of course bo 
included j (alsol the master attendant, the commodore, and tho marine 
storekeeper. Tliat tho said Board of Marino do meet once in cvoiy 
week at least and oftonor if nocoss.ary for the dis2)osal of business. That 
lio momhor of tho Board of Maiinc nor any person employed in the 
marine office, except tho Secretary and his assistants, be allowed any 


’2 of 1777, G12. Comp, of Standing. Ord. Vol, 2 of 

lioU * 1 7 oO| uo* 

I S"?' standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759 - 1788, 58. 

>Pnli:Dmnr77ntl7319. * Pub. Mirny 77 of 1780, D39. 

WHi Mtircli 1778 para Cl, Pnb.l)ep, Ouiipfs I,clfcrs Vol. 10 of 
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« Court to Bomb,a.v 17tli Apl. 1778, 1’lib. Tlrp. Court's L. Vol, 10 of 1778 • 1762, 02. 
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nddiiional salaiy or cmolumoiib on that account. That the Secretary 
to the Slarinc lioard ho (one) o£ our covenanted aervants and that ho Ijc 
allowed a yearly salar}* ctpial to .-Cl 00 sterling. That the assistant 
secretary in the marine olllcc bo .allowed a monthly gralnil^'- o£ lls. 3'J-, 
being tlio allow.ance made to the assistant to the late superintendent of 
marine during the existence o£ that olllcc. That each o£ the mcmlxirs 
of the Doard do in his turn ofliciate ns anditor o£ marine accounts 
and comptroller of the marine oniee,lJCginning with the junior member 
who shall ofliciate the firat week or the lirst month as the Board shall 
agree, and proceeding regularly to the senior member of the Board, 
the Bresident and ^larine I’aymastcr excepted. That in ca'c of an 
attack on the island of Bombaj* as the olllcc of su])crititcndcnt is abol- 
ished the master altend.ant bo added to the committee of defence. In 
case of the death or renroval or coming away of the master attendant, 
it is our order that tho "commodore for the time l>cing succeed provi- 
bion.ally to the ofliec of master attendant and hold the same until our 
further pleasure thereiu shall bo known.* 

Accordingly the Bomlw}' Government at a Consultation of the IGth 
.Tune 1780 resolved that a Board of Marine 1)C forthwith formed for 
transacling the hnsinoss of the Marine Department and that the 
regulations contained in the ConrBs letter of 28rd Dccemlair 1778 do 
take place from (lie Isl of next month (.Tulj* 1780) .and the (Marine) 
Board meet a.s soon after that day as may l)c jiudged convenient. 
Government ordered also that copies of the regulations cstahli^hcd by 
the 1 1 onoumhle Comiiany ho delivered to cacli member of the Boanl 
of Marino. A Secrclary nnd assistants will !« aj>j>ointcd on the meeting 
of the Board of Jtarinc. Govcrnincnt further add ; "We observe the 
llononralilc Company in the 01st paragmph of their commands have 
e.\ecplcd the rrosideut, and Marine l’a 3 'maslcr from olliciating as 
auditor and romplrollor. AVc will suppose that the President is excused 
from thc.'c offices on account of themanj’ other avocations of In's station, 
.and the auditor and comptroller Wing himself under the control of the 
President. But on whatever iirinciplcs they have cxcejilcd tho 
iSfarinc I’nymastcr, we arc decidedly* of opinion that it is criiiallj* jiroper 
the Master Attendant, Commodore, and IMarine Slorckce])cr should bo 
exempted from noting in those capacities which it is p^c^umwl the 
Coiiijianj' have ovcrlool'od in their armngcmcnls, and it is tliorvforo 
unanimously’ resolved llmt the JInster Atlciulant Commodore nnd 
Marine Storekeeper Ixs excmplctl from serving in turn with the other 
momlxirs ns auditors and comptrol]cr.s nnd that only the Mcml>crs of 
Council nith the except ions made by’ the Company do olficialc in tlio«e 
olliccs. It is also ordered that tho nccc<-«ary’ cxlrac.ls from the.sc roguia- 
tions bo sent to the suborditmlcs witli directions for tbeir being duly’ 
observed.® 

At a Consultnlion of the 5tli July the Board remark : We bad inlcml- 
cd this day to h.avc opened the Marine Board agreeable to onr rcsolu- 


' Com t’B T.cU( M Vol. in or 177.5- UC- 10.1, 110, 117. I'm the 
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tion of the 16th ultimo (June). But as vie afterwards determined to 
defer the decision on Mr. Hasell's conduct till the arrival of the Prim 
which may be soon expected and we shall then either by appointii^ 
Mr. Haseil to his office (of marine storekeeper) or some other peisw 
in his room be able to put this department upon the footing directel 
by the Company and to form a complete Board, it is now resolved to 
defer meeting as a Board of Marine till %ve have decided with respect 
to Mr. Hash's case. In the meantime the hninness of the manie 
will be carried on agreeable to the Company’s regulations under 
inspection of the Governor who will sign all indents and issue 
necessary orders.^ 

On the 27th May 1781 the Bombay Government write to the Conrt: 
We have from time to time explained in our dia^ the causes whidi i 
have prevented our forming a Board of Marine. Since Mr. Coggan has 
taken charge of his office of marine storekeeper it .bos been a season of 
too much business to permit us to enter upon a new institution with the 
requisite attention. In other respects the business of the i^ne has 
been conducted according to the late lugulations under the immehate 
inspection of the Bresident, with this dmemnee in point of form that 
the accounts instead of coming before us in the capacity of a Board oi 
Marine are as formerly snbject to the control of the Committes ol 
Accounts and ore finauy aumted by us as President and CouncO.^ 

On the loth Pebruary 1784 they farther write : At our first 
meeting in Council after Mr. Hornhjrs departure, the President (tho 
Honourable Bawson Hart Boddam) acquainted us that his other more 
necessary avocations would prevent his attending to the interior part 
of the business in the Marine Department so attentively as he coidd 
wish. He therefore desired that it might be conducted by the Marine 
Paymaster in the same manner as it was previous to the recript of your 
orders ^ted 23rd Deoember 1778, the assistant, late in the office 
of superintendent, bat who since the abolition of that post has been 
placed under the Master Attendant, was directed to obey the pay- 
master’s orders.. This will occarion no alteration whatever in the 
mode of conducting the business of the marine or any additional 
expense to you, and all orders will in future be issued through the 
paymaster as was heretofore usual.^ 

On the 18th March 1786 the Court write ; The reasons which 
you offered daring the war that the ships belonging to His 'Majesty’s 
squadron so fully engrossed the marine yard that you could not then 
carry into execution our orders and regulations of December 1778 for 
foiming a Marine Board, can no longer exist, now that peace is restored. 
Nor can the excuses offered in your letter of the 10th Pehruary 1784- 
o£ the many more necessary avocations in which our President is 
engaged be admitted for further postponing this essential busineBs. 
Id our opinion the Begulations bid fair to produce the most Iwnpflmol 


> Pab. Diaty 77 of 1780, 293 - 294. 
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consequences to the Company as ■well ns to those merchants who 
may build or repair their ships at Bombay. They have been dra^vn up 
with all the care and .attention due to so salutary a measure. And wc 
are determined our orders sliall in this respect bo obeyed. You are 
therefore to consider it as our positive command, to which we will not 
n^it any further evasion or excuse, that immediately upon receipt 
of this letter you do form the Marine Board and comidy wth the several 
orders and instructions respecting' the same as directed in our letter o£ 
the 23rd December 1773.^ 

A Consultation of the 19th August 1785 records : Government 
proceed to talce into consideration the Honourablo Company's 
commands of the 18th March last (1785) rehativc to tlic appointment 
of a Marine Board w'hcn the following resolutions are taken ; That 
the members who arc to compose the Board of Marine be summoned to 
meet us on Thursday, the Ist of September next, for conducting the 
business agreeable to the Company's orders. That Mr. llobcrt Kitson, 
senior mcrcliant, bo appointed Secretary to the said Board rvith a 
yearly salary of £100 ; that Mr. Frederick Ecoves bo appointed assist- 
ant secretary to the Board of Marine with .a monthly allow.ance of 
Rs. S'!) and removed from tlie accountant’s oflico. That the command- 
ers of the Oompanj''6 emizers when despatched on disfont seiancos or 
to the Fcttlemonts subordinate to this Presidency shall receive their 
orders from us os heretofore customary. But the detail of marine 
affairs in this part is to be managed by the Comptroller of the Marine 
Board agreeable to the instructions contained in the C2nd paragraph 
of the Honourable Company’s regulations in their letter of 28 rd 
December 1778.® 

A Consultation of the 2nd October 1786 records : Having resolved 
at our meeting of tho loth of August last to take into consideration 
the mode of conducting the business of the marine in future, this buIj- 
jeet is now resumed. After an attentive perusal of the Ilonoumblc 
Company's orders of the 2l6t September 1785, respecting the depart- 
ments for conducting the public business of this Presidency, it is 
resolved that from this day all business relative to the marine shall be 
conducted by this Board in tho Public Department ; and that the 
Board of Marine as established under the 19th of August 1785 shall 
he abolished of which the mcmiMrs constituting that Board arc to Ix! 
acquainted. And that it ho signified to tho Marino Paymaster, Itfarinc 
•Storekeeper, and minster Attendant that tho business of their respec- 
tive ofHcas is to bo carried on agreeably to the orders of the Ilonour- 
ablc the Court of Directors as signifiou in their commauds of tlio 23rd 
December 1778 and tho orders and regulations which have from time 
to time been issued by tho Board of ibirino. It will be tho duty of 
the Comptroller of tho Slarino to see those regulations are strictly 
attended to. Resolved tliat tho two junior members of Council do 
in rotation continue to act ns Comptrollers of tho Marino and that all 
orders relative to the detail of the marine bo in future issued in tho 
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name oE the Honourable the Pi'csidcnt, Mr. Robert luteonis lo 
continue to act as secretary to the Comptrollers \vith Mr. Ei-dcricli 
Reeves for his assistant.* 

The 8th January 1786, a Consultation records ; The Board take into 
consideration the orders necessary to be given the commanders of the 
cmizors respecting the accommodation of the Company's civil and 
militai'y servants who may be ordered on board on public service. 
Resolved that they be directed to admit all civil and military servants 
to their tables who are to have a reasonable part of the cabin assigned 
for their accommodation with a constant free passage to" their quarter i 
galleries. This regulation must be considered as a standing order and 
is to he communicated by the Board of Marine to the different ofiiccK 
in command of the Honourable Company's cmizers.® 

In 1788 the Polish savant Dr, Hovd, who considered himself slighted 
by the Bombay Government, recorded the following somewhat ill-natoicd 
and ignorant notice of the Bombay Marine : The Government of 
Bombay have a marine of several vessels, mounting a few guns, which 
are to my idea quite useless in time of war, for the Mardthds hare 
twice that sti’cngth, and usually give defiance to the English marioc.' 
As the Bombay vessels are solely caleulated to protect the trade, it 
might bo easily so contrived that the trade would -protect itself, h; 
destroying the pirates wbicb have sti-agglcd from the opposite continent, 
and for the immense expense these protectors are maintained with, to 
coosti'uot a couple of ships of war-, which would oppose those that arc 
now building at Tippoo’s expense in time of emergency, 'lire conroys 
consisting often of two hundr-ed batelds, generally set out from Savat 
at the lift of high springs. According to its size each boat in the 
convoy pays the Commodore Rs, 12 to Rs. 28. This is the solo 
emolument belonging to the Commodore, as they call him, who has this 
station for one yeat, and generally makes an immense fortune during 
that period. Though the honest merchants pay him this exorbitant 
demand, of which the Company have not a single farthing, they very 
often lose their merchandize under this protection. In 1788 I saw two 
batelds carried off by tbe Koolys vtithont furUier hindrance than a short 
diase by the Commodore.® 


^ Pub. Diary 89 of 1786, S3 - 84. Comp, of Standing Ord, Vol. 2 of 1759 - 1788, 68. i 
For Court’s UeguUtions of 23rd December 1778, see Pub. Dop. Court’s Letters Vnl 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

REVENUE AND FINANCE. 

Acquisition to Union of Companies, 1664-1708. 

In 1538, ten yeare after its acquisition by -the Portuguese, Bombay 
■was rented in perpetuity to Garcia D’Orta, a physician and professor 
o£ Lisbon, wbo lived in India from 153d' to 1578. GarcLa paid a 
yearly quit-rent of about £85 (14321 pardaos). In his work called 
Conversations on Drugs, written in lo63, Garcia mentions the island 
under the names Bomboim and hlombnim. He also notes that his tenant 
Simao Toscano sent him mangoes from a tree that jneldcd twice a year. 
In 1554, though in this there is probabl 3 ’' some error, the island is said 
to have been hold by one Diogo for about £80 (1375 ^Kirdaos).*^ In 
1664, ■when Bombay "was received from the Portuguese, Mr. Cooke 
the first Governor fixed nothing regarding the titles of landholders. 
Sir Gervasc Lucas his successor, who thought Bombay an important 
and v.aluablo possession, could not find on -what rights the land "waB 
held.® Luc.as seems to have acted on the %'icw that there were few 
rights in the land as in 1667, to a total revenue of £6491 (Xs. 75,000), 
laud contributed £2243 (Xs. 25,920).® In spile of Sir Gervasc Lucas' 
oiforts to increase the King’s revenues on the island, in 1668, when 
made over to the Company, Bombay was almost a desert,* At this 
time the yearly revenue ot the island was calculated at £2833, pcihaps 
the average receipts of the four years’ (1664 - 1668) management for 
the Crown.® 

Since the transfer to the Companj' the details regarding revenue 
expenditure and finance maj* bo brought under three i)eriods, the first 
from the transfer of Bombay to tlic East India Company' in 1668 to 
tlio union of tlic two Companies in 1708 ; the second from 1708 to 
the French War in 174'l!; and the third from 1744 to tlie tre-ity of 
B.'isscin in 1 803. In each of these periods the main items of revenue 
are hand customs and excise, including liquor tobacco and intoxicating 
drugs. 

Between 1664 a-nd 1664, wliilc Bombay was under the Crown, the 
attempt to inquire into titles and assess landlioldcrs caused such 
serious injustice and discontent that the Company instructed their 
President, Mr. Aungier, in Surat, while maintaining tlieir sovereign 
rights over all fords or outlying lands, to forego inqxiirj' into title, 
and, in conjunction witli the landholders, to fix a lump sum as their 
rent p.aymcnt leaving to the seniors of the landholders to .allot his 


‘ Dr. Gcraon DaCunha ia Cong, Inter. II. (1881), 201 ; Trana. Med. and Tbya. Soc. 
Bombay, 1862, 82-83, 86-87. * Bruce's Annals, II. 165, 191. 

’ For details of this revonuo sec Bombay Town Matoriala, 1.24 ; Bnicc’s Annals, II. 
ein. . ‘ Bnicc's Annali, II. 311. ^ Bruce's Annain, II. 198-2(X1. 
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sbavc to each individual bolder. In accordance with these inslmctioiB 
blr. Aungier, when in Bombay in 1672, concluded tbe following agree, 
ment, dated the 12th November 1672, with the representative Uti 
holders. The original inetinctionB included a suivey of the island bji , 
on the ground of expense this part of the instmctaons seems not to Uve 
been carried out. The text of the agreement of the 12th of Noreait; . 
1672 mns : . 

Whereas since this isle of Bombay was suTrendored to the possessisad | 
Trig Sacred Majesty of Great Britain, some occasion of great dhoonteBt | 
did succeed through the want of a due understauding what did belong 
of right to the Crown and what did belong to the people, which ga\e 
the original cause of seizing of lands and estates of several people to 
tbe general disquiet of His Majesty's subjects j And w'hereas since B> 
Sacred Majesty did by his Boyal Grant bestow the isle of Bombaj- to 
the Hononrable Bast India Company, orders were issued out by 11a 
Governor and Council of this isle, in ohemence to His Majesty's andihs 
Honourable Company's commands, for restoring the said lands to the 
persons who were aggrieved, provided that upon examination of their 
titles they could show just right thereunto. It so happened that, in the 
examination and decision of tbe said tatles, many doubts and important 
canses did arise which might have given great cause of disquiet to tk 
present possessors of houses and estates in the isle that the titles in 
right of which they held their lands had become exposed to censure. 
The people therefore tirought fit of their own free motion, by mntoal 
assent in a public declaration and manifesto, to propose to the Governor 
and his Council that they would pay a yearly contobution, or composition 
of twenty thousand Xeraphins to the Hononrable Company, including 
the present quit-rent or fords, provided that the present poEsessots of 
their respective lani^ and estates may be confirmed and established in 
their possessions and thereby be seemed from all doubts and scruples 
that may arise thereafter. Also that the lands formerly seized may bo 
restored to the pretenders thereunto. The Governor and Council hav( 
duly weighed the said proposals, and having just regard to the quie 
content and satisfaction of the good people in general and to tli 
establishment of this Government on the firmest basis of an everlasting 
and universal peace and tranquillity, did think good to appoint a genet a 
assembly of the chief representatives of the said people to be heh 
at the Castle of Bombay on the Ist of October last. In this assembl] 
the said Governor and Council, for the reasons before expressed, din 
cheerfully give their assent to the people's own desire for the further 
confirmation of this agp^ement. I'heronpon the said representatii es 
of the people did, on the 4th of October following, present unto the 
Governor and Coundl a paper containing twelve articles, wherein 
matters of consideration and further debate arising, it pleased the said 
Governor and Council to appoint another general assembly whereunto 
all the people in general interested in this affair were invited to appear, 
that the debates and controversies on both sides being publicly and 
fairly stated and aU Boruples amicably and justly controverted, a happy 
issue and accommodation might be confiimed to the seenrity as well 
of the Honourable Company as of their subjects and inhabitants in 
general. Thi«i anr.omWy was held in Bombay Castle on the 1st of this 
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current November, where was then present the Honoumblc Gerald 
Anngier Governor and President, Mr. Henry Chowne, Mr. John 
Child, Mr. Geo. Wilcox, Mr. James Adams Attorney General for the 
Honourable Company, Sir. Stephen Ustick, all of the Council. As also 
Mr. Samuel Walker Secretary to the said Council, Signor Antonio 
Ifretis de Silva the Portuguese Secretari', Signor Luis Cnssadive de 
Lima assistant to the Attomey General, Patlier Reginald Buikos 
Procurator for the Reverend father of the Society of Jesus, Mr. Henry 
Gary, Signor Alvaro Perez de Tavaro Lord of the Manor of Mdzgaon, 
Signor Pedro Luis Timon Proeurator, Signor Martin Aldus de Mcllo, 
Pranciseo Pretto, Juan Pereira, and Antonio de Lima of Bombay, 
formerl}* chosen representatives of the people of this isle in general. 
The said declaration and artioles presented by the people were publicly 
read, tlie contents whereof areas followcth : The substance of the compo- 
siHon between the Honourable East India Company and inhabitants of 
this isle, Bombay and ^Llhim, subjects of the said Companj' and others 
having lands of inheritance on this isle or living in other places : 

1. That, for the better way of asreoing in^the express charges that the 
Company have for the defence of this isle, the inhabitants and oHiers afore- 
said do_ offer to the Honourable Canip.my 20,000 Xcraphins (Rs. 13,850) 
yearly including in this sum the quit-rents tUot they did pay formerly ai.d 
desire these couditiono, namely : 

2. That by virtue of this contract all lew euita and controversies shall 
cease between tho Honourable Company and the said subjects interested in 
this isle, concerning tiic possession they had formerly in tlicir estnlos thereon 
when Bis b'acred ^lajcsty of ‘Great Bntain look possession of it. 

3. That by tho said composition the Honourable Comp-vny shall of new 
confirm tho estates of the said inhabitants nottvithstanding nny suspicion 
that tbe present possessors may have fallen into until this present time 

4. That if the Honourable Company do grant to any person not to pay 
what may come to their shares, then that the anid sum slinll be deducted nut 
of tho 20,000 X crapbins, and this in respect of this composition is m-adc upon 
all estates and lands of inheritance of those intci-ested on the isle. 

C. That tho estates that are seized on shall be delivered again to tbo old 
possessors of wliat conditions soorer. 

6. That in respect tbe restoring the several estates tbc Honourablo Coiii- 
piny would be pleased to excuse tho measuring the same that tho people 
may not be also at great charge considering their extrumo poverty. 

7. That for the time to come if nny estates on the islo conic to tho 
Honourable Company by any title whatsoever, or likewise by cutting any 
tree, or seizing any oarts or batty grounds for the use of building tlio city or 
other ground for the defence of it or any other fortific.ation, that tho qunnti^ 
that amounts to tfie said estate with the quit-rcuts shall be deducted nccurd- 
ing to the value of tho paltnierns or tho ground. 

8. That tho possessors m.iy dung the trees and ground with balaxini and 
c«<a as they ever did do,’ without paying anything for tho same as u duty by 
way of excise or custom, but what was formerly paid. 

f>. That in enso of any storm or other dainngo (which God forbid) tho 
Honourable Company shall deduct out of tho 20,000 Xcraphins aecortiing to 
tho lo’s of their estates which shall be done by honest peraous fiom the said 
inhabitants. 

Hi. 'i'bnt for the more expedient raiainp Iho sum us likewise for the 
valuing tho estates, and for the giving satisfaction to tho Honourablo Cjm~ 
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pany nt the time to come, tlio inhabitants shall appoint the pcTEons, to ffhon 
the Company fhall giro power for raising the said sum which Bhall he done 
for the quiotneaa of the inhabitants and the interest of the Honourable Cam- 
nany ns it will but only be nt tbo Company’s charge to allow two guards »t 
both places, Bombay and Mdhim. • 

11. That the siud '20,000 Xeraphins shall begin to bo mid on the 9l1i TeV 
rnary 1673 in throe payment^ every year, and the said Honourable Company 
shall not demand the payment before that time. 

12. That one of the principal things in this composition is the giuelnea 
and security of the inhabitnnts, W’ho desire his Honour with the Gentleami 
of his Council and other Ministers of the ^Honourable Company, to accept 
and establish this contract with the conditions herein mentioned, and that it 
bo confirmed by his sacred Majesty of Great Britain and the Honccndile 
Company with all that is necessary to he done tvithont any invocatios 
(innovation P). All which the inhabitants desire to be done witn^all poiaHs 
speed. 

These Articles Tjoing seriously and publicly debated, and all 
material scruples discovered and answered on botb sides, it pleased 
the Governor and Council out of their earnest and unfeigned desire 
to promote the public good peace and tranquillity of the isle, and 
to unite the hearts of the inhabitants in a dnn and indissoloble 
tie of obligation to his sacred Majesty and Honourable Oompanj’s 
service, to declare tbeir assent to the said articles in tbe manner 
and on the conditioDS following ; 

1. That in conaideration of the twenty thonsaud Xeraphins to he paid 
annually at three payments into the Honounible Company's treasmy, the 
eaid Governor and Uonncil do in behalf of the Honourable East India Com- 
pany promise to put a final end to all claims, pretences, and law suits whit* 
ever which have .arisen or may arise between tbe Honourable Companj’ and 
tbe people touching tbe titles lands or estates of polmeims, cocoanut treei, 
or batty grounds, throughout the whole isle oscepting what is by joint 
agreement accepted. 

2. That to the present posBessota be granted new patents, confirmed acconi. 
ing to the rcspecave titles, by which their heirs and successors shall enjoy 
their estates. 


3. That if the Governor and his Council at present in power, or their 
successors shall think good, in behalf of tbe Honourable Company, to exempt 
any person enjoying tbe said lands from paying his proportion of the said 
contribution, or shall mnke uso of any part of the said lands for Gie neces- 
sa^ occupation of tbe public, abatement sbnll be made out of the said eon 
tribution, in proportion to the lands so exempted or disposed of, and this ir 
respect the said contribution is made upon all the estates and lands oi 
inheritancH of the whole isle. 


4. That all .ektates of batty grounds and cocoanut trees seized by formci 
Govemore and now in ]poi:BeE8ion of the Honourable Company shall be 
restored to their respective owners, and they, their heirs and succcssora 
confirmed in their said possession as above is expressed. 

5. That if, in time to come, any of the said lands [or estates shall fall tc 
the Honourable Company by any title whatsoever, as also if any trees »-h atl 
ha oat down, or any oarta of batty ground made use of for the hnildinw of 
cities towns or foriiSoations, then the value of the said lands or trees shall be 
computed, and a proTOxti enable abatement made out of the contribution as 
is exproiaed in the third article. 


A That as to the particular of dunging the palmeiras and batty grounds 
with fish it 18 agreed unto by _tha Governor and Council and granted of an 
much import to the contribution that what part of the isle hath this vear 
been permitted to bo dunged with babaaim (omaU fish) shall bo still permitted 
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reserving the grouri.<l which is comprehended within the line of the city 
which by God's assistance is intundca to he built. But in respect the nbove 
said dunging the ground is forbiddon gonci'ally by express orders from the 
Honourable Com]>nny of London, it is noccssaiy that their license be had 
thereunto. For the oGfcctu.al securing of this it is convenient that tlio people 
do send their humble petition to tlio Hononmblo Compni^ by their ships 
and the Governor and Oouncil will intercede in their behalf and doubt not 
but tbe Honourable Company will be pleased to confirm the grant, seeing it 
is so profitable to tbe public. 

7. ^ That in case hereafter by reason of any storm or calamitous nccidcut 
(which God divert) part of the s.tid lauds or estntes be dcstroi cd or rendered 
incapable of bearing fruit it shall bo referred to the Governor and Council 
then being to make such rca'onablc nllownncc of the contribution, ais shall 
consist, with equity, good conscience, and ease of the inhabitants. 

8. That for the greater convenience and case of the people in raising the 
said sura of 20,000 Xeraphins liberty shall he granted to the interested for to 
iiomiunte and appoint from .iinono themselves such persons of sober and 
honest reputation ns they shall think ill for the pioportionablc valuation of 
all estates and lands and for the collecting and receiving the said money and 
paying it into the Honourablo Company’s treasury, which s.aid persons arc 
to be confirmed by the Governor, and shell take nn oath on the Holy Evangel- 
ista to deal justly and impartially with all. That the Hononrablo Company 
shall not be at any charge in receiving the said sum. But for tho greater 
authority and accommodation of the said persons so appointed, two officers 
shall bo ordered by tho Governor in bohnli of tho llononrnbic Coiniinny to 
assist them in their s,aid office, as occasion shall i-cquirc. 

a. That all royalties, rights, privileges, and immunities which did formerly 
belong to the Ci-own of Portugal of Foraft and Boyal rents of wliat nature 
or condition soever shall be reserved os of right they belong to the Honour- 
able Company. 

10. That in i-og.ard the little isle Colio (Cbldba) rcarhing from the outer 
point wcstwnrdly of tho isle to tho pacKiri {jiiUhAdi) or parish called Polo 
(Fliluve Apollo) will he of great Ufo to the Hononr-able Comiumy, in tho good 
design which they have for tho security and defence of this whole ide, it is 
heyeby agreed that it shall bo totally and wholly reserved for the use of the 
Kiid Comp.tny they making such raisonablosatisinction to the person interested 
therein as hereafter is expressed. 

11. That whereas by tho inanifcsto presented by tho people the Brat 
payment of the 20,000 Xcr,aphins should begin the 9th of Febriidry next 

- ensuing it is ngi'ced the first payment duo on tho 0th February shall bo Bus- 
pended to the Uth Juno followiiig.bcing the year 107.3, whicli'snid sum shall 
he left in the hands of tho people, by the Governor and Council, towards 
purchasing and buying out those pci:sotis who have c.statcs nnd lands in tho 
Colio, whom they are obliged to satisfy in their rcspectivo demands, always 
provided iliat the people shall pay the quit-rent due the Plh February ns 
was formerly accustomed. 

12. That in regard the Company have cxprcBsly ordered n survey to bo 
taken of the wnolo islo it is necoss.ary that tho lands nnd estates of cncli 
Pierson be measured, tho charges whereof sliall bo limited with a just inodem- 
tion for the eoso of the people. 

13. That thex'c sliall bo re.aorvod for tho Honour.iblc Comp.any nil grounds 
on the water-side within the compa<sof the islo to be disposed of in nucc.'isnry 
occasions for the public excepting such grounds avhorcin there ore at present 
planted gnTdons of cocoanub trees or rice-grounds, ns also churches lionscs 
or warehouses of stone. And whensoever, for tho public good, it shall be 
necessary to make use of any of the said plncos or properties tho Governor 
and Council sball make Batisfaction to tho intorcst in. n rcaaonablo manner* 
But tho people are to take notice that in this they receive n p.articul.ar favour 
from tho Honourable Company their Governor nnd Council, in regard that 
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in all kingdoms of the world, the ground <>» water-side from the dhtanir. 
of forty yards at least from high wate<'‘®'‘>‘k belongs as a sovereien tieht 
and ifcivllcea to tha Kings or Princes . * 

14. That seeing the principal aim aifd intention of this happy Bgreei)ua> 
and composition is designed for th® seoarity, tranquillity, jvSo. 
universal content of the respective mhoi>'^"ts, the Gfovernor and Uouncil Is 
in behalf of the Honourable Company establish and ratify this egreemetl, 
as perpetual and irrevocable, between th® Honourable Company and thepieik 
and, for the further aatisfaetion of the inhabitants .and people, they do prooi? 
to prevail with the Hononmble Compai>y *<> establish and conBrm the sine 
by patent made under their hands and seals, and given under out Hands and 
seated with the Honourable Company’s Bombay Castle, the 12th rf 

November anno 1672. 

GEBD. AUNGIER, 

Governor and President 
JNO. SHAXTON. 

HENEY OHOWNE. 

GEORGE WILCOX 
STEPHEN USTIOK. 

Gsjtesn. Iol\\tSlvaxW,B«yafcj reason o£ sickness bem^ 

absent from the Public assembly this general agreement was sent Mm 
by the Governor’s order and he deolaf®^^ kis fall consent to all confenls 
thereof as appears by his own handwiiting annexed hereunto. 

SAMUEL WALKEE, 

Secretary. 

JOHN CHILD. 

JAMES ADAMS. 

And under Eiese the names of one h'ondred and twenty of the eminenb 
of the Povo (that is popnius or people), in behalf of the whole Tovo of 
the isle.^ 


Two years later, 16th July 1674, the following farther proceedings 
are recorded : Whereas the GovcrJ*®'’ Council being g^ven to 
understand that several inhabitants the isle, did give out divers 
words tending to the disWour and ^scredit of the Honourable Com- 
■paw’s Goveimcosat on. this isle, sayt^S that the above said contract, 
made between the Governor or Hofl®nrable .Company and the Povo, 
was an unjust and accursed contraot. W^hereupon the Governor sum- 
moned all the Povo to meet at a Gen®^®! Assembly in Bombay Castle 
this day, where, being assembled accordingly, the Governor declared 
the cause of their assembly here this d°’y desiring them to declare their 
minds freely •rothout the least appr^cnsion of fear concerning their 
sense of the said contract and whemer Ihqy o'wned those exclamations 
against it, declaring further that thcy.^ore at their own liberty whether 
it should be disannulled and made void, or be confirmed. Whereupon 
^the Povo in general stated Hiey never exclaimed against the said con- 
tract, but were thoroughly satisfied therewith and of ilie justice 
' thereof, it being an affair of their ow“ requesting and seeking after. 


. *Ilov. Diavy22of 1793, 2O3X-2O40,Puh. P»aty 174 of 1803, 1836- 18S2. Forrest’s 
Homo Beties, II. 383 • 387. Povo = people parishioners or inhahitiints. Ditto, 2016 
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They desired that the Governor and Conncil would be pleased to ratify 
unto them and confirm the said contract. This was unanimously on 
both sides agreed on, and signed and confirmed by both parties in 
Bomba}’’ Castle, the 16th July 1674, 26th Caroli Secundi liegis 
Angliffi.^ 

Certain English landholders in Bombay took objection to this agree- 
ment. The matter was allowed to rest till 1676, when, on the 1 7th 
January, the Surat Couneil mite to the Company : In Bombay when 
the yearly contribution of 20,000 Xcmpbins raised on the lands was esta- 
blished, certain very few English who possessed lands refused to pay 
what "was assessed on them pretending they did not sign the contract 
This we thought not prudence to "take much notice of during the war. 
Since the war we have demanded what they owe thereon which they 
have much complained of and we presume will present your Honours with 
a petition. To any such pclition we have only to say tliat a few might 
be gratified if the consequences thereof were not evil. PnN'ate property 
is generally so eagerly pressed, without regard to public inconveni- 
ence, that it may so fall out that a great part if not all the lands on 
the island may fall into the hands of the English who might pretend 
the same privilege. We therefore thought it not safe to begin an evil 
example, bub we submit to your better judgment. It were well that 
the Knglish were encouraged to plant (settle) on the island which would 
be more secure if all the land were possessed by them. But some 
better way may be found to privilege them above otliem, which ’wc 
humbly recommend to your Honours’ better judgment.® 

In 1682 the Court write to Bombay : We do not ■wonder the 
Povo (people) would not pay us the quarter parts of the lands they 
possess j but tliat was the measure, and we sball expect the performance 
of it. TheXs. 20,000 was computed at that time as agreeable to tlie 
proportion of a fourth part, and it may bo was fully so much then. 
But we know the mildness of the Company's Government. The great 
charge they have been at in the forlifjnng of Bombay and conseqnently 
the increase of trade hath augmented the valnc of (he lands of that place, 
and it is but equitable that the revenue should grow bettor with the 
meliorating of their lands at our great charge. Wc therefore require 
you to exact that proportion from them.® 

Regarding the disposal of the rent of the batty ground under Miiz- 
gaon hill, on the 28th November 1694 the following entry is recorded 
in the letter hook of that year : These are to certify whom it may 
concern that "Narsdji Purvo has rented of the Right Honourable Com- 
panj’’ all their batty ground with what trees upon it which lieth under 
Mdzgaon hill known by the name of Vale for nine j oars from the 
date hereof at 20 mudds of white batty a year to be paid yearly at the 
harvest time. Given under our hands. Sd. J. Gayer, G. Weldon, 
R, Sprigg, and W. Forbes.^ 
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* Pn'b. Diary 174 of 1803, 1852 • 1853. Porrest'e Homo Series, II. 387. 

3 Surat to the Company 17th Jan. 1676, Surat Fact. Ont. Ii. B. 2 of 1675-76, .36-31. 
=> Court to Bombay (1682), Pub. Dop. Court's tetters 'Vol. 1 of 1081 • 1685. 29. 

* See. Out. L. B. 5 of 1694 - 1096, 25. 
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On the 3rd January 1694^ in connection with certain forfatureswKch 

apparently were made in pnnishment o£ the holders’ disloyalty daring the 
Sidi’s occupation (1690) of the island, the Court of Directois write to 
Surat : ’ As to the forfeited lands at Bombay we thiuk you are in agcoi% 
way of composing the disputes. If there be occasion of a judge advocate I 
to condemn those lands to onr use that were really forfeited, we leave it 
to our Lieutenant General Sir John Gayer to appoint somediecteet'' 
person by commission under onr seal to that office with such ins^c 
tions as he shall think most convenient to our service.^ 

The records of this period (1672-1703) contain the following ie£er- 
encesto the reclamation of the flats or ground liable to he flowed tj 
the sea. In 1675 the Bombay Government submitted a proposal for 
draining the swamps. On the 11th January 1676 the Surat Coundl 
write : Regarding the overflown lands we have referred ourselves to 
the Honourable Company for their approval and directions.® The same 
month, in their letter of the I7th January 1676, the Surat Goimdl 
write to the Company : Several smweys have been made touching tla 
draining of the overflown lands by persons intelligent rmd practised in 
such works and it is concluded by all to be a feasible design. The profit 
proposed to accrue thereby is reasonable, but neither will the charge 
nor the profit be so extraordinary as was at first suggested by yoni 
surveyor. Some overtures were made to us before your President 
left the island concerning it. But multiplicity of buBiuesB Undeiefi 
their prosecution. Wb are of opinion that, for many reasons too tedious 
now to trouble you with, it is more consistent with your interest to leave 
them to be drained by others than to drain thpm at your own charge, W( 
therefore shall embrace any fair proposals by able undertakers reserv 
ing to you those just rights and advantages which we can acquir 
and in such case shall give a &ithful account of our proceeffing 
together with a scheme of the project as to the charge it will stand i 
and advantage expected therefrom.® 

Next year, on the 8th March 1677, the Bombay Council write t 
Surat; We formerly advised that some persons had intentions t 
secure a considerable piece of the 'overflown lands. But they deny t 
pay any other rent to the Company than a bare acknowledgment an 
to have the fee-simple for evei\ They pretend fhat though thos 
that have taken in little patches pay a small rent yet it benefits nothin, 
to the other overflown ground. But they intend to take in a piec 
from side to side which wJI stop the whole hreaehway, and will consc 
quently secure less charge to whoever undertakes the rest, hut a grea 
charge to them who must secure then’ land from the water on hot! 
sides. Please to order ns how we shall proceed in it.* 

On the 20th March 1677 the Surat Council reply : We observe th 
declaration made by the undertakers for the recovering the oveif om 


• Coart to Snrot 3rd Jan. 1694, Sec. Oat. L. B. 6 of 1694 - 1696 23 

s Anderson's English in Western Indio, 62 - 63. Surat Fact. Out. ii. B, 2 of 167S 
1676, 22. 

® Burnt to Oourt 17th Jon. 1676, Surat Fact. Out. Letter Book 2 of 1675-76. 27 

* Bombay to Surat 8th March 1677, Bee, Out, L. B, 4 of 1077-1887, 21. Pomst* 
Home Series, 1. 126, 
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grounds that tliey deny to jia]' any other rent to the Company than a 
bare acknowledgment and to have the fee-simple for over. To this we 
cannot consent having no sneli power from the Company who do not 
order us to gi'ant an)* undertaking beyond a lease for some limited time 
pajing a small rent or acknowledgment to them. Therefore j'ou must 
lot this design fall until we reeeivo further orders from the Honourable 
Oompanj', who, we believe, null hardly be pereuaded to give away their 
right to the land.* 

On the 7th April 1684 the Court wi'itc to Stirat regarding redeeming 
the dromied lands of Bombaj’’ : Bedeem tliosc drowned lands of 
Bombay for which we shall now propose you a method which, wo 
think, cannot fail : That is you maj' agree to give the undertakers 
every Saturday night a day and a half^s 2 ’ay for every daj-^s work for 
every man they shall employ in that service, part money and part rice ; 
the rice at a price by which we may be a little gainers. And promise the 
undertakers, over and above such dailj'^ I>a}' to give them . . . 3000 (?) 
dollars when the whole work is completely finished. ^Yhatever use 
you shall give the ground to hereafter, it will be absolutely necessary 
to frame a substantial strong sluice in the middle of your great dam 
to drain the ground upon occasion if you should plant it, or to let 
in the salt water if 3 'ou should make a s.alt work of it. Tliis we 
leave to your consideration being nearer the place, willi this note only 
that salt is a commodity in the Baj’^ (of Bengal) and iii some places 
of the soutli seas. If from an}’ of the coasts near Bombay you can 
exchange equal quantities of salt for rice, nothing can bo so iwofitable 
to us as to convert all those drowned lands when they are rescued 
from the sea into salt pans after the manner of those at Rochclt in 
Prance or Santuvaly in Portugal. Tliis you may discover from 
many seamen in our ships which have seen those salt 2 )nns in both 
places, and the manner of causing the brine to shoot into small grains. 
^Vhether you resolve upon a salt work or not we conceive that when 
the sua-water is pent out the bottom or lowermost part of the valley 
must be tilled uj) with earth from the higher parts of the ground to 
the level of the sea without your dam at half flood or thereabouts, 
and your sluice must he set accordingly in height. Otherwise when 
in the time of great rains, you draw uj* your sluices to let out the 
fresh- wiiter the sea-water may troublesomcly retura U 2 ) 0 n you. Wo 
conceive likewise that, when you have levelled the whole to such a 
height as is fit for draining the valley, it will bo necessary from your 
sluice to draw a ditch or trench quite llirough the lowermost 2 iarts of 
the valley if you should plant or till it, as well as for keeping the 
fresh-water out of your salt, if you should turn it into salt ponds. 
If }’ou should agree with the undertakers for draining of the drowned 
lands as aforesaid, it is necessary that you shoidd a 25 point some trusty 
English to keep constant check upon the workmen that we may bo 
sure to pay no more da}'s wages to the workmen than wo have full 
days work done.® 


* Surat to Bomliay 20th Slar, 1077, Surat Fact. Out. Tj. B, .'t ot 1077 - 1701), 18 - 19. 
® Court to Snr.at 7tli April 1081, Pub. Dcp. ConitM^. Vol. 1 0IIO8I- 1083, FO-82. 
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Tliree ' months later, 2nd July 1684, tlie Court resume: Prosecufe 
with effect the draining of our overflooded ground at Bombay as 
■wrote you last year (April 1683-84). If for ■flie^ furtherance of llaj 
or for any other cause you shall find our Presidents own ptesooe 
necessary at Bombay and that he may be spared &om Surat, Tfe lean 
to him and our Coune3. to ’take such a time for bis going thither, shy 
there, and return from thence, as you shall find most accommodaHcfa 
our general affairs and our interest.^ 

Twenty years later (1703) the Court again impress on the Ptediea 
at Surat the necessity for fresh effort to prevent the sea flooding Bomlaj 
On the 4th June 1703 the Court direct the Surat Coxmcil to agrt 
with any tindertahers to stop "the breaches, ivhero the sea overflo'm fie 
island ; and, on that considemtion, to let them no-w have the land fiej 
recover for a term of years, free of rent, i'ecei\’ing only a small 
rent to the Konouzable Company.® 

On the 20th April 1708 the Court add : The breaches may he stopfpei 
without much charge with a sand bank made with a layer of stias 
and covered ■with sand, and then new straw and sand on that and so oc. 

To make a bank in the nature of a sloping breach or shore' cajass 
will serve instead of straw. At Kdnvdr are people well skilled m 
stopping breaches.® 

On the 24th March 1710 the Court again direct the Bombay Gorem- 
ment to stop the breaches on any tolerable terms. And as an cnconr^ 
ment to the rmdertakers to let ^em have leases for a nmnber of yeare at 
a small quit-rent, reserving the simple fee to -the Company.* 

In connection ■with the sea customs and harbour reven^oe w 
following notices occur. On the 17th January 1676 the Council ia 
Surat Avrite "to the Company regarding an increase to the customs 
duties : We have already advised that we have laised the customs o! 
Bombay to 2J per cent besides the one per cent appropriated to the 
outworks whidi is 3^ per cent for all hut certain excepted goods. We 
liavo dra^wn out certain rules and orders to he observed by your officen 
of tlie respective custom-houses of Bombay and Mdhim, copy whemot -I 
you will receive in the Bombay packet. We had several debates 
whether to keep the customs in your hands or to let them out to farm 
and conoluded on the la'tter as most advantageous to you. Accordingly} 
they were exposed to sale by the inch of candle and were raised to t 
Xb. 31,050 a year. But the buyer, Mr. Joseph Burges, not being * 
able to give security, we were forced to take them again into our hn.n<^»? 
and now manage them by your own servants, Mr. Stephen TTstick and 
Mr. Francis Day, who, we hope, will render you a good account of their 
service.® 


« Court to Surat 2nd July 1684, Pub. Dep. Court’s Iisttara VoT T of i bri ibrs ni 
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On the 21st September 1676, regarding a Bombay proposal to 
isimpHfy the le\'y of customs duties, the Surat Council write; IVe 
;observe what you write of paying customs on goods inwards and outward s 
which you say is a great grievance to the merchants and that in the 
room thereof some small dnt3'^ of one half per cent would be far better. 
Touching this we shall discourse with the Deputy Grovernor and 
when we are fully satisfied as to the advantage and disadvantage may 
thereby accrue to the Honourable Company we shall give you our 
definitive answer.^ 

Two mouths later on the 21st November 1676 tlie Snrat Council 
resume : You will see the Company have made a proposal touching the 
lessening the customs of goods imported that are to be manufactured, 
wherein we presume cotton yarn and raw silk are chiefly intended. In 
this afiair we would have you consider whether the lessening or entire 
remission of the customs on those goods ^11 contiibute anj'tlung to 
the manufacture of calicoes or wrought silk on the island. If so 
it would be a laudable and hopeful design. "Wherefore let us know 
j'our opinion therein. Let it be one of your main designs to encourage 
the said two manufactures and especially that of calicoes and to invite as 
many weavers as you possibly can. In order whereunto you must promise 
them such pi-hdleges iuunuuities and e:remptions from public duties as 
they shall reasonably desire from yoa. Nothing \vill fright weaver's 
more than hard services in watching and attendance on the militia. 
From this they are to be wholly exempted.® 

On the 16th January 1677 the Bombay Cwnell apply to Sui'at for 
instnictions touching the farming of the yearly rents. They write : 
The chiefest occasion of this express is by reason of the near approaching 
time our rents must be put to sale iu which please to send us full 
orders and iustructrous. "We have some few things to ofEer to your 
Honours' consideration as to the customs which is our great rent. "We 
find our island to be hut a small limited place, a &ee egress and- 
regress up the country bein g much hindm:ed by the Poiinguese and Shivd j i 
and very few merchants inhabiting here. It follows that all ways of 
inviting merchants and drarrung a trade hither must be sought. No 
place can invite merchants bat where they hear goods are to be bought 
and sold ; and who will land goods and be at a certain charge in paying 
cnstoms without having the cer-tainty of selling his goods. Besides 
when they are sold the buj'er pays another custom. For ours being a 
small islaiid the goods must he transported, whereby goods become so 
dear the merchants cannot buy. This is dissonant to the custom of 
the whole world. For either they are large counti-ies over which most 
part of the goods are transported without custom ; or else the goods are 
suffered to be carried inland by paying some small duty as in the Surat 
inland custom-house, and out of Holland into- Germany France 
Denmark and the like. Further if the same owner retransports his 
goods he has half cnstom repaid him. Now if this he thought requisite 
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in ijopuluted settled countries how much more in a raw thin colony. Our 
eyes have had the esperienee o£ seveial mcrcliants who have iJrougU 
grabs laden with corn, who have offered to land for half a custom, but, 
on being pressed to pay the full, have carried it all to Chaul Me 
lind by the several farmei-s’ accounts tliat raising the customs io . 
tij per cent has not increased the revenue in the same proportion; 

BO lliat though the revenue has Ixjcomc greater yet the quantity 

of trade (has become loss) Some oilier way must be adopted 

such ns, all goods tliat arc lauded and transported by the same 
person in shipping or boats without Cliaul and Bassoin to ban 
half custom repaid ; but if scut up-country or anyivherc between 
Chaul on the south and Bassoin on. the nortli, fclicn nothing to hi ■ 
repaid. Also tliat all goods pay custom only at landing and pay nothing 
at being carried out though re-bought never so often. Tliat the anchorage 
of one iTipec a ton lie taken off as it sounds a part of bad nature to lay 
hold of or take advantage of people^s necessities and miseries. Beades 
it will easily be seen where tlic sliip is bound j so that the Company 
cannot be wronged in their custom by false pretences. That the duties 
of anchorages he settled nt a penny a ton (which is near what isusaally 
taken) or what shall be thought convenient. That the Company 
resen’e to Ihemsolves the ymrilege from the venter of letting the 
particular goods or things of any king or rdja pass without custom 
or allowing the rentere any deduction. We are informed lotting the 
customs for two years will encourage hiddera ; for they say some 
disastei- may happen one year which may be recompensed in the next. 
We see small hopes of admncing the customs rent the present farmts 
being in a gi-eat fear of a loss. The like they say of the tobacco rent.' 

In reply to this letter on the 26th January' 1677 the Surat Council 
write : The many reasons you give for some abatement on the customs 
of the island wo have duly' considered. Wc do not appirovo the motion 
you make of allowing baok half enstom on goods exported to the 
soutbxvai'd of Chaul or northward of Bassoin, in regaad it cannot but 
cause prejudice to the Company and continual disyiutcs between the 
renters and the merchants. We enordor that all goods landed pay the 
same custom inwards of 34 per cent without making allowance of half 
custom at exportation. You say that it may bo an encouragement to' 
the merchant to pay no custom outward though the goods be never so 
often sold or alienated. Tliis we apinove. W e would therefore have j'ou 
declare it publicly' that whatever goods liave paid custom inwards shall 
pay no custom again at their exportation though sold or alienated by' 
the first importer. We would have a register kept of all such goods 
transported as Avell as imported and to meet the charge of tliis register 
, we think good that you impose some small duty on the merchants. As to 
the rupee a ton anchon^e duty we judge it not at all consistent xrith the 
honour and reputation of the Honourable Company nor the benefit 
of their island. AVe therefore leave it to.you totally to disannul it or to 
lessen it as you shall think most beneficial to the Company's interest and 
the increase of trade on the island. AVe cannot approve y'our proposition 
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lliafc -the Ilonoui-ablc Company thouH reserve ■=-to themselves the 
I privilege from the renter of letting the pai-ticular goods or concerns of 
V siuj' king or raja pass without custom to the renters. In such a case 
' the farmer could not know certainly wliat he buyeth, and it would be a 
means to encourage kings' and rajas' ministers frequently to make 

• their applications (Iniowing theii’ farmer hath such an exception) to the 
' Company's prejudice. We do rather require the customs to bo sold 

* undeterminately and indefinite!}', and if the Comirany are forced or 
obliged to gratif}* any persons, they must do it at their own charge 

' allowing the farmer his just due.^ 

A few months later, on the 2nd May 1677, the Bombay Council 
write to Sumt proposing the following cliangcs in Customs 
arrangements : Upon fanning our customs this year some few 
alterations were made. Among these the chief was that whatever 
goods had on importation ijaid the custom, should pay no more custom 
at exportation though alienated never so often. Now, according to a 
standing order, the ComiJan}''s goods pay no custom. But the customers 
allege that though no custom is paid at importation, yet, if the goods arc 
sold, the buyer ought to pay custom at expoiiation. Upon this wo 
have liad a serious debate and we ourselves are dirdded in our opinions. 
Some of us allege that the alteration made in the custom was this, 
that what goods had once paid custom should pay no inoro. But the 
Corapam''s goods h.aving never paid any custom, if they arc sold 
ought to pay custom at exportation. The othci-s allege that though 
the literal woi-ds of the article arc that those goods which have once 
paid custom, sliall pay no more, yet when the Com 2 )an}''s goods have 
passed the custom-house, and the customers arc satisfied that they can 
make no further demands, it is equivalent to pa}'mcnt; so tliat at 
exportation these goods ought to esteemed as other merchants' goods. 
Otherwise, if they pay at exportation, the Company give away the 
privilege which they reserve to themselves of pa}-ing no custom. 
For formerly when all merchants’ goods, sold on tlie island, paid two 
customs, the Compan}''6 goods, whioli were sold, jiaid but one. So now 
when all mcrclumts pay hut one custom, the Company ought to 
pay no custom or else they lose their former prinlcge. Also if the 
•eustomers demand custom of the goods sold, because they paid no 
custom before, tliey may by the same rule when they have bargained 
witb a private mercliant to take but lialf custom, demand tbo other ImiP 
of the exporter alleging the goods have paid but half custom. The 
argumeut is just the same logically. For if tlie Company^B goods 
must pay custom if sold at exporting because they paid none at 
importing, then tliose goods which paid but half or a quarter custom 
at importing must pay the remainder when exported; for one is 
granted as much by the customer's consent as tbe other who 
condescended to pass the Companj-'s goods in the custom-house at 
landing without taking custom and many times condescend for their 
own advantage to let mcrcliants land goods for half and quarter 
custom. Surely no man will argue that any more custom can be 
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atterwai'ds demanded for those tlian for the Companj’’8 goods 
desire your Honours seriously to consider of this. We lave hopes to pal 
off large quantities of Europe goods this year, which -will he a great 
deal of money out of the Company’s pocket if custom must be pend el 
exportation. We sliall wait your Honours’ decision of the case.^ 

In reply on the 17th May 1677 the Surat Council write : As to 
the customers’ allegations that in regard the Company’s goods pay so 
custom atimpor tation, they ought, when sold and exported, to pay custom i 
hy the buyer, we do luthcr give it as our opinion that the Company’s | 
goods ought to pay no custom in nor out though bought and sold never 
so often on &e island. Should it be otherwise, we foresee the 
Honourable Company would receive great prejudice and would really 
pay the custom themselves out of their own pockets. Also it would k 
n means to discourage the current vent of Europe manu&ctures outlie 
island, the inorense of which is one of our great aims and continual 
industry to effect. liiTierefore wo w^ould have yon to declare to the 
farmers of the customs that we cannot assent to their unreasonable 
demands.^ 

Begarding a customs duty on butter, on tlie 7th August 1691, 
Sir J. Gayer writes to Mr. Aislabie at Mdhim Custom Hoiiae; I 
understand hy yours that a great quantity of butter has been brought 
on this island by ^ man a time by some certain pemons. These are to < 
cnorder you for the future to let none have the liberty but make them 
TOy custom (except poor people) for whom that article at first was 
designed. Make strict enquiry of the people this butter was brought 
hy as near os you can the quantity and advise,^ 

In the matter of anchorage fees levied by the Bombay Council, the 4th 
May 1676, the Surat Council write : We have considered of the new 
duty you have raised iu making the Portuguese vesEcls pay anchorage. 
We cannot conceive wherein it will be beneficial to the Company, but 
rather a discouragement to all vessels trading to your port. Wherefore 
we desire you to advise us what the autmal revenue of this new 
impositiou will amount to, and, if it bo’ inconsiderable, we would have 
you let it fall and remain as when the President left the island. We 
would not liavc you innovate anything without advising ns thereof and 
leceiving our sense and concurrence &ercin.^ 

Of the other farms of rents the tobacco and the excuse the 
following notices occur : 

In 1672 the tavern rents of the island were fiumed by Mr. Hill. 
The result was an increase in the Company’s revenue but an injury to 
the Bhauddris. A letter from Surat dated the 6th April runs: 
You have written, Mr. Hill hath tMs year monopolised the tavern rents 
of the island advancing 300 Xeraphins more than was formerly paid. 
At the same time that the Bbanddris were dissatisfied with bis proceed- 
ings in making ihem pay an exaction more than they ever yet did. As wo 
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rlad to heat the rent is raised so considerahly^ so on the other side 
nrould . by no means have him abuse the Shaztddris in exacting' an 
lordinary duty from them, which, if ho continue to do, let him know 
on tho first complaint ho shall be dispossessed thereof.^ 
nlike the tavern rents the tobacco farm showed a fall. The same 
r, 6th. April 1672, continues : We observe the ostanque of 
2 CO is fallen this year 1000 Xeraphins and are unsatisfied thcrewitli. 
reasons which you allege for this fall seem to cawy little force 
them. Wo are therefore apt to conjecture some design liatli 
laid by tlie farmers to the Honourable Company's prejudice which 
enquire into and let us know those 'Ihat bought 'the monopoly 
3of.® 

n the 24th January 1676, touching the revenues to be &.rmcd the 
A Oouncil write to Bombay : We would have you to put to sale 
public revenues at the usual time and 'to use all just and prudent 
ns to raise them as high as you can. The customs also we would 
! farmed out ; £ov we jud^e it will ease tho Company much of 
■ expenses ; and if you iiud it will prove to tho Company’s 
ntage to let it out for two or three' years wo leave it to you. Only 
ireful that you 'take good security for all your farms according to 
usual customs. We shall not limit you any price to bid on the 
pany’s account oi* any other particular but leave Jt to your care 
prudence. Act therein as you shall think most consistent ivith the 
ipauy’s interest and the public good.s 

i tho next month, Febi-uary 1676, the Companir's revenues at 
bay were farmed, and two montlis latci', 7 th April 1676, the Sumi 
acil intimate to^ the Company ; Your Deputy Governor and 
ocil of Bombay in Febr-uavy last ^1676) did malcc sale of the 
io rents of your island at the following prices : 

BomAatj Jfevenucs Barmed^ 1G7B and tG7G- 


Rent. 


3070, 

The Tobacco License... ... 

Tho Arrack ditto 

Mifhim Passage ... 

Sion Passage 

Tho Customs ... ... 

Bends Verde n noiv monopoly 
sold for 

XenpUns. 

20^300 

50oO 

850 

360 

31,060 

Xeraplilns. 

20,400 

5340 

690 

300 

'27,000 

1600 


he new rent called itende "Verde or Fresh Customs, consists of oil, 
m, Hning, and inahutZcCf. No person except the firmer is permitted 
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to retail under a man. We hope tliis will in time prove a good addition 
to tiie revenue, tlie mercliants and all others being well satisllcd 
therewith.* * •** 

On the 17th February 1677 the Bombay Council write to Surat; 
We have now sold all our rents much better than expected. The' new 
rent of oil w’e were fearful would not have sold for lialE last j'Car’s 
price, but it went off ndthin 60 Xs. of as much as last 3'car. The 
arrack rent is increased 60 Xs. As to the tobacco rent we were sensible 
tlic renters got nothing in the last 3'cai‘, and as tliis 3’’ear tobacco is near 
cent per cent dearer, so that it will cost them 4 or 5000 Xs.' more 
in tobacco than last 3'car, we were fearful the receipts would fall 
much. To prevent tliis fell we put tlie farm to sale for two 3'ears ; for 
it would bo a discredit to tlie island to have a rent fell and discourage 
future bidders. But it went off for 20,350 Xs. w'hieb is 450 Xs. more 
than last 3'car. Our customs we looked upon in a standing condition ; 
for though the Company will not make tlio 26,000 Xs. they took oil 
from Mr. Burges, 3'et wo supposed the customers might liave realised 
some small profit though not enough to encourage them to a next 
year’s bidding. If the management remains in the Compan3'’s hands, 
2000 Xs. 11411 not pay the expenses of the factors w’ho unll also he 
obliged to gratify more people in giving away custom than when it is 
rented. Neither will any pereon take the same care and diligence in 
another’s concern as he takes in liis own. Because of some alterations 
made in the custom this 3''ear we put in the two passage boats of 
jMahim and Sion which ivill not amount to 100 Xs. this year, and the 
same guards and Furvos that look af tor the custom for the same cliarge 
can receive the passage boats’ rent. We likewise put it up for two 3’ear3 
which we are informed is tlie only way to increase the rents though wo 
did not expect an3' great rising. It ivas carried by Rangu Dalvi for 
30,250 Xs. wbidi is 3250 Xs. more than the last 3'’ear.® 

In reply, the 12th March 1677, the Surat Council ivrito : Wo liko 
well of tlie sale of the Honourable Compan3'’s rents concerning which 
we would have you adrise the Honourablo Company in particular. 
But we are not well satisfied in what you write that the Company will 
make but 26,000 Xs. of that I'ear they took them off from Mr. Joseph 
Burges. We are certain tliiat others bid 30,00 J Xs. before he bid 
anytliing and why tlio Company should lose so much we desire 3'ou to 
satisfy us.® 

A week later, the 19tb Mai’ch 1877, the Bombay Council intimate 

to the Court : We have according to our usual custom exposed to sale 

the auunal rents of your island which were bought far better than our 

expectation. For the tobacco rent, what ivith the roguing and cheating 

of the Sidis* llcpt and tobacco this 3’'oar being nearly double the price 

of the last which must all come out of tho rent, we expected 

undoabtedly it would fell. But it advanced 450 Xs. beinn- sold 

8 
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this year for 20,850 Xs., and the custom advanced 3260 Xs. being sold 
for 30,250 Xs. The arrack rent and new rent of oil continues as last year. 
We shall likewise put the rest (rent ?) of all your lands to sale which 
will be far more profitable than to keep them in your Honours' hands. 
For we can oblige the tenants to deliver all or what batty we shall want 
for the use of our garrison stores at a certain rate or at the market 
priee.^ 

On the 31st October 1686 the Bombay Council write to Surat : As 
to the public rents our diligence shall not be wanting in getting them 
in ; and as for our being bare in'money, it was occasioned in Mr. Zmzan's 
time, remitting several sums of money to you and furnishing His 
Majesty's ship Phcenioa to the amount of a considerable nui^^r of 
Xeraphins.® 

On the 19th January 1 687 regarding rents or farms the Bombay 
Council write to Surat : It is now high time to consicjer about put- 
ting the rents up for the-following year. We therefore crave your 
'Excellency’s assistance. We cannot tell how things may be carried 
on as to the advancement thereof. Wc believe the tobacco rent may 
rise if there be any hopes of procuring tobacco from Surat ; the 
customs we fear will not advance, because they have had but a bad 
year to encoimage bidding. All the other smml rents we hope will 
not fall. When your Excellency’s orders arrive with us we shall 
use all diligence to make the most for the interest of our Bight 
Honourable Masters.® 

On the 28th February 1687 having disposed of the cotton rent 
the Bombay Council write to Surat : We acquaint you that this 
day we have disposed of the next year’s cotton rent to one Shankar 
Sinay for Xs. 2240, and the tobacco rent to BamSji Kamdti for 
Xs. 30,700 j but the Bhanddris did not bid for the arrack rent. So 
we do fear we must abate them something of what they paid the 
last year. We have appointed them to he at the Court on Tuesday 
next and then we will settle, if possible. We have according to your 
order omitted disposing of the custom and shall do nothing in that till 
further orders from your Excellency, We now put you in mind that 
the present rendeiroes' (revenue farmers’) year is almost out and do 
pray your Excellency's orders about the matter, whether to dispose of 
the rent, or who you will please to employ to manage it.* 

On the 23rd March 1687 they resume : Since our last of the 8th 
instant we have disposed of the arrack rent to the Bhanddris for 
Xs. 8800 a year to he paid monthly, the one being bound for the 
other, and Bdmaji ETdm'dti to appoint a shrofEto collect the money at 
the Bhanddris’ charge.® 
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1 Bombay to Court 19tb Horcb 1677, See. Out. Letter B. 4 of 1677 -1687, 22-23. 
Forrest’s Home Series, 1. 127« 

- Bombay to Surat 31st Oct. 1686, Sec. Out, L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 30. 

^ Bombay to Surat 19th Jan. 1687, Bee. Out, Letter Book 4 of 1677-1687, 52-63- 
Forrest’s Home Series, 1, 1G3. 

* Bombay to Surat 25tli Feb. 1687, Sec. Out, L. B. 4 of 1677- 1687, 66. 

‘ Bombay to Surat 23rd March 1687, Sec. Out. L. B, 4 of 1677 - 1687 ,72 - 73. 
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One o£ ttie licenses granted by General Sir John Gayer in May and 
June 1694 for keening public taverns runs as follows; Borasmneh 
ns I have thought utting that certain public taverns or victualling 
houses or places of resort may be settled on this island to the 
intent that the good subjects of tlicir Majesties and the Eight Honour- 
able East India Oompan 3 '’s inhabitants thereof may know where to 
repair for a sober and a moderate refreshment at times convenient, that 
so they ma}' he the better qualified for their respective duties, I do 
constitute and appoint yon John Wright inhabitant of this island to 
keep a common or public tavern or victualling house as aforesaid. 
And 3 'ou are hereby licensed to sell by retail in yonr bouse or otherwise 
all sorts of wine, beer, mnm, arrack (except phul arrack or bevda), as 
also all sorts of mixed liquors as punch lemonade and others at such 
reasonable rates as shall from time to time he .adjudged and allowed of 
by me. Proyided alwaj's the license be of force and value during your 
good behaviour and for the term of one 3 'Car from the date hereof 
and no longer. Given under my hand and scaled -with the Bight 
Honourable Compan 5 ''s seal in Bomba 5 ’' Castle, the 30th Ma 3 ’- 1694.* 

With a \now to prevent extortion Sir J. Ga 3 ’cr issued the following 
order to all tavern and victualling house-keepers on the island of 
Bomba 3 ’' on the 13th August 1694: Being informed that there is 
extortion used by the forementioned tavern and victualling house- 
keepers in taking more for punch and wine than W’hat haih been 
formerly ordered and pmetised, those arc to cnorder all whom these 
presents may concern that the}' sell all liquors hereafter mentioned at 
the following prices and no other, namely : All sorts of wine and ale 
(except canary and sh 3 Tuz) at two Xeraphins tlie bottle ; punch at 
two larccs tho bottle holding two qnarts full measure. If aD 3 '' man 
'comes into a victualling house to drink punch, he may demand one 
quart of good Goa arrack, half n pound of sugar, and half a pint of 
good lime w'ater; and make his own punch. If tho bou'l be not 
tnarked with tho clerk of tho market’s seal, then the howl may be 
freely broken without pa 3 nng anything either for bowl or punch. All 
persons concerned herein arc required to giro duo obedience as they 
will answer it at their peril. Given under my hand in Bomba 3 ' Castle. 
(Sd.) John Ga 3 '’er.® 

On the 19tb March 1680, with the view of providing a sum equal 
to the civil and military charges of the Government, the Court 
required that all bouses should be valued, and a propoi'tionate tax 
imposed on each ; the uncultivated land suiweyed and let out on 
rent; and the marshy grounds drained and rendered 'fit for 
agriculture,® 

On the Bnb 3 eet of fresh taxation to meet increased expenditure the 
Court write to Bombay on the loth August 1683 : We are not 3 'et 


* Eac. Out. L. B. 6 of 1694 - 3696, 2 - 3. For n aimilarlicenoo on the 8rd Febmarv 
1701 see Sec. Out. L. B. 7 of 1099 - 1702, 28. il/iim ia nspocles of nlo browed from 
wboaten malt. jPAbI (flower) is toddy or mahuda (Bossia latifolia) spirit of the 
atrength of and above 10 under proof. * Sec. Out. L. B. 5 of 1691 - 1096. 8. 

® Court to Eurat and Bombay I9th ITarcb 1679 >1680. Bmeo, II. 430. - 
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' satisfied with your slight superficial replies for sufEeiing our debts to 
stand out. If our charge must be increased to secure our inhabitants, 
it is but just that you should create some new taxes levied upon 
tbe inhabitants by way of excise or otherwise as you shall find more 
convenient and easy to them, which, in limes of danger and increase of 
public defence, is the necessary practice and policy of all nations through- 
out the whole world. This we recommend to your care and discretion, 
to contrive with the advice and concurrence of our President. STou. 
must consider that what you spend in Bombay, great though it be, is 
not half our charges, furnishing the island with soldiers, ammunition, 
paying their passages, medicines, building and- repairing small ships 
and many other things, having amounted to a vast sum since we were 
possessed of that island, which first or last it mast repay us. We have 
at St. Helena among other things established a duty of anchorage of 
one dollar a ship, great or small, to be- paid by all our own ships, and 
any others that have the benefit of' that port, each ship or vessel to pay 
one dollar every time she stops there. If our President at Surat 
discovers no great inconvenience in doing the same thing with you, we- 
would have you exact half the duty at Bombay from all ships or 
^ vessels that shall have the benefit of our port of Bombay, except the 
Moghal'’s and Sambhdji’s fleets of’ war when we are at amity with 
them,^ and such other necessary cases as our President shall find 
expedient to restrain this order for the conservation of the peace of our 
island and for other political reasons. The Dutch, nation could never 
have made such a progression and empire in India if they had not been 
masters in this indispensable req[uieite to all government, namely to 
make all places conquered or possessed pay the charge of their settle- 
ment and security. This the Dutch have done to such a degree at 
Batavia that alihough their charge there be immense, they have 
brought up their constant revenue of that place to over-balance the’ 
annual expense by at least £90,000. sterling. "We have insisted the 
longer upon this subject, and you must the more copiously and effec- 
tually ^ploy yom’ thoughts about it, because we are now embarking- 
into a ^r greater charge not only for the seemity but for the grandeur 
ot Bombay. In order thereunto we have now on board the ship Charles 
me Second, Sir Thomas Grantham Commander, a complete company of 
root roldiers under the command of Lieutenant Oglethorp which, after 
they have been at Bantam, are to return to your place. ‘ 

At the same time, 18th August 1683, the Court write to Sumt : 
we desire you to apply your thoughts seiiously to tte contriving 
proper nmthods for the increase of our revenue at Bombay and direct- 
ing our Deputy Governor and Council there in observing and perform- 
ing with more punctuality what we wrote to them.® 

Three mraths later, 16th November 1683, the Court again writes- 
Invent all the \ra;^s you can for the improvement and iao^e of our 
revenue upon the island of Bombay the rather because you we we are 


PuKDej, Court’s Letters VoL 1 of 1681 - 1686, 
* Conrt to Sumt 18th Aug. 1688, Pah. Dop. Court’s Letters Vol. 1 of 1681 -1685, 63. 
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daily at a vast increase of cliargo to secure it by enlarging our garrison 
tlierc ; because wc api>rcbcnd it maj’ Iw a place of great consequence 
to this kingdom and Company in case we sbould happen to Imve a 
war with any nation in India.* 

Six months later, the 7th April 168 1, the Court resume the snbjccl 
of fresh taxation in Bombaj' : Besides the duties \rc have enjoined to 
bo levied towards the Company's charge, wo would have you, while 
Sir Thornes Grantham is in Bombay and of onr Council, to take into 
your serious consideration the Compan}''B whole present charges upon 
that island, the charge of the works and repairs now to be done, and 
the charge of sending new recruits of soldiers thither which the 
Company pay here, and all other constant charges of the thrcelcom- 
panics of English troops, the Deputy Governor's Council's and Eactora' 
salaries, house-keeping, charge of ammunition, shipping sloops, and 
all other contingencies, and to introduce such moderate new Icries 
by imperceptible degrees, sennm sine aensjt, as may best balance the 
Oompanj''s full cxiicnso in the protection and preservation of that 
island and its inhabitants. Tliis wo would have you do in such gentle 
manner as may cansc no great di.egust among the people. But if yon 
find anj' of them verj' porvorso and wholly unreasonable, deal sharply 
with two or three of them in terror of the rest. Ourdesign, yon will see, 
is to moke Bombay as useful and scrnccable to us ns Batavia is to the 
Dutch. In so doing if yon do not pursue their method in creating a 
revenue that may support the clwrgc, wo sliall but c.at out onr stock.® 

Three months later, 2nd July 1631, the Court further writes; 
Study all the methods yon can to improve our revenue and to lop 
off extravagant pompous expenses that our disbursements may run 
out mostly’ into real force and power, not into gaudy shows and 
luxury. If wo bo really strong rich and powerfiil, we shall lx 
reverenced feared and have good quarters with onr neighbour: 
without wearing feathers.® 

In the samo letter (2nd July 1681-) regarding accounts of .store 
tho Court writes : By the cvccssivc demand of stores and by ou' 
intelligence we have great cause to fenr waste and embezzlement 
have been made of our stores in Boiiibay. Wo therefoi’o requin 
our Deputy^ Governor and Council thorc to make n diligent inquiry 
and inspection thereinto. Whoever they find have been remiss o 
culpable therein, turn them out of our service without favour o 
affection to any ; and let a (way) be established upon dclibcrati 
■consultation to prevent the like abuses there for time, to come 
'One way for this (after the removal of tho unfaithful and puttin' 
honester men in there places) is to have .a monthly account o 
remmns and all rests in stores of every kind taken by some one o 
our Council ^cre, the person entrusted therein making topor 
to our whole Council upon every monthly account how and in wha 


> Conrt to Burnt IGth IfiM rail. Dop. Court’s Letters Vol. 1 of 1081 - 1685. 6B. 
a,* iJ.®'*** ®®P' Coart’s Letters Vol. 1 of 1681- 1685, K 

0*e OOs * 

* Court to Surat Snd July 168i, Pub. Dcp. Court’s Letters Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 01 
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manner anything wanting has been expended. And i£ our Deputy 
Governor shall not call and assemble constant Councils, sufiEer full 
debates, and pnt the question fairly, and govern our island and 
affairs by the major suffrage of such of our Council as shall be 
present at all Consultations, we would have you displace him and 
tell the next of our Council there to succeed as Deputy Governor.^ 

On the need for economy duiing this period (1608 -1708) the 
records contain the following warnings. On the 8th February 1676, 
the Surat Council write to Bombay : We require yon to follow the 
directions which we have already sent touching the sale of the public 
rents and for settling the two companies. Seeing it is our duty to use 
all prudent means that can be contrived for retrenching the gi'eat 
charge of the island and garrison, we think good to recommend to you 
here enclosed certain proposals which we concludedon in Council before 
the late war (4th December 1672). But the war then falling so 
unexpectedly the.<;e proposals could not be put in execution. Now it 
pleasing God to give a peace, which we hope will be lasting, we require 
you to put the said order in oxecution so soon as conveniently you can 
and ad^’ise what difficulties or inconveniences you apprehend therein.® 

A month later, on the 7th March 1676, Surat writes; We arc sorry 
to find the great abatement in the general revenues of the island ; yet 
being assured of j'our integrity and zeal for the Honourable Companj’^s 
interest we cannot dislike of what you have acted therein.® 

On the 11th November 1677 the Bombay Council reply to exception 
taken by the Court to certain items of expenditure ; We shall answer 
what clauses of the Company’s letter we find concern us. Some things 
were acted by the President which lie not within our sphere to take notice 
of, as the President’s state-horse which is said to cost Rs. 1200, though 
Girdhar hath since brought to accounts Rs. 1500 for him. Mr. Gyfford’s 
house-keeping and servants’ wages, the soap-house, and three months’ 
wages paid to the last seamen which came &om Metchlapatan and the 
like witii Mr. Francis’ horse-keeping, though we think the horse would 
be at the same charge in the stable as if he rode him and his servant’s 
wage which is but 5 Xs. a month. However we shall act therein as 
your Worships shall order us.* 

On the 24th January 1677 the Bombay Council write to the Direc- 
tors : We send our Consultation books and copy books of letters ivith a 
roll of all the English on the island and a list of all your Honours’ houses 
with their dimensions and the materials the}' are m.’idc of with the 
prime cost of the court of judicature hospital and mint. Our books 
of accounts are unfinished and indeed there hath been nobody here to 
do them, your late Deputy Governor, Mr. Gyfford, dj-ing of a lino-ering 
distemper which incapacitated him to all business for many montlre 
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' 1 Court to Sunt find July 1681, Pub. Dcp. Coart'a L. Vol 1 of 1681- 1CS6 01 no 
3 Surat to Bomhay 8th Peh. 1670, Surat P’act. Outward letter Book 2 of ICTt vr. vo 
Forrest’s Home Scries, I. 82 - 83. o < o, 

3 Surat to Bomhaj' 7th ITar. 1676, Surat IVict. Out. h. B. 2 of 1C76-76 87 
* Bomhay to Surat IWh Nov. 1077, Bee. Out. Irtsttcr Book 4 of 1077 - 1687. OS - GO 
Foricst 8 Home Scries, 1. 140. ’ 
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So that John Petit, who wns Hkcwif-c under a violent distemper, tras 
forced to dedicate the most j).art of that time Ficknecfi would permit him 
to use, to oflicL-itc in hia Btc:id. Notwilhpt.'indinn; which the hoots 
should have l>cen finished were the accounts hut rightly stated and in 
good mctliod. But tlic Iioolcs are full of nothing hut errors and felte 
nccounitt. There has been no account given in of llw warehouse thea 
four years ; soveral accounts rcm.-iining upon K-ilancc tiinc out of mra^ 
and on the whole n general confusion. _ So lliat there will ^v8nt a great 
deal of care, assiduity, and time to bring the books into due order and 
method.* 

Tins confusion in the accounts continued for six mopths more, it 
wns tlien found ihoj* could not 1« set right and continued in orda 
nnlesR a Banian accountant was employed. On the 2nfl August 
the Bombay Council write to Surat : Wo do very much want an able 
Banian accountant to keep the general accounts of the island. ll.t 
often remoral of (he Seconds and their iiicxperionce in these accounts 
lias lioen the chief cause of those nuinj* errors that have crept into the 
hooks. But a Banian that always resided here could give the account- 
ant satisfaction in any thing demanded.” 

On the 81st Octolicr 1636 the Gorarnment of Bombay ^rritc to tie 
President and Council at Surat ; TJio diargcs of this island for mote 
tlian twelve inontlw were extraordinary by reason of the pirates and 
tlic approach of the I’rencli, also the charge of snn^y factones 
Imring liccn borne by it, ns well as preparations for fortifying Anjengo. 
Besides it wns necessary wo shonid not be reduced to tlic straits we 
were Inst year when this island might Iwve been lost tor want of 
money ere the brokers w’ould Imvc contributed one pice to supply our 
necessities.* 

The record of 1672-73 gives tlic following list of Factors and other 
Officers of tlic Company at Bombay : Gerald Aungicr, Governor ; John 
Shaxton, Deputy; John Child, James Addams, George Wilcox, Stephen 
tjstick, Mcmlicrs of Council ; John France, Minister j Samuel Walker, 
Secretary; Francis Day, George Robinson, John llorringold, Richard 
Stanley, John Woolhouso Lawrence, Richard West, and John Gape, 
mcrclmuts and -writers.* 

The Surat Factory Outward Letter Book for 167.5-76 contains the 
following list of Factors residing (January- 1676) in the Honounible 
Company’s seriice in Bomlwy-; Philip Gyiford, Deputy- Governor; 
John Petit, Stephen Ustick, of Council; Francis "Day, John Prance, 
William Flower, ministers; Jolm Horringold, Sccrct.iry Thomas 
Pettit, John Gape, Robert Harbin, Robert Carver, William i^omtou, 
Jonntlum Como.* 


‘Bomlniy toCoartaitti Jan.lG77, See. Out, Letter B. 4 of 1077- 1CS7, 11 . Poiteat'* 
Homo Series, 1. 1S2. 

* Bomtay to Sarat 2nd Anp. 1077, See. Out, L. B. 4 of 1077- 1C87, 42 - 43 
9 Sir John Gayer to Mr. Anncslcy, SlstOct. 1090, Sec. Ontward Letter" Book 6 of 
1C94 - 1090, 70, * Sniat Foot. OnU L. B, I of 1630 - 1073. 253. 

9 Surat Fnct. Out. L. B. 2 of 107D-76, 40. 
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Touching tbe Company’s orders not to employ relations in "Hie same 
office the Surat Council, on the ITth-January 1676, write : We shall 
observe your prudent directions not to employ relations in any one 
affair or place, which may prevent combining and cause bettor order in 
your affairs.^ 

On the 24th January 1677 the Bombay Council wrote to the Direc- 
tors ; We send a roll of all the English on the island.^ 
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1 Snnit to the Company, dated Snrally Marine 17tli Jon. 1676, SurotFnot. Ont. L. B. 2 

Tj. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 11. The list of 1682, witli Sir Geori^a Birdwood'a 
notes, piibUsied in tie Bombay Timea of India of the 10th October 1893, is given below ; 


A Hal qfall the Engluh Tfomen anO. Children on 
the laland liombay together _ tnth a bet ^ 
4 itch €erfi dicem^d nnd ihc timt tch^,joT tht 
year paistd, taken S8th Heeemher lCo2, 


The WorplI. Charles Ward. Deputy Goromor. 
Council.— Mr. Uenty emltb, Mr. Thomas Pettit, 
ftir* JoluL Gapo. 

JudgD.— OAptaIn Henry Gary- 
Hxnifiter. — ^Thomas Peacliy Wateon« 

FoctOTS and Wrltera*— Mr. John Jo^sopi Mr. 
John SUeppordf Mr. Jtunos Cutler, Mr* ESetward 
CoraotnUI. 

Mint Master.— Air. Hobart Smith. 
C%iraTgeonir-*Mr« John Dlrd« 

Mnte.>— Mr. Robert Byuater. 
Ganner«>-JohnCoq|ior« ^ 

3tato.— Deiijamin Stocy, Robort Harrla, John 
Mollinare. John Butler (f|i Will. Hameon, Will. 
Youn^. 

Marshall.— Thomas Bigott* 

Smith. — John Green. 

Clerk of tho Markett.— Hon^ Wiilton. 
Aseistimt to yo Bocrctary.— Will. Kewmau, 
Organist.— John Potter. 

Asslfitant to Storekeeper. — James Godson. 
Orphans (2)— John Fntemott. Gilbert Baton. 
Richard YanNOrtb, Andrew Templet Ucnrlctta 
Hawkins. Elizabeth Spooner, Manxico Bdwnrds 
at the JJnnder. 


Officers and Soldier* in the eldeet Company 
in the Garriton* 

Capt.— Tho Hon*bIo John Ctdid. 

Cnpt •Iiicut.— Rlcbard Kol^wln. 

Bnelgn — John Thomeburno. 

Serjte.— Thomas M'llkins. Thomas Peny, 
BaihlU Smith, and Thomas Cnlly. 

dork.— Wm. lAsbly. 

CoTporalls. — ^Richard Stephenson. Gam]]. IBUis, 
Bonjn. Mastln, and John Jfrancklin. 

Crammers and Primtes — UngTh Starkey, 
George Hooker, Robort Simpson, Thomas James. 
Richard Foster. John Ellis. John Morgan, Francis 
Ttubemo, AanfUa PhiUlpB, Thomas 31atthcwe. 
Richard Bniaelby, James Godson. Richard Ben- 
nett, Richard Smart, Thomas Jackson. George 
Rawlins, Christopbor Kcttiey, Thomas Bony, 
llenjamm HIU, John Turner, John Kettfo, 
Brackett Smith, Robert Mody. John Palmer, 
John Bovios. John Kew.FhllUpScaznore. Rdxnnnd 
P^twood, liibert Uakor, Bonll, Hollis, Edward 
Bamcr. Hathll. Tnppor. Peter Parrow, John 
Half, Michaell Rainsford, John Martin, Francis 
Harris, William Stedman, James Wiley, Thomas 
Baker, AloxonderDavles, James Wileon, Alexan- 
der Maunce, John BrookJnD’, Wm. Boddlng, 
Charles Boames. Joshna Wilkes, John Idnibo, 
George Buckingham, Jacob Scot, Gooruo Ward, 
Job Field, Robert Clarke, Samll. Harding, i 
Henry Caiy, Nioh. Rawlins, and John Cumber. | 


Offeere and Soldirre in the ypungeet Company 

in the Garrison, 

Cnpt -Uent.— noDiy Fletcher. 

Ensign.— William Gylc^» 

Serjoants.— Thomas Sugar, John Arnold, 
Thomas Browne, Thomos Simons. 

Clerk.— Riohni^ llocknell. 

Corpornlls.— Snmil. Moadowos. Kicb* Roberts, 
Wm. Minebcll. and John Onenlo. 

Drummers and Privatcir.—AnthonT Tomlinson, 
Abraham Milter, Richard Beigh. tS*tn. Foster, 
51ichnoU Woven, Wjn. Browne, Comolins Water- 
lor, John Appleby, MJchll. Boick, Isnao Clarko, 
B'm. CoraboroDgb, Hathll. Thorpo, Jnmos 
Cooper, Henry Omldcn, Wm. Glare, wm. Isles, 
Bonjo. Jonewny. John llongorlord, James liar- 
wood, Thomns Betboll, John Clements, Potor 
Edwards, Wm. Jntno% Thomns Tntnm, John 
Dcuro, Rtchard Young, Robort Harper. Richard 
Hackett, Jnm<^ Robinson, Dnnicll Wilson, Wm. 
Bodes, .Tobn Katcr, John EUit, John Grant, 
Jos. Phippetts, Jos. Morton. James Warden, 
Jamas Tom^n, Fra. Windsor, Jeremiah Booker, 
Frn, Tranealo, John Brockncll, Thomns Eaton, 
Ooorgo Fowler. Tbooph. Anderton, John bbor- 
wln, Jndo Monllinn. EVnocls Hall. Davis 
CoalQgha'm, Jonathan Hemng, Jeromiab Tay* 
lor, John Stophens, Poul Davies, Micbooll Bul- 
lard, Peter Richards, Edward Uonison, William 
Collings, David Jowott. 

2MHia Offlctn, 

Ensign. — Panioll nughes. 

6 eT 3 te. — James Osbunio, Tbns. Hopkins, and 
John Korcutt. 

CorTOrall.— John Dennett. 

At Vorolec.— James Dtopbens. 

Freemen^ 


Capt, Thomas Hiccols, Cant. Wm. Korgroro, 
Mr. Hathll. Itussidl, Mr. Charles Rochester, 
Mr. George Ptndor, Mr. Tobias Brock, Mr. 
Thomas Waltham, and Cbarlos Foreman. 


Jh the JTunter ^rlyatfo 

Capt. Stephen «\ddcrton, Commimder : Peter 
BIocKbuxy, Chief Mato; John Robinson, Ed« 
ward Hompbrios, John Braithaaito. Robert 
llogbes, ond Hothl). Oyllces. 

Jn theJleturrem 

Cirat* Wm, Smith, Commondcr; Mr. Wm 
Child, Ghiof Mato ; Jomes Howell, Second Sfato 
Chirurgeons— Abroh. Evanson and Wm. Lowle 
Gunners — Richard Poxchis, Potor Andorson 
RIcl»rd Uinchin, Robert Partro. Hugh Hinnor 
and Thos. Foster. ^ * * 
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The 2na July 1677, the Bombay Council write to Sunat: Wehwe 
had ft dobalo what servants ought to l>o .allowed to each of the Ctmncil, 
Itlxiing ft hiisincps wherein PiichoC us wjis .so parlionlnrly concerned, tjc 
thought it not proper to decide it amoug ourseWea, and ihexetote dews 
your Honours would please to determine avhat serxwnts each persoj 
shall Ijo allowed, and whether lho.‘-c that diet thcinEclvcs ought to har*' 
more than those which diet in the fort, they pretending their He. 25 a 
month is only for hare victuals and drinhs,^ 

llogarding Commissions to Memljcrs of Counril on the 11th July 1677| 
the Bonilwy Council write to Surat : The late President did formerly 
give Commissions to some of the Council here to act as Cominlssiocen 
for the island which has Iwen long discontinued. Plcaee to order ahji, 
shall be tliought convenient in it. Both the judge and .all the com- 
mission officers of the island had Ujcir commissions signed only hr 
tlio l.ato President whidi nro now hccomc invalid, concerning whici 
wo wait 3 'our Honour’s further orders. Tu tlic meantime rvc hare 
ordered that all tljo soldiers ]iay tlio same ohcdicnce to their ofllcen 
as formerly*, and tluit the Judge and tlie JnsHces of Peace nebintt; 
same capacity and station as Ircforc till wo receive your Hor.oars’ 
commands concerning them." 

On the 2‘lth August 1677 tlic Bombay Council further mite! 
Ilercwitli goes a list of all tlie officers who Will want commissions cc 
tlie island as likewise a copj* of the Judge^s commission,® 


It'cnirn on ttfmlajr. 

Mn<1iun {3} Jana Wonl, JTrp. Sii.nnnn Smith, 
airs. JlniT Onpc, Mto. Ulitnt>cth Jr*«opp, Mm. 
.Mica Ailuerton, Mre. Katlicnne Ilainca, Sim. 
S trail ‘I horneb’ima, Mm. latbelU Xatpnvt, 
Mra. Saa.nna Ua..cll, Mr«. CUur.ctb Unithc', 
>Irs. Dorothr Walton, Mm. Oorothr Hatmr, 
Jlia. M^ty llo'o, Mm, Maty nmclc, Sfm. Elitn 
iKtb UIfntt, Mrs. Anno Coopar: Mm. Atitm 
ilartct Mr*. Ft<tcher,M.cs. Frtneet 

t-'lcmlni;', Mro. .tnnoIlIMer.Mm.JanoMcuaaTm, 
Mm. ilarv Perry, Mm. Jcxino Callr, Mm. Anna 
Waller, Mm. KUrtbath na«t, .Um.Mar. Koircek-. 
Mm, Ann Illaton, Stra. Ann ^cfunp, nnd Mra, 
}Ianba Iloblaaon. 

Yeun;/ iroRint, 

Sim, Carolina Wlleos, Mm. IHIz. Eraltb, nils. 
Kltaon, and llcnrlctta IIanrl.Iiis. 

Chilirtn. 

Mm. Kntb. Ward, Mra, Tra. Wnnl, Mm. Jano 
Word, Mr. Wm. Bmith(E}, Etiz. Fletcher, Khtli. 


netclier, Hannah Flrlcher, Mary Fleteis, 
riarlc’ Fletcher, niomi*ln ll.i-ott, Mtty 
NieenllS Ma-iocl' XlecoIIa. Wm. Ilaadbal. In- 
Iwlli Opievy, Kalh. Norpianc, John JMJ'r. 
Kllz. Je*«op, John Ub-nebsme, fritw 
'nioraebitnio, Alexander ICohln«Q3. iKileCi 
UromiF, Tbo. Walton. Ann Uoltmi. Vex 
lI.aac'jCb.Tli'nnit Pi-ttll. Marpt. Vrainp, Bobit 
Krrljy, Tbmnxa Cully, Stephen nob.nMO, Jots 
nielnida. nod Henry' llaliie-o. t 

A l)<t ot the deecarod ineu, Troraen, an!; 
clilldrcn coremencinp tho— . ( 

>len.— J»n. Sn. Thoa. Ftrccto ; Jan. 30, Holt., 
Kemp; I'eb. S, nielurJ llnilo; i'cb. Si, Alexr. 
Kencly ; Mar. 16. Joinca Iletdltnil ; Mvr Id-l 
Roml. Bllveraon; Anp. 7, Iticliard Palmer. 
Aupt. 21. Uorort Terry; Oct. 22. ilcmyi 
Vnlcman ; >oT. 28, nDb^ Kerby; Flov. Si; 
Jomea Saroiy ; and rx-e. TO, Tlioa. Ihaamr. 

Women —Jnn. l, Sltjpl. Smith; S^pt, 7.' 
Joano Mntthctra; and Sept. If, Amt Kcrby. j 
Cbllilrea.— Star. fi. Ellz. Taylor ; Star. lA I 
Sarah Jc*sop) and Mar. 10, John Kcrbr. 


(11 Thia and tlio natno of Anno Sailer belorr rnoto Ml] nro tiro of tho fonr tuuaes rnl. In lOr*. 
on tho Icp or n mloai^ Iladdhn, nt tho cntranco at tho c-xtlicUral caroat K5abcrl. ■ ScoOoaplat'a 
Smity and gerbra lol. IKinip) TOO. Tbo other tmi of tho fonr namea are ihoae of K. 
Sbatr, arho betn^n^076 nnd I0S2 miut Jiaao died, or othararlaodJaanneaccd. 
"^nSnSera*”** Ihyer tella na ivcro eent out by tbo i:ainpany to 


Domhay aa ' 

Mao Koto (»! ““ Uw ndfe of the 

(4) Beo Note 1. 

(6) >” fo narlt their opcdaldlpnltr aa danphtora of th* 

Popnty OoTornop, and Master Smith, ’Mlatcr,” bccaneo ot bla being the ran ol a Member of 
t?OtttlClla 


1 Bombay to Snrat and July 1077, See. Ont. L. B. 4 of 1677- 1G87, 38. 

-Bombay to Bnrot 11th July 1077, Beo. Out. Ii. B. 4 of 1077.1637,30. Porrcst'i 

^aOtiio ScricSi X* J o3 * ]34:« 

* Bombay to Surat 24th Aug. 1677, Sec. Ont. L. B. 4 of 1677-1087, 43. 



lHaterialaO 


AND ISLAND. 


2S1 


On the 13th August 1C8G the Bombay Council write to Surat : Tho 
nrcsent Depitty Governor sai'ctli that after he received his commiBsion 

from your B-ight Honourable Company, he took tho Bacramcnt, oaths 

o£ allegiance and supremac}' and test, and cincc ho came here he hath 
taken the saeramont and is ready to take tlic oath ns Deputy Governor 
when the method of that oath is known, there being no form to be found 
hero, presuming it may be embezzled, along with several other books 
and papers in the time of the devolution.' 

On the 3nd December 16S6 the Bombay Council write to 
Surat: Yesterday when the Deputy Governor had called the Council to 
consider about sending tho ship Hunter asconvoj'- for merchants’ ships 
as far as Daman, and some other matters. Captain Carr came into tho 
council room. The Deputy Governor not having seen Captain Carr pn 
two mornings asked him where he was in the morning that he missed him 
on the parade. Captain Carr answered tliat he had business and could 
not be there. The Deputy Governor said ho believed his business was 
not so urgent, but that he might have Iwen there did he care for doing 
his duty. Upon ibis Captain Carr fell as wearing and affronted the 
Deputj' Governor who bid him leave swearing or lie would punish 
him. Then the Captain shut his fist and swore tliat no man should 
punish him for swearing and did in a manner give him the lie. 
'Iho Deputy Governor did not send for him, neitlier did an}* of us 
know of his coming. It was about halfpast ten o’clock in tho 
forenoon. So for his ill language swearing and base bchariour tho 
Deputy Governor sent him home to his house and has confined him 
there until further order. He is so surly that tho Deputy Governor 
has thought not to give him his enlargement until your Escellcncy 
shall give order concerning itj for if commission officers fl^’’ in the 
Governor’s face, other people may well do it. jVfter liis confinement 
instead of acknowledging his fault Captain Carr scut tlio Deputy 
Governor a letter the copy of wliich is enclosed. We never s.aw or 
observed that the Deputy Governor behaved himself any way' un- 
kindly or unhandsomely to him or any olTiccr on the place. His 
common way is to meet on the parade, w'hich is just without the gate, 
in the moraing and give orders and from tlience to prayers, and then 
the guard is relieved, and so tho people disperse.^ • 

On the 29 Ih December 1 68ft the Bombay Council write to Surat: 
The general books of this place for 1685 are gone to Surat by tho 
Worshipful C. Zinzan with other the Consultations Those fortius 
present j’car are not finished by reason wo want writers. The ac- 
countant and Secretary have none to assist them, but such as wo are con-* 
strained to take from their duties in the garrison and those rvo cannot 
lunder from the knowledge of what we ourselves are under an oath to keep 
secret. Now if your Honours will please to send us a supply of honest 
sober young men, wo sliall go on Avith our business much the better 
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Writers Wanted, 
1086. 


Ho^ ScrioafLlt”* “* iC77- 1087, 0. Forreat'a 

* Bombay to Surat 2nd Dec. lOSO, Sec. Out. L. D. .1 of 1077 - 1087 .80 - 37 
Foraome®So"ieBfl!uX “f {^'' 7 - 1087 , ll-dl*. 
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On tlw 23r(l June 1604 llic following Conunifcsion l>y Sir Joh 
Gayer, ^ Knight, Gencntl of India, to lltiina Kiiinfiti, as, overtcer t 
the llight Ilonourablc Compaiy's revoniicfij in recorded: 
of the siulhotity given me hy the Commis-frion I licar from the Iligh 
llonoumhlc Society of Merchants trading to the East Indies, I do coa 
filituteainl appoint yon Hdinn Kllnntli, Overseer General of all the Iligl 
llonoumblc East India Comimnj-'s revenues ujion this island, willb. 
and commanding all Pnrvocs and inferiors to follow yonr directiM! 
according to commission given you,* 

On the -Ith Jnno 1703 the Court ortlcr that the General nnd Counc 
be eight in number, and reside at Ilon\l>ay. Ulieyadd; 'Wcstrittl 
enjoin tluit all our affairs he transacted in* Council, and ordered nn 
managed ns the majority in Conncil shall deternnne, nnd not olhc 
m'te, upon an}* pretence wh.'it'-ocvcr. And though we hope you wi 
all be nnanhnouB in the pnmiit of onr common interest (as we* do me* 
oaniostly recommend unto you all to Ijo), yet if on any occasion 
happens tliat j otir votes .me equally divided, the same must Ijc dele 
mined hj' lot. 'J'he President must have hut one voto." 


' See. Out. T.. it. 5 of tG9f • icen, .t.*!. 

’ Court to Bojultay -UU June 1703 juror C, 47, Ct«nj». of Onlrrs Vol. I 

1715 • 1721, 177, 1'l*. 
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Union of Companies to French War, 1708-1744. 

Tlic records of the first half of the eighteenth century contain 
several references to the position duties and emoluments of Wcmlicre of 
Council and of the n’hole body of covenanted ernhans. Regarding 
the constitution of the Bombay Council and tlic admin isti-ativc 
duties of its members, a despatch of the 24th March 1/30 dueots: 
'Jhe Council of Bombay is appointed to consist of the General ami 
eight otliers. to reside on Bombay, and not to consider seniority 
oS; merit. The Court continue : You must settle the business which 
is to be under the more particular management of each member of the 
Council, and of our factors and imtcrs as on tlie other side of India. 
The President to keep tlie cash. Tlie Second to liavc tlic care of the 
books. The Third of the warehouse or as at the Bay the Third to Iiavo 
charge of the export, and tlic Fourth of the import warehouse. The 
next to be pm'ser general that is to liavc charge of all disbursements 
whether of fortifications or factory. Another to have the more 
IJarticular inspection and care of the rents and revenues. Anotlicr 
of general stores. These we think are tlie proper charges of the first 
five or six of tlie Council. And, unless you can give us very good 
reasons to tlie contrary, we would have it so settled at Bombay. The 
Council of yurat are to come to Bombay, to take their places as so 
settled, otherwise to be dismissed the service. lYe commit all our 
afiairs at Bombay and the subordinate fiictories to tlie management 
and control of the whole Council, and order that the final decision 
rest with the majority of the Council, all being duly summoned.* 
Regarding the duties of Members of Council the Court of Directors 
write on the oth April 1715 ; We wtII not allow any to be of Council 
barely on that account. Some one branch of our affairs must be com- 
mitted to the care of each Member or else he is not fit for the Council. 
Nor indeed ought Members of Council or any otlicr covenant serrants 
continue in our seiwico unless they have some business assigned them, 
either directly under them or under an assistant This complaint 
equally affects all tlie subordinate fiictories. Take care llu!}^ acquaint 
you, and do you, us, what emploj-mcnt every pereon has at the 
subordinate Bietories." 

On the 24th March 1721 the Court direct : Our Council shall 
consist of the President and six others- No one or more mcmbci's 
of Council be suspended or expelled unless for plain and fully jirovcd 
infidelity to us, eitlier witli respect of making use of our money, em- 
bezzling our goods, criminal con'espoudcncc with the- country govern- 
ments, or'others in an interest opposite to ours, or sucli otlicr brcaclics 
of OUT orders and theh covenants, for wliich we have or sliall direct 
suspension or expulsion. No pereon of tlic Council shall be browbeaten 
or intunidatcd on account of m.aking exceptions, for men may differ 
in opinion and yet both sides mean Iionestly. And we arc ready to 

145^?78‘ ^ Staucling Onl. Vol. 1 of 1715 .1721, 

' Bombay 5th ilpiil I7I5 r.ira 03. Coiiip.of Standing Ord. VoL 1 of 1715. 
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tliiiik the Council who Mgned the letter in April aforesaid did not all ol I 
them heartily njjrcc thereto. AVe have Ikjcii told hero by some of tk 
tlieu Council of Fort St. George they signed to ConraltnUonB cr 
Letters against their liking to prevent farther displeasuro.* 

On t)io 7lh March 1733 llic Court write : For the future, tnthost 
our previous and express ordor, no member of Conhci) must le saspeod. 
od from his office Cor any offence nnless for n notovions hicach ol tnat 
or uiifaithfnlnoes antecedent to n difsont to tlic Prebident's opinion.* 

A ConsiiUfttion of the £7(h Scplcmlmr 1734 has the following entry 
regarding the dnlics of the different Members of Council : Agreeab’e 
to onr Honourable Mastort.’ standing ruins and onlcrs, Mr. Taylora 
Second in Council is ordered to take cliargc of the Accountant’s office, 
and Afr. Btnddyll svs Tliird to receive from him the diargo of the msit. 
houf-e tlic Isl of next month taking an account of the remains that r ' 
stock to be tigned by them hofh and laid licforo the Board.^ Direete 
also that at the same lime ^fr. Biaddyll deliver and Mr. Pereivol teew 
olmvgo of the Bombay custom-house, and that Mr, Pcrcival deUvdrM 
Mr, M'bitehiU receive cliargc of tlic Atithim custom-house, taTck 
inventories -of the effects belonging to the Honourable Company 
remaining in Imth places to bo signed as before and delivered into 
Council.* 

Ecgnrding the duties of the Members of Council on the IHh Maith 
1735 the Court write: The- several Members of the Board shall low 
such employs as-signed them as upon due consideration yon shall jofig* 
them most c.'ipabio of dischniging for our benefit. Do not confine 
the Custom Master or any other post to the third or fourth of 
Council.* 

On the 5lh April 1715 the Court write to Bombay ; TYo send all 
factors and writors first to Bombay, thence they arc distributed to 
the subordinate factories ; and ought, and we expect, they shall have 
their rise in our service c<jual with those residing at Bomliay of younger 
standing, if they liavc equal mciit.* 

On the Zlst Fobrnnrj' 1717 tlic Court write: Our covenant servants’ 
salary is not to commence till their arrival at Bombay. They are to 
take their standing as in (he list though the ship that has the iuniors 
should arrive first at Bombay.® 

The Court's letter to Bomlwy of the 17th April 1711, shows the 
salaries of the different Members of Council : The Gcnoral of 
Bombay to receive £200 a year, and, if ho be found to deserve tbo 


I Cmtfl to UoBitBy 24th March 1721 p.'inw 67, 101, 105. Comp, of Stanaing Ord. 
Vol.l of 1713-1721, 100-191, i i r b 

* Court to Bombay 7th M«rch 1733 para SO. Comp, of StandinB Oril. Tol. 2 of 1715. 
1721,201. 

* Bom. Gov. Consultation 27lh Eept. 1734, Pub. Diary 7 of 1734, 168. 

« Court to Bombay JUh Morch 1735 para 05. Comp, of Standinc Ord. Vol. 1 of 1713* 
1721. 206. 

» Court to Bombay 5th April 1715 para 131. Comp, of Etandinir Ord. Vol. 1 Of 1715- 
1721. 184. 

' Court to Bombay 21sl Feb 1717, para 06, Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1716- 
1721,183. 
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same, £100 a year gratuity j tlie Second £100 a year ; the Thii^ £70 ; 
the Fom-th £50 j and all the rest of the present or any future Conncil 
£40 eaeh.^ 

On the 27th February 1718 the Court direct ; TJ)at the expense of 
the Presidents table do not exceed £100 a calender month ; that Mr. 
Parkar as Deputy Goveraor be allowed Rs. 60 a month ; that the rest 
of the Council be allowed Rs. fiO a months including wine and liquors ; 
that the rest of om covenant servants be allowed each Bs. 30 a month, 
including all liquors ; that candles and fire be also included in the afore- 
said allowances.® On the 4 th November 1719, they further direct: 
The President to have one hundred chests of Persia wine yearly at 
prime cost.® And, on the 24th Mainh 1721: Tlic President to pay 
prime cost for wine alid other necessaries sent out for his tabic, at 
28. 3d. the rupee.* • 

In their letter to Bombay, tlie 5th A 2 )ril 1727, tlie Court allowed 
the President Rs. 600 for the four festival days in the year, namely 
Christmas, Now Yeai"'s Day, the King's birthday, and the King's 
coronation daj’’, at Rs. 150 each.® 

In 1739 in consequence of the dearness of pro\dsions tlie covenant 
servants applied to Government for an increase in their alloxvancc. 
Their petition of August 1739 states : Whereas the dearness of 
all manner of provisions has for some years past made it impossible 
for your petitioners to subsist ou their monthly allowance of Rs. 30 
settled at a time when every thing was much cheaper tlian at present, 
BO long ago as Governor Cowan’s time (1732) the increased cost of 
provisions infincnccd him and liis Conncil to rciircscnt the case to the 
Honourable Court of Directors (by ship Pnnee n'lVfiaii?), being, as 
your petitioners presume, thoroughly satisfied tliat those who were not 
80 fortunate as to have friends in Fugland to make them remittances, 
must inevitably involve themselvos in debt. As no .addition has yet 
been made, your petitioners now find themselves obliged to apply to 
your Honour, Since 1732 prices liave lieon greatly augment^ 
by the Marathi! s dispossessing the Portuguese of Sdlsotto and their 
other noibhern territories from whence this island was usually sujiplicd 
with the greatest part of the necessaries of life. The truth of this 
representation is best demonstrated by the calculate hereto annexed, 
which, your petitioners believe, will he esteemed by j’-our Honour no 
more than a bare subsistence. Your petitioners therefore most humbly 
pray such addition to their present allowance of diet monc}’’ as to 3 'our 
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■> Court to Bom1>ay 17Ui April 1711 para 80. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1716 - 
1721, 179 . 

s Court to Bomliay 27th Feb. 1718 para 69. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. I of 1716 - 
1721. 188 . ^ 

s Court to Bombay 4tb Nov. 1719 pana 94, Comp, of Standing Orel, Vol. 1 of 1716- 
1721 . ISO. 

‘ Court to Bombay 24th March 1721 para 132. Comp, of Standing Otd. Vol. 1 of 17 15 • 
1721, 227. 

« Court to Bombay Btb AprU 1727 para 59. Comp, of fctanding Ord, Vol. 1 of 1715 - 
1721, l!»2. 
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Honour shall scorn meet. The following is a calculate of necessaiy 
monthly expenses : 

Kteestary Sronildy Exptnteii, 1730. 


Article. 

Ttatc. 

Co«t. 


qrs. picG. 

tl9. qrh. 

Ono Fowl a (lav at 

0 1 G each 

9 3 

On(i Cliicken or Fisk and Rice .. 

0 0 14 

5 1 

Flour, Pepper, Mustaid, and Salt.. 

••• ••• 

0 2 

Qrcens 

... ... 

0 3 

Three Rolls a day 

0 0 2 each 

2 I 

Wine or Punch a day 

0 2 0 

15 0 

Olll aea •• 

••• ... ... 

0 3 

Oil and Candles 

• •• 

4 0 

Wood, 1200 Billots at 

2 2 0 the thonsaml. 

3 0 

Tea, lialf Catty 

• •• ... ... ... 

1 2 

Sugar or Sugarcandy 

... I . . ... 

2 2 

••• • • •• 

... ... ... .. 

0 a 

Butter, two pounds at 
Water-beater 

10 0 the pound ... 

2 0 

Total ... 

0 2 

48 3 


JTbfe.— Shaving, powdering, Witshing, table linen and other noccs8.iries, 
with a cook and a servant at lia. d a month each, arc not incinded.* 


On receipt of the above petition, at their Consultation of the ll5lh 
August 1739, Government observe : Bead a petition from the cove- 
nant servants representing the insufficiency of their diet money or 
allowance for their maintenance in any tolerable degree. As the Board 
docs not apprehend they have authority to reh'eve the petitioners hy 
increasing their allowance, although sensible that their case is justly 
enough stated, agreed that it be recommended home to the determina- 
tion of our Honourable Masters, for whose notice it is ordered that the 
petition he inserted after this Consultation with tire annexed calculate 
of necessaries for a month designed to show and explain how much their 
diet money falls short and the straights to which those of the servants 
must be drove to live upon it who have no other provision or depend- 
ence, excluding all extravagance or suporfluons expense. ‘ A motion' 
being made to allow the late Governor (the Honourable John Horne) 
diet money servants' wages and house-rent, as the same has been 
usual to such as have served in that station during a reasonable time of 
residence on the place, as was instanced in the allowance granted 
to Governor Cowan, the President (Honourable Mr. Stephen Law) 
remarks that (as the Board knows) the delay of settling this point 
hitherto was pm-ely accidental, and tliat it was ever his mrimiug and 
intention and_ believes it likewise to be the Honourable Coinpanj''s' 
meaning and intention tiint their President should be distinguished and 
allowed competent support as before mentioned. In wliich opinion 
this Board liad-Iong before concurred, when it only wanted the form of 
minuting expressly the Besolution in Council. On estimating there- 
fore the said charge for six months, it appears to come out ^ about 


^ Pub. Diary 12 ol 1738-30, 315 ■ 340. 
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Rs 5100. Agiml thereEoM ihat we fix .and limit the F.ai(l ChaptcrVIIL 

to the Slim certain of five tlionsand rnpecB in full of the ordin.'iry Revenne and 
appointments in such cases.' Pinanco. 

"With a -vnew to pro^-idc St.ate convc 3 -nnccs for the President and Cli.irgc7, 

other covenant seiwants and strangers and foreigners, a Consnlt.'ition J741. 

of the 28tli Febniaij- 1741 records : Besides the nccess,ary port required 
for the President which our Honourahlc Masters have hitherto acquiesc- 
ed in and tliat their servants and others may lie furni<.hcd with a 
conveyance for the henefit of their hoaltli and at leisure times to go to 
different parts of the island, it is agreed to settle the number of horses 
and oxen to be kept as follows : 

Jlorse*. 

Horses flit tliQ Presidenf'i co.-icli nntl cliai«c. of •wliicli one nny 

Iwppcn to tie 1-vmo and less cannot be snflicicnl 0 

Saddle hotv for tlic President ... I 

CIiMSC horses for the n<e of the coxciiant Kr\.mts nfid militjiiy 

- officers attending the ont-posts ••• . 4 

Horae for the gunner and homb.irdicr who are often obliged to \i«it 
the fortifications distant from the ionn anil <lailj rep iir to see tho 
exercising and training the people near the llrescli ... 1 

Por coinwoii sersico and to carr^ the Ihisigns who arc monthly 
rclicicd at .Sion as well ns ansn cr other calls .. 


Tno pair of oxen fora cosch and clwi" are cslertnixl necp««arj ns 
well for the ii>e of the inlniiit.siits anil to acroimno'iatc struipers 
or forcigntrs who at (iiiies are on tlio phoc ... 4 

Total I 

On cuquiiy into the number of oxen now kept uc find in fact onl}' 
four in use though six apjicar charged in the Moody's account as 
receiving provisions. From the iiiforimtion we have of the luUIitioual 
number it is found to stand thu*. : The llomi>-h Bii-hop some time since 
obtained an indulgence for two beasts designed for his oivn coach to he 
maintained at our Ilonoumblo ^rasters’ charge. Afterwards the licasts 
being laid aside, an equivalent in money has Ix;cn paid him I 13 ’ the 
Jlood}* though iuscitcd in the account as provisions for bullocks. The 
Board concur in opinion tlmt tho revenue of his hishopric is verr small 
and onr_ Honourahlc lilasters themselves were pleased to annex thereto 
in the time of his predecessor a monthiv ajipoinlmcnt of Its. 40. As 
the sum now allowed is no considerable amount sufficient oiilv lo fur- 
nish him with p.alanquin coolcys, it is agreed to continue tlio same. 
At the same time as the present method is in its nnturc exlreiiielv 
iiTogular, the land paymaster must in future see to the pavmciil anil 
th.at it he carried to tho lie.ad of cluirges general. This ^I'iH l,e more 
satisfactory to our Ilonounahlc iMasters and they mav tlieii 'nve such 
orders .ns thej’ think proper.® ' ® 

later a Cousultation of the Onl .\ngusl ]711 records- 
1 he President, the Honourahlc aifr. Stcjihen Jjaw, desires the opinion of 

> ' Ifcm. (lov. Ciinsnllntion 2.Hli Ans. 17.3(1, Pnb. JJiin- 1" nf ITns nn nnn nn 

- Bom. ( 10 ^. Co„s„„„uo« 2iti. roi,.i7n;rub.-ina^ iV:rSVi'ori:’io?.'K- 


I’rrijulciil’s , 
f’hirgo-, 
1741. 
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tlie Mcinbcrs with respect to tlic purport of the 123rd paragraph wh^ 
thcr it is thereby meant that the espense of a coach and hones whidj 
has been hitherto esteemed^ a necessary slate for one in station as 
also decent furniture for his apartments ought to be defrayed hy him 
out of the allowed sum nf Bs. 800 a mouth for diet. At the sanii 
time he observes that as to his own part he is far from being fond ol 
an ostentatious show escept so far as it appeared to him requisite to 
be kept up for the credit of the Honourable Company. If this er, 
pense is thought properly to fall upon him he shall noth great rcadinepa 
discontinue it, as his appointments arc not equal to such a diarge and 
•with the utmost economy hardly suflice for the support of his tabic, 
As regards the article of table linen, though it may with some pro. 
priety be reckoned part of the table espense, ho is willing to take il 
upon himself and repay a sum of Bs. 323 which lias been heretofore 
cliargcd on that account. After perusing tlie prementionod paragrapb 
the Members give as their sentiments that as our Honourable Masten 
have all along submitted to the expense of a distingnishing cqnipago 
for a Frcsidcut, so indispensably requisite in the eyes of our inhabibnts 
and strangers who resort hither from the neighbouring govemmenb, 
and os it cannot he imagined that every' gentleman who has the 
honour to be advanced to be President is prodded with proper fumitmc 
and other necessary utensils equal thereto, the cliargc ought to be 
home by the Honourable Company’. Nor can they conceive the para- 
graph now’ before them implies a contradiction thereto.^ 

Regarding perquisites and fees to tlie Company's servants a Consult- 
ation of the 25th May 1742 records : 'J’he President remarks that 
certain fees or omolnmonts arise to several employ’s annexed to the 
Company’s servants which are not punctually stated or at least me not 
generally’ known. That he is led to this observation from the good 
method practised at the Bombay Custom-house where a tabic of all 
fees collected and established by the President and Council to the 
Custom Master is publicly affixed and whicli he apprehends w’ould be 
more regular to have extended to all other officers. To this the 
Board acquiescing direct that the Member's of this Roar’d, the Secretary, 
and all other persons in cliarge of any office do prepare and give in a 
list of the fees perquisites, or other emoluments arising to them by’ 
virtue of their respective employ’s for notice and observation.® 

On receipt of these lists a Consultation of the 18th June 1742 
records ; The several lists of perquisites and fees ha-ying according to 
or-der at last meeting been perused by the Members, and coming now 
under examination, some alterations and amendments are made. Tire 
Board then drrect those relative to every office to be affixed in some 
open and convenient place and that a register of the whole he preserved 
in ^:he Secretary’s office for reference on all occasions.® 

In a letter of the 24tli March 1721 the Com-t write ; Wo direct 
that no person but such as wc appoint and order commissions for, shall 


* Bom. Gor. Consultation Srd Ang. 1741, Pub. tSary 14 of 1740-41, 20.*. 

= Bom. Gov. Consultation 2StU May 1742, PiA. Dinrv 16 of 1741-12, 253. 
® Jlom. Qor. Consultation ISth Juno 1742, Pub, Diary lo of 1741.42, 29C. 
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lave a commission given him, nor any military officer be dismissed our 
service, nor any extraordinary military^ expedition be undertaken 
without consent of the Council or the major part of them assembled in 
Consultation, the whole being duly summonM.’ 

On his coming to age each Company's servant was required to take 
the oath of fidelity to the Company. A Consultation of the 4th Octo- 
ber 1734 records : The several Company's servants on the island who 
arc of age and have not ali-eady taken the oath of fidelity to the Com- 
pany ate now sworn, being Messrs. Whitehill, Pattle, Bedshaw, Stone- 
street, Dudley, Sedgwieke, Marsh, Dacres, Owen, Mumro, Clelaud, 
Il'cefc, Sennl, Hamilton, and Bertie. Directed that copy of said oath 
bo sent to the several subordinate settlements to be there taken by such 
as have not already been sworn to the purport thereof.® 

Rcgaiding the Covenant executed by the Company's servants, an 
order of the Court, dated 2nd August 1739, runs : We direct that on 
attaining the age of twenty-one years, onr servants do execute their 
covenants before two witnesses ; that these covenants be transmitted 
home by the first ship, and security proposed for their faitliful perform- 
ance pursuant to a former order dated 2nd March 1736.® 

(lltli MaxcH 1742) the Court write regarding the 
oath of fidelity j R^ember to comply with our orders by administer- 
ing the oath of fidelity to every covenant servant on attaining the age 
of one and Wenty, or on being admitted to a new employ, notine the 
same upon Consultation.* “ 


records contain the following. On 
the 26th Apnl 1721 the Court write; We are sorry to read find 

S/Lr*" Sooi hands as they 

should and might he reasonably expected to write. Among others the 

muster roll of the Fordwich’s mariners sign^ by Allen Ohambi-P whb 
so shamefully wrote that he ought to be censured for suffering it as he 
did by signing Yon have given us an account that many of onr 
covenant somnte are very diligent and deserve encouragement which 
seems implicitly to lunt as if others were not so. If this ^the c^e s-ive 
ffiese othera fair warning to amend. If tiiey do not amend send them 
homo. At Irast dismiss them our service for msuEBdency or idleness 
ivnnt of apphe^on to business. Those whose handSi is ITorfL 
nary, for Bomotimes we are o^'6rprova^led upon to send d 7 >r nr f « i 

M p». m. 

»CoOTt^B0MW*^3“Anff J80. 

irai, 20S. ^ ^'39, pam «. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol 1 of 1715 . 

1731, 13. C^?ofsVandhgoRriofJ^ls\^fi^^^^ 3o£1742. 
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ought to'look Ijottcr n£lcr them. If tlicir superiors find any n-ritins 
ill-performed, they ought io mike the perron responsible write it ova 
again. If they are refractory, their superiore thould complain of tlicm 
totlio Council tliatthcy may lie c.allcd in nnd reprimanded to awe them 
into hotter manners. If that ho not c(fcctu.al, then dismiss tlicm. Give 
copy of tlus to every person who has one or more uTiters under iiim,for 
his direction ; nnd let him liear the blame if he do not obsen’c it, Ve 
liavo f.aicl much to the s.'unc pnri>ose in former letters and now say it 
once for all. Therefore lot us hear no more the excuse of wc.ik hani- 
for if they are wailc and will not do better, lay them aside to make room 
for those (hat will.* 

Besides for careless handwriting the younger writers seem to have 
been open to censure for irregular oflice hours. At a Consultation 
of the 8th JIarch ITS*! Oovemment issne the following ciders i 
‘Whereas it lias licen found that sundry young gentlemen assistants in 
some of the public ofllccs Imvc not given such regular attciulancc as the 
public attairs do require nnd Iiave nh''cntcd themselves without licen.«o 
nnd duo pennission granted by their superiors j and some branches of 
the business committed to their care have been transacted in their 
private ap.nrtmcnts instead of at the olliccs to whidi they belong j as 
tuch a procedure may lie attended with most pernicious consequences, 
it is liorchy dircctca iliat the sundry nseislaufs in the several public 
ofliocs on the isKand do regularly attend in the s.aid olliccs from th: 
hours of eight in the morning till twelve nt noon and from three to fire 
in the afternoon. And tliat they do on no pretence whatever absent 
themselves from the respective ofllccs during the said hours without a 
particular license granted them by those who h.avc the siipcrintendcncj* 
and direction of the said olliccs, under the penalty of being severely 
censured hji’ the President nnd Council for the first ofFcncc, fined one 
month's diet money for the second, nnd Rispciidcd the IlononraUc 
Comp.nny’s service for the third. Directed tliat a copy of this our 
Resolution be aOlxcd up in the sundry ofliccs.- 

Sisye.iralatcr,.*ita Consultation of the 3rd October 1740, the subject 
of office attendance was resumed ; The President reminds the Board of 
an order passed in the Late Governor Cowan's time, which had also met 
witli the approbation of our Ilonotirahlc Masters, for tlic better regulat- 
ing and fixing the panctu.al attendance of the several assistants in tlic 
public offices. Tlic neglect hitherto shown to tliis order renders it the 
more necessary to be rearived and enforced. And to the end tliat it b« 
Btriotly obsened nnd the penalties duly inflicted on the negligent, the 
accountant (or his deputy) nnd the Secretary are to Iw Greeted to report 
daily to tiio President such as arc absent from their respective offices. 
At any time avhen assistants .are inclined to go to JfsSliim or other places 
• distant from tlic town, the President is to ho previously acquainted and 
his permission obtained. In tliis tho Board concurs, and orders tliat 


172?“lW^ Steading Onl. Vol. 1 of 1736- 

® Boro. Got. Consultation Btli Moroli 17.14, Pnb. Diaiy 7 of 17.aJ, 54. 
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copy o£ the Eormar Eegulation vrith the addifciou now agreed upon he 
publicly affixed iu. the several offices.* 

Au iudeut of statioueiy-wara wanted for the use of Bombay^ and sub- 
ordinate factories, gives the following list of the administrative offices 
in Bombay iu 1738 i° 

1 Accomptant. 6 Bombay Oastom-liouse.. 

2 President. 7 Store-keeper. 

3 Land Paymaster. 8 Receiver. 

4 Slarine Paymaster. 9 MBiim Custom kiaster. 

5 Wiirehouse-keeper. 10 Portuguese Correspondence. 

11 Seoret.Tiy. 

A Consultation of the 17th March 1740 records: The President 
acqnaints the Board of liis want of assistants for his office as 
President. Previous Presidents had in constant employ at least three 
covenant servants appropriated to that service. As he found the number 
on the island insufficient even to carry on the several branches of tlie 
Company* s afiiairs, and to supply the subordinate factories, not one hand 
was to spare to his own assistance. That he had, tl^refore, entertained 
Mr. Laurence Sullivan in quality of an assistant, and was the only one 
he had. And though he should have been glad to take bim into the 
Company's service, Im would not transgress the Directors* positive- orders 
against such admissions,® so that he conld only refer the matter wth 
^commendation home, as was done in the general letter by the 
Marrington. That in the meantime it was just to make Mr. Sullivan 
BoiM allowance until arrival of an answer. And as Mr. Sullivan under- 
took me business which used to be divided between three assistants 
famished by the Company, he proposed an appointment of Rs. 80 n 
month, which he understands was no- more than tiie late President 
allowed him out of his own pocket. The Board, being- of opinion that 
mnee there were no hands to spare and it was very unfit that the 
c u* ?“°**'** remain without a proper assistant or be at the charge 
ot it himself, agrees that the said appointment bo accordingly allowed 
and confirmed to take place from the 1st of January wheu Sullivan 
entered on his business.* >***^**»»* 

A Consultation of the 26th September 1740 records : There bemg a 
mf want of assistants in the Secretary's office to carry on the several 

servants now laid before the 
assistance that can be 
Robinson a young lad that came 
of the marin^^V present writes under the Superintendent 

to attend in that office. For his enconrage- 
1 a^eed to raise his monthly allowance from Rs. 20 to Es S) ® 

November 1735 records : The corre- 
spondence with the country governments growing ver ^^ large-and proving 

® Ilf S onras-iylMf 

onr service. This stragglers into 

of Standing Ord Vol loth Mar. 1733. 

*Bom. Gov. UonsnltatinH^^li xV ,• ^ of 1715-1X21, 203. 

‘Bom. Gov. ConsBltntion 2 g\u ^^39-40, 115. 

•'sept. 1710, Pab, Diaiy 13 of 1739-10, 350. 
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a great trouble to the President^ and the present Secretary for tbe 
Portuguese affairs being infirm, a proper person is u-anted for that 
branch. Mr. John Cleland being well versed in the Portuguese 
language and otherwise well qualified for the employ is accoidiugly 
placed in that office.^ 

Begarding the Company's interpreter at Bombay a Consultation of. 
the a5th August 1738 records : There being a great want of a proper 
interpreter to be employed in transactions mth the country govern, 
ments and Bhiku Sinay having for some time past served as interpreter 
without pay it is agreed that we allow him Bs. 8 a month. Aleo as H 
is not possible that one shroff should constantly attend all receipts and 
payments, which it is necessary some trustworthy person should do, the 
President recommends one Yenkdji Sinay as an honest and diligent 
person for that purpose, who is accoi'dingly appointed thereto at Be. 12 
a month.® ' 

A Consultation of Bro 18th June 1739 records: Bhiku Sinay inter- 
preter presenting a petition praying an increase of his monthly pay of 
Bs. 8, as being too small for the trouble and support of his 'plan; 
Ordered that the petition lie upon the table for a ffirther esanuimtion 
into the merits of it. Besuming, 27th J^nly 1739, the consideration ol 
Bhiku Sinay's petition mentionm in our Consultation of the 18th June 
who acts upon all occasions in llie quality of our Linguist and some o' 
the Members attesting favourably the nature of his past and presen 
services, agreed that wo allow him a gratuity of one hundred rupee 
for the time past and an appointment of fifteen rupees a month a 
Linguist to this Government.® 

A Consnltation of the lOtb July 1741 has the following entr 
regarding the pay and recruitment of tlie subordinate establishment 
The Mdbim Custom Master recommending one Minguell Gonmlvc 
who assists under him as worthy of some consideration for his diligent 
and capacity, his present monthly allowance being no more than Bs. ! 
it is observed our Honourable Masters in their commands pi 
Harrington are pleased to forbid the employing Pnrvoos or bla< 
fellows in the several offices on the island. On our parts we” are great) 
inclined to comply with this order could we procure a snfficiei 
number of Buropeans whose abilities and sober course oflife.mig] 
render them capable to carry on the business. But'as we are nnprovidt 
with Europeans, we must of necessity submit to its continuing in tl 
former course, though certain it is, the appointments (or pay) of son 
Purvoes are so limits as hardly affords their family a subsistence ai 
may therefore influence them to take indirect measnres to gain merely 1 
the end of a necessary support. Agreed therefore as on encouragement i 
the said Mmguoll Gonsalvea and to excite a ffiithfnl assiduous dit 
charge of his duty that his pay be increased to Bs. 12 the month, bein 
the same as is allowed to some assistants in other offices.'* 


*Botn. Gov. Consultation 1st Nov. 178B, Pub. Diaiy S ot 1734-36, 241. 

• “Bom. Gov. Consnltation 2Btli Aug. 1738, Pub. Dioiy II of 1737-38, 197- 

a Bom. Gov. Oonstatations 18tb June and 27th July 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1738-3 
224, 294, 

■* Bom. Gov. CoMaltation 10th July 1741, Pub, Dinry 14 o£ 1740-11, 218-. 
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Two years later, at a Consultation o£ the 1st July 1743, an attempt 
^vaB made to reduce the clerical establishments hi the several offices ; 
Tlie President observes that the staCE of Purvoes and others employed 
in the several offices at monthly pay is under no limitation, and that 
many liave been introduced without any orders of Council. He there- 
fore proposes they be fixed as follows and none in future admitted 
but by an order of this Board, which is approved. From the present 
proposal a saving will arise as appears by the following calculation : 

Sul/ordinale OJRce JS^tlablhhment, 174S. 


oaicr. 


1. Land Taymaritr. 

1 Tanrou 

1 OOs .M 

1 Oo. B.a •« 

1 Oo. .» 

1 ShraJt 

1 Da. 

1 Maxtor Onrpenter 
I Mnitcr BnelUjcr 
I European 
1 Srrvnnt ta Faymuter' 
Aichtanl ... 


TuCal 


1 Cterk of fjio Worki 
1 Fartoo AcKistant to 

of Works 

1 Do. do. 

1 Da. dUclisrscd 

I Oo. do. 


Tots] 


I PUTTOO 

1 Do. 

1 Do. dl*charcrcd . 
I D 1. ... 

1 Do. at the Bandar 
1 Do. at tho Bandar, di 

1 8hro1?*'«‘^.„ ; 

I Searcher, db^ari^l 
S Wvt^bCTv at Rff. & each 

Total 

5. Itdhfm Custom Jfat/tfr, 
I Punoo 

j Di. 

I Do. ... 

I Do ::: 

Total .. 

f. TTarchotttc^leepcr, 

1 Parvoc 

- Do. at Its. 7 each .. 
» Shroff 

2 Forrom at Its. B mch " 

J Porvoc, discharccil 

I pjclcr 

* disehanna - " 

I Sonant to WarchouBc 
lerptr 

Total ... 


Exrzxsc, 


31ay 

174S 
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Ra. 

Bb. 
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12 

13 

0 

... 12 

12 

0 
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8 

0 

... 0 

0 

0 
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6 
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20 

0 
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1 
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12 
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0 

3| 

si 
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12 

12 

0 1 

14 

14 

0 

0 
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0 1 

10 

10 

0 1 

4 

0 

4 1 

8 

5 

0 

10 

0 

IG 

3 

3 

0 

70 

JlL 

so 


OfBcc. 


1 Armourer 
Arms 


for 


1 ihirapean Assistant 
1 Partoe, dlacliargca 
’ Do, 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da. 


dlrcharoed 
1 Shroff ... ... 

6 Sepoys, discharged 
10 Lascam, 8 discharged 
* Carpenter. 2 Braziers, i 
2 Soabhard-makers 


straps and frogs at 
ftxing cartonch boxes 
umitha for mending too 
and working ap iron 

_ Total 

0. Marine Faymcater. 

1 Parvoe 

Do, „ 

Do. .„ „ 

•” — 

Do, ^ 

Do« discharged 

* . Do, 

1 3rastcr«attcndant ... 

I Paymaster’s Assistant 
1 £aropean Assistant 
1 Shroff „ 

1 Servant to Assistant 
1 European Cooper ,,, 

• s Blaok Coopera 

.. ISoatawaln ot the Bandar 
.. Bailmakcrs ... .«• 

1 Man eoHcctlDg coir t 

2 IVarchouso lASCnrs 
1 Xinc^mnleer 

3 Buffalo Mon 
IJardener at the MarinL 
uouso 

1 ^K)k-oatMonatthcFaii<r 

1 Parser Sfarine by Com- 
panj-'s Order 

Total ...| 
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In support o£ the proposed establishment Government add; Tlio 
increase of Imsincss in the several offices in a great measure proceeds from 
the Honourable Compan 3''8 neeessary orders for giving them a clear in- 
sight into the scvcinl branches of charges and revenues. We apprehend 
this -n-ill require the proposed strength of Purvoes and others at least 
till tve are supplied tvith a suificient number of covenant servants. 
Wc therefore hope the above establishment willj for the present, meet 
with the Honourable Court’s approval.* 

In a lettcr^oC the 24th March 1710 the Court proposed that the land of 
Bombaj’ bo rarvej'cd and rogisteiud.® As regards Customs^ so long as 
they were not allowed to abuse the people, the Court held tliat the 
duties would 3 'ield more in the hands of farmers, than under direct 
management since the formers u-ill be more careful of letting the water 
run by their own mill.® The same letter coufains the following orders 
regarding accounts ; Send us by every shipping the best computation 
3 ’ou can of our annual charge at Bombay. That is to say how much 
the salai'y of our mercantile people comes to, mentioning the persons 
and tlicir salaries ; how much the otlicr charges of the garrison and 
factory amount to, namcl}' so much each montlr; how much the charge 
of building and repairs } where and for what presents arc made ; where 
and for what and bow much the charge of peons or other servants, and 
bj' whom and how cmplbj’ed ; and the like of all other partioulars that 
make up our annual cliargo of expenses there ; and let tlus account be 
from the lost of December to the kst of next December ; or if it cannot 
be with convenience, then to* September or October preceding; anil 
where any article is dubious, e:q)lain it,* 

In their letter to Bomha}’ of the 17 th April 1711, tiie Court recom- 
mend tlie raising and improving the revenues, as the great foundation 
of power and riches. In a letter of the S7th March 17 14, paras SO and 
82, they add ; For tlie year ending July 1712 the revenues of Bombay 
arc £9807 and tlie charges £19,241 14s. Unless wc can raise a 
revenue to make good these expenses, wc shall be exhausted insensibly.* 
On tbc general subject of Trade and Bercnucs the Court write on 
tlie 5th April 1715 : We come now to give you our directions touching 
tlie revenues. Wliatever will most effectually aud fairly promote them 
will be acceptable to us. Our President mustliavc observed how regu- 
larly the revenues are settled in Madras ; tlie Madras practice will he 
some guide to j'ou iu the methodizing the collecting aud looking after 
the customar}' revenues of Bombay in tlie like manner foe all such as 
are and shall be established there. We are told yon arc straitened of 
provisions and forced to get supplies from abroad ; and that the duties 
laid thereon, prevent their coming in and that it ivonld he for the 
general bcnciit of the island to take off all duties laid upon butter, oil, 
rice, paddy, and wheat. These wc direct he taken ofi accordingly. 


> Bom, Got. ConsttUation iRt Jnly 1743, Fab. Dinty 1C of 1743, 104- IGS. . 
, s Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1716- 1721, 145. 

’Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1716-1721, 145. 

* Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1716 - 1721, 144, 145, 

*Comp. of Standing Ord. Vol, 1 of 1715-17iili 14C, 
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We are very desirous to encourage the trade of Bomba}'. And in 
regard the customs at Surat are bnt three and a half per cent, do yon 
reduce ours to three per cent. Tate into Ecrious consideration whether 
it would not he more for our scrr'icc to take off all customs, and give 
us your reasons wliy, that we may give you our ultimate resolution. 
Ana what view j'ou have of making our csciscsto rise in some propor- 
tion, in case we should, for the improvement of the island, declare 
Bombay a free port.*' 

In the same letter the Court continue : Settle proper times for 
payments of all revenues farmed out. At Fort St. George the farmers 
pay their rents, some monthly such ns the tobacco betel .and arrack, 
which are great farms and the renters not very rich, and others every 
two or at least every three months, by which means they now make no 
bad debts. Whereas before, when the rents were paid but once a year, 
the formers became insolvent or ran aw'a}'. Do 3 'ou take care in the 
like manner, and in particular he sure to call for aud get iu the afore- 
mentioned debts. And for 3 'our better rcmombranco let a rent roll or 
a memorandum he alwa 5 'B 13 'mg on the Consultation tabic to remind 
you of what is standing out to call for it in, of the times when any 
pa 3 'ment is due to call for the money, to call for and receive into cash 
the monthl}* produce of the customs at Bombay and Mdhim from the 
collectors ; and the like from any of tlie covenant seiwnnts, for goods 
and other stores sold ; and not let the money lie out.® 

On the 21 st February 1717, the Court repeat the orders issued in 
1715: You should alwa}'s have l 3 'ing on the table an account of the 
several branches of the revenues, whether the forms, pension, tributes, 
or other duties, and at what time thej' are pa 3 'ahlo tliat 3 'ou ma}- call 
upon the persons to pa}' it as it becomes due ; that customs received bo 
paid into cash, and the custom-masters’ accounts be passed monthl}'. 
By these means with due care 3 'OU null recover old arreare and prevent 
new ones.® 

To secure a fuller Iniowledgo of their revenues and expenditure 
the Company Avrite on tlie 17th April 1711: The account of 3 ’onr 
rCA'cnues and from what bmiiclics they ariEC and how much each }'ieldsj 
must not want a place in every 3 ’car’s letters.* 

On the Slst February 1717, to enable them to exercise a proper 
check over the roA'ennes aud expenditure, the Court issue the following 
I ordei's : Scud us annually not only to the end of the year which 
determines in July hut to the month preceding the ships coming away, 
an account of the following particulars, namely Customs of Bombay 
aud Mdhim ; the duty of a Xoraphin a ton on water ; the two per cent 
towards the charge of the Avail on goods imported in A’essels under 
three masts ; the amount and particulars of the 3 )ass-money towards 
the charge of the grabs ; mentioning in each ovci'y month's receipt that 


> Comp. o£ Standing Ord. Vol.'l of 1716 - 1721, MC, 147. 

® Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1716 - 1721, 148 j Kcv. Diary 22 of 1708, 20C1. 
^Comp. of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1716-1721, ISO. 

* Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1731, 140. 
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we may have a view at once wliat tliey severally produce. And let 
the persons receiving these, sign the accounts, certifying the truth and 
expressing the times when so signed.' 

Begarding the revenue management the Court write to Bombay 
on. the 4th November 1719 : We take notice of the contents of para- 
graph 75 shewing how the standing revenues of the island arise, and 
how they are collected; and in the packet do find abstract of the 
revenues of Bombay for the year 1718. It should have been men- 
tioned when the year ended. But this 'abstmet makes' the total 
only Es. 1,12,264; and on comparing the difference between this 
signed by Mr. Courtney, and the amount in the President's letter 
which makes them Es, 1,25,454, we suppose some branches are new, 
besides PuclceratvaH •, because paragraph 89 per Morice makes them 
but Es. 1,09,365. Wc observe the President computes what the 
new two per cent duty may amount to and reckons it in. He also 
brings in an article of Es. 4000 for tonnage which is not in 
Mr. Courtney's. We suppose the reason is that Mr. Courtney 
who signs as receivei' specifies those aiticles only he doth receive. 
Therefore we should have had another list of their amount, of the 
other branches of our revenue, such as contribution to the town wall, 
pass-money or tonnage duty, pier duty for water, and the rest; 
and the abstract fixed to the time above desu-ed that wc might have 
seen a complete list of all actually received to that time. W e desire 
it may be so sent for the future.® 

To increase their control over the subordinafo settlements on the 
2nd April 1725 the Court write to Bombay: That we may be able 
to make some estimate of the retrenchments necessary to be made 
at the subordinate settlements even when their books arc not sent ns, 
direct each place to give you annually, and do you send us, an ab- 
stracted account of the several items that compose the yearly charge, 
namely so many soldier’s, naming their number, and therein how 
many officers and how many private sentinels with their respective 
pays, so many peons and other servants with their different wages, 
so much for stable charges, so much for diet, for charges mcrchaudue, 
for charges extraordinary, for repairs, and so of every other article 
of disbursements that compose the total. By this means you will 
be able to make a tolerable judgment wherein they exceed and what 
snperfluities should be pared off ; and we shall judge accordingly here.* 

In tlieir letter of the 11th March 1736, the Court enjoin the 
utmost frugality and recommend the curtailing expenses in every 
item that will admit of it.* 

On the 6th January 1737 the Court again complain of the 
heavy charges of the Presidency, and recommend the curtailing 
and lopping off every item that may be safely spared. They add ; 


* Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. I at 1713 - 1721, 150. 

* Comp, of Standing Ord. Vot. 1 of 1715-1721, 153. 
a Comp, of Standing Ortl. Vol.’l of 1715-1731, 228. 

Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1716-1721, 158. 
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The accomplishing hereof must be heartily set about, and to that 
end every particular head of expenses must be taken into serious 
consideration- by you, in the leisurest part of the year duly weigh- 
ing whether there is any necessity for each article, what 
benefit we receive from thence, if the prices are reasonable or not, 
contriving the cheapest way of going to work in all respects, 
noting the results of J’our debates on this important afiair upon 
Consultation for our notice that we may see how far our interest 
has been promoted. This strict enquiry must not be confined to j'our 
place but likewise extend to each subordinate settlement by 
making proper regulations and limiting the expense in all confine- 
able articles. We expect to reap a very considerable benefit on 
your heartily setting about a rigorous compliance with these our 
orders.* 

On the 2nd Jul}’ 1738, for the safeguard of their cash balances 
the Court direct : We- oi-der for the future that our cash be kept 
under three locks ; our President, the Second, and one more of the 
Council, each to keep a key, as is done here j and that the balance 
in specie be px-oduced monthly before the whole Council. In the 
same letter they further oi'der : We direct that a committee of 
treasury be appointed as we have here, and that the same consist 
of the President, Second, and Third of Bombay, for the time 
being ; that all our bullion rupees and other treasure be kept by 
them under three different locks, except ' a running cash of about 
one hundred thousand rupees w'hich must be in the Pi*esident’s 
possession; and the balance of the same with what is in the 
bullion ofllce must be monthly produced before the whole Council, 
and the accounts entered upon Consultation. On the 5th February 
1741 the Com-t insist upon the President's taking charge of the 
running cash.- 

A Consultation, the 3rd August 1741, records ; The 113th paragraph 
, of the Companj’^s letter declares whoever is trusted by the three seniors 
w;ith the ca^, still the said tlxree seniors are answerable for any loss that 
may ensue. The gentlemen now in charge take occasion to observe that 
as from the nature of their employs in other branches of the- Company’s 
affairs it is impossible for them to give attendance at all receipts and 
payments, there is a necessity of appointing one particularly to that 
trust. This has hitherto been committed to one of their covenanted ser- 
vants, and tlic greatest 0.116 and. inspection observed in so material a 
clxarge. Seeing they cannot in person conduct the business of the treasury, 
hnt by means of an assistant, they apprehend they cannot be deemed abso- 
lutely answerable for any loss that may arise though they acknowledge 
at present they have no reason to imag^e that will over be the case. 
Out Honourable blasters in the 133rd paragraph insist on the Presi- 
dent’s taking charge of their rnnning cash agreeable to the practice at 
their other head settlements. The. agreeing and fixing on such a sum 
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as may bo enfllcicnt to answer tbe design mid laying down the neces- 
sary rales to be observed on the proposed division of the cash is refened . 
to another opportunity. 

Two days later, the 5th August 1741, the Diary i-ccords : Resuming 
the consideration of our Honourable Masters' orders for the President’s 
taking charge of a mnning cash, the members are desired to examine 
the current receipts and issues of money in the treasury upon a medium 
of any one mon^ and then allot such a suin as may be reckoned sufficient 
with the receipts of the revenues and other incidental monthly sums to 
answer the payments. This medium is to bo under the President’s 
charge, the other balance of cash to bo kept in a^sepai-ate room nndor _ 
three hej's, each treasurer to have one. For a clear and distinct view 
two books are to be kept, the one entitled Treasury Dr. and Or. and 
the other Hunning Casli. This, it is presumed, will answer the inten- 
tion of our Honourable Masters.* 

Bcgarding cash balances in a letter of the llth^Iarch 1742, the Court 
write : So long ago as the year 1738 we gave particular directions for 
the keeping our cash, both for our own and your security. 
Instead of complying those orders have been cavilled at, in an un- 
becoming manner. Wenre.now told that those who are entrusted by 
us therein are not absolutely ansivcrable for any loss, because an 
assistant must be employed under them.^ We for our parts cannot see 
the force of tho argument. People in all employs may plead the same. 
And we say once for all that whoever is employed by or under them 
must be well looked after by them ; for our treasurers or cashiers ore 
and shall he accountable and responsible to us." 

For the sixteen years ending 1744 the ColleetoT's. records show a 
land revenue rising from Es. 25,469 in 1728-29 to Rs. 35,897 i7i 
1740-41. The details are : 


Zanif Jievtnut, 17S8~1744. 


Heads, 

172S-2I», 

1730.3L 

1731-32. 

1733-33, 

173^34, 

178 135. 

1735,30. 

I.—Groani and Qmt Btnt, 

Its. 

E8a 

RAe 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Be. 

U Ithin the Town Wall 

IDOl 

1067 

a 131- 

• kS 

•a. 

7669 

S637 

Without the Totvn Wall 

1811 

2128 

2064 

... 

•a* 

8052 

SS94 

Il.—Penttm. 


» 





• 

ISombay 

40S2- 

4701 

4307 

4300 

4277 

4246 

4200 

UaUm 

S983 

2009 

2969 

2909 

2909 

2969 

2909 

JT/*— ttfofenVf, 










lies 

831 

900 

906 

900 

877 

854 

Bomha; 

1440 

1411 

1471 

1493 

1473 

1628 

1612 

IK—GaU ^ 

,ZSK 

12,663 

0830 

8553 

1617 

2072 

1492 

F.—Battf Oranndt, 








Existing 

7310 

7320 

3577 

0762 

7693 

7699 

7745 

aecovered out oI MalaM. 








Breach : 








Bombay 








MAhlm et* 


... 




■M 


TI,—JUUeellannut _ 

18D7 

1014 

1920 

1983 

1008 

1923 

1952 

Total 

26,469 

36,840 

27,194 

20,901 

20,802 

86,003 

26,216 


’ Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 294, 295, 300,- 

W42 paTii 82, Pub. Dop. Court’s Letters VoL 3 of 
1742 - 1761, 13. Comp, of standing Ord, Vol, I of 1716 - 1721, 209. 
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Land Jteeenrec, 1738 • 1744 — continued. 


Heads. 

1736-37. 

li3r-33. 

1733-39. 

1730.10. 

1710-41. 

1741-12. 

1712-43. 

1743-44. 

r. — Ortnind and Quit Itent. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Wlthtn tho Town “Wnll 

2697 

2003 

2705 

2739 

2910 

3272 

3293 

3325 

IVitbout the Town Wall 

2511 

2S00 

29J8 

2S8a 

2S71 

2630 

2300 

3307 

-J/.— 









Dombay 

425 i 

42M 

■4170 

4-178 

4493 

4tS9 

4300 

4273 

Mtfhlm 

II fm — Cootener^ 

29(59 

2060 

2009 

2902 

2M2 

2*62 

3117 

8255 

Mll2»on 

Bombay 

8t0 

737 

093 

067 

662 

761 

783 

819 

1761 

1232 

1171 

1450 

1490 

1481 

1519 

1303 

ir.—Sa!t 

1620 

8121 

4GSC 

7739 

7671 

6017 

12,312 

7140 

r. — Batty Grounde. 









Existlni- 

Kecorered ant of Ualablri 

7781 

2132 

7503 

£050 

6335 

73 S3 

2694 

7400 

Breach : 









Coinbay _ 


1053 

091 

031 

749 

695 

B07 

91S 

M&hlm ... ^ 

... 

702 

357 

810 

810 

510 

B39 

525 

TJ^-^IFiseefZancowt ... 

2133 

2011 

3115 

2741 

2748 

2793 

2354 

2399 

Total ... 

27.171 

26.321 

81,070 

::0.001 

35,£97 

33.032 

St, 474 

31,6'^ 


For the ten years ending 1744 the Public Diaries show a customs 
and excise revenue rising from Its. 88,875 in 173-1-35 to Rs. 1,18,624 
in 1743-44. The details are : 


Cuitoms and Exeite Eevenu^, 17S4’ 1744’‘ 


Heads. 

Districts. 

1731-35. 

1733«J, 

17r-0<^7. 

m7-33 

1739-39. 




R4. 

lls. 

lls. 

Rb. 

Rs. 

Customs ... i 

Bombay 

^Z5hlio 

... 

60,073 

0504 

50,210 

C7GI 

40,950 

4S37 

40,121 

85S3 

45,976 

8149 

Welg'hing and Slcasuragc. 

Bombay 

M&hlm 

- 

2142 

110 

2033 

2:iOO 

1S3 

2537 

201 

2509 

300 

Additional Pepper Du^. | 

Bombay 

H4hlm 

... 

1609 

040 

143 

1048 

245 

1076 

723 

Convo 3 - Huty ....J 

Bombay 

115hlm 

... 

920 

250 

1070 

220 

1050 

1120 

300 

9C0 

475 

Excise ...^ 

Bombay 

Mdhlra 


10C5 

••• 

1310 

nil 

1834 

1567 

Confiscated Goods j 

Bombay 

H&him 


«• ■«? 

- 



... 

Account Fines ._.f 

Bombay 

HUilm 

... 

-- 


14G1 


301 

Ttro per cent ToiratVall.^ 

Bombai' 

3I8hlm 


9092 

1209 

13,072 

1669 

ii,r**i 

1540 

13,890 

2595 

/1G.5S9 

2S30 

Hair per cent building C 
new Cttstom House* \ 

Bombay 

MATiIm 

— 

8493 

100 

8296 

192 

6W2 

209 

6121 

t93 

C309 

272 

bue per cent Tosrn Dltch.-f 

Bf^mbay 

M4hlm 

" 

... 

z. 

“ 

•*. 


5t&blm and Blon Passage 
Boats. 

Tota] ... 

HAhlm 


... 

... 

1140 

... 


r Bombay 

... 

60,546 

83,573 

73.410 

72,997 

75,356 

1 Abim 

... 

£329 

TBtK) 

8150 

12,032 

12,021; 

Grand Total ... 



84,875 

01,403 

S1.C71 

or*. 029 

87,352 
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Oustemt and Hecite Sevaiue^ 17Si • 1744 — continued. 



Districts. 


173M0. 

1740.41. 

1741-43. 

1742.43. 

1743-41. 


Bombay 


Ba. 

ns. 

Bs. 

Us. 

Bs. 

Ciistonis — .» 1 

M. 

20.iai 

00.2J3 

4S.3<18 

SG,3S8 

57,422 

Slfiblm 

• »* 

6807 

6008 

7121 

7658 

0162 

WclghlofT Mc&snrase.i 

Uombiy 

M&him 

... 

li59D 

222 

8372 

207 

233) 

IR7 

3120 

210 

8489 

200 

Additional Topper Dut>*i 

Bombay 

M&hlm 


1023 

050 

23 

288 

11 

87C 

793 

... 

Contoy Duty ... ... J 

Bombiiy 

M&hlm 


2110 

MO 

2925 

590 

2C20 

805 

1755 

395 

1276 

160 

E\ciec ... . «- i 

Bombay 

.Vthlm 

... 

1313 

1093 

1077 

639 

... 

507 

Conll^calcd Oaod. ... i 

ttombay 

MMilu 

... 

«.» 

.«s 


(•* 

... 

ASconnt Fined ... ... | 

BomboA* 

M&hloi 

... 

113 

... 

24 

... 

... 

Tno per ant To«n( 


... 

u'sso 

1S,T2S 

17.013 

)5.0C9 

16,083 

Wall. i 


... 

2120 

2117 

2278 

7.180 

2170 

Half per cent btiUdltifrl 

Boinbav 

... 

0172 

bon 

5D02 

6800 

8007 

new'Castofn lloa^c. *) 

M&blm 



22.^ 

2G7 
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One per«ciit Ton n Ditch, j 

llotnhay 

U&biro 


6211 

10(«> 

10^313 

1116 

11.9 V) 
1163 

17.005 

1257 

i9,4S0 

1101 

Mtihim atid dlon Pacs^xn 

MAhlm 


1317 

7W 

827 

1184 

Total 

j Bombay 

... 


1,01,301 

1*0.812 

1.01.141 

i.oT.ni 



14.4 &2 

13.022 


13.164 

11.513 

Grand Total ... 


- 

1.01.108 

I.l8.tl0 

1.0i.047 

1.14,801 

1.10.6S4 


A detailed etatemetit of charges for 1784-35 gives a total for the 
■whole ye&r of Es. 2,3S>55d. The following table shows the main heads 
of expcnditm'o with the average montlily outlay under each head : . 

Expend Uttrt, irS4-3S, 


1 

Months. 1 

Garrison. 

Diet, 

Wages, 

1 

llo^l* 

stable. 

Mcr* 

cbantll<c 

FortiU* 

cations 

IBnllU- 

Ines. 




Rs. 

R>. 

Re. 

Bs. 

a*. 

Es. 

Rb, 

April ... 

•• 

••• 

10.272 

2559 

244 

231 

413 

107 

1M9 

11 aj •«« 

... 

. 

10.325 

2400 

SU 

m**7 

414 

376 

llbS 


... 

• 

10.fi78 

2304 

244 

257 

400 

103 

1065 

J ui j ... 


. 

10,460 

2.110 

244 

324 

400 

210 

509 



... 

10.3SS 

2340 

244 

825 

403 

y91 

411 


*«• 

M. 

11,180 

S6S3 

885 

435 

302 

S13 

700 


•• 

M. 

10.093 

3200 

371 

807 

439 

377 

444 

ember 


•m 

10,700 

S2SO 

371 

333 

533 

•*97 

530 


... 

... 

ll,iUS 

3360 

379 

334 

499 

173 


Jnnuary 


... 

10,030 

31 £0 

871 

280 

.07 

12.<I4 

784 

Fcbruniy 

... 


11,014 

2510 

2r2 

2.19 

397 

265 

58^ 


— 

•• 

10,810 

2CG0 

214 

255 

440 

IBS 

754 


Total 

JZ 

1,29, 013 

33,1177 

9494 

4072 

6S01 

3090 

10,606 


Months, 

Ereoches 

Undcri. 

Storo- 

Veepw. 

General 

ioU 

MisccIH- 

neAns(6). 

Total. 

April ... 

y*y — — z 

June ... 

July ... „ 

August. „ " 

September 

Oetobor „ 

NoTembcT 

December 

Jnnuaiy 

February 

llarch 

Be. 

12 

120 

191 

"1 

*^3 

69 

223 

18S 

170 

Bs 

647 

730 

7i4 

717 
747 

718 
760 
602 
755 
740 
787 
760 

Bs. 

1217 

SOS 

308 

408 

104 

856 

428 

1270 

I0r8 

17S6 

994 

1205 

Bb. 

1882 

1810 

1002 

1093 

10«>5 

16(7 

2284 

1836 

1710 

1689 

ISOO 

1325 

Rs. 

29 

603 

411 

564 

680 

006 

932 

1196 

726 

2309 

1171 

1.748 

Bs: 

19,169 

16,929 

16311 

17,297 

17,762 

10,243 

80,634 

2n,CS3 

21,649 

24.144 

20,723 

"20,171 

Total _ 

600 

0020 

10,631 

17,410 

10,025 

3,98.559 


IIs.'miS? IM wdcr JUlIs H* asil ; 
rnrei nciwirs R«. .,es . Sunnnn Dou-e Bi. 878 ; Uxtraoriinarj Es. :03«i. , 
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A Consultation o£ the 15th November 17 4-2 records the departure to 
England o£ Goveraor Stephen Law : The President went out o£ the fort 
attended by the English inhabitants and country mcrcliants to the 
water side. On his going o£E he was saluted with tliree vollej's from 
a detachment of military and 21 guns from the fort, the several ships 
in the road saluting ns he passed them. The Somerset on whom he 
embarked immediatel3'' got under sail in company with the Britannia, 
Neptune’s Prize grab and Moor ship, together with the Bombay and 
Restoration, who after seeing them so low as Ghcria were to return 
liither.^ 

On the 28th Maieh 1717 the Court write: tVe find in Consultation 
the 9th December 1719 (1715 ?) an oldhouse and ground called Sir John 
'Wj’boume^s sold to Mr. John Hill for E.s. 180 to him and his heirs 
forever. AYc do not like this way of giving anybod}'^ a fee simple or 
absolute inlieritanco of any house or ground on Bomba}'. It may one 
time or other he of ill conscqacnce. We will have no more of it. 
But do allow 3*ou to grant leases for a term of 3'ears or for lives with a 
lihert}' of renewal. In tliat case do not give a ver}' long term ; for 
once Bombay could he made secure and lit to invite merchants and 
useful inhabitants to I'csidc there, we cannot doubt the ground-rents 
rising considerably.® 

On the 21 st Februar}' 1717 the Comt write : Remember your promise, 
paragraph 12 of 7 th January, to improve the ground u-ithin the 
city wall by the method therein specified of lotting leases renewable or 
by fines or quit-rents or whatever way y'ou should judge most for our 
interest. The consideration of our protUgious charge and the people's 
proteotion and liberty are, if rightl}' managed, very cogent arguments 
to convince ever}' one w'hy tliat ground ought to be valued higher than 
it otheiwise would be.® 

A Consultation of the 30th September 1720 records : A petition was 
presented to the Board by the principal inhabitants setting forth that tlic 
quit-rent is a heavy tax on them and desiring to be relieved from the 
same. As it appears to us that there is reason for the said comjjlaint, 
in consideration thereof and of the tax agreed to be laid on tlie Gentu 
cattle (which will be more tlian tlie whole quit-rent amounts to), resolved 
that from and after hlichaolmas Day the quit-rent shall be i-cduccd to 
one lialf. And several of the inhabitants to avoid p.aying said quit- 
rent having built witliout the town wall, ordered tliat all houses irithin 
cannon shot of the toivn wall pa}’ the same quit-rent in proportion ns 
those built witliin, which will in some measure make amends for what 
we have reduced the otlicrs to. 9310 Secretar}’ is hereby directed to 
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>Bom. Gov. Consultation ICtii Nov. 1742, Tab. Diary IS of 1741-.12, S3G. 

- Court to llombay 28th March 1717 par.a 40. Ctompilntion of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 
1715 - 1721, 140. This is tho Tank Hoiiso used by tho Admiral before 1702. On tho 
20th February 1715 Government boiiglit this house of .Toiin Hill on behalf of the 
Company for Rs. 3000 and on the 0th December 1710 (1715?) Goveniment sold this 
vory property to the very same person for Rs. 180. Warden’s Landed Tenures of 
Bombay, Gov. Sol. LXIV. 83. MB. Bolcctions Vol. 54, 143. 

* Court to Bombay 21sl Feb. 1717 para Gl. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715- 
1721, 150. 
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draw ont a proclamnlion nccowlin^ly. The proulamaiion ordered the 
SOtli ultimo Ixiing drawn out was this day (Srd October 1720) publiEhed 
as uhunK* 


Ground Ttcnt, 
1731. 


1732. 


1731. 


In 1731 au attempt seems to have been made to equalize the quit 
and ground rent. X Consultation of the 3rd Dcccmlicr 1731 records; 
The mcnsiimtion of the ground within Ihctorvn walls at prcscntoccupied 
by the English as well ns Black iuluibitnnts mndc^ by order of Council, 
bj* a committee of tliis Bo.aTd with the assistance of Captain William 
Sannderson clerk of the works .and of Bdmji and Bango Purvocs, is now 
hiid upon the table with n calculate of qnit>rcnt and ground rent at.a 
certain sum the sqnnro }’nrd, wliicb is and lias been bitlicrto paid in a 
manner entirely unnEcertained, whereby, some people linvo been pre- 
judiced and others favoured. To prevent tliis abuse for the future it is 
agreed ibat the EngHsb inluibitints eIuiII hereafter pay the same quit- 
rent for their bouses that they have hitherto been assessed in. But for 
such ground ns they maj' have taken in since the building of their 
bouses or may bcrc.aftcr take in they shall pay an additional quit-rent 
of 6 TCf for each square 3 'ard but be free of ground rent. AH Native 
or Black inhabitants shall pay for the ground that thc^' now occupy or 
sliall licrc.aftcr occupy' n qnifc-rcnt of C res and a ground rent of S res 
for each square yard.® 

In tlio next yc.ar (1732) tlic Bombay' Government went further 
suggesting to the Court that ground and quit-rents should ho remitted. 
In reply, in 1731-, the Court of Directors decide that they cannot 
admit of taking off or abating any of the taxes arhalsoevor.® 

On reedplof this decision, on the 27th September 1734, the Bombay 
Government, referring to their order permitting the discontinuance 
of the invymcnt of ground and quit-rents, observe: The Ilonoumble 
Company, in the 52nd p.ar.agraph of their Inst commands, having been 
pleased to order that the ground and (juit-rent bo collected from the 
time it has been discontinued (1732), it is directed tliat the receiver of 
the revenues give in an account of the said duty' from that time next 
Council day for our coming to a resolution thereon.* 


On the 4th October 1734 on rcceidng the required Informaiiou the 
Board obsen'o : The Collector of the revenues delivers in an account 
of tlie amount of the ground and quit-rent since June 1732, the time 
they have been discontinued, being Rs. 10,504-2-21^. Directed that ho 
recover the same from wliom duo and tliat the Secretary scud him an 
order accordingly,® 


In December 1734 the people petitioned against this order. Their 
request runs : The petition of the mcTchants and other principal inhn- 


> Bom. Gov. Consultation 30th Sept, and 3rd Oct. 1720, Puh. Diary I of 1720, UO- 
141. Forrest’s Homo Series, H. .33. 

* Bom. Gov. Consultation 3rd Dec. 1731, Pub. Diary 4 of 1731, 164. Bov. Diary 22 
of 17GS, 20G3. 

® Court to Bombay loth March 1734 para &2. Comp, of Standinf; Ord, Vol. 1 of 
1716-1721, 166. On the 6th March 1736 para 71, and agtUn on tho Cth >1000017 
1737 para 60, this order is confirmed. Ditto, IBS, 169. 

* Bom. Gov. Consultation 27th Sept 1734, Pub. Diary 7 of 17.14, lOOl 

* Bom. Gov, Consultation 4th Oct. 1734, Pub. Diary 7 of 1731, 180. 
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AJSD ISLANP. 

bitauts of Bombay most humbly sheweth that in the month of July 
1 782 your petitioners did in behalf of themselves and the poor inhabit 
ants of this island represent to the late Honourable Pmsident and 
* Council the hardship and’discouragement lliej’^ laboured under in paying 
the Honourable. Comi>any the duty of ground and qnib>rent from 
which.they humbly begged to be relieved. To ease the poor people your 
petitioners offered to continue a duty on their trade equal to the amount 
of the said ground and quit-rent as may more fully appear from the 
said petition. Whereupon the said President and Council gratified 
your petitioners in their request and the said duty was accordingly 
relinquished. Soon after the arrival of the last sliips from England the 
receiver of tlie Honourable Company’s revenue, to the ginat grief of 
your petitioners and the rest of the inhabitants, did demand from them 
the arrears of the said duty of ground and quit-rent which many of tho 
poor people are utterly unable to pay. The hire they receive for their 
labour very barely affords them and their families subsistence, and 
the said duty of ground and quit-rent being very discouraging to the 
merchants as well as a great burthen on the poor people, the merchants 
and principal inhabitants do in behalf of themselves and of tho poorer 
sort again trespass on your Honour and Counoilfs goodness humbly 
begging you will be pleased to relinquish the same. As an equivalent 
to tlic Honourable Company they will cheerfully continue such a 
part of the duty they at present pay towards building tlic town wall 
after that work is paid for as may be judged suflicicni to clear the 
amount of the duty or tax. of ground and quit-rent. Yom' petitionci-s 
also bog leave to represent to your Honours that in the first agreement 
between the Honourable Company and tho inliabitants of this island it 
was stipulated tliat in consldcmtion of the annual paymeut of Xcraphins 
20,001) (which pension is now collected) the land tliat Imd been taken 
from any of the inhabitants should be restored and their estates ascer- 
tained when your iictilioncrs conceive it was intended they should not be 
subject to fai-tlier taxes on estates. Notwithstanding which they now 
pay quit-rent for all houses built on their own ground. Also that when 
they made a voluntary gift of Rs. 30,000 (besides the two per cent) 
towards building the town mill they humbly hoped they should not be 
liable to any farther charge for such ground belonging to the Honourable 
Company as they might obtain liberty to build upon, though tlioy are 
now obliged to pay tho heavy duties of both ground and quit-rent. 
Your petitioners relying on your Honourable Companj''B goodness and 
favour, humbly submit their case to your consideration and rest fully 
assured tliat you will grant such relief as will be to the entire satisfac- 
tion of the whole body of your inliabitants.'- 

On tho 27tb December ITS*!) on the above petition the Boai-d 
observe : Read a petition from tho merohants and principal inhabitants 
of this island sctting' forth the great discouragement to them and 
hardship to tlie poor people occasioned by our renewing the ground 
and quit-rent duty. But as our Honourable Masters have positively 
ordered that the arrears bo collected and the duty continued, wo can no 
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oUicrwisc wlievc them tlian b}' rcprc.scnting tlioir ease home, which it 
IB agreed to do bj' the next fhips.* 

Itegarding the quit and ground rent a Coneultation of the 18th 
June 17‘12 records : In the ticcount delivered to the Slst July 1741 the 
rates for people uithin the town wall arc G res the square yard for 
Europeans^ 1 1 rts for others, and 30 res for one Fakir Itaflik Ko. 233. 
Why tliis Ls so we know nojl For those ' without the town wcdl the. 
mle-s arc IS, 30, and 45 tes the square jnrd but why the same differs 
mupt be explained.® 

Ilegaiding the origin of the pension tax a Consultation of the 2oth 
May 1742 records: Jn our Consultation of the 19th of June Inst the 
President and Second undertook to inquire in what manner the pen.sion 
was fn-st settled, how it was assessed, and in the end to discover if it 
was kept up to the original purport or if any augmentation could be 
made. But the shipping from England aniv^ shortly after and other 
business more immediately requiring attention (besides the dtfilculfv of 
obtrining a competent knowledge in tliat concern ns no light or iielp 
could be 2 >rocurcd from any registers remaining and therefore could be 
collected onlj’ from the most intelligent of the inhabitants) unavoidably 
prevented the inqiriry being sooner executed. The President now 
tenders an account thereof from the best information ho can proenre 
and orders it to be inserted hero for reference on any future occasion. 

On the English assuming this island an account was taken of 
the tme value, at that time, of the annual produce of all the lands 
according to which the produce was reckoned to be worth 80,000 Xcraphins 
(Rs, 48,630). The Government judging it to be ncccssisry tluit a taxa- 
tion or what is called pension should be laid, it was agreed that one- 
fourth part of the produce lluit is Xeinphius 20,000 (Rs, T.U,P00) should be 
annuall}’ paid to the Company, Accordingly, as stands particularly 
explained in the registers kept in the Secretary’s oflico and unth the 
Collector of the revenues, up to this day the lc\y has continued since 
tljat time. Hero it is to ho noted that the Company had then no lands, 
and therefore what hatli since come into their hands mnst be rated suit- 
ably, in order, with what others paj', to comidete the 20,000 Xcraphins 
pro-named : 

Xs. tar. rm. 

PoiiBinn in the District of Maliim liNt established.. . 10, ICO 1 37 

Ditto ithin the Bombay District 9S39 1 43 

Total ... 20,000 0 J 

This makes Rs. 10,909 nearest at the rate of 11 Xcraphins to Rs. 6, 
being the manner of reckoning at that time. Taking these accounts 
for July 1741 tliey arc found to stand ns follows ; 

Us, qTB. ICS. Xs. Isr. RS. 

MAhim Pension as per list ... 2002 0 47 that is 0430 1 G44 

, Bombay ditto ... 4i3l 0 70 ditto 7573 2 40) 

Total ... 7003 1 2C that is 13,004 1 31 


t Bom. Oov. ConsnUntioa 27th Dec. 17.34, Piih, Diary 7 of 1734, 240. 
*Bom, Dov. Consnltattoii 16th Jnne 1742, Pub. Dinry 16 of 1741-42, 232. 
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The Companj-'s possessions that have 'come to them since tlie first 
settlement of the pension are here reckoned in order to ascertain and 
adjust the full primitive establishment of 20,000 Xemphins. The 

insult is ; Bg, ygs, Xs, lar. res. 

Compan3’’s Possessions ... 3887 2 87 that is 7127 1 36 

Kxistiiig Payments ... 7093 X 26 ditto 1 3,004 • 1 31 

Total ... 10,081 0 13 -that is 20,131 2 67 

The reason why the total is Xs. 20,131-2-67 and not Xs. 20,000 is 

that at first the dividing of every small share was attended with diffi- 
culty, and as the matter was so insig^nificant the parties consented 
that the overplus of Xs. 20,000 should be taken by the Collector. 
In this manner it has continued ever since as his perquisite and is 
Rs. 71-3-88 at eleven Xeraphins to six rupees.^ 

Between 1726 and 1739 special inquiries in connection with a scheme 
tor the purchase of Bombay hy the Portuguese CJovcmment supply 
interesting estimates of the revenues of the town and island.- Oii 
the 18th January 1727 the Viceroy of Goa, Joao de Saldanha de 
Gama, supplied the King of Portugal with the following details of the 
revenues received from the different divisions of the island : The village 
al^^ea of Mtizgaon, held on quit-rent by D. Sie de Souza e Tavora, 
yielded about 184 miidds of rice and 250 brab palms (palmeiras hraras) 
representing a yearly revenue of Xs. 4000 (Rs. 2 769 A) that is a sale 
value of Xs. 40,000 (Rs. 27,692 The village of Warli (Varoli), 
held oh a quit-rent by Antonio da - Silva, yielded 34 vmdas of lice 
representing a yearly revenue of Xs. 700 and a sale value of Xs. 7000. 
The village of Parel (Patella) with its hamlets pacarias Bhoivdda 
Poinalla and Salgado, once the property of the Jesuits, yielded 154 
mndds of rice and some brab pahim«repreBenting a yearly revenue of 
Xs, 4000 and a sale value of Xs. 40,000. The village of Vaddla and 
its divisions Aivddi and Govfidi, once the property of the Jesuits of 
yielded 76 mudds of rice and some brab palms together 
representing a yearly revenue of about Xs, 1900 and a sale value of 
Xs. 19,000, The village of Ndghon, once the property of the Jesuits, 
with a produce of 42 mvdds of rice and some unimportant brab palms 
representing together a yearly rent of about Xs. 1000 and a sale 
value of Xs. 10,000. The village of Matunga (Matuquem) yielded 
65 mudds of rice and 100 brab palms representing a yearly rent of 
Xs. 1700 and a sale value of Xs, 17,000. The village of Sion (Siao), 
once the property of Miquel MnzzeUo Coutinho, yielded 54 mudds 
and a few brab palms representing Xs. 1400 a year and a sale value of 
Xs. 14,000. DhArdvi, once the property ©I the Jesuits, a sub-division 
pdkhddi of Sion, yielded 8 mvdds of rice and some binh palms 
representing a yearly revenue of Xs. 225 and a sale value of Xs. 2000, 
The hamlets of Bamanavali and Coitem (to the north of Paiel), once 
the property of the Jesuits, yielded 15 mudds of rice and had some brab 
pahns representing a yearly rent of Xs. 400 and a sale value of Xs. 4000, 


• Bom. Gov. Consultation 25th May 1742, Pub, Diarj- 15 of 1741-4® 25C-®.»9 
- Compare O Chron. de Tissnario, I, 130 and II. 14. 
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The Kaslw of Bombav, iKc property of varions people, had 40,000 coeoa 
pal ms wer 111 Xs. 0 to 5Cfl. 9 each th.a*t is a salo \ altie of nhont X|. 3,00,000. 

St mc plots of land yielded 8 to 10 vituliis of rice rcprcEcnling Xa. 224 
n yo.ar .and some Falt-rice land paid n quit-rent of Xs. 200. Tliatisforlha ' 
town of Bombay an cstinmUd yc.arly rental of Xs. 30,424 representing 
n sale value of Xs. 3,04,240. The ICaeba of Malnm had 70,000 cocta 
palms of which nbout 23,000 belonged to the English Company, 
h'omc gardens and paddy fields which have fallen to the Company 
fr<itn want of heirs 3 'icMcd 592 inuiJih of rice. The Company has also 
land yielding IB nnrfds of rice once Jesnit property- and other lands 
yielding 18 trinUts once held by other quit-rent p.iyers. That is a total | 
yearly rental of about Xs. 50,000 representing a sale value estimated ' 
nt nbout Xs. 5,00,000. 

13e.<-idcs the land yielding rice and jialms Kauli in ^ffttiinga Ins salt 
pans j-ielding .‘>0 ratis or heaps of salt representing a yearly rent of 
Xs. 1200 and a purchase value of Xs. 12,000. In Siwri and Vadnla 
were Fait pan.s belonging to tbe Company yielding 34 rasis or heaps 
representing a ycatlj* rent of Xs. 1100 and a 6.110 value of Xs. 11,000, . 
Also sonie private salt j-vins jnelding 9 to 10 rthts ropre.'tontjng a j’early 
outturn of Xs. 35U. Near the west of the island the point called ' 
Knlco (Koliib.'i) j-ieldcd the Company Xs. 4000 to Xs. 6000 a yc.ir. 
Bomlwv, M/ir.gaon, Warli, Parel, Sion, and DharAvi liad KolivadAs 
or Koli lininlcts which together >-ioUlcd about Xs. 7000^ a year. At 
hlAbim and nt Bombay were two Bandvastaos or distilleries where Bin 
juice or sura of bran and cocoa palms was made into country spirit 
yielding an estimated yearly revenue of Xs. 2000 representing a sale ' 
value of Xs. 20,000. In 1668 the customs of Bombay'^ and SIAliim 
■were rented for Xs. 00,000 and in 1708 for Xs. 62,000. In 1726 they 
weie only Xs. 62,000 the fall being due to a reduction in the dut’os 
on articles of food. The tobacco farm yielded Xs. 49,000 ; and the tax 
on arrack about Xs. 12,000, The quit-rent of the ground yielded 
Xs. 3000. The farm of the ferries at Mdhim and Sion Xs. 1 2,000. 
The revenue from oil food spices cotton and Ihhig had lately been 
reduced. These estimated yearly revenues may be thus summarised ; ■ 


Bomhag Btuial, 17S7. 
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Qnnd Tsial Snnphins S,3!I,£!)S.* 



* A statciacat (it imfic M2 of Vbl. B of Uiipuhlifllicd B^conls printctl in litsbon xn 
18Gd, glMiS tho rovenoca of tlio ialnwl in i637 "when Giiiiir.1t ccactl Boni'b.'iv to ihOv, 
J’ortiipncse. Tho 1537 totals nro reannrknbly small. The drtaila arc ; Jlldlilm jbaitil, 
2t. lOaS, Customs, Xs, 1233; Mfisgaon, Xs, 300. Mombayim, Xs. COS j Total, Xs. 3335. 
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As regards the value of the fortresses the Viceroy wrote : The Castle 
cf Bombay has sis modem bastions begun in' 171(5 and well defended 
with artillery. The fort called Dongri opposite the city is of small 
importance. Mdzgaon Fort with a garrison of one sergeant and 24 
men has small bastions and three guns. The fort of Siwii or Snri, 
on the shore in front of the Siilsette village of iVIaula, has a garrison of 
50 sepoys and one snbhcdar, and eight to ten guns. Sion facing 
Knrla has a small tower and one breast- work with nine to ten guns, 
60 soldiers and one captain, l^ltlhim on the shore in front of Bdndra 
lias three bastions and thirty guns with 100 soldiers. Varli on the 
high point facing the chapel of Our Lady of the Mount has seven to 
eight guns, one ensign and 25 soldiers. The island of Patecas, that is 
Bnteher’s Island, annexed to the village of Mnzgaon does not t'icld any 
revenue. In 1722 General Charles Boone began a fort now (1727) 
perfect with six or seven guns and a garrison of about seventy lascars *■ 

Regarding the means by which the required purchase money could 
be raised the Viceroy writes ; It seems to me that it will be enough 
to pay the capital of the revenue (which at ton 5'ears' pnrc.iase 
would represent about Xs. 24.00,000) by permitting your Christian 
subjects to biij’' the -properties. As on account of poverty the 
Christians could not produce more than Xs. (or pardaos) .7,' O.UOO 
or 0,00,000, j-our IMajcsty should allow the Iliudus to buy the 
remainder continuing to them the privileges allowed them by 
the English. This is convenient not only with the object of 
raising money, but because many of those at present in the 
island fled there from j'our ^lajesty's estate, because of the horror of 
the Inquisition. As these men have attracted the commerce of Asia to 
the island, if they go they will take the trade with them, and thus 
your Majestj-'s custom house would become quite useless. The Fatners 
of the Company (Jesuits) n-ill require the restitution of their revenue. 
I submit that your Srajcst3’ should not make them this grace unless 
ihej' paj' their value for which thej* have sufficient means. If ^'our 
Majestj' allows them to buj- all these properties I believe in their own 
interests they will not hesitate. Vith regard to tlic p.ij-ment of tne 
fort and buildings it seems to me not possible without 3-our Jlajcsty's 
help. I remember that the Clivistion Armen»ans ha\o sent a petition 
to the Goveniment of Iiidi.a, asidng tliem for an harbour whence 
tbe3* could make a fort for defence submitting to regular laws. As the 
Armenians arc oppressed 1)3' all nations both European and Asiatic, 
I doubt not the3' will embrace this concession when it is proposed. 
If the Armenians do not, then 3'our Majesty will have to satisfr' this 
amount tlirough the Ro3'al Treasury- sending the money in dollars 
which yields 5U per cent premium or in some other coin which mi^ht 
yield 30 per cent. In order that your Majesty- may recover this 
expense, it can be arranged by rnc.-ms of obtaining from tlic custom 
house so much per cent to be collected and sent to Lisbon in articles 
which might bring profit. 
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Chapter VIII. At a Consultation of the 2Gth August 1737 the Board write : Our 
Eoven^o and Hononvahle Master6,in paragraph 4 4 of their commands by the Grafton, 

Finance. hoing plcnficd to take notice of our omitting to send our promised 

remarks on the several branches of the revonnes of this island, the 
r.Bviimn^Uetnili, Pregidcnt observes that such omission was owing to our being convined 

*" from the cxainiimtion then made that nono of the articles would u'dl 

admit of Ibc least augmentation without actually becoming a grievance 
to tlio traders!. This indeed w.n9 hinted to our llonourahlc Masters in 
paragraph 143 of our address by the A'i’af/ U'ilUam whexein wo gave it 
os our opinion that their revenues were then on a verj' good footing. . 
At the same time seeing that, since the arrival of the Grafton, the ^ 
abstracts of the revenues had been laid before the President, he made 
the following remarks upon each article : 

1. Hcuts and revenues under tlic care of tlio Collector *»• s- ««• j 
include the following articles : 

(«) Tohacco Rent. — Let out to the hivhwil bidder for the sole 
liberty of selling countiy tobacco to the inhabitants. As tlic 
lohaceo fanii is e.vpos>cd to sale in the most public and open 
iiiaiincr, and as every pi-rsoit who thinks ii piofit can he mode 
by renting the farm ih at liberty to bid ; the nugiiiPntation_op 
decrea..e of tins article €lej>oncIs cntircljr on the i^nMimption 
of tolsieco amongst our inlinbitants. It is yearly let out at 

present for 29,225 0 0 

(6) Atratk Rent, — ^For the eolo liberty of svlling parrinr 
nrrnek and toddy to the inlmbit.nnls. Had this article been 
jnit up to public sale it might possibly hnvo let out for more 
than the Bhand&ris give. But whether that had been pru* 
dent under the dangerous couBeqiicnccs set forth in ConsuUa* 
tion tlic 12tli July, must be kuhniittcd to our Honourable 
Mnsterv. It is now let to tho BhniidilriK fur Hs. 12,000 a year, 

ibougii the last three years it yielded annually 14,300 0 0 

(c) Old ll'entan’s Jtland. —This island has been farmed to 
Mr. Hichord Hronghtoii upon lease for tueniy^^ne years. His 
time does net expire till July 1 743, tilt when no nllctntion can 

be made in this article. Hs yearly rent is 200 0 0 

(<fl Jfafo6«r mil , — This hill has been farmed to the highest 
bidder for the term of three j cars, being the most certain 
method of lotting it for what it is worth. This article will 

not admit of augmentation 131 0 0 

(<■) Broil Trent on Rntehcr^e Jtland. — These trees have 
been let to Mr. Bichaid llollomore, who constantly resides 
there. And ns no inhabitant upon this islaud will farm them, 
and there being no people on Butcher's Isl.and except the 
Boldicro and their families, we arc obliged to let said ticcs for 

wli.at anybody will give 15 1 0 

(/) Pen SI 0 ) 1 .— This was agreed to by the inhabitants in 
1072 and was then settled at Xs. 20,000 (Rs. 10, OOP). Since 
that tinio scvonil oarta and batty grounds being forfeited to 
tho Ilonoumble*Conipany, the pension was proportionnbly 

lessened and it last year umonDted to 7228 3 78 

As this article is in pursuance of an oiig,agcmcut made with 
tho inhabitants when the island cnnio into tho possession of 
llio English, and ns it has so long been punctually observed, I 
cannot think we ought to infringo the same by an alteration. 

(g) Romliw!/ Coolety.~Tlio produce of this article arises « 

•■hielly from a head tax collected from every Koli for the 
liberty of fiihiiig and fol lowing other occuiiations. Tlic 
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remainder is tlie amount of sundry small tributes collected ^s. q. res. 
by the overseer. The whole for the last year being ... 1012 1 05 

The head-money paid by the fishing IColis is Es. 3 to Rs. 4 
a year-. It is specially for those who follow callings other than 
fishing. The palanquin Kolis (whoso w.uges are only Es. 3 
a mouthl pay the same as the fishenaeu, which one instance 
we think will servo to show this article is not capable of being 
increa«ed without oppressing those poor men in too great 
a degree as they have for a long time past mado heavy 
complaints of their burtlicn. _ 

(7i) ilTdcyaoji Cooler i /. — 'This item arises in the aume manner 
and the same remarks arc applicable to this as the foregoing. 854 0 29 
(t) Pelfy TrtbuCa. — 6*alt and Batty pounds. The xjcrsons 
who make the salt in the pita_ belonging to tho Honourable 
Company pay either at a certain rate of each pit or the half 
of what they actually make. The price of the salt is settled 
according to the times and circumstances, and the way of 
collecting the revonue arising from this article having hy 
experience hcon found the most beneficial to tho H onournldo 
Company, I presume they will continue it and think half tho 
jiroduce of the salt ]iits a suffleient quota, tlicv being at no 
other charge than making tho pits and keeping them in repair. 

The batty grounds in general belonging to the Honourable 
Comp-niy are cultivated hy the Uuiibis and their produce is 
equally divided between tho Honourable Company and them. 

The loia or estimate of tlic whole prodnee of the Oumiiany’s 
batty grounds is computed in_ a good season to be 516 viudils 
1 pharda and adhoUe ; but in case of a bad season a renson- 
nhlo abatement is alwaysflllowod. That is tlieCompany receive . 
half the real produce of the grounds instead of the settled 
rate. And ns tho lands are cultivated at the expense of tho 
ICunbis I cannot but c&teeiu half their net produce a sufficient 
rent for the grounds. 

The tributes from tho niianddris for drawing toddy from 
tho Com])aiiy'8 trees, from the_ Kolis of Warh and bion for 
fishing, and the rent of sundry hills and small pieces of ground, 
are according to ancient e-stablishmcnt and will not therefore 
admit of alteration. These articles last year nmouii ted to ...11,188 2 27 
O') Qnil and Ground Itent . — The houses within the town 
wall p.ay annually for every square yawl 6 res quit-rent and 
6 res grauiid rent. Those without the wall pay 5 res quit- 

i-eiit and 4 res gi'ound rent! ... ^ 0161 1 40 

I am so fur from thinking this nn improvnblo article that 
I am convinced of tho great hurtlivii it is to the jioorer inho- 
bitants and am in some hopes our Uonoumblc Olnstcrs will 
he induced to relieve them upon considering our second re- 
presentation of their case in paragraph 98 of our letter of tho 

30th September 1736. 

Total ... 70,116 2 69 

Deduct— Hha salaries and wages to the scvornl officers and 
servants employed in collcctuig tbo above revenues 3851 2 68 

Net amount of the Collector’s list for 1735-36 ...66,205 0 1 

2. Customs : " 

(a) Imports and Exnorta . — ^All goods imported and sold 
pay 3 per cenfr unless tlicy have already paid duties at Surat 
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' This paragrox>h is incorrect. Tho Collector's Rent Roll for Quit and Ground 
Bent 1728 - 1737 shows a total for 173G-.16 of Its. 5461-1-40 ns in tho text. Tho rates 
in the town arc 6 res and 11 rts and outside of the town 15, 30, and 45 res ns stated 
at imgc SOI. 
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I r CV.iitV'iv Th« «nJy rifrj.tJon Jo iM» S pj-r cf^nt dnlt U in P-* 

Jin' r i'* »if M«h*lrp nrtjrli t v)./y ,• irm ■trinJi iti, < f 

flu- aU'l <#f < tfirln i»s ilE 

ill tnot litnl n>i‘I ii to rfi-cint 

nftkV* ft'r ! TimtK-r frr'«, t"lArr.> !< j*r f* {tr\', 

t; jwr fj-i.t, j. ff-, t '\p i* }>■ r cf lit, j'latefn'fjtipium 
0 pt'r rt t,!. cuuntrjr* iroti 1* |H r 'il. 

A »J r^p irt «>H lh« il wJii'h 

0 f,‘ ti—‘ ' -irt to iJi'* j-ln'i'I, t.am-'v,' p'-rc^nl, pttaia 

ft |;«>r •••'lit, r •''! »• }»T ro'it, ritt I'rt r<T t^r.t, r-omiiuti 

1‘ i' rv-iitifl itli mwl' «ia 1.1 (<r r,|ii, fin'Jrjr oiht'r 

fi'Jr, ftj >| fts^ttri/ I' p r OTIl. 

Tti»' » I"! H iiabiV jaj'J by ibo »n- rn<-rpiMl tm 

tl'l,* ft*i ftt fine p'lft n» I'mli's. \Vli‘ a it m 
tbnt p' '•!•* I to'iijl.t frini Jb’ttrn! I.no niri aily p.^M a r\n»*u?*ip« 
amI if rtjxtft'fl Imiiiv- tf, 1*, r»i.t piy Asi'trl.f f iJiity 

ut III »i pj'i'"". »o f inf-ot n'lpp »<« til” n<'t o'lrabV (,Vrtip ny 

tiill iliiii'i It .»b!r- to aii-ttuMjt t'li' f Ilf witbr.tjt talztti!? 

off (111* f*lj«i. In UiM fi-'ixft wf tra'If ft Hior** <l!'i»l*‘ati' 
f.i'* t tb..t» thf M.«iiis«l.'», l.'viii*; I itil til" MiybM’ii 

tlilliri ftt rttif ,.f bi4 ar<» nt lib-rty totarry tbfir |•r>t>-Jl» t/y 
nil tile f. •*. e i'.iun the trtr ct*'l*'(h fre". W,- ax'. rip- ti* 
rt.ee fillirto til it ll.e f|nn nt.’blf I’elliJ'liy .itf the 
IJ'.jit T* hj the prhatr tral >«3rrir(l fft bj H-f nttRiiylt in luiiia. 

'J’l'f nin.. Hit <>{ tfi5« wriHe in irit‘«rjit C3,sr.t 

(^) V' t‘» t’tf T.—yt IfVil/.—All y'VMl- iiiiparlfil by 

tl.r ceiutjtry Oierflmit* (• »c«*pt iti tlirt»‘.Hi!i«t nhipx) jny 12 per 
rent ' ... ... ... ... _ ..._ ... ^ ... _ ... He'SO 

'J'hNtoiifi nail iliuy nn*. volimt/itih p.iM by tin* in* nViin'ii* 
of Ibi'iibay to ibfiay the rtp'tisf <t iiiiiUliiix tl>f 'I'otvn Wnlb 
‘Ibiy ii'i floiiUt ftp.rtfd wlii-a tbf ry*J nm tepiiil, they wonM 
be nliere-l from Uit.4iity, iliomrh i li. Itero tliryiimy Ik* pro- 
voiliil ■niniiijilj to wiiiiivinf tlir 52 p r cttil, if «i»t noiwumhif 
pt.'tiiy’ftuni in rrlir<jiii»iiiiiir tlir ('Miiin<l mnl unit 
^•f^lt, I ftm iiiclimol to Itopr o«r Jln»Um will ncuo to iliw 
propo lb The ibflrmn'e will hfi preatly in tbfir nril 

hy lU-ir conip'ior.eo thclxKly <»f out lacrrli.nnt'* u iU be praliilt'l 
niul "iir iio-jr »• l.ev*.! 

((•/ /bt'y ft,f' fffft ft«(7.?i'syer t.rtr f>'»/flei ~T}iU (July 

il r lUiv'.e’il oil nil PihhU iiiip-irtrtl ; il wai oiiiciiviillj yivcti 
tovnnli liillciinp tb" Cl.nrrh rinl wJu’ti the I'liurcb win 
(ini-lietl (17181 tlic ujercl.'>iin> bop'll U tviiiiM bf t'ken off. It 
Iin unre i«'i.n appUvtl to tbe Ou^iom Uoifenml other »■> rvir** 

AJ p' r C'-n: bemp rollrcti>l upon nil iniii<<rt<i wilhoiit r.-pir.it- 
iiip Ihi'' «bi!» ftiim lb" re.tl ewtonn. TIi" tmibm n‘f«i to 
<1( ipiir of Im'iup r>'lie\oii from thin ffiiiy. tb ■iis;b wbrti n 
(lonotinii of tJi.it kirtl i« ni.uin tliov lluuk it oiipht tobeftppbVil 
to iio Ollier «H.. mill ought not lo.b" TOiititi'if>l ttftir the wotk 

for tvliieb till- (liny n.m finit levied i* completed PJPS 

(rf) HVot/iiiiy «mf .t/cojiKr.nje —All good..! wrigliPtl 
or mcnitiri'd ni the Curioin Iloii»e pay J per f’lil on their 
v.alu'' over niid nliove the cii«loim 'rontribiitioti. Tlii* in 
effect itlore!^?e^ the custom to 3J jvr cent. Tliis duty was 
Inid on by tbo Into IVs-eidonl nnil Council niid htn’ b'Tn 
eubmitted to by tbo tmders in Benersil who do not pretend 
to dipputo tlio Uonoumble Coinpnny'n power of IcTying^d 
continuing^ wltni duties they please on^tbe trade c.-ifried on 
tinder, llieir protection. In ajiUo of this whether the over- 
burlhrn of it will not hiiTo ft bail effect nnd lossfri the Cos* 

toms ruvciiaois referred to our Uonourable MjisIcm 2627 

(e) Jliijy on /'ejincr exported from Ua CeoH-Foctonet.—l 
cannot but confess 1 think this pepper duty a b.trdsbip on tbo 
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JSnpliali trodere ivho alono nro subject to it. I ftpprcliend tlie 
oiiginnl design of the tax was to lesson fbo espoit of popper 
on account of private persona from the Honourable Compiiny’s 
settlements. Ilut it has been tiikcn in n mucli more unlimited 
sense ; for this duty is collcctod on nil pepper sold hy tho 
ISnglisli traders in any of the Uonunrablo Company’s sottle- 
nient>>, though bought from stioh pai'ts of tho const ns noways 
interfere with our Honourable Jtnstcrs’ trade. Nny tho duty 
WHS carried even further nil d collected on pepper bought nt 
Oucliin and sold in Chinn. From this wc were obliged to dedst 
on tho Dntoh threatening to deny us the liberty of their port. 

As at this time nil merchniits (except those under the English 
protection) onu buy popper nl" Kui'Wdr, Onor, Cochin, nnd 
other parts of the const where our Honourable Mnsters have 
not settlements, nud sell it nt nny market in India without 
paying this additional duty, tho levy puts the English on n 
worse footing ns regards pepper than nny other merchnnls, 
oven than the Moors or Banians. It is to be hoped tho Hon- 
ournblo Company taking tho same into their consideration 
will he pleased to relievo them by Inking it off 

(/) TSfxise on Pitnr/i iToi'scs. — ^Liquors sold by retail pay nn 
excise os follows: Goa nrinck, Bs. 15 the hogshead ; Europe 
wine of nil sorts, Be. 1 the dozen ; Perein wine. Its. 5 the 
cheat; Hrnms in ensoa, Bs. 5 the cose; Brandy nnd Beer, 

Be. i the dozen. Considering the expense^ of house rent nnd 
servants wastage and dnmsge, nnd tiio prime enst of liquors 
the nhovo duties nro ns much os tho Punch-house keepem 

enn really nlTord to pay 1310 1 81 

(p) Ooinaffe J)u({f.—in pursuance of the ITonotirabIc Com- 
pany’s orders tho coinage duty was nettled nt 1 per cent. 

This duty will not bear nugmcnling since silver may ho coincil 
in Surat upon iic.ar ns good terms os in our mint. It is there- 
fore undoubtedly tho Honourable Comp-anj-’s interest nnd 
that of this island in general to cnconrago tno merchants to 
lii’ing their money hy coining it for them to more ndvnntngc 

than c.an he doiio'clscwlicro 12,17*1 2 18 

(A) Convoy Duty . — Tins i.s collected on small vessels be- 
longing to the island' (that do not p.ay tonnage) nccording to 
tho following latcs : Those under 100 I'/iandis, Bs. 10; from 
100 to 100, Ka. 16 ; from 100 upwards. Bn. 20. ■%’'o8'iels pay 
tbi.a duty every trip and some bents mnko two, others three, 
voyages in a season. As upon such boats the convoy duty 
amounts to moro th.an the tonnage, I think it is for tho Com- 
pany's interest not to attempt to eiilmncc this duty ... ... 1200 0 0 

(i) Pier anti Wafer fFoy.— All prirsto ships that toko in 
water at this port pay Be. 0 qrs. 1 res 60 n ton for tho same. 

The nmoiiiit of tho duty is small nnd will not admit of nny 
considerable addition ... ... — — ... ... 387 3 37 

O’) Aecowit Freight. — This nrticlo is very nncerlnin. Goods 
are freighted on such terras ns can be settled. All gold nnd 
silver belonging to bl.ack merchants brought on the Com- 
pany’s ships or vessels from Persia or the Bed Sea, pay 2 per 
cont nnd from Basra 27 tho thon^nnd, and wlmt bclniigs to tho 
Company’s covenant servants p.ayB 1 per cent. Should this 
dnty bo augmented tlio merchants would freight on other ves- 
sels on more easy terms. It is certainly the Company’s intcrcat 
to continiio tho ralo as hitherto. The encouraging tho incr- 
clmnts to freight their money to this inland is of very great 
conscqucnco to tho llonournblo Company ns well ns to tho 
merchants of the place. For tho greatest pari of tho eilvor 
freighted on tho Company’s vessels is coined in our mint; 
whereby the Company rcceiro nn ndvantogc, 'besides tho 
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rrcichl. Ami tiip iiitkprji tor* of ^iIt/r brinp fr^nfmlly f”* •> o-i 
lUf nnrtlicru iui'trl«Mif^rxp''irl i»mr (lio ntii'>unt of ji isi 
j’lMitln v.brli t» 5iil« lo tli» !■* rM fit of thr j.Uod nnd tlir ini n b“(j 
of III"* HosimiroWo J-'miipTfiy** ruii.ifn t ... .. ...13,2C', 0 y, 

U) Ti.it-t.nijf rtf linttA -tij and .S‘'!i’rt/,— All Ill’ll 

tiilio our p-if I jiiy Itr, I til" t«n to lit" (‘onijiin), wlsi. h duty 
ii *!•<» rillii'tnl III til.’ Itliftii.)) fnifn tlio otfii r I iilr of 

Jtirlit. AI*'J ftll firtTiKo III fl " itilnf.ii-tit’< of 

< ‘iilcli, .Siii'l, Mill I fW p'fki'i-i tin' »>• liG*'! to fjil.r imt j’-, "* flinl 
|.»y itn' unl (hiir of Ho, l n ton. Mniir nf tfi"’.’' protili’ ihin't 
It ii’fy liir.l ti>*l»« iiljli/i d to titl" o'lr Ji'i’”' on •iif« f.rit;'', 
flat without jn»s» ili"it N and Ivmtii tiiniM l"> 
laiaf" ln>tn fltiv of th" |>ita*"i ivji'i iiAi "t fill* _ 'lli.r"- 

fon- 11 tilll li« piti'lrtit In iitt<-iiift inr-fra'iri’ Ihi* 

nrticl" I'f tin* flrtturtimliti’ Cint|\Mit’« ti vnmo and il’o 

■wholi' by dl»X>t*tinK tl.i*" truli-ia inii»t li*‘ mhioilti’tl to th.jr 
f«iiiid"tjil:<iii. Am 'iml ri’lo'f.t. d liriti nnd Rt 8i»fnt inlTH-'i-rP. Cl?-} 3 0 
;1 (’ll. .itiiifi (ti.'f Q\tU ItfiO.— Tln'pnidiii'i'of tfiiiinlfnla i» 
liltir titur" ItiRn tlin nmnunt of tlio ro.' •.itiiit’i add nt pntdii' 
o'lirry, whir’ll jiirlhod I tliii It will not Riliiilt of no ntt.’r.ilii>n 
for til" liotti r. 'tin* n’Vi'ntii* nri.tni; fnimlhr rmall pii-.o* of 
\ncnnt yriiimd in nnd c-i’atjRm.W'. to th" o’lrt* lit niif for 
lil'iiitini; KT»’i'!i*, do.’* nlniost il.fmr thr chnrK'* of looVinir 
iifltr till* onrt" nnd kr.’piotj tlio wrlN niid «ntor’r')iir*i'* in 
ffpoir. Till’ ii"t nmonnt of llii* tirtic'p in 173>V3fi ... 7J2tl 3 C 
•f. Stimt onA (iit tKtij Csurv’nf . — A* tJii* ili'm i* ndtifyof 
C|"’rc"tii <in all ftooda liwportiHl and rtiurtid lit ni!<l from 
olltirrof tlin«" plari'* liy 111" iradrrii wndcrtiip ilimmirnldi’Cnm* 

|miy> protncilon.whicli tvilli oilier rim r^"<iiniount to u|iwftril» 
fit 10 par cent oil flio Kro«<i mN”', I pnoume oor llonwiimMo 
Moatora will not lldnk Cl to ili*cotinij;c the jirivato tradu by 

nn nu/rmpnfntion of thr*a dntir* S7,2IC 2 25 

f>. Haffy pnaluml tiy aaU ytinind’i not iiicludrtl in tli" f*’*!- ' 

Irrlot’a li*t, lint nriain;; nflrr itic ranir iniiiin"r a* ttir p-vpiiu" 

of the Ollier Intiy (;ri)itnil<i 42 ” 2>> 

Savi’wl pwri* of tho pronnd rrcovrrtd l»v the llrorh or 
Vollard are now licina itiM''nrtcl l.y tlio Terrad irrs nnd Mill !«■ 
ili.friliufril ftiii.inp ancli of fb" inlmliitnnt^ n* nn* itiniiij; to 
cultiintc til. m on thr bril tviro* thatimn lir ohlnined. Aa tlia 
Ground brc-iinc* fn’-lirn.’d by tlir min»f I lii'ji" tlii* article will 
Ui linir ndiiiit of prent iinpVovrnirnt to tbo Ilonotirable Cnin- 
pany'p ndrniit.tcc, 

C. Arciiiiiit l'inr*« ... ... ... ... liOO 0 0 

7. Coiifi'c-'iiion* ... ... ... 

8. Acroiiiii lnt"n'*t ... .. ^ ... 0314 1 2 

Tin fi lliroi’ nrlicira drpcndinc ontindy np >n .’iccitlcnl«,il ir 

not in our ponor to iniprorc tlicm. 

Abfi* —The lolnl net tTvanurn of Honibay, inelndinG llie lon- 
iiitGo collcrii’d at Surnt nnd thr Cimtonia at U.nt tnnn rnd 
O.imli.'iy, on cIobp of booLa I- fr cndiiip July 1738 «• per tlio 
ncconntnnt'a Abetraut rent ovir llonoiitnblo Mnsirra by the 
iryniffinin and Aunn, ia lla. 23U,i'’£2'0’2. Tlirro I* n dillrrcncc 
bctwrcji till* nnd tlio plicrt nla-ltnct of R«. 17 J, Ihi* sum Wing 
added in rniil abstract to the nnionnt of tht Ooltcclor's Ii*t 

tlioiigli tbircin included. 

Tot. 'll ... S,3hOS3 0 2 
Tho Bcvcial members oC the Soard having in courfo duly examined 
the above remarbs on every arHclp tliinb they are just and tliorofore 
unanimously concur in opinion 1x1111 ibo President, and it is agreed 
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that tlio same may bo submitted to the consideration of our Honour- 
able Masters.^ 


In 1727 Government decided to bare tlie waste p^round near Lack 
Bay planted with .trees. With the view of carrying out this Reso- 
lution a Consultation of the 2dth April 1728 records : Our Consulta- 
tion of the 28th July last (1727) agreed to make oyer the Back Bay 
waste to such persons as would plant tho same with cocoanuts for 
the consideration there specified. The waste land along Bock Bay being 
now divided into five parts an indenture is passed to each party 

But as people fail to show the same readiness to occupy the waste 
ground in the oarts of Mdliim^ it is resolved that the same be planted 
on the Honourable Company's account. When tho planting is complete 
tho receiver is to give in a list of the number of trees jilanted to be 
entered in Consultation. The grant of tho waste lands in Back Bay 
was in each c/isc confirmed by an indenture.^ 

' Bom. Gov. (Consultation 2Gth Aiig. 1737t Pub. Diaiy 10 of 173G-37i 107 > 207. In 
1751 them were salt pnnajii-Neig"”g.-AiitviI^T’cgamban, Chandsni, Uronli, Calloy, 
Poymory, Co<azbao, Kauli, and Shailch Misri. Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 21G • 2i7. 

» Tho details nro ; 


To Antonio dc SItva : one piece called Dagourl to contain 125 

Tvto-thiida of onothcr callclTDiulnurrto contain 100 trees ... 100 

To Ufitnji Pun-oe : one nlceo called Massari to contain 100 trees, lOO 

One plcco Jaaraurl to contain ... ... ... 133 

To Jcslnc Ranclihod and rdnduJI PosJI : one piece called 
Itanaurl to contniii ... ... ... .« 3C3 

One piece Muga Varl to contain ... ». «. 100 

To Mor£rfI Fnrvoc < two-tlilrda ol a picee of ground called 
Dadauri to contain trees ... ... .» ... lOZ 

Onc-tbird of a ground called Fotto Mari to contain ... 04 

To Dliarma OlldJI : a piece of ground called Dagoorl to contain 100 

One plcco called Mosiourl ... ... ... ... 101 

One iileco Kalkon'ry ... ... ... ... 76 

Onc-tlilrd of tho ground called Pattamari ... ... 43 


S25 


S23 


S03 


230 


318 


Total, Palmyras ... 1355 

’ Tbc details of one of these indcntuies are : 

This indenture under the 2Sth day of March 1728 and in tlio Grst year of the reign 
of our Sovereign OcorgoII. by the grace of God of Great Britain France nnd Ireland, 
King, Ddicndcr of the Fitith, by nnd botvreen tho Honourable W. Phipps Esq. Presi- 
dent ond Governor, and Council of Bombay for and on behalf of llio Bight Hononrablo 
United Company of Morcliants of England trading to tho East-Indics of tbc one part and 
Antonio do SSilvo, inlinbilant of Bombay, of the other part. Witnessetb that the said 
President and Council upon tho corenants nnd agreements hereafter mentioned have 
doa’ised, granted, nnd to farm letton unto the said Antonio dc Silva ids heirs esoentors 
administrators nnd assigns a piece or parcel of waste land called Degonri (Dcgilv&di) 
sitnato in the Bach Bay, whereon is newly planted or about to bo planted 125 palmyras 
haying for boundaries cast the oart Dassonry (DasIlvGdi) belonging to .Tiji Moody and 
tho oart Carvel belonging to tho said Antonio do Silva, west tho highway, south 
0 . passago and tho oart llanonry (B^invddi), belonging to .Tesing Rnnchhod nnd 
Pdndaji Posji. And also on tins third part of a piece of gronnd called Dadouri 
(Dddyadi) situate in tho said Back Bay, whereon is now or is about to bo planted 100 
palmyras being hounded on tho oast with tho oart nnd a radri belonging to Diinrqua nnd 
Ignatio do Sons, west with tho highway, south with tho other two-thirds of tho said oart, 
and north with a passage. To haro or to hold tho said pieces or xiarcels of ground unto 
* said Antonio do Silva Ids heirs executors administrators arid assigns forever, 
- yielding and paying unto the said President and Connell or their saccessors at tho end 
nnd expimtion of ton ycjirs from tho date hcrcof>a yearly rent charge of fifteen cocoanuts 
a tree, mting tho cocoanuts nt Rs. 20 per 1120, nnd from the date hereof until tho end 
B 1000—40 
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Begaiiling the proposed plantation at ^fuhim a Consultation o£ llie I 
21st June 1728 jccoids: Our icsolution of the 26th of last April I 
determines that the irastc giound in Mdhim woods shall he planted I 
with cocoanut trees andfuitlier orders a suricj' and calculate to he made fl 
of the cvpenso ditiing the nine 3 ’Cars bcfoic the trees mil lencli perfec- 
tion. A report is now brought in c.alcu]ating the expcn=c of 1 200 tree, 
during nine j'cais to be about Rs. 4500, and further that ouing to 
the bail onness of the land and the nearness of salt uater the «ud 
plantation will not then bo worth more than Rs 7000, As this ujll 
not even allow common interest on the expense, it is resolved that ue 
decline to make anj’ such planhition.^ 

A Consultation of the 26th J une 1736 records; It is directed that pnblic 
notice be given that next Council day the uncmplo^'cd space without 
the Church G.'ilo bolon^ng to the llononrablc Company will bo let 
for a term of yeais with this condition that no_ houses aio to be built 
or ticcs ptanied thereon th.it may hindci the air coming to the citj'.® 
Two wcclis later, 9th July 1736, it is further recorded: Nobody 
appearing to rent the piece of ground taken notice of in last Consulta- 
tion, it is directed that the receiver of the ic\ cnucs cndc.'iv’our to let it 
out for the moat he can, acquainting ns of his jiroeeodings.’ 

Regarding the leasing of the vacant ground round the Town Wall, 
a Consultation of the 8th Sfareh 1743 records: The ground round the 
(own u all rendered vacant by the clearance of houses and tiees, may bo ' 
made At forpioducing batty. It is therefore directed that a publica- 
tion issue for letting these lands upon lease for fire or seven years on ^ 
condition that no wall or’ standing fence be erected.* 

Two months later a Consultation of the 6th May 1743 records; The 
waste ground round the town wall is put up to bo let for nine j'cars from 
tlie 30 Ih April lost, on the follou'ing conditions : Tliat tlie extent 
of the ground is to bo from tiro angle of the Prince’s Bastion to the 
English buiying ground, reserving a sufliciont space round the 
powder house. As some small parcels .are all c.ady occupied, the renter 
shall permit the present occuirieisto continue in possession for the space 
of two j^eais they paying the same as what has hitherto been paid the 
Honourable Company, or othern isc consenting to make such an allowance 


nnd cxjiintion of llio snul ten years 71 cocoamifs n tree o 3 car, rating tlicm as oforc . 

said And fiirtlirr the anid Antonio dc Sih a for liimscif Ins bciis executors and admin n 

istnitors doth liertb} eoicnnnt nud agree to and VMth tho said rresident and Council, 
lliati if the euil rent chnigc shall not be paid uithin tncnti dajs after it is legally 
demanded, according to the times hereinbefore appointed, it shall and maj he lawful 
to and for the said I'rcsidcnt and Conned to tnho tho said oarts with tho improi cments 
thereon to that time mndc into their possession and to expel, pnt ont, and rcmoic 
the saidAntonio dcSiha from the same, anything horem contained to tho contrarj not- 
withstanding In nilncss whereof, to that part of the said indenture that remains with 
the said Antonio do Siha, tho said President and Council Imo caused the common seal 
of tho said Companj to ho nilixcd and to the other iiart the said Antonio do Sihoi has set 
lua lumd and seal tho daj and j car nboio written Pub Dmj 3 of 1727-28,97-99. 
rorrest’s Homo Series, H 44-45. 

‘Pub Diary .1 of 1727-28, 134 -J 35 Porrest’s Homo Series, II. 43-44. 

= Piib Dm y 9 of 17.49, 278 ®Piili Diarj 9 of 1735, 2SI. 

^Pub Dinij 10 of 1713, 67-63, 
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for tlic imxirovcmcnls already made as ilic President and Council shall 
) award. That no trees shall be planted or any house or fence erected 
-within the distance of 300 yards, but at that extent they may raise a 
fenee made with taitds, notcxcccding four foetin height. The rent to be 
•' paid annually. The same -u'as let atRs. 615 a year to Adoji Vithoji, 
Biiimji Shiimii, RAmji Shivji, and Mdnkoji Putlaji.^ 

' Four years later these renters desired to give up the lease. A 
/ Consultation of the 6th March 1747 records : The persons who rented 
the waste ground without the -town walls for nine years at the rate of 
life. 615 a year, commencing from the 30fch April 1743, being desirous 
of relinquishing the same and one Purshotam Gopdlji Piirvoe offering 
■■ to give Its. 650 a year for those grounds on the same terms for the 
five remaining years of the lease, it is agreed that Purshotam’s offer 
he accopted.- 

A Consultation of the 25th April 1735 records : The rent of Mala- 
bdr Hill expiring the 25th March 1735, it is now put up for three 
years from 25th March 1735 when the highest bid is Rs. 131 a j'car,® 
On the 30th March 1738 the rent of Malabar Hill for three years 
from the 25th March was put up to he let to the highest bidder. Tlie 
conditions were as usual except that the renter was not obliged to plant 
any mango trees. Jiji Moody appeared to he the highest bidder at 
the rate of Rs. 150 a year.* 

A Consultation of the 24th IMarch 1744 records : Conformable to 
public notice that we should this day put up to auction the farm of 
* Malabar Hill for three years commencing the 25th instant, several 
persons attending without were admitted and the conditions declared 
as follows : The farmer to have tho entire possession of that part of 
the Hill usually esteemed to belong to the Honourable Company, as 
also the benefit of the fishing wares, but not to cut any live wood, 
and hay to he cut as usual for the Company's use. When Savaji 
' Dliaramset, Rupji Dhanji, and Vithaldds Keshavriim jointly wore the 
highest bidders at tlie rate of Rs. 175 a year.® 

In 1743, rcgai'ding an application for the renewal of the lease of 
Old Woman’s Island, a Consultation of the 13th June 1743 records ; 
The len.se granted to Mr. Richard Broughton of Old Woman’s 
Island expiring the Gth of next month, application is made on 
liis behalf for a renewal thereof for the term of 21 years. Con- 
sidering that, by tho tenure of his former lease, tlie Company 
must pay Mr. Broughton for the improvements he has made ac- 
cording as they may be valued which may amount to more than the 
rent would compensate in many years j and that tho expense and 
trouble he has boon at ought to have some weight in his favour, it 
is agreed that on his paying a fine of one year’s rent and as an 
encouragement to his industry the lease bo renewed for the term of 
21 years at the same rate as formerly that is Rs. 200 a year.® 

> Pub. Diary 1C of 1743, 128. * Pub. Diary 20 of 1747, 71. 

= Pub. Diary S of 1731-35, 121. « J*ub. Dinry 11 of 1737-38, 82 

•• Pub. Diaty 17 of 1744, 128. 

® Pub. Dinry 1C of 1713, lOI. Boiiilwy Collcctor’b Ucvciiuc .VccuiiiitB Vol. J. 
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On tlio fitli March 1724 the President acquaints the Board that 
the persons appointed to prepare and cultivate the salt ground 
recovered hy the causeway made from Sion to Mdhim, as by out 
Consultatiou of tlie 17th June last (1723), have represented to 
him that after a great deal of labour and some expense, through 
the scarcity of last season’s rain the ground yielded no produce at 
all. Ho h^d therefore directed the vereadores of Mdhim and the ^ 
inhdtdrds of the Aldeos and Cossabys (that is villages'and towns) to 
survey and measure the contents of the said ground and according 
to the best of their judgment estimate its yearly rent and certify 
the same to bo delivered unto this Board. The report of the 
vereadores is os follows: The limits of the new salt ground 
recovered by stopping the great breach between Mdhim and Sion 
and lying in the middle of the old salt ground, namely from 
the great causeway of Sion Dhdrdvi and Mooroe (Mori river) to 
the point of Mdhim within the causeway leading into ■ Mdhim 
woods, cotitain 23,332 measures of 14 covits to each measure of 
which 15,000 ate valued annually at 1 2 ves and 8332 at 8 res. 'It 
is objected that as, by reason it lies low, 700 measures of the above 
ground will want labour and new earth to fill up and ‘make 
ft useful, the same should be free of rent. And likewise that 
some othei^ allowances must be granted for grounds employed 
for tanks to preserve water for the benefit of the batty 

during the too long intervals between the mn.' The verea- 
dores and inhdtdrds are thereupon called in and offer the people 
among whoui they propose to distribute the said grounds on the 
above terms. These people insist on a lease of 21 years. And being 
told tbis could not be consented to they are at last wnth difiSoulty 
brought to accept a lease of seven years allowing the 700 measures 
at present nufit for tillage to be rent-free, but no allowance to be 
made for what they make use of for tanks. Agreed therefore to 
rent the land to them as ioWows, namely measures at 12 res 

a year is B^. 450 and 7632 measures at 8 res a year is Bs. 152-2-56, 
that is a totM of Rs. G02-2~56J- 

Eegarding stopping the Great or Mahdlakhshmi Love-Grove 
Breadi a Con.sultation of the 11th .^ril 1720 records : The Presi- 
dent informs the Board that Captain Bates had made a proposal for 
stopping the GreatBreach, which the undertaker seemed pretty confi- 
dent was very^ practicable. If this proposal should be approved it 
would necessarily occasion an increase of our expenses. Therefore 
as the monsoon draws near, he thought it proper to make a provi- 
sion accordingly and offers to pay into the treasury Es. 20,200 here 
and take a bill for Rs. 20,000 on the Chief and Factor at Surat 
Es. 200 being the accustomary exchange. Ordered that the 
accountant draw out a bill accordingly.^ 


> Bom. Gov. CJonsnltotion 6th March 1724, Pub. Dl.iiy 3 of 1724, 34-33. Forrest’s 
Home Scries, JI* 34 -Bfc 

s Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 36. Forrest’s Homo Scries, II. 4. 
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Two days later, 13th April 1720, a Consultation records : 
Mr. Elias Bates now delivers in a proposal for stopping the Great 
Breach in one season. Ordered that Messrs. Brown, Oourtnej’’, 
Midford, and Phillipps consult with' and take the opinions of Major 
Vane and Captain Johnson on this affair and make a report thereof 
to the Board.' 

In obedience to the above order of Council on the 13th of the 
next month, May 1720, the Committee report : We have examined 
the scheme and method laid down by Captain Bates for stopping 
the great breach of water, and took to our assistance Major Vane 
Captain Johnson Captain Ingram and Captain Hamilton and now 
crave leave to offer the result of our examination. All the afore- 
said gentlemen (excepting Captain Johnson) ore of opinion that the 
only sure and least expensive method for completing this great and 
useful work is by the means and manner proposed by Captain 
Bates according as ho has explained his draught in writing to 
which we refer without troubling your Honours with a recital of it 
here. Captain Johnson on the contrary thinks it more advisable 
that the work be undertaken and carried on one of these two w^ays 
(either of which he thinks will be less chargeable and less liable to 
be obstructed), namely : First by continuing the old works in the 
same place and manner as formerly and employing 2000 sepoys to 
carry stones which may bo thi*own (without any gi’oat exactness) 
in the mouth of the Great Breach, He observes tlint the hills on 
each side being very rooky, ho can easily break them with the force 
of gunpowder so as to afford a sufficient supply of stones and if 
the number of sepoys before mentioned are so employed, ho thinks 
it cannot fail of success notwithstanding the great breadth and 
depth of water and the force with which it comes in. Captain 
Johnson's other proposal, which he says will be more expensive but 
subject to no hazard of succeeding, is to cut a channel of 100 feet 
broad and 7 feet deep or therealxiut quite across the island in a 
direct line from the mouth of the breach to the north side of the 
hill by Mdzgaon. And because the water ns it enters the breach 
immediately spreads itself upwards of 3700 feet, namely from 
the point of the little hill on the north side to the foot of Malabar 
Hill, and so on all spring tides spreads wider and wider as it is 
forced forwards, to draw this great breadth of water into the narrow 
compass of the channel, he projioses that walls be built from the' 
two hills aforesaid, to confine the water and bring it into the channel. 
These are Captain Johnson's methods which wo apprehend lio open 
to these objections : First we doubt it is but too certain there nun 
be no hopes of stopping the water at the mouth of the Broach 
where it comes in on all spring tides with a very great rapidity 
and besides the channel is now worn so deep as to I'onder fruitless 
all such efforts. The objection against his other proposal seems to 
us equally strong, namely : If a wall must bo built to bring the 
water into the channel (which in such case is certainly true ; other- 
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Avise the water will spread on each side of it), then that Avail may 
as well bo carried on the other 100 feet and thereby save the 
expense of catting about two miles of ground of which a great 
part is very roclcy. Thus it appears to us that Captain Bates’ 
scheme is preferable to either of Captain Johnson’s proposals,^ 

On receipt of this report on the 24th' May 1 720 a Consultation 
records : According to an order of Council of the 18th ultimo, 
Messrs. Brown, Courtney, Midford, and Phillipps deliver in their 
report of Captain Bates’ scheme for stopping the Great Breach. 
The President first acquaints the Board that he had brought 
Captain Bates to accept of a Rs. 6000 gratuity, though in his pro- 
posals he bad demanded Bs. 1 0,000. After some dehatd it Avas agreed 
that, as it has been so often recommended to us by our Honourable 
Masters and AAnll be of the greatest advantage to them when /com- 
pleted, we set about the filling of the Breacm as.soon as the season 
will permit. Further for more frugal and eEBectual carrying on 
the work it is ordered that Messrs. Braddyll, Brown, and Phillipps 
he appointed to buy all the materials^ pay the workmen, and inspect 
into and manage the whole afiair.^ 

In connection with this Resolntion the Surat Diary of the 2nd 
July 1720 records : The President and Council write in their letter 
of the 14th June that Messrs. Braddyll, Brown, and Phillipps being 
managers of tho work of tho Great Breach, we are to supply them 
Avhat they Avrite for. It is further added : Received a letter of tho 
14th June from the gentlemen managers of the works of the 
Breaches, who indent for 1000 mans jdgri (raw sugar) and 300,000 
tiles to be sent them os soon os the monsoon is over and recommend 
the procuring ten large shibdrs of 400 to 600 khandis,^ 

On the 13th August 1720, Mr. Braddyll represents to the Board 
that the office of Chief Justice and a close application to the 
accountant’s work employ him so fully that he has ndt time to give 
the due attention that is required as manager of stopping the Great 
Breach, and begs leave to be excused from that employment. The 
Board agree that his request bo granted.* •* 

At the same Consultation, 13th August 1720, the account sub- 
mitted by the managers for stopping the Great Breach of disburse- 
ments for the month of June, paid in July, showed that the total 
amounted to Es. 4542-0-25. The records show that during the 
Tcmaining montiis of the monsoon, sums A'arying from Rs. 1266 fo 
Es. 1842 Avere spent on the Breach works.® 

In 1726, the Directors impress on the Board the necessity of 
carefully checking any damage after the work is complete. The 


• Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 76. Forrest’s Homo Sorios, IT. 13 .14. 

^fiom. Gov. Consultation 24th May 1720, Pub. Diaryl of 1720, 75. Forrest’s 
Homo Series, II. 12-13. 

® Surat Diniy 2nd July 1720, Surat Fact. Diary 611 of 1719-20. 

•* Public Diary 1 of 1720, 126. Forrest’s Homo Series, II. 27- SS. 

® The details arc; Juno 15s. 4612, July Bs. 1266, Aug. Bs,160S, Sept. Bs 1812, 
Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 125, 128, 145, 150. 



Hatorials-l 


AND ISLAND. 


319 


work on the Breach seems to have continued till in 1727 the Court 
of Directors ordered that all further outlay should cease.^ 

In 1728, an early monsoon having done damage to the Groat Breach, 
at a Consultation on the 14th June the Board ohsorve : The severity 
of the weathei", every high tide during the last Bjirings through 
the great violence of the sea boating against the woi’k of the Great 
Breach, damaged the same by washing out some of the largest facing 
stones to such an extent that, if it had not been constantly attended 
to and kept in repair, it would ere this have made a bicach light 
through the dam. This experience demonstrates the necessity of _a 
good sloping for the security of that work. As, until such a slope is 
completed, the dam ivill bo subject to damage every spring during 
the rainy season, some provision for its ready repair and for progress 
ivith the sloping seems absolutclj' necessary. At the same time our 
Honourable Masters' orders, received by the Bttlie of Cumberland, that 
all expense on the Vollard should cease raise the question how far wc 
can undcriake the necessary repairs. After considevalion it is decided 
that, especially after the orders of 17 to fail to rDpair and prot^t 
the dam with a slope would result in such serious waste that any risk 
of censuro must be run. It is therefore resolved that such an 
expense be continued as shall bo thought necessary for the preservation 
of the dam until the work be sccured." 

Six months later, 8rd January 1729, it is rccoi’dcd ; The President 
the Honourable Mr. W. Phipps acquaints the Boiird that, when the 
work of the Groat Broach was in danger of receiving considerable damage 
at the setting in of the last mins, to encourage the Sangarian prisoners 
to be active for preserving the work, be did promiso to give them 
their liberty. And as they are of more expense to the Company tliau 
the value of Uicir work comes to, he recommends it to his successor 
the Honourable Mr. B. Cowan and tiro rest of the gentlemen of Oouneil 
to release them when they shall think proper.® 

At a Consultation of tlio 6th October 1738 the Board observe : In 
order to ascertain and imjrrove the revenue arising to our Honourable 
Masters from the said recovered ground, and tlial the inliabitants maj' bo 
encouraged to till more of it by settling the rent on some certain easy 
terms, it is ordered that the voreadores and matras (mhdtdr'ds) do in the 
fair season survey and make report to us of the produce dimension and 
boundary of each piece of ground already occupied and by whom, that 
they may take leases at a reasonable rent for a certain number of yoiirs 
to be then renewed and the rent advanced according as the produce 
of the ground shall bo found to afford. And the term of the lease of 
sundry salt batty grounds in the district of Jfdhim being expired, 
it is ordered that the vereadores and matras of the district do make 
the like survey and report of those grounds to the end above 
mentioned.'* 
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Chapter Till. ^ Coneultation of the 29th August 1740 records : After a hiH 
EoTenue and into the nature extent and' the means of farming the part rf 

Finance. the reoover^^ breach lands yet unleased it is agreed that a pnhEcafc 
Beclanwtions issued giving notice that we are willing to receive proposals for fm- 

1740. ' the same out in j^cels or the whole and that all that have a nriii 

to contract may give in their offers by a limited time to Mr. Thonus 
Marsh Chief at Msihim.* 

1741. In following j’ear, the 15th May 1741, the Board read tls 
fallowing reply from Mr. Thomas Marsh ; Your Honour some Him 

, ago was pleased to recommend to me the rec&iving proposals from anj 

of the inhabitants here that might be desii'ous of leasing the remainda 
of the recovered ground at the AfakhiSr Breach. At the same time 
Government issued out a publication giving notice tiiereof. Bat ■ 
during the term limited in the said publication not one appeared to 
make me any offers. I have since used my utmost endeavours to induce 
^^e Kunbis of the several 'villages round ns to undertake the whole oi 
some part of the same, but with very little effect. To this day I have 
been able to prevail on them to engage for a very small parcel only at the 
ratetheformer waslctat, they making indeed very reasonable objections, 
For your Honourts bettw understanding I nhnll here give a state of 
the whole. 

Since your order to me 1440 square yards have been lot to the 
Kunbis at four res each, that is Rs. 14-1-60 a year. 7880 square 
yards computed to be yet under water and some part very deep, if 
drained and let at the above rate would amount to Ks. 78-3-20. But 
then the making two more flood gates in the valade at Warli, which 
is the only method to carry off &e said water, will probably cost the 
Honomable Company more money than this land will yield in a great 
number of years. Your Honour will therefore judge 'sitor getting it 
computed whether it may be worth while to be at the expense, I 
cannot say what it may amount to as I am no judge of such calcula- 
tions. 5960 square yards is so very bad and full of chnnam stone 
as not -fco be rendered fit for cultivation without a great expense to 
uuLdeitakers ; so that I apprehend nobody will undertake it at any 
rate.- Notwithstanding the above objections I shall not be wanting in 
my further endeavours for letting wnat part is possible.® ’ 

On this report, at a Consultation of the 15th May 1741, the Board 
order Mr. Maiuh to cause au estimate to be made of ilie charge of 
constructing two new flood gates at Warli, and to lay the estimate 
before the Board for their final detemunation.® 

At a Consultation on the 10th of July 1741 the Board observe : Mr. 
Thomas Marsh, who, in our Consultation of the 1 5th Maj’’, was appointed 
to procure the best information of the expense incident to the opening 
two more passes with proper flood gates at Warli sluice, represents 
{lie impossibility of procuring competent judges at Mdhim to form 


» Pnb. Kary 13 of 1739-40. 335. s Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 200. 

* Bom. Gov. Consultation 15tli May 1741, Pnb, Diary 14 of 1740-41, 190, 
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such a calculation with any tolerable exactness. Ordered that so soon 
as the season will peiinit our Engineer assisted by Eamji and Gambaji 
Purvoes do proceed to inspect the place and make an estimate of the 
sum required for that work.‘ 

On the management of tliis reclaimed land a Consultation of the 18th 
June 1742 has the followng ; The amount outstanding to the 3 1st 
July 1741 was Es. 282-1-90 among which list several persons appear 
poor and insolvent. In tlie rains the water from the l^h ground 
which formerly passed through the work at the Breach occasions a great 
quantity of water to lie within which overflows the adjacent low laud 
and renders it impracticable to tillage. Nor can this be otherwise 
remedied tlian by deepening and widening the channel leading to the 
sluice at Warli. This being of a considerable extent will cost a large 
sum, though, rrnless the Warli sluice is improved, the work of _ the 
Breach must in time be injured and the ground contiguous be irre- 
coverably lost ; for through the saltness entering the land nothing will 
grow. Besides the prementioned batty grounds out of MalabSr Breach 
in cliarge of' Francisco D'Penha there are others with Augustine 
D’Mello and which did to the 31st July 1741 make a balance to be due 
of Rs.'524-3-46 the obtaining whereof must be attended to and the 
account drawn out to the 31st July 1742 in the manner done last year.® 

Of the mturns and management of the Customs Eevenue the records 
between 1 71 7 and 1744 contain the following details. On the 2 let 
February 1717 the Court write to Bombay : We find in j-our Consulta- 
tion of the 16th February (1715) that among other regulations settled 
for tlie custom master in collecting the customs, one is that goods 
traversed in the road or exported again for want of being sold at 
Bombay in three months, shall pay but half customs ; that goods in 
quantity do not pay custom till all or part are sold ; but if they are not 
sold in three months, then they are to be valued by two persons one on 
behalf of the owners, the other on ours. An entry of the 27th Decem- 
ber following, where j'ou speak of the Madras supercargoes and their 
ships' goods being undervalued from twenty-five to forty per cent, 
suggests that this valuation does not represent the full worth of the 
goods. We should be glad to find we do not rightly understand this 
faet, and must recommend to you to take effectual care that all goods 
on which a valuation is set are computed at near their true worth. 
And the rather because you know we condescended to lower the sea 
customs from five to three per cent for the greater encouragement of 
trade. If goods are underrated, we suffer yet worse, wliich will be a more 
disingenuous retiun ^than we could have supposed possible till we saw 
that entry. As to tlie other part of it, if we understand it rightly, for 
it is but oddly expicssed, relating 'to the said supercargoes clawing an 
exemption from customs at Bombay by virtue of certificates tlmt they 
have paid at Madras, we say we consider such trade to Bombay to be 
of the same nature with the trade to Surat ; and as the supercargoes 
tliink it their interest, they choose either market. Still as the ports are 
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!•) nwr U j« witli a vimv to Surat llioy min' lo your pMc* ; thoMoli pcrlnp 
ill'' w(.*:itli«r iniy fou’c tliem into or kotp tliisn 

hf Hx'riilttj’. Ami ft*« ill otir ovcrlantl li-forfmi'nlKmi'l wc toH 

y>ui tint if tlic Mojjlial liail ii*. to Iw cii'^tom freo on pajing 

K**. Mt.flOO y«trly wc woiilit lay n duty of two j>er ccp^ 

on nil imjiorli ' 1 into Surat l»y h\i Majc-'f i-'s Britid 

un(l<*r our |irot**iiliiin ; ntida'* llial would prove n Ijoncfit to tin 
fail! Hulije-'tn, Ix'iii" li'.s than ivlirit otlioruia' tli w iiiiist Jwc ]>aid 
th-n- c.in Im* im rojiiniii;;. An wi* liavo tliU N'a"on iidvi«t-d tin' Coast aiw! 
ilay of it wo n<nv »ay tint Mmlran mid all other under oni 
prrt‘*'olion tmdin:; to Hominy, ihnll jny iia the Kiid ciin«tilagii of tw* 
jHT c*‘nt.‘ t 

Tfi th'* nami' letter the Ci>iirl iMiitirim': In j'onr Coa*iilt.'ition of the 
r.Oth July (171fi)wc lind an mder that nil the Coinpan}'’F fcrs'ants have 
lilwrfy to im]'Oit flwir Ii.|iinr!:, wearinj; njijnrel. and n«’'t^*;aric4 for 
the immediate ime of tlwiMc-dvc-! and familie-' m«tom free. Tlii< we do 
not n)n>rovo and y»u flendd not have cmieentcil to it, coniidi rinfr tint , 
We li.n‘e Iowore<l tlw eiihtom® from five to thrcj ji.>r cent. The ride of ■ 
('sistoni'' imi''t K* alike lo all. anti tt»r tint re.i-on %ve did not think lit ' 
to allmv (Jovernor Pitt, when President of l ort St. fTCor^re, hi« owt» 
liquor from Knj'lnnd ciKtoin fr«v, for the precedenCs Kike, though he 
paid live jt'r ix'nt lb"re. Only in lion wo tlitl allow him now and 
then a little Furplni in tonnage onlwanli. He wrote iw word that he 
p.iid there for all hi*! li«|nor, liec.uiH' lu' would not net an ill example, 
ntid the fame for other iu'vo4«arie<i. Wherefore break tliis ill cimtoin, 
and do not lei it Ir* in part or in whole revived.- 

Ilcganling ai'-tom® duHe.- a Con«ultation of the 20 th Febniary 1720 
l■eeor(^«: < Whereas the dclntc on the Ortlcr of Council made the fltli 
Fehrmry 17 IS, tint all good*, lielonging l.> personss Hnng under llie 
proti'v'tioii of tiie Coininny which h.ave paid the duties of this iflnud 
fliould Iw exported custom free to Surat or to any other ^lort where the 
Kight HonoitraWe Comjiany fIiouIiI enjoy that prinlege, w.as on the 
loHi Pcceinlvjr last through multiplicity of hu-sinO'!* deferred for further 
ronsideration, the frame was now resumed, and, on considomtion that 
executing that ord<*r may lie of verj' great advantage to our llonour- 
ahlc Jla-stcm hy the encouragement it will give to trade and the 
rousequont incroaK' of revenues, the Board Te*olvcil that the said order 
lie executed accordingly, and that no good® imjiortcd hy sucli persons as 
aforesaid and pajing the full diitie.s of the i.sland, sliall pay any further ti 
custom to the Ilight Honourable C’ompanj’ either at Surat or at any ll 
port belonging to the great Sloghal on this side India from the Ist of I 
January la-sl." 

The same Consultation, 2 Clh February 1720 , continues: The Right 
Honourable Company liaving directed in the Sth i«ragmph of their | 


1 Court lo Romlisy Clat Fob. 1717 parn 09. Comp, ol titatuling Orfl. Yol. 1 of 1715- 
1721, 150- lot- 

* Court lo Bombay 2Ist Fob. J717 para.TG. Comp, of Slantling OKI. Vol. 1 of 1715 - 
1701 152. 

» Horn. Oov. ConsnUattoa 2Glh Feb. 1720, ^^lb. Diary 1 of 1720, 18. 
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letter to us dated 30th October 1717 that we should receive for them no 
more than a duty of two per cent in Surat and other Moghal ports 
where they are oustom free ; and they having enjoyed that privilege for 
some time, -it is resolved that the customs of Surat and other ports be 
collected according to the B-ight Honourable Company's directions 
from the 1st January last. For the further encouragement of the 
trade of this port ordered that whatever goods shall be exported from 
Surat and the other ports ahovesaid and paying the said duty of two 
per cent, shall, on their being imported here, after the term the customs 
am now farmed to Ild.ma Kdmilti expires, have the said duty reckoned 
in part of the duties of this port^ 

At a Consultation, the 25th July 1720, the Board observe: As the 
additional duty of two per cent towards carrying on the war against 
Kdnhoji Angria ceases the Slst instant the Honourable President moves 
the Board to consider whether or no we shall continue it another year. 
After some debate the same' was referred to our next meeting. The 
SOth July 1720 the consideration of the same subject was resumed. 
The Diary of that date records : The debate whether the two per cent 
additional duty towards cai*rying on the war against Kdnhoji Angria 
and for finishing and repairing the Church shall be continued or not, 
was this day resumed. After some time spent in arguments pro and 
con, in consideration that, after the full customs have befen paid here, 
if the goods are sent to Surat or Cambay, they must pay a consulage 
of two per cent more, so that in boats in which chiefly consists the 
trade of this place the whole will amount to nine per cent namely : 

Customs ... ... ... ... 3 per cent. 

Additional War Duty ... ... ... 2 per cent. 

Contribution to tbe Town Wall and Church ... 2 per cent. 

Custom at Surat or Oumbay ... ... 2 per cent. 

Total ... 9 per cent. 

And at the earnest desire and representation of the principal inhabitants,, 
and from our own experience that the customs did amount to near 
as much when at three per cent ns since at five, it is resolved that, 
for the further encouragement of the trade of this port, the duty of 
per cent towards carrying on the war against Kdnhoji Angria be 
taken off and only the half xier cent for repairing the Church be con- 
tinued, which will he a great means to induce merchant^ to try this 
market first. Ordered that the Secretary draw out a proclamation 
accordingly.. On the 1st August 1720 the proclamation was published 
by beat, of drum as usual.® 

At the close of the year 1720 to meet additional expenditure a fresh 
duty was ordered to be levied. A Consultation of the 16th December 
.records : The President proposes to the Board, in consequence of the 
great expense our Honourable Masters are at in fitting out fleets to go 
in search of the pirates and other pickemns on this coast, and that 
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they thereby protect the trade of India Persia and Arabia, that an ' 
additional duty of two per cent for the term of sis months Iw levied 
at Bombay, Persia, Surat, and Mokha towai-ds dcfrajnng the said charge. 
And as the Honoui-ablo the President will pay a greater proportion of 
this duty than any one peinon in India, we think it sulficient motive 
to prevent any of the traders from shewing the least nncasincss on 
this account. Resolved therefore that we order the Cliicfs of onr sub- 
ordinate settlements to collect it and that a proclamation be made 
hci'O accordingly.^ 

At the same Consultation, IGUi December 1720, tho following instruc- 
tions were issued to Owen Phillip Esq. of Council, Commissary and 
Agent of Pereia : The Right Hononrablc Company being at a very 
great expense to protect from Kdnhoji Angria and other pickeruns 
on this coast the commerce of all subjects of England who trade to 
these ports by their license, we have thought fib to lay on all sndi 
shipping as should import here or at Surat a tax of one nipoe a ton 
to alleviate that heavy charge as at is absolutely necessary a wwlike 
force should always lie kept up for that piwposo.^ We now direct for 
tho time to como the same dutj'' be collected on every Englisli sbip 
trading to Gombroon. If the supracargocs or masters refuse to 
comply therewith, lot the duty be slopped out of what money of theirs 
comes into your hand.® 

On tlio 22nd March 1722 . the Court write : In answer to 
paragraph 38 of tiro 11th May vv’o say tlrat for the encoxtragoment of 
trade at Bombay we are content that such goods as are brought thither 
but designed for the Surat market, and which do pay custom at 
Bombay, sliall be excused the two per cent payable at Surat so as thej’ 
he sent up thither in twelve months. And to prev’ent the abuse of our 
indulgence, do yon give proper certificates of the sorts and quantities 
of every parcel that has so paid custom, to be produced to' our people 
at Smrat, and enter the report of each in Consultation at the time of 
making for our and your notice. If yon find any making a wTong 
use of this liberty fine them double the vnlue.® 

As regards the appropriation to building a hospital of the half per cent 
tax originally levied on trade for building a Church, a Consullation 
of the 18th January 1734. records: The expense of enlarging and 
repairing the hospital being cleared on the books of this Presidency 
cn^ng the Slst July 1733 by the^ half per cent contribution towards 
building a new custom-house, which was originally laid on the trado 
for deti-ajdng the expeuse of building and repairing of the Church and 
otlierinddent^-gesj and tliere appearing a credit of Rs. 2675-3-86' 
under that head, it is directed that the same he paid to the present 
churchwardens the better to enable them to defray the annual expense 
of the Church, and that the said half per cent be airpropriated for 
one year for making such farther additions to the Church as ai-e 


> Bom. Gov. Consulbitton 16th Deo. 1720, Pub. Diiirv 1 nf iTon iiro 
= Pub. Dinryieth Dec. 1720 Vol. 1 of 1720, 178 - 170. ’ 
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necessary.^ On the 4<lh October 1734 it is further recorded; The 
churchwardens requesting that the half per cent duty for the last year 
being B,s. 8893-0-60 may be paid to them pursuant to a resolution 
of Council of the 18th Jan uai*y last, the same being received into the 
treasury, it is agreed that we comply with their request and the 
President is desired to discharge it accordingly. And as sundry neces- 
sary repairs liave lately heen given to Parel house, it is likewise agreed 
that the amount of said duty for the next year be applied for 
clearing of the same.® 

With the object of securing a regular account of the Bombay 
customs the Court in their letter of the 2nd August 1739 write: 
Om* President and Council of Port St. George send us annually a 
regular book of customs for all .goods and grain imported at that 
place inserting therein the importer's name, the particular parcels 
of goods, and by what ship, together with the value of each species, and 
the customs on every entiy made. We direct that the like accounts 
for the whole year ending the last of November be sent us annually from 
your place, di-arni out in a careful and accurate manner, attested by 
the custom master.* 

A Consultation of the 30th January 1741 records ; In the Bombay 
custom master’s account it is noticed that a shroS more than 
formerl}’’ is charged at Bs. 6 the month. As the custom-master assures 
the Board the ‘shroff is absolutely necessary to examine the money 
received, it is agreed to continue the extra shroff at that allow- 
ance.* 

Regarding the imposition of a customs import duty on grain a 
Consultation of the 2nd January 1742 records ; Understanding that 
according to a former indulgence the English merchants are exempted 
from pajung duties upon whatever grain they import which we conceive 
must have proceeded from a scarcity that now there is not, it is directed 
that from this day a duty of 24 per cent be collected on all sorts of grain 
imported by the English from any of the neighboming rivers as the 
risk from those places hither is very small. But in consideration of 
the risk attending the transportation of this commodity from more 
distant parts the same privilegfe be still continued.® 

On the 8th March 1742 Mr. Geekie writes to Government : Accord- 
ing to the standing orders the duties on all goods imported are 
to be paid in two months' time and on all goods exported in one 
month. Hitherto the principal merchants have been indulged with a 
forbearance till the 31st of July when they make up their accounts 
for the whole year, and it is generally the middle of October (some- 
times later) before the whole is collected which amounts on an average of 
the last seven years' accounts for the month of July toRs. 58,094-3-64. 
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The g^rcat scarcity and demand for money in the shipping time las 
been the reason of their being indulged with this long credit, and they 
allege that it would put them to the greatest streights both in their 
trade and credit, should they be obliged to pay their customs every 
two months or before the arrival of the freight money from Mokha, 
The truth of this I believe everybody that trades is acq^nainted with 
and that this indulgence can be no detriment to the Company provided 
no bad debts are thereby incurred. On wliich account 1 desire 
the Board \vill direct what merchants the custom-master may in 
future have leave to credit for tho whole year out of those who have 
hitherto enjoyed that indulgence.^ On tlio 23rd March the Board 
considered so long a trust as one year to many mcrcliants for the 
amount of tlieir customs to be attended with hazard, and referred the 
matter to the Coui-t. In the meantime the Board allowed the 
common method in practice to go on except in the case of Nagar Ldlji 
and Lakhmichand Govind who were ordci’cd to pay ready money.® 

At a Consultation of the 16th March 1744! tho Board read the 
following petition from (mrtaiuAIoormeu, inhabitants of Bombay, to the 
Bombay Government : At tho time a clearance was made round the 
Town Wall 3 ’'aur petitioners were ordered to rebuild their houses and 
warehouses by tho seven Brab Trees near unto tho Hill of M.4zgaon. 
This being so much further from the town than their former liabitation 
the late Governor Law indulged them to biing their boats laden with 
batty and Avood to that place where a oRattki and some sepoys wore 
appointed to take an account of what they imported reporting tho garn '' 
to the Custom House. This was intended to saA’O your petitioners 
an extraordinary expense of caniage hire ; but as the same indulgence 
is now discontinued, your petitioners are greatly prejudiced as well by 
loss of time as by tho-great expense incurred in carriage. Your iiotitionere 
beg leave further to represent that in the time of Governor Aislabie 
(1708-1 715) they paid a ground rent of only two to six Idris each house 
but after building the Town Wall, they were ordered to pay a certain 
rent for each yard which the^ submitted to, as their habitations were so 
near the wall, esteeming this a protection. Seeing they are now 

removed to so great 'a distance, they hope for some abatement in the 

said rent. After considering this petition the Board resolve tliat as 
such a permission may g^ve great opportunilaes for fraud the same is 

i f ® for complj-ing 

with the other part of the petition for an abatement of the jrronnd rent 

?oXued»“" must therefore bo 

A CoMultation of the 28th August 1744. records : There heWno 
public orders affixed for collecting the customs since July 1740, ft 

‘The names of the merchants in cniovmpnf nf +i.» « 

DhaTaroset, Keshavrfim Vithaldto. Eftmate Cpji {cha^rfU ffirff at*".!" 

Santok, Runji Dhanji, ArobaidSs Takidls, SlfinlkU Soh fam 

Gambilset, Kslgar Dhann GopAl, Gangddfia iliinii Fwilnii HdniBct 

manset Lakhmichand. Enb, Diary 16 of 1741 .« 14!?^ Li 

= Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42. 166. s rub. Sii?y 17 oE 1744, 96. 122. 
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thought proper to renew them at present as the order for paj’^ment of 
one per cent to the Town Ditch has not liitherto been specified and 
as some alterations in the imports are become necessary. A new sot 
of orders is therefore drawn up and read examined and approved. 
The details of the new set of orders are : 

Duties to be collected by the Bombay Custom Master on importation by 
Europeans. All sorts of mercliandise except those undermentioned shall pay 
four and a half per cent, namely : 

Bombay Customs ... ... ... 3 per cent. 

The Town Ditch ... ... ... 1 per cent. 

The New Custom House ... ... ... ^ per cent. 

For any goods aftonvards exported to Surat or Cambay the Custom Master 
shall grant certificates. All goods imported from Surat or Cambay having 
made good the customs of two per cent there shall pay two and a half per 
cent in Bombay. India tobacco imported by the Tobacco Formers or others to 
pay nine per cent ; horses seven per cent ; timber one per cent ; griiin if imported 
from the rivers to pay three, if from tho north only one per cent ; plate and 
jewels custom free ; soap to pay 10 per cent. Goods in general transported 
from slvip to ship sliall pay four and a lialf per cent ; and if designed to he 
carried to Surat or Cambay, a certificate to be given of their ha\'ing paid tho 
Bombay duties by the Custom Master. K through any accident there should 
bo a necessity of landing goods wliich were not designed for this market, 
application must be made to the President and Council who will give tho 
proper orders with respect to the duties. Necessaries from Europe for tho 
Company’s servants to pay four and a half per cent on tho prime cost, if sold 
to be valued at the r.ate they produce. Additional duty on popper from the 
coast three rupees per khandi. AU goods weighed and me-isured at tho Custom 
House to pay an additional quarter per cent. Cotton imported from Jam- 
busar to pay four and a half per cent. If from Surat and declared to bo for 
exportation no duty ; if sold here two and a half per cent. Duty to bo paid 
by Europeans on exportation of grain of all sorts five per cent ; bo.ats sold to 
foreigners six per cent ; salt twenty per cent ; cocoanuts nine per cent, to bo 
valued at tho rate the Company’s sell for, kopra or cocoa-kernels ; coir, dry fish or 
kuta, aijiins, onions, country arrack, and iron n-rouglit on Bomba}' to pay nine 
per cent ; oountiy redleadtwo and a half per cent ;rcdlead prepared on Bombay 
two and a half per cent ; cloth made on Bombay two and a half per cent ; 
every boat of fish called bxickshato half a rupee ; timber five per cent ; grain 
in generid exported from any of the rivers and not landed at Bombay but 
carried out in the same vessel to pay five per cent. All goods except grain 
exported from the Uevani Fanvel and Kaly&n rivers not landed at Bombay but 
carried out in tho same vessel to pay threo and a half per cent ; all goods 
exported from Biindra to pay whole duties in Bombay. Salt exported from 
Katanja one rupee the rds or heap and from Tromb.ay two rupees tho 
heap. 

Duties to he paid at Bombay Custom House by black morcliants on importa- 
tion : All goods imported in three-mast vessels except the undermentioned to 
jiay four and a half per cent j Bombay customs 3 per cent ; tho Toivn 
Ditch 1 per cent ; the new Custom House i per cent. All goods in small 
vessels to pay, over and above the foregoing four and a half per cent ; two per 
cent to the Town 'Wall. If aftenvards exported to Surat or Cambay, certi- 
ficates to be given by tho Custom Master. All goods imported from ijurat 
that have paid the duties there to pay here four and a half per cent. These 
goods are : Tobacco, opium, country iron from Catch, soap, horses, grain in 
general, kuta and fish. 

Goods transported from ship to sliip to pay the full duties. If designed to 
be carried to Surat or Cambay, the Custom Master to give a certificate of their 
having paid tlie duties. If through any accident tho necessity oiises of landing 
goods, which were not designed for this market, application must be made to 
tho President and Council wlio will give proper orders with respect to t]io duties. 
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Jewels and plate custom, free. Inland merchants caiUed Yonjdras if their 
goods are sold here to pay five and a half per cent ; onions from B.tndra t\ro 
per cent ; additional da% on pepper from the ooast three rupees a thandii 
AH goods weighed and meoaorod at the Custom Souse to pay a quaijer pef | 
cent. Cotton imported from Jambnsar to pay ions and a half per cent *, if nm 
Surat and declared for exportation no duly ; if sold here to pay two and a 
half per cent ; timber three per cent. 

Duty to be paid at Bombay Custom House by black merchauts on exporta- 
tion : Qrain of all sorts and timber five per cent ; the inland merchants called 
Vanjilraa to pay no customs if the goods they buy are exported in eight days. 
Boats sold to foreign merchants to pay six per cent ; soli twenty per cent j 
cocoanuts nine pec cent on. the Company’s ^e rate j Itopra or cocoa-kemel, 
Coir, dry fish kata, cajdns, country arraok, and iron wrought in Bombay to 
pay nine per cent j country redlead two and a half per cent ; redlend prepared 
•in Bombay two and a half per cent ; every boat of fish callod buckshaw half a 
rupee ; grain in general exported out of any of the rivers and not landed at 
Bombay but carried out in the same vessm to pay eight per cent, namely 
five per cent custom, one per cent to the Town Ditdi, and two per cent to 
tile Town Wall. 

^11 goods, except grain exported out of Revani Fanvel and Kalydn rivers, 
not landing at Bombay but carried out in the smne vessel to pay five and a 
half per cent. All goods exported from Biindra to pay whole duties, Oloth 
made on Bombay to pay two and a half per cent. Stdt exported from Karanja 
one rupee the rat or heap and from Trombsy two rupera the rds* All gooes 
carried in Bombay boats from foreign po^™ to Bassein Chaul or any of the 
adjacent places to pay six and a half per cent. 

The following retail duties on liquors are classed under customs j 

16 rupees the hogshead on (^a atxaok. 

1 rupee the dozen on all irines. _ 

6 mp«ss the chest on Fersian wine. 

6 rupees the case on Europe Drams. 

1 rupee a dozen on brandy and beer. 

Tho following reasons for the changes are appended. The second 
article in the former orders for charging half customs on goods sent to 
Surat or Cambay is omitted, as producing a certiBcate from the 
Custom Master will show that the mercliant has paid tiie full customs 
here and consequently ^vill not be charged with the duty of two per 
cent either at Surat or Cambay. One per cent for the ditch is 
charged on all goods except tobacco. Tobacco is excused paying until 
the expiration of the present lease. If it is then thought proper, the said 
duty for the ditch may he added as ou other goods. "Withni the last 
four years two per cent has been ordered to be collected on grain from 
the rivers as there was reason to suspect that some of our own people 
fathered grain helongpng to foreign merchants. The duty on goods 
transports from ship to ship affects Europeans hut little. Yet it is 
made a very had use of by the black merchants who often pretend 
that their goods are to be transported from one vessel to another for 
a foreign market, notwithstanding a fair sale has been made and the 
jirop^y actually transferred. Besides as many goods are now sent 
in this manner to Gogha, Jamhusar, and other ports where the Hononr> 
able Company receives no duties, there is a considerable loss which would 
not bo the case if as formerly Surat and Cambay were the cliief 
markets. Tho lart article in the former oid.er6 for exporting goods 
custom-freci if designed for a foreign market, and if exportetf •within 
three months’ time, is of a late date. If strictly observed, the customs 
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” ^ "’otild bo very trifling, as miicii the grcafMl imrt of t)ic 
goods imported is again sent off the i.sknd gcuorally within three 
Jnonths of importation. Indeed, if goods which were not designed for 

Sn r“ aceident, the President and domicil 

will peimit their export eiistom-freo as was at all times practised As 
the Bengal gonllcmcn have ordered cotton for some years past from 
Surat to be lodged for them at tins place, where ships can call for it 
m the wet monsoon which they cannot safely do at Surat, thoir 
paying an additional duty here would not only be a disconmgemont 
to trade haying before paid the usual duties at Surat, but it would 
prevent their touching here at that time of the year. This would 
ccrtoinly Iw a prcsudice to the customs, as they always bring some 
goods to dispose of.^ ^ j b 


The records between 1720 and 1744 contain many references to the 

management and farming of cocoanul trees which at that time yielded 
the most important item of land revenne. 


A Consultation of the 30tli Soptcmijcr 1720 records: This day being 
appointed for renting the Eight Honourable Company's coeoanut ti-eos 
of Bombay and SLilutn, all the merchants and principal inlubitantR 
bonig present, tlio same wore put up at 24 larcos (S^ a.v.) a year for nine 
years. No one adranoing thereon and Mr. JHdford offering to take 
them at that price, ilie Board resolved that Bicy be farmed to him 
and the Secretary is hereby ordered to draw out articles accordingly.® 

A Consultation of the lOtli July 1724 records : Bdla Krishna KAmAti 
llie overseer of the Honourable Company's oarts, brings in his accounts 
of the ycaris produce ending the 23rd March last (1724), They are 
laid before the Board amounting to Es. 12,370-3-23 ; also liis account 
charges for repairing of the wells w’heols and w'alls, amounting to 
Es. 5039-2-82 ; and the balance being Rs. 0717-0-41, is paid into 
the treasury. From all this the Board observes there is an incrc.aso 
in the produce of coooanuts of near 25 per cent on tlic preceding year 
namely the X'^o^vicc from 24tb March 1723 to 23rd March 1724 
is 409,499, while the preceding year’s produce, that is from 
24 th Slarch 1722 to 23rd March 1723, was 328,300, that is an 
increase of 81,199 cocoanuts. His account charges are likewise 
ob-served to increa.se hy a large number of new wheels, a greater 
quantity of J:uln or fi.sh m.inure Iwing used, and by putting the oarts 
in repair which through long neglect have gone greatly to ruin. Tlie 
overseer licing called in is further interrogated. Ho alleges that a 
greater part of the estate has been manured this season which required 
more kuta than usual, sufficient not being to be procured during tlic 
former j'car for that purpose; wherefore more tlian half the estate 
remained unmanured. He Ukowiso lays before us a list of . . . new 
wheels necessary to 1)C made tlio ensuing season . This inorcascs the 
charges Es. 1000 to Es. 1500 more tlian in tlic present year, but that llic 
charges will then considerably decrease. It appears Hlcewisc from his 
list of the improvement of young trees made in Bombay and Mdhim tba 
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iwro last seasons, that 2585 arc transplanted into their proper places and 
may he expected to bear fruit in four or five years ; that 6072 of the 
first transplanting made the last rains called concharrahs would liave r 
been ready for their second transplanting into their proper places in ^ 
March next, but through the great drought which happened last season, * 
they are put twelve months backwards ; that 19,800 seeds grown into 
concharrahs* are ready for tinnsplanting which by the plenty of rain 
fallen tliis season are exjiected to be fit for their last transplanting in 
Mardi next^ 

On the question whether the Company’s oarts shoirld be formed or 
kept in their own hands a Consultation of the 4th September 1724 
iceords : The overseer of the Right Honourable Company’s oarts 
purauant to our directions lays before us the state and condition of their 
oarts, in order that we may come to a resolution either to reseive them 
in the Honourable Company’s liands or to let them out in whole or in 
part as shall bo found most conducive to their interest. Bdla Krishna 
Kamdti the overseer, Dalba Bhaudari, and sundry of the vereadores and 
mhdtdrds of Bombay and Mahim, appearing according to summons, are 
examined thereon. Tliough we find them differ in opinion, we judge 
from their reasoning that it will be most for the Honourable Company’s 
interest to let the oarts to farm. The rendeiros or formers nevertheless 
should be under the inspection of the Honourable Compan 5'’6 overseer to 
scenre that they take care of the trees and of the several young plants 
conformable to the custom of the town. Whereas many of the oai-ts 
have a large number of empty spaces now prepariug to be planted 
it is agreed that such oarts be proportioned and lotted into several 
parcels, a good .and a bad oart together’, and be set up at public sale 
on the 29th instant. Directed that public notice be given accordingly.® 
Tire next daj'’s Diary records ; Gave public notice that the Honourable 
Companj'’s oarts would l>c put to sale the 29tli instant pursuant to 
ycstord.a 3 ’'s re.=olution.® 

Accordingly on the 29Ui September 1724 the oarts were set up to 
form. The piocccdings are thus recorded in tire Diary of that date : 
This meeting being appointed to set to form the Right Honourable 
Companj-’s oarts in Bomlraj’ and Alithim and the vereadores pursuant 
to our directions having dHdcd them into 80 lots for the better' 
and readier ])utting them to auction as appears by the list thereof 
now Ijcfore us, wherein the Board obsoiwes the Bombay trees ara 
sep.ai'atcd from tlioso in Miiliim for the convenience of the inhabitants 
of either place. In Bombay and hfohim the number of trees good 
indifferent and rspigadas or spike-bearers that is the first year of 
blossoming, arc at present 22,315, namely : 

liainct. Good. IntUDefent. Usplgiidaat. Total. 

Bombay ... 5267 2093 450 7810 

Mahim ... 0948 3410 1147 14,505 

Total ... ^,315 ■' 


' Horn. Oov, ConEulLMion lOtb July 1721, Ttib. Diary 2 of 1721, 88. 

* Bom. Gov, Conwltation 4tU Sept. 1724, Pnb. Diary 2 of 1721, 112. 
s Tub. Diarj- 6th Sept. 1721 Vol. 2 of 1724, 113. 
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Besides tlicsc 1955 ave near blossoming. 1135 have the trunk just 
appearing aljove groundj 321 G arc newl^' transplanted, -t-SS arc ready 
to transplant, and 19,00.5 are small ]>lants. The gardens also cont.'iin 
16,7n0 vacancies, 6 S brabs, S51 Iwtelmil trees, 03? mango trees, ISS 
jacks, and 19 / lime trees. There ave likewise 29S wheels for drawing 
of water in good re]iair, 12S more wanting, and 75 wells to be repaired. 
This being the present st.ato of the Honourable Coiniwny’s oarts, the 
President observes to the Board tkat the coooamit trees at Bomljay 
have aln-ays been preferred to those at jMaliim, besides w liic-li they arc 
now in their, prime, most of them having been j)lanlcd since the Sidi 
war (1690), whereas those at Mrihim are in general old and almost 
gone to dcc. 13 '. That the Ilonounablc Company’s estate tlierc will not be 
valu.able in proportion to the Bombaj' csLale for six or sev<‘n j’e:ir.s to come 
when the ^-oung plants will be in perfection. From this he eoncliulcs 
it will not be iiropcr to let the IMtihim trcc.s to farm separate from the 
Bombay. IJe therefore tiroposes as the eonr-se most eomhieive to our 
Honourable !Mastcrs’ interest tli.at for their lirst seven yoms all the 
oarts in Bomlw^* and ^labim be let out together to some substantial 
persons in partnen^hip if there arc 003 * who arc willing to farm them 
in that manner and will give what we ma 3 - think rc.a«onable. To this 
the Board unanimousl 3 ' agrcc.s, and the Portuguese Sccrctar 3 ' is sent 
to give notice to the people attending without tkat wc had found 
reiu«on to niter our resolution for putting the oarts uj) in ))arcel 8 , and 
that wo were now resolved to let them to such a Junto, ns would agi’co 
to take the avholo on the terms wc should think ro.asonablo and that wo 
expect their answer in half an hour. Amkaidils appearing in behalf of 
J’acqu.al Bareito and ]*iindu Sina 3 ’’ and agreeing to the price the 
PrcMdcnt had fixed of three l.arccs a tree for tlic Srilliim and five 
larees for the Boraba 3 ' oarts it is UDanimoiish' re.^olvcd that the Right 
Honourahle Compan 3 '’s oarts in Boraha 3 ' and Milliim be let to them 
accordingU', and that we consider of further neces.s.’ir}'^ articles and 
conditions for the farmers against our next meeting.' 

Accordingl 3 ' (he Honourable Compan 3 '’s oarts at Bombs v and Malum 
were let out on flio following conditions to P.asipinl Bareito Fazandar, 
and PiSndu Sinay JIugaro both considcrahle landed men on this islaml, 
Arnljaidas 'J’nkidiis Ixiing broker : 

1. That thoy sliall accept of the same acciinliHgJo the pro'cnt rciit-rall ot 
frood, iniliffercat, and ospigadas, imincly Boiiihay 78.'j£>, MAhini 14,(i03, in all 
i!2,5r>3 cocoaiiut IrccT to nllowfive Iniccs.a year for each tree nlBombay and 
three Wees for each tree ntMdhim.tOKrant them a lease for the same foi Hoven 
years beginning from tlielst dny of Oclobcr 172*1 and ending the 30th 
September 1731 ; the Uoiionmble Company to luivo tlic benefit of this separate 
gathering ai they (the fnriuci-a) are to have of the g.atheriiig at the expira- 
tion of the lonso. 

2. But though the said farmers nccopt of the c.Hpigaclas in the present i cut- 
roll at the iiistigntion of the President and Council, Ihin is conlinry to ciif-lom 
which never brings cspig.idas on tho rent-roll (ill llio (bird year after bloasoiii- 
ing. Ttis therefore agreed that espigndas rfiall not be bioiight on the lonl-ioU 
buX nccortling to custom throe yoani after l»lo.e-oniiiig 
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n. All plititU th;<t nil* or hliAll li*' phiiitcil in (lioro otrtn ntitil tlioy aa 
culcrul «mln‘ nit! tn In' nioiiiiritl willi jImIi nt tlic cl'arK'-''^l *l>c 
lloii«tir.»lili'Coini‘.«»j*, bnl tlii- f.irmert lu {pn’ llitm ns imicli M.'iti'r 
Dti-i-M-or ^ll!lll rt quirt*. I'l.r nutli "s ntr t'»it''ri«l on I lit* roll lli</ {atraon' 
sire to IK' ftl til'- ttlnili* tli.trf;e of iiiiinirin;: with fuf/i, piittin'.; to inchttro 
n kulVicteul ({itiintity Atiil to l.iLi* rnic tii>* k.iiuc In* iiiinril with t'.it :h and hutifl 
ncconliiip to the I'ruelnimitioii to iiri'iint niiy on>*iitiii- unielt ; titlirnriie to he 
liililv to the ivttialty. 

*{. 'fill* I’lfsident mill Ci'iineil. on In h.-ilf nf tin* IIoHDiirsiWi* Cinnr.niy, nf.'^e 
IoIm'IiV the charttfol (iiittirp into kikhI orthT the will* wleidt nii'i iTht<’ri»Ay*i 
in.«i .‘■'t.ify for null tt|iptrtnniiis to the irtu.il o.iit* on tin- rmn* m’ > lit* lin? 
tlicteaii, which they on tlieir jwit .‘i{;rif to hii'ji iiii'l ileliirr in f'>’»l nfih-r St 
the r-xpiintion of tins 1‘M> e. 

C. It it lihewi' e nciei'd that cm-h cii'-ln-nri " n't site to r<‘i' '.try for the you! R 
VluUt!i nnit nucti ax nro tmii*i|<l.iiiti li rhnil tv tn.|il'*^'(‘<-ttiittheihnr^ei){th' 
lloiiournlile Com|iAiiy, wliiih eiirlo iiri't the fiirim-r> fti'oe to hiej* in rtyvt 
tltiriii)? the term of tlirir lesii**, iiinl in rr.«e nnyilninn^e haiijK'iit by iirghel 
thereof lliey ngrec to ma*.i» aiiijilorntiifAftion. 

(i. Thcfiiiil fnnniTtaro tomliiiitof Mvli n imiiiloTi'f trt-e*i .'ll an* cii'tomtiy 
to he leliteil to thef.trincr.i of tin* iirnich tif wjiich the ovi r,.e.-r i i to hr* ji si ii>t. 

7. The farmers aic at nil times to Ailinit tlm Iltinonrable Coinjeitiy's 
oveweer to view amt iii'pecl Ihe 0.11 Is ns will lint they niavl*’ duly niana!:ed 
sis to Uihe copiitiativc of thirs* to 1 s to bt; eiitcnil ui> thV loll, one lijt of which 
to he deliveu-ii jcsirly into Cniuseil. 

8. Ill cuie, thivii^h stosins or other ni-ciilvnls nut (twin;' to the iiisjh'et of 
the (iimeni, any tiers rhsll hnle-iiDyiil or totally ilecayed iliiiine llip tenn 
opliis leaie, the fanmrs nhall not Iv eharfcil witl’i nich in their n>nt. th>-v 
;pving from liino to time notice to the oveirccr when such ilama;te hai);a*n>. ' 

0. Tho (aid fill iiicrs nri* to Ik* Kvri I'll with fis/ii from the icieral (ooierin 
on the ielniid ill the fame manner the llonouml.lc CumpaniV were nipiiliisl 
heforo IctliJg the noite to farm ; and in e;i«e (•uthtient/.o/ii i\ not to be hvl on 
the Wand, ho luHcli more aa they impoit for the rtnite of the said lorts ahall 
ho cu'lom free. 


10. In wii.sidemtii.li of tho price iliey have fanned the trees nt .and including' 
t1io*'c which nru nt picseni v>]iipKi;ih, the I're'iilenl and Cunneil neree Ihnl 
the fsinueis shall hnic ihe liemlit of nil the brah hetehiiit ami other fruit 
trees : tins coiice*!.ioii n* imt to bicome a precedciit in future. 

11 . The rent the said f.ii inci» are to p:iy niti r the rate of tichoiiiiiK r,t l.ms*s 

totliu iiipco to be nwide oithci III Kold or pilver.nud paid even- foui- mJnlhs to 
the collector of the icvi-niie^, thel nsidi nt and Cniincil, Iiowenr, nens*ins to 
iiululgo the said farmcih a-s liiu. Ueu eii-loiiiary heins two pavmeins jn mnar 
lo be inndo ^uod nt tbc cxpmition vl Ibeir Ji'.ve, * “ 

12. Tlic collector of the rcwmics and overtier of the oail.s are lo")** niiliiirr 

and ussistnig to the fannem for recovering of their debts on nciiH.nt of mte 
contracts made icbiimg to reiitingout their oarts or .selling their wosnut" ^ 

isbLd?"®'**'’* ‘•‘'wrls shall be severely puiii*hid when the oircxider 


14. If the farmore slmllsuspeel w-licre any stolen cocoanulH an* Imli.,.,) 
thc.rmsJinRnpl.c.aiio« they shall he permitted n guard losoareh a,!rf!Y,lC 

15. Ail shophcopcrsorany others thntelmll be convicted tolnve Win 
or received .stolen coconmits, or all in whoso houses «.:i.»i^i 

coconnuts arc found Blmll i)0 subjected lo siieh 

Government ahall think fitto iEon ihem pumshment as the 

pay forovory such offence Its. 600 to he distributed - lln *inofn if 

ila 200 lowardB erecting anew custom house, and k 200 t^the llaid farmer 

1C. That when any green cnjiin* or p.-ilmlcaiM arc wantisl for tho is'c 
the Honourablo Company, application be made to tbo fUncTs l .si thev 
may be stripped from such trees ns may cause the lees dmiin^' ^ 
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17. The President and Council likewise promising the farmers to support 
and indulge them any otiiorwiso as shall he thought rcasonnblo.* 

The sale-proceeds of "the Company’s oarts are thus recorded at a 
^ Consnltation on tlie 6tli September 1728 : The fazanddrs having opctied 
the price for selling Uicir cocoanuts at Hs. 16 the ilionsand of 1120 
and Ambaidds offering to buy the produce of tho Honourable Company’s 
oarts for the season botli of tho growtli of Bombay and Mdhim, it is 
agreed thoj' be delivered liim at Bs. 17 the tliousaud to be paid the last 
of next July.® 

On the 27th August 1731 a Consultation records : TIus being tlie 
day, 27th August 1731, appointed for setting up to publie sale the 
Company’s cocoanuts of Mdhim and Bombay, and sun^y merchants 
attending, the doom are thrown open and they are called in. The 
Secretary explains to them tlie conditions of sale, namely that the 
cocoanuts both of Bombay and LIdhim arc to be set up at the same 
price and the amount of the whole is to be paid by the pmnhaser, who 
is to be the highest bidder, at or before the 31st of Julj’^ next ensuing, 
the cocoanuts to be delivered by the Companj’^’s overseer as they are 
gathered and as tho purchaser may require. "When Ambaidds Takidds 
appears to be -the highest bidder at Bs. 23 tlic thousand of eleven 
hundred cocoanuts.® 

At a Consultation the 20th AiJril 1 733 the President acquaints the 
Board that information has been given by Esu Ndik Mukd&m of tho 
Bhauddri^ that, provided thej'' can be encouraged and cmploj'ed in their 
usual occupation 6f drawing toddy, several families of that caste arc 
desirous of coming from Cliaul to reside on this island. In order to 
encourage tlicm and employ them in that manner the said Esn Nd.ik 
proposes to rent for the term of seven yearn betwixt 300 and 400 cocoannt 
trees belonging to the Honourable Company, situated \vithin the town 
walls, at a certain yearly rent for each tree. As the said Bhanddris are 
highly deserving of enconragement being not only laborious andindustii- 
ous in their occupation but likewise bred to the service of arms and ready 
on all occasions, it is agreed iliat tlie said Esu Ndik liavc bohvixt 300 
and 400 trees for the term of seven years at the usual rent of 4 J larcos 
. for every tree or three-quarters of a rupee silver money or sixty pice in 
pice money. That they sliall deliver up the said trees at tlie end of the 
sixth year iu the same good condition tliat they received iliem, but sliall 
pay the said rent for the term of seven years complete as is more 
particularly expressed in the conditions of this farm ; and that tlie said 
rents sliall be punctually paid in quarterly payments. Directed tliat 
‘Antonio de Silva, overseer of tlie Compan;ps oarts, give in an account 
to this Board on Friday next the 29th instant of the exact number of 
trees tliat can he spared for this service, and that a lease be prepared to 
be executed by the said Esn Ndik conformable to this our Resolution.* 
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> Pub. Diary Get.' 1724 Vol. 2 of 1724, 124-126. 

= Boin. Gov. Consultation 6th Sept. 1728, Pub. Diiiiy 3 of 1727-28, 173. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 27tb August 1731, Pvib, Diary 4 of 1731, 101. 
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Agl'ceahly to the above order a week later, 27tli April 1733, Antonio 
de Silva, overseer ofttie Honourable Cornpany's oarts, brings in a report 
oE tlie number of cocoanufc trees situated ■witlnn thcToiYnWaTl 'wbich -were 
designed to bo let at rent to Esu Ndik Mukddatn oE the Bhanddris for 
accommodating and enilploying some families of that caste of people 
tihat were desirous o£ coming from Cliaul to reside on this island. The 
Board observe i By the said report it appears that no more unemployed 
cocoannt trees are ivithin the town wall than 111, and as these 
are dispersed in sundry oarts and stations amongst other trees already let 
to Bhanddris, we cannot let the said 111 trees as w.ns proposed to Esu 
Ndik for any term of years at a certain annual rent. Yet as we are 
desirous of accommodating, as well as we can, such families oE 
Bhandaris as are actually come upon tlie island on account of the 
encouragement given them, it is agreed that Antonio de Sih*a, overseer 
of the oarts, do let the said 111 trees to the said Blranddris at the usual 
prices such other trees are let for, and that the produce of the same be 
entered in his annual account.^ 

A Consultation of the Slst August 1733 records ; This Ixsing the 
day appointed for setting up to public sale the Honourable Companj-'s 
cocoannts of Bombay and Mdliim and sundry mci'chants attending the 
doors are thrown open and they are called in. The Secretary then 
explains to them the conditions of sale, namely that the coeoanuts hotU 
of Bombay and Mdbim are to be put at the same price and the amount 
of the whole to be paid by the purchaser who is to be the highest bidder 
at or before the Slst July next ensuing, the cocoannts to ho delivered 
by the Company's overseer as_ they are gathered and as tlie purchaser 
may require. Navroji Rustaraji and ShTiji Dhammset appear to he the 
liighest bidders at Bs. 22^ per ^onsand o£ 1100 cocoannts." 

The Diary of the 13th September 1734 records: Having appointed 
this day for the sale of the Honourable Company's cocoauiits produced 
in oasts stBonabay wad Mdbim wad wmdsy Tawicbante nttendiug 
they are called in and acquainted that the terms of sale are the same as 
hitherto customary, namely the cocoauuts of Bomba}' and Mahim 
to' be sold at the same price, eleven bundled to be allowed for a 
thousand, and the amount to be paid by the Slst J ul}- next, unth tins 
additional article that the buyer be obliged to take the whole quantity 
from the overseer of the oarts before tlie 10th May next. When being 
put up to public sale, Revddfis Ambaidfis appeain to bo the highest 
bidder at the rate o£ Bs. 24| a thousand the highest price ever given.® 

Towai-ds tiie close of 1735 (November 1st) the Bhanddris presented 
the follo’wiug petition to Government praying for a reduction of their 
rent ; The humble petition of all the inhabiting Bhandaris of Bombay 
and Mtlhim humbly shewoth that whereas when this island first passed 
under the Government of His Britannic Majesty there lived on it a 
certain number of Bhanddris of the caste called Amhatias ; and soon 


> Bom. Gov. Oonpittntion 27th April 1733, Pub. Diary 5 o£ 1732-33, lOS, 

2 Pub. Diary 6 o£ 1732-33, 184. j , a 

3 Born. Gov. Consultation 13th Sopl, 1731, Pub. Diary 7 of 1734, 137. 
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after from Uic ucigliboiiriiig' countries ollicrs of iLe castes Quitas (Kitds) 
and Slundas came likewise to live on tke island^ ; all being encouraged to 
' fix tlioir diyellings here by the permission they had of drawing toddy 
r and distilling arrack without any acknowledgment save the duty of 
defending the island and keeping up out of their tribe at the door of the 
Governors house a small guard or chauhi. Tlie guard was a regulai- 
allotment of men for cveiy day in the week who entered upon duty from 
the hours of nine in the moniing to eleven and from three in the afternoon 
to five. When the Government passed into the liands of the Honourable 
Company the above disposition continued without any alteration for about 
seven 3 'ear 6 . The Government then intimated to the Bhanddris tliat for the 
better securilj’- and effect of the privileges and favours granted them, and 
to assure them the ncccssaiy use of the palmairas which the fazanddra had 
often refused them, they should pay a small acknowledgment for the 
liberty of draiving toddy and distilling. arrack. The Bhanddris did 
aeeordinglj' oblige themselves to an annual ceitain paj'ment of 
something more than Xs. 200. From tliat time tlie said sum was raised 
by a general cess at a reasonable rate by their mukddam chattghulds 
and pdiils who w'erc made answerable for the same and annually paid 
it into the treasury. But as the headmen from time to time proceeded 
to impose heavier rates. Government ordered there should be an annual 
renter or farmer, but without prejudice to the exemption fram payment 
cnjoj’cd by their miihddam chaughulas and p&iile. They were 
therefore still obliged to assist the renter in districting the amount of 
the rent into reasonable rates and proportions that the poorer might 
not be oppressed or suffer. After the Bliandaris had behaved ivitli 
that courage zeal and fidelity which it is notorious they shewed in the 
defence of the island when it was invaded by the Sidis, as a reward for 
their seivices on that occasion, tlie Government was pleased to promise 
them an exemption from paj'ing anj' rent for the future. The delays 
of successive Governors prevented tliis promise being canted into effect. 
IMcanwhile the increase in population raised the price of toddy and 
arrack in proportion, aud the stiife and competition of the renters 
carried the price of the annual rent to such an excessive height that to 
indemnify themselves they did not, as had always been the custom, 
proceed to distribute the rates amongst the Bhandilris with the advice 
.and consent of their mu/iddaffj chaughulas and pntils but took the 
whole into their hands, hindering the Bhanddris from drawing toddy 
or distilling arrack. As this is all the Bhanddris have to depend upon 
for their support and sustenance it leaves them entirely at the mercy 
and disposal of the farmer or renter for the time being. ^ In time past 
their own mukddam ohaiighulds and pdiils being acquainted with the 
circumstances and necessities of the respective families used to 
proportion their allotments accordingly which for want of that 
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• yl m&tth’ds, apparently sellers of sour dmbal toddy, is preserved in the surnamo 
Ambtc ; Kilds, Hindu Bhand&ris from the south Konknn from M4lvnn as far pe™ 
as Alibilg, claim Kita as a corruption of Khatri or Kthalriya ; Shindds, probably 
slave-born Mardthfis, arc Hindu Bhanddris from Bassein, most of whom are tappers 
of hrah trees, a few of cocoanut trccs, but none of date trees ; Gaur Bhanaaris are 
from Bassein Tdluka. 
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inistoiictl 

rioMit.w Towx 

tlio i-cnforp can imver do with any ccrUinty. By tid*- 
ini^nsyonr iwlUionerp nro n’llncxl to estremu }>ovcrty and for 

which ho rcniwly oilier than the followin'' apptMrs : 

'Jlio rent sliftll Ih' r»'«luo»iI to llio fixi'il rinn <‘f H*. lO.O-jO a ytar iin'Jrt' ai 
aarMni'ni tol»> mml'* Ji-'twixt the ClovernwPiit mol yoorpitUioaeM npia the 
fulliiwhi:; L-Diiilttiono : 

I. Tlmt vour pctitluncr-' olutll K’ oMti?'.! atol b>and Wntly aa'i 
i>ejnmt<ly Jor llinjvatly p-iynn’iit of III. li),oo-) ^viihutii doonterd'K}! 
ivliicli the n«!i»nra1J*' C'lmpaiiy rfilt firthT t<> hr TTC*ivfri 

nptKitttted nt tlieir phwmv, coiifDfnjalilo to the IW to he annually fnroi'hel 
liy ytiiir petitioni-i/. 

' 2. That the fni»X.!.Ann !•/ ntiil />//•/« of rout' [Ktitinnefs’ 

Minil he liio ivr.'(inaft«ihoriz-’(l to distribute (ho aihl «'tm of i{»!. IQ.tWO loh) 
cr-jxed ill (iroimrtion nnmiitr the (lifft-reiit iMxte't of Hhtitilifrit teichonififiy 
utlicr (>• rioii intcrnicdiltiii^, and tlii“i'> headiiirii eliatl ftirni'li ti Ibt 
iiy tIu'iiiM’Ivci to direct the reciiv.-rn in li«ry in;; tin* mim nf*ir»'‘.iM. 

Jt. Tliftt In ra'o 'if tlio deitli or riinnin:; nvray of any Illi.Mnllr: the_ 
Govi'iiimi'iit eh-itl not nialro nny nUttenient but eh til tviwr the wiiirt' 
uiitnof it**. 10/100. Kitnilnrly in co-'o of any frcifi lllivxltfris romin;: fre'S 
'ilher «niiitri(!’« to lift* iijein the i'daiid the nr*** ronier'* fhtll _t“s 
iiicoqionU'd with your iK-titiDiirni ntid Ih" rat'd hy the nittX iif-trt eAna^’.f^t 
nnd ;i i/t/t to piy what tlioy .shall jiiiljre n n'.a'onahl'' propsTtion. jVii'l to 
GoverMiiienl 'hill »ol on accotinl of the new Dliainllrb rai'e th'ircltiTi 
nh'ivo It*. 10,000. 

4. Thai ill eondderntlon of the payment of tli*' wiiil mini of R*. Id, 003 
your pi'titioneni ahull linvc full llbctiy t<» draw tinldy fmrn the palmainw, 
'lislll nrrauk tiX«l nnd mid aell nrrach fur the c< rtoiii priw td 4 piee 

the a'l* nn<l one pi«<* the me.i<mn> of toddy without nny ii'rct'ity of further 
liccrac or .auUionty than that Ilf the hiiitrfi/arn r/ui>yA«f'M nnd Jn 

cn.>p your petitionera ntmid in need of inoro inlrn liras the Government 
shall tinnply them wlmt it can on your petitioners* payim; the name lirfo’ 
which tiiey now actually jiay to the fnr.aiidiln' whieli is not to le* nltered. 

0, Tlial in return for thcftreat favour they slmil in thin tnnmier receive 
from the Guvernment in nfsistiiiR nnd lielpintr them to n livelihood jour 
jH'litioiU’t'S sh-all bind thcniM-lvca to he rcidy on nil occasions for the 
defence nnd nervice of the isiniid witli .arms to la' mipnlird them hy tlio 
Government without pretending or icqniriiig any other rew.inl or pay 
except ncccasary iirovision*. 

I£ flicpc articlc.s arc agreed to, yoiir.pctitioncrsmny Iioiic (o be able to 
obtain a coinpclont livelihood and lie relieved from tfio great necessities 
and want to which they are at present actually reduced. TIicsc there- 
fore your petitioners humbly submit to your Honours’ con.sidcration for 
such relief ns your Honours shall judge fitting.* 

On the 1st November 1735 tlio President hays before tlio Board the 
above petition presented by the heads of the lihaudnris, setting forth 
the difficulties they labour under through the excessive high rent paid 
for Uio arrack farm. The President also acquaints the Board that on 
discoursing with the heads of the said Bhanddris ho liad with some 
difficulty prevailed on them to engage to give Rs. 12,000 a year for 
' the solo liberty of selling toddy and arrack. lie liad tlicroupon sent for 
tlio present farmer to know if he was inclined to relinquish his contract, 
w’ho, though he confessed that he Lad hitherto suffered by it, was in 
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hopes to rclriovc his loss during' the time remaining o£ his contract and 
tliercfore was unwilling to give it up. The Bhanddris being a very 
uscfnl set of people and of all our inhahitanis the most to be depended 
on in anj' ejdgonoy, they being of a military casto and having on 
several occasions behaved with courage, we should be very glad to 
preserve those already upon tiic island as well as encourage others to 
come and settle among us, as the increase of then* number would tend 
to the better security of the plsico which during tho time that our 
ves.'sels arc out, we are sorry to say, is but ill provided. The method 
now proposed ndll we hope not onlj-- prove effectual for that end but in 
our opinions is highly advantageous to onr Honourable Masters, It is 
• thorefoje unanimously agreed humbly to recommend tbo same to them 
for their concurrence j and by the time wc receive their answer, the 
25rcscnt contract irill be expired. Wc must observe, continue the 
Board, that tho rent was run up to sucli an extravagant height 
through a pique Ijctween two of the bidders. We tlicrefore cannot 
expect it will let for so much the next time. And this we hope will 
liavo some weight towards obtaining our Honourable Masters’ consent 
to an agreement that wc are sincerely of opinion is so much for the 
true interest of this settlement.*^ 

A week later, 7tlr November 1735, the overseer of the Honourable 
Compan3''B oarts submits liis accounts of charges thereon for the last 
3'car (ifSli-SS) amounting to Bs. 4652-3-75^. Tho produce of the 
ti'cos let to Bhanddris to draw toddy from and other fruit trees 
in tho said oarts (exclusive of the eocoanuts sold) amounts to 
Es. 4299-1-48.= 

Tho Bomba3' Diarj' of the 5th Dccemljer 1735 has tlw following 
entiy; Bupp DLanji desiring to purchase an oart belonging to tlie 
Ilonourahlc Company, which, according to the ancient valuation made 
by tho vercadorcs .and which is generally esteemed about ^1£ tho real 
worth, amounts to no more than Ks. 362. As tho same is situated close 
bj' another oart belonging to Bupji is dcsirons of making 

improvements. For conveniorip' e ho has offered as far a5^B.s. 1040 
and as tbis is advantageous to rue^Hononrable Company being more 
than the real worth of the oart, it is agreed to accept his offer.® 

Bcgarding tho 3'carly sale by public auction of tbc Company’s 
eocoanuts a Consultation of tho 30th July 1736 records : Accordn^ 
to public notice sovcral morcliants attending to bid for tho Ilonourable 
Company’s eocoanuts they are called in and tho terms of salo declared 
to ho tho same as last year, namely the produce of Bombay and 
M4him to be put up together j the money to be paid^on or before the 
31st July next; and the purchaser, who is to bo tho lughes.fc bidder, to 
tatc all tho eocoanuts from the overseer of the oai-ts Ixifore tho 1st of 
May next. The oarts are then put up and Haribhdi appears to bo tho 
highest bidder at B.s. 26} tho thousand of eleven hundred nuts. Later 
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on tliia purclinsor wos not deemed a substantial person and the cocoanuts 
had a^ain to be pni to auction. A Consultation o£ the 20th October 173S 
records : The purchaser o£ the cocOannts named in the Consultation bt 
the SOlliof July last not IjciiifT esteemed a &iihstanti.'ilj>crson not haring \ 
ofTcred good soenrity, iho cocoanuts arc again put up upon the same ' 
conditions and sold to jMitncbji at Its. a thousand of eleven hundted 
nuts, that is at the same price Ihej' were before sold for.' 

A Considlation of ilic 5th August 1737 has the folloning en(ij 
rcganling the revenue from palm gardens : Sundry merclianfs now ‘ 
attending to bid for the Honourable Comp.any's cocoanuts, thegrowf/i 
of Bombay and Mdliim are now put up in one lot on (he usual tems to 
be paid for on the 3lst Jul}' next and the whole quantity of cocCannls 
to be (.nlcen from the ovorscor of the oarts by the 1st May nerf, 
Vitbaldds Kcsliavrdm and Itupji Dbanji appear tlio highest Inddcts at 
Bs. 25f the thousand of 1100 nuts and they arc according!}' declatd 
the purcliasors,® 

On the 2nd Mardi 1738 tho Court direct tluvt the overseer of the 
oarts should keep his accounts in English. And that instead of as 
formerly being brought in annually they should be produced njonthly 
and examined by the Collector of the roA'cnues before they arc passed 
by the Board.® 

Tho stipply of (ho Company's cocainuts for tlie season, that is froa 
Isi May to 30tli April next, was (15th August 114:0) sold at public 
auction at Rs. 24 4 for one thousand of movon hundred cocoanuts. 
The price at which the highest bid stood on 7th August 1741, at a 
similar sale for next year, was Rs. 26J for 1000 of 1100 nuts.* 

A Consultation of the 26tb September 1740 records: Read a letter 
from Mr. Richard Sanders overaecr of the oarts representing the want of 
a safe lodgment for tlie security of the produce of the Honourable Com- 
pany's trees in tlio district of Mdhim. Mr, Sanders states that from 
the present method of trustiug the cocoanuts in the houses of under- 
servants they arc liable to fnjqucnt pilferage and noeidents by fire. 
Ho lliorefore requests ponnission to Jbuild a proper warehouse of sand 
stono and chunam. An estimate of its diarcc now presented amounts 
to Rs. 1875. Tho Board being convinced of Hie truth of this report, and 
that in a term of years such work may be a real saving to onr Honour- 
ablo Masters, it is ordered to be set about according to tho plan laid 
down, and to prevrat any imposition or overcharge, tlio Chief of Mlilum 
for tho time bciug is to nave the overseeing and forwarding the same.® " 

Regarding the administration of the oarts a Consultation of the 
lOth June 1741 records : The President on inspecting the account, 
of the oarts^ cannot find satisfactory information wliSiher they are 
duly administered, namely in regulating the waterways or channels," 


« Bom^ Gov. CouBTiltations 30tU July and 20tU Oct. 1733, Fnb. TWaiy 3 of 1735, 28D, 
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f ^ r ' V 3''"”'S t.«cs, and removing' such 

ticcs«u,innj bo (lcc.ycfl. To secure improvement in this matter 
It IS proposed: That the overseer assisted by the vereatocs S 

arc ^vcll skilled do enter on a full c.Vflmi.mtio.i and me the 
proper means for rendering this branch of the Companyl estate ns 
henciicml us possible, remarking u-itlial if the iveJJs are in order 

thoronib r’lS? Further that rve may be 

drawn"mA °V '? o*’ Joss, let an account be 

^ '^'>*y'^«suing shewing the state of the 

that state with the actual 
condition in Hint this account contain the true 

niinibor bearing fruit, others that may' bear in a certain time, those 
that arc decayed, and how many young jilants can be inti-oducctl in 
the vacant spaces.* 

Si.v inonlbs later a Consultation of the 19th December 1 741 records; 
ncad a |ettcr from Mr. Richard Sanders accompanying a report of 
the condition of the llonoiirnhlo Company’s oarts compared with 
tlint 111 iVltii*cii 1/40, us nlso fi. list of certum onrts wherein are want- 
mg new' wells and waterways or the old ones to bo thorouo^hly 
repaired, and adding a request to be allowed the extraordinary 
expense be alleges he has been at in taking this survey amounting 
to Jls. J. lie whole of this is deferreri till we ciiu with 

more leisure and c.xactncss peruse those accounts for possiim the 
necessary directions.- ® 


A Consultation of the 2'Jth July 1741 records: Rond a petition 
from an iiihabitant of this island setting forth that in August last 
he exported a parcel of coco.anuts but in makiiigujinccoiuits with tlic 
custom master the <lutics are charged on a valuation of Rs. 34 J the 
1000, though at the real time of shipping them, they were actually 
worth 110 more than Rs. 21J, ns avos proved by the Ilonourablo 
Company’s selling theirs a few days afterwards at that price. 
The President then observes that the occasion of this application 
hiitb arisen for want of a fi.xcd and certain time, when the year 
should expire, as all eocoaimls arc valued at w'liat the Company’.s 
yield and the duties levied accordingly. It is therefore directed 
a.s a rule in future that tho year he reckoned from the 1st day of 
August to the Slstday of the succeeding mouth of July. And as the 
lloiiourablc Company’s coconniits arc always disposed of early in 
August, the price they go off at is to be esteemed the standard for 
collecting the duties on all other cocoanuts e.vportcd W'ithin the 
above computed .space of tivclvc months.® 

Regarding the Company’s cocoanut trees a Cousultatiou of the IStli 
June 1742 records ; Under the orders of tho l9Ui Juno 1741, notice 
w'as given to tho overseer of tho oarts to prepare and deliver a true 
account of the condition of the Company’s cocoanut trees. This has 
hecu accordingly performed as by nlislract thereof following this Cou- 
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Bultation. As, in conpcqtteneo of tlie numljor of private trees cut doim in 
connection nllh the fortification works, a large tharo of the Compan/s 
trees will go hy way of equivalent, it canfiot he to any purpose to enter 
on any regulations with respect to llic Company's trees until we see 
what may remain after rendering the satisfaction intended to private 
persons. The following details wore reported by the overseer Mr. 
Ricliard Sanders regarding the condition of llic Hon’blo Compan}'’6 
oarts at Dombaj’* ; 

Comi>anif*s Bomhai/ 174J» ^ 
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At a Consnltation.the 8th 'March 1713, tJic overseer of the Ilonourahlo 
Compan}''s oarts represents the oarts to ho in great vrant of manure 
and tliat the produce is annually dccrc.ising, and states even at this 
time to give them a proper manure with pinnnckCpinocw oil-cako), which 
is esteemed the next best to ktita forbid by the Government, the charge 
will amount to Tls. SnOO. It has heretofore been thought most 
advantageous for the Company to rent out their oarts, the charge of 
collecting being very considerable in mspect to the pirodacc and the 
natives that nuvy hire small parcels of trees of tlio farmer giving better 
attendance in looking after them than hired servants will do. It is 
proposed that publication be made for receiving offers for taking tlic 
Company's oarts at Bombay or Mdhim jointly or separately on lease 
for the teim of seven or nine j'care as shall he most suitable to the 
hiddci'B. And that all such proposals he delivered to the overseers of 
the oarts for tlioir further considomtion and comparing witli the net 
prodnes of the oarts since the Company have kept them in their 
own hands 

Two mon^slatera Consultation of the 6th hlay 1743 records : Agree* 
able to the Bcsolution of Council of the 8th of Marcdi last, publication 
having been made of our willingness to lot out the Honourable Oom- 
pany's oarts, several proposals had been made to the overseer. These 


t V 
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being coiiPulcrcd and compared with what the said oavls produce upon 
a medium ot sevcnil years past, the Board are unanimous in opinion it 
will 1« more for the ComjTan 3’'6 advanhigo to fann them out. The 
following conditions arc tliereforc prepared with the consent of all 
p.ariics and are x^ihlishcd, the doors being thrown ojien and every ono 
admitted : 

Bombay Fruit Bearers and Fspigndns .about ... 4000 

^Inliinr do. do. do. ... ] 5,000 

Bombay and Miihini young trees ... ... 10,000 

29,000 

Jiticle lit. Tlial they bo put up at the following rates : 

For the 3 fii-st yca.ta ...lls. 7000 a 3-car. 

Bo. 3 next do. ... 9000 do. 

Bo. 3 next do. ... 11,000 do. 
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3n>l. That Ibe farmer shall p.a3* liis rent into the Honourable CompBn3-'8 
tro.-isiiiy annudlh*. 

flrcl. That the farm sludl be continued for nine 3-cnrs certain unless the 
farmer »-hnll make difault in the pa3-mcnt of his rent or in other llio condi- 
tions agreed to 1)3- him. In cucli case the Ilonouniblo President .and Conncil 
Khali be .at full liberty to lake back the raid oarts from the farmer and lease 
fhein out to mcli other persona ns tlie3' shall think proper, and if 0113’ loss 
arise tlicreh3- to the Honourable Comp.an3', the fanner shall make the same 
good to them. 

4l}i. In <«.«<•, by storniR or other unforeseen accidents not owing to the 
neglect of the firmer, nny damage shall accrue to tho trees during the said 
term of nine 3-0, ira f-uch allowance shall be iiwdo to the farmer aa to tho said 
President and Council shall seem meet mid just. 

fflh. That out of the trees which shall bo blown down, the fanner sball 
have 11 suflioient quantity allowed him for repairing the wheels and wntenToya 
niul the remaiiidei- sliall bo for the use of the Con)pan3-. 

(It/t. That the fiirmor Khnll make proper fences for presorriiig the voting 
plniils and shall keep them in gooil repair. If .any liamngo Iinpixms by his 
iieglectiligi-o to do ho shall imil.c ninpio satisr.-ictioii to tho Uomiiany for 
the .same. 


7t7t. That the Prcsidciil niid Council shall repair and put into good order 
all the wells wheels, and waterways belonging to tho Company s oarts mid 
in cue thes’ mid the farmer Khali judge niiy now ones iiccess.-ip-, tho 1 resi- 
dent ami Cmiucil shall be at tho cxiiciisc of digging and making the Bainc. 

Slh That if the farmer shall have jn-st reason to sii.spcct that his cocoaniits 
h.ave been stolen oi-nre com-ealt-d, on making due api.lication, proper poreonB 
Kliall be iippointeil to searcli for the same And if any person or nereons shall 
1... of h-iviiie- boiicht or rccencd. stulcii cocoaiiuts, 11103- shall bo 

dul3 iuini‘£.fforCic «am^^ ".«"<> 

Magiftlmtc, one-quarter part to bo paid to tho iiifonncrgnd the other threc- 
qii.-irtcm to be equally divided between the Company mtd tbe fanner. 

ntf. That if aiiv uerson Klmll resist iiijnro or iiniicdo tho farmer or his 
Kcrvaiits ill wliat rcg.uds tbo occupying the said farm, ho slinll ho duly pnnish- 

cd for the bame. , , „ i 

101/, That the overeoer of the o-arls, collector of tho ren s, and all such 
other uorsoiih as the Prc«i<loiit and Council sliall appoint Hlinll bo aiding and 
araisrimi to thc“d^^^^^ in ^covering his debts co.itracted on acwm.t of 
Urn saitf fai-m also for the belter improving mid mnnunng tho said oarts. 

I I/ll. Tliat when any green eajam arc wanted for tho Company ® 
tvlVInn in the fanner shiill bo made for the same which ho shall bo ohligtd 
ast bcrcu^^^^^^^^ tho Company paying for the same as usual 
ISIh 'J’hat tho fanner shall at all lime.s admit tho ovei-soor of Ibe oarts 
„r others appointed by the Frcsidcnl mid Council to view and inspect llio 
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oarts and walls with everything iliorcunto holongiug. I£ it shall ho lound 
that Hie farmer has not complied with the terms ofliis lease report thereof 
shall be made to the Prudent and Council that they may issue proper 
orders concerning the same. 

13(k, That pinnack shall be permitted to be put to the trees, and if that 
shall not be procurable then the farmer shall bo at liberty to make use of any 
other manure except hita and huelshaiBth.a.t is iisk>mnuarc. 

14 th, That all persons who let out carta or oxen to hire, shall he ohliped to 
serve the said farmer for the use of the Company’s oarts in such manner andat 
such rates m the President and Council shall settle, and that the pot-naias 
shall be obliged to sell him pots for the use of the said oarts at the same prices 
as they have usually sold them to the Company. 

16th. That all persons who unhusk cocoanuts shall be obliged to serrefta 
farmer at the same rates they have served fte Company. 

16th. That, if requested by tho farmer, when any lawful manure comes to 
this island for sale, half, as has been customary, be appropriated for the las 
of the Company’s oarts on the farmer paying the market price for tho same. 

That the' farmer shall have the, benefit of all ths fniit trees and 
cajdns in the ooxts, excepting such quannty of cajdne as have hitherto hcea 
usually taken for the Company’s use. 

18th. That all persons proper and necessary for conducting and manning 
the said farm, and for cultivating and improving the said tree^ shall ho oblige 
to serve the said former in such manner as they have been accustomed -to 
serve the Company whilst they kept the said aarts in their own hands. 

19ih. That during the term of his lease the former shall receive to his own 
use ground rent for all such housesasare or shall be erected within the Com* 
pany’s oarts at Mdhim at the samemtea that the Company has hitherto received. 
If it shall appear necessary to the said farmer to remove any of the houses 
already built, he sliall first obtain the consent of the overseer or other persons 
appointed by the President and Council. 

SOth. The farmer shall not permit toddy to bo drawn from more than 
3000 coooanut trees at any one time and toddy shall not be drawn from 
any treo moip than three years together. In case any dispute arise between 
the Bandhtris and the farmer he shall abide by the determination of the 
President and Council. . ‘ 

Slet. That the Company shnll have full liberty to cut down for their own 
use all trees from which the farmer receives no benefit, they first acquainting 
the fanner thereof. 


SSnd. 'Whereas this island does not produce sufiicient of any sort of manure 
(salt excepted) for the use of the oarts, but the same is imported from other 
parts, in case the importation of such manure be prevented by war or any 
other unforeseen accidents, the farmer shall not be subject or liable to pay the 
Company any consideiation for the damage the said oarts may sustain for 
want til ereof. On the contiarr bo shall have sijdi allowance made him as to 
the Pi-esideut and Council shall seem meet and just. 

23rd, That tlie farmer shall at his own expense during the term of his 
leMe plant young trcM in lieu of all such trees as sb.!.!! be btown down and in 
all the vacant spaces in the said oarts and sliall water and manure them and 
the yuong plants now in the oarts not transplanted. In consideration of 
tto at the expinaiou of his lease he shall receive in money one-half of their 
then value according to onatom. 


<W3ign over to the Company all his estate and 
of the conditions of his lease and the 
President and Council shiUl support and indulge tho said farmer in all such 
matters and thmgs os to them Mali appear reasonable. ' 

or wheels be broken or dcstnwed by 
the tolling of trees or other sccident (not occasionctl by tbo neglect of the 
farmer) tho Company shall at their own expense make new wies in liei“ 
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Thc.nroiv?oinglMingfnllycxpl«iinc(Uii(l,nulcretoocl W .ill present 

voni 1 IrnWcr at- Its. {>250 a year the first three 

ii»r <J»c Inst three years, Kiiinsct staled tli.it 

ilukmidscl IndaniFct, Jlhilni Sin-iy Nevroknr, and Diikiilsct Ganbdsct 
yyerc Ins partners in tlio said farm, who scvemlly declared their assent. 
A lease w.is directed to he prejiarcd according to thenhove conditions ns 
also .1 Iiond to Iw cxccnled by the farmers assigning over their estates 
and ciTccls ns scciinty for their piincliial iierformancc of what on their 
parts IS to lie oh^eiTcd.* 


A Consultation of the 20th .Tune 17d3 records : The farmers of the 
Loinimny s oarts having cxcculctl w-ritings for the said farm, they .ire 
now, ns customary on such occasions, called in and presented \vith 
tlinwls.- 


A Consultation of the 2]st Fchru.iry 1711 records: The owners 
of the oarta deliver a report of sonic repairs ncccfFary to tlie wheels 
iind wells in the Coinpany’B oarts ns also of some new wells tluit arc 
Avhicli liy tlip lenns oC llie Icapc to tlio famici^ arc to be builb 
at the Hoaouni!»lo CompaayV expense, Oi-dcml the overpccr make 
enquiry whclhcr any person will undcrtilvC the E.imc for a sum certain 
and how much.* 

A month later, 30tli lilnrcli 17*14, the f.irmcrs of the oarts offering to 
undertake the rejiairs of the wells and wheels in the oarts for the sum 
of nijices four tliourund five imndrcil licing something lees tlian Messrs. 
Sanders and Smith's calciiinto, the farmers^ offer is agreed to, and they 
nre told the scvonil works must Iks jierformcd in the iminncr proposed 
by ^Ir. Smith and snhjccl to his inspection.* 

A Consultation of the lOtli Oclolier 1 7*14 rccoids : From the 
llonoiirahle Coin]i.in}*’s oarts lK*ing farmed out, the ollicc of overseer docs 
not require so much attention as when they were in the Comiiaiij-'s luinds. 
1 1 may therefore lie executed by the person who has cli.irgo of the 
revenue*!, 'fliis nl present is Mr, Hugh Howard one of the Members of 
Council wlioie allowance as CoUcclor, iiotwith'-t.amling the office is of 
gre.at consequence, was no more tlian Iwenty-thrco riijiccs Ihrcc-qnarlcrR 
and twenty-six res a month, allliough the overseer of the oarts had 
fifty rupees a monlli. As from the nature of it this office ought to lie 
iinincdiately under the Collector, the Board resolve to vest those otfices 
in one jwrson with .a monthly appoinlnicnl of sixty rupees. By this 
.a yearly F.an'iig will rc.sult of one hundred and sixty-five nipccs Ihrcc- 
quarlcrs and twelve res.® 

Tlio records licLwccn 1720 .and 1744* contain many references {oahkuri 
or liquor excise. Piinch-liouscs and p.alm-iapping appear among the 
leading heads of revenue, and the dispntc.s between the toddy fanners, 
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the Blianddris or palm tappers, and the fazanddrs or landholders 
cause numerous GousultaMons. 

On the 31st August 1720 the license for heeping punch houses was 
put up to farm for eleven months when Mr. Bichard Bristow appeared 
the highest bidder at Bs. 1520, including the excise on Goa arrack sold 
at retail. The Secretary was directed to draw out articles accordingly,^ 

Kegarding the arrack form or rent a (.'onsnltation of the 19th July 
1728 has the following entry: The arrack rent expiring the first of 
next month and nobody, on public notice being given, appears hut • 
Pasquel Bareito and the old Rendeira or farmer. The old farmer being 
considerably in arrears with the Honourable Company is objected against, 
and Pasquel ofEering to take the farm for three years at Rs. 10,000 a 
year being Bs. 45 advance on the last farm, his offer is accepted and a 
bond and articles are ordered to be prepared to be executed accordingly.® 

On the 25th June 1731 a Consultation records : This being the day 
appointed by public proclamation for the letting of the nrraek rent for 
three years to commence from the Ist of August next ensuing sundry 
inhabitants attend and the doors are thrown open and they arc called 
in and the conditions of the said rent now to be put up at public sale 
are explained to them. Joseph de Crouse inhabitant of Mahim and 
Esseimick (Esu Ndik ?) Bhanddri inhabitant of Bombay appear to be 
the highest bidders at Bs. 10,300 a year. Ordered that 'the usual 
obligations be prepared for the renters to sign.® 

The three years' term of the arrack farm having expired on the 3lBt 
July 1784 the arrack rent was again let by pnbUo auction for three 
years for Bs. 14,300 a year.* 

^ On a representation of the Bhanddris that the trees allotted to them 
did_ not prove sufficient to enable them to maintain themselves and 
their families a Consultation of the 12th March 1736. records ; The 
BhandAris representing that from the small number of trees already 
allotted them they cannot get a snfficient quantity of toddy to 
maintain themselves and families or supply the renter of the arrack 
farm, who is therefore obliged to import toddy from other parts to 
the great prejudice of said Bhanddris j and they requesting ns to lot 
them have about 900 trees more of the Honourable Company's for' 
which they are to pay at the rate of nine pice a month for eadi tree ; 
and as they are a useful set of people and we believe there is room for 
their complaint and our compl^ng with their request will be no 
disadvantage to the Company, it is agreed to relieve them in' the 
manner ^ey request the muleddams and chaughulds of the caste being ' 
security for their performance of their agreement.® 

T of the arrack farm a Consultation of the 12th' 

July 1737 has the follo\Hiig entry ; Having appointed this day for |ihe 
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fli.epn.';.al of the arraelc farm, (ho President (ahes occn.sion to observe- (o 
(ho Hoard (hat. «)ion isswin" public noUce that the said farm would Ikj 
j)iit to Kile thi.>? d.'iy, the inuka'Uons chnii^hitltii anti jxUi'/s of (he 
Jlhaudtiris immodialoly reproscnled to him by jxitiliojij wliidi is now 
rend, how ^fre.Kly they have suflered and the hardsliijis they lalxmtcd 
under during' the last farm, which was nm up to such an cxccs-sivc 
high rate that nunny families of the Hhandiiris were thereby mined. 
Further the Riid mul-adamv claimed the performance of the promise 
given them Jiy the President that thej' should lie relieved at the 
exiuralion of the iircsenfc farm. Thej' declare that in hojia-s of this 
relief they liave so long .Kit ea-sj- under their misfortunes. Now the 
PrcKdent informs the lloaid that being sensible of tho liard-ships tlio 
JlhandrtriswmildsnUor, and not doubling but our Ilononrable Masters 
would comply with llic rc<iucst we made in their l^jhalf, ho w;ls induced 
In give them holies that at the espiralion of the prc.=ont farm tiicy 
should be tnadc easy. Hut as our IToiioumbIc Jfasters in their 
comniand.s of £2nd December 1736 by llic (7ra//e.v.. in answer to our 
representation concerning the Illi.aiiddris, arc plc.ascd to say tlial tho 
practice of letting the rents to tho highest bidder must bo continued, 
lie recommends to the consideration of the Hoard whether for the 
following reasons the nccc.ssity of relieving the Bhaiidrtris will not 
justify us to our Honourable Masters for so far breaking through their 
orders c.spocially at this critical juncture. At present there are upon the 
i>.land Ixitween -lOO and 500 Hlianddris fit to camy arms who have no 
other means of maintaining tliomsclvcs and families than hy following 
their occupation of drawing toddy and distilling arnick. For manj' 
years jvisl the solo lilierty of selling these nrticlc.s h.ss been farmed out 
and gmduall]' risen in the price till it let for Hs. 10,000 a yo.ar from 
wliicli tbo last rent w.a.s at once advanced to Ils. 1 •1,300. AVhoovcr 
rents the said farm, tho advance in (he price affects only the Hhandilris 
n.« the sum the rent lots for is ilividcd in ])ropor(ion among them .and 
something arldcil f^or the trouble and cluirgc of the renter. Tlii.s hist 
farm limning so cxce.ssive high, it has fallen sohanl niion the Hhanditris 
that inanv families have been niincil, not being able to earn siitnciciit 
in tlio w.sy of their cilling to m.ainlain Uicmsclvcs and pay their 
proiwirtion of the rout. Thai the Hban'lfiri.s arc o£ a inilil.ary caste 
and ready to servo the ComiKiny in the defence of (ho island npon^ any 
emergency, is a jilca not without foundation. AVlicn the Manitlids 
invaded SAlsettc (April 1737) and wedid not know how soon they might 
lx; encouraged to the like .iltcinpl.s against n.s, the Hlianditris willingly 
retiaircd to defend the several ontjxists where they wore sometime 
stationed without any other considcnilion than lieing allowed jirovisioiis. 
Hv tliifi tho 3 ' were great siilfcrcrs, licing all th.it while deprived of the 
oiuiortunity of following their business in drawing toddy and selling 
arnick and their trees for want of being rcgulavlj' drawn were gveatly 
damaged. To this they tho more rc.idilj’’ submitted in hopes that it 
w'ouldThe considorc'l at tlio expiration of the present fai-m. Nor should 
we ii:ivc tni.stcd them to defend a place of such importance without 
luiving a vcri' good' opinion of their fidelity- and courage. At that time 
* the safety- of this i.sland chiofli' deiiended on them, they Wing fitalioiicd 
about Sion where many phicc.s in the river are fordable at low water. 

I! 100(1—11 


.•Chapter VIII. 

Hevonne and 
Finance. 

Arr.icU Kirm, 
17 . 17 . 



C]iapterTllL 

Revenue and 
rinunce. 

AttucI; Fnm, 
i73r. 


Tavern License, 
173S. 


IHistonical • 

346 BOMBAY TOWN 

r / 

Such a limbt we can never ag’ain think of rojiosing in them if we eauec , 
them to be dtsealisftcd by renting out the arrack farm on tcims, iliat ' 
render it Impossible for them to secure a maintenance for themselves 
and families. It is likewise .remarked that the Mardtlias, whose ^ 
treachery we ought to bo guarded against as if they were open enemies, 
are now in our neighbourhood. It is a general observation tlint thej- 
have gained more by their money in corrupting their enemies tlum Ijr 
the force of their arms. Should we therefom put the arrack farm to 
public sale and it run to a high price, the Bhanddris would contim 
uneasy and discontented, in which case we cannot doubt the 
Mardthiis by their emissaties would privatcl}' endeavour to inflame 
tliem to shake oft their allogtancc to this Government. They wouH 
not be wanting to make them the most fair and specions promiKs and 
that the Bhanddrls be gained over Ihcx'ohy to take part with the 
Mnrnthda Such an cnemj' amongst our own people would he mow 
to ho dreaded than any force from abroad and the safety of the island 
be greatly endangered. This w'c cannot think ought to bo risked for 
tlie sake of the gains that might accnic to onr Honourable Masters by 
putting the said rent up to public sale. As, on the other hand, by 
keeping the Bhanddris sntished, we maj’ depend upon their fidelity 
which will be a gi-eat addition to tlie strength of the island upon an 
emergency j and in the situation which we at present are and likely, to 
continue, surrounded by neighbours whom wo must guard against as 
enemies, we know not but wo may have occasion to put the fidelity 
and courage of the Bhnnddris to the proof. Should w'O have occasion 
for them, and on account of their discontent not dare to trust them, the 
charge of raising other men and maintaining them one month would be 
equal to the difference in the arrack farm for one whole year betwcci 
letting the Bliandans have it at Es. 12,000 a ye.w certain or fanning 
it to the highest bidder. Nor would the same number of any men w( 
could raise be of equal service. The Bhanddris arc bred to aims fron- 
their infancy and have a courage and fidelity which, we think, may b( 
depended upon. At the same time without onr Honourable Mastere' 
permission, we do not think it prudent to come to a final ngmcmcul 
Avith the Bhanddiis for letting to them the arrack faim forever at the 
settled rate of Es. 12,000 j^early. Still for the reasons before giver 
we persuade ourselves our Honourable Masters will not disapprove om 
gratifying the Bhanditris in some measure. It is therefore agreed 
that we let them have the said faiin for tluee years (the term it lia£ 
usually let) at Es. 12,000 a year and that we again represent their ease 
to the Honourable Company requesting their coiisont to come to a final 
agreraent with the Bbanddi-is on the terms first proposed. Eor we 
are sra^’ely of opinion it is a point of prime necessity for the welfare 
and safety of this island.' ” ^ 

On the 1st May 17^ the following license for keeping a public 
tavern is recorded: Tho Honourable John Horne trelident and 
Governor doth hereby Hcense and permit you Michael Eozor 
inhabitant of Bombay to keep a public tavern or victualling 


> noni.'Gov. Consultation IZth July 1737, Tub. Di.ir>> 10 of 1730-37, 101 -10.7, 
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house whereto all strangei's and others may resort for eating and 
drinking. You are likewise hereby lieensed to sell by retail in 
your liouse or otherwise all sorts of wine, beer, munr., arraek 
(except pnrriar arrack), and also all sorts of inixod liquors as punch 
and lemonade, taking particular care that your liquor and provision 
be good and wliolesomc in their respective kind.s, at such 
reasonable rates ns shall from time to time be adjudged and allowed. 
And you ai'o strictly to observe and follow the orders given you 
for thu government of your house, and entertain no company in 
j'our house after nine o’clock, lodgers and inmates excepted. In 
case of any fallure-tlii.s license to be forfeited and you to sufler 
such fine ns is mentioned in the instructions. Otherwise this 
license is to remain in force for the term of one year from tlio date 
liercof. Sealed with the .seal of the aforesaid Honourable Company 
in Bombay Castle this 1st day of May in the year of our Lord 
1738.* 

A ConsulLaliou of the ISth •Tnlj’’ 17.10 records: Bead the 
Bhanddri’s petition for the renewal of the lease of the arrack rent 


jichif (laucu -nu iviarcii i/oo, w wiurwu »» 
interest and security of the island, without making the loose 
perpetual, tlic Board are of opinion that the reasons urged in our 
Consultalion of the 12th July 1737 still subsisting, it will he by no 
means prudent in our present situation to take this lease out of tho 
Bhandari.s’ hands. It i.s therefore agreed that the same be renewed 
to tiicm for tlie tliree ensuing ycai*.s on tho like terms of Its. 12,000 
a 3 'car, wliicl: we esteem to bo entirely for tho interest of our 
Honourable Masters in the encouragement of the people.' 

A Consultation of tho 1st August 17*10 records ; The mi^ktUlain 
of the Blmndiiris on renewal of the lease of the arrack farm to his 
caste is called nml acquainted with the favour done them, and 
exhorted to preserve due gratitude and fidelity to the Honourable 
Company. After tbi.s he i.s in their name prescntod with two 
shawls valued about Its. 20 each.® 

llc"ardiiig the arrack farm and the Bhanddri^ cOTiplaint a 
Consultation of the 10 lb December 17*11 records : Our Honourable 
• Jlastors in paragraph CO of their coininnnds by 1 rinecss Louisa, 
are pleased to remark that tlio Bhanddris comnlamed of sonic 

liard-ships they laboured under from tboir mtifcatlani Esup Ndik, 

and that the same had not been enquired into they ought, and 

the arrack farm put upon an equitable footing. The 

since with the a.ssistaticc of proper poreons endeavoured to settle 

«f--cc, Ont.T*.n, S . of IT.tS; 17*11, 3-«. il/«m is nlo browctl from ivhcntcn malt. 

Pnrriar arrack is native apirit. • niorv* n of 17.10-JO, 2S0-200. 

: Horn. Cov. CoiisuUalioii IStli ,r ,733 in, sOO. 

> Jioiii. Oov, Coiisullulimi Ut Aitg. 1710, IMU Diary 13 of li 38 lU, ouo. 
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that mattetj and, by fixing the privileges o£ each person as well as 
what they ought to pay, to prevent any impositions. He now lays 
before the Board certain regulations with accounts annexed shewing 
how the annual amount of Bs. 12,500 with other incidentals wlD 
arise with the number of trees allotted to the Bhandaris and ^hat 
each tree is to pay. The details are : 

The Honourable Company having consented in order to assist the 
Bhandaris (who are reputed good subjects and useful in the exercise 
of arms) to give them the arrack farm at the rate of Rs. 12,500 a 
year, and sundry disputes having arisen among themselves and 
some detriment supposed to lie on those people through the mal- 
administration of their mtikddams or heads. We, the President and 
Council of Bombay, do, on considering the premisses and being 
previously assured the whole of them mil be satisfied with out 
determination, direct that from the 1st of August 1741 the 
subsequent rules shall be strictly observed excepting only that part 
relating to the persons we nominate for assisting the mulcddan 
Esuji N4ik, who are not to receive their stipulated wages until they 
enter on the execution hereof. And here it is to be noted that the 
proper rent is only Rs. 12,000 a year and the surplus Rs. 500 
appertains to an ancient tax on the Bhanddris styled aut saldmi 
or mife-tax, which, with the other, makes the Rs. 12,600 ptemen- 
tioned : 


1. ThiitlleTiji N&ik tho adnutustmtox of this faim and collector thereof 
shall moke good to the Company’s sexyEnt appointed the receiver Bs. 1041‘2-66g 
nt the end of every month or within 20 days after, which sum will in twelve 
regular payments make the sum appointed of Bs. 12,600 a year. Andos it is 
intended that he shall dOigentJy attend this office, he shall for xeward bo 
allowed out of the general produce from the farm Bs. 30 a month. 

2, And for satisfying the form the cocoanut and bxab trees must give the 
necessary supply. For the better ascertaining what each shall pay, it is directed 
there be appointed four inspoctois by us, tlie President and Counci], namely 
two for the district of Bombay and two for hldhim, who shall bo allowed 
sever^y .the wages of Es. 10 a month to he satined in the same manner as 
what is given the mukddam Esuji Ndik, namely from flte general produce of 
the forms. These inspectors must monthly count the trees actually occupied 
by the Bhandaris in order to ascertain what each man shall pay according to 
the settled rates hereafter to be mentioned. 


_ 3. 'Whereas by a calculate now furnished and taken by order of tlie President 
™ ^^41 there were actually occupied by the Bhandaris 1767 brab trees 

and 12^54 cocoanut trees for drawing toddy, we have from thence framed our 
^e what each^e shall pay in order to satisfy the farm of Es, 12,600 to the 

Es.30a month to- the miikMam 
j “ month for tlio four mspectors as well ns Es. 66-0-G5for 

^S^oMn ^ “ emmmstances shaU arise. But as it may 

often SSre occupied may not always bo the aarne but 

the amount it isdirGcif.^ 4 ?*^*^®^®^"®”*^^ occasion an increase or decrease in 

5 ™ 

proportionato increase of said rate which shall trees tl^ a 

dominated for counting the teiS montMv fop^uoted by onr i^pectors 

will havo justice done iW “®®'‘ “““tWy “d by this means every Bhunddn 


4. And ns there has been an old custom 
(who are persons appomted by the caste 


excusing the clirntglmlds and ifUili 
or scot to decide differences nniong-^t 



Matcnnls-] 


AND ISLAND. 


349 


tlicni) from p-nyiiig iin 3 ' 1 ]iing toivsirds llio nrrncic farm, thoj' nro noir, pursuant 
to mich ciisloiii. to bo roliovod nccorclinglj', ovoty e/tattg/iula and piUil being to 
eiijoi* 3t> trees freo. 

D. Tito niuliitlam Kstiji Xaik, lioing, ns lio protends, n. siiflbrcr in the sum of 
Rs. l-lf> 1-0-30 d\iring tho course ol four 3 ’caTs’ adniinistmtion tiiroiigb too 
Riiiall nn nsscnsnicnt of tho Jllinndiiris on ncconni of tlio fnnn, tho body of 
tJic^o pcoplo do consent to the pnj-ing tlio sanio in tlio following manner and 
ncconting to custom, nainelj* : 

(fi) ISvcr 3 ’' tree called consented, meaning such ns nro hired from tho 
fnx.)n(l.\Ts, to i>a 3 ' 3!> tea each. 

(h) Every tree callc<l ordered, moaning such ns tho fnzanditrs by ancient 
practice are obliged to funush from their oorta to tho Bhandfiris, bcuig 3 per 
cent to paj’ 50 r<jf each tree. 

(c) Er'cry brnb tree to pnj' 65 res. 

Tlio above regards only tho district o£ Bombny- 
As to SlJlhiin eacli BhandAri must paj’’ agreeable to liis condition, 
wliicli is too voluminous to enter particularly here from tho 
number of people being so considerable. 

The following is a calculate of what the Bhandilris are now to 
pn 3 ' towards the arraclc farm, what thej' did pay until tho time of 
our forming tho present regulations commencing tho 1st August 
1741, and what the said BhandAris did pay to tho arrack farmers 
when not under tlicir administration. The number of trees aro 
taken bj’^ the review made by tho President’s order in September : 

Paim. Tret*, 1741, 


1 Pf.or«J«ru CiuRnr. [ 

nstBTixO Ciianor. 

PsKtlOrH Cl 

IASS9* 

Matituly* 

YccitJ^ • 

Monthly. 

Vcsirly. 

Montiiiy. 

Yearly. 

Jlrnt tTrrtK 
AtMtrtilnt ... 1010 

.^t IJotnlrty ... 717 

Ks. q. r. 

|- 2355 1 60 

-ll.iTO 3 C 

/ 

222 0 0 

12 rah Tr«M* 

At 13 piccor C^M, 

Cocf>anxtt Trcftn 

At 4920 

At IVrtnlny "OOl 
OTilcrcd trec^B 

At 60 m 

At llomlny CQGI| 
conn/’iitofl trcc9« 

At 35 TC» •?■ 

MAziraoii Arracl: 
1 lnu5c 

Or. q. r. 

3115 S 00 

Srah Trrer* 

Mo^hlni Ornb 

Toddy JTaniio 

At IlombQy 717 
Drtil> Trees, 
AtlSOrrT 
CoeocifuiC rrerr. 
At nomtu^y 7C05 
ordered trees. 

At ISO TC9 
AtHoniTtay CCO^lV 
coni>cnte<l trees. 
At 100 Tea 
&t&rRaon Armck 
IfOllPO 

«7f2yr{ DisitltailoriB 

Ho. «J. r. 

CC91 1 IB 

S7DG 1 SO 

SOIU 0 EO 

10,003 2 0 

233 n 0 

103 0 0 
31,701 0 2i| 

Total — 17C7 
At P liloo or <t> ret. 

CofonnTi/ t'rcet. 

At MSWin 

At 0 Pice or 41 ret. 
At boinliay 7001 

onlcrcil trie* 

At lUpIreorCOrCB. 
At CCCIS 

con»ciil«al srr*-*. 

At 1 plceorSOrfB. 
Total trees 15,an 
JIS*.,-*'*" ArracK 

iron"® •- . — 

Jtlffri Dlstlllallon ... 

Total ... 

S3S1 1 0 

6007 2 00 

222 0 0 
IDS 0 0 

14,317 0 EO 

Total — 

ip,:ii s po 

Total 



irtlicoUier Jctiillsnro rlfrlit, Hb. 11.7JO-3-0 BhOuM be ns.ll,&30^1^) and na.U.SirJlSO BliBiild bo 


Kh.11,«1-0-«>- 


rin piiouirinc why the present allotment sdiould he only 
Tin 14 317-0-80 and tho preceding bo Us. 1 9,24-1-2-50, mid yet an old 
debt te Ba romSn on tho DlnSiddris oE Bs. IdOi-OdJO though tho 
dfffcrcncc is so great, it is alleged that before there was not a 
fitriS aewunt talcn of tho trees and some of the BhandAris might 
probaldy conceal many trees whcichy tho produce ol the rent ns 
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stipulated then might fall greatly short of our presenf calculate. 
But as to the produce when not rented by the Bhanddris but by 
Antonio De Lima, it is affirmed his recovery could not fall short 
of Rs. 31,76 1 -0-24 in the manner precited, provided which is much to 
be doubted the number were equal to the present and he obtained 
the whole let out. By our method now to be observed the Bhonddris 
will individually reap the benefit of having the trees at a lesser 
price than heretofore j beades enjoying the privilege of selling what 
each distils in the best manner he can. Whereas before the said 
Bhanddris could sell only one kind called anrack and two other 
sorts, one called phula which is more spirituous, the other styled 
nipa which is still stronger, these could he sold only by the fanner, 
and in this the body of the Bhanddris were excluded from any 
benefit whatever.^ The inspectors proposed for counting the trees 
are Antonio de Mouro and Pascoal de Almeida for Bombay, and 
Tome Rodriguez and Antonio de Azavedo for Mdhim. 

The following is the general account of the arrack farm 


IS 

according to the rules established in December. 1741 : 


Dr. «■ 

To tlie Bononralilc Company 

To the Mukddam Esuji hTAik 

To the four inspectors, namely two at Bombay 
and two at Mdhim, for counting the trees. 
To' the incident charges for under-servants, 

oil, paper, hags, twme 

To the servants ot the President at the feast 
of Dually (fiivdli) ••• «•* •«« 


Monthljr. 
Its. q. r. 


Yearly. 


1041 

30 


C6| 

0 


Us. 

12,600 

360 


40 0 0 
C6 0 G5 


To the difference which oppears in the calculate 


Cr. 

By 


Total 


480 

0 

0 

^ 798 

3 

80 

9 

1 

44 

14,143 

1 

24 

203 

3 

56 

14,347 

0 

80 


, the sundty assessments to be made on the trees which is taken from 
the number ot trees actually occupied hy the Bhanddris in the month of 
September 1741 when the account was taken hy the Pieaidcnt’a order ■. 

Drab Trees. 

At Mdhim 1030 and at Bombay 717 or in all 
17G7. at 9 pice or 45 res each 
Cccoanut Trees. 

At Mdhim, 4629 trees at 9 pice or 46 res enidt. 

At Bombay, 760^ ordered trees at 12 pioc or 

60 res each 

At Bombay, C6G1J consented trees at 4 pice 
or 20 res each 


Total... 12,264 


licGQSO to sell coiintty orr^ck 


Monthly. 

Yearly. 

Bs. q. r. 

Its. 

q* r. 

198 3 16 

2386 

1 80 

548 1 5 

101 2 30 

333 1 00 



978 1 25 
e to the ' 
lly fora 

11,739 

3 0 

••• 

222 

0 0 

Total ... 

'14,847 

0 80 
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Ilciptoforo a farm Ims been collected from those who distil arrack 
tvomjtiffi-i dates -or otherwi-se. This was then nndcr.stood to be 
appropriated to and incorporated in the arrack farm, but tlicro is 
no rc\ enuo arising therefrom at present. It is therefore not 
inserted in the above.’ 


A Consultation of the 7tli August 1741 records: As the season for 
renewing the licenses to the several punch liouse-lccepcrs is aiiproacliing 
the 1 rc'^ulont de.sires the opinion of the members whether it may not 
be proper to restrain the number of punch bouses, as so many tend to 
cnconnigc tlie vice of driinkcnness among tlic lower sort of people. 
IJie ijoim apprehending it mny bo extremely detrimental to the 
jiereons InniorLo Hcansod to airry on tliat business from the stock they 
iua\ have by them as well as outstanding* debts whicb they ■will not 
1)3 able to 1 ‘ccover, it is agreed to continue the same to those hitherto 
jiosscssjii of liceiisc.s and noiv on the spot. But as they die or remove, 
none to ho pormittccl in llicir room till the licenses arc deereased to 
four which is to bo the c.'^tabliBlicd number.; 

A Consiillation of llio lOLli June 1742 records certain changes in the 
regulations relating to the arrack farm : Notwithstanding the regu- 
lations laid down in onr di.ary under the 19 th of December 1741, with 
respect to the arrack tirm granted to the Bhandiiris under the adinin- 
istiation of Bsuji Ndik their viukdflam, it appears that the indiviilu.al 
Blian liiris are not trc-alcd with the justice intended and retiuisito for 
the good of onr Emploj’crs’ service. As the evils seem to arise from the 
vinkiitlmn administering tlio said farm, it is proposed the same be no 
longer entrusted to him, but to one Manucll Bavretto, subject to tlio 
following conditioii.s ; 

1 . The above ^r.anncll U.urolto slinll, from llio first d.ay of .Iiiiio f 7J2, 

tlio care of this f.irni aiul levy from every occupier of cocn.aiiiit anil br.ib trops, 
tbo r.ilc .aseerUiined from such trees, rC'poetivcIy incniioncil iii tlio rules laid 
down in our <Ii_ary of tlip llllli of Dcceiiilier 1711. Tin's will be e.asily jHir- 
formed .as llie inspectors tlicn appointed for counliiig tlie trees and knowing 
their hcviTJil renters .are to delii'cr to the mwl-.bAini llio nccomit ofe.acli man. 
The muhid'tm must then draw out every ilistiiirt person’', ileht for the inonlh 
and give to each a paper specifying tliu s.anic in imlcr to obtain payment. 
■tViicn payment is niaac a receipt innst be avritten on the said paper to oorve 
and remain as a vonchei* in every mnn’a posbcs-jioii. 

2. The strictest care must he t.akcii th.at no Bhanilirri runs into ai-re.ars, 
hut is called upon for the payment of every month’s ilobt. It is rccomincn led 
that within twenty tl.iys after each nioiitli is over, thn avhole amount of the 
farm be delivered to llio Honour.ihic Coiiijiany’a collector of rcrcnuc.s. The 
p.iul collector is to see to the psrforinancc of this and punctually n:tss his 
rceai()t to the inanagor of tin farm fertile re.spectivo aiiins that shall be paid. 

3. In onr prccilcd rcgidations under the 10th of Dccomhcr 17-11, it is 
inserted that tlio farm .si.aiids nccordiim to the terms stipulated at Its. 12,000 
a year, exclusive of Its. 000 more avliicii by niiciciit cuHtom hath been paid by 
tb'e Bliandiiris to the Compaii}* under tlio denomination of petty trilnites. This 
amount it is presnined liad better continno nnnexed to the metbud now prac- 
tised of recovering this tribute from the ocenpier of tn :08 on a 6ii])])os.aI. It 
will fall more fairlj' in that than in any other manner. 
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According to llio above rale the sum of Bs. 10i-l-2-66§ must be 
jovered evorv month and mid to onr receiver. Besides this we do 

llic follon-ittg items for dcEiaj-ing the 


imagine it to bo just to levy 

incidental c^cpcnsc, namely : 

Oftarges. 

1. To tho iiMdiddam Estiji K&tk for managing the 
hodyof I31iniidiiri<) ... 

2. To Alnnticll l).an:ctto, tlic mnnngrr of tliu • 

3. TotUoftmr inspectors n]i{)oiutG<l for com'l'ug 
tho trees held Ijy every Bhatidiiri, 

Antonio do Slouro and Pn.scoal de Almeida for 
Bombay, nnd Tome Roflriguci: with Atitoido de 
Aaaveifo for Si<<Iiim, at Rs. 10 the month cAch . 

4. Tlie incident oliaigcs for undvr-Rcrrnnt.s to the 

manager of tho farm together with oil, pajKjr, 
hagfl, twine, hy the calculate in Deer'aher 
1741 are esteemed at Rs. CC-0-05 the 
though it ifl possible this may ho too to”?'' 
nnd may admit of n rcduQtioii h>'rcaftcr. ’-^dl 
that is known we will compute it the paA*c a** 
before *•* •*» *** 

B. To the Bcrvnnla of the President at Dir<tU ••• 

G. To this add the monthly nraount as procit^d to 
be paid the Company ,,, ••• 


Monlhtr. 

Vcirtr, 

ns. 

n. r. 

Ita. q. r. 

20 

0 0 

210 0 0 

20 

0 0 

210 0 0 

40 

0 0 

4S0 0 0 


GO 0 GO 


793 

0 


a 80 

1 41 


1041 2 OGJ 12,000 0 0 


Total 


1187 3 Slj 1433 1 Si 


Tlie total to be annmlly collected from the tree.? will Ixs about 
Es. 14, 263-1-24. 

For eatisEj’ing this the cocoanut and btab trees occupied by every 
Bhanddri must, pursuant to the 1741 rCotdations, defray the samehy 
adding or diminisliing the into of each tree as will bc.sl answer the 
sum to be monthly coUcctcd as above declared. 

And whereas on the 33st May 1742 JJsuji Xdik the mul'adnm now 
in trust of tho farm sbiuds indebted to the Ilonoumkic Company for 
the large sura of Rs. 8172-2-6Bg for said farm nnd potty tributes, it 
is hereby directed that Mr. EicLird Sanders, W'bo is esteemed orpial to 
the trust, does in virtuo of our publication to be made take from every 
Blmuddri the account of wliat each maj' be indebted to the time pro- 
named of the 3 let May 1742, and this ijO !» given him within twenty 
days from the time of publication. It js likewise farther ordered tliat 
Esuii Ndik the tmikddant docs also witlno tvyonty days give unto Mr. 
Sanders^ the true account of every' BhApddri's^ real debt, whotlier for 
arrears in the farm or jMstty tributes distinguishing cacli in separate 
columns and to make one totel at last. 5lren by comparing and liquidat- 
ing every man s account, we may enforce payment to Mr. Sanders. 
All recovCTies paid to our Collector ortho revenues, and credit 

given unto Eraji the mnkadam for the sums at times so to bo 
made good. From ftc Ist of Juno 1740 the said Collootor must open 
% M ^ ^ks for ManueU Barretto.whom w'c appointed manager 

OI the TftTm who 1 S_ hnw’mmiv n-.- _c _ f ji s* P 
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peculiar to their castes or sects, it is hereby directed that for deciding 
all raattci's of dispute, whether relative to the caste or otherwise, the 
folloNving persons be appointed wiili a proper authorit 3 ' in writing as a 
standing Council with equal votes, the majoritj’’ to prevail, namely : 

1. £siiji Xitik, nivlddam, 

3. Dirdji Niiifc, Dcpu(\' mulcudam- 
U. ISsuji Ntfik ■> 

■1. Miiiliiji SSmldi (JKdlmv) I 
H.tl.tji ^^llh^ull■ I 

(i. Giinji Pndcncar >■ These seven persons arc in the conntry 

7. Dnttoji Znddi (Jildliav) / Iniigiingc stj’led ehnurf/iutiis and .are of 
n.-iehoji /!nddi (Jddliar) I the caalc called ICettia (ICitn). 

9. JTnbbiSji Prftil J 

10. I'ntti IMtil ( A c/isrKry/iHla of the c.aslc culled Sindin (Shinda). 

11. Den Quciij' / Do. do. called Aiubattin. 

The changhulna Cor Mithim arc not included in tlic above as their 
characters are not 3 'ct jnstl}’ inquired into. As jMddiiji Ndik, Rdmii ji 
Ndik, Rangn Quenj', and KAnoji Ndik have been long cmploj'cd as 
elKUiffliMlds, and arc rendered incapable of farther service purclj’^ through 
ago they' arc allowed to rank as chattgludns until they die without the 
right to vote, hut with the allowance of the double koita or tapping 
knife, that is the exemption of 30 trees free of all duties. The same 
privilege of a double koita of 36 trees must as heretofore continue 
to be given to every chaughula as well as to the deputy mukadam. 
Asi to tlio head mukddtim his allowance is l)cforc settled at Rs. 20 the 
month. The precited persons nominated as mw&ntZrtWS and ckaiujlnilas 
are to net in their offices immediately on their ros])Cctivc warrants in 
writing being delivered. None of them can lie dismi-ssed withont the 
direction of the President or if noec-osary by him and his Council. But 
as many* oril consequences may' arise by' rendering any office pcipotiial, 
or descending to a snccessor in nowise equal to the discharge of the 
trust, be it known that the cliaracter and .ability of the party will be 
punctually' considered, and the election of such to office ensue thereupon 
to which purpose a clause arill bo expressed in the w.arrant. In case 
the head mttkddam Esuji Naik c-annot or will not assemble the deputy 
viukddfim and chaughuliU when business requires tlieir meeting, it is 
ordered tliat tlio deputy Dddig’i Ndik may, after representing the matter 
to the Prc.sidcnt and having his consent, issue out liis summons for con- 
vening the cliaiiglittlda wlierosoever he may direct. Should any ol the 
chavghtddK omit to come without just rrason for his absence, the paity 
will be fined Rs. 2 to bo levied by the President s order. hen the 
body is assembled, the majority shall prevail and their dclermiimtmn 
bo esteemed of equal validity as if tlic head mtikadam had been piescnt. 
Should any of the body of Blmiiddris apprehend himself nggnoved 
any care or manner wdiatsoevcr, lie may deliver a petition representing 
the same to the officer in command of the fort giiavd for being instantly 
committed to the President who avill proceed therein as to him sliall 
amicar ri"ht. Tlio body of Bhaiuldris mthin the distnct of Bombay 
Vis lupn namclv 200 of the Kettia and Ganr caste, and the 
no Rinfh'nc an<l 90 AmljatlittB. it is fixed that the Kettuas he 


remainder 119 Sindias and 99 Amljatlias, .. . 

* ' divided into seven companies to he comiimndcd liy the seven hc^i - 

that caste. The Sindias to he commanded hy 

II lOOC— 1C 
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Patti Pdtilj also a chaughttla and an old inhabitant. And the Ambat^ 
tins 1 > 3 ’ Saj-an Qncn}* (Siva Kini?) another changhula} . To these 
ecvoml persons in command orders must lie given hj’onr Captain Conjv 
mandant to assemble their vcsjwclivc companies ns may at an)* time I^e 
required j and then only m.ay the mulrailam Esnji Ndik or in liisnhscnce 
DSdjiNaik assume the command oC nil. Here it is to be ob<icrvcd tliat 
xto com^TOny of tJjo JJhanddris doa/ipcar in a 1)od^' o£ more or less wilb 
arms nitliont first receiving an omer in writing from onv Gaptaiii 
Commandant. Tl»c rules laid down in December 174 1 make it cas^'te 
compute tho tax necessary to be levied on cverj* tree for dofraj'ing tin 
montldy {arm and incidental charges. It sometimes happens thatsomii 
of the Bhanddris bring Goa arrack ns well ns conntrj* armck from tin 
continent, and sell it to the sole profit of such seller though the farm h 
let to the whole in a body and each should as near ns jiossihlo receive a 
benefit. To meet this ^filculty it is ]iropoBcd that the said Goa and 
country nrrack brought from tlie continent be stibjcct to a certain 
taction to be hereafter fixed ns the Bhanddris shall among Bicinselvcs 
With Mattncll Barretto's approval j the proceeds being tlwown into 
tlie common form stock towards easing the incidental charge of manage^ 
mont. Until this matter is finally determined it is expressly* ordered 
previous to flio carrjnng the same to any man's dwelling, all 
Goa and Country arrack from the continent shall be reported to Manncl] 
Barrotto Uio manager of the form, who must register the sanoc in order 
to levy iho tax which sliall bo agreed on hereafter. 

On Ections debate of what is above prccited the Board entirely 
agree m opinion with the President and consider that the methods hitd 
ttown by liim for the administration appear the licst calculated. It is 
*ohs^^^ the same be instoutl)* put in execution and strictly 


A Consultation on the 18th Octoljcr 1743 records : Tlio President 
observes that siace rajr paa>Si}jtiipji oIMamjc)} Sarretto fo Uw maiu^o- 

ment of the arrack farm he scorns to have acted with great nprjghtncsig, 
W meets with many insults from some of tfij 

jjuanudxib two of whom in particular had accused him of indireqt 
praotices though the contrary was oi'identW clear. As sueh bdiavionr if 

T^cISSQCL 'W'lfihciTlI-. Ti/\4nnA ?ti 4'Ttn AT«^ 


Mawh, umef ofc Mdlnm at ^Yhicll plnCfi 
anv ofEenders inhabit, to make inquiry whetber thej* have 

nublio possessions upon this island. If not, then in the most 
oE SI.*” il'!? tu'cnty lashes and send them to the 

fomiUes he pinduotive of detriment to their 

This we increase their punishment to 39 etripca 

refractory cradnck^^° good effect of deterring others from the like 


* B». <5 « mM| « . 
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A Consnllation of the IJ-lh Pobruarv 17'14! records * Rond n no+i+io 
froni certain chaughnlds of the BlianiMris. requesting the contnnuance 

distributing betel and sandalwood on 
chnughulds would deprive them of 
On rctouuc to the Diary under the 6 th (10th) of June 1742 we find the 
J"f’i ‘^I'Pointed to command the Bhanddris in a military 
‘T-'”® ^ine the former changhulda were not excluded 
from the abovemcntioned privilege. It is therefore to be continLd in 
liic fviniG maniior as foriucrly.^ 


the 3rd June 1743 rccoids: The toim of the 
arrack farm to the Bhanddris being near cx 2 ured, the President moves 
lor taking into considerjition that jiart of tlie Honourable Compands 
revenues. How far is it cousisteni ivith the Company's interest to 
continue that favour to the Bhanddris, rvho to this time have p.iid no 
more than Rs. 12,600 j'carly, when it is acknowledge in the Consulta- 
tion of the 121h July 1737 that Its. 14>,300 a year could then have 
i«en had for the farm and in all proljability more will now be offered. 
It is remarked the only reason ever assigned for gratifying the 
Bhanddris in so oxlvaordiiiary a manner was their being of a miti-tary 
cnsle^ and lilrcl}' to he of service in defence of the place on an attack. 
Admitting lhat some of them know the use of arms and have a common 
share of resolution, it is uncertain the number of such would be found 
■very considerable. On ibo other hand it is covtainly onr duty to 
increase our Ilonoiirablc Emploj’ci's’ revenues in such a reasonable 
manner as they null bear without oppressing any part or caste of 
people upon the isl.aiid. In any case should tlicrc be any occasion for 
such military service as the Bhanddris can perform, they may bo paid 
for it according to their dosorls. One gi’cat evil which arises from the 
farm being kept in the Bhanduri’s Imnds is the great number of houses 
which sell arrack, whereby frequent disturbances happen in the 
garrison from the pooiile being in liquor, and, when absent, tho officers 
know not where to look for them which often gives them time to 
dc.scrt. On the whole it is the unanimous opinion of this Board that 
the arrack farm ho imt to public auction on the 0th July and let to 
the higlicst bidder for three years ensuing to commence from the Ist 
Augu.st next, and that the terms and conditions of the said farm be- 
.sjiecdily prepared, and public notice he given of the same.® 

A Coiisiiltalion of the 0th J iily 1743 records : Tliis being the day 
a])])ointcd for putting to auction the arrack farm for three years, a 
letter is presented and read signed by Savaji Dharamset representing 
ill'hcalth prevented liis coming abroad, but lliat lie was willing to give 
Its. 27,000 for tho said farm on the conditions which have been shown 
publicly' at the custom house. Ho desired tho farm miglit ho put up at 
this rate and if iio advance was made ho declared his acce' 
and desired ho might he mentioned as tho farmer a! 
security for performing the conditions. The doors wcv 
and all iiersons admitted wlicn the conditions were read 
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in the country language, and the farm put up at Es. 27,000 as request- 
ed by Savaji Dliaramsat. No one advan<ang on that sum, after ■waiting 
a considerable time, it was cri^d down and Savaji Dhavamset dcclaiea 
the former.^ The following are the details of this agreement ; 

That the said President and Council doth hy these presents grant unto Sa^•aj! 
Dhammsetthe arrack farm and aut salami or toddy knife tax of this island « 
Bombay for three years at the rale of Bs. 27,000 a year to he made good and 
paid to the said President and Council or thoii* successors in manner following : 
That is to any two months from the date hereof or on the Ist of October the 
sum of Bs. 4500 and from thonceforward on the 1st of every month the sum of 
Bs. 2260 until the expiry of this farm. In consideration of these payments the 
following conditions and privileges are granted the said humor. That nil the 
Indian inhabitants of this island be forbid to bring or sell on it any sort of 
arrack commonly called parriar arrack (a native spirit) under penalty pfBs.&O 
for every offence the fine to bo divided betivecn the Honoumble Commny and 
the farmer. Should they or any foreign merchants bring Goa arrack for sale 
and shall not be able to vend the same to the English inhabitants, the importer 
in Buch cose shall be obliged to tender it to the farmer. Upon his refusing 
to buy it the importer may then be at liberty to sell it to any of the conntiy 
people, the buyer xiayiag the farmer one nipeo a (man ?) for such liberty. 
At the same time the buyer shall be obliged to sell not less than one-eighth part 
of a hogshead at one time on penalty of Ba. 50 for every offence to bo divided 
as aforementioned. No Bhandtfri shall distil arrack of any kind without leave 
from the farmer. Upon Ms obtainingleave he shall bo obliged to sell such 
arrack to the farmer at Bs. 2-3-0 the Bombay tna» of 50 sers as hath been 
eustomorr. Neither shall the Bhanddri buy or sell any arrack on penalty of 
Es. 60 to'be divided between the Honourable Company and the farmer. In 
case any of the caste of people called Pdreie or others shall buy or distil for 
sole or distil for use any arrack or spirits, the person so offending sh.’ill bo 
liablo to the aforesaid penalty to bo divided as aforementioned, ^le farmer 
may set up three shops for selling arrack nt Bombay to the European soldiers 
and sailors, namely one at a convenient distance ■without each of the town 
gates, and, in like maimer, one at Mtfhim, and one at Sion. He may set up 
other shops for selling arrack to the natives to such a number as he shall think 
proper, the Honourable Company allowing ground for that puroose as well as 
for the five shops permitted as moresoid. All charges of bnildmg shall be on 
the farmer’s account. The farmer shall not sell, or permit to be sold by those 
under his direction, any kind of arrack to the European soIdiei'S or sailors ot 
other shops or phices than at the five shops mentioned in the foregoing 
article under the penalty of Bs. 50 for each offence to be paid to the Honour- 
able Company. Nor shall he entertain any Enropean soldiers or sailors after 
ennset, or su^r them to be drunk nt his sbom. In case any such soldiers or 
^ilora will net deport or return to the barnuw, then the farmer or his people 
shall g^ve notice to the officers of the gates who irill send a guard for them. 
But if tlie farmer or his servants shall neglect to acquaint 'we officers, the 
tnimer shall be fined Bs. 60 and the servants punished ns they may deserve. 
Should the selling country arrack t6 snch persons be forbidden the farmer 
must pay a strict regard to all such orders or bo liable to the fine alrea^ 
mentioned in this article for every such offence. The farmer shall sell his 
deuble distilled arrack at 7 pice the ser and single distilled at 4 pice the 
8or full measur^ and without any mixture of water so thot any person 
buying arrack shall^see that it is good and full measure before he carries it 
irom tne suop. If it proves bad or short in measure the person so endea- 
vouinng to impose upon the buyer shall, if the buyer insists upon it, go ■with 

“arkot Ifthecom^iint he 
fouiid just tM fa^er orMs wrvant shall be subject to the penalty of 16 laris 

“f the market as was formerly 
cuGtomaiy. Iho complaint bIioII be admitted after tLe nrmok hsisbeen CcUTicd 
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tin- 6iivri froiii |lu'«Iirn). Tin* f.ir.'tnd'ira of tliis i'.Iniul jlinll l»e oMipod to 
k'l till* Uli:«tid..ti-. Ii’ivo iJiH'p c<>4.v»iiut trees in the 3 t'O for dr.iwiiip toddy at 
t r»i’ imrt' nf v|\ |n(v tin' innnth for o-ii'li tnv»n>i Imlli Iwfii cu'^toinarv. Fiirllicr 
:is th*' farjiinlu.-t linvo nllotu'd thrmiiiitlitri.N a ffKvif/T niiiiiburof ticostlmn 
ttie tht.'.'jv r c ni nforiniunlioiied nt their own rate, they rlinll not take them 
aw.iv uiinnr the terto of this Ioam', nnd the farmer-* of tho Coni|iaiir*H oarto 
i')i tins i»laiid y!i:dl nilow the Kiitl fanner three tree' out of e\ery 100 nt 
the eti* toina'v r.il* •. Itut the farmers of the i,»rts may h-t the faimirof tlic 
arra-'k rent have in tiio wliole to the nmoiint of . . . Uie’ thoii«anfl trees upon 
the t- nii-i tlej- - hall n',;ri'e with. The l)hoiidt*iri«, wild limy have leave from 
the fariii'-r t-i di'.iw to l.ly ami distil arr.iel:, alinll pivhiin monthlv for e.acli 
live till ntul twenty idee or oO and 100 trs that is they shall pay 10 piee 
or o-J r,' f,)r the tre< i liincl from the famiiditrs at their own rates aiidSO |tice 
or lotrr* foi the whieli he Ins as the ihive per cent on tho said 

faAinilrfrs'^^ i_dat<-. Thal_ should the fanner Mispcet or have notice of any 
|s-r-.ia- <Hs;illin,r or s-llinp nrniok, he Ins lila-itv to timlce pearcli u-ith tliu 
pn-j* t nflie-t"' ns hath h-cti t-uslotnnry. And in lifce tnnnner he may oTniniiic 
.any Innt/. nr ve-'-eJs. mnl where any nrmek, exeejit sueh as liy thc'e articles is 
all-ill, <1 to ls> iinpirlid, or tif<-n*il< f«r disttllinp it are found, they shall lio 
f,>tfi tti'd and tin pat ty ofTeiidiiiL' he fitted IN. to 1 h* divided Ir-lween tho 
Heiiour.il lie Cenifi.iay and the fanner. That the muhiiJnin Iv-iiji Xiiik, four 
<l i« and tfin e /.Iti'N of lljinhay with five/^ifi'H of Mi'ihiiii shall lie 

nlilipe,! to a-sist niid s,irve the f.tnner leeeiiiiip no iiioie than js customary 
for su'-l, j. sjstiiK— , Tint is llu- tni«/ii<l,«*n ehaU have two cottsnnd each ••f the 
e'.'ie j>, ! iM« .and «iue coil. Vn>m the two cnits the t.iiiKiufnm may ns 
u ttsl in ike aiT.iel; and • <-|l jt in Ins on n house. He must iiolr'-ll it elsewliete 
iiithoul It'inr MthjVei to tin- iv-nilty nforenietitieiied. And nlthuiiph the 
e'.oojt'.tfMrnnd i.i.'i/* may distil their e«:t", they linist ns hath heeii etistoiiiary 
H 11 sti.-h .aiT.ief; to the "f.it !i|i-r or Ir- Ihhle to the liii» nforouu-iilioned. In 
r i*i- fh-- f.ir.ii' r shall t.-e ive da-n ipe Iti his fanii hy any iiufoia-soen noiddenl, 
eiirh rV" «.ir, <]■ irlh, f.iuiiue, p -stilence, or the like, tin* tJoinpiiiy will make 
jifiii s-t'-h an alia'eiui-iil in his la-nt ns may he jiideod re v* on. aid o hy tho 
l!,,-.en or i.u'l ('ouin-il or liy aiiv other chosisi lor that inirj» Should tin) 
f inner for ih" nsMvery of lie- ileht' and dues haie rs'c-asioii to put .any of the 
ISIriiid'ilis nil hr rhatp,- of the pil-ii'l the aever-a! ollleeni at the pate", cii“lom 
hou-e, and o-it-|i i-ts will le- din 'te-l to n-eeiie sueh |«-rpon, and to pive the 
fanner in all o*.hi-i n-'iss-t* such nssis'Anes- ns hath lusm nsnal heielofoia-j 
lie shall ah > !>• alluwe,! "ix P'-jeiis for cnlh-etiiii.' his iltdilsniid every r.lialiildii 
that ih'iU he d- li\er<“i into the custody of the pimnl nni't juy no niore than 
fix id-'" at hi*- lei-’is”. Ill eoiirtrinalion whereof the s,aid President and 
f-.uiiril l/.ai - e-ati- d the eoiiuiion s* .al of the said Hoiuiiir.ahlc Company to he 
f,t;ii--l in bonihiV Ca'tle this fm t d.av of Aupisl IT-»:k By onlcr of ihu 
Iloiioiunlih; W. \V!il;e Ih-jr. Pn-sidenl mid tioveriior ntul Coiiiinl of liunihay. 

(Sipned) 15A.MUKh PIllCE, 
Secruiary. 

Ahlmutrh it, is .Icelan d in IhenlKivc llmf the farmer of tlio Coini).any'H 
1 n-es , lioiiM nlloiv tlic farmer of the nvr.tch rent three trees out of every 
jl)t> at till' cu‘*t-'»iiKirv niUw, tlic f-ainc i»; hereby revoked and instead 
thereof it i« t-lijnihitwl that the paicl farmerK of the Company's trce.s 
t-li.-tll allow the fanner of the arniek rent only one anti a half out 
of every lOO Ircos at the customary rate of OJ jnee n ntonlh for eaeh 
ttve. Nolwilhslawlinfr the numlier of shops for selling- arrack arc 
tsHlicd the said fanner is herchv further allowed to erect a shop within 
the toani for selling nrraek lo'the Natives. He is expressly forbid to 
soli anv arrack nt tli-; Kiid shop to Knroi»c.an soldiers or se.amen tinder 
stieh jieiialty :is the Pre.sident and Council shall think fit to infiiet. 
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On the subjecl oC the arrack farm, in a letter dated the 13th March 
1743, the Court o£ Directora Avritc : In case the new channel that 
the arrack farm was put into was not cifcctual to remedy all the 
ahnses that for several years the Bhanddris have laboured under 
from tho mukddams, you rvill do well to free that useful set of people 
from all hardships, % some other regulation of that concern, as far «s 
you am able,* 

A Oonsultation of the 30th August 1743 records : Messrs. Dudley 
Owen and Munro deliver them report of their enquiry into tho dispute 
between the aimck and oart farmers and it is ordered to be entered 
after this Consultation. As tho matters in contest are therein so fully 
set forth, as well as the way of remedjdng them in an equitable 
Tnauner to all parties, this Board unanimously approve and confirm 
what is proposed in the said report which in future is to be esteemed 
as the net of the whole Council. It is to be observed that, in order to 
satisfy them, the arrack farmer, notevithstanding the price he is allowed 
to receive from the Bhanddris for drawing toddy, promises they' shall 
pay only 15 pice a month for each tree in tho district of Mdhim. 

The text of Messrs. George Dudley, Edward Owen, and John Munm’s 
report, dated Bombay 30th August 1743, is as follows: Pursuant to onr 
Honourable President's orders, wo have enquired into the disputes and 
differences that have happened between the farmers of tho lionounible 
Company's oarts and tixe arrack renter and the fiizanddrs of Mdbim. Wo 
hove likewise enquired into tho pretensions of tho Bhanddris and now lay 
before yonr Honour what appeared to us from our examination. By 
the tenour of tho present arrack renter's lease, the farmers of tho Honour- 
able Company’s oarts and the fazanddrs of the island, are obliged to let 
Bhanddris have throe cocoannt trees in the hundi'cd for drawing toddy 
at the price of 6^ pice a month for each tree. The oart farmers and 
fazanddrs of Mdhim refuse to give the said three per cent trees to the - 
Bhanddris for tlie following reasons. Tho oart farmers say tlicre is no 
article in their lease which obliges them to give the three per cent trees 
to the Bhanddris. Bat as it was usual for the President and Council to 
lettlie Bhanddris have three thousand of the Honourable Company's trees 
at a less price than they gave the fazanddrs for trees hired of them by 
agreement, we judge &iB indulgence was granted in lien of the three 
per cent trees and therefore think it bat reasonable that tiic oart 
farmers shoidd cither let the Bhanddris have a certain number of trees 
at an under-rate as the President and Council did, or give tliam part 
of the three per cent trees. This onr opinion we signified to the oart 
farmers, who after some hesitation consented to give the Bhanddris one 
tree and a half in every hundred, with which the arrack renter is 
contented. But the oart farmers seem to expect tliat they shall bo 
entirely eased of this duty at the expiration of the present arrack 
&rm and not be obliged to ^ve tho one and a half per cent trees to 
the Buccireding arrack rimter. They likewise hope your Honours 'ivill 
permit them to give those one and a half per cent trees out of the 
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iiuinlicr of lliopo which j'ou obliged them to keep for hearing of fruit, 
niul not from the three thousand trees nsFigued in their lease for 
dnmnng pf toddy. By this conccFsion of the oart farmers we compute 
they will FufTcr .-i yearly loss of olwut Rs. *118 which goes 
cluclly to the arrack renter. The fa:;nnditrs of Mdhim by the 
arrack renter’s lease are obliged to give the three ircr cent trees to the 
Jthanddris ; hut the I^Iahim fazanditrs object to this condition ns uncus- 
tomary and de.-irc they may lie excused. Tlioy Fay the same has never 
Ik'cu exnctcfl from them in time past, and was l.akcn heretofore from 
the faziindiSrs of Bomlriy district only. On enquiry' into the matter, 
it appears tons by nu article in the former arrack rant leases, that the 
dlFtnct of Altihim was subject to allow the three ]>or cent trccpas well 
.as t lie district of Uoinba)*, .and this the faMudilrs of Bomb.ay and Malum 
jointly nclmowlcdged in a jietition delivered by them to I’roFidont 
Cowan j’n 1732 when thej’ desired lilxjrly to import arrack from the 
other side for their fc.n-sts and christenings. The reason why the three 
]ier cent trees liavc not hitherto been demanded from the M^ihim 
far.nndars poems to lie lieeauso they before let the trees to the Blmndiiris 
at an under-rntc. As they have been from 3 'ear to j'car gradually' raising 
the price of their trees, and tliis last j'car brought the Bhnndiiris to 
accept of onij' six trees n month for n rupee instc.ad of eight and ten 
and FOinctimos twelve given in former j*ears, and moreover ns the 
Mahim trees paj* less iwnrion to the Ilononrahlo Comi>anj’ than the 
Bombay' trees, it cannot hut appear to us unreasouahlc and unequitable 
that tile ^Iiihim fazanddrs Fhould Iks exempted from this three per 
cent trocF, while tlio Bonibaj' fnzanddrs arcpbligcd to p.ay it. We do 
not find llu! Bhajidiiris have anj' rc.al and jnst c.auFO of complaint, ns 
the price given them hj* the farmers for (heir nnack of two and three 
quarters ru]>ees .a vinn j'iclds them according to the lest information 
we have l)ccn able to obtain a clc.ar j'carlj' profit of near Rs. 50,000, 
not withstanding the present high price given h^' them for cocaannt 
trees to draw llic toddy from. This Mim we esteem more than siiflicicnt 
to niaiiilain them atul their families, lacing near Rs, 6 a month for the 
lalwnir of each man supposing their number to be seven^ hundred men. 
IVc Fidanit the whole to the consideration and determination of j’our 
3Iono»ir.‘ 

'riie sclllemont proposed h^’ the Comniitteo seems to have failed to 
give satisfaction. Two}’c.ars lator. Consultation of the 1st March 17 Jo, 
the Board were considering a petition from the Bh.andiivis setting forth 
s'omo Irirdships they allege thej' labour under from the farmers of the 
Ifononr.'ihlo Uoinp:in 3 ’'.s oarts and faz-anddrs of whom thej* liirc trees 
for drawing toddj'. On this a Committee w.aB appointctl and made a 
TC 2 >ort which was n 25 provcd. The portions of the Diar}' containing the 
report are torn.® 

In the following 3 ’e.ar (1716) the Bhanddris made a fresh petition. 
A Consultation of 20th June 1746 records ; Rc.ad a letter from sundry 
Blwnddris setting forth in behalf of themselves and ns reiu-osonUitivcs 
of their caste the great sufferers they hnvo Iwcn by reason of the arraolc 
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farm having been these three years past in tlio hands of Sliivdji 
OharamscL and desiring tlmt ns the time nppro.nclic.s' for Ic.a«ing ont the 
said farm it may l>e let to thorn for the' term of five years. In 
consideration of this they offer to give the Uononwhle Company the 
Biun of Rs. aOjOOU a year to ho pjiid on the same tenns on which the la'st 
farmer lield. For security of the just and punetual ]mymant thereof 
they proiTcr Manuel Barretto further offering to take whatever arraek 
may remain in the former farmer’s hands at the rate he Iwiglit it, and 
likewise pay tor the shops hnilt for vending the arrack and the utcn<tils 
Ijolonging to the Kiid farm at a valuation pnt upon them by indifferent 
persons appointed b}' ii.s. This propo.Kal being debated two objcctloia 
occur why ivc should demur immcdiatolj*' accepting the same, one is 
because it is usual to let farms to the highest bidder at the public out- 
cry; the other is IxMianfo the time now desired exceeds the customary 
term of 3 ’caTs the said fnnh 1ms been laascd. In rcpl}' to the first of 
these ohjcclions it is ob-erved that the present offer is H.s. 3000 more 
limn the arrack farm was let for last term, nnd, although it might 
possihlj* yield something more if disposed of at public auction, j'ct 
considering that bj* ncccptrag this offer the frcfiiienfc complaints the 
Bhanditris nmdo during the last three j'cars will in all prolnbilily erase, 
the Board is of opinion that for these reasons the first objection 
will appear to be removed. In Order to remove the objection to 
the oxccssivo term of tlio farm the Bhanditris nnd their scenrity 
Manuel Barretto were called in. The President tells them that as 
the term the arrack farm has nlw.'iys been let for is only three years, 
the Board docs not choose to alter the customary’ mclhoit by granting 
it to them for five. To this they replied that the sum they offered is 
greater than over the arrack farm was lot for and as the first j'car will 
be cliiefly spent in preparations for carrj'ing on the business they' hope 
to bo indulged with an nddition.a] two years or they’ slmll he sufferers 
by’ advancing so considerably' on this farm. All this being duly 
considered by’ the Board it is unanimously’ agreed that the arrack farm 
bo let to Dddji Nitik and all the Bhanditris belonging to this island on the 
toms they propose, Manuel Barretto being scenrity’ for them to the 
Honourable Oompany’and they allowing the mitkdchm two co(7«nnd the 
chaughiilas and patila one coit each as has hcrctoforo Ijcen customary. 
HLreoted thcretoTo that the Secretary prepare- articles to be inler- 
cliangcdly passed between iho Honourable Company’ and said renters 
on the 1st of Augnst next Iming the time the present farmer’s 
lease exjuros and a scimratc bond to be oxcciitcd by Manuel Barretto 
as security for the punctual payment of the rent in the nsnal 
manner.* 

The folli^ng are the details of the articles of ngrccinent made 
and entered into between the Honourable "William AVako Esq. 
Prasident and Governor of Bombay in Council on the part and on 
behalf of the Honourable United East India Company and DiidSji 


' Pub. Diary 19 ol IMO, 137 • 109. Coit that ia l-oiVa, properly a tapping knife, 
ncans the number of trees tliat one miin c.tu tap. Accoriltng to the rcconis 18 i*! the 
total. " 
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Naik and all llie Blinntlari inlialutnnts o£ this island on tho other part 
for firming the arrack vents and aut mlami that is toddy-knife 
tax of this island for tho term of five 3’cars beginning from the let 
August 17*10 and ending 1st August 1751 at the rate of Rs. 30,000 a 
year. Tlic administmtion of this farm b}* the appointment of all the 
libandaris to be -with Manuel Uarretto nho is security for the due 
Itaj'inent of the rent to the Honourable Company : 


That the saul Presiilont and Council do hy these presents grant iinlo 
D.id.lji Isitik and .lU the Bhnnd/irh tho arrack farm and ant Mlnmi of this 
I'liiiid Untuliay, for fi'c years at the ycaily rate of Rs. 30,000 which sum tho 
Mid S'ldiiji Nilik and Manuel B-artclto with the a-ssiitanco of the imihuilam 
chniighuhts and palils arc to divide amongst all tho Blwndaris and is to bo 
iii.'idu good and paid to the mid President and Council or to their successors 
in innnncr following : th.al is to say tlireo months from the chito hereof or on 
tho Ist dni' of Norenithsr tho sum of Rs. 2SO0 and so on successively on tlio 
first d.*ij* ofoscry iiiontli until the expiration of this farm when tho full 
amount is to ho p.aid. In eonsidonition of this the following conditions and 
privileges arc granted the said farmers : Tliat all tho Indian inhabitants of 
lliis island of what quality soever ho forbid to bring sell or distil on it 
either for side or for their ow n um any sort of arrack single, double, tioblc. 


or rice* and jViyri' (raw hug.ir) mrnck without leave from tho said Ddd.iji Ntiik 
.and other fanners ns has Ixioti cnslouiarj’on pon.iUy of R.s. CO, one-half to tho 
JJononniblo Oonip.any and tho other to tho said faniion*. And when they or 
any foreign iiierclianta ohnll bring Goa amick for sale and shall not bo able 
to vend ilio Mine among tho Jhiglisli iiihabitants the importer in such ca«o 
shall Iw obliged to Iciidor it to the faniieis and upon tlioir refusing to buy it 
ni.ay then lie at liberty to sell it to any of tho connto’ licople. At tho same 
time tbc buyer shall lie obliged to sell notlcssthan aiiogslicad at one time on 
Iienalty of lb*. 00 for oiory olfonco nppropiiatod as aforomciitumed. That 
tho said fanners in.ay sol np four bhoi»s at Bombay, namely three to send 
•arrack to the nnroiioan soldiora and s.ailors and no more, that is to say, ono 

ala com ciiienl distance without c.ach of the town gates and in like iii.annor 
one within tho tmni wall to hell only to the natives, and two other shops 

iiaiiioly one at Mdhim and ono at Sion. At llio s.sme time they may sell 
amick at their own houses without tlio towai to tho natives or sol up as iiiaiiy 
other shoiis as they hlwll think proiicr for that jmrposo the Uononrablo Com- 
iiaiiy allowing them giouiid for the same ns well ns for the five Blmps, and 
all charges of building shall bo on tho funnem’ account. ’Jlnil the fnnu- 
era eliall not sell, or permit to ho sold by those under their direction, any 
kind of nri-ack to tlio Eiimpesn soldiers or sailoiw at their own houses or at 
other sliops than those fisc iiicnlioncd in tho foregoing article tin. lor the 
iieiinltyofRs.OOforcachofreiicoto bep-iid to the IIoiioui able Company, 
nor hlmll they ciitcrtain any Umopean soldier or wilor after sunset or 
Hiitrer them to bo .Irnnk at their bIiojis. In case any mich soldicm or 

.sailois w'ill not depart or reUirii to the ban-acks then tho said Bildfiji Niiik 

or his people sliiill give iiotico to the ofliccrs of the gales who will .send a 
mmrd for them. But if the said D.W.lji Niiik or liis people neglect to 

acquaint tho onieers, he shall be fined Rs.r.O and the M.vants or other 

Bhniiil.li is piiiiished as they may dc-ei ve. Tlial the fai luei s ‘ luill sell then 
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cleulilr distitlol nmek nl 7 pice l|je »rr nnd xingie di»lil!wl at ■} pict i|,n 
sfT full iiicaHuto niid willimil iwiy miAtuic, ro tlialaiiy pmon Imying nirtl 
oeo Hint it gmil niwl full iiirnmirr licfnrn li« c.irriea it from the jhep. 
If it iirovc ‘1 IkmI or xliort in ine.ixiirc, llm penmn «» ondonronring to 
iipoii till- hiijor iiliMI, if tlio buyer iii«i‘t^ upon it, go with him »ml cany ih« 
nrmck to the clerk of the market, tintl, if Iho cotnplnitil luw been found jn«l, 
Iho formen or their ncrvniiUi thall lie euhjctl to the jicnalty of 1C l'.ff<3 
for every oireitce, t<» hi' jiaifl to the clerk of the innrkct ns cttstoiiiiry. No 
coinplnint ohnll be wliiiitteil nftcr the nrmck has b'eii carried by the hnjtr 
from the ehop except in manner nforetmld. That, tvs has lieen ca-nootiy 
except in the HonmiraWo CoinpanyV oortc, the fmanddra of ihi* tt’-r'J 
alinll ho obligcil to lot th» lihandifiU have Ihteo coeoanut tree* in ovttjKO 
for drawing totidy at Iho iirice of Oj pice ft month for each tree. Ard n 
llio ffttondffrii havo nllotted to the Blinmlrfris n greater number of trees iLin 
Ilia three per cent nforementinned nt their own rale, the faxanditi ai-'ll 
nut lake tlic ttvea awny till tho oaid Tlhanilifris nm providwl vritli oUiir*. 
In care any diapiitcftlinnhl nriie between any of the fa/anclrfm ftiid I3b»n* 
difrifl concerning the goodne*'* of the ires, tlie Kamo is to he decided by a 
proper jicntoii appointed by tho CtiHcctor for that puriwc. The farmers ct 
tho Ilonoiirablc Comjmny's twrls may let them have 3000 cocoannt trc» 
iiH {lennitted by tlioir lease and likewise furnish them with SiiOO nioroni'on 
the forms they ehnll agree upm if the oart-fanners tliink proper. Th»l ft® 
Bhand.'fns eliall rckft“c or give np their trees no occiipied without nr>t 
ncqiiftinliiig the said Dsfdrtji Xrfik svho will enquire into it and give leave 
if lie thiuka proper. In this case the aaid trees inn.it be allotted (o other 
Blinnddria. Should the farmers siisiicct or have notice of nny penmns dis- 
tilling or selling arrack they have liberty to Kcarcli willi projK'r olliccrs »* 
has been customary nnil in like nmnner they may examine any boats or 
s-es.sc!s. Wlicu nny nrmck except such ns by these nrtfeJes h nlIowc<l to 
bo inqiorted or utensils for distributing it nrc found, they nhall be forc- 
feited and the parly offending fined Its. 50, half tu the Ilonoiimble Com- 
pany and half to the farmers. The midtUlam Esnji Xtdk, llic fhnttffhuMa 
and put lb of Bombay and Midiim'ftliall bu obliged to help the farm and 
give their nssistnneo to the managers thereof receiving no moi-o than is cus- 
tomary for.Bucb assistance. That is to say tho niufriditm shall havo two 
coil* {loittis that is the number of palms one man or todily-knifo can tap) 
and each of tho eJiauyhvM'- and piWUt ono coiV. In c.vc tho fanners shall 
rcccivodnmngointlioirfnrni by any unforc-scon accident such as war, dearth, 
famine, pcatilcnce, or the like the Jlonoiinihic Company will make them 
such an abatement in tbeir i-cnt ns may be judged reasonable by tho Gov- 
ernor and Council. Should tho fnrmera for tho recovery of their debts and 
duos have ac(»sion to put any person under charge of the guard, tho several 
officers at the gates custom-house and outposts will bo directed to rcccivo 
such persons and to give the farmers in all other respects suoh ossistaiico 
ns has been usual. They sluill algo bo allowed ion sepoys for coHcoting 
tlioir debts and every person that shall be delivered into tho custody of tho 
guard must poy no more than six pioo at Iiis release. In ca-so any of the 
Uhnuddris do not duly pay tho oart-farincra or faznndibs for their coeoanut 
trees used by the BhnudifrU for drawing toddy, the Bliandtlris must bo 
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impcdC'l by tho said fazandalrs and oart-farmere by lying i-ound tlia treaa 
ct grcati coconniit leaf . ' If that will not induce tlie Bbimdlins to give satis- 
faction; application must be mndc to the Collcctov or the Cbiet of hltehim 
ndio will take tho proper methods to obligo them. But the said oart- 
(umicfa or tho said fazaada^rs shall take no other methods to oppress them 
under pretence of rocorering their debts. In confirmation whereof to that 
part of the agrcciuciit which remains with tho said Pdditji Ifttik and the 
rest of the Bhanditris the said President and Council Iiare caused tho com- 
tnon seal of tho said Honourable Company to he aflixod and to the other 
part tliu said DAdrfji Nrfik and the underwritten as repreaentativea of all 
tho IthandfCris have sot their hands and seals this tho fir-st day of August 
1740. In the proaouoo of Thomas Hodges and Titus Scott." 

Of llie pnuiagcmenb of the Tobacco Parm between. 1720 and 17H 
lliG following details arc recorded; 

At a ConsnH.ttion of the 22nd Maixdi 1720, Mr. Midford being 
called upon for his proposal concerning the toba^o farm and offering 
no more than Ks. 19,000 for one yaic, it was esteemed too little. 
After debate it was agreed in oonsidei-alaon that many of our fighting: 
sepoys arc discharged and two of the latgest frigates employed out of 
Bombay, it would bo for the interest of our Honourable Masters could 
wo bring the amount to tho last year’s figure Rs. 20,100. If not, 
rather t.hnn lot this branch of their revenues be too much lowcind, we 
would Iv-eop it in tho Company’s bands. The merchants and oUior 
inbabilauts were Ihcroupon called in and the farm put up to 
sale at lie. 5000 when Pasquel Bareitto appeared the Inchest bidder 
at Rs. 20,105. Ordered that tlicSocrctaiy draw out conditions of the 
sale and liis covenants for paying the money accordingly.* 

OntboGtli rebruaryl724 by order of tho Bombay Council the 
Secretary writes to Surat : Tho farmers of the tobacco rent being m 
want of tobacco for tho use of the island I .am directed by lire Presi- 
dent and Council to order you to provide JoOO mans ol sneh sorts as 
Laldtis will inform j and send itdorvnby the Bret conveyance.* 

Oil tho I9th rcbra.ary 1725 the Bombay Scerotary writes to Surat: 
I am ordered by the President andCounoil to direct you to send us by 
first conveyance 1500 of tobacco for tlio aso of the farmers. 

' On the Gth March 1725 they further wiite : Mahe a providon of 
2500 mans instead of 1500 as dirwted before. They add a postrenpt . 
LettWebeauMual quantity of the three severe sorts of tobacco 
provided in the abovementioned parcel and mark the bales that we may 
bo able to disUnguisb each sort bore.® 


over tbo grrai leaf wm nn insult wliieli tlio troo-spirit woiiUl not ciicluro. 

3 B^m. l720.Pab. Oxary 1 of 1720. 27, iWs Ilm-c 

''"‘Slmbay to S«r.-.l0th Fob. 172 b Surat Fact. Pbijy 012 uHTSS - 17^^^ 

S Sm? to Surat Ifllb Fol.. 172.'., Sur.M F>ct. ».wy 012 oM »-»■ 

‘ SW le Surat Clh Mareb 1725. Surat Fact. Dmvy bJ2 ot 17.0 IZ-e. 
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A Conf-ullalion of the lOlli July 1728 rcconls! Tlie fiirincrs of the 
ttilmcco rent prcrcnt n pulilion to llic Uoiird prayinfj llmt in oonailots- 
lion of llie «^arc^ly from Surat llofttlfi luul llm ronFccjuenl }?roai price it 
luiUi l«on nt llrip In**! Hiason they iiuny h.ave leave to charge one 
hn^cnik the tola more llnm n>.«nl on lolxioco retailed. Agttvd tint 
iiixirty 1*0 friven them to charge one buQcntk the tola on the retail of 
tobacco until b 3 ' the price Iwconring more reasonable we tec fit 
ngnin to reduce it to the former rate.* 

On the yOtb March 1730 the Komliay Secretary writes to Sant; 

At the vcnucst of our tolncco fanners tliw Ilonownihlcthe Prc*<i<icntlj:f 
ordered mo to write you to provide 800 jm«m« of toliacco of tlic twim'l 
and third sorts, an c<mal quantity of I'ach ; and send it down by any 
good conveyance that offers Iwiforo the rain.s.® 

On the Ist Pebninry 1732 the lloinim* Secretary writes to Snial: 

I nm ordered by the lIonoumMc President and Conncil to desire you 
would provide 800 luiiu.t of the first and l»csl toliacco and the like 
quantity* of the second sort for the use of the tolncco farmers ct 
this place with all cxjicdition, nnd send it hither by tbo yamiu or any 
other safe conveyance that shall offer, and debit this Presidency fet 
the niuount. You arc desired to lie very careful to malce choice of 
M'hat is good nnd to obtain it ns cheap ns*po=sible.* 

A Consultation of the 6th January* J783 records: Tl>is being the 
day ajipointed for letting of the tolncco rent for three years more to 
commence the 25 tb of March nest ensuing, the doors arc tlirowii open 
and the principal inhnbiianls nnd merchants are called in and the 
conditions of the said rent arc explained nnd declared. Bliikii Siaay 
licing the highest bidder for the said rent nt Its. 28,200 a year for 
throe years, the same is let to liim nnd lie declares his partner to l« 
NitrAyan KAinAti. The advance upon the former i-cnt is Its. 2700 .a 
year. They' are order«l to prepare tlio necessary securities for the 
performance of covenants.* 

The Surat Factory Diary of the 12tli May 1733 has the following 
entry : AVe forwarded our packet of ycstci'day's date to the Ilonourahlc 
the President and Council, nnd enclosed wo sent an invoice of tolncco 
provided by ItAmehandra NAik, the agent for the Bombay' tobacco 
farmers, amounting to Its. ITj.'iSS nnd 55 pice.® 

On the Slst January* 1736, on the expiry of the three years term of 
the tobacco faian, tbo following entry is recorded : According to tiro 
• public no^cc given for lotting the iolxicco rent for three years from 
the 25tli SInrch next, sundry merchants now altcnding arc called in 
1 , ®°***l'hons cxplnrncd to them ns unlercd at largo after this 
oonsu nation. The farm is then put up to be let to the highest bidder 
who appears to be Bhikii Siuay nt the rate of Bs. 29,235 a year. 
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The farm is accordingly let to him for three years at that mte, which, 
allowing for cscliange, is E.b. 2025 a year more thnn the last rent> 


‘ The following aro the details of the contract : 

Articles of agreement between the Honourable John Home Esqr. President 
nnd Governor of Bombay and Council and Bhiku Kinny Nevrekar and Manoel 
De Jesue renters of the tobacco farm on the island Bombay : (1) The said 
renters shall have liberty to sell tobacco at ten bnjeruka the tola of thirty-two 
vAls, All tobacco brought by any person of what quality or condition soever 
from any place to this island without special license from the said renters shall 
bo contiscated, and the o^vner of the vpsael whereon it may be brought shall pay a 
fine of Bs, 300 of which one-quarter part shall be given to the informer and one- 
half of the remainder to the Honourable Company and the rest to tho aforesaid 
renters. Any person baying tobacco at the tobacoo shops having any ecruplo 
touching the weight of the same, shall there immediately make known the same, nnd 
not being heard or regard had to their complaints they may immediately apply 
themselves to tUo_ Worsliipful tho Deputy Governor, carrying with them the musters 
of tobacco. But in case tliey buy any tobacco or carry it away without Krst making 
a complaint, when any doubt arises concerning the weight their objections shall not 
ho admitted. (2) All persons bringing tobacco to this island with a written license 
from the aforesaid renters shall pay unto them on acknowledgment of half a Xeraphiu 
(5^ ns.) each Bombay man ; nor shall ho be permitted to make sale thereof cither by 
wholesale or retail to tho inhabitants of Bombay but only to the mei chants abroad 
in parcels of five mans and upwards ; when such tobacco happens to come into any river 
under the jurisdiction of Bombay, he it landed or exported, it shall pay the aforesaid 
acknowledgment. Any person acting contrary thereto shall be subject to tho 
prementioned penalty of forfeiting Rs. 300. (3) Tliat all tobacco imported by tho afore- 
said farmers for the benelit of the said farm shall pay a custom of nine per cent, as 
hath always been paid ; and all persona being inolined to sell country snufl or Portugal 
snuff or snulT called ganea shall first ask leave of the aforesaid renters and agree with 
them ; nnd whoever shall presume to act contra^ thereto shall pay a fine of one 
hundred crusadocs, ono-half to tho Honourable Company and the other to the said 
farmers. Also such snuff or gansa as shall be exposed to sale without their license shall 
be seized and converted to the use of said farmers, {i) That the Honourable Com- 
pany shall find them proper lodges and warehouses in good repair not only for the keep- 
ing of their tobacco nut also shops for its sale and no person shall presume to molest 
or affront the said farmers ortheir people serving under them, on penalty of payinga 
lino of Rs. 300, half to tho Honourable Company and half to the said farmers ; 
besides such further punishment as tho affront may deserve. (5) That tho said 
renters having notice of any snuff or tobacco being run they shall have liberty to 
make search in ships houses or other- places where they shall have suspicion or 
knowledge of the fact ; and on discovery being made all tobacco or snuff so found or 
discovered shall be confiscated to said farmers ; and tho party offending shall pay a 
line of Bs. 300, half to tho Honourable Company and half to the said farmers. (6) 
All tobacco landed on tho island of Bombay by any person whatever sholl be lodged 
in a warehouse under the key of said farmers. In cose the enstomor think it con- 
venient to have another look to tho same he may do it ; and any person whatever 
disputing or cavilling about these conditions nnd privileges, unless he be a party 
concerned, shall be subject to a fine of Rs. 300, half to the Honourable Company nnd 
half to tho said farmers. (7) That the said farmers sbaU make just and full 
payment of tho amount of said farm being in all Rs. 87,076 in thirty-six equal monthly 
payments of Bs. 2436-1-609, the first instalment to be paid two months from tho 
present date in silver or pice at the rate of eighty pice to the rupee, and the amount 
of the tobacco which the Honourable Company may supply them withal shall bo 
made good in like manner, (8) That when the Sidi's fleet may arrive in any porte 
bclon^ng to this iriand tho said renters shall havo liberty to make search on board 
thorn and all tobacco found shall ho shut up in a warchouae under their key whilst 
tho said fleet may remain here. Tho poo^o belonging to tho fleet shall be obliged 
to buy from tho forosaid farmers all tobacco they require for their use ; and at their 
departure any tobaeoo so deposited shall bo redelivered them. To this pui^oso an 
olliccr sboil bo appointed to afford, the farmers the necessary helps, obliging all 
rofraotory persons to yiay tho said farmers thoir duo without any process, and shall 
likewise lend them tho necessary guards to assist them in tho recovery of their nghte. 
For wliat else tlio said fanners may rcqaii'o their assistance in matters relating to 
the fann, so often as tlioy request the same, tho said officers shall proceed agreeable 
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Hevenae and 
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Tobacco Farm, 

‘ 1745. 


Tlic tobacco farm rented on IStli Pebrnary 1742 was cried down to 
the highest bidder at Re. 89,000 the year.^ 

A Consultation of the 22nd February 1745 records: Hus being 
the day appointed to put up the rent of the tobacco farm and tbo 
merchants attending without they were admitted and the terms of the 
rent declared to be as usual except tbe duty of oue per cent to the torrn 
ditch which was ordered to be levied after the commencemeut of the 
last lease. This being explained to the merchants the farm was pat 
up at Rs. 30,000 when Savaji Dharamset was the Inghest bidder at 
Us. 44,000 a year, who immediately declared Manek 3 i Naivioji and 
Dhauji Gopdl to be his partners in whoso name it is directed a contract 
be drawn out on the 25th of next month when the present lease expires, 
and entered in the diary under that date.® 


to the tenour of these cenditionB agaisst any persons presuming to run tohocco or 
snufT. (9J That in oaso of war or any enemjr invading the island, a general 
drought storm or other pobltc calamity (Whieh Ood forbid), tbo Honuuniblo 
Company shall make said formers such reasonable abatement as shall be jnilgcd 
adequate to their loss. (10) That on the arrival of the Europe ships in this harbour 
of Bombay no rolled tobacco imported by them shall be sold save to tbo English 
inhabitants for their own proper use. Nor shall the English be permitted to sell the 
same to the naUves or bhiclc people. 'Whoever may be found acting contrary to 
this article shall pay a fine of Ks. 300, one-half to the Honourable Company aod one 
half to the said formers. In confirmation whereof tlio President ond Council have 
caused the common seal of the aforesaid Honourable Company to be affixed hereto 
the 23ih day of Match one thousand seven hundred and fbirty-six. Bom. Gov. 
Consultation Slst Jan. 1736, Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 31 • 34. 

* Pub, Diniy 16 of 1741-4^ 87. 

’ The details of the contract arc the same os those given above. Pub. Diary 18 of 
1741-45, 85. b . j 
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French War to Bassein Treaty, 1744-1803. 

At a Consultation of the 17th October 1746, Mr. Sedgxricte takes 
occasion, to acquaint the Board that, in virtne of paragraph 114 of the 
Honourable Companj-’s Standing Order dated the 24th March 1710, 
being now the Thii-d of Council upon the island, he desires to have the 
diarge of the warehonse. This question being put to the several members 
of the Board, they were unanimously of opinion that as Mr. Rawdon at 
present executes that trust in a due and faithful manner, it would he 
unjust to remove him merely to make room for one a little above him in 
standing at the Board. Besides the members notice that the an^ority 
on which Mr. Sedgwicke founds his claim was countermanded by the 
Honourable Company in the 95th paragraph of their commands dated 
'the 11th of March 1735, where they 5reet that the several members 
of the Board should have such employs assigned them as they may bo 
judged most capable of discharging tot the Company's interest, and 
that neither the customs nor any other post should be confined to tbo 
tliird or fourth of Council.^ 

In a letter dated 7th May 1746, the Court write : The considerable 
reduction of out charges, and incr^e of our revenues since Mr. 'Wake 
came to the chair afford us great satisfaction. These are solid proofs 
of a true attachment to our interest, and we rely on a continnanco 
thereof, with respect to your place and every subordinate factory.® 

On the I4th November 1747 the Bomba}' Government write to the 
Court: The mortality among your covenant servants obliges ns to request 
your Honours will send us a suitable supply, being bare at present here 
as well as at the subordinate settlements. In another letter dated 
'l5tb Mar ch 1748, the Bombay Government repeat their request.® 

In a letter dated the 15th March 1748 the Court of Directors order 
and appoint the undermentioned persons to be their Council at Bombay, 
namely 'William Wake Esquire, President, and Governor ; Mr. Richard 
Bourchier, Second in Council and to succeed to the chair in case of the 
demise or absence of Mr. Wake; Major Goodyere on arrival to bo 
and to remain Third; Mr. William Sedgwicke, Fourth, and always to 
remain Fourth. Mr. Thomas Marsh, Fifth ; Mr. Robert Rawdon, 
Sixth ; Mr. Richard Sanders, Seventh; Mr. George Scott, Eighth ; Mr. 
William West, Ninth; Mr. John Sewell, Tenth; Mr. Henry Savage, 
Eleventh ; Mr. Thomas Dorrill, Twelfth ; Mr. Thomas Lane, Thirteenth.* 
In a letter of the 15tii March 1748 the Court write : In compliance 
with your repeated requests for a supply of covenant servants, we 
have entei'tained twelve writers on your establishment.® 
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I Pub. Diary 19 of 1746, 339. 

® Pub. Dcp. CJonit’a Letters Vol. 3 of 1<42- 1<51, 1-9. 

3 Pnb. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 1 of li4G - 1/49, 84, 115. 

4 Pub Dep. Court’s Letters "Vol. 3 of 1742-1751, 163-166. 

» Those twelve writers were : Henry Johnson, Cecil Boyer, Charles Wbitehill, John 
Holmes, Robert Lambart George Bourchier, John Parsons, Francis Atkins, Owann 
Geekic, James Stuart, Bobert Aylmer, and Darnel Draper. 
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Tlioso writevB you must employ according to llieir several ca|)acitics 
and qualifications, and talfc care that they arc constantly kept to 
business. George Bourcliicr being at Bombay is to execute the 
cnelosed covenants, wbidi are to bo returned to us. We have per- 
mitted David Lopez Fernandes, Samuel do Castro, and Norton Nieholls 
to reside in India as IVee Merchants, the two first in the diamond 
and coral wayi We have likewise permitted Francis Hodges and 
William Dogan to reside in India in the seafaring way, prodded they 
behave in a satisfactory manner. James Wilson has our leave to go 
to any of our settlements in India and succeed as a Surgeon to any 
vacancy, wherever he is wanted and approved of.* 

In a letter of the 15th March 1748 tlic Court write : If it has not 
already been done, all the new Members of Council must bo sworn to 
be true and faitliful to the Company. We find several of our servants 
on the Bombay cshiblishmcnt arc under no legal obligations for the 
faithful discliargc of their duty to the Company. Wc hereby acquaint 
you tliat, in stations wlrcrc security is always required, we will have no 
persons employed in our scrdcc w’ho arc not under covenants, and Iiavc 
not given, or are not ready to give, the usual security in England for the 
faithral discharge of their duty. That our orders on this head may 
be immediately complied with, wc have enclosed a list of the names of 
the persons for whom security is required ns woU ns the -names of such 
as are to exccuto covenants. You must observe it as a Standing Rule 
that as soon os any of our junior servants come of age, they aro to 
enter into fresh covenants, whicli you must get executed accordingly 
and transmit to us. It must likewise be a Standing llulc, that as our 
servants respectively advance in station, tlicy write to their friends in 
England to give the nsnal security for such advanced station.^ 

On the 5th November 1748 the Bombay Government write to the 
Court : Tlie widow of the late Mr. Richard ^Sanders requesting a 
monthly allowance on account of her being left wdtli two children in 
low circumstances, of the trutli of which wc Ixjing well nssuied and 
also in consideration of the husband’s long and faitlSil sen'icos to your 
Honours, we were induced in a Consultation of the 19th August last to 
make her the same allowance that Mr. Morle}'’s indow obtained. For 
the like reason wc that day consented to grant tlic widow Aitkins her 
husband’s half pay. Both these allowances were struck off upon receipt 
of your orders by Orford, expressing a dissatisfaction at such steps 
witiiout your previous leave being firet obtained.® 

On the 7 th March 1749 the Court of Directors write to Bombay: 
It IB with difficulty and uncertainty we can collect from yom* books 
the app^tments of our several servants. You are therefore for our 
informabou hereby directed to cause a list to be diawn out of our 
covenant servants, and, from the Governor to the writer, to distinguish 
the yearly salary and allowances 'of each, as well as all allowances 
annexed by way of gmtuity or otherwise to particular posts. Also a 


- tuD, B Ojetiers Vol. 3 of 1742 - 17E1 KM . 1ISK 

3 Pub. Dep. Court’s Letteis Vol. 3 of 1742 . 17C1 ICO - 107 
3 Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 61 of 1740 - 1749, 1C4 - 165. 
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libt of all ollici- persons cmiiloj'cd in the several branches oC our busi- 
ness who receive any pay or allowance from the Company dislinguishin"* 
their several emploj'incnts. All which accounts dranm out in a concise 
and methodical manner arc to be sent us the first opportunity and 
continued annually,* 

In a letter of the 7th March 1749 the Court wi-ito : \Vc have 
appointed the following writers upon the Bombay cstahlishmont, wlio 
take their passage on these ships. Tlicy arc to take their standing as 
. we have placed them, namely Antlionj’- Chester, James Bj'ley, John 
'\\atson, John Grose, Itohcrt jMoltai, and Hobcrt Drskinc. As all arc 
full sixteen j-cars of age and have gone tlirongli a course of merchants’ 
accounts wc apprehend they will be immediately usefnl." 

A Consnltation of the Sth Ajiril 1749 records : Tlicre being a want 
of Lands to carry on the business in tlie Secretary’s oflicc and no cove- 
nant servants to spare from the other ofliccs, it is agreed that LIr. 
Thomas MostjTi lx: entertained as a monthlj' writer on the usual terms 
of Its. 30 a month,® 

A Consull,ation of the 21th Jannarj* 1749 records; As the Post 
of Custom ^Master and Land Pa 3 ' Master of Bomlnj' will liccomo vacant 
on l\rr. Sewell’s departure, Mr. William West is appointed to receive 
charge of the Customs, nud Mr. Hugh S 3 'mmons provisionall 3 ’ of the 
laud iJa 3 * oflico.* 

A Consultation of the 9Ui Ma}- 1749 records : It is agreed that 
wc admit Jlr. Tlioraas Hodges our present SccraLaiy to a scat at the 
Board and nccordingl 3 ' administer to him the tisnal oath of fidelity. 
Directed that he receive from Mr. William West the charge of the 
Bdmba,v Custom House and deliver to Mr. John Spencer his i>osl of 
clerk of the market. As Mr. Sponeer is at present AccounUmt General, 
it is agreed that a letter Ixs mute to the j\ra 3 'oi’’s Court acquainting 
them that wo esteem Air, Peter Elwin Wrench a projTcr person to 
succeed to that olfico, and thoraforc recommend him accordingly with 
the usual salar 3 ' for his trouble. Directed likewise that Mr. Hodges 
deliver to ilr. Obadiah Cummings tlie charge of the Sccrctar 3 '’s oflicc 
with all books and papers bclonghig thereto. Mr. Cummings is directed 
to receive the same, tlie oath of fidelity Iiaring been first .administered 
to liim.® 

A Consultation of the 17lh NovcmlK:r-1749 records; The Bomba 5 ’ 
Custom Master representing that the mcasurage of grain and other 
articles in the Custom House liad hitherto liecn committed to the care 
of a Fopo 3 % who is a very improper person for that cmplo 3 ’’ as ho cannot 
perform it with the necessary exactness or keep any regular accounts. 
As further the mercliants liavo frequent^ complained of tlie weigh- 
ments, it is directed tliat in future a Pu^oo be cmplo 3 'ed on this scrrico 
at the wage of Ks, 5 a month, when it will lx; performed with exactness 
and to tlie satisfaction of the mcrclumts.® 
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1 Pnb. Den, Court's Iicttcrs Vol. a of 1742-1731, 203, 

- Pub. Den. Court’s Letters Vol, 3 of 1742-1761, 200. 

3 Pub. Diary 22 of 1749, 101. ^ Pub. Diary 22 of 1/49, -4. 

•' « Pub, Diary 22 of 1749, 322. 
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At a ConBultation o£ tlic llth Angust 1749 tlto Secretary lays 
bcEoro the Board specimens of the handwriting of the covenant ser- 
vants who came ont on the Boscatcciif who are appointed to the follow- 
ing offices ; Mr. Paraons and Mr, Stnart to assist in the AcconnhmVs 
offieo; Mr. Gecldcintlie General Storekeeper’s office j and Mr. Lambert 
and Mr. Draper in the Secretary’s office.^ 

On the 7th March 1749 the Conrt write to Bomhay ; We direct 
that none of onr servants be allowed to levy any fine or penalty what- 
soever, which by so doing would revert to Ihcmsolvcs. Wlicn any 
fine becomes really just and necessary, wo insist that the same lie 
modeitite and paid into cash, noting the true canso for levying thereof. 
Wc strenuonsly recommend to you to have a watchfnl eye on the 
conduct of our servants in general tliat order and integrity may be 
completely established.’’ 

On the 7th March 1749 the Court continue ; Wc think it necessary 
to direct yon to observe it ns a standing order for the future that no 
person be suffered to come to England until he has fully and satisfac- 
torily adjusted all accounts depending hotween him and the Comp.iny.* 

Begarding the Qovemment of Bomhay in 1750 Grose writes! The 
Government of this island is entirely English, subordinate to the 
Coua*t of Directors of the United Companies of merchants of England, 
trading to the East Indies, who appoint by commission a President to 
whom they join a Council consisting of nine pemons. The whole 
number of them are rarely or rather never on the spot, being employed 
as Chiefs of the several factories subordinate to that Presidency. 
Those of the Council ns are at Bombay arc appointed to the posts of 
tho greatest trust such as accountant umrohousc-kceper land-paymaster 
matme paymaster and other offices for transacting tlie Compan 3 '’s 
affairs. They arc generally such as have risen by degrees from the 
station of writers and take place, unless otherwise ordorad from Homo, 
according to the seniority of the service. As to tiio military and marine* 
force, it is considered as more immediately under the direction of the 
President, who is entitled General and Commandcr-in-ehief, though 
' nothing material is supposed to he ordered concerning cither without 
the concurreuce of the Council.* 

A Consultation of the 15th November 1750 records: The state of 
the President’s, the Honourable William Wake’s, ill-hcalth requiring his 
removing to England, he now delivers over to Mr. Bourchior ^e balance 
of the running cash being B-s. 97,766-0-89, the balance of the Bank, 
teing 1^. 58,342-51-34, the balance remaining in the treasury being 
Bb. 8,00,156-3-5, also the balance of Foreign silver being 5813 pounds 
4 ounces as per receipts following this Consultation. Ho intends taldng 
his passage to Eng^nd on the lioscaiGen.^ 

In a l^er dated tho 6th March 1750 tho Court unite : Wc have, 
appomted the four following persons writers upon ynur establishment. 


» Pnb. Diary 22 o* XT49, 230. 

1 V*]- ® - 1751, 203-204. 

* Pnb. Dep. Court a Lottera Vol. 3 of 1742 - 1731 201 
'>Gtose’8YoyogototheEa8tlDaiea,I.35,33, ' “Pub. Diary 23 ot 1760, 41( 
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who arc to ho ranked upon our list oC covenant ecrvaliis in the order 
they arc licre named: Arthur King, Henry Moore, Rawson Hart 
Hoddain, and AVilliam Pcrciwal which last is now at Bombay. These 
four with the writers sent the two prcecdiiig seasons will, we apprehond, 
bo a siiflicicnl number to assist in the various branches of your business. 
Excci)t Mr. Porcival, whose fnends Iiave given us full satisfaction 
of his being qualified in both respects, the 3''oung gentlemen above 
mentioned, as well as those appointed last season, have all produced 
]>roper certificates of their being full sixteen .years of ago, and tliat 
thei' have gone through a regular course of arithmetic and merchants’ 
accounts. Wo therefore make no doubt but that they -will Ijo 
.immediately useful. As we have made it a standing resolution not to 
choose aiu' writer unless ho can produce certificates of his being full 
sixteen j'cars of age, and having gone through a regular course of 
arithmetic and merchants’ accounts, and ns wo are not acquainted 
' Avliethcr Captain Mostjm’s son is so qualified, we cannot comply with 
3’our 1‘ccoinmcndations for appointing him a writer, until we are informed 
by 3'ou wholhor be is qualified agreeable to our aforesaid resolution. 
You must cncoumgc all our scrrants to learn the necessary country 
languages. Wo also recommend Ibe slutting them from ono emploj'mont 
to another, as (bo best means of obtaining a general knowledge of our 
affaii's, and eonsequcuUj'’ of Iwcoming useful servants.^ 

A Consultation of Ibo 3rd Maj' 1750 records: There being a want of 
bauds to carry on the business in the Secretary’s oilico, agreed that 
Mr. William Percoival bo entertained as a montfily writer at the usual 
allowance of Its. 30 a moiitli.' 

In a letter of tlie fitliMarcb 1750 the Court write : Several of oUr 
servants Inve not 3’ct complied with our orders urtli regard to llioir 
giving sccurit3'. If they expect to continue in our sorvico they must 
write to their friends to give seciirit3’- immediately. Wo have sent 
b3'’ the ships /i’ast Court and Prince George some blank covenants to 
bo executed bj- sncli of our servants as liavo not done the same since 
they liavc come to the ago of twont3'-onc 3"ears.® 

On the lOUi Sfaj' 1751 Bombay -writes to the Court: We bog 
leave to acquaint 3'0\ir Honours tliat nolwitlist.inding the supplies of 
scrv.anls 3’-ou have been ple.rscd to send out these twm last 3^earB, yet, 
by llio dc.alb of some and tlio removal of others to the assistance of 
Bulwrdinates from wdioncc lhc3' still write for more, wo arc now 
60 liarc of servants here as not to have siillicicnt hands to keep up the 
current business iii the public ollices, but are obliged contrary to your 
orders to employ monthly wi-ilcrs. We must ihereforo desire your 
Honours’ regard to this particular as also to our former request for a 
supply of proper men for suballcni ofiicors.* 

In a letter dated the fi2nd Ma3’-1751 tbo Court w'rilo : We are come 
to a resolution that all persons who for Iho fiilure shall liavo oiir 


Chapter_YIII. 

Revenue and 
Finance. 

fopply of 
Writers, 
1750. 


Security, 

17CD. 


Writers 

^Ylmtod, 

1761. 


Licoiisecl 

Enropenns, 

1751. 


' Piili. l)pp. Court’s Letters Vol. .1 of 17it2.175J, 201-202. 

’ I’lil). Iliavy 2» of 1750, 150- 167. 

•> I’lili. Don. Court’s Letters Vol. 3 of 17IS-17HJ, 20.2. 

■ * I’ltb. Wcp. Ijcttcrs to tlie Couil -i’ol. 2 of 17‘lll ■ 1701, 10- -lOO. 
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leave to reside in India under tlic Company’s pi-oiection, sliall, before 
they proccodj give two hundred pounds security, by one or hvo 
snhstantiol persons, to indemnify tlio Company for any charges or 
dishursements the Company may bo subject to for their support and 
maintenance. All pci-sons who have leave to tnlcc servants with them 
to reside in India arc to give bond in the like penalty for every servant, 
to indemnify the Company against any clinrgcs and disbursments 
•they may be subject to for such seivants.^ 

On tlic 21st August 1751 the Court write to Bombay: An Act 
passed the last Sessions of Parliament for regulating the commencement 
of the year and for coTinciing the calendar now in use to which a 
particular attention must be had. In order to prevent any mistakes 
in our boolcs, calculations, and accounts ave have sent some copies of 
flic said Act in this ship’s packet.” 

In a letter dated tlie 4th March 1752 ilie Court order that the 
Bombay Council shall consist of thirteen pereons onl^'.® 

In a letter dated tho^th March 1752 the Court note tlicappointmcnt 
of twelve, and in a letter of the 5th April 173-i, of eight writers upon 
the Bombay establishment.* 

In a letter of tlio 4th March 1752 tho Court write : Yom* hooks anti 
papers in general are badly written, and in paiticnlar the Consultations 
are copied avitli such a loose liand, that they' swell to an inconvenient 
size, as for tho some reason do most of your other books and papers. For 
tho futoo you must take care that our servants do tlicir duty in this 
respect in a bettor manner.^ 

A Consultation of the Slst March 1752 recoixls : The gcntlemon 
in tho several offices complaining that the sepoys allotted them, being 
on ^ the milita^ rolls, aiu frequently called o£E from their employs 
which is very inconvenient and a great hindrance to business, rc'solvcil 
that each gentleman deliver in a list of what sepoys arc necessary to 
assist in their respective offices to bo laid befoi'c the Board next Council 
day.o 


On the 3rd April 1762 the Board records : Agreeable to the i-esolutior 
of last Council the gentlemen in tho several offices deliver in a list of 
sepoys nccessaiy to assist in their business. It is agreed that sneli 
offices as have monthly account currents witli the Honourable Company 
shall have a certain number of sepoys allotted to them. These sepov'E 
ara to 1)0 struck off tho militaiy rolls and charged intlie accounts of the 
mnee, as it is evident sepoys will be more immediately useful when 
.entirely Uep^dent on the several offices than while tliey continue on the 
prasent footing. „gard to tho offices which W no monthly 
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aceouiila with the Hononrablo Company, they arc lo he supplied as 
hitherto out o£ the military sepoys.^ 

It has been usual to allow the Mayor’s Court 1 ndilc and 8 sepoj's. 
The Sccrctfiry is directed to acquaint the Mayor tlmt the ^ard must bo 
l^aid by the Court if it has sullicicui capital.- Accordin^y on the 2 let 
- April 1752, after reading a letter from the Mayoris Court, the Boai'd 
record : Read a letter from the Acting Mayor, representing that tlio 
Court’s stock is so small that it is not able to mn.intni'n an ofiScer and eight 
sepoys unless the Board will allow_ it part of the fines. Resolved 
as the Court’s capital is so small, it is more eligible and advantageous 
for the Honourable Company to allow them an officer and eight sepoys 
out of their military than to admit of their receiving any part of the 
fines which may be considerable.® 

In a letter dated the 41h March 1752 the Court write : Although wo 
find iu general an increase in the revenues of the Bombay Presidency, yet 
they fall greatly short of the ehai-ges and expenses. We therefore 
most c.'irnestly recommend it to you to think of and put in pmotico 
every method to encourage trade and increase the number of substan- 
tial inhabitants at Bombay, that we may at least have the satisfaction 
of finding the revenues adequate to the charges and expenses. At 
lirasent it is with great concern wo must acquaint you we are carrying 
. on a very losing trade to your side of India.* 

A Consultation of the 18th August 1753 records : The Honourable 
Company ha^’ing Ixjon jilcased to send a commission by the Stafford 
nominating the Honourable Richard Bomehier Esq, President and 
Governor, resolved that Tuesday nest the 2lBt August be appointed 
for publishing the commission at tlie Port Gate. The Secretary is 
directed to summon all the European inhabitants. Black raordiants, 
and others.® 

Accordingly on the Slot Augurt the Secretary mounted on lioi-sc- 
back read the President’s commission at the Port Gate, the covenant 
servants, European inhabitants. Black merchants, and oUiers attending. 
The regiment ucing drawn up fired three vollies of small arms and 
the Port twenty-one iricccs of ordnance whicli was answered from all 
the ships in the road.® 


1 TIio details of tlio Bcx>oyB to l)o charged in the monthly ncconnts of tho difleront 
offices arc : Bomhay Cnstora Jlonsc and New SInndvi, 2 officers and Id sepoys, total IS ; 
Old Mdndvi, 2 sepoys ; New Bandar Marino Yard and Pier Head, 1 officer and 10 sepoys, 
total 11 i I<and Pay Office, 1 officer and 0 sepoys, total 10 ; Military Poy Office, 2 sepoys ; 
I’urscr Marino’s Office and Master Attendant, (a) nt the Marino lionsc 1 officer and 8 
sepoys, (/>) nt the office 2 sepoys nt tho Marino Yard; 4 sepoys with the Master Attend- 
ant; Wnrclionse, 1 ndik and 4 sepoys ; Mdhira Custom Honso, 3 for Mori clinuki, 3 for tho 
clianiki liotwccn tho Mdndvi and Fort, 2 for tho Mdndvi, 2 attending tho passage boat, 14 



attoiuliiig coolericB, 2 sepoys at tho Collector's chnnki } Mint Master, 3 sepoys ; General 
and Military Stores, 2 officers and 10 sepoys. 

2 Puh. Diary '25 of 1762, 111 - 112. ® Pdb, Diary 25 of 1762, 142. 

< Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 4 of 1752-1760, 16. ‘ Pub, Diary 26 of 1763, 271. 

' Pub. Diary 20 of 1763, 277. , 
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In a letter o£ the 14th March 1753 the Court ■write: Wc have laden 
on the Prince Edvjai'd severol Persic books to assist such of our 
servants as have talents for learning languages.^ 

In paragraiih 102 of the same letter the Court contiuuc: Ton 
must eriiort our servants in general to learn the country languages. 
You may assure them ■we shaU have a partieular regard to sUch as shnll 
so usefully qualify themselves in order to ■which their names must bo 
transmitted to us from time to time. Some books in the Pcisic 
language are now sent out for the use of such as shall attempt that 
language, but you must take care they are alwa 3 '’S carefully preserved 
from being lo&L^ 

In 1753 the state of the finances seems less discouraging. Ina letter 
dated the 14th March 1753 the Court write : We must do j'ou the 
justice to acknowledge that there appears a proper care in j’ou to 
increase the revenues. Wc hope your conduct m this bmuch of otur 
afEairs will continue to meiit our approbation.^ 

The improvement continued in the following year. In a letter of the 
5th April 1754 the Com't write: It gives us a sensible pleasure to 
ohser\'e improvements in our revenues. More particularly in that 
branch of revenue the customs, which have been gradually increasing, 
and according to your state of it in the year 1751 amounted to about 
Ks. 19,000 more than the _ customs ever before produced, Wc 
recommend 3 *our care for 'the improvements of the revenues in general, 
and we hope for a continuance of improvement, as we must repeat to 
yon that our only dependaucc for any adjutage from your Presidenej’' 
is upon the profits of our G:q>ort and the revenues.* 

The prosperity continued during the follo^wing j'eiir. On the 26tli 
March 1755 the Court -write : It gives ns great pleasure to observe b}' 
3 ’our last set-off books that our rents and revenues are stiU inei-easing 
and that they esceed the amount of the preceding 3 'ears upwards of 
Rs. 60,000. It is a particular satisfaction to us 'to observe tliat near 
two-thirds of that increase arises from our enstoms. As yon have 
con-^iuced us of j’^our attention to this mateml branch of our affairs, 
we arc iiersnadra you -will still coutiuuo it. In particular that j'ou 
will ^vc all fitting encouragement for tlie passing through the island, 
the goods for the Mokha and Basra markets and Bengal freight goods 
carried inland, which j'on inform us till lately went by the way of 
Surat.* 

In the same letter the Court continuo : We cannot help observing 
that the manner of your keeping the accounts of our cash is not 
agreeable to our original orders and intention, and is diffcrcnt from 
the ^practice at our other Presidencies. It appears that almost all 
receipts and paj’mcu'ts are brought 'to account in -the running cash kept 
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by tho^Pi'csidont, whereas they ought to be received awd paid by the 
Committee of Treasury, and the President ought never to have in his 
hands at any one time a sum exceeding Es. 1,00,000. We therefore 
tliink it is necessary to revive the standing order contained in our 
commands of the 2nd March 1738, and direct your punctual com- 
X)liancc therewith, excepting that part as to the Third in Council, in lieu 
of whom is to ho substituted the Fourth, it being in the following 
words, namely : AVc direct -tliat a Committee of Treasury be appointed 
as we have liero, and tliat the same consist of the President and the 
Second and Third at Bombay for the time being, and that all our 
bullion rupees and other treasure bo kept by them under three different 
lock^ except a running cash of about one hundred thousand rupees, 
whieli must bo in the President’s possession. The balance of the same 
•xvith what is iu the bullion oflicc must bo monthly produced before the 
whole Council and the amounts entered upon Consultation.^ 

_ In a letter dated the 6th April 1754 tlie Court write ; Wo would 
discourage and as far as possible put a stop to the custom of employing 
black people iu j'om- mriting business. You must take care that all 
our servants, and more particularly the younger sort, are constantly 
employed. If tiro present number is not sufficient for the various 
branches of 3'our business, inform us how many more arc wanting and 
you shall be fully supplied. ^ 

On the 2l8t February 1755, Bombay writes to the Court: Wo 
shall always have a watchful eye over the carriage and conduct of 
your servants in general and are glad we have an opportunity of 
assming jrour Honours that their behaviour is so satisfactory in all 
respects that it became entirely unnecessary for us to enter into a 
quarterly inquiry tboreinto.® 

The 1756 returns show a continued increase in customs. In a 
letter of the 31st March 1756, paragraph 91, the Court writo: Wc 
must attribute the increase of Es. 14,504-1-12 in onr customs to the 
encotiragoment given to trade. We hope under your care to find the 
customs annually inercasiug.^ 

Ill a letter dated the 4th of May 1757 the Court write: Our 
President’s emoluments are large, and certain iiifinitelj’’ superior to 
those of Bengal and Madras. The appointment for his table aud 
servants, Rs. 912 a month and Es, 2400 a j^ear for festivals, is a 
noble establishment. It ought to support our Governo rs w ithout 
attempting to load us -with the least additional expense. Whenever 
this allowance has been exceeded, as in the case of Mr. Home, we have 
ordered a refund. It is true Governor Wake did most imwarrantahly 
charge us with many avtieles, hut he died before that was discovered 
or wc should have demanded the difference. Wc arc extremely sorry 
to see that in tbis respect Mr. Bourebier liM gone much beyond his 
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prcdccesForB, nay, the practice is now carried to Mich a length, tliat 
almost every doincstio charge is made the Company’s. AVc therefore 
do csjicct and order repayment of every such oxrcwling. Some of tlwso 
ns prepared hy our mulitor we sliall here point out. These for want 
of time may still Iw very imperfect. Rut we shall depend upon ypur" 
restoring the whole to its original cslahlishmcnl, ns you v.aluc onr' 
service.' The following nrc our President’s cxc^ings for the year 
17{i5 : 


17"'. 


Can} Ins tlw rtr^l<lcnt*« Tl.lns^ to mJ ln>tn rnrti ... 
S'nncrulm lnrhI«»rnnnU ... ... .■> 

OrmUa lluIttliiBB'l /:i'nlruli>«l*!lns 
rrniMitm a mm. Id lU. omI} (<.rhla niplont ... 

Clian^F* attBnillnj; nnultrj* nt farrl ... ... 

llo, tlie l*rciiiilctit’« rrn uiti* pn» Iiilort* at I'anl 
ni. do. ilo. nt llnlclicr'* I<tmi1,{ 

Snnitrif* ninilhd tothn Fert llnuic COoV Itnoni 

IVi. uu. Bt l^atrl ... M. 

Camlns Btirepto rnrrl ... ... 

Siinifrim to the Fort Il<rti»o D Jpw>*f or Fantry 
1>>. to fanttiy Bt FukI ... •- ... 

Women ina1iliisl>r<rut tor thrI'n'*Mrnt _ ... 

Wbx fliilh corertnj; the l‘rr'l<leiit'a Ttlilnsa ... 

nin* r4 billet vreetlBielaBlt In the llouto ... 

nirtita looVluc oRer the nttlr ... 

Do, tin. ntr.\rcl ... .. 

n>, tmplfocjln the Fort non*eI)!»l*n«e 
Oil .«• *** ... ».* ... 

CoenamitOII ... ... .•• ... 

I'cnflnsJliOSBBn and Chnreh >r»BsoTrr« 
l.lTCrim ter (tie l*icalilcnl's pcrrnnta, oaolc)*, nnd sanlrnetH 
only, tnrmcTly cliuscil tlionsh not nlloni.'tl Ro. (S, tioir 
M, STB } dllTeienca ... 
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It any of tlio alxive articles nrc improperly cluirgcd, a.s somo ndlhmit 
nny explanation are lumped in the accounts before ns, those yon will 
deduct and mention them particularly. In fiitnro wo agree tliat the 
sum of one hundred rupees a year he charged for sorvants’ liveries ami- 
no more. 

In reply on the Sth April 1758 the Bombay Government write to 
the Court ; Tlic President bcM leave to tell your Honours how much 
he is concomod to find InmsolE so particularly censured for what he 
hopes you -will not think hm so greatly blamcahlc in when he informs 
you _oE some particulars which ho desires to sot in a triio light. The 
President’s present emoluments arc so for short o£ what yonr Honours 
imagine that, hy his endeavours to raise Bombay and to bring the 
trade from Surat, that once noble perquisite of consulage is now sunk 
tinder Bs, 7000 a year, and the mint is reduced to less tluiu Rs,3000. 
Ilis alloiTOuco for the three Eostivnls is no more than Be. 600 instead 
of Bs. 2400 as your Honours suppose. Still whatever you please to' 
order will ho a law with him. He really titought his predecessor liad 
been an example oE frugality which liad so much recommended liis 
prcdccessoi' to your savory iiiat it made him dclonnino to keep ns near 
his predecessor's stan^ as possible. But 3 'our late laud-paymaster 
•was not only a weak but an indolent man who permitted his purvoos 
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to Jump many things to save tlicnisclrcs trouble and very probably 
to hide impositions. In fulurc nothing more shall be eharged on tlic 
President's accoAvnt than what has been always wistomaiy. Since the 
amval of the ships your President Inas been too fully employed to make 
a thorough seratiny into those accounts. This will be done after the 
ships’ departure. At the same time 3'oui‘ Honours will permit him to 
make a few remarks, namelj’^ tliat the elephant is c.allcd, but very 
impropcrlj' the President's, for ho is j'our Honours' property and 
the greatest honour tho Oompan}' liad ever conferred on them at 
this island. And is what could not be refused nor can we W’ell 
destroy it as its dcstmotion would be deemed very seandalous. If 
3’our Honours think proper that the Governor shall not have any 
servants in lively, he will Lay them .aside in future, for Rs. 100, 3'our 
Honours must well know, wdll not clothe two servants on Bomba3'. 
His last remark is that provisions are allowed b3' cvcr3’ hod3' to be full 
three times the price they were when Mr. Law was hero (17:1U- 17*12), 
which he hopes 3'ournononrs will take into consideration, as 3*011 likewise 
will the apiioiiiting a successor to the Prcsidenc3' his age and inlirmitics 
requiring a recess from business. He relics on 3'mir Honours’ wonted 
goodness to excuse him if ho lias said an3'tlung in these paragraphs 
regarding himself which ho ought not.* 

As regards the censure passed upon them tlic Boml>a3* Government 
continue : Wo are concerned that 3*our Honours should h.avo nn3’ cause to 
censure the conduct of tho Committee of accounts appointed b3* us who 
desire to assure 3'ou that they will endeavour to the utmost of their 
abilities to answer the intention of their institution as well as those at 
3'our other two Prc.sideiicies. Had they thought what 3’our Honours 
call irregularities and excesses reall3'’ such tliC}* would have certainly 
remarked them to us hoforo such accounts had passed.- Many dif- 
ferent expenses luivc been lumped under tho head of stable charges, 

, but, as 3*our Honours order they sliall stand at Rs. 8(100 a 5’car, it 
shall bo a standing rale not to exceed that sum.® 

In reply, in a letter dated the 26tli April 1759, the Court mrilc: 
Our Pre.rident seems to think wc have Ixion too sovero, although 
wo have trc.alcd him uath tlio utmost tenderness- Ilis predecessor 
urns certainly an economist in every instance bnt his domestic 
department. There, as we have alread3' told you, wc had great reason 
S to complain. But if Mr. Bourohier had looked back to Mr. Law's 
Government, he would have found tliat not a single article of Uio 
cxcccdings over existed, u'hilst he held the chair. Yet so careful were 
wc of suffering any cliargc not allowed, that you null find this very 
gentleman at Bombay repaid nearly four hundred rupees for table 
1 iuen which he was sensible should not Iiave been oiir expense. There- 
fore wliatever shall appear on examination to be bG3'ond the allowances 
to onr Presidents, such amount wo order and direct shall he repaid 
into our treasury. We did not know that tho elephant was our 
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' property, nor it nowhere appears tlmf yon ropreronted this to *us, an 
information we shall always expect whenever we are loaded •with such 
expensive and nnncccsKiTy parade. We direct that you talcc the first 
opportunity of casing ns of this burthen. As out President has signi- 
fied his desire to be relieved, we sliall in the following part of tliis 
letter give the necessary directions for settling the Government of the 
Presidency accordingly. The established stipends and allowances 
respecting our President and all others arc known to you and from the 
yoaxe 1739 to 1742 we had no cause to complain. • The stable charges 
is nn article you aro not to meddle with. We liavc settled tliat our- 
selves and if the annual sum should exceed Bn. 8000, the difference 
shall he paid bj' our President. And now for the Inst lime we call 
upon our Committee of accounts to do their duty. If they neglect 
to rectify abuses they sliall feel the weight of otir resentment.^ ^ No 
branch is to escape their inspection. We require their pai-ficnlnr 
attention to our several paj-mosters’ accounts and the immenso charges i 
for fortifications.^ * 

Tlio Court continue : It was not our intention to remove Sir. Bourchicr 
ns his conduct in general was to our satisfaction. Bnt as it is his 
inclination and desire to quit thcclinir, we shall noiv proceed to regulate 
and fix your establishment. We according!}' direct and appoint Charles 
Crommelin Ksqr. to be President and Governor of our island of Bombay, ' 
and that ho take the chair on the lost day of February 1760 or sooner 
if Ooveraor Bourchicr sliall choose to resign. And in ease of the death 
or absence of Mr. Crommelin, we appoint Thomas Hodges Esquire to 
ho Governor of Bombay. And on the death or nbscnco of Mr. Ilodgcs 
it is our pleasure tliat those of Council next below' Mr. Hodges succeed 
to the government in turn as wo shall rank them.^ All those of Council 
standing above Mr. Hodges aro barred from tho succession. Wo do 
hereby appoint tlie follow'ing persons to be our Govemor and Couacii 
for tho management of our affairs under your Presidency : Charles 
Crommolin Esqr. President and Governor, to t.ako the chair on tlie lost ' 
day of February 1760, or sooner if Mr. Bourchicr should resign. George 
Scott 2nd of Council, to rise no biglior, Thomas Byfcld 3rd, Thomas 
Hodges 4tb (to succeed as President and Governor in case of tho death 
or absence of Mr. Crommelin), Alexander Douglas otli, Brabazon Ellis 
6lh, William Hornby 7th, Wilham Andrew Price 8th, John Siwiiccr 
9th, Samuel Hough lOtb, Thomas Whitohill 11th, Charles Watore ISth. 
A commission agreeable to this appointment is sent in the packet by the ’ i 
ship Hareourt.^ 

In the matter of the elephant, on tho 27th February 1760, Bombay 
replies: We are glad to acquaint your Honours that a very fait 
opportunity presented for casing you of the diargc incurred hy‘'the 
elephant given your Honours by NAna (Bfildii Pcshw'a, 1740 - 1761), 
namely by sending it to Pliants Ehdn at Huiut os a mark of your 
favoui^ and in conadcration of bis services and assistance in procuring 
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the PJiirmaii for tlic Castle and Tanka. To Pliai-ds Khan's great 
disappointment the elephant unlncldly died on the road. We intend 
to consider Phavds Khdn's services in some other ns frugal a manner as we 
can and Iiavc ordered your servants to support Ins full antliority as Naib.^ 

Regarding the Court’s complaint of bad handwriting, on the 8 th 
April 17.58 Bombay writes : We are sensible that yonr Honours 
have had sudicient reason to complain of the. Consultations being often 
■ill transcribed. Our Secretary represents that Mr. William Hughes, 
Writer, copied the set transmitted two 3 'cavs ago and apprehends 
Hr. Hughes is chiefly meant as at that time the Secretary was under 
the necessity of complaining of his negligence to the President. Wo 
have reprimanded Mr. Hughes in such a manner as we hope may have 
-the effect on tlic other ossistauts to prevent any more complaints." 

On the 12th May 1758 the Court write to Bombay: It gives ns 
much satisfaction to sec your Consultations and some other particulars 
so much fail'd', and in all respects better copied than usual. We And 
they are done by John Torlesse, one of our writers, who is to be 
acquainted with this notice we liave taken. We recommend it to 3 ’ou 
to encourage as much as possible all our 3 'oang servants to improve 
themselves in their writing business that they may transcribe whatever 
they arc set about in as fair and legible a manner as the said 
Consultations.^ 

In tlio same letter, 12th hlay 1768, the Court write to Bomba}' : 
We have received by the Forijield a copy of 5 'our book of Standing 
Orders. We are sorry to observe it is extremely defective especially for 
these ten or twelve 3 'ears past, in wliich period there appears very little 
' collected from our general Icttei's. As we suppose 3 ’^ou have no other 
.book of Standing Orders, 3 '’ou must remain in ignorance of many material 
orders and rules of conduct very necessary for your informa'tion. We 
tbemfore insist upon 3 'oai' malring a more satisfactory and complete 
collection as soon as possible. When it is liniBhcd, 3 'on are to send us 
a copy tbat we may judge in what manner it is executed.* 

On the 27tii May i759 the Bombay Government writes to the 
• Court ; A complete collection of the Standing Orders shall be made, 
and a copy transmitted to year Honours next season,® 

In a letter of the 25th April 3759 the Court write: Wc must 
mmind you of onr former orders that, when any of our covenant 
servants attain the age of twenty-one years, they are to cxcculc fresh 
covenants. The fresh covenants are to be returned to ns properly 
witnessed. For this purpose wc have already sent and shall continue 
to supply 3 ’’ou with blank covenants. As this is' a standing* and 
invariable rule wc sliall expect yo\i will from time to 'time take care 
that it is strictly complied with. "'WTicn a writer advances to the 
station of a Factor, wc ai'C also to remind yon an additional security is 
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required to be given for tlie &.ithful c^isebarge of his duty. ^ Further 
scenrity is also to be g^ven as he advai*®®® station, of wliich every 
servant mast be apprized from time W time that he may write to hn 
friends in England to give such secittity accordingly. All this is a 
standing mlo.^ 

On the 27tb Marcli 1759, Bombay wwtes to tlio Court: The three 
writers your Honours sent us out tlii® season have Ixicn stationed in 
the Secretary's and accomptant's offices where they were nincli wanted. 
And as all the subordinates except Surat are likewise in want of 
assistants and we imagine there will jiow^be occasion for more at that | 
factory, we hope your Honours will ftirnisli us with a suitable uunihcr y 
by the next ships agreeable to our repP^f®^ requests.® 

On the subject of salutes, on the 27l'b March 17.59, Bombay write: 
Onr firing of the morning and evening ceased from the receipt of ' 
your Honoui's’ orders of the 5th J’lly lasfc_(1757). We have to 
acquaint yon on this occasion that sind® bc^nning of the year 1758, 
we have made a material saving by returning all salutes from a \ 
battery of small guns mode pui'pos^y between the Bandar and the j 
Fott^ ttiabead of nsmg the lar^o (gans tiie Flag Stau Bastion^ as was | 
practised for many years before.® ' 

The same letter of the 27th March 1769 continues : Your Honours 
were by the last j'eaiys ships acquainted with tlie steps ivc bad taken to 
render the assistants more careful in their business and we 

are glad that the Consultations and other particulars copied by 
Mr. John Torlesse have proved so rtiod* to _ your satisihetion. ,Tbel. 
encomium your Honours have bestowed o^ him has heeu transmitted I 
to the subordinates as well as ■ made known to bimEclf and all our I 
assistants here that they may be enoouraged to acquit themselves 
properly of tlieir duty. Anindispositioii has in some measure prevented 
Mr. Torlesse from bringing up the set of Consultations allotted to him 
to be forwarded your Honours, but we hope those now transmitted will 
ptjove agfi-eeable.'* 

On tlie 28tli February 1760, about Jl a..m. the President attended by 
all the Council, except ,Mr. Waters (who was indisposed) came from 
the Honourable Company's New Hoi’se (lately [1757] bought from 
Mr. Spencer, now the Old Secretariah) to the Marine House in the 
present Dockyard. At the Marine House the President was received 
by the rest of the covenant servants atid other principal inhabitants and '. 
delivered the keys of the garrison tO his successor Mr. Crommelin, , 
the King’s artillery and Company’s infantry and artillery being drawn 
up on one side of the Green and sppoys on the other. From the 
Marine House the President proceeded te Vice-Admiral Pocook’s barge, 
the (^’enadior company being drawn up next the water side. On 
entering the barge the President was saluted from the fort with 19 
guns and alSo on passing His Majesty's ship Elizabeth, to which the 
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Admiral sliiftcd his flag on this occasion as the Yarmouth had not got 
her guns on board, he was saluted with 17 guns, also ndth three 
cheers from the rest of the squadron and other ships and vessels in the 
road and with 19 guns on embarking on the Clinton} 

Three daj’s later, 3rd March 1760, His Majesty's detachment 
of artillery and the Honoumble Company’s infentiy and sepoys being 
'this morning drawn up on the Green, and the Honourable the President 
and Council (except Mr. Waters indisposed) being present and attended 
by the Eui'ox}can and native inhabitants, the Board's commission 
inceived from the Honourable the Court of Direetors by the Harcourt 
was published by the Secretary mounted on honseback. After this 
a Toj'al salute was fired from the Fort, and three volleys from the troops 
accompanied with three huzzas." 

On the following day, 4th March 1760, the Honourable Charles 
Crommelin Esq. takes his seat at the Soard as the President, the oath 
of fidelity to the Honourable Company being prenously administered 
to him. Mr. Thomas Byfeld, w'ho takes his seat as Second in 
Council, is directed to receive from the President the charge of the 
Accomptant's ofiice, and Mr. John Spencer of the office of Bombay 
Custom Master. Lasts of the books papers and other articles belonging 
to which offices are ordered to be taken and laid before the Board.^ 

In a letter dated the 25th April 1760 tlie Court write ; Except 
those that may he w’anted by our President, whom we indulge to the 
extent of his predecessors, we positively direct that it be a standing 
rule without deviation to distribute the writers to the Secretary's and 
accomptant's offices, and subordinates. That no writer be appointed a 
Deputy to any depaitmcnt upon the island or as a fixed or an 
occasional Besideut, when there are senior servants equally capable 
and unexceptionable. But we do not debar from promotion those 
writers who at Camhaj’’ Basra and other out-settlements acquire by 
their experience a proper knowledge for a succession. All Deputies or 
assistants to the Land, Military, Maaine, Customs, and the rest, shall 
be elected in Council. In such cases the heads of those offices are allowed 
to nominate, but the list of servants is to be laid before you. And if 
the person so recommended by his standing and abilities has an 
unexceptionable right to such favour, you are to confirm him. But if 
tJie ma 3 ority disapprove, he is to be set aside and you are to appoint 
another.* 

In a letter of the 2Sth April 1760, the Court of Directors wiite : 
All chiefships and residencies, fixed or occasional, are to have our 
■ President's nomination, but to be determined by a majority. If the 
President’s nomination be rejected, the most deserving persons in your 
judgment must be elected. If it happens that any of the members 
shall deem an apjjomtment partial and detrimental to om* interest, his 
inasons are to be assigned Avith mqdcsly and decency for om' obseivation. 
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ITo pcrcon in Council fIuiU hold more Hum one post, if there arc HCnior 
sen'anls unoxccptionnhlc and aapablo to hold them. \Vc now fix the 
several branches for those' of Council, as inrariahle: The Bomby 
custom master, Avarclioueekccpcr, marine and land paj-maeter, dollcctor 
of vents and revenues. Chief of Mnhim, militar}' pajmsstor, aai 
militaty storekeeper, \nicncvcr there arc more upon the spot, the 
gcnciuT storckcoper is to be added. Our Cliiofships at Surat TcUichony 
and Anjongo are to be alwnj's filled by the Council, AVe do not 
confine the posts to ranks. It is left to your prudence to dispose as 
persons nuiy appear best qualified. The oilico of accomptant is to be 
no longer annexed to the Second in Council for rca-sons that will be 
given under this head. 'We need not tell you tlmt our President for 
Sie lime Ixsing is always treasurer.' 

In 1760 the Court again draw attention to the President's cash. In 
ft letter dated 25th April 1700 the Court write : Some years past, 
from a loss that liappcncd in our treasury, we ordered 'that only 
lis. 1,00,000 should be kept out from the inner treasury to be under 
the direction of our Prcsidcut, and that the rest of our specie should be 
kept by the three treasurers, cacb to have a key. Of late vro observe 
tins sum is brought into account and called the President's cash, and 
from a view of many montlis, it appears that the issues are so managed 
as seldom to leave less tliau Ks, 00,000 at any period. As this leads 
us to draw unfavourable conclusions wo order that in future the 
Bs. 1,00,000 allowed to bo kept out of the supplies of the current 
Eorvico bo thus rectified: All requests for mpney from the several pay- 
masters sball be made is writing to the Frcsideirt and uudereignea by 
him to the other two treasurers. They arc to pay the same and make 
the entry. The receipts are to be through the sub-treasurer, but inspect- 
ed by one of tlie treasurers every 48 hours alternately. ^ To render this 
duty the more easy we appoint the next of Council in standing as 
fourth treasurer for tliis part only, and the monthly account to be 
signed by the four treasurers. No money shall be carried into or 
brought out of the inner treasury, but in the presence of two of the 
treasurers together with the deputy, who are to certify such receipt or 
issue.® 

At a Consultation of the 19 th January 1761 the Board records: 
Directed that our Honourable Masters' commands relative to the office 
of Accountant and his deputy be carried into c.xccutionby Mr. Benjamin, 
Jervis, the present deputy succeeding thereto as also to tiiat of clerk of 
the market, and Mr. Bichnid Church now first assistant to the 
Accountant to be his deputy and assistant to the managers of the Bank,' 
Also that agreeable to the 117th paragraph Mr. Byfeld continue ware- 
housekeeper, Mr. Hornby Land Pay Master and to receive charge of the 
office of General StOTckeoper, Mr. Spencer to remain Marine Pay Master,’ 
Mr. Waters to re Military Storekeeper, Mr. Wrench Mdhim Custom 
Master, Mr. Holford to continue Bombay Custom Master, and Mr. Court 
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Collector of tlie Revemies and Military Pay Master. 'By tliis disposition, 
it may to observed, Messrs. Hornby and Conrt -will cacb hold tvro places. 
This proceeds from there being; no senior servants on the island without 
posts. TTc must conclude from the tenour of our Honourable Masters' 
commands, and particularly from their not annexing the olRcc of new 
Fortification Pay Master to a Member of the Board, that they judged 
it would cease. But as from the present state of our works we imagine 
the post of paymaster cannot cease for some time, Mr. Charles "Whitehill 
is appointed thereto, Mr.' Bawson Hart Boddam to be Bock and Pier 
Pay Master, and jMx*. George Horton recommended to the Majm^’s Court 
to succeed te tlic post of Accountant General. It is agreed that all the 
foregoing appointments shall take place from the first of next month.^ 

On the 27th February 1760 the Bombay Government write to tbo 
Court : Agreeable to your commands such of j'our sen'ants as havo 
attained the age of twenty-one years since their coming abroad have 
executed fresh covenants which are transmitted in the packet and your 
servants in general have liccn ordered to write their friends in England 
to give 3 'onr Honours additional security agreeable to their advanced 
stations.- 

In the following j'cars the increase in Bombay- revenues was s\v.amped 
by the outlay on fortifications duo to the anticipated French attack on 
Bombay. Jn their letter of the 31st December 1760 the Court write; 
So much of our money has already been laid out in the fortifications 
and works at Bombay, and the expenses on tliis account arc going on 
at so heavy a rate, tliat wo cannot avoid taking notice hy this early 
conveyance of our uneasiness. In our next general letter we skill give 
you our sentiments and directions on this head. In the meantime we 
would have yon run us to no further expense than shall evidently 
appear to be absolutely ncccssaiy.® 

• The Diary of the 20th July 1761 records ; Bcsolvcd that his most 
Gmeions Majesty George III. he proclaimed tomorrow moniing till 
when the troops cannot be assembled nor the other necessary ceremonies 
prepared and all the European and native inhabitants must be ordered 
to attend accordingly.* On the next day, Tuesday the 2l6t July 1761, 
the Secretary mounted on horseback proclaimed His Majesty George III. 
of Great Britain France and Ireland King Defender of the Faith 
in presence of the President and Coundl, the Admiral and Qommanders 
of His Majesty’s ships, the Commodore and Commanders of our 
Honourable blasters' cruizers' now in port, tbo Mayor and Aldermen, 
and all tbe European and native inhabitonts, tbe King's and Company's 
troops being drawn up fired three volleys, as did the fort and shii>s in 
the road twenty-one guns, and all the guns round the ramparts wore 
discharged and every possible mark of zeal and fidelity sliown on this 
important occasion. ‘NMiei eas it has pleased Almighty God to call to his 
divine mercy our late most gracious sovereign lord George II. of over 
blessed memory, the imperial crown of Great Britain France and Ireland, 
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as also the supreme dominion and sovereign right oE the Castle and island , 
of Bombay and all other his late Majesty's dominions on the coasts .oE ' 
India Fei'sia and Arabia, are solely and rightfully come to the high < 
and mighty Prince George Prince of Wales. We therefore the President 
and Council of and for ml forces and affairs of the United Company' 
of merchants of England trading to the East Indies on the Island 
Bombay ; the Admiral and Commanders of His Majesty’s ships in these 
parts ; the Majors and other officers of His Majesty’s and Company’s 
forces j the Commodore and Commanders of the Compan 3 r's nmnne ; 
the Mayor and Alderman and other principal inhabitants of Bombay 
do now hereby with one full voice and consent of tongue and heart 
publish and proclaim that the high and mighty Prince George Prince 
of Wales is now by the death of our late sovereign of happy memory 
become our only lawful and rightful sovereign lord George HI. by the 
grace of God King of Great Britain Fmnce and Ireland, Defender oE 
the Faith, supreme Lord of the Castle and Island of Bombay and all 
other his late Majesty’s territories and dominions on the coasts of India 
Pemia and Arabia to whom we do acknowledge all faithful and 
constant obedience with all hearty and humble affection beseeching 
God by whom kings and queens do reign, to bless the royal King 
George III. with long and happy years to reign over ns. Given at 
Bombay Castle this 21 st day of June in the year of our Lord 1761. 
God save the King. ’ 

It being late before the Board returned from proclaiming His 
Majesty, owing to the badness of weather preventing the inhabitants 
assembling so soon as ^vas intended, the reperusing of the Honm'able 
Company’s Command is deferred till tomorrow.^ 

In a letter dated the 6th April 17 62 the Court of Directors write : 
On refei^ence to your Consultation of the &th August 1760, we find plans 
drawn out for regulating the Engineer’s, Pay Master’s, and other offices. 
We think they appear very well calculated for the purposes we recom- 
meuded to you. At the same time we observe the Black Overseei* has a 
gi-eat latitude by advances of money and infiuence ovea* the workmen: It 
will require great attention to prevent his making a bad use of this power.® 


A Consultation of the 7th September 1762 records : The peons for' 
the several offices not being procurable at the present monthly pay of 
rupees four, the paymaster is ordered to increase it to five.® 


After 1760 the financial outlook became somewhat less gloomy. 
In a letter of the 16th April 1762 the Court write : It is agreeable to 
find that the revenues of Bombay are increased Rs. 14 267 and the 
charges reduced Rs, 40,968. We are satisfied with your letting the 
arrack farm to the Bhanddris on the terms you mention. To a body so 
useful upon an emergency such encouragement is very proper.'* 

Comti write: In onr letter 
of the 17th of December we sent you the names of the -nine writers 
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whom we have nppoiniucl this season for the serviec of your Presidency. 
They tjike their passage in the several ships agreeable to the list of 
passengers transmitted in the packets. "Wo also transmit to yon as 
nsnal a list of the names of the free merchants, seafaring people, and 
others who have our permission this season to reside in India under otrr 
j)TOtcction.^ 

A Consultation of the 3rd January ITS-t records ; The Marine pa)'- 
mastcr and superintendent representing tliat tlie long services of Lavji 
master builder, and the attention he and his two sons have paid to Ilis 
M.ajest 3 ’'’s squadron ever since it has been in India, os well as to the 
Honourable Oompany^s and all private shipping, renders them triilj' 
desennng of cvoiy encouragement and tlie notice of the Board, it is 
agi-ccd that their standing monthlj'- pay in future bo as follows : Lavji 
Rs. 50, his eldest son Bs. 30, and his j'oungest son Bs. 25.^* 

In a letter dated 13th December 1765 the Court write: TPe are 
well satisfied that the large supply of writers sent you last BC.ason, and 
appointed this j’ear ns before mentioned, will it properly looked after bo 
fully and we apprehend more than sufficient, in addition to the rest of 
the covenant servants upon your establishment, for every seiwicc in the 
Civil Department. IVc shall therefore depend upon your constant care 
and attention in cmploj'ing in the several stations not only the writers 
hvit all other our covenant serv'ants in such a manner that the Company 
maj' have the utmost benefit of their sor%'ieos. If any of them are 
, negligent or in any respect misbehave, j'ou arc to rebuke and admonish 
. them whenever j'ou see necessaiy. If rebuke will make no good 
> impression on them, such unprofitable and useless servants am then to 
he forthwith sent to England.* 

In a letter of the I2th M.arch 1766 the Court write: Agreeable to our 
last orders under date the 25th April 1 759 the Council was to 
consist of twelve members only ; tliat the preceding appointments 
number thirteen is due to your admission of other members during the 
absence of Messrs. Draper and Moore. For the present wo acquiesce 
in thirteen. But wo direct that whenever by death or otlierwise 
the number is reduced to twelve, yon are not to admit any pci*son into 
the Conncil until the number falls short of the total of twelve. Our 
meaning is that in future the Council is to consist of twelve momhere 
only.* 

I In their letter of the I7th May 1766 the Court write: "We have 
reason to believe that many of our servants have received presents or 
gratuities from the country powers in a collusive manner by way of 
exorbitant interest on moneys lent or said to he lent to them by our 
said servants. In order to put a stop to such extortions and exactions, 
for in tliat light we sec them, wo do hereby order and direct that if in 
future any one of our. servants Civil or Militarj’- shall directly or 
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indirectly demand accept or receive from any person or persons vrhat 
^ soever for the loan of any stun or sums of money real or nominal in 
Bombay or in any other pai-t or province of India (excepting only sucL 
moneys as he may from time bo time lend on respondentia) any kind 
of premium gmtuity or advantage whatsoever, over and above ten 
per cent a year interest, sneh servant upon being convicted thereof, 
let his rank or station be what it may, is to be forthwith suspended from 
the Company’s service and sent to England.^ 

In a letter of the 12th March 1766 the Oonrt write : The general 
tenour of the beforementioned orders from the Court were that, except for 
want of an Europe cargo, even the Asia was not to he detained in India, 
In spite of these orders, without considering the circumstances and the* 
proper means of doing it, yon most unfairly laid hold of tho expression 
that she was to he sent to Bengal in any event, well knowing, you had a 
sufficient quantity of pepper on hand upon the coast to have given full 
loadings for Europe,boih for the and .4 sin. Wo cannot ascer- 
tain what loss the Company may sustain by the keeping back such a 
considerable qnanfiiy of pepper at a time when the demand for it hero 
was veiy great, or by Laving it flowing in upon us by the next ships 
probably in such quantity as will very much rednee the price. Be that 
as it may we am very sum considenng all the circumstances that this 
measure will prove very detrimental to the Company's interest. Upon 
the whole we do hereby order and dimet that Charles Crommelin 
Esquire President and Governor of Bombay, for disobeying the 
Company's orders with respect to alteiung the dcstinaldon of tho Talboi's 
voyage and other irregnlarities'in the disposition of their shipping, do 
resign the Government on the 31st day of January 1767. Messrs, 
William Hornby, William Andrew Price, Charles Waters, Samuel 
Court, James Byley, and Bawson Hart Bodd^, Members of the Councdl, 
having concurred with the President in the ohove transactions, 
particularly with respect to the ship Talbot, we do hereby most severely 
reprimand them for their inattention to their duty and to the interest 
of the Company. This lenity of ours in not taking farther notice of 
their conduct, will, we hope, produce a suitable return and a due obedience 
to our orders in future. We do further signify to our President -and 
Council that if at any time you presume to determine upon any of the 
Company's afEairs without meeting at a regpilar Consultation for the 
purpose, to which all the members on tdie spot are to be summoned, 
you will certainly incur our highest displeasure, and we shall resent 
It accordingly. Notwithstanding President Crommelin is directed as 
above to the Government on the 3lst day of January 1767, 
permit his remaining at Bombay in a private cepacity 


, *«*w*iox U.U.CUU biiuiu uis xcsiumiuc uu uuw 

.,11 Chair, and on his embarking for Europe, 
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Mr. Crommelin to resign the Government on the 31st day of January 
1767 and Mr. John Spcnoer being appointed by our letters of the Ist 
of June 17G4 and the 22nd of March 1765 to succeed thereto, ho is 
accordingly on the said 31st day of January 1767 to take ehargo of 
the Government as President and Governor of Bombay. And we hope 
he will by his fidelity, diligence, strict observance of our orders, and 
constant application in the said station render himself worthy of this 
signal mark of our favour. We do hereby order and direct that our 
Council at Bombay do consist of the following persons : John 
Spencer Esquire President and Governor, Mr. Thomas Byfeld 
Second, Mr. Thomas Hodges Third, Mr. William Hornby Fourth, 
Mr. William Andrew Price Fifth, Mr. Thomas Whitelnll Sixth, 
Mr. Charles Waters Seventh, Mr. Peter BIwin Wrench Eighth, 
hL. Samuel. Court Ninth, Mr. Daniel Di-apor Tenth, Mr. James 
Ryley Eleventh, Mr. Henry Moore Twelfth, Mr. Bawson Ilait 
Boddam Thirteenth.^ 

A Consultation of the 27th January 1767 records: About eleven 
o’clock in the forenoon the President, the Honourable Charles 
Crommelin, attended by all the Council then in Bombay, by the rest of 
the covenant servants, and bj' other principal European and native 
inliabitants, went from the Honourable Company’s House to the Marine 
House and delivered the keys of the garrison to his successor Mr. 
Hodges, the infantry artillei'y and sepoys being dmwn up on the Green 
from the President’s House to the Marine House, whence, as no barge or 
other -proper boat rvas available, the President proceeded to the Bandar 
Cutter prepared for his reception, Bie Grenadier Company being drawn 
up next the water side saluted him with three volHes, as the Castle 
likewise did with twenty-one guns on his putting off from shore. He 
was likewise saluted with twenty-one guns and throe cheers by all the 
cruisers, by our Honourable Masters’ ship Osterly, and by most of the 
country ships in the road, and with the same number upon his 
cmbarlang on the Speaker, whither by Mr. Hodges’ order's he was 
accompanied by Messrs. Jervis and S^khousc, two naembers of the 
Board. On returning from the water side to tire Marine House, 
Mr. Hodges was saluted as Governor with twenty-one guns from 
the Castle, and the like number from the cruisers and most other ships 
in the road, also with thre e vollies from the troops.® 

The diary of the Honourable Thomas Hodges runs : The 
Consultation and diary book of Thomas Hodges Esquire, President and 
Governor and the rest of tlie Council, their Proceedings, in the afEairs 
of the United Company of merchants of England trading to the East 
Indies, in the Presidency of Bombay, Surat Persia Mokha and Coast 
of Malabdr, pursuant to the establishment made by the Honourable the 
Comrt of Directors in their commands dated tlie 17th May 1766, and 
afterwards confirmed in those of the 12th of September following per 
JPamo snow from Bushire.® 
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Pemblc is therefore now called in and takes his scat acordingly, the 
usual oaths being previously administered to him.^ 

In a letter of the Gth Api'il 1770 the Court write: As we have 
thought it expedient to make a new arrangement in the state of your 
Couneil and in the Military establishment of your Presidency it is become 
nccessar}' for us to make some variation respecting the fund of current 
Rs. l,33,3o3 which we had assigned out of the territorial revenues of 
Pcngal, as a reward to our principal civil and military servants at 
Bombay. "Wo therefore hereby direct that from the receipt hereof, the 
said sum be divided into one hundred parts or shares and proi^ortioned 
as follows : 

The Governor 20 shares j the Second of Council 6 shares ; the Six of 
Council nest on the establishment of twelve including the Superintend- 
ent of the Marine and exclusive of the Chiefs of Tellichcrry Anjengo 
and Sm'at and the Agent of Basra, three shares each ; Brigadier 
General 'Wedderbum as Commander-in-Chief but not as a Member of 
Council twelve shares ; Colonel Robert Gordon fom’ shares ; Lieutenant- 
Colonels nine shares to he equally divided amongst them ; Majors six 
shares to be divided amongst them in equal proportions. By this appoint- 
ment you will observe tliat neither the Chiefs of Tellicherry Anjengo or 
Surat, nor the Agent at Basra are allowed any share in the distribution 
of this fund. But as the Members of your Council, exceeding this 
establishment of twelve, may consider themselves as prejudiced should 
an immediate reduction take place, we hereby agi-ee and direct that all 
the Members of your present Council, excepting the Chiefs before 
excepted, he allowed three sluircs each. At the same time you are to 
take notice that no vacancy in your present Board of Council is to be 
filled until the number be reduced below twelve civilians, it being our 
intention that, except when Major-General Coote as beforementioned 
pi, nil be on the spot, the Council at your Presidency shall not in future 
exceed thirteen Members including the Commander-in-Chief and the 
Superintendent of Marine." 

In a letter of the 25th April 1771 the Court write : In future, 
unless you sliall thereafter receive express orders from us to the con- 
trary YOU are to observe it as a standing rule that the Second m Council 
is alwiws to be a Member of the Select Committee for greeting military 
operations and conducting treaties and alliances w^th the country 
powers and other political negotiations on your side ot India.® 

At a Consultation of the 19th September 1771 the Board record the 
following letter from Mr. George Skipp Secretmy of the same date: 
Some of the gentlemen whom your Honours have been pleased to 
direct should give punctual attendance as assistants in the Secreta^ s 
office I beg leave to acquaint you, do not observe your ordere but 
much nen-lect their business. I wish not however now to pomt out 
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pnopQ ^jCpo s-irts^B iC.TEjt[tj^ no piBog; oq:^ <)i! ijujas B OABq p^noip 
SaipmiianiOQ oq; ‘suopjoairp jonuoj ii8q:j. oiqcoajSB 'ijBqq. 
uoi;no!jut ajaq^. sb !jt uoEjnani o:j pastia^d iraaq oAuq jfaq:j np.TaqAV 'qs^ 
lijdy qqsp aqq jo spn^omoa ,s.iaqsBj\[ aiqtsmouog .tno pasn.Ta'dap[ : iCiqua 
SuiMonoj aqq srsq jtaqinaqdag qqeg 0 tiq jo uoiqirqiisnoo V 

g'oaDamaAaoDxn qnoqqTiv aicads 
-oqaqg jo noiq^a qsancois aqq asn-iad ppoa’ j ‘ajaqdsoniqB 'ssa[pnop 
B JO Tonipain aqq qSnoiqq 'o.iaqAi. ‘(aanojg inoqsnQ ‘fgg]; ‘qnasajd oqq sj ’ 
qaqq) .Tcpncq aqq qu 8qaaaiq.iBdB s^aqpiM aqq jo jooi qBg aqq no Snipnai 
ni jpSiCm paS[npai j 'eSnraaAO qqSiinootn qqSuq oqq Saijn(j -aqTqaddB 
JO qnBM. B iCq panopcaao qon sb'av aanantqsqB aqq 'ono-^qnaAvq pnB 
naaqxis naaA^qaq iC^B.ianaS oSb SBJoqpAV b pan 'qaopp ano sbm jnoq .lannip 
oqq SB Jaqpntjo lo .laddns .laqqia p.iogB aon pqnoa j osnBoaq ‘^pasop 
jCnp oqq uaqAv paq oq ssopaddns qnaAV naqjo puB 'oqqnq uavo Jiva qo oniAv • 
3[nBip .laAon j mbo-C b cQy Snipaaaxa qon aaqqaSoqp omooni s,.TaqtiA\. 

B '.TaunBin Suuuds qsom aqq m paAq j ‘nutga XpjBS noa j ‘araiq qBqq 
qy ‘ssaipai JCub npqqo oav ptp .ion 'anioq qo qi jo aarqon on qooq jCoqq 
's.ioqoa.iT(i JO q.niOQ” oqq oq ABqraoq jo qpnnoo pun" jonjaAOQ aqq Xq 
papnanioioaax iC[Sno.Tq8 sbav xaqqaq SaTpaaai’d aqq qdnoqqp qnqq 'oAxasqo 
oq iCjxos toe X < saqiiAV saqxo^ *ij\[ noiqBoqddB snqq Sniqanoj, 

5 ‘aaiqon 

oqqnjTiOABj ,8.T8qsBj^ 0jqr.monoix Ano oq qBanBa-t .naqq pnammoaai oq 
paajSn si qt 'snoi6uo.td jo pnpq ^lOAa jo ssauxBap aqq oq qoadsai m q-xassB 
ataquAV aqq" qBqM* jo qqtuq oqq A\0|qB /[tpBai qnq qounBO oav ay : 'aAjasqo 
p.ico'a; oqq .taqqaq OAoqB oqq Saraopisnoa 'xoqjB noiqBqqnsnoo oniBS oqq qy 

i*qt JO ssauqsnC oqq jo noipiAnoa 
s^Tnonoix jnOiC no SaiiCqax qaanbax aAoep oqq ■qqpl tiojC a[qtio.Tq oq 
panoqqoqma o.xojajaqq a.xB o^vV 'qaataaSB-inoaua jo JSniA.iasap XqBnba 
6aApa.mo xapuax oq pa.inoABapna SnxABq jo anopanoa qaaa^ qB a.iB 
OAV saAqas.nio laqqBq oav J^niaas sn oq aSaB.iqs si ‘qsisqns oq ifqa.Tani qqop 
III uiu oq paSqqo ojb sn jo XnBtn ooq opqAV ^(qaaquaS OAiq oq raiq 
ofqvna j|Ln sc oiiioani hb qons iCoCna ijcqs jaaip'o ujoqpqns b qBq^ *pg -sjx 
iCpo oABq sxaqi.TA\ sn go iCqiqB.x’ouoS oqq oqjxiAV 'qquoni b ogq ’aij sqsod 
aqqnop oabij oqAV xnaqq jo ^UBin ^Bn ‘jfqxp OApoDJ qjBqs quoraqsiiqBqsa 
siqq xio xiSisaa bb qcqq p.iBq jC|.iBqtioc}iBd qi xnaap oai qBqq SuiAJoaqo 
dpq qonuBo ‘qaani inaas xnouoH JhojC oq qqaqa sb noispojd 

.iaqq.inj qons sn qnrjS oq pasBoqd aq qqpn noiC SnxqBa.iqna ^qq5an.iBa 
qeooi ssa.ippB siqq xqqiAv .xnonojx xnojC Saiiqnojq jo iCqissaaan ai^ jaqran 
aiojo.xaqq ojb a^\ 'ooibs aqq jo appaas ^CqqSnoioqq aq qnq qonuBa nOi£ 
SB SnianBqna Xixxrp oxb saqnx xiaqq qBqq pnB sauBssaaan puB snoiaiAoid 
JO pap[ AiOAO JO ssauxBop aqq jo jnoaojx xnoyC pniinax oq iCjBssaaan 
qi ^nitp OAV siqq go jooxd xix *oq qoofqns iCjqBpxoABnn puB XquBssaDon o.ib 
aAv sasnadsa ai[q oq oqcnbapB iCpBan qon si iCmonoaa qsaqapiqs aqq qqpv 
paScnBca aaurqqid .xainxoj .ino oq papps xioiqBuop oaxj puB snoianaS 
xraqq qBqq .xnondu xnoiC SnunssB go Xqxoqil oqq oqiJq onitq b qons qn 
op OAV oaaBqonqo .1 jBiqnood qqpv si qi 'Xqreo.i3no2 pjoqsBj^ a[qB.mouojx 
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absent themselves from the ofllce or "o ont. of town imlil after the oflice 
hours, witliout a particular permission from the Secretary, or in his 
absence from the De])uty Secretarj'. (4) On the days on which Councils 
nwy Ixj lield, the Deputy Secretary, or in case of his sickness or 
absence the iirat assistant, shall attend the ofllce until after the Council 
breaks up. And on the afternoon of a Council day, the Deputy and 
two assistants in turn shall attend after the ofllce hours until the Sccrc> 
tary shall come to the oflice, that they may be ready to copy the orders 
of the Hoard and such other papers as shall be wanted, (o) The 
assistants shall attend such other hours as they may be required to do 
b}' the Secretar}', and none of the 3 ’OttOg gentlemen shall live out of 
town, that thej" may be ready to attend the oflice when sent for. (6) 
The assisfauts shall come to the oflice immediately on being sent for, 
and bj’ no means ilLusc a sepoy sent by the Secretary or Deputy to 
call them to theii* dut^'. (7) None of the young gentlemen shall 
absent thcinsolves on account of sickness without the necessity of it 
being ccrtiiicd to the Secretary under the hand of the Surgeon who 
attends them. No hair-dressing sliall bo allowed in the oflice, nor any 
improper beliaviour whatever. (8) The young gentlemen^ sliall punc- 
tually obsei’ve the foi'ogoing rules, under the penalty of being severely 
reprimanded for the lirst oSenco by the President and Council ; to be 
fined one month's diet money and forfeit the allowance if thej' enjoi'ed 
one for the second j and to be busponded fmni the Honourable Com- 
pan\''s service for the third, agreeable to their commands. (9) The 
ilonouniblc Companj''s indulgence of oflice allowance being intended 
as a reward to merit, slndl be given to those uho fcball be found most 
deserving without regard to seniority. In order Hurt the attention of 
each assibtant to bis business may bo more precisely ascertained, the 
Deputy Secretary .«hall on evciy Monday evening deliver a report to 
the Secretary’ signed by himself of business done by each of the assist- 
ants in the office with the number of pages it will miiko from the 
TucsiLiy morning preceding until that time. This report the Secretary 
bliall lay before the Board. (10) In the absence of the Secretary the 
Deputy Secretary, of in caso of his absence the first assistant, sbaU to ,0 
care tliat the foregoing rules arc strictly adhered to, a^ any ^luic 
thevcia sliall be reported to the Secretary. (11) Ibc Deputy Secre- 
tary shall punctually attend the oflice during the hours abovemontioned 
and such other hours as may be required of him and f v 

subicoled to the foregoing rules and regiilations. (12) In ^ 
of the foregoing rules and orders are infringed, or "ot duly 
the Scemtary is hereby positively required to represent V,®' 

the President and Council on the following day. Ordered that the 
rules and regulations above established be hung up in the offiw, 
order that no person belonging thereto may plead ignorance hereot. 

After reading the Secretary's letter the Board 
Iho draft rules and order they be transenbed, signed by the Board, and 
hung up in tlie Secretary's and other pubho oflicos. 

* Pub. Di.^ry 58 of 177li 037 -939. •> of 1750 • 1788, 209 • 270. 
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particulars to the injury of any person, as their failure may proceed 
from a want of proper knowledge of the attendance they ought to give. 
At the time I am desirous that no blame may revert to me from 
their negligence or iuattondance. I therefore humbly beg leave to lay ’ 
tliis address before you, requesting you will he pleased to take the 
business of the Secretary's office into consideration, and tlio attendance 
.it present given to it, and thereupon establish such rules apd orders for 
the guidance of the young gentlemen who assist therein as may to your, 
Honom's appear necessary that they may have the line of their duty 
drawn immediately by your commands.* Rules aud orders were 
established on a similar occasion in the year 17 as ■will appear on refer- 
ence to the diary for that time. Of these rules aud orders the Hon- 
ourable Company expressed their high approbation in their Commands 
dated 13th April 1735, and have often been pleased to direct the 
assistants be kept close to their bnsincss. I beg leave to submit to 
your Honom's' considei'ations whether the regulations I have the honour 
to enclose you, will not answer the end intended, if you think proper to 
give your sanction to them, I further humbly beg leave to acquaint 
you, that ns eight assistants have been removed out of the office within 
these seven months past, those at present allotted aro sot sufficient even 
if the annexed regulations aro ordered to he established. This X also beg 
leave to submit to your consideration as your Honours must be sensible • 
the business of the office is lately greatly increased and a despatch for 
Europe is approaching. I much wish that this matenal branch of the 
Honourable Companps buriness may be conducted to your satisfaction, 
which is the reason that induced me to lay this xopreseutation before 
you. I therefore humbly hope my doing so will meet with your appro- 
bation, which at all times is my earnest desire to obtain. X bavo tiiero- 
fore taken the liberty to enclose a list of the business of the office and 
the assistants in. my opinion necessary to conduct it, as well os the 
cun'ent and despatch business with a list of the assistants at present 
helonging to the office and those witlun these seven months removed 
from it that your Honours may judge of the whole at once.* The 
following are tibe rules : We the President and Council of and for all 
forces and afEairs of the Honourable the United English East India 
Company having thought proper to establish the following rules and 
orders, we hereby require a punctual observance to he paid to them by 
all persons helonging to the Secretary's office from this date, also the 
Accouutan'tis office and all the out- offices ; (1) The assistants shall regu- 
larly attend in ■the office from the hours of eight in the morning to 
twdve at noon, and from three to five in ■the afternoon. Uoiing this 
■time they shall give close attendance to the bnsiuess allotted to them 
and not depart &om tte office without permission. (2) Should any of 
the business of the assistants be done in so careless a manner os not to 
M pernutted to pass by the Secretary, or in his absence by the Uepuly, 
he or thCT shall do the same over again after the established office 
hours and no business shall be done by any of the assistants out of the 
office on any pretence whatever. (3) None of the assistants shall 
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In a letter o£ the lt>t Aiiril 1772, paragmph 55, the Court write : "Wo 
iiud It necessary to make soiiic alteration in respect to the xmvilege 
allowed our civil servants and field officers in India o£ having necessa* 
ries sent them on our ships from England. AVc have thcretore come 
to the resolution that after tliis season no writer shall bo allowed to 
have any wine sent out to him. At the same time he may be indulg- 
ed with a box of necessaries not exceeding in measurement the sixth 
part of a ton. But tliat no wine be allowed to be sent to any persons 
in India except by tlieir relations or attorneys. Such persons should 
produce a fresh order every year empowering them to make such 
retiuest* 

About tliis time the excessive cost of Bombay caused the Directors 
serious anxiety. In a letter of the 12lh April 1775 the Court write : 
The avenige of your e-xtiuoidinary cliarges for some years past has 
beeu about Its. 70,000 a year. We hiive no doubt but they may be 
reduced below a moiety of that sum. Ilowevcr allowing Its. 40,000 
f.ir extra charges and supposing your annual losses to be Ks. 60,000, 
the whole expense of your settlement with due economy will not 
c.xeeed 15 likhs and 50 thousand or at most 10 laklis of rupees. In the 
year 1767-08 after deducting our losses our net gains and revenues 
amounted to upwards of 9 lakhs of ru^. By the last returns the 
total amount of our revemiea appear to ue Rs. 9,41,209. ils we have 
no reason to expect a diminution of those revenues, but hope they 
may bo au^raonted, we cannot but conclude that the annual loss of our 
scttlemcntat Bombay may bo reduced below 7 lakhs of rupees or 87,500 
pounds sterling. How giuit then must our concern be to find Buehloss 
for several years past, amount upon an average to nearly 399,000 
pounds sterling a year.® 

In a letter of the 12th April 1775 the Court write: Having 
taken into our most serious consideration the annrnil loss sustanicd by 
the Company in providing ior the defence of Bombay and m maintain, 
in" its dependencies and subordinates, and having also duly attended 
to^all commercial advautiges derived therefrom and to the importance 
of tluat island as it respects the safety of our other possessions in India 
and the prosperity of our affiurs in general ; and hulling the adyan- 
tao-cs in^eiiuate to the oxpeuso and the loss insupportable, we have 
therefore revived upon a general reform of our civil and mihtary 
cstaWWiraents and lliat every superfluous charge meurred at youi 
Slkncy and subordinates sliall be forthwith rctrenehed. Being 
well assured tliat if our Civil Sci-vauts avo 3 “^>ciously ai-rangcd and 
Inoperly employed, the following number will be fully sufficient for 
traiisacting the Company’s business at Bombay aniifa suborffinatc facto- 
S we are determined to reduce our present es^blishmeut so soon as 
l-mvcnientlv may he to about seventy persons who are to be stationed 

At the Presidency, the Governor and sp 

^Members of Council; one Secretary ; one Deputy Secretai-y and six 
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In ft letter dftted the 23111 April 1771, the Court write; That all 
onr civil and military bcrvaiits and Mirgcons or us.>.i<,taut burgeons, os 
likewibo all free mcrcliants and free mariners now in India, may Lc put 
upon an equality in their covenant cngngcincutb to tlie Company, nith 
those who shall go from England this boas-on, or hereafter, we now send 
you by the ship Shretvsbitrj/ biich a number of covenants os, upon a 
calculate made, we deem suilicicnt to be entered into by the persons 
under the descriptions, who may Ixi cmplo^'cd in, or rcbide at or under, 
our Prebidenoy of Bombay. It is our pofilive order and direction that 
each of tliu above described persons so soon as con\ enient after the 
Shrcfiuabury’a arnval, bo required to sign one of the said covenants 
according to the rank and btation be may be in. Should any person 
icfubo a compliance with this our order, if he is in our service he must 
be dismi6.«cd therefrom and sent home, or, if under our protection, 
buch protection is to be withdrawn and the person so refusing must 
bo scut to England. Tlicsc covenants, after being executed and 
witnessed by tlirco persons, you will forward to ris by the iirbt 
convoyanco after execution. On our receiving tlie same, and tlw 
security being given by two persons here, in the undermentioned sums 
set against the rebjicctivo stations, we shall transmit a countcrjiart 
of each covenant with the Comiiany's scfil ailixed thereto. This 
counterxiart you must duly deliver to the jiiirtics concerned. Hero it 
is needful to observe that you must enjoin c.'icli person to dcsii’c two 
responsible persons in England to enter into tlie above security bonds. 
The Bond for tlie Governor is to bo in £10,001), each Councillor 
4000, each Senior Merdiant 3000, each Junior Mcrcliant 2GU0, e.ich 
Factor 1000, each Writer 500, each Surgeon or Assistant Surgeon 
1000, each Fi-co Mcrcliant £000, each Free Mariner 500.^ 

In the same letter (paragraph 102} the Court continue : A Persian 
Grammar lately published hero being esteemed a very useful work for 
acquiring a ti'uo knowledge of tliat language, we send you a few copies 
by the ships now under despatch that such of our servants who are 
employed in that study may have all the assistance in our power to 
enable them to obtain an accomplishment 'which will p.iTticuIarly rccom* 
mend them to our notice." 

In a letter dated Ist April 1772, the Court wtIIo; Iu reply to 
the 109th paragraph of your letter dated the 31st (.3rd) December 1770 
respecting the propriety of the Members of tlie Booid attending 
the President at Parol to hold Consultations at such times as lie may 
be confined thereby indisposition, we are of opinion tliat such a measure 
would occasion groat inconvenience in the cxccutiou of public 
business. You are tlieroforc to observe it os a staudiug order that 
in. all cases when the Governor shall be prevented by illness from pre- 
siding at the Council at Bombay, the next Member of the Board is to 
supply Ins place.’ 
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In a letter o£ the 4th January 1777 the Court write : More effec- 
tually to fix the authoiity of our President and Council at Port St. 
George, and to define tlie powers vested in each, we have established 
tire following regulations which we hereby direct to be in like manner 
observed and carried into exeentiou by our President and Council at 
Bombay : (1) In all cases wliatsoever wherein a difference in opinion 
shall arise upon any question proposed in Consultations, the Govei-nor 
and President of our Council and the Members of such Council shall 
be bound concluded and abide by the opinion and decision of the major 
Jim-t of those present. If it shall at any time hapjrcn by the death removal 
or absence of any Members of the said Council that the Governor and 
Council shall be equally divided, then, and in every such case, the 
Governor and President, or in his absence the senior Councillor piesent 
and presiding shall have a casting voice, and his opinion shall be 

decisive. (2) That every question proposed in writing by any 

Membci-s of Council be put by the Governor, qr in his absence by tho 
senior Member of Council acting as President for the time being. 

(3) Tliat every question carried by a majority shall deemed the 

act of the President and Council. (4) That all orders in consequence 
thereof be issued in tho name of the Governor or President and 
Council, although such Governor or Presideut may have dissented from 
the resolution of the Board. (S) That no meeting of Council be 
dissolved or adjourned but by tho consent of tho majority of members 
lircsciit at such meeting. (6) Tliat the President shall call a Council at 
the request of any three or more of the Memliem of the Council signiffed 
in writing to the Secietary. (7) That if at any time the President 
bliall neglect or i-efuse to call a Council at the request of three or more 
members, the Secretary shall summon the Council at the requisition 
of three or more Members of Council made in writing for that purpose, 
(h) That no meeting of tho Members of Council though they may bo a 
majority of the whole Board unless duly summoned as aforesaid shall 
bo deemed a meeting of Council, nor shall any act of such mcmbci's 
not duly assembled become an Act of the Council. (9) That no 
Company's serv'ant or officer, Civil or Military, shall obey .my oidor 
or command of tlie majority of the Members of Council unless such 
order sliall liavo been issued in the name of the President and Council 
and be countersigned by the Secretary.^ 

In a letter dated the 4tli July 1777 the Court write: Tho Act of 
Parliament for establishing certain regulations for the ^ttcr nianage- 
ment of the affairs of the Bast India Comirany as well in India as iu 
Europe must bo strictly adhered to with respect to the servants of tho 
Company not receiving presents. On i)ain of removal from our service 
the Company's servants must bo positively ordered not to lend money to 
any of .the natives concerned in the revenues, to Zamiudilrs, to farmers, 
or to any of the R1 jds or Governors of Towns and Villages.® 
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Asbistunts. Thu poets of Accountant Gunctul^ SUirckccpcr, ^fatinc 
and Military Paynuuiturs, SuiMsriutciidcnt of Utu3Iarino. and Warehouse, 
keeper will, wo apprehend, lx> occupied by Members of the Board. The 
bulMi'dinate oflicero which we deem neceebury aro one Deputy Account- 
ant and four Assistants ; one Custom Master at ^luluiii ; one Store* 
koe|>cr to the new Fortifications; two Asbibtants to the Governor; two 
Absistants to the Marine Paymaster, and one AbsibUmt each to the 
Suporintondent, tho new Fortification Paymaster, the Military Pay- 
inastor, the Worchoubckcepcr, the Custom Muster, the Land PayinasW, 
the General Storekeeper, the Collector, tho Dock and Pier Paymaster, 
the ililitary Storekeeper, and thoCommiltccof Treasury aadof the Powder 
l}oube. Wo observe that the proaciit nmiibcr of our Civil Servants on 
the Bombay cbtablishment is 11 1 ; coiibequently there will Lo upwar^ 
of 40 Supeinumcrarics after making the above arrangement. We 
apprcbcud tluit many of our Civil Servants at Bombay would bo willing 
to remove to Bengal with bomu loss of rank. In order to occommo* 
date such persons and to provide for them in the best manner we arc able, 
we direct that of our said servants above the rank of writers, 25 be 
permitted at their luquest to proceed to Fort William and to rank on 
that cstablislunent os writers of 1773, namely the senior Bombay . 
bcrvnut who shall bo removed as aforesaid shall be stationed next below 
Alattliow Leslie and tho rust immediately afterwards according to { 
seniority. lu December 1767 our Civil Servants at Bombay were 93, 
our AHlitary, ofilcers included, con&istcd of 1639 infantry 322 
artillery and 2002 sepoys. Wo find your civil charges in 1767-68 
wore Its. 4,70,617 and your military uspcnscs liicludiug those of the 
Hospital Bs. 7,45,921, tliat is a total of Its. 12,16,538. 

In the same letter, p.aragi'aph 32, tho Court continue : our 

Chiefs and Councils will be w’itlidrawn from TelUchcrry and Anjengo 
and as our civil and military establishments will be reduced liclow 
those of 1767, wo have aright to expect such rctluctioii in civil and 
military charges as shall bring tlio whole of those articles within the 
sum of ten Idkhs of rupees a year. The Marino charges of your I 
Presidency in 1707-68 were Bs. 3,66,309 and we can by no means 
allow that you ought to exceed that amount.^ 

On this letter after due considemtion tho Board obsorve at a Consul- . 
tation of the 23rd January 1776; The Company’s permission for ^ 
twenty-five of the Civil Servants on tliis establishment being removed to 
Bengal must be mode known to all the service. Such as are desirous 
of proceeding thither on tho terras mentioned in the 22nd paragca])h 
must bo required to gi^^o in their names within the time therein 
specified. We must however remark that at this time only eighty- . 
nine servants aro upon our Civil List instead of one hundred and 
eleven as supposed by the Honouinblc Company, and there is a great 
want of younger servants for the public offices. The Company’s 
indulgence must also be signihed to Messra. Freeman, James, Speucei", 
Bebb, and Chapman." 


' Pub. Dop. Court’s Letters Vo). 1 ) of 1772 - 1777. 215 . •■>••0 "at 
s I’ub. Diary 6» of 1776, 23-24. ' - lo —0, -31. 
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Company’s expense in this article, but to represent to llicra how inade- 
quate and insudicient the present allowance is to procure proper houses 
lor the residence of tlio ftiembers of Council and to recommend this 
jioint to their favourable consideration.* 

The Court did not approve of this representation. In reply to a 
Uoinbay letter of the 30th April 1779 the Court write on the iJith 
January 1783 : We cannot by any means agree to the recommenda- 
tion in 3 'ouc general letter of the 3Uth April 1779 as to an increase of 
lionsc rent to the members of your Council. In the present state of 
the Company’s affairs economy cannot bo too rigidly adhered to. You 
must not tberefure talro any measures to multiply the expenses of an 
establishment wliich is ab'cauy but too borthensome to the Company.^ 

At a Consultation of the 8th July 1778 Mr. Caraao acquaints the 
Hoard that the President has represented to him the pro 2 )riety of liaving 
a Civil Servant appointed to act as interpreter in transacting business 
with the country people and lias recommended Mr. James Sibhald as a 
proper person for that oflice. The Board, knowing the necessity of 
such an appointment and satisfied that Mr. Sibbald is in every rcs^icct 
qualified for it, readily agree. 1 bej'' on this account likewise resolve 
to make liim a monthly allowance of Ss. 890, wliich they tliink but 
adequate to tlio trouble ho must necessarily have in executing his duty 
in this oflice. The Board also remark that as tliey tliink the employ- 
ment of linguists in trausiiotiug business of importauco with the 
country people is very imiiroper an ajiiiointnient of this Idnd is the 
more necessary. They hope that the eucoumgcnieut now shown will 
induce the gentlemen in the service to exert themselves in endeavouring 
to attain a perfect knowledge of the country languages. Tlie allowance 
given to Mr. Sibbald is to commence from the Ctli April last the day 
he was appointed to aet as interpreter to the Committee in their 
conferences with Eughoba.* 

In a letter of the 5tb July 1780 the Court expressed their disajiproval 
of this appointment. They write: 'Ibe appointment of Mr. James 
Sibbald to act as interpreter in transacting business with the country 
people at a salary of lls. 300 a month does not meet with our apjiroba- 
tioii. Our affairs have hitherto been conducted without an oflicer of 
that deuomuiatiou. jNcither will we suffer such iniiovatious. If you 
wish for ovu' o-ood opinion you must be stu&ious lutlior to retrcuch tliaii 
to incrCiise our expenses which are already too burtliensome.* 

Ill a letter of tlio 19th March 1778 the Court of Directors write: 
In forming your estini.i.tes of resources and disbursements wo direct 
that every article of revenue be estimated at the amount actually 
received into your treasury for the preceding year and not at the 
nominal amount stated on your rent roll unless the same has been 
fully realised without loss or abatement. You are nevortlicless to 
• specify the original amount of the rent roll although the whole may not 
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In a letter o£ iho lOih 31urcli 1778 Ibu Comt write: AtBuugal 
and at Foit St. Gcoip^e \vc have e^pciicncud muck couvcniunco by 
luviii^ tliu businchitof the iu\cnuc tiuns.u!tod in. a scxtoiato depart* 
iiicnt. AVc thorefoic diicct that yon Iicncclorth meet bo oCten as bhall 
be ncccbsary as a Board o£ Hovunuc, and ttut your proceedings as such 
bo kept apart Eiom your public aud bccict Consultations. In attending 
to thib legulation you cvill take cbpccial eaie that every btandi 
le venue bo distinctly and fully stated, and paiticularly dcsciilied on 
your (iibt day’s piaeecdiugs together with the customary eb.pQnsc 
attending the collection thereof, and also an explanation of every 
iueumbiance nitii whidi the sevcial aitielus lue charged. E\ety 
Cbtiinato of leceipts and dUbuiecincnts must be cnteied at lengtli on 
your Consultations in thcBevonue Dcpaitineut. A copious index must 
be annexed to your icveiiuo Conbult,\tious aud also to every section or 
bioken bct which may fioin time to time bo foiwaidcd to us befote the 
l)ooks of the ycai'becomidcted. You will likewi''e address us regularly 
fiom tlio Ilevcmio Depaitment, and c.u of idly advise us of alloccuricnccs 
which lupjieu concerning the lovcnucs of the Company under your 
nunagement. As the abo\c regulations will only vary the mode of 
your piocccdings we axipichcnd very little odditioiud tioublc can he 
oceabioned tlicroby. Uowover as an encouragement to your Secretary 
in tliodibcluige oftlus impoitant bianch of his duty, w'o permit you to 
allow him on tliat account a gnituity of lls. COO a year, but you aic 
not to appoint a separate or additional Seerehii'y for tliis Depaitment.*- 
In accoi dance irith these instiiictions from the Court, at a ConsuU 
tation of the 2Sth October 1778, the Boaid older a Bcvoniie Uepait- 
ment to be started. 'Xhc entry runs : As it will take time to frame 
the account which is to he cnteicd on our limt day’s proceedings as a 
Bovenuo Depaitment, icsoUcd that oidcis be given to the Collector 
and the sevcial suboidiii.ite sottlcnicntb to send up coricct statements 
of their icvcnucs and charges of collection and that our piocecdings .is 
a Bevenuo Depaitment be opened on the iiist of January uext.** 

At a Consultation of the Slst October 17 7S the Board record : 
Mr. Ilcury Mooic begs leave to submit to the coubidci-ation of the 
Boaid tlic propriety of lucicasing tlie allowance of house lent to the 
Membois of the Boaid fiom Bs. 80 to Bs. 150 a month, or else tliat 
the lent of the liouscb occupied by tlie several members bo defrayed 
by the Ilonouiable Company. Since October 1777, Colonel Egeiton 
b .18 been allowed the sum of Bs. 150 a month. All tlie other membeis 
icceivc no moie^ tlian Es. 80. This distinction Mr. Moore coiibiders 
impioper and injurious to the dignity and cicdit of every Member of 
the Council especially if long sci vices can lay any claim to indulgence. 
The Boaid mnst be semnblc tliat Bs. 80 a mouth is no way adequate 
to the house rent now paid by every member that is not furuished witli 
a house belonging to the Honourable Company, Mr. Stackhouse- ' 
denies to join in this motion and the question being accoidingly put 
it IS resolved not to take upon ouisclvcs to incieasc the Iloiiourable 


* Rev. Diary 1 of 1779. 1-3. FuD Dep. OotiifbLcttcrb Vol. 10 o£ 1778* 1762,34*30. 

’ Tub. DiMy 71 01 1778, 770. 
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have been so I'caliscd. Yon aro also carefully to di'^tinguisb 3-onr staled 
fixed charges from all extraordinary disbureements which j'ou may 
expect to make in tlie course of the j’car for uliicli j'ou form j'our 
estimates. By observing the above rules j'ou will convey to us a 
general and adequate idea of the ordinary profit and loss of your 
bettlcmcnt and its dependencies, and also to what amount and for what 
masons an excess may be expected in 3'our disbursements.^ 

In a letter of the 27tb May 1779 the Court write : We have 
now thought proper to repeat the Courtis orders respecting persons 
not insident in India before the Ist of Jannaiy 1774 and to extend 
those orders to all onr settlements in "India. We hereby declare it to 
be our firm I'esolution that no British subject shall henceforth reside 
in India, who is not authorised by law or licensed by the Comt of 
Directors. It is our express command that you pay immediate and 
continual obedience to the standing order abovementioned relative to 
persons residing in India without license in tlie same manner as though 
the said order had been speciall}’’ directed to you. In order to preiunt 
abuses or to detect and punish imposition if such shall he or at any 
time lias been practised hy persons obtaining licenses to proceed to 
India, it is our pleasure and we likewise make it a standing order to be 
observed in all time to come that no British subject shall henceforfh 
be permitted to trade to India who shall have proceeded thither on any 
pretence whatever except he shall also have been expressly licensed 
by the Company to trade in India. Nor shall any pci^n so ucensed be 
suffered to trade or remain in India beyond the period limited in his 
license unless his right so to do shall have been prolonged bj'- the, 
authority of the Court of Directors. We direct you forthwith to make 
these our orders as public as possible and to take especial care that they 
he not disobeyed or evaded on any pretence hut immediately and 
faithfullj' carried into execution. We have been informed that 
Thomas Henry Daides who has petitioned the Court of Directors for 
leave to proceed to Bengal to practise as a Barrister in the Supreme 
Court has taken his passage for India without leave granted b^' the 
Court of Directors. It is therefore our order that if the said 
Mr. Davies shall appear at your settlement and fhall not at yout 
requisition produce tiie Company’s authority for residing there that he 
he forthwith required to return home in the manner directed by law 
and if he shall refuse or neglect be compelled so to do.^ 

In a letter of the 5th July 1780 the Court write : In addition to 
what we wrote in onr letter of the 6th April 1770 we now direct that 
no person or persons whatever aheady sent or who may hereafter be 
sent to India in onr service either as a writer cadet or otherwise be 
permitted to resign the same in order to adopt any other mode of 
employment or to engage in any line of business incompatible with 
the said service. We especially direct that no resignation he permitted 
in order to enable any peivon whatever to accept of any office or to be 
admitted to practise as an attorney in the Supreme Court of Judicature. 


ipub. 

»Pub, 
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Wlienever any person or pci-sons shall resigji as aforesaid, lie or Uiey 
must be required and compelled to return to England within the 
time limited by law. Wo will not permit any person whatever to 
remain in India after resignation of our service without having first 
obtained our leave for that purpose.' ‘ ^ 

.On the 15th January 1783 the Court write: We are sorry to 
observe that the indexes to your Consultations are often very incom- 
plete, and, as in order to facilitate a speedy reference to your proceed- 
ings it is' necessary that the indexes should be full and accurate, yon 
must take care in future to remedy the defect complained of therein.® 

On Thursday the 1st January 1784 at 8 a.m. the Honom-able the 
President William Hornby, attended by all the Council on the spot, 
by the Admiral, captains, and all the principal officers belonging to His 
-Majesty’s squadron now laying here, the rest of the covenant servants 
and other principal European and native inhabitants, went from the 
Government House to the Dockyard where he delivered the keys of the 
garrison to his successor Itawson Hart Boddam Esquire. The artillery 
infantry and sepoys being drawn up on the Green from the Govern- 
ment House to the Dockyard saluted him as he passed as did the 
King’s Marines who ' were drawn up in the Marine yard the drums at 
the same time beating the Grenadiers’ March and the crews of the 
King’s ships in dock giving three cheers. Mr. Hornby then embarked 
in the Admiral’s barge attended by several captains of the Navy and 
Messrs, Torlosse and Church and proceeded to His Majesty’s ship 
the present flagship. On his quitting the shore he was saluted with 
21 guns from Hornby’s battery and .on getting on board the Eagle 
with 19 guns from that ship and thr^ cheers from all the other ships 
of the squadron. The Company’s ships and cruizers also saluted him 
and on Icaving'the Eagle about 9 o’clock he was again saluted from that 
ship which was returned from the fort. He proceeded on board the 
Honourable Company’s ship Raymond from^ which ho was lastly 
saluted with 21 guns, Mr. Boddam on returning from the Dockj^ard 
to the Government House was saluted as Governor with 21 guns from 
Hornby’s battery the troops as he passed along also saluted, every 
mark of respect shown to his predecessor being paid him.® 

In a letter" dated the 9th December 1784 the Court write : As we are 
, required within fourteen ^ys after the commencement of every Session 
'£ Parliament to lay before uie two Houses of Parli^ent a perfect list of 
all officers, pay and emoluments in the Civil and Militaiy Establishments 
of the Company in the Bast Indies^ with the salaries or pay and 
employments belonging thereto, we direct tliat lists conformable to the 
above be transmitted to us from our several settlementB.^ 

At a Consultation of the 19th February 1784 the Board requiring 
the attendance of Mr. John Syrae, the Deputy Accountant, are inform- 
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ed tlmt lio is in the country, where being sent for, the President receives 
a note signifying that Mr. Syme would attend lum in the evening as 
ho had there no conveyance to bring him. to town,^ 

The Board after espressing their concern at the little attention 
which some of the younger part of the service Iiave paid to their execu- 
tive duty, and pariicniarly to the Company's oi'ders of 6th March 
1783, resolve that under pain of suspension from the service the follow- 
ing regulations be observed mvariablc in all tbe different Departments 
under this Presidency. That no deputies or assistants of any of the 
offices he permitted to reside without the Town Gates unless by per- 
mission of the Board. That exclusive of the punctual daily attendance 
in the public offices in ordinary hours, the deputies and assistants do 
regularly attend daring the sitting of Council^ and on no account qnit 
till the Council shall break np.^ 


Under date the 11th of April 1785, the Court forward the following 
despatch to Bombay : The Act of Parliament for regulating the 
Company's affairs in India directs tliat we shall take into immediate 
consideration the cstabli^ments in India in order to make every 
possible redaction therein. We are engaged in that business ana 
shall without delay send out out final orders upon it. As the Council 
at Bombay will in future consist of a Governor, Commander-in-Clrie£, 
and two other members, the posts that are now held by Members of 
Council must bo distributed among our senior servants at Bombay. 
We have determined that the salaries to our Governor and Council 
at Bombay shall be as follows; To the Governor Rs. 90,000 a 
wliatover may arise ill future from the mint and consulage being car- 
ried to the Company’s credit, the same to be collected without farther 
expense to the Company than what was incurred by the Governor when 
those emoluments were enjoyed by him. To tho Commandcr-in-Chicf 
as Second in Coimdl Rs, 36,000, to the Third Member of Council 
Rs. 36,000, to the Fourtii Rs. 32,000. In consideration of •■flic pre- 
ceding salaries which are to be in full for commission on the Bengal, 
revenues and aU other emoluments we direct that tho Governor and 
Council be restricted feom engaging in trade. They are however to ho 
allowed a reasonable time to settle UieiF outstanding concerns and wc 
trust tbat twelve months will be sufficient for that purpose. The fore- 
going salary of Rs. 36,000 to the Commander-in- Cliief is tojie in^fnil 
for eveiy idlowanee in time of peace. But when he shall he diveoh^ 
to take the field with the army or be engaged in the actual defence of 
the settlement we permit him to draw a further allowance of Rs. 8000 
a year in lien of hatta table and contingent expenses, and all othen 
emoluments whatever.® o i « . 


In reply totlus despatch, under date the SOth of November 1785, the* 
+ 1 .°^ ^ overmnent wnte to tho Court ; Painful as it is to enter upon' 
the subjects of out poouhai- interests when you have so many more im-| 
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jjortanl aflairs to attend to, 3-et justice to ourselves and our successors 
in tins Rovcnimcnl laj-sus under the necessity oC callinfj j-our attention 
to a circumstance that materially* affects us and vre Hatter ourselves 
u-ill meet with ti favoumblc hearing. We ai-c perfectly Ecnsible that in 
the salaries yon liavc been iileascd to apjwint us, you have as far 
as ciroiirailances would enable j-ou to jnd^e meant to nJapt them to 
our sitmd ions ; but we are truly* concerned to oh=crvc that they arc 
very inadequate to our present stations and we Iiopc that what we 
shall UT7JO oji this occasion will not be deemed either disrespectful 
or improper. ^yhL•n you were idcascd to advance us to our jn-csent 
siluationc, we did not conceive we should be jdaced in a worse condi- 
tion in rc'-pect to hieome than we Iwd enjoyed or liad in prospect 
Itefove our jiromotion. And though we did not look up to the 
salaries of the Govenmr General and Council of Bengal, yet we tlat- 
Imcil ourselves that no dislinclion would be made wtween your 
.••ervants at this Presidency and those at M.adras, as we cannot acknow- 
ledge any fuperiority in them as to zeal and a strict attention to the 
iiitcre.'t *.[ the Honourable Conip.any*. We will here Ix'g leave to point 
o'.it in what r«."-i>ocL we conceive ourselves in a worse situation in 
i’.K‘<nn<; and in piO'i>cct than we were before our promotion. Tho 
I’resi'leiirs income io greatly* curtailed. His former lised allowances 
from the Coniii.uiy were considerably more than half his present salary 
in addition to wliich he had the eonsubgo, the jirivilcgc of trading, and 
s<'\onil other allowed cmylumont.s whldi he has now lo't, although wo 
Invar the coti'-ulagc has been continued to y*onr President at Fort St. 
Cu'orge. 'J’ho Gonenil, although his allowances in garrison are not 
lo«<ctic.l, yet the additional one when be lakes the field is so very* small 
that he would in such cave ho inevitably* exposed to a considerable exjicnso, 
which he must defray from his own prirate fortune. He therefore 
liojvs you will deem him cntillcd to the same F.ilary* and allowances as 
yuti have c*t.aliUslicd for your Commandcr-in-Cliicf at Fort St. George. 
iMc^srs. Sparks and Church in like numner as tho President have not 
<>nly loft ;ill advantages, which, in common witli the other servants of 
the' Company under this Prc.sidcncy*, they might have derived from 
-tnulo, hm Ii:ive no longer in prospect the iiossibility of appointments to 
the ChieMiips of Sur.jt .and Tollichcrry* or any* other mode of improring 
their fori lines than hy their savings from their established salaries. 
Von will, wo are iiersuadod, from this representation judge wlial 
’ \% CIV our feelings when we were tivourcd with your determination in 
rc'-pect to our sakirics. We not only found ourselves limited to 
inatlcfiuatc allowances but with tlie additional raortific-ation of being 
idaecd on an inferior footing to the Members of Government at 
i^fndras wliieli we cannot but consider as a severe h.ardship and a 
-degra'lalion of this Government in the eyes of all your servants in 
India, Though we could rest our c.aviEC on tho priuciple of equality 
with that Government permit us further to observe that the high 
stations we now hold iii y'oiir service oblige us to a certain style of 
living in our diffeivnt ranks as neccs.sarily' occasions such expenses that 
the .«MirplHS of our income will l>c a very iii.adcfjuate saving for near 
‘ tliirlv years' service .and ujiwaids. In full conlidcnco that you will 
see the iiroprioty of what we have staled al>ovc, we hojic you will 
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pleased to reconsider tlic salaries you have appointed *for us and trust 
the lepresenlalion we have made will have its proper weight.^ 

In i-cply on the 23rd March 1787, the Court write : Before we can 
tahe into our consideration the several representations contained in your 
general letter of the 30th November 1785 respecting the suppos’d 
inadequacy of the salaries and allowances to our ciril and inilil.ary 
scrv.ants under yonr Presidency we must first be furnished with j'our 
opinion of the establishments necessary to be kept up at Bombay which 
bj' our letter of the 2l6t September 1785, wo orders you to tranbinit 
to us agrcc.ablj’’ to the Act of Parliament.® 

The letter of the 21st September 1785 to which the Court refer 
was in these terms ; You will recollect that you arc now employed in 
fonniug a standard establishment for conductiim the business of c.ieh 
ofllcc. We aic perfectly aware tliat confidential situations in f;cnt*i,il 
ought to be filled by Bnropcan servants and accordiiigly a projicr supply 
must nlways be kept ui>. At the same time from what we have observofl 
and Ic.irncd upon good information we arc confident that consulcrablo 
b.iving of expense in onr csLablislimonts may be cCccliialcd by employ- 
ing Natives m cojij’ing papem and in other subordinate occninlions, 
and wo direct 3'ou to attend to tins cii’cnmslance reporting to us j'our 
advice what we ought to adopt as our standard cshiblishmeiit.^ 

In tlie same letter the Court continue : Instc.ad of the various sub- 
divisions of departments bj' which the business of our ‘.ettlemont is now 
eonduct«l, it is our order tliat the whole detail should be carried imdur 
the following branches : 

1 The Boaid of Council. | S, A Boaid of Revenue. 

2. A Slilitary Board. 1 4. A Board of Tmtlo. 

Our President and Council will still continue to act in their donbic 
rlc]>artmont of Public and Secret. As the duties lesixjctivcly belonging 
to each seem to Ik: accnratcly' defined in a Minute of the Governor Gcncml 
and Council of the 23nl September 1783, we cncloeo a copy thereof 
for your guidance. The sole difference is that, in the dclinil ion of the 
business of the Public Department, it mentions matters wbicli regard 
eommerco and rinpping, whcicas onr intention is that matters of tliai 
dc-eriplion slmll belong to the Coramcrcwl Department. The Military 
Board will coii'.ist first of the Comm,andcr-in.cbicf, 2nd the Senior 
Officer at the Presidency, 3rd the Senior Officer of Ai tiller}*, 4th the 
Ciiiet Bngincer, 5lh the Adjnlant-Gcnotal, 6tli the Qimrlcr-Masfcr 
General, 7th the Commiesaxy General. It is not our intention by the 
in‘-tUuUon of tliie Boaid to erect any military anlboril}* in j'onr settle- 
ment in an}* dcgioc indcjicndcnt of the superior civil executive 
Govcminont of the country as vested in the Board of Council. Biit we 
arc of opinion that mnrh Ixmcfit will !« derived from Ibis institution 
in llic detail of such business as- is immediately connected with the 
icgiilarity, the economy, and the effective strength of our army. IVo 
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think it necessary to a-Jcl lliat should the Governor sec cause to givo 
his personal attendance at this AliUtary Board, he shall at all times be at 
libcrtj’^ so to do and when he does attend shall j)i'csidc at the Board and 
liavc a casting voice in case oO equality. Por conducting the business 
of the revenues appertaining to s'our Presidency, wo direct that you 
aseoniblo in a separate dopartniout to be st3’lcd the Board of Revenue 
to which shall belong the whole administration, settlement, collection, 
and receipt of oveiy branch of our revenues, togetlicr with the control 
of the sevend ofliccrs concerned therein. But all issues of money 
are to be made bj' wariunts fi-om tlie Boai-d of Council in whom 
this authority is to be oxcluKivcli’' vested. In like manner 3’ou will 
form 3'onrselves into a Board of Trade for conducting the business of 
our shi]ipiug and investment and 3'our whole proceeding will bo trans- 
mitted to us in a scjianitc packet under the head Commercial Depart- 
ment. As we tirko it for gianted 3'on udll instantly c.avry into execu- 
tion the aritingcments for the conduct of our business which wo havc^ 
now onordcred, it onlv remains for us upon this subject to inform 3'ou 
that all our su1)scr|iicnl despatches on iltat supposition will lx: addressed 
to 3'ou in ^'our Public, Secret, Military, Revenue, and Commercial 
Dcpartmonls.* 

In the same despatch the Court continue : Wo have rcgi'ottcd an 
abuse which is now l>ceonic so prevalent and has gone to such an c.xtcnt 
that we must Iw peremptory in taking the most effectual measures to 
jmt an ejid to it. IV0 allude to the praclicc of our servants ha^^ng 
access to and trausniitling home to their iwirato corrospoudonts such 
l»art of our records as liiC3' tliink proper. Our ordore, therefore, are 
th.at no ]>crsou hut the jMomlxsrs of the diilcront Bo.ards shall liavc 
access to their records except the Secretaries of such Boards and those 
entrusted h3' them ; and that no jirivato copies shall bo given thereof 
except to the President of c.aeh Board if he slnll desire it. To these 
pei-sons so cnlnistcd we shall look for rcsponsihilit3'-, and if copies of 
an3' of our papers correspondence or records shall bo discovered in the 
IJo'sscssion of any persons not warranted by the Govcruinent, cithor at 
home or abroad, we shall ccrlainl3' take the most effectual^ measures in 
our ])owcr to discover IJ3' whoso means tlio communication has been 
in.ado and will dismiss from our ser\-ico any person who shall be found 
guilty of di«o1)03'iug thcisc our orders. Another practice of a similar 
nature likewis'o calks for our animadversion. Many of onr servants 
pos.‘^c^si^g oui’ most confidential situations arc ncoustomod to indulge 
thoinsolves without reserve in corresponding b3' their private letters 
upon the public affairs of the Company. As tliis is attended with many 
inconvcnicncGs and is directly contrary to our rc2)C.atcd orders, we 
desire 3'ou will take the most clfectual means to iircvcnt it. If any of 
our .rervanls presume to continue in a practice so contrary to onr wishes 
and orders, wo shall certainly mark disapprobation by the severest 
tokens of onr displeasure.®. 
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AVilh regal’d lo tliis despatch a OonsulLatioii of the 15lh Aiignst 
1786 records : Itoponised sncJi parts o£ the llononrahic Company’s 
commands, dated Slst Sciitcmbcr last, ns relate to the Puhlic Depart- 
ments o£ this Presidency. Resolved that the same be complied vrith 
immediately. The Board o£ Council will comprehend the fol- 
lowing departments, namely the Public, the Secret, and the Political. 
Tiio otlicr Boards will he the Jlilitary Board, the Boaid of Revenue, 
nnd the Board oC Trade. The business of the Public and Secret 
departments will bo carried on in the mode pointed out hj' the Governor 
General and Conncil in their letter of tlie 10th Decemhor 1781 and 
recommended by the Honourable Company except in wliat relates to 
the Hevonuo and Coinnicrclal departments which will 1« conducted 
fccpamtely as directed by the Ilononrablc Coinjuny. Resolved lliat 
these arrangements take place on the 1 si of next month and that the 
suhortlinalo settlcinonts and heads of olUcc-s he advised thereof and 
directed to address us accordingly. Until the general arrangements of 
the ai’ray can ho framed, llio Military Board will consist of the following 
ofliccrs: the Conimjindcr-in-Chior, the Senior Oflicep of Infantry, the 
Senior Ofliccr of Artiller}', and tho Cliicf I'higineer. The jnembers will 
be divcoted to assemble on Friday tbc 1st of Scptcmlicr and the Secretary 
is directed to prc]»are a sot of instructions to bo laid before ns for 
upiH’OTOl, As tho Honourable Company bavc been pleased to direct 
that the whole detail of tho business of this Presidency should lie 
conducted under tlie four branches nbovementioned, it is resolved that 
Iho mode of managing the Marine bo con&ulorcd on a future day.* 

On the 29 111 Augnst tlie Scerclary lays before the Board a sot of 
instructions for tho Military Boanl ordered by the Court of Directors 
ill Ihcir commands of tho 21 bL Septcnilxjr last to be constituted at this 
IVesidonoy. niese Iicing duly considered are njiprovcd and signed, and 
it is ni’rangcd'the said Board will assemble on Frid.ay next the 1st of 
September. Mr. Morris is .appointed Scci-elary to this Board. Notice 
must bo given to tho gonllcmon who compose the Board of Ordnance 
that the said. Board is dissolved in consequence of the ap]>ointmcnt of 
the IMilitary Board. Orders must be sent to tlic Military and Store- 
keeper to furnish the Military Board with sucli p.a 2 Jors and accounts 
ns they may from time to time require relative to their otRccs. The 
appointment of the Military Board must ho signifled to the army in 
general orders.® 

At a Consultation of tlie 31 st August 1786 tho Board lesumo; 
After reading the Court’s ordoi's of the 21st September 1735 the Boartl 
find that the following will be a competent cslablishmcnb for tho 
several departments: At tlie Presidency (1) tho Public Boawl j 
(a) Public Department, Secretary, deputy, and five assistants j (f>) 
Secret and Political Department, Secretary, deputy, and tlirco assist- 
ants. (2J Revenue Board, two assistants. (3) Commercial Board, two 
assistants. (4>) Military Board, Secretary and one assistant. '(5) 
Marino Department, Secretary and one assistant. (6) Accountant’s 
Oflico, Accountant, deputy, and four assistants. (7) Ti’casury and 
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Transfer OITice, assistant lo Iho treasnrers and transfer master, two 
assistants in the tmnsfcr office. (8) The Honourable the rresidenVs 
olhcc, two assistants, ilarino Pajunastcr and one assistant. Bombay 
Custom Jlnstcr and two assistants. Warehouse-keeper and one assist- 
ant. I^nd Paj-maslcr. Military Storekeeper and one assistant 
Marine Storekeeper and one assistant. Military Paymaster and one 
assistant. Mnhim Custom Master. Collector. General Storekeeper. 
New F ortification Paymaster. Assistant to the Powder-honse Com- 
mittee. Mr. James Beck, the jircscnt Secretary in the Secret and 
Political department, will continue in that station, and Mr. James 
ITatley is to act as Sccrct.'iry lo this Board in the Public, Rovenuc, and 
Ooinmcrcial Departments nulh Mr. John Morris and Mr. Alexander 
Rams.'iy as their deputies. As the duties of the public offices must 
employ the whole time of the assistants Ihci-cin, it is now made aregn- 
Inlion that in future no ^ntloman who may be emp]o 3 'eci as an assistant 
in a iiublic office bo appointed to any oul-oiTicc assislantsliip ; and as by 
tbo avinngoincnts this day made llic offices of General Storekeeper, 
Land Paj'inaster, Marino Storekeeper, and Collector are not to have 
assistants, the gentlemen who at iircscnl act as assistants will be disposed 
of in the following manner: Mr. JamesPaton null be in charge of tlioNew 
Fortification p.^}' office, and Mr. Gooigc Parry will be Assistant to the 
Warchoupc-kccpcr in the room of Mr. Charles Watkins who is to continue 
in the Scerelaiy's ofiicc. It appears by the above list that the number 
of civil servants required for this establishment is 8G persons, including 
the Prc.sidciit and Council, and that thenninberof covenant servants at 
]ircsont in tlio sernce is 97. There will therefore bo eleven super- 
nuincravios, and it is observed that the assistants in the Transfer office 
will not be required when the bond debt is liquidated. In forming 
llic arrangements we have been guided by local circumstances and the 
nature of llic sendee on tins side of India, Ixiing of opinion that adopt- 
ing the mode recommended by the Comp.anj’- in its full extent of 
dividing the Ecrv.*mts into four classes would be attended with consider- 
able expense without any .adequate advantage arising therefrom, and as 
1 ho orders given to the Subordinates and also to the heads of offices at 
the I’rcsidcnc}'^ omplo^’cd in the Revenue and Coinincrcial linos wall, wo 
lliiiik, fully answer the intentions of the Company on this subject ; 
Ordered that the heads of offices at the Presidency and Subordinates 
bo directed to send in a list of native assistants in their respective 
offices spccif^'ing their time of scvricc, pay, and emoluments. And also 
to signify to xis whether any can be reduced, as no more will be allowed 
tlian are absohilely ncccssaiy. When these papers are laid before ns 
Ave shall take into furUior consideration that part of the 5tb paragraph 
of the Company's separate letter z-espccliug the employment of native 
assistants.^ 

Referring to this arrangement in a despatch dated the 21st November 
1787 the Ooui’t wi-ito ; We have perased your proceedings relative to the 
arrangomonls of the several dopai'tments and for fixing the number of 
servants for each and approve thereof. You must therefore consider 
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their cslablislimcats as fined and no addition must be Quidc Ibcrclo 
without onr iircvions consent and aiiprobation.* 

About a year before this in a despatch from the Court, dated 8th 
November 1786, the Bombay Government received the following 
requisition for a copy of the Standing Orders : As the book of stand- 
ing ordein relative to yonr Presidency would be lii^hly nscfnl to us in 
saving laborious rcscaitdi into the old records, we direct that a copy of 
the same be transmitted to us if possible by the first ship that returns 
after this advice reaches you. "We formerly wrote for a book of this 
kind which was received. It goes ns far as April 1759 but contains 
only the Standing Orders from home for the reflation of your 
conduct. Wc direct llmt it he continued from that period to the present 
time and that you incorporate therein the several orders and regula- 
tions which our respective Governors and Cotmcils have from time to 
time seen necessary to adopt for the better management of our affaits 
committed to their charge. If the like could bo done prior to the year 
1 769 it would bo useful. But if it would be a work of groat lalxiur 
we would only have selected the orders of our Governors and Councils 
apart in a separate book as far as the year 1759 which %vitb the Iwok 
wo already have would form a complete collection. "Wo would have 
the orders insert^^ under the different bctids in the order tliey occur, 
even although you may have afterwards deemed it necessary to repei! 
them.® 

At a Consultation dated the 18th December 3787 llic Prcsitlont 
the Honourahlo Rawson Hart Boddam acquaints the Boai-d that his 
private and family affairs require his pi"esence in England. He requests 
that the Commander of the General Elliot may be directed to accom- 
modate him mth a passage in a suitable manner.^ 

At 11 A.H. on the 9th January 1788, the Honoumhlc the President 
Rawson Hart Boddam attended by tJic Douncil, the covenanted 
servants, and other principal European and native inhabitants went 
from the Government House to tho Dockyard where ho delivered 
the keys of the garrison to liis successor Andrew Ramsay Esquire. 
The troops being drawn up from the Government House to the 
Dockyard saluted him as he passed, the dinms beating the Grenadiers’ 
March. He then proceeded on board the Company's sliip General 
Elliot attended by Messrs. Caimcgie and Green. On liis quitting the 
shore he was saluted with 21 guns from Hornby's battery and on 
getting on board the Elliot he was complimented with the same 
number from that ship.^ 

At a Consultation of the 10th January 1788 the following letter 
from the late President R, H. Boddam, dated Bombay Harbour 9th 
January ^1788, is recorded ; In consequence of what I bad the honour 
of acquainting the Board on the ISth ultimo of my intentions of pro- 
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^cGeding to Europe on the ship General Elliot, I am now to advise 
jmu of my embarking on board said ship, and that, ag^-eeable to the 
clause laid down in the Aet of Parliament, do now rnsign the Govern- 
ment of Bombay into your hands. ..Yon have my sincerest wish for 
every honour and success to attend you as it will ever afford me the 
highest satis&iction to hear of the prosperity' of the Government of 
Bombay and its inliabitants in general.^ 

Under date the 8th of Apr*il 1 789 tire Court forwarded to Bombay the 
following despatch determining the str'ength and the duties of their 
cirnl establishment ; Havirrg taken into our consideration the directions 
• contained in the Act of Farliamertt of the 24th year of the reign of 
his present Majesty respecting the formation of an establishment of 
civil officer's, places, arrd employments at the several pr*esidencies in 
India; And having likewise considered the letter from your Presidency 
of the 24th Eebruary 1787 referring us to yorrv proceedings of the 
31st August 1786 whor-ein are stated the number of civil servants 
which ar-e deemed necessary to conduct the busiuMS of yorrr Presidency 
and subordinates ; We have come to a resolution pursuant to the 
directions contained in the latter part of the 40th clause of the Act 
beforementioned declaratory of the several offices places and emjrloy- 
ments, as mentioned in the statement® or list herewith enclosed, under 
your Presidency udlh the pay salaries and emoluments annexed which 
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Secretaiy ... 

Deputy ... - 

First Assistant 

Second do 
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Inclucllngf fec9« 
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we deem necessary and adequate to the transacting the Company's 
business under your management and to the support o£ the honour 
and dignity o£ their kingdom in the East Indies so far as respects 
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your Presidency. In apportioning the servants of the different ranks 
to the several of&cos in the enclosed establishment we have in general 
followed the division that obtains at present. Still we do not mean 
to rastrict them preci^ly to those ranks and no other. In case of a 
vacancy of an ofBce directed to he given to a junior merchant should 
there bo none of that rank unemployed a senior merchant may be 
appointed thereto and so of the other ranks and vice versa. This 
must of course be left to your own discretion subject to the limitations 
of the Act of the 26th of his present Majesty as to the disposal of 
.offices to servants of a given sending in the service. In fixing the 
emoluments to the different offices we have been guided by the last 
accounts received from your Presidency, and, though many of the 
offices appear to have no emolument annexed to them, we liave not 
fixed any salary thereto, conceiving this is probably owing to the same 
person filling more than one employment. Should you be of opinion 
that such stations deserve any allowances yon will represent the same 
to us with your reasons for so doing.* 

On the Sth .April 1789 the Court write; As we dail5'^ feel much 
convenience in the despatch of .business by the arrangement we liave made- 
in the conduct of onr correspondence with, yon, we think that arrange' 
ment may be further improved by the addition of a Political Dex^art- 
ment. By Political we mean all correspondence with or relative to other 
jwwers in India, whether Native or European. According therefore to- 
tills and onr former orders each conveyance will bring to ns your 
despatches under five separate heads and in five separate letters, namely 
Public, Political, Military, Revenue, and Commercial, besides what 
may be necessary for j’ou to address to the Secret Committee in terms 
of the Act of Parliament.® 

' Referring to this at their Consultation of the 18th Sexitember 1789- 
the Bombay Government oberve : We trust that our Honourable Masters 
will have noticed that, since receipt of their orders of the 21st November 
1787, the records of this Government liavo been awanged agi'eeably 
to their wish under the heads of Public, Political, Military, and 
Revenue. Although the terms Secret and Political have l»en lutherto 
kept in use, the former word shall in future be discontinued in pursuance 
of their commands before ns.-®^ 

T)irt Consultation continues : Tlie Honourable Company liaviug 
instituted the post of Private Secretary to the Goyernoi'^s office, the 
President nominates Mr. Edward Galley thereto. It is agreed to recom- 
mend to the Company that a monthly salary of Rs. 500 be annexed, as 
also to request that they will assign it to him from 1st November 
1 787 since which period he lias acted as private secretary to Governors 
Boddnm and Ramsay although not under that appellation. The 
President also nominates Messrs. Brorni and Pringle the two assistants 
in his office.'* 
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In a Despatch dated the 21st April 1790 the Court write : VTiti 
rcsjject to the sum allowed Messrs. Caniegie and Green for house rent, 
after the libeinl salary which hy our letter of Aprd 1785 wus estahlishcJ 
for the memhers of your Council and which was declared to be in Ml 
for all emoluments whatever, \vc cannot consent to any allowance bdDg 
made for house rent to any of the members in future. If even^the 
late increase of salary had not been coupled nrith the declaration befoK 
mentioned, tlio giving Rs. 300 a month for house rent to iMcssn, 
Carnegie and Green was dhcctly contrary to tlie order contained is 
the 24th para of our gcncml letter of the 16th (loth) January 178S, 
But as your acquiescence herein ivns expressly subject to our approbatios 
we direct that you call upon those gentlemen to rcfimd what Ibcj 
may have received in consequence of your resolution of the 2nd 
December 1786.^ < 

On the 14th Decemhei’ 1791 the Court write to Bombay: By thi 
aecompan 3 ring Resolutions on the 19tli April and 9th November 1791 
you will see that the sons of native Indians arc not eligible to am 
station in the Company's service cither in Civil Military or Marine or 
for swom officers of the Company's ships emplo 3 ‘ed hetu’ecn Europe 
and India.® _ ‘ ‘ 

On the lOtii April 1793 the Court wrote to Bomba 3 ' ; As 'donbls 
bare been entertained respecting the time when tlie salaries of' Our 
Governor General and Council of Bengal and of the Govemors and 
Councils of other Presidencies shall cease in the cases of their qniuing 
India vrithont resigning the service, wo have resolved and do htjreb}'' 
direct that upon aii}' person in any of those stations quitting ibe 
Presidenc 3 ’’ to which he belongs and afterwards coming to Enroi>e or 
elsewhere westwai-d of the Cape of Good Hope, be it on account of 
health or for any other cause, and whether he shall or shall not have 
formally resioned the service, be shall be considered as having quitted 
and vacated Ids station from the time of his leaving such Presidency 
and lus salar 3 ’^ sliall from theucefoith cease in like manner as if be had 
made a formal resignation of the service. This is not to prevent an 3 ' 
of our Presidencies from giving a reasonable leave of absence to any 
member for recovery of health provided tlie poison who. quits the- 
Presidency on such leave shall return to his station agreeable thereto 
without proceeding to this side the Cape of Good Hope. If he sliall 
come from India to the westward of the Cape his salary shall ecaw 
from the time of his quitting the Presidency to which he belonged. . e 
fur&er direct that no salary be issued from the treasury on lus account 
imtil his return to the Presidency. And if he shall proceed to Europe 
or to the westward of the Cape, no arrears of salary shall be paid to his 
attorneys beyond the day of Ins dej^’ture from the Presidency, -hut 
he is to be considered as having upon such departure actually resigned 
the service. To~tiie^ eaid' that no person may plead ig^norance of 
the foregoing resolution, we, order that each of the Secretaries of our 


• Pnb. Hep. Court’s Letters Vol. 12 of 1787 - 1790, 288. 
-rub. Dep. Court’s Lettcn, Vol, 13 of 1701 -1795, 101. 
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, several Presidencies do forthwith communicate the same in writing to 
3 the present members previous to the taJring upon them their several 
stations, and that, at the first Council in which they shall af terwardis sit, 
t they acknowledge and make a minute upon the proceedings of Council 
; of the receipt of such notice and of their conformity thereto.^ 

On the 9th of May 1797 the Court write to Bombay : Having taken 
‘ into consideration the present allowances to the Members of Council and 
1 tlnnking it proper that they should he increased, ive have resolved that 
3 the following addition he made : 1st memher’spresent salary of Rs. 36,000 
to be increased to Rs. 60,000 ; 2nd member's present salary of Rs. 36,000 
i to Rs. 50,000 ; 3rd member's present salary of Rs. 32,000 to 50,000, and 
: that the same do commence from the receipt of our Public Despatch of 
the 22nd April 1796." 

On the 29th November 1800, the Bombay Government wrote to the 
Court : We doubt not but that your Honourable Court will be fully 
advised by the most noble the Governor Geneinl in Council of the 
college lately instituted at Calcutta for the improvement and education 
principally of the junior branch of the Honomrable Company's servants 
in In^. In pursuance of this plan and of His Lordship's insti-ucfcions, 
all the eighteen civil senrants of "the Bombay establishment who on the 
10th July last had not resided three years in India have been ordered 
round, besides two older servants and three officers of the military list 
who have availed themselves of His Lordship’s expressed intention to 
admit gentlemen to the benefits of the institetion without restriction as 
to their ijeriod of service.® 

' In reply on the 2nd April 1802, the Com-t forwarded to Bombay a 
copy of the Court's orders to the Governor General in Council relative 
to the college founded at Calcutta.* 

The Bombay Uoiirier of Sunday the 18th July 1802 has the 
-following : On the 16 th instant at 6 o’clock in the evening depaited 
this life James Rivett Camac Esq. second member of Council at this 
Presidency. Yesterday evening at the hour of five he was iuteired with 
every honour suited to his rank. At daybreak the garrison fla^ was 
hoisted at ImlLmast and the colours of His Majesty’s ships in the 
harbour with those of the H onourahle Company and others were displayed 
in a similar manner. At three o’clock the hMy was privately removed 
. from his residence at the Breach into the house in town appropriated to 
the second in Council. At a quarter after fom: a party of 500 Europeans 
from the artillery corps and His Majesty’s 80th 86th and Ssth 
• Rcriments assembled, tee whole under tee command of Colonel Bcllasis 
commanding the Honourable Company’s Artillery. The Artillery coips 
formed towards the Apollo Gate from left to right and His Majesty s 
regiments alternately continuing the line in tee same order. At five 
•Pig Majesty's naval and military and the Hononiuhle Company's 
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militsuy civil and marines Fcrv.mts Ihaving also assembled, the proccsioi,, 
commenced as lollows: 'Hio llcv. Arnold Burrows llio senior chnplani,j 
and Doctor Moir the lamily surgeon; the I?cv. Nicholsis Wade tu| 
junior chaplain. TIus pall supported by Sir W. Syer the Jiccorda, ' 
Mr, Cherry 3rd Member of Council, General Nicholson cominandiiif 
the forces, R. Anderson Esq. Superintendent of Uic Marine, Alcsande; 
Adamson Esq., Captain Rainier the senior o dicer of Ills Majesty’s 
ships in the liarbonr. Robert Ilcnriutw' Esq., J. D. Inglis Esq., Ja^ 
Fisher Esq., and Ensign James Hivett Camae, cliicC mourners, followed 
by the gentlemen who liad assembled for the occasion. Tlic jrocessioa 
moved whilst the Innd of Ilis Alajcsty^s 86th Regiment and 
garrison band were playing the dead march and other appropriah 
solemn mtisic wntli accomp.auimcnts towards tlic Govennnent Uouseaad 
thence to llio Apollo Street making a circuit ly the Adjutant General’s 
ofllcc and tlic Dock head-gate jiasscd clo.°c by the main gnard from 
which moving direct for tlic church the line halted at a convenient 
distance and formed a strwit through which the procession proceeded to 
the church. Upon entering it the funeral service was performed 
tlic reverend cliapinins and the body deposited next to Bio siiot wlu'ch Im 
many yearn ago rcccivc<l tliat of his sister, the wife of the late Brigadier 
General John Camae. Three vollics 'from the troops announced the 
conclusiou of this sad and solemn ceremony. Immediately after which 
half-minute guns to the nnmlxir of 43, being tlic age of the deceased, 
commenced tiring. An immense concourso of Natives attended .nad 
accomyianicd the procession who observed tliroughout the utmost 
decorum.^ 

Tlirco months later Bic Courier of the 9th October 1802 has the 
following notice of Sir William Syer ; On Thursday morning the 7tb 
instant departed this life Sir William Syer Knight Recorder ofBotnboy 
after a short though severe illness. Ilis funcnal which took place 
yesterday morning at lialf-past six was at his own desird private and 
attended from the court-house to the church where he was interred 
by the Honourable the Governor and the Mombera of Council J. II. 
Cherry and Thonuis Lechmore Esquires together with Edwnitl Atkins 
Esq. Alayor and tlie Aldenncn of tlic corporation who worn associates^ 
in lus Court. The funeral was accompanied by a party consisting of 
300 rank and file of His Mnjcstj'^s SGth Regiment with their officers 
and 50 rank and file of the artillery the w'holo commanded bj' General 
BellimiB. Half-minute guns to the number of 40 were fired from llm 
saluting battery when the-fnncral party moved from the court house.® 

The Somhay Courier of the X3th August 1811 preserves the follow- 
ing details of the death and funeral of the Governor, the Honourable 
Jonathan Duncan: With sentimente of the deepest regret the Govern- 
ment announces the death at an early hour this morning (11th August 
1811) of the Honourable Jonathan Duncan Esquire, Governor of the 
Presidency of Bombay and of its dopendoncics, ovci* whichhc had presided 
for nearly sixteen years. The Government, desirous of affording every 
public demonstration of respect for the memory of. the deceased, has 
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resolved that his remains be interred in the Church of Bombay at the 
» public expense at four o'clock tomorrow evening, A Committee com- 
posed of F. Warden Esquire Chief Secretary to Government, Colonel 
J. Backliouse Commandant of the Garrison of Bombay, and 
jrW. Kewnham Esquire Secretary to Government, is appoint^ to 
y arrange and to conduct the mournful ceremony. The officers of TTia 
j Majesty’s and the Honourable Company’s Civil Military and Marine 
1 ,' services and the other gentlemen of the settlement are invited to attend 
_ on the occasion at the Government House in town at the hour above 
* mentioned. Under the same impressions it is the wish of the Govem- 
^ ihent that a general mourning be observed for a period of six weeks 
from this date. The flag at the Castle to be hoisted half stafE high at 
^ sunrise tomorrow morning and to continue so until sunset. A similar 
I ceremony to be observed by the shipping in the harbour. Minute guns 
57 in number corresponding with the age of the deceased to be fired 
■ from B[ornb 3 '’s Battery and from the Honomable Company’s shipping 
in the harbour on the fiuieral procession moving from the Government 
House. Similar marks of respect with the solemnities suitable to the 
mouniful occasion are to be paid to the memory of the late Governor at 
all the principal stations and posts dependent upon this Presidency. 

The funeral procession was arranged in the following order : Two 
trumpeters on horseback. A field officer mounted. The Grenadiers 
of His Majesty’s 47th and of the 2nd battalion 1st Native Infantry. 
The Garrison Band. THe Commandant of Artillery, Quarter-Master- 
Gcneral, and Adjutant-General mounted. 

Governor’s Peons. ' 

Chohddrs. The late Governor’s palanquin. Clrobddi'S. 

' Peons. 

Aids-de-Camxi of the deceased mounted. Three mutes. The 
Chaplain. Plumes. Sir J. Mackintosh, J. Elpbinstone Esq., The Rev- 
erend Mr. Canning, The Chief Secretary to Government — The Body — 
The Honourable Mr. Brown, His Excellency Lieutenant-General Aber- 
cromhy. Commissioner of the Navy, Thomas Lechmere Esq. 

Charles Forbes Executor, and James Inverarity Esq. Chief Mourner. 

The Physician and the Private Secretary of the deceased. Three 
mutes. ’I he Mayor and Aldermen, the High Sheriff, the Advocate- 
General and Barristers of the Honourable the Court of Reorder — ^three 
and three. The Master Attendant and Commodore of the Marine. The 
Secretaries to Government and Heads of Departments, the General and 
Garrison Staff and members of the Medical Board — three and three. 
The Military Secretary and Aids-de-Camp to the Commander-in-Chief, 
the officers of His Majesty’s’ and the Honourable Company’s Civil 
Military and Marine services and the other gentlemen of the settlement — 
four and four. The light company of' the 1st battalion 6th Regiment 
Native Infantry. 

To this Notification was added the following : Gentlemen are re- 
quested to alight at the Town Major’s office and to order their carriages 
and palanquins to move off and to remain in the centre of the Green 
during the ceremony. They are likewise requested to attend at the 
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Government House at 3 o’elock to admit of the procession movinroS 
precisely at 4. “ 

The account of the funeml continues : On Tuesday afternoon til i 
4 o’clock, the remains of the late Governor Jonathan Duncan Esqviirt 
were mmoved fi-om the Government House for interment in the C3intct 
at Bombay. The funeral was originally intended to have taken pte 
on the afternoon of Monday, but the weather proving very unfavooi- 
able it was postponed to the following day. The body lay in shte 
during the evening of Monday. The procession began to move wlen 
the clook struck four ; Homby’s Battery and the Honourable Com- 
jany’s ships in the harbour beginning at the same instant to fire mhrate 
guns. It proceeded down the street towards the Apollo gate, turned 
round at the house occupied by Colonel Wilson, and proceraed (o^ratdi i 
the Green which it crossed and entered the Church at the western gate. | 
The funeral service was performed^by the Eeverend 'Mr. Ba}mes and 
the Bfiverend Mr. Canning. The body was deposited in a vault in the 
chancel on the north side of the Communion Table. At the conclusion 
of the ceremony the troops on duty fired three vollies.^ 

At a Consultation of the 11th August 1811 it was ordered thata pro- 
clamation announcing the succession of George Brown Esquhe to the 
office of Governor of this Presidency, he read at the head of the troops 
in the garriEon of Bombay under a salnte of 19 guns and three vollies of 
small arms. Ordered further that the proclamation be also read at the 
head of the troops at all the military stations dependent on this Free!-, 
dency under a salute of 19 guns.® 

At a Consultation of the ISth Ootober 1747 the Board received the 
following letter of the same date from Mr. Byfeld the Collector of 
Land Bevenue : For want of a regular survey of such bouses as arc 
built upon tire Honourable Company’s ground, except by the additional 
houses built, little or no variation in the quit-i'ent has taken place since 
the Company’s first establishment. And as there is great reason 
to apprehend that encroachments have been made, it will, I presume, bo 
necessary to have the same measured that we may be at some certainty 
in respect to this branch of the revenues.® 

With reference to th’s proposed survey a Consultation of the 8th 
January 1748 records : Notwithstanding the exact survey and ad- 
measurement of land within the town walls noticed in Consultations of 
the iSth March 1730 and 11th September 1730, and the consequent 
regulation made in omr Consultation of the 8rd December 1731 for 
ascertaining how much ground every inhabitant within the town 
walls possessed, it yet appears by the letter of the Collector of the 
revenues entered after our Consultation of the 13th October last 
that the collecting of the Honourable Company’s quit-rent on this 
isla^id i& still on great nnoertainty. This uncertainty is due partly to 


> Bombay Courftr ^ of 1811. Pub. Diary 324 of 1811, S339 - 6334. 
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the want of any general survej' without the town and parti}'’ to the 
encroachments those living within the ■walls have made since the above- 
mentioned regulation. It is therefore directed that the clerk of tlie 
Avorks he appointed to set about such a survey out of hand and deliver 
his report thereof to this_ Board. Proper orders wdll then be issued 
concerning this branch of the Honourable Company's revenues.^ 

A Consultation of the 24th May 1748 records : It being observed 
that the inhabitants neglect to register their deeds of sale in the 
Secretary's office, notwithstanding all permissions for the sales of 
estates signed by the Governor conformable to an ancient custom 
hitherto observed expressly require registration. And as this failure 
to conform to rules most probably proceeds from fraudulent motives, 
it is agreed that a publication be prep&red inquiring all persons to 
register their deeds of sale in the 'Secretary’s office within the space of 
ten days from the date of the' said publication. Otherwise the law 
with regard to fraudulent conveyances will be put in execution with 
tlie utmost rigour and severity.® 

A Consultation held a month later (24th June 1748) continnes : The 
publication concerning the registering of all deeds of conve5’’ances in 
tlie Sccretar}’'s office is now read," approved, and ordered to be issued 
out in the usual manner." 

A Consultation of the 20th August 1751 records : There being great 
cause to suspect that many of the inhabitants of the island are 
possessed of lands belonging to the Honourable Company to wh'ch they 
are not i’ostly entitled; directed that the Secretary issue an order to 
the Collector of the rents and revenues to make suitable inquir}'- into 
the merit of such persons' present possession keeping a proper register 
of the same.* 

At a Consultation of the 10th May 1757 -the following letter from 
bhe Collector, dated 10th May 17 57, is recorded : The term bigha is 
made use of to .express a certain space equal to 65i Bombay burgofs. 
According "to the most moderate computation one bigha of the best 
•ice land yields 39 ^'•hards, of the second sort 29, and -of the third 16i. 
This gives a medium of 28 p/zards, half of which or J4 phards should 
jome to the ' Company, The terms settled ivhen the Honourable 
Company took possession of the island were that the Company 
should receive a certain sum annually from the proprietors of oarts in 
general. This sum was .estimated at a quarter of the value of their 
produce at that ' time. As the value is increased to upwards of tliree 
jimes -what it was in those days, the present pension does not amount 
.o more than one-sixteenth of -ttie value of their produce for want of its 
laving been stipulated to receive the Honourable Company's fourtli 
lart thereof in specie, that is in kind, which it is recommended may be 
lone at Fort Victoiia. 

The terms on which ground has -been let -to theinhabitants of Bombay 
'or planting cocoannt trees of late are as follows : For every vacant 
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space proper for a plant, tlic renter pt^ys 53J res for the first ton years 
and forever after 1 qr. 7i res or about one-quarter of the value of 
their produce. No rt^rd is to bo had whether (he spaces are filled 
with trees or not. A space of twenty feet is allowed Ijotwccn each 
plant on the borders of a spot of ground designed to form an oart for 
coconnut tree.s and 23 feet 4- inches between every plant unthin. Accord- 
ing to this rule a btgha of ground being equal to 12,810 hands of 
2U inches each, is capable of containing nlwut 83 cocoannt trees. This 
according to the alwvc rate amounts a year for the first ten years to 
•Its, 11-0-6 ll, and for every year afterw-ards to Bs. 22-l-22i a btghii. 
The terms of letting out all B.nlb batty grounds to cultivate at Bombay 
arc as follows : The best ground paj's res 14 a bnrga, the second 
sort rc8 9, the third sort res G. As 65A burgas is equal to one higha, at 
that rate a higha. of the first sort of ground would yearly produce 
Bs. 2-1-17, of the second sort Bs, 1-1-89 A, and of the third sort 
Es. 0-3-93.1 

Two months later at a Consultation of the 26tli July*’ 1757, on-a 
letter from the Collector dated 20th July 1757, the Board record: 
!Mr. Price says nothing in reply to the manner in which the llonout- 
able Company's tliird of the ])roducc of coco.anut ti'ces was recommend- 
ed to 1x2 received. As it is of consequence that this acknowledgment 
should bo made good to them in specie (kind) or in money according to 
the value of the fruit from one year to nnolhcr, it is strenuously 
recommended tliat one or other of these methods be settled and agreed 
on >vith tlic proprietors to prevent the ev.^ons and disputes which 
may othermso hereafter happen. It is plain how much the Ilonour- 
ahlo Company have already suifered by this point not having been 
properly attended to at tlieir first taking possession of the island. It 
is evident that it was then meant the Company should receive exactly 
one-fourth part of the produce of the proprietors' oarts. But as 
instead of settling tliat onc-fourtli of the produce should be paid them 
in kind, it was agreed the Company should receive for ever a sum at 
tliat timo deemed equivalout to one-fourth part of the produce. As 
was noticed by tlie Collector in liis address of the 10th May, that 
sum docs not now amount to more tlian ouc-sixteenth part of the 
value of tlie produce.® 

The Board continue : 28 phards .and 8 adhoUs of batty is allowed to 
bo tlie medium produce of three different sorts of batty ground at 
Bombay'. The moiety of the Honourable Company is always one-half 
of tho batty the ground produces.* 

Thiuo years later, at a Consultation of tho 15th .Tuly 1760, tlio Board 
record the following letter from tho Collector, dated 15th July 1760 : 
Conformable to an order received from your Secretary I have informed 
myself of the valuation' of Jivanset Padamset's houso n Inch by, an esti- 
mate made by Mr. Hugh Cameron and the vcrcadores on the 30th 
November 1755 appears to be Bs. 2521-1-55. Tlie voioadores luivc 



materials*] 


AND ISLAND. 


419 


also survej'ed the oarts belonging- to tbe said Jivaneet Padamset. 
Unclosed is their original i-eport wnth an estimate amounting to 
Its. 3483- 1-50. Ilis debt to the Honourable Compan}’’ isHs. 5351-3-0. 
But if these oarts are sold the circumstauees of the man arc such thiit 
he Avill have nothing to subsist on. "Whereas if your Honour approve 
of the oarts being farmed out for the most they, can fetch and the 
produce paid the Honoumblo Company, reserving only a small jiart 
for the man's subsistence, it may be the means of recovering his debt 
mtliont distressing the family.^ 

The follou'ing is a calculation made by the vereadores and mJidtdras 
or elders of the oarts Canawady, Pattacawady, Sliaeawady, and 
Sanvorbliot belonging to Jivanset Padamset silversmith, by order of 
Bohert Holford Hsq. Collector :® 


Calculate of Oarle, 1760^ 


No. 

Onrts. 

CocoANCv Tabes. | 

l8t 

Sort. 

2nd 

Sort. 

3rd 

Sort. 

Old. 

B«arlnir. 

To Dear. 

Pefora* 


let Sort. 

2nd 

Port. 

1 

Caitawa*ly 

&G 

2S> 

33 

8 

1 

2 

15 

IG 

4 

Pattacu«ad%' 

27 

0 

IS 

4 


... 


*.• 

3 

6baca^v*Ldv 

a 

5 

19 

5 

3 

11 

0 

3 

4 

Sbani orbViot 

18 

12 

Cl 

2 

•- 


— 

... 


Total ... 

107 

52 

123 

Iff 


IS 

SI 

17 


No. 

Oarts. 

Total. 

Vacant 

Spaces. 

Detnintft 

Trees. 

Bctolnut 

Trees 

jounjr. 

Usual 

A'aluation. 

Full 

Valuation* 

1 

Cannwady 

101 

17 

53 

2 

Its. q. res. 
612 2 43 

llB. q»rcs. 
17>»| o CO 


Patiiicatt i&d.v ... 


9 

. . 


180 1 0 

c.io Z O 

3 

Shucawady ... 

67 

6 


ST. 

131 O O 

402 0 0 

4 

Shaa^orbbot ... ... ... 


4 

8 

... 

170 2 28 

507 O 0 


Total ... 

35tf 

38 

GO 

2 

D07 1 n 

3t83 1 60 


The vereadores' report runs ; In obedience to the order of the Collector 
Ave the A’ereadores and mJidtdrds of Bombay baA’c calculated tbe just 
A»aluc of tbe oarts Cauawady, Patlacawady, Sliaeawady, and Sarn'orbliot, 
belonging to Jivanset Padamset silArei'smith. The above said four 
oarts amount to B.s. 3483-1-50 as by the aboA’’e aecount. We declare 
the said oart Canawady should lie Avurth more than Avhat we value it 
at. But as it is cut doAvn in the middle by tbe .intended _ Avail from 
Dongri, tins is what aa-c judge and the same we report you. You 
may do what 3 ’-on please. 

After reading the aboA'e letter together Avith tlie rojjort from the 
A'ereadores the Board observe : Head a letter from the Collector ac- 
quainting ns with a A'aluation of the bouse vrbich has been pulled dow-n,. 
belonging to Ji\'ansct and enclosing the A'creadorcs' estimate of bis oarts. 
The former amounts to Bs. 2523-1-55 and the latter to Bs. 3483-1-50. 
Ordered that the Collector receive from the new fortification pajunaster 
onc-fom'th of the amount of the house tou’ards discharging Jivanset's 
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d«‘ljt to our irotiournbic iVtaKtcrs eonfoimiWc to a rcgtilatiiin nndcr tbs 
9llv Atipjuft 1757. Also that the Collector inform himself for W I 
much the f-akl (Ktrts will jirolwbly Jet in order lo clear the remainte I 
of h*H debt, aiecrtaininp' liiccwisc what iiia}' ncceswir}* in the mcaa* 
Ihiio to allow Jivanset for In's tjubsistcncc.' 

At a Consultation of tho 28th Oelolier 17CG the Board rend a lettr 
from tho Collector of rents and revenues enclosing a reiwrt to iiim 
by tlio verc.idorc3 and mhdUWiU of .an eneronehment onsome'ofihf 
lionoiirnble Comi)an}'’s ^ound ly- one Jaon de Almeida and dcsiriiig 
our orders thereon. Tlic same Indng now accordingly taken into I 
consideration, wc arc of opinion (hat in order to ]>vcvc«l any ot® j 
priwumiiiff to do the like in fnturo (lie trees blioiild be confiseatcil tj I 
our llunoiimblc IMnstcnt, Agreed that the}' l>o sold at public oulciy I 
for what tliey will fetch and that the trees mentioned in the report as 1 
planted in the ro:ul Ire pulled up.^ 

Of the it'stiU of the sale of the oncro.aohed land a Considt.ation of tk 
18th January 17G7 records; The siwt of ground on' which Jaon do 
Almeida wnshennan made an cncroachincni as repTosented hy tk 
Collcctoi', the 2Sth October last, was, ngrecfible to our Ilcsohition of 
ibat day, put up and sold to Shaikh Ililsam Musa for Its. 50 1 anil 
two months’ credit.* 

At a Consultation of the iDth May 1772 tho Board rccordo 
Bslccniing it very necessary that an accurate survey should be nindc of 
the whole island lliat the situation of tluj farmoil out viUogcs> 
namely Alalalxtr, Sion, Pnrcl, hldtnngn, Dhdr.'n'i, Ntlgnon, Vadma, 
Mfdiitn, and Bamancally, .and of all the Ilononrahlc Compan}'’s carts 
and grounds may be exactly laid down as well as those of all persons 
whatever. Resolved 'that a survey ho accordingly made under the 
direction of the Collector of the revenues whom the acting engineer 
must fiiriiisli with the most skilful persons for doing 

Thi-ce months later at a Consultation of the 1 9th August 1772 tho 
Board ordered Licntcnnnt Turner of (he Artillery, and Mr. Whitman a 
cadet to begin the survey of the island.® 


* Pull. Diary 34 of I7C0. 629. ■ I’ul*. Diary 47 of 176C, 093. 

’ Pull. Diary 48 of 1707, 41. * I’ub. Diary 01 of 1773, 50S. 

* Poll. Diaty GI of 1772, 766. Tlio Collector’s yearly accounts continue to sliow 
charges ii< ciiiincetion 1*1111 this survey till 1780. No record of the icsnlis of tliii 
survey lias licoii traced. In tliclr report of tlie 2ist August 1787 (Bomlmy Town Mnlc- 
rials, 11. 4931 the Coniniittcc of liniklings write s IVe have niiicli reason to imiginc that 
rnanv ifiuiVidimls li«ve cnoroaclicd lioyond llic proper limits of tlieir ground, anil parti- 
viilnrly tuosc iVIioie bouses or compounds extend to lanes and alleys. To detect such 

cilMwen* atfriisisf Mollw X * . «• *1* ~ 


abuses cffcrtnally it will necessary to make a comptctu survey and measuremopt of 
the ivliore.oi tlio pnv^o ptoporly within the town. Sixteen years later, on the IStli 
May «iht '« J*HWn tlireu months after tlie great fire in rebrniry 1803, tho Town 


extant, nninely a sun-cy of the pineo by the late Jlajor Spaeth. The fact that Major 
Spaeth was killed at tlic sic^ of Almicdabad in 1780 (I'ub. Diary 77 of 1780, 616 t r«b. 
.Dep. Lotrers to tfio Court Vol. 211 of 1781-82. S2), makes it probaWc that he Jontinued 
and in part comiWctcd tw suwy 5n 1772, , 
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* A Consultation of the 25th August 1772 records : The Collector lays 
before the Board a calculate of the expenses which null attend taking 
' the survey of the island. This for eighteen montbsj the time supposed 
‘ necessarj' to complete the survey, amounts to B,s. 3912 and includes 
the paj' of one surveyor. At the same time the Collector informs the 
Board that Lieutenant Turner is desirous of undertaking the survey alone. 

'I On this the Board record ; As we are of opinion Lieutenant Turner is a 
■ very fit and proper person for undertaking the survey alone, this is agreed 
i to. Besolved also that the Collector cause such things as are necessary 
i for the survey to be prepared, that the work may be begun as soon as 
t the season will admit. As Lieutenant Tmuer is at present employed 
; in the Laboratory, where his future services ma}’’ be useful, it is 
I resolved that as soon as the survey is completed he shall return to his 
- station therein.^ 

At a Consultation of the 7th March 1775 the Board record the 
. following letter from the Mayor^s Court, dated Bombay Town Hall 
, 6th February 1775 ; The Honourable the Maj-’or^s Court having long 
seen the absolute necessity of taking the conduct of the ver-cadores of 
Bombay and Mahim into their serious consideration as ^Yell from the 
numerous complaints from time to time preferred against them, as from 
tlieir studied dcla3'S in rendering the accounts of their administrations, ' 
at length resolved to appoint a Committee, with full powers to examine 
carefully and strictly into the complaints against and accounts of the 
vereadoros^ which was accordingly done. The Committee having 
delivered rn their report, after mature and deliberate consideration 
of every part of it, the -whole was unanimously approved- In justice 
to so large a body of the people as the Portuguese inhabitants, tire 
Court unanimously resolved to address j'our Honourable Board in tlieir 
Irelialf. And, in the warmest and strongest terms, to recommend their 
peculiar situation to your humane and serious attention that thej'^ may 
be effectually freed from the assumed jurisdiction of the vereadores, and 
the hardships they have so long laboured under from that body^ whose 
power has been so illegally and so unjustly exercised over them for so 
many j’ears. The Court also request j’-onr Honour will recall those 
Ijowers given them by Governor Cowan (1729- 1734) req)ecting 
judicial matters, as the vereadores have, in consequence of the false 
construction of the meaning of the patent, so flagrantlj'- and openly 
.abused them. The i-eport of the Committee, copy of which is now 
enclosed for the notice of your Honourable Board, so fully explains 
the unanimous opinion of this Court on the subject now laid before j'ou 
that it is needless to recapitulate any part of it, or to say any more 
than to suhmit it to j'oar serious attention, and to acquaint your 
Honours. The Begister has orders to wait yoUr commands, should 
j’-ou think any farther information necessary, he having attended the 
Committee tUrorrglr the whole of their pl'oce^ngs.® 

After reading the above letter together with the report of the 
Committee the Board observe : Bead a letter from the Mayor’s Com-t, 
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complaining much o£ tho bad conduct o£ the vcrcadorcs and of tlis 
abuses committed by them, wliicli they represent was proved before a 
committee tlini tliey appointed to examine the same j a copy of '\T]io£c 
reiiort ilioy now enclose with n copj' o£ the patent granted by, 
Government to the vcrcadorcs for their rule o£ condnet. A's wc muJ. 
conchide that this representation of the Mayor's Court is exactly just, 
and as it thereby apjrcars tliat tho vcrcadorcs liavc ahused and greatly 
exceeded the powers tlmt llicy derive from their patent, and that they 
have endeavoured to keep the Portuguese inli.abitants ignorant of.th; 
powers they me invested with, which they seem to have represented to 
the people as much greater than they' really are, wc are of opinion that 
tho same requires reformation. After mature consideration- of tbi 
whole, sundry regulations arc now drawn up and ajiprovcd which are 
to bo mndc kiioavn to tho inhnihtants by proclamation and a copy of the 
patent is to be annexed to the proclamation that the Portuguese may 
no longer be ignorant o£ its contents. The paittculars of the regulation 
are not inserted here, ns it is ordered that tlie proclamation,, aliicb 
contains them, be entered on this diary on the day on which it may 
be issued.^ Accordingly on tho 9tli of March tlio follonnng pro- 
clamation was publislicd and nOixed in the usual places and in the 
• customary languages. Copy vms also sent to tho Mayor’s Court and to 
tlio Chief of Mdhim; By tho Honourable William Hornby Esquiw 
President and Governor in Council of and for all affairs of the Unit(d 
iBnglisb East India Company on tlio Coast of India Persia and Arabm 
and of His Majesty’s Castle and Island of Bombay. Whereas it 
hath been represented to the President and Council aforasaid, by the 
Mayor’s Court of Bombay, that tlic vcrcadorcs of Mdhim and Bombay 
liave been guilty of vciy great abuses in tiieir oihec ; tlrnt they have 
mudi oppressed and injured many of tlic Portuguese families on the 
said island j and tliat in general they have exercised an authority over 
the Portuguese very detrimental to them, and wdiich the said vereadores 
have usurped contrary to tlio true maaning and intention of the patent 
granted by the Honourable Governor Cowan, from which they derive 
their autliority, as that patent has never yet been revoked. Tlicso 
abuses bciug thus made knowm to us, wo esteem it highly hecessaTy 
cffeotually to remedy the evils complained of, and therefore as the 
vereadores iu the first ydace have hitherto endeavoured to keep _ the 
contents of tlie said patent from being knowu-to the inhahitauts, it is 
our_ order that the same be hereunto annexed, that all persons who are 
desirous of a copy may have on opportunity of procuring it. 

The proclamation continues : In futm'c tlie following orders arc to he 
observed regarding 1110 office of vereadores. That no person riiall be 
elected into the office of vereadore, who may have served in that 
capacity before, ^1 after tho expiration of five 3 ’’car 6 from the day of 
his former election. ^ The Chief of Mdhim and the Secretary to the 
Governor and Council, before whom the vereadores arc elected, arc lo 
take cave tliat this order is obeyed. No person shall bo esteemed an 


I Pub, Diary 67 of 1776, 22S • 220. 
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‘ ori)han by the vereadores, whose father or motlier may be living, and 
the estate of any minor that may now l)e in their hands, whose fatliev 
or mother may be living, eliall be directly delivered ttp with tnic and 
' pist accounts of the same. All orphans are hereb}'" declared to be 
capable of managing tlieir own estates, as soon as the}' attain the age 
of 21 years, when then.’ estates and effects shall be delivered to them, 
with just accounts by the vereadores. The vereadores shall never, on 

* any pretence, presume to interfere with any estate or effects that may 
■ have been bequeathed by wll, or where exectitors are appointed, or 
= where guardians are nominated by the deceased to them child or children 

• and estate or effects. The vereadores shall 'immediatelj' acquaint the 
Mayor’s Court upon their taking charge of an estate or effects that 

: may properly fall under their charge and management. The}’’ shall 
then cause exact inventories to be taken, and at the expiration of twelve 
' months shall render exact accounts to the Court of the estate. Tlie 
Mayor’s Com't are requested to take care lliat the estates and their 
produce are appropriated in the manner tliat ma}’’ be most advantageous 
to the heirs, and tliat all the moneys bo placed at interest in secure 
bands for the benefit of the heirs. Any vereadore acting contrary to 
these regnlations and to their patent shall, on complaint being made to 
the Governor and Council aforesaid, be fined at their discretion, and, if 
they think praper, shall be discharged from that office never more to be 
elected to it.* 

In a letter of the 14th November 1747, paragraph 50, Bombaj' 
writes to the Court ; One of the renters of the waste ground roiuid 
the town wall being dead, the othei's wero desirous of relinquishing 
their lease which we consented to in Consultation the 6th March and 
the same day. re-let those grounds for the term of five years being the 
remainder of the lease at the rate of Bs. 650 a year which is Its. 35 
more than formerly paid.® 

At a Consultation of the 29 tb May 1750, Lieutenant Biebard 
Ilollomore requests of the Board the renewal of a lease of the island 
called Butcheris Island granted to one Bichard Johnstone, the lUth 
May 1743, for the teim of seven years which lease expired on the 9th 
ins^nt. It is observed that the said Johnstone was, at the time of the 
said lease, the officer stationed upon duty on the said island and the same 
was granted him for the easy consideration of Bs. 20 a j'ear in order 
to encourage him to cultivate and improve it and as a sort of gratuity 
' for his beiug upon that station. And after the said Bicliard Johnstone 
left tliat station, the said Bichai'd Hollomore, being the officer appointed 
to succeed him, enjoyed the reversion of said lease on the same terms. 
A^'eed that the lease of tlie said island be renewed to the said 
Bicbard Hollomore for the term he may be upon that station ivithont 
a power to make over the same to any person excexit to the officer wlio 
may he ordered to relieve him.® 
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At a Crtiifiiillrttfon of llie -Ifh Jannar\‘ 17 ST, tlie Uuard iriij't 
polition from Gamhaji I’liiyoc* nml Uayr/miji lloinji IMrpi prat-in" tbJ 
tve will let lliom a certain jtippo of wnetc ffroiind in the (I’slnctd 
I’nrol wliifli lltey are clesironu of ti-janf; to ciiltivnie tvilli gn'sT 
jinKe, Icitly, and frnit irci?**, tli.il in Consideration of tt- 

(•xjtcnKc they must incur, we will jrnrnt it tiicm jjmlis for ft? 
yo;irs and to ])ity Iialf of the IlonouraWc Coinpain-'f pension ftrtj 
yean’- tiftor. A.« we arc dcsiroiiH of ernhraeing any opportimilj- t- 
cnconrn^p' the fp-owtii of vcp’tahlcs on the island on account ofih 
])reri'iit scarcity th(*reof, ave resolve that the Collector give the neo'ftatr 
onlcrs for leltiii" 1*0111101100! the s.nid piece of groiiiwl, hiit- Ibt tS* 
IH'lit'oners lie indulged avith it for onlv' live years pralifi and five pea 
at half ]K*n«>ion, instead of ten at lialf |icnsion. Tliis ivo imagine tn! 
ivimbnn-e their charges.' 

At a Consiillation of the 5tli June 1761, the Hoard rcpcrofcJib 
letter from the exccwlors to the estate of Jl, Hroughtoii dcwa^l, 
desiring a renewal of the li'ase of Old ‘Woman's island. Tliip leir,' 
considered they onlcrcil that llic Collector tsiuse the isbnd to h’ 
survey wl hy the vereadorcs and nih'ttiinif, and that he rcjwrt to n- 
ivliat’ improvements it is capable of, tlmt we make tlie ncccsjarj 
stipulations in the next lease for our Ilononmhlc Sfasters' interest.* 

Aceortlingly, on the 26th June 1704-, tlie Collector report.": 
Agreeable to an order Xrom this Hoard, ilalcd Slli instant, to 
muse an exact survey to !« made of Old ‘Woman’s island I now 
encloso a report of the samo from the vereadorcs and mhnlnnU, I love 
only to remark tluvt from the strictest tnquirj* I do not find tlicic 
is a vacant spot on tlio inland fit to cultivate cocoanut tiw.« on for 
want of sweet water daring the whole year to obtain iVfiicIi severol 
trials have formally Iwen made in vain. Neither can any other 
useful IreoB flourish tlicro, except dale and brab trees, and those require 
thirty ywirs lieforc they arrive to iierfcction. Tlio vemdores' vulua- 
tioii of tho garden grounds and jiaslurage for cattle is ngreeablo to 
the two last ycare’ produce, but Ixjforo the French prisoners resided 
there and the llonouniblc Companj-’s buffaloes were sent to graze 
Iwtli tbo gnrdcns and p.astnmgo produced near double that amount.' 
As to the method proposed to tho vereadorcs of letting out in parcels 
such iiarts of tlio island to lliose who choose to take the same on certain 
stiinilatcd tennsj there is no judging whcUicr it will prove advan- 
tageous to tlio Company or not till trial is made. ITio surest way to 
go to work 1 think is publiclv to -put up to rent tho a hole island 
unless your Honour should plea.se to indulge the old householder with 
a renewal of bis lonsc conformable to bis tonour of tbo lost lease which 
specifies a liberty for his renewing it ■bn such terms as tho Board may 
think -fit to grant it.* 

The folloiving detailed report from tho vereadorcs and ttihdidras, 
dated 2ilnd Juno 1764j accompanied tlie Collector's letter: In 
obedience to your 'order, we the vereadores and mattdnfs, along with 
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'Manool Baretto, have made a sui*veyof Old Wohian's island, concerningf 
!tho present produce and wliat this land will produce in future. The 
present produce is at follows ; 

The Oarb Movan planted hy Mr. Broughton 
eontaina 322 cocoanut trees, out of -which 
222 lire let to the Bhanddris to draw 

toddy at the rate of Be. ^ a montfa> amount'. S.' r. B». ,q. r. 

ing for one year to ... 666 0 0 

Produce of remaining lOO in cocoanuta ... 75 0 0 

741 0 0 

Zktiuct — Annual expense of m.anure ... 100 0 0 

641 0 0 

All the brab trees annually produce ... 120 0 0 

Deduct — ^Payment to arrack farmers ... 50 0 0 

70 0 0 

Produce of the Melon and Vine Gardens 
according to the accounts delivered by Mr> 

Jones of tbe two last years at a yearly 

medium of ... 204 0 0 

According to tbeoaid Jones’ accounts the 
pasture for cattle appeared yielding dur- 
ing the two Inst years 210 2 0 

Add — Annual rent for a tank let out to grow 

greens ... ... 10 0 0 
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424 2 0 

Dednct — Servants’ wages ••• 165 0 0 

2r)9 2 0 

Theground bought by Jones containing 264 
single yards and in case any difference may 
ever be found the same may he rectified 
agreeable to the accounts. The pension 

at 45 res a yard amounts to 20 3 12 


1000 1 12 


We now give the probable future produce. Some of ■tlie cocoa- 
nut trees in the above said oact are rained on account of the 
Bhanddris drawing them a long time, wherefore the produce 
of the oart will be less in future. We ^ve calculated the expense 
of the oart conformable to the Bombay oarts, but as this is at 
a greater distance the expense will be greater. With regal’d to the 
brah trees farmed by one Manchar Jivau Parsi for Es. 30, the said 
Manchar has let ont these trees to Pdrsi Bhanddris for Rs. 120 a year, 
he paying the arrack farmer’s rent! But when the said brab trees are 
released other Bhanddris will not be able to afford to pay so much for 
the future. The produce of the gardens and the pasture of the cattle 
'may be either more or less for the future acoording to the management 
of the &i>nner. We found that one Cowttoo (Kutub) Moorman, servant 
'to Mr. Jones, has planted forty young cocoanut trees on a spot of ground. 
Out of these forty three begin tohear-&ait; still that oart is of no value 
at present though, it may he in a. few ye^s. Having surveyed 
the whole ground of the said-Old Woman's island we think there can 
be planted about 2000 more cocoanut trees, provided there can 
found sulEcignt sweet water for watering them. But as the said 
B 1006—54 
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island is too distant, and also as the expense o£ digging the wells and 
building gnttein will be considerable, we judge that it would be better 
to fix half the pension formerly paid at Bombay for oarts of new 
establishment. For, in case there is no sufficient- sweet water, -it 
is impossible to grow cocoanut trees, but date and biub trees maybe 
planted, which grow without watering or manuring. With regard 
to the above said ground we think that it may prove advantageous to 
the Hononrable Company if public notice was given to all manner d 
joeiuons who choose to contract for the i^d ground that they give ia 
their proposals sealed up and agreeable thereto the contrary may be 
made of the said ground. This is what we report to you and yea 
may order as you think proper.* 

On the same day, 26th June 1764, after perusing the Collector’s lettor 
together with the report from the vereadores the Board observe : Bead a 
letter from the Collector enclosing a report survey of Old Woman’s 
island. Those being considered and the letter delivered by the present 
farmei's and read tlie 5th instant being refcri’ed to, it is agreed, in con- 
sideiatdan of the losses the farmers have sustained by the French prisoners 
having been kept there, to comply with their request for a renewal 
of the lease. The term of the new lease be only fourteen years and the 
rent to be increased to Bs. 1 00 a year, exclusive of the oarfc which is 
now become the sole property of the Honouluhle Company. A clause 
must now likewise be inserted in the lease to entitle the farmers to 
half the amount valuation of any improvements they may make during 
the term of their lease at its expiration when the small oart of forty 
trees already planted and mentioned by the Collector must become the 
sole property of the Houourable Company without any consideration 
being paid for it, and the usual pension to he collected from the farmers 
for the ground they have purchased on the island from the day the 
present lease expires.^ 

At a Consultation of the Srd July 1764 the Board read a letter 
from the heirs to the estate of Mr. B-ichard Broughton deceased, where- 
in they return thanks for our consenting to renew the lease of the 
Old W^oman’s island for a term of fourteen years. -At the same tamo 
promising to plant cocoanut trees provided wo will extend the term 
of the lease to twenty -one years without which they will not reap any 
benefit from the improvements they may make as on that island 
oocoanuts do not produce fruit in less than thirteen or fourteen years. 
If this should not he agreeable they desire permission to plant as 
many cocoanut trees as possible on paying the half pension as usual for 
the first ten years and after the full pension the property of snob oarts 
to he wholely and solely theirs. . But this, we 'do not think, will be at 
all for ^ our Honourable Masters’ interest. At the same time we are 
® should be indulged with a longer termj they 

will otherwise reap but little benefit from any improvements they inay 
- make and coMequentlywm Pot take any pains to cultivate it Be- 
solved that they be allowed to hold such spots 'as they may cultivatB 
, with cocoanut trees tor a term of twenty-one years and the remaindei 


’ Tub. Diary 42 of 1764, 3S6 - 385. 


= Pab. Diary 43 of 1764, 3S0- 381. 
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of the island for fourteen, Taldng into consideration whether selling 
or renfnng the oart on this island ^11 be most for our Honourable 
Masters'* interest we are unanimo'asly of opinion the preference 
ought to be given to soiling. It is therefore agreed to sell the oart at 

S ublic outcry for tlie moat it will fetch on Tuesday the 3 1st instant. 

f this^ public notice must be given as usual and a clause be 
inserted in the lease whereby at all times the purchasers may have free 
access thereto without any impediment on the part of the fai-mer of 
the island.^ 

Accordingly on the Slst July the Board went to the Bandar to make 
sale of the oart on Old Woman*s island, which was put up, and, sub- 
ject to the following conditions, sold, to Shdmji Ndranset for 
Hs. 7550 to be paid in three months* time at the old pension. The 
purchaser to liave free access to the island •vrfienover he may think 
proper without any impediment on the part of the farmer. Should 
the Honourable Company at any time have occasion to cut down any 
of the trees the purcliaser to he indemnified for the same.® 

At a Consultation of the 6th Febmary 1767, the Board record 
the following letter from the Collector, dated 6th h’ebrnary 
1767 ; Having according to your Honour's orders examined into the 
merits of Vishvanjtth and Mahtldev's petitions, together -with the 
pretensions of IChdn Garat, I cannot find that the KhJn's people 
liave the least right or title to the lands they claim, nor that they 
have ever paid any pension to the Honourable Company for the same. 
For many years past the ground has served the village of Girgaon 
as public commoning. And as waste ground is the Honourable 
Company's sole right and property, I request your Honour’s orders 
whether the same shall be granted to the petitioners as requested by 
them. After consideration the Collector is ordered to let out the land 
as waste ground on the usual terms.® 

At a Consultation of the 24th March 1 767 the Board read the follow- 
ing letter from the Collector, dated 23rd March 1767 ; In conse- 
quence of your Honour’s order to me of the 6th February to grant unto 
Vishvandth Purvoe and Mahddev, two arnys or spots of waste ground 
which they had discovered and petitioned for on Malahdr Hill, -ten 
other spots of the like nature have been discovered, as per particular 
account thereof enclosed. These plots for many years past^ have been 
possessed by the persons mentioned in the said account, without their 
ha'ving ever paid the Honourable Company any pension or other con- 
sideration Cor the same. As both the present possessors and several 
other persons liave petitioned me for the said waste grounds to be 
granted them on. the asnal terms of pension, I request your Honour’s 
orders whether the same shall bo granted to the present holder or to 
other claimants or whether your Honour mayjndge it more proper that the 
same be disposed of by public outcry. Having in consequence of your 
Honour’s orders enq-uired into the merits of Rangdji Bhavanji’s petition 
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* Pub I>iary 42 o£ 1764, 391 - 395. - Pub, Diary 43 o! 1764| 440. 

. . 3 Diary 48 of 1767,- 102, 1 10. 
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1 find that in the year 1755 Bhavanji had actually sold the spot of the 
oart mentioned inhis petition to Sadashir Sinay Bramo(Shenvi Biiihnuin), 
and that this person did not die until the year 176S or 1763 and had 
possessed the same during all that time. Bangd ji affirms and can proro 
Saddshiv never paid him the purchase money for the same. For this 
reason he never gave Saddshiv the title-deeds, notwithstanding which the 
plot ivas sold with the rest of the said Sadashiv^s estate towaras paj'ment 
of his debt to the Honourable Company. As the title-deeds of the 
said spot are still in BangdjFs hands and as he never received from 
the said SaddsMv any purchase money for the same, he requests j'onr 
Honour will please to order the amount sale thereof to be refunded him. 
Having also enquired into the petition of the proprietors of the ground 
occupied for a public road from Parel to Sion, I find they have never 
cultivated the land since it was taken up for a road, tliat they have 
never yet been paid for it or had any other ground delivered them in 
lieu thereof, as has been usual in the like cases.^ 

On this the Board order; That the Collector let the present 
holders keep the Malabdr Hill ground according to their petition except 
one spot included thermn, which the Collector is to deliver to Vishva- 
ndth Purvoe as a reward for his having been the person who first 
discovered the encroachments." 

Three weeks later, at a Consultation of the 17th April 1 767, the Board 
had another petition from the proprietors of the nmys or waste plots at 
Malabdr Hill, showing the proprietors were still dissatisfied with the 
orders given reading the land. It was therefore agreed to prevent 
fnither altercation that, subject to the usual terms of pension, the lands 
be put up at public outcry and sold for the most tliey will fetch. 

Oneof t^plots,a largedwelling house, belonged by lawtotheHonoiirable 

Company. This plot was therefore reserved, and ground rent ordered 
to he collected for the same.^ 

According to the above on the 29th May 1767 the Board ordered 
that the arnya on Malabdr Hill be sold on Tuesday next the 8rd of 
June and that public notice be immediately given thereof.* ' 

On the 2nd June rite Board put up to sale the arnys or- waste 
grounds at Malabdr Hill for two months ci-edit, which w’cre accordingly 
sold to different persons for the sum of Bs. 4465. Ordered that 
shawls be mven to "Vishvandtii Purvoe, Madpore, nnH Manoel Mmzdlo 
as a rewmd for discovering these waste grounds and in order to induce 
others to make further discoveries of the like nature.^ 

On receipt of a report of these proceedings in a letter of the Slst 
March 1769, paragraph 67, the Court write: We approve the 
manner in which you let the amys or waste grounds on Malabdr Hill 
and are pleased at the prices they fetched and hope they will be found 
capable of further improvement.® 


1 Pub. Kory 48 o£ 1767, 217-218. 

* Pub. Diary 48 ol 1767. 272. 

* Pub. Diary 49 of 1767, 378. 

* Pub, Dep, Coiu-t’a Lettcn Vol. 8 of 1760'177I, 41. 


! 5"?' ^8 of 1767, 207. 

* Pub. Diarj 49 of 1767, 369. 
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At a Consultation o£ tlic 7th Ma}' 1771 the Board read a petition 
from J ohii Watson mill one from Andrew Nesbitt, each requesting a 
lease of a piece of ground on the same IcimB as Mr. Bnmsay liolds liis 
lease and undertaking if their u*ish is granted tlicy will build and 
make other improvements. As it appears to us that improvements of 
this kind must bo of general bonciit to the island, and consequently 
to our Emidoyers, ordered therefore they be complied until, together 
witli 3ilr. Cooiicr’s petition to the same jmrposc, Avhich was until now 
deferred.* 

Ata Consultation of the 19th June 1772 the Board record the follow- 
ing letter of the same date from Caspar Dagon ; Having the honour 
to farm the villages from Pare! to Sion, the Kunbis liavc represented 
to me the losses tlicy sufTcr by large pits in tbeir batty ilclds dug for 
limestones and left open. It is cstrcmcly bard Iho Kunbis should 
suffer thereby and bo obliged not only to fill them up at their own 
expense but to lose the cultivation of the ground by which they arc 
unable to pay the Honourable Company's iolca.- On this the Board 
observe : Head a letter from Major Dagon farmer of scveml of the 
llonoiirahlc Comj).an3’*s villages representing that the Kunbis complain 
that thc,v suffer losses b}' ebunam stones being dug in their batty 
fields and the holes left open and requesting the Board will make a 
suitable deduction in tlie rent or grant him other redress. Ordered 
tliat the Collector enquire into tlie custom heretofore practised in 
digging ebunam stone and report tlio same.® 

At a Consultation of the 10th iMay 1773 the Board read a petition 
from Licutonant James Jackson of the artillery* requesting that a 
lease of a piece of waste ground situated near Bj'culla may be granted 
him a;s he is desirous of building and making other improvements on 
the same. With this it is agreed to coraplj' on the usual terms. After 
the bound.'ii'ies arc ascertained in the customary' manner, the Secretary 
is to execute a lease to Lieutenant Jackson accordingly’.* 

At a Consultation of the 9th November 1773 the Board read a 
petition from Lieutenant Abraham Henny’ requesting a lease of a spot 
of waste ground near By’culla on the same terms as granted to Mr. 
Kamsay, as he proposes building and making other improvements 
tlieroon. This is granted, and the Collector is ordered to cause the 
boundaries to bo ascertained by’ tlie vcrcadoros when the Secretary 
>vill execute a lease for it.® 

At a Consultation of the 24 th Decomlxir 1773 the Board read .*i 
petition fronf Mr. Samuel Stedman, requesting a lease of a spot of 
ground, being iiart of the Mrizgaon estate, on the usual terms and 
conditions. This is granted and after the Collector lin.s ascertained 
iho exact lioundarios as customary, the Secretary is ordered to execute 
a lease.® 

At a Consultation of the 711i April 1774 the Collector presents to 
the Board on account of the measurement of the spot of wasto ground 

» Pub’. Diary 67 of 1771, 870. * Pub. Diary Cl of 1772, COG- COO. 

Pub. Dinry Cl ot 1772, 602. * PtiTj. Uinry 63 of 1773. .280-381. 

» Pub, Dino’ Cl of 1773, 783. « Puli. Dinry 64 of 17/3, B03. 
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mentioned in a petition from Mi*. Samuel Stedman in^the month oE 
December last. Agreed that the ground specified by this measniement 
be gpranted to Mr. Samuel Stedman on the usual terms and conditions 
and the Secretary is ordered to execute a lease accordingly.^ 

A Consultation of the 14th June 1774 records : Mr. Stephen 
Tirson having petitioned for a waste piece of Malabiir Hill in order to 
cultivate and improve the same, the Collector was ordered to cause it 
to be measured and the boundaries and annual toka to .bo fixed as nsuol, 
'The Collector now presents to the Board a letter enclosing the parti- 
culars of the land. It is therefore ordered that the Secretary draw 
out and execute to Mr. Tirson a lease for the said ground for the tenu 
of 99 years on the usual conditions 


Village Farm Jleventte, 1747-177S. 


Villog^o* 

1747 . 

17 S 1 . 

1763 . 

1705 . 

1772 , 



Be. 

Bb. 

Be. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Malablr 

•aa 

200 

212 

616 

250 

306 

Bxrel ... 


« 

2005 

8105 

2000 

8030 

Sion ._ ... 

•a* 


1300 

1430 

1830 

1430 

Shdr&Ti ««• ••• 

... 

aaa 

273 

827 

350 

440 

Ifituneia «•« 

*0. 

UB 

3906 

2336 

1817 

2105 

Vadnla ••• 


•aa 

1761 

2250 

1016 

3800 

••• 

... 


082 

1225 

. 1016 

lUO 

Bamnoll nml Coitem 

... 

aia 

530 

033 

611 

620 

lUliiin and Warli 

... 

... 

14 t 

400 

137 

. no 

' Total 

... 

200 

6772 

12,223 

10,226 

10 ,Si 0 


At a Consultation of the 12th May 1779 the Board put up the 
following villages to farm for seven years beginning the Isfc Jnno 
1779 :» 


Village Farm Revenue, 1779 -1786. 


VlllafO. 

Anneal Stock 
Kent In 
Batty* 

Brab 

Trees. 



Itf.phs.ad.Bere. 


Sion 

• •• 

54 

16 

0 

0 

171 

IttftQnsii ... 

■ ■■ 

80 

28 

0 

2 

76 

Dh&rtffl 


D 

4 

8 

8 

523 

Todana 

M. 

76 

22 

7 

8 

1 

UrfBnon 

Ill 

42 

18 

6 

1 

5 

Bamnoll and Ooltcm 

ill 

24 

12 

1 

16 


Farel ... ... 

M. 

135 

11 

6 

24 

63 

and Warli ... 


3 

24 

2 

2i 


Total 

... 

4S3 

G 

1C 

3i 

820 

Slolab&r Kill except 







gnroand let out emd 







1 ground round the Ganca 






allowed aucicntly 







charitable acrvloe 

... 


... 

... 


». 

Total 



— 

... 




YsaabT...BJBCr, 

1776 to 
1779. 

moto 

1780. 

Bs. 
1350 
ZllO 
390 
10 JO 
IDIO 
610 
33$0 
120 

KB.' 

USD 

2105 

410 

ISOO 

1100 

620'- 

3950 

110 

10,840 

10,655 

405 

305 

11,S<5 

19,8I» 


iTrlbutcsl 

ot 

Fowls, 


B1 

114 

42 


20 


227 


Mangro 

Trees, 


16 


16 


Bmall Kent 
for gronnd 
called 
Feros 
(Ferns T> 


Be. 

40 

4 

0 

32 

13 


3 30 

0 2t 

1 18 


172 8 16 


273 8 


KnnbuilSSX" ufiS® occnrtca.Iw tb' 

inTCntoiy. j' u lux to tbo HonemraWo Company sro not todnOod ia tUi 


. B o. 1!7|, " «»■ “>• 
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At a Consultation o£ the 17th May 1749, the Boai-d i-ecord the 
follomng letter from Mr. Laurence Sulivan the Collector of 
Ileveii\ies, dated 4th March 1749; Great vegnlarity appoare in 
^ducing the Mitzgaon pension to wliat the estate now pays the 
Honourable Company. On tlie pension books the cliauge is thus 
csplaiucd. In 1 674, on the establishment of the total yearly payment of 
Xs. 20,000 AItoki Peinz de Tavora loi’d of Mdzgaon paid for tliat 
estate yearly Xs. 1304-2-29. Fiom this total have been made the 
following just deductions ; 

For Vezrey Hill now in poxacssion o£ Minclcji’s •«. res. 

and paid hy thorn yearly ... 32 1 0 

For Bcirdccn B.itty Grounds bclotiffing now to 

Ndnji R.at.an, a Ftfrai ditto ... 30 0 00 

For Piickei-ew.'iU (P.'ikhddivirda) Oarts and B,itty 
Grounds bequeathed the Honourable Coni- 
panj’ And the pension tiien stmclc o£f which 
was annually ... ... ... 1G3 1 28 

226 0 8 

The amount the present possijssors \ay yearly... 1078 2 13 

Tins I think is dcmonstiation that duo care 1ms ever Ijeon taken not 
to load the estate with a pension tlioy should not pay. With respect 
to the salt pans, at the same settlement of 1674 of Xs. 20,000 when 
Tavora paid Xs. 1304-2-29 for liis whole estate, BhavAnset copper- 
smith is distinctly rated at Xs. 5 for his saltpans. Tins his &mily 
luis paid without impediment to this day'- I am not so clear uilh 
rcgai-d to the other salt groiinds. Still there is the authority of 
Mr. Courtney then Collector for a sejmrato payment. And as I hope 
in the course of tliis letter to show y'our Honour that all salt grounds 
are the Company's property, it will follow that Mr. Cotirtnoy only did 
tho ComiJany justice. In 1074 when during the Governorship of 
Gerald Aungicr Esq, the peoide’s rights and the Company’s royalties wera 
solemnly' settled in a general assembly', at which Tavora the proprietor 
of MAzgaon was present, I find in. that instrument, which was signed 
by both sides, these words : I3th Article. That there shall bo reserved 
for the Honourable Company's service all grounds on the waterside 
ndtliin the compass of the island to he disposed of on necessary occa- 
sions for the public excepting such grounds wheraon there are at pre- 
sent planted gardens of eoco.mut trees or rice grounds as also diurches^ 
houses and warehouses of stone. Whensoever for tho public good it* 
shall bo necessary to make use of any of tlic said places or properties 
the Governor and Council shall make satisfaction to the interested in 
a reasonable manner. But the people arc to take notice that they 
receive in tliis a particular fiivour from tho Honourable Company their 
Governor and Council, in regard that in all kingdoms of the world, tho 
ground on tho waterside from tho distance of forty_ yrards at least from 
liigh- water mark belongs ns a sovordgn right or privilege to tho Kings 
or Prinees thereof. , , „ ■ 

This article I apprehend indisjpulably proves tho Honourable Company' s 
prerogative to the shores of this island, a power they have never given 
up. In the leases of Old Woman's island and^ of MalabAr Hill the 
Company expressly farm to the renters all fish-pans decoys and weirs. 
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Altbongh, upon, this very subject, tlie family of Tavoi-a vent to Eng- 
land, and (supported by an ambassador of Portugal) made application 
to our King, yot tbe Honourable Company preserved their power over 
the fishery and eoolery of Mdzgaon. I have inquired of many of the old 
inhabitants. All agree tliat where the salt water washes is the Com-, 
pany's j the sweeter grounds, as they term them, the snbjoet's. 
was formerly an estate of the same Tavora’s, w'hosc proprietors have 
equal power with those of Mdzgaon. Yet in. vain have they frequently 
applied for liberty to make advantage of their own grounds near the 
shore. So late as Mr. Byfeld’s Collectorehip they ^ attempted to erect 
a salt pan and on examination they conld not oh^in such permiesion. 
"W^t will put this matter past dispute is the Honourable Companys 
uncontested power over the Bay of Mdzgaon. The marine registers 
will show that Mdzgaon was tho place whore formerly all the Com- 
pany’s vessels and small craft were hauled up in the monsoon. Dochs 
have been built there aud no merchant at this day can build or shelter 
even a boat without pennission from tho marine paj^master to whom a 
small perquisito has been confirmed by the Governor and Coimoil. ,A 
proper distinction is also preserved in. favour of the estate since any 
person building hanksauls or sheds (literally plank-halls) on the land, 
lias to take the leave of the proprietor and pay him a consideration. 
Upon inspection 1 hope that your Honour will find tlioso points justly • 
stated. At least I can assum you I have spared no pains to obtain a 
tree knowledge of them. As the present rontere have assumed the 
power to impede the Honourable Company's Kolis fishing .round ll»e 
shores of Mdzgaon unless subject to their orders, 1 cannot as 
Collector admit such a right nnti) I am authorized. Your Honour 
will please to settle it so that tho people may reap the adwintages from 
which they are at present debarred.* 

The Board also record a letter from tho Collector Mr. Lanrcnco 
Sulivan, dated IGik May 1749 ; Some weeks past I acquainted 
your Honour that the inhabitants of Mdzgaon dependant on the 
Honourable Company begged redress against tbe renters 'who designed 
levying a double tax on their houses rating at a nipec those who 
formerly paid Re. As you were pleased to disallow of this, I told 
the people they were not to pay the extra tax. Yesterday and today, 
the people ^ve been with me complaining that the renters impeded 
them covering their houses until they pay this double kix . and request 
speedy relief as the monsoon is so near. I am therefore again • obliged 
to trouble your Honour for such order as you judge necessary.® 

At a Consultation of the 17 th May 1749 the President laid the above 
two ‘ letters before the Board. After consideration the Board direfited 
that Messrs. Thotnas Bane and J ames Henry liambc he appointed a 
committee to mqaire into this complaint and make a report of their 
proceedmgs to this Board.*. . ‘ ' 

• Three days rftor (the 20th ,May 1749) Messrs. Lane and Lambe 
submit the foUowing report-. Your Honour having appointed us as 
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a coinniiticc to inquire into the complaints given in by jMr. Laurence 
Snlivan ns Collcclor against the present ranters of MAzgaon farm 
of tlivers cncroachnicnts made by them upon the inhabitants of the 
said farm, we on exaniination found that the renters lay claim, 
Istly to certain batty grounds and salt pans j 2ndly to a quarry of 
stone now in possession of Mdzgaon church ; Srdly to raise the ground 
rent on houses belonging to the inhabitants; -tthly to a govern, 
mentover the lishermen that they shall not go to fish in shallow waters 
without their leave and pajdng them a small consideration for such 
license; Sthly to .ajipropriato to their use certain weeds aJid brushwood 
tliat grows in the tide’s way at present in possession of JBsilji Ndik. 
To all these we now lay before 3'our Honour the best information wo 
could procure. In respect to the battj* grounds and siilfc pans above 
contested it aiipears, partlj' by records partly by relation of the 
old inliabitants, that these grounds were originally recovered from the 
se.a bj' throwing up enclosures of stone which we apprehend could never 
liavo been done but bj- a permission from the regal power of this 
island, q’liis being premised we shall shew their titles to their grounds 
as presented to us. Esjl ji Ndik puieliased liis batty grounds and salt 
pan of Vithalsct copiiersmitb, who bought it off Rhodji Pdtil on the 
20th .Tanuaiy 1701 and produced his deed of sale. Tavora the last 
lord of Mdzgaon was alive at the time this pxirchase Avas made. During 
his life and unto tliis day the said Esiiji Ntlik has held an indispvitcd 
X^osscssion. Further ns Mr. Lauronco Sulivau observes in his letter 
under the Jth March 1749 that whenin the j'car 1674 the pension upon 
Miizgnon estate was settled at Rs. 1304-2-39, this ground was not 
included in the said jjcnsion. If it was, the diminution of the jiension 
would appear, as it does in tlie cases of Vczre^'W.all, Bardeen batty 
grounds, and Puekorowall (I’dkluidivJlda) the sale of which lias reduced 
the Mdzgaon pension to Rs. 1078-2-13. Wc arc thcicfore of opinion as 
Tavora made no claim to this ground in his lifetime and paid no pension 
for it, it ought not to Iw esteemed as a part of or as belonging to the said 
estate. Dliaiiji Bhavuiisct made appear tha,t ho inhentcd lus ground 
from his father and that the same had been inhis family uninterruptedly. 
As it appears on the records in the Collector s ofhee tliat m tlio ^ear 
1674. Avhen the people were laid under an annual tribute of Xs. ^.0 000 
as an acknowledgment for their possession of the ground on this island 
on tlie diinsion, it fell to the share of Ins px-cdcccsor to pay a Pcn^ion of 
Xs. 5 for tliis very spot now contested, this being also distinct 
pension then taxed on Mnzgaon estate. It nf 

could bo no jiart <i£ the Jldzgaon cs^te. BdWl' 

Daii TJidkiu-; produced a petition of his fatlior to IMr. Stephen 
Stnitt then 2nd in Coumul, dated 1715, Avhorem he desires permission 
to throw lip some stone banks by the nver side to recover the Iniid no w 
contested. This petition Avas confirmed and the year 
vercadores and Mtards Avera appomted to 

joeovored and settle the pcnsionAvhichUioy fixedatXs. 4. y , • ^ 

the above avo think that all these holders’ titles 
.to examine Avhether they have not fade any inland cnc^ 
and taken part of the M/izgaon estate. .0^ tins the vcreadorcs ana 


Chapt^VIII. 

Bsveiiae and 
Binailce. 

Mnzgaon 
Kst ite, 

1749. 


ji 10013—35 



m 


BOMBAY TOWN 


lHi&t«dckI 


Chapter VIIl- 

Kevenue and 
I'inance. 

Mazgnon 

Estate, 

1740. 


tnhdtdrds are tlie only judges. Secondly, as to the quarry of stone now 
in possession of tlie church of M^zgaon it is to be observed that when 
Tavora died he left, as meninoned by name in his will, certain batfy 
grounds to the church which are supposed to produce. 12 mudds a year. 
It is nowhere mentioned in Tavwa’s will that the church is to Lave a 
revenue from digging of stone, neither is it known to us that the spot 
where the above quarry now is, was one of those individual pieces of 
ground left in Tavora's will to the cliurch. The mhntdo'ds alone can 
determine whether it is or no. Supposing it be, it ought to be lot .ont 
to sow batty os batty not stone was left to the church, othcrudEC the 
will is not complied with. Thirdly, as to raising the ground*rents on 
the houses belonging to the inhabitants, the present renters ns ropre- 
ECnfed by Mr. Sulivan in bis letter of the 16tb May had actually raised 
their rent. We apprehend the increase was not exorbitant. That a 
ground rent on these houses was ever recovered is not disputed. Tlie 
increaso was loft to the discretion of the owners of the estate to fs 
the rate, regard being had to the circumstances of the owners as 
well as to the dimensions of the houses. As this method is subject to 
oppression and dispute, we apprehend it would be much better to Lave 
a rate fixed in proportion to what they now pay. Pourthly; as regards 
the direction over the fishermen claimed by the renters, the Company 
have always supported their own dominion over tlie coolery and fisher- 
men of Mdzgaon. We think the Company’s claim ought not in the 
least to bo receded from. Whatever may have been practised by 
the former oumere of this estate, we appreliend that the investment of 
such a power in the renters is wrong and injurious to the liberty of 
the subjects. As several of the fish decoys liave been made at tlio expense 
of the owners of Mdzgaon estate the present renters ought to have it 
in tlicir power to pcimit those only that they please to fish in those 
decoys. ^ The rentera ought not to have power to liindor tiio villagers 
fishing in any' other water. Rftlily, as to the weeds and brushwood 
which the renters claim as inanm’e, we observe that they grow in tlic 
tide B way' and therefore cannot he said to be the property of any man. 
Still they' can more reasonably be allowed to the farmers than to Esd ji 
^ dik who claims them only under pretence that they arc contiguous to 
his ground.’ 


At a Oonsultation of the 30th May 1749, the Board pass the 
Jollowing orders on the Committee’s report ; Taking into consider- 
ation what the Committee set forth in their abovementioned report 
coiicornmg the claim made by the ren ters on certain batty grounds 
orV, Honourable Company a pensioii 

witb tlio ntlini* T' V" that tlieso lands lie intormixed 

S ttmsf^ronndf " «“ters apprehending 

nrioo nf cMy au cncroBohment made on the bound- 
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gronncls, the alisolule property of tlie Honourable Company, as wora 
inado over to thorn by the original proprietor of the estate. TJie 
above being duly considered, the Board is of opinion that a proper 
survey and examination ought to be made and taken by the vorcadores 
and mJidtdrds oi the grounds in dispute. If it slmil be found that 
the plots in dispute were formerly a part of the estate and are only 
an encroaohinont on the bonndnries thereof, in such case the I’ontors 
are sufficiently entitled to thetu on paying the Honourable Company’s 
pension as usual. In respect to the quarry of stone said to belong to 
Mazgaon Church, it does not appear by the Committee’s report 
that the church has any title thereto. The quarry is therefore part 
of the estate and consequently the property of the renters. By the 
Collector’s letter to the President of the 16th May, it appears ns if 
the renters wanted to double the ground rent on oil the houses on 
the estate. But bj' the Committee’s report it does not appear that 
they have raised the ground rent on any of the houses exorbitantly, 
and from the renters’ roll or list of the houses on the estace it 
appears that they have not raised the rent on much the greakov 
nnmher also, and that several of the poorer sort of people pay no 
ground rent at all. Nor can it be esteemed an hardship that the 
ground rents on stone>built and tile-roofed houses are raised from half 
a rupee, which the small cq/da houses pay, to rnpeo one. Doubtless 
■ according to the renters’ lease they have the same authority as the 
former owners of the estate previous to the building of any houses 
to settle the ground rent at such rates as they shall judge proper, 
lu regard to the fishery of Mfizgaon, it nowhere oppears that the 
renters have been any impediment to it otherwise than by preventing 
tho Kolis fishing in the decoys npon tho shore. By the Conimitloo’s 
report the renters have power over the decoys. Further on this point 
tho renters allege they receive no consideration, but permit such 
poor people as they think proper to fish in them. As to the tideway 
weeds and brushwood mentioned in the Committee’s report, they 
are of such, little consideration as not to be worth contesting. The 
routers have as good a titlo to them as any one else. Upon the 
whole it docs not appear to the Board that the I’onters of Mdegaon 
have usurped any undue authority over tho inhabitants or Nolis 
belonging to that place or taken any measures that will be dotri- 
“ mental to tho Honourable Company, though undoubtedly, as the 
Collector imagined that injury would be caused by the renters’ 
proceedings, bo did his duty by making a timely representation, 
thereof. Directed that the Secretary acquaint tho Collector of the 
Bevenuesof tho Board's opinion concerning the complaint made 
thi-ough him by tho inhabitants of Mdzgaon against the present 
renters of that estato.*^ 

' A Consultation of the 31st January 1758 records : Tlio lease of 
tho Mtizgaon estate, which wos lost let out by the Mayor’s Court, is 
near expiring. An authentic copy of the original patent which the 
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President has prooareii allows that tho first proprietor never had any 
right or authority to sell or alioiiato the ostato.^ Our Ilonourablo 
blasters besides have a very considerable mortgage on the cstatei 
Moreover they aro the Lords Proprietors^ in consequence of tho island 
being made over to them from tho King of Portugal and onr Boyal 
Sovci'cign Ghai'lcs II. In theso circnmstanccs Messrs. Crommelin 
Sedgwicko and Byfcld aro appointed a Committee for laying, in'a 
proper claim^ in their behalf, by petition to tho Mayor’s Court.® 

A fortnight later (14th February 1758) after considering tlib 
Committee’s report, the Court obsorvo : hicssfs. Crommelin 
Sedgwicko and Byfcld roport ibat the Mayor’s Court have issued 
a precept to put tbo Honourable Company in possession, of tho 
Mdzgaon estate. The Collector is therefore ordered to receive 
ebargo of it in Iboir name from Mr. Bichard Nowland the present 
renter, as also a part of it sold by Martinio do Silva to Sancra Sinoy 
(Shankar Shenoi), Antonio do Silva, and Antonio do Lima in the 
year 1732, which it seems Mr. Nowland has never occupied on 
account of tho Hononrabic Company’s mortgage bonds. The letting 
out of tho estate, with tho salt and other fanns, is defened 
that wo may gain a more certain knowledge of its produce. Mean- 
time, US ordered at onr last roeotiug, tho Collector must prepare fei 
the auction and permit lilr. Nowland to hold it on . the present 
terms.® 


' The originnl patent inns : By the I’atcljt Bigncd at Goa, nuil dated the 18th 
January 1072, the village of hfdzg.-ion is gtveirto Lconcl D’Souza forever he or 



and sons, that is to say ohc-liatf of tlio incomo tc> tho said two sous. But the manage* 
ment to bo under the said Donna Anna who is tw pay the pension, and half the rent 
of the said village, to the said two eons. After he r dcatii the said villogo is to remain 
forever to the said two sons, the eldest managing it. On his death thoyillago is to 
lemaiii to tho youngest son, in case tho oldest has no son, but if there is a son, he 
is to have the management. AVbcn no heirs descendants of those two sons are left, 
it is to remain to tlio heirs and successors of such as die last, as tho real intent 
is for this estate to remain to the heirs and sncccssors of the said Lconel D'Souza, 
whilst his generation continues. But if tho said two sons die before Donna Anna, 
it is in such case to remain to the dcscendantB of said liCiiucl D'Souza, whom ho 
might nominate by his last will and testament, with nil tho appurtenances and 
sacred grounds. But tho said village is not to bo sold, changed, or alienated without 
the King of Fortum’s license, or tho license of his Yicotoy and Governor of India. 
Nor is it to be divided, but managed only by one person, which the Governor of 
Bassoin is fully to' comply wdth on their parts, provided the said Lconcl D'Soazil, 
hiB uora and successors, comply with tlic obligation aforesaid. By another Patent, 
dated 3rd June 1637, it appears tho management of this villaco was made over to 
RayD Souza tho ..DUi of July 1632, and therein declared that as tho said Bay D'Souza 
““ Bcmardy P’Tavora, flic King confirmed the said Bernardy 

D Tavora in thereof, provided ho did not deprive the otlier heirs of 

the said Kay D Souza m their right. Also provided ho did not sell, give, or change 
the said TiUaCT in any shape or manner whatever without lichnse (os aforesaid). Nor 

was ho to divide It as it was to go entirely under tho management of one person only. 

o „ 
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When on the 27th day of IMarch 1668, the Honourable Company 
took possession of the island, they ■were made Lords Proprietors, 
pi'cserving the inhabitants’ allegiance in as ample a manner as 
granted by the King of Portugal. At that-time Beraardina D’Zabra 
■was proprietor of the hl^zgaon estate, as heir to Leonel D’Souza, to 
whom the^King of Portugal gave it by the aforesaid Patent. [To the 
Consultation is added the following note : In this Charter S&lsette, 
it is said, was particularly and expressly described a part of what 
was to be surrendered to King Charles.] 

At a Consultation of the 5th May 1758 the Board received the 
. following letter from the Collector, dated 2nd May 1758 : Enclos- 
ed is an inventory of such part of the estate of Mdzgaon as wps 
lately farmed by_ Mr. Bichai'd Nowland, as well as that which 
is said to appertain to the Church. I also enclose the best account 
I have been able to obtain of the produce of both. Tour directions 
to mo were to parcel it out in a proper manner for letting it to farm. 
But I am informed it will be more for the Honourable Company’s 
interest to farm the whole to one person. The few remaining 
Kunbis declare they will not undertake to cultivate the ground 
belonging to the estate, on any other than the following conditions, 
namely that the grass growing on the batty grounds, which they 
respectively cultivate, and on certain spots contiguous thereto, well 
known they say from time immomorial to appertain to certain batty 
grounds, shall be their indisputable property for manure and such 
other uses as they may think proper to put it to.^ That the ioka or 
farmer’s share of batty shall be winnowed within two days after 
they bring it to the farmer’s compound, and shall at the same time 
bo received by the farmer, and measured according to the custom 
practised in the Honourable Company’s villages, and not as hereto- 
fore. That the brab trees shall be drawn by them alone, that is to 
say tho Kunbis of Miizgaon who are likewise Bhanddris, on the 
same terms as have been usual hitherto.' 

On these conditions the pdtils and mhdtdras of the village tell me 
they hope soon to prevail with such Knnbis as from time to time 
have left tho village to return. By this means instead of cultivating 
gi'onnds producing 85 mudds of batty, as it seems has hitherto been 
the case, it is probable the whole may be cultivated. Provided 
your Honour should determine to let the estate out to farm, I beg 
. leave to offer it as my humble opinion, the farm should not at 
present bo for a longer term than five years. By that time it 
is probable, through proper encouragement, a sufficient number of 
Kunbis may return to cultivate tho whole batty grounds belong- 
ing to the estate. This would greatly increase tho value of it, 
whereas tho number now resident on the estate are barely sufficient 
to cultivate m’ound produci^ 85 mudds toka, and that too on 
the terms of allowing the ^ubis ground capable, with pwyer 
care and a sufficient number of Kunbis, of producing 1 10 mudds. 
I conclude Antonio D’Lima and P&ndu Sinay who call themselves 
the proprietors of this estate, have long since laid before your 
Honour* such reasons as they told me they had to offer for refusing 
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to deliver into my charge sncli part o£ the estate ns they say ttos 
hequontliod by one of the former proprietors, and lias heretofore been 
reserved for tlic support of n Church built and still standing on tlio 
estate. I shall expect yonr further commands regarding this claim. 
I have directed the ground j-on ivero pleased to part with (o ifr. 
Thomas Whitehill to bo valnod, and shall likewise, as you order, 
include the several parcels belonging to him under the name of Villa 
Neva. Antonio D'Lima and Pdndu Sinay, whose indigent circum- 
stances inaj* indeed justly claim your Honour's compassion, desire mo 
to request on their bchnlf that the indulgence of full 15 mudaa of batty 
inny bo allowed them by tlio farmer, whoever ho may bo, to support 
tbomsolvcs and their families. This ullowauco hns always been 
granted, since the estate has been withheld from them on account of 
the several incumbrances on it. It was continued to them by a 
clause inserted in the hfayor's Court lease, to hlr. Nowland, though 
with this exception that they wore to receive this bait}', in propor- 
tion to tho ground which might be cultivated. This change, they 
allege, reduced them to grout extremities. They tlicrcforc hope 
your Ilonour will in fnUiro oblige tho farmer to allow full fifteen 
viudds between them.* 


> I’nl). Diary 31 eC 17CS, SCO • 070. Tlic following details of the Mfirgaon catatr ere 
civen in an inventory U’“h. Diary .11 of 175S, 271-273) received from Mr. Kichanl 
Kowland tlio late renter, in conscaneiico of an order from the llouonrthic f resident 
and Coaiicil dntc<l 14 th Fehmoty 1700 s '* 
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Houses : namely 

^ Church, iibcrein Mr, Kowland Urcs, .uilh a hatty wavclionsc 

1 at 3Uzgaou near tho Church, ttiljoinlng to tho aho\ c, 

^ garden. outhouses and an orango 


1 row of houses otCliuIgaon, inhabited by tho Kimbts. 
1 small house at tho same plnco Inhabited hy ' “ ' 


by the Kunbis. 

Tho following Is *1?** bat^* grounds, said to anpcrlofn to the 

Church olM&sgnon, the late fanner, undVsniort‘*afrcd to 

BighusctgoW-ralth.'by <<>; Rh£300 and for which he nlloas ne.“T! a 

Batty grounds oa per list. Ko. 1 Totea to jr'j V ,,i, 

Oart Cnamcy situate at Bombay conCnitiiiig trees bearing " ««• •» I »• 

fruit * ... ^ 300 Trees. 
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On the Collector’s letter tlie Board observe : As the Collector 
represents he is infoi-med that it will he most for our Honourable 
hlasters’ interest to let out the Mdzgaon estate in one lot for five 
years, ordered that public notice be given that we shall put it up to 
ontciy on this daj- seven night, to be rented by the highest bidder. 
At tlie same time Mr. Samuel Hough has built a eountiy house and 
outhouses on a certain part of the estate whose annual produce is 
valued at Ks. 845-3-4. And as he requests ns that, agreeable to a 
sketch n Inch he now lays before us, we will g^nt Iiim a lease of tlie 
ground for a term of 99 j-eai-s, to be renewable every 21 years on 
his pajdng such fine as we may think proper, Besolved that we 
may comply with his request on his pa 5 -ing a fine of Bs. 50 at the 
ex 2 jinition of every 21 years. That all persons ma}’" be informed wliat 
part of the estate we have agreed to lease to Mr. Hough, he engages to 
distinguish the same by setting up camp flags at the exti-eme bounds 
of it. Directed that the Collector be ordered to apply to the Maj'or’s 
Court for being put in possession of that part of the' estate withheld 
by the church from Mr. Bichard Nowland the present renter, as it 
seems the Collector ‘has not got charge of it, though the Court 
some time since ordered it. In case the Collector fails to gain posses- 
sion, Messrs. Crommelin Sedgwicke and Byfeld are instructed to 
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Tlie follovrlng U on account of tlie annual produce of sucb part*of tbe eefatc of Slifrgaon ae \ca.8 
lotclj rented by Mr* Bicbard Nowinnd : 

Batty fiTOunds cuttivatcd by Kunbis, namely 

Mud. ph. od* 

On account Mr. Kowland 110 

Do rcntetl tollustam 3 4 U 

On account-Mr. Rowland, un^ 
cultivated ... 53 S 41 


ToKa paid Mr* Kotrlaod. 
85 1 1S| 


ns* q. r. 
2551 8 80 


17g 3 10 

Brab Trees s 

:i37 bet to BbandAris at picc 72 a year ... •.* 

32.^ Toun^ Trees. 

• 912 

Date TVees: nnraely 

3.^ Lotto Pifr^ls by a^prement for a jiear for *.* 

100 Young Trees, 

4j0 

Gocoanut Trees : 

One 0.irt Cistalion 

MS 

Ground Bent' of Houses: 

283 Hoohes nhicli produce annually 

Kent of Shops ... ... * . « 

Rent of waste ground farmed by Dbanji P.iTSifor sowing Peas 


COS 1 JO 


280 0 0 


CO 0 0 

221 2 0 
65 0 0 
22 0 0 


Total ... 3780 3 0 


32 


Mont.'o Trees 

Tamarind Trees ... ... ... »•. „ 

'W'olgatcs (that is hefgff or guard pay. See Bombay Town Material'll 1.157) due from 
the Fifrhcry and 'Wood Boats* 

Chutioiii Kilii«. .... 

*\Vaste ground usnolly let out for sowing Cucambers and Meion«i and for feeding cattle. 
Tho prodaee of tbe above fire articles niucb depends on circumstances. 

The following Is an account of the produce of the lands said to appertain to the diurch of Mdzgaon z 
Oart Cbanie}, situate at BoniYiay, containing SOOCoeoaont 

Trees, bearing frultt let to the Bhandaris for C27 

81 Trees producing about 1000 cocoanuts at Bs. 30 per HWO *.* 120 

Batti* grounds at Mfirgaoai prodiidng * 

Mud. ph. Mud ph. ad. _ 

... ... 12 3 I7ct, 9 12 10 ntR®.?0a 2e.i 

r«. 1052 


ToKa 
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nppl}’ for ihe land in order llmt it may be rented onl with ibc rest o£ 
the estate.* . • , 

A Consultation of tl>o 12tli Maj* 1758 records: The Hoard repaired 
to the tent ne.ar the Bandar to let out the Afrlzgaon estate confoiuiahlc 
to their Rcsolntion of the 5th instant. Talcing into consideration tliat 
it may Iks an iiardsliip to Antonio Be Lima and Pdndu Sinay, nottolie 
indulged ivith an allowance of /iftccu mtuhis of halty or in proportion 
to the ground which nuij* Iks cultivated for tlie support of tlicmsclvca 
and their families) as it appears hy the Collector’s last letter tlicy have 
always heon allowed it, the eanie is agreed to. The most intelligent 
persons present likewise declaring tli.at it m'll be bc.st to lot oiittlie 
estate for the term of nine yc.aTs instead of five, .n.s it will not !« -vvorili 
a tenant’s u bile to phant ti’ces or make any vninablo improvements for 
so short a lease as five years, this is agreed to and the bidders arc 
informed. Tlie bidders am also informed that tile farmer is not to pay. 
any pension, lliat, except wlmt 1ms been leased to Sir. Samuel llougli, 
all the part of the estate ^Ir. Nowland rented, is to be farmed out, as 
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well as a house usually called the Ponkeniiy House,' whieh Mr. Nowland 
had desired might ho rented to him at Hs. 200 a year, as likewise tlie 
church batty grounck, the Mayor's Court liaving put the Collector in 
possession of them since our last meeting. It is, further explained 
tliat the farmer must abide by the conditions, ahvaj'S specified by the 
vereadores in their leases, as to the manner of delivering up the estate 
and the allowance to ^ be made for improvements. The abovementioned 
]>art o£ the estate being put up, it was again rented by Mr. Richard 
Nowland for Rs 2i*U0 a year. The OartChamey being the remaining 
part of the estate, withheld in the name of the church and situated 
at Bombay, was then put up on the aljovc terms and conditions, and 
let to ^lanekji^ Limji, Mungdji, Uabuji Es.iji, and Sstmji Drtdaji at 
lis, 610 a year." 

At a Consultation of tlio 23rd Ma}* 1758 the Board record : The 
old Mark House on a^Idzgaon Hill liaving liecn plundered of all the 
timber and plank while in the hands of tlie late supposed proprietoi's, 
who broke dou-n great part of the rralls to get thereat, is at present 
in a very ruinous condition. As illr- Byfeld proposes to fit it up at 
his own expense for an habitation to live in, provided we will permit 
him to alter tlie building in such manner as he may think proper, and 
grant him a Iciise thereof and the hill on which it stands, for ninety- 
nine years renewable every twenty-ono years, on pajnng a fine of fifty 
nipees. Tlii.s is agreed to, on bis engaging to whitewash the front 
of the said house annually in the usual manner, so as it may 
continue a mark to the sliipping coming in or going out of this 
harbour. Directed therefore tliat an order lie issued to the vereadores 
and vihdi<irds of Bomljay, requiring them to survey the said Iiill and 
report in writing what yearly rent ought to bo paid by iMr. Byfeld. 
Tills amount will then Ijo deducted out of the j’rc^cot fannei’'s rent, 
he having voluntarily consented to tliis assignment being made. And 
whereas at the bottom of said hill are some batty grounds called 
Burdu at present in jiosseseion of Niinji Ratanji Prirei, said to lie 
purchased by him of John D'Aubree and Pernandes Fenao, which there 
is great reason to imagine originally belonged to the Mazcaon c.statp, 
and has been sold by a false title, jMr, Byfeld requests that in case it 
is so proved, and they come into tlie Honourable Company's possession, 
be may bold the said premises by lease in manner aforesaid, upon 
the same terms and conditions as he agrees to paj' Niinji Ratanji for 
the annual rent thereof. In this the Board concur, and a lease is 
ordered to be draira out accordingly.® 

On the 31st May 1758 the vereadores report: In obedience 
to tiic order of the Honourable the President and Council, we the 
vereadores and mhdfdrds have made a survej’’ of the hill at the end of 
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* Regarding this Ponkenny Houso on the Ist Aug. 1758 the Diary further records : 

Cant. O. Pcmhle desiring a lease of the Ponkenny House and garden belonging to 
the M.izg.ion estate for the term of 99 years at Ks. 273-3'0 per annum, and agreeing 
to pay a fine of Ra. 50 at the expiration of every 21 years during that term,, the same 
is agreed to ns Mr. Non'land has declined adapting it though rented to him on the 
12th May l.sst at Rs. 200n year. Pu" " 

* Pull Diary 31 of 1753, 275 - 270. 


Piih. Knrv 31 of 1753, 390. 

* Puh. Diary 31 of I/aS, 28f. 
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-which stands the old Mark House^ situated in the -village o£ Mfizgaon, 
whereon are growing to the foot of another hill adjoining thereto, 
-thirty-five hrah trees bearing fruit, four without fruit, twelve young 
plants, and two hhajuri trees. For all these we judge a yearly rent of 
twenty-three rupees should be paid. This is what we have to report. 
Agreeable to this report, on the 7tb dune 1758 the Board resolve 
Mr. Byfeld must be charged Bs. 23, and the amount deducted from 
Mr. Rowland's annual rent for that estate.^ 

On these proceedings, after a lapse of nearly two years, in a letter 
of the 25tli April 1760, paragraphs 99-100, the Court observe: 
The letting out large tracts of lands for houses and gardens of », 
pleasure we disapprove. All spare ground should be reserved to 
accommodate usefnl inhabitants, who may desire to make Bombay 
their residence. The Mark House at Mdzgaon must and shall be 
always in your power to destroy at an hour’s vvaming. _ Nor can we 
be at other expense than -the dwge of levelling it. This precaution 
you ought to have -taken. The leasing Mdzgaon in one lot we judge 
contrary -to onr interest. Experience should have convinced you of 
-this as the farming out our oarts in small lots in 1752 produced us a 
duplicate profit. v7e -therefore direct that in future you attend to this 
and branch into small parcels whatever will admit of it, for a_ largo 
purchase will alwaj’s bring on a combination. We also forbid itho 
sale of our property by -valuation. Let every thing belonging to ns 1» 
always sold to best bidder at public outcry and after a proper 
not^cation. The oart to Mandhar Baman and otirers should have 
been disposed of in this manner and in divided lots if practicable. We 
ctinll always give our consent to any reasonable indulgence that may 
ad-vanhige our servants and benefit -the island. Accordingly you are 
permitted to excuse President Bonrehier the export customs on such 
goods as axe mannfactni’ed by him at Bombay for foreign markets. 
This concession is to continue until and no longer -than that branch of 
-trade may equally -with olhera bear an export duty.® 

The farmer’s naauagement of tlie Mdzgaon estate seems to have 
caused disaffection. At a Consultation of the 8tb Januaiy 1762, the 
Board read the following report, dated 5th January 1762, from the 
committee appointed to examine into the Mdzgaon Nunbis’ complaints : 
With regard to the first complaint in the petition we are fully con- 
-vinced. It has been an ancient custom for the cultivators of batty 
grounds to be allowed the bay gro-ning on banks and hhoies as also 
whatever else they may be productive of during the rainy season. The 
farmer taking away the hay or grass from the Knnbis being a direct 
breach of the third article of his lease, we demanded of him lus reasons 
for so doing. He relied ha knew nothing of tlie matter. If his 
people did cut hay or gra^, it -was without his orders, and he would take 
care to prevent the like in future. He added that the ICunbis were 
daily seen carryinp; the hay into Bombay for sale. Being asked why 
he did not, agreeable to the'tononr of the 12th article of his lease, oblige 


1 Pub Diajy 31 of 1708. 302, 

’ Pub, Pep. Court’* Pettur* Vol. 0 of 1707 - 1761, 270 ‘ 271 . 
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llie Ximbis^ to preserve the hay to hum the batty grounds, he could 
give no satisfactory answer. The second complaint that the petitioners 
-were refused to feed their cattle on a reserved part of the village ground 
is positively denied by the farmer. He alleges the petitioners have 
always had liberty to feed cattle thereon. At the same time he 
acknowledges that as many batty grounds do lay uncultivated for want 
of cultivators, he receives a consideration from the milk-sellers for per- 
mitting their cattle to feed therein. This appears to us from the best 
information we could get to be very detrimental to the estate for 'die 
following reasons. (1) By suffering the batty grounds to remain un- 
cultimted they impoverish and will not produce so much batty as when 
constantly cultivated. (2) The cattle feeding therein break the banks, 
so that the water cannot lodge in the ground. The third article of his 
lease prohibits him feeding cattle on the Kunbis'* hay. The third com- 
plaint proves to bo founded on fact and is not denied by the famer, 
except that the reason of his raising the rent of brab trees was not to 
obtain permission from the arrack &rmcr to sell Mdzgaon toddy in 
Bombay, but that formerly when they paid only half a rupee each tree 
himself took their toddy for one pice the bandy (that is bdnda = two 
bottles or about Jrd of an imperial gallon) tbough at that time they 
could have got two pice the bandy for it elsewhere. Afterwards on his 
declining to take the toddy, the Bhandaris tlicmsolves consented and 
agreed to pay him Rsl 0-3-60 the tree at which rate it has continued 
for some years past. But by the sixth article of his lease he is not to 
introduce any now customs to the prejudice of the people. The fourth 
complaint proves on a trial made biraoie ns between the former way of 
measuring, the toha as was done by the old proprietors and w'lmt is 
practised by the former to involve a loss of about 6 per cent or 
one adholi in every phara of batty to the cultivators. This the 
cultivators acknowledge to have been practised ever since Mr. Nowland 
has had the form. They declare they frequently complained of it to the 
late DoJa Garde wlion he was Collector wathont obtaining any redress. 
Tins method of measuring ihe batty, namely by pouring it into the 
phara from baskets held up as high as a man can reach is contrary to 
what is done at the MAndvi and everywhere elso. With regard fo the 
fifth complaint the old proprietors of Mdzgaon estate assure ns that it has 
always been tlie custom for the formers to collect from the Kunbis’ 
trees .about one-tbiid part of the fruit as toha. This we find Mr. Nor- 
land continues, but does not as the complainants allege exact a lialf. 
At the same time it must be remarked, that by the fourth article of his 
lease ho is prohibited from taking any fruit from Kunbis' trees. The 
sixth complaint is not fully proved to be just. Only two people say 
that two -or three years ago Mr. Nowland beat them. Concerning 
the seventh and last complaint of the petition the people in gener.al 
declare tlrem selves much dissatisfied with Mr. Nowland. They allege 
among otlrer things tliat whenever they could not pay the balance of toha 
duo to him in batty he charged them at tlfe rate of the phara 

till last year when he charged only Es. 1-0-80. This is a great deal 
more tlian the medium pi-ice batty is sold for. They farther complain 
that Mr. Nowland charges interest at nine per cent per annum till 
the balance is paid which was never practised but by him. One Bhau 
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Caret complains that last year Mr. Nuwland exacted £rom 'him the M'a 
of two batty groimds although he cultivated only one which Mr. Nowland 
had clianged for another. Another man, one Luckset, complains that 
two years ago Mr. Nowland upon a dispute ■with him turned him’ out 
of the village ; and, notwithstanding he did not cultivate the -batty 
grounds the yeay after he was turned out of the village, Mr. Nowland 
demanded and received of him the usual tolta amounting to upwards ol 
B.S. 24 reckoning the interest thereon. Others complain that tin 
Nowland exacts moie ground rent than is his due nceording to the 
measurement. An instance we experienced in a house which paidBs. 5 
and which being measured at 11 res a square yard turned out only 
■Rs. 3^. A grievance in general complained of by the inhabitants is that 
Mr. Nowland will allow only one shop to be kept in ■the village for 
which he receives a consideration of Rs. 5 a month from the Banian 
who keeps the shop, on condition no other shops shall be kept there. 
By this means the poor inhabitants are obliged to pay more than double 
the value of tire necessaries they have occasion to buy or must do wi^- 
out them. All these complaints ■were fully proved to us. We cannot 
but observe from what has been said that had Mr. Nowland paid any 
regard to the eighth article of his lease, whereby he is directed to use 
the old Kunbis well and continue them in the village, and likcmsc 
endeavour to get other Kunbis for the improvement of the promises, 
there would in all probability have been no batty grounds left uncolti- 
vated. Though this may be no loss to him, as he finds^ the grass pro- 
duced therrin turns to account, yet in the end it must prove very 
prejudicial to the estate for tlie I’easons before alleged. The Collector 
also represents tliat, under pretence he has a right to cut do^wn all dead 
trees, Mr. Nowland has taken upon him to cut down brab and other 
trees without previously advei’tising the Collector of the necessity there- 
of. Had Mr. Now'land considered the artides of his lease, he could have 
found that he is prohibited by the tenth article either from cutting 
trees for his use or suffering others to cut trees. This prohibi^fcion was 
cci’tainly inserted purposely to prevent such bad and prejudicial prac- 
tices. _ Otherwise a bad man might at 'the conclusion of his lease greatly 
prejudice the estate by cutting the good as well as 'the bad trees. The 
Collector also represents that notwithstanding the repeated orders that 
have been issued to all farmers to plant milkbush about their gronnds 
which were in particular enforced to Mr. Nowland, yet there is not 
the least appearance of any milkbush on the estate. With regard to 
the demand of ground rent made by Mr. Nowland from several people 
whose vessels have been repaired in the Bock at Mdzgaon he plea& 'that 
'it is not on account the vessels being 'u the Dock but for sheds for 
Bonksauls built on his grounds for which he thi-nkB he has a just right 
to charge rcht.^ 

At a Consultation on the 8th January 1762, after considering this 
report the Board resolve ■that as it appears Mr. Bidiard Nowland 
farmer of the Mdzgaon ■village has been guilty of some abuses and 
oppressions, copy of the report be sent him by the Secretary who is 


> Pulj. DiAry 36 of 1762, 13-1?. 
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directed to acquaint him that unless the abuses are forthwith remedied 
and he abides strictly by the tenour of his lease the fann will be taken 
from him. Further that he must not upon any account impede any 
persons from keeping shops in the village or make any charge of ground 
rent for sheds erected to preserve the stores of snch vessels as from time 
to time go info Dock. Nor may he cut any trees upon the estate with- 
out the Collector’s permission first obtained.-* 

On the IQ-th April 1762, the Bombay Government write to the 
Court : The Knnbis and other inhabitants of MJSzgaon village havino- 
lodged a complaint against the farmer, we appointed Messrs Holford 
and Court to enquiiu into the merits of the complaint. As, on the 5th 
January, they reported that the farmer had been guilty of certain abuses 
and oppressions, we directed the Secretary to acquaint him that unless 
the same were forthwith remedied and he strictly adhered to the tenonr 
of his lease the farm would be taken from him. This, we hope, will 
prevent the like in future.® Next year in reply in a letter of the 6th 
April 1763, paragraph 77, the Court write *. We very much approve of 
■what you ^d in consequence of a complaint from the Kunbis and other 
inhabitants of Llazgaon village. All abuses and oppressions of the 
farmer must ever bo discouraged, and a speedy remedy applied to 
redress every real grievance of yom* inhabitants in general.® 

A Consultation of the 27th March 1767 records; As the lease of 
Mdzgaon estate expires on the 1 1th of May next, and as our Honour- 
able Afasters have recommended the letting it out in small lots, it is 
ordered that it be let out accordingly on Tuesd-y the 15th day of May 
in such lots as the Collector, aftCT making a proper enquh-y, may 
judge most to our Honourable jilasters’ interest.* 

Accordingly on the 15th May the Board proceeded to let the estate 
of Mazgaou in different lots for fourteen years ; these being jmt up 
on the usual terms of the Honourable Company's farms, were 
let out to the undermentioned persons 1st Lot Naugar including 
Ghodap Dev, let to Frilmji Hirji Moody for Rs. 845 a year ; 2nd 
Lot Mallavady including Bhoj’calem (B 3 >-enlla), except the mango tree 
generally known by the name of the Governor's mango tree which is 
to remain as heretofore for his use, and the ground let to Mr. Andi-ew 
' Ramsay, and one mida of batty ground to be allo-»ved to the mhatara 
for his paj--, let to D4d4bhdi Mdnekji Knstamji and Dhanji Pnnja for 
Rs. 410 a year; 3rd Lot Culvodey (Koliv4da) Suiji let to Rdghuset 
Goldsmith for Es. 340 a year j 4th Lot Baudarvadia let to Mdnekji 
-Limji and Bhimji Rdmset for Rs. 500 a j'ear; 5th Lot Mdzgaon 
Collowdy (Kolivddi) let to Bdghnset Madsetfor Ks. 640 a 3 ’-ear. In 
case the Honourable Company should want ground for the Dock or the 
Powder Works, they are to have such ground on making a reasonable 
deduction in the rent; 6tli Lot Oart Charney let to Mnngdji Visdji 
for Bs. 715. 
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- Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 9 of 1762, 61. 

3 Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol, 6 of 1762-1764, 205. 
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At a Consultation o£ the 28th Jnly 1779 the Board read a petition 
fiom sundry of the inliabitauts of Mdzgaon, and referred it to a conv* 
mittoe consisting of Messrs. Moore, Stackhouse, and Bamsay the 
Collector, to inquire into and report on the merits thereof.* On the 
8th DCcemhcr 1779 the Board having considered the comnrittce^s 
report and the opinion of an attorney at law passed the folloiring 
orders i The Committee appointed on. the 28tli Jvdy last to mqvasointo 
the merits of the jretition from the inhabitants of Mdzgaon now lay 
before us the opinion of an attorney at law on the rights of the 
farmer of Mdzgaoir village nndor his lease from the Company. On 
considciation of this opinion and the nature of the case itself we cannot 
have the shadow of a doubt that the fanner can have no further rights 
in the village than as a mere lease-holder, and that he has no other 
privilege beyond any other lease-holder under the Company. We cannot, 
therefore, admit and are resolved to oppose to the utmost, his cxeidsing 
any rights as a proprietor or lord of the village which he assumes in his 
letter to the committee, hut only to permit Irim to receive such bene- 
fits from the farm as he is entitled to by his lease. The lease is now 
attentively considered arrd according thereto it is resolved that the 
farmer be permitted to collect from the inhabitants the same gronnd 
runt only on the old grounds and^ houses as was paid when the lcs<« 
was first put into his hands. On anj' new grants of ground oi_ 
additional or new buildings he may be permitted to collect ground rrot 
accor^ng to any new rate of which notice must bo given to the in- 
habitants by publication. The inhabitants must also be acquainted that 
they will be supported ther^ by this .Government which is boimd to 
protect them from imposition. We further totaliy disallow any right 
m the farmer to grant eznlusive licenses for the vending of any neces- 
saries. It is therefore resolved to suppress the shops complained of by 
the inhabitants as licensed by the farmer for selling the necessaries of 
life and to give notice that all persons will have free liberty to open 
shops if they observe the nsrral forms of this Govenrment. The several 
papers on this subject and the lease aru entered after this Consultation 
and mnst be particularly rroticed to the Honourable Company and their 
advice and the opinion of Counsel requested thereon,® 

That the outlay on tire Hornby Vellard or Malabdr Breach between 
1720 and 1740 resnlted in the redemption of a large area of land 
appears by an entry in a Consultation of the 13th October 1747 : The 
account produce of batty grounds out of Malabdr Breach for pension 
for 1746 amounted to Rs. 917-1-67 ; and the account produce of 
batty grounds out of Malabdr Breach within the district of Mdbim 
for 1746, amounted to Rs. 708-2-0.* 

On Sesame subject on the ISth October 1747 the Boaid received the 
following letter from Mr. Byfeld the Collector : The annual rent of 
batty groun^ of the Breach for 113,167 bargds is at 

present only Rs. 1623-3-67 ; the fixed rent when the sluices were first 
made having been continued to this time without any valuation. If 


> Pub, Diary 76 of 1779, S87. 

* Pub. Diary 76 of 1779. 634 >635. Forrest's Home Scries, II. 245 - 250. 

* Pub, Diaiy 20 of 1747, 370. 



Materials.] 


AND ISLAND. 


447 


the Honourable Companj’' will be at the espense o£ two small sluices 
moTe,^wbich indeed are greatly wanted to carry off the back water, 
the rental will increase annually neir Rs. 1100, as that part of tlie 
batty grounds null tlicn bo of equal value to anj’^ adjacent thereto 
wliich lets out from res 6 to 8, whereas those now occupied pay only 
res 4 and 6 a bart/a. This difference in rent amounts to only 
Rs. 748-5-12 which with 22,824 bargas tliat will be gained by the 
waters^ being drained off and let out at 6 res a barga make the 
above increase.* 

On Mr. Bj'foM’s letter a Consultation of the 5th February 1748 
records ; As making two small sluices for carrj’ing off the back water 
from the battj' grounds recovered out of the Breach is represented b}'^tho 
Collector in his letter dated the 13th October 1747 to be much wanted, 
and as this will be a means of increasing tlie rent of tliosc grounds near 
Rs. llOO^nnually, resolved tliat the sluices be immediatel}' set about 
the cost being computed at Rs. 3500.' 

At a Consultation of the ISth March 1748 tlie Collector of rents 
and revenues represents that the Kunbis of tlie \nllngo of Paral have 
for many years been 48 miidds hphards 3 adkolis 1 ser of batty behind 
with their toica or payment in Idnd. Their evasive cvcuscs satisfy tiie 
Collector that rigorous means should be taken to recover the out- 
standings. The Board ordered that on Saturday next such parts of the 
Corunbis^ (Kunbis^) estates be sold at public outcry as will sufficiently 
disclhaTgc their respective debts. Of this the Secretary is directed to issue 
public notice.® 

A Consultation of the 18th January 1751 records: Having groat 
reason to believe tliat both the Honourable Company's batty grounds 
and salt pans will rent for more mone]' than they annually produce, 
resolved to try wliat they will rent for at auction. If the auction 
produces more tliau tire medium rents of tlie last fourteen j-ears they 
should Ijc let to the liighcst bidder. The unoccupied grounds saved out 
of the 13rcach and Malabdr hill, wliich last at present produces only 
about Rs. 1(50 a year, should also be put to auction. Of tliis the Secretary 
is directed to give proper notice.* 

In accordance wUli tliis decision a Consultation of the 15th 
February 1751 records ; The Honourable Companj-'s batty grounds in 
the disti-ict of Parol were put up for a term of seven years at Rs. 2000 
a year. None bidding tliercon so much as they produce the Honour- 
able Comp.any annually, the renting tliem out is deferred till the 26th 
instant. It is agreed to put them again to auction along vvith the 
passage boats of Aliihim Sion and Bombay, and the unoccupied waste 
ground recovered from the Breach.® 

Accordingly on the 2Ctli Februarj' the batty grounds were put to 
auction on “the follou-ing terms : (1) That the farm be let for seven 
3 'ears commencing from Ist June 1751 to tlio SlstMay 1758 } (2) That 
the farmer pays the rent in two equal instalments one in the end of 
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> Pub. Diary 20 of 1747, 371. ® Pnb. Diary 21 of 1748, 40-41. 

» Pab. Diary 21 of 1748, 90. * Pub. Dinrj- 24 of 1751, 22. 

‘Pub. DJarr 24 of 17 51, 50. 
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Febniaiy, the other on the 31st May; (3) That the fanner shall collect , 
from the JKnnbis the usual toka for the ground they shall occupy in 
the same manner the Honoumblc Company used to do and also all Ak , 
usual customs and small tributes ; (4) That in consideraidon of the rent 
he pays to the Honomrable Company the farmer shall be empowered to 
make what improvements he can and have the benefit thereof during his 
loa cA as likewise of tlie grrass and all sorts of fruit aud other trees thit 
are in the villages ; (5) That if any disputes arise between the Knnlis 
and the farmer, the farmer may apply to the Collector who will giuj 
his assistance and decide the same ; (6) That to recover from sudi ’ 
Kunbis as are in the Honourable Company’s debt the farmer 
take what part he can aud pay the same to the Collector who will aho 
give the farmer his assistance in recovering his due from the Corunras 
if any be remiss in paying it ; (7) That at the expiry of the lease the 
farmer is to leave the farm in as good a condition as he receiygs itor to 
make good the difEerence on a regular survey taken Loth now and at the 
expiration of the lease. Then the following batty grounds in the Mvew 
districts were put up separately and fanned out as undennentioned, 


namely 


Batty grounds in the district of Pni'cl rented by JRumeet 
Gambdset and Manoel Baratto 
Batty grounds in the district of Sion rented by Captain 
James Sterling ... _ ... , .>• 

Batty gronnds in the distnot ofDhnrfin rented hy Joseph 
B’Souza at ... .*• ' ... ••• 

Batty grounds in the district of Matmiga with the 
Paoliaries of Foras and Gomarry rented by Bhiku 
Sinay Newrekar 

Batty grounds in the district of VadtfJa with the Hill 
Jnrady rented by Manoel Baretto 
Batty grounds in the district of Nagaon rented by Am 
Tacour (Am Thstkur) and Eanga Dalvi 
Baity grounds in the district of Bomancnley and 
Coltera rented by BayrSmji Limji and SiTmji Ndik ... 
JJntty grounds in Mdhim Kasba with Warli rented by 
Vithal Jtfnoji and Jrtnoji Sivji 


Honas 
a Year 

S605 

'1300 

273 


1006 

1761 

982 

530 

144 


Total ... 9660 

In a letter of tlie 4 th Mardi 1752, paragraph 81, the Court appv^c 
the method of letting out batty grounds on rent for a certain numwr 
of years. They write : We approve of yonr letting out on rent lor 
a certain number of years the l^tty grounds and salt pans, as likcivise 
the Bombay and Mdbim Passage Boats, as we agree with yo^i m 
opinion tliat it will be an advantage to our revenue.” 

At a Consultation of tlie 16 th January 1753 tlie following petition 
from Ramji Parvu is read ; Yonr petitioner, an old servant to the 
Hononrable Company, mth humble submission, represents^ to your 
Honour that there was a piece of ground by the Church Glate without the 
Town Wall producing no rent to the Honourable Company whidi 
your petitioner took on condition of paying them a certain pension. 


> Pub. Diary 24 of 1 751, 57 -69. 

3 Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Yol. 4 of 1752- 1756, 14. 
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Iho converting of Uiis waste into batty grounds cost him nonr 
Pb. 1200 besides his and son's labour. When the said rice grounds 
were brought to i)crfeetion they were so desti‘ 03 '^ed by making the 
Tonm Ditch, tliat to his great prejudice your petitioner ontu’ely lost 
the use of them and lilrcwisc of the crop*for that j'^ear which would have 
been good. The Kunbis that used to cultivate the some will testify 
what was the produce of those hattty grounds and will declare it under 
their oaths if j'our Honour pleases to order the vercadores and mhdfdrds 
of this place to enquire into the matter. Your petitioner most humbly 
begs your Honour will, out of your compassion to the petitioner and his 
familj'' which consists of about tu'enty people, give in return for tlie 
said ground a lucce of oart that Is new planted situated in the Packary 
Valem which produces nothing to the Honourable Company who are at an 
annual expense as the cocoauut trees are very j'oung and will not bear 
fruits for five }’ears more. Your petitioner will by his labour and industry 
cndeavoiu: to make these trees produce something that may suffice to 
support himself and family. Your petitioner therefore hopes your 
Honour will lie pleased to order the said vereadores and mkdiards to 
inako a valuation of the said plantation and likewise of the rent of the 
said rice gi'ouuds. In case the said rice grounds should be of more value 
than tiro said oart, then let tliem value the said rice grounds that are 
near the oart to make an equivalent. Similarly should the valuation 
be less j’our petitioner promises to make good the overplus. Your 
Honoui"’6 compliance with this request will be deemed a great favour. 
Therefore please to give orders to the r^ereadorcs and mhdtdrds to this 
purpose. 

(Jn reading the above petition tlie Board at the same Consultation, 
the 1 6th January' 1753, ordered the Collector to take a survey and report 
on the extent value and ^'carly produce of the said lico lands and the 
oart. The Collector thereupon enclosed the original order and survey 
of the lands ordered bj' the President Stephen Ijaw in 1740. That 
report i;un6 : 

On the 9th September 1740 the Honourable Stephen Law President 
ordered the vereadotes and mhdtdrds of Bombay to make a valuation 
of the grounds and plantation mentioned in this petition and report the 
same. A week later (15th September 1740) the voreadores report: 
All the improvement j'our petitioner Rdmji Parvu has^^ made on the 
ground \vithout the town wall from the Tarvary of Apd-ji Naik to the 
houses where tlie Portuguese soldiers lived, wo value at Ks. 525 
reckoning the rent of tlie said ground at 3 J mudd^ of batty. We also 
value the other ground that was annexed to tlie said grounds at Rs. 18f 
amounting in all to Rs. 548f. We likewise value the oart Valloury 
belonging to the Honourable Company situated in tho jurisdiction of 
Mazgaon in tho Packary Vallom containing at present four cocoanut 
trees bearing fruit, six branched out, 13 not bi-anehed out, 89 pefora, 
123 transplanted, 27 to be transplanted, 8 brab trees, and 56 vacant places 
for Rs. 235. The wheels of the said oart with their praparal'- 
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valued by. Ragliuji carpenter for Hs. 4S and the -well vnUi paving stone, 
gutter, and chunam valued by Kfiluji bricklayer for 116.148, amounting 
in all to Ks. 426. We have also valued the batty grounds of- the 
rent of 2 muilda and 11 pharas oi batty that is near the said cart 
belonging to the Honourable Company for Es. 307 ivliich withtheotha 
amounts to Es. 733. We made this valuation of the said oart on- the 
condition vre 6nd it in at present except tlie difference between nee 
ground and oart. Your Honour please to order as your Honour sheU 
seem meet. 

After consideration iltc Board resolved that the Collector be directed 
to order the vcreadorcs to mark off such of the rice lands belonging to 
the Honourable Company situated near Maucalla tank as may produce 
3 mudds lO jyltarda of rice valued at Es, 541^^ being the outturn of the 
land taken from Ramji Parvu at the making of the Bombay ditch.' 

At a Consultation, the 12th July 1757, the Board read the following 
representation from the native inliabitants of Bombay : That, as' is 
well knonm to liave often been the case in former years, the inhalnt 
ants of this island may not suffer the want of rice, tiiey pray tfic 
Government tb appoint proper warehouses for holdii^ about 3000 o 
4000 mudds iu order to supply them iu the rain time when there i 
a great scarcity. By this means the people’s wants will be relieve 
and the Honourable Companj' mil not incur the diarges that will ari's 
on the said rieo, and tlie rice agents or kacherds will ba compelled >t 
dispose of it in potty sales for such a price as the Governor and Cound 
shall think proper.® 

At tlie sauie Consnltation (the 12th July 1757) the Boai'drcad tt 
following representation fi’om the native ii^abitants of Bombay: T1 
salt farmers sell tlioir salt to the merchants who carry it into shibaJ 
or large coasting vessels at Es. 00 and Es. 80 the rds. By this the loc 
consumer suffers a great deal, because the said farmer sells at one pi( 
tlie adholi which comes to about Es, 203 the rds. The subject nc 
only suffers tliis loss, but also loses a day or two in gefcting^tlie sal 
When the consumer goes to get the salt, the farmer says it is not i 
the warehouse and when they go the next day , the assistant is nc 
there. At length after a great deal of trouble _ tliey get supplied wit 
salt mixed with earth. Furthermore the subject must pay the hii 
for carrying it to their houses,, and, after getting it home, they fin 
upon examination the quantity received to be less than tdiat paid fo 
The Corunbis used formerly always to bring good salt which th{ 
canned from door to door and sold much cheaper. At the beginnin 
of this present salt farm, the farmers began to sell their salt at one pi 
the adhoU. On this complaint was made to Mr. L. Sulivan the 
Collector who ordered them to sell it as usual. This order ws 
continued whilst Mr. Bulivan was Collector, but now thoj’ do not sbo 
any obedience thereto. Wheiefore the subject hege the paid oustoj 
may agaiu be renewed and. observed.® 
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A£ici‘ psruEal o£ tte above petition ijbe Board observe : As we are 
fliorong'bly sensible that the subjects frequently experience g^nat liard- 
ships from a sudden rise or scarcity of grain, because, notwithstanding 
our utmost care for obliging the kackerds to have a proper supply 
always by them they neglect to provide a sufficiency when the price 
is moderate. Resolved tliat we appoint a committee in the month of 
September to concert the most proper measures for buying and 
constantly keeping a sufficient quanrity of batty on om- Masters’ 
account for the relief and support of the inhabitants in geneial. 
Meanwhile that the warehouse-keepei* inquire and report what ware- 
houses may be rented for depositing the rice and how much the 
Honourable Company’s rice warehouses and those already hired will 
contain.^. 

Two weeks later at a Consultation, tlio 26th July 1757, the Board 
reperused the representation against the salt farmers delivered the I2th 
instant by the native inhabitants. On inference the Board observe : 
We find that all the particulars they complain of arc not expressly 
provided against. We think the salt farmers have too great an 
indulgence in being allowed to sell salt for the most they can get, and 
resolve to remedy this inconvenience on renewing the lease in May 
next.® 

At a Consultation, the 2nd August 1 757, the Board read the follow- 
ing report oi^ batty warehouses from the warehouse-keepsr dated 0nd 
August il7 57; In compliance toUi an order from the Boaid, lam 
now to report the number of warehouses the Honourable Company have 
suited to receive batty. They are eight in all. Of these five of their 
own in the carpenters’ yard contain mudds 2000, one at the old Mdudvi 
'within the walls mudas 700, and two belonging to Banebod K^mdti 
within the walls which the Company rent at Rs. 17 a month, mttdds 
1200.S 

After reading the above report the Board observe : We are of 
opinion the above quantity of 3900 rwadns will be sufficient to lay in 
for supplying the inhabitants at least till we can rent or build other 
warehouses. As it is necessary at this juncture that all the grain 
upon the island should be lodged within the walls, ordered that the 
Bombay and Mdhim Ou'.tom Masters procure the most exact accounts 
possible of all grain within their respective districts and in what houses 
or with whom it is at present lodged and make their reports thereof 
to the Board.* 

At a Consultation of the 28rd August 1757, the Board read the 
follorving report of the same date from the Bombay Customs Master 
containing the following abstract of the report of grain within the 
districts of Bombay : Batty, mudds 1601 ; Rice, khandis 802 ; Ddl, 
hhandis 280,- "Wlieat, IchandU 853; Mug, kliandis 122; Gram, 
khandislT? ; TJdid, Mandis 33; Ydl, khandis 2 } Vfitana, hhandis 2; 
Ndchni, khandis 1 ; and Math, khandia 21. 
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At tlie same Consullation they read the following report from the 
IMifhim Onstoms IMaster, (latcd'20tii Angnst 1757 : I have, agreeable 
to your Honour’fl orders, taken an exact acconnt of tlie qu^tity of 
gnain. The corresponding figures for Mdhim, Sion, Sun, Warlijand 
the several villages tvitlim that circuit w'ere: Batty, mitdas 690j 
Rice, Is/iaufl is SO; N/Schni, mudds 8j TlTicat, hhandie 60 j Gram, 
hhandin 13 ; Ddl, khandis 12.* 

A Consultation of tlic 15th December 1780 records for the whole 
batty grounds a total outturn of 3-lrll nmdds of which 1067 were 
in tlic district of Bombay and 2344 in Mdhim. The follomng fahle 
gives the details- : 


Ballff Otttliirn in Bombay and JUdfiim, 1780 m 


L&ncl. 

District. 

STtildr. 

FiuandSn* . . 

sss 

j Dombnr ... 
t Mlhim ... 

... 

107 

300 

M4z;taoii ... 


Bonilmy ... 

. . 

•v 

C4 

M4hln, 




814 

Suit Ibttr, 14 

... 

1 BombM* ... 

1 Mihlm ... 



Do. U rei ... .~ 

... 

r Bombay 
iMiihlm 


SID 

250 

Do. i) ret s • s** 


/Dombay ... 
t.JUhlm 

•• 

74 

SIS 

Total 

... 

/Bombay 
\lUMm ,» 

MS 

IW 

2344 

Grant) Total 

•• 


Sill 


On the 16tli July 1745 the diary of the Court of Oyer and Terminer 
records : Hie Sheriff laying before the Bendi his account cun-ent. with 
the County, whereby it appearing tliat the county is in an’ears, it is 
tViercioTC graulcd that tho iahabitauts be assessed 1^. 2000 to pay off 
the debts and to defray the usual cliarges.® 

In their letter of the 25th jPehmary 1747, paragraph 69, the Court 
■WTitc ; iVc do not think it reasonable the merchants should pay 
customs or duties on goods that are not landed, nor that they bo any 
longer charged for the town ditch or wall as their engagements upon 
those heads are fully complied ivith.* 

In the same letter, paragraph 60, the Court fiuthor ivTite: 
Obliging the mcrcliants to pay their customs every month, may put 
some of them to difficulties, as they used to make thcii’ accounts up 
quarterly. You will do well to reconsider this affair, concerting the 
proper measures both to secure our duties and to ease the merchants, 
seeing to it at the some time that the Custom Master makes reg^ular 
payments into our trensu^, as tho money comes into his bands.^ 


I Pub. 30 ot 1767, 327. = Pub. Diniy 77 of 1780, SSI. 

J Diaiy of the Co^ of Ojror and Terminer Vol. 1 J 9 of 1743 - 1745, 61. 
* Pub, Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 3 of 1742 - 1761, 141, 

6 Pub. Dop. Court’s Letters Vol. 3 of 1742 • 1761, 141, 
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In reply the Bombay Government on the 5th November 1748 
'write'; We shall comply with the orders for not charging^ customs 
on goods that are not lauded. But we heg leave to observe that as 
the merchants who trade in shibars are seldom if ever owners of 
such shibarsj they will often agree with merchants at Jambusar 
and other ports to the northward, more especially where your 
Sonours have no factory for their cargoes, and by that means 
deprive you of the duties here which on account of afiording them 
convoy occasionally from hence we judged they ought to pay. 
However your Honours’ orders as .above recited shall be obeyed. 
Further there was such great difficulty and trouble in getting the 
customs quarterly or even monthly that before the receipt of your 
orders by Ot^ord we judged it both for the security of your duties 
and the ease of the merchants to order the customs to be collected 
as the goods were carried away, as small sums they easily pay ; 
but when it came to any considerable amount they were always 
backward in payment. As long ns any of us have sat at this Board 
the money received by the custom master has been regularly paid 
into your treasury.^ 

In a letter of the 4th Mareli 1752, paragraph 84, the Court order 
the levy of a special one per cent duty. They write : Wo accordingly 
order and direct that a duty of one per cent over and above all other 
duties be levied and paid to the Company on the value of all goods, 
•wares, and merchandizes whatsoever (treasure excepted) imported and 
exported at Bombay and Surat in ships hired of the Company and in 
all country ships and vessels whatsoever that are entitled to onr pro- 
tection and wear English colours. But ■with this pro'riso that you do 
not levy the said duty on shibars galivats and boats that supply the 
island of Bombay -with timber, wood, fruit, grain, cattle, or provisions 
of any kind from the adjacent rivers and countries.® 

On the 15th March 1756, Government write to the Court ; Mr. 
Thomas Byfeld desiring our opinion whether any customs should 
be charged on arrack sugar and other articles imported on the 
Hardwicke store-ship from Batavia for His Majesty’s service or on 
the prize goods found at Gheria, we judged customs should not be 
*bharged on the former os wo understand your servants at Fort 
St. George have not done it, nor on the latter as they are become 
the property of the captors employed in His Majesty’s and your 
Honours’ service which Ave therefore hope will not be disapproved.® 

At a Consultation of the 3rd January 1758 the Board after taking 
into consideration the reimbursement of the charges on fortifications 
and other works passed the following ordere : Our Masters having for 
some been at a prodigious expense in increasing the fortifications 
and other works on this island for the security of the inhabitants in 
general, a contributing tOAvards reimbursing the cost is taken into 
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> Pull. Dep. Letters to tho Court Vol. 1 of 1746 - 1740, 152 - IBS. „ . „ , , 

* Pub. Dep. Court’s Xicttcrs Vol. 4 of 1752 - 1766, 16. Comp, of Standing Ora. Voi. 1 
of 1716 - 1721, 160. 

» Pub. Dcp. Court’s Letters Vol. 4 of l756-57y7C. 
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consideration. being judged highly reasonable, resolved that the 

Bombay and Mdhim Customs Masters levy an additional duty oE one per 
cent on the imports and exports, and that the Collector oC the rents and 
revenues likewise collect a tax on the produce o£ all the landed estates 
belonging to tlic inhabitants of this island at the rate of two shillings 
to the pound on the samo account, to take place from the furst instant 
and to be continued till further orders.^ 

At a Consultation of the 2lBt Fcbmary 1758 tlic Board read a 
representation from the fazand&rs of Bombay and Aldhim making 
several idle objections to the complying with a notification issued 
under the 31st ultimo, requiring them to render the Collector anaccount 
of the annual produce of their lands, in order for his Icv^dng the tax 
laid on them, towards reimbursing om* Honourable Masters the great 
expense that will be incuiTcd by completing the intended additional 
forafications of this island, conformable to our Besolution of the Srd 
ultimo. Ordered therefore that tlie Collector signify to them if they 
do not show due obedience thereto, that we sliall put a valuation on 
them.® 

On the 20th Jamuuy 1759 the Collector reports : In obedience to 
your Honour’s commands of the Srd Jaunary 1758 for colleotmga 
tax of ten per cent on all landed estates belonging to the inbabitants 
of this island, notice was immediately given for delivering into the 
Colleotoi’’6 office a particular account and exact estimate thereof. A 
few months afterwards the accounts Nos. 1 and 3 wero received hat 
as on inquiry the estates therein mentioned appeared to me to be 
considerably undervalued I directed the vereadores and some of the 
principal ^anddrs to inspect and consider these accounts carefully 
and to deliver me their opinions thereon which they accordingly did on 
the 19th and 2Snd ultimo as per reports Nos. 3 and 4. Your Honour 
will please to observe the net amount of these estates is Bs. 77,098-1-53 
inst^d of Bs. 58,263-1-40. On the former of these sums T propose 
with your Honour’s approbation to collect the tax you were pleased to 
direct.® 

At a Consultation of the 6th February 1759 the Board resolved that 
tlie tax of ton per cent laid on -flie Srd January 1768 be collected on all 
landed estates belonging to tlie inhabitants of this island according to* 
the vereadores' reports Nos. 3 and 4, abstract of whicli follows this 
Consultation amounting to Bs. 77,098-1-63. An^ tliattlie Collector 
require such persons as lave not yet delivered a oalculato of their lan^ 
to do it by a certain limited time and levy a suitable fine in case, of 
their non-compliance by that term. Also observing that Bilmsct 
Gumb&set and some other substantial people pretend that the charges 
on their estates exceed the profits, we would have the Collector call on 
them to assign the reasons of it. The following is an abstract of the 
^nual produce of the lan^d estates belonging to the inliabitants at 
Bombay and Mfihim, 1759*; 


* Pub. Diory 31 of 1758, 3. 

’ Pub. IMsry 32 of 1769, 93- 04. 
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Pub. Diary 31 of 1768, 141. 
Pub. Diary 32 of 1769, 89, 96. 
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Land Produce, Porntmt/ and JUiihim, J7o9. 


DUtrlct, 

I*BoriiraTOB<i* Account. 

Versa dobbb* nsroBT. 

Annual Kent. 

ChiT|je«, 

Not Rcni«ilii. 

Annual Rent. 


Not Remain. 

Xlom1>ay ... 
Sahfiii 

q. r. 

1 7 

1 2<1 ! 

Jtt. «i. r. 
ai,:tS3 0 07 

S 81 

R<. q. r. 
ni»?07 1 G5 

sd.riss n 

q. r. 
47,430 » in 
42,00'> 3 7 

n*. tj. r. 
5307 0 aoi 
70il 2 17 

K». q. r. 
11.013 3 721 
35,181 1 81' 

Told 

ioo,ii;7 e as | 


&3,203 1 -to 

E0.4Sa 3 0 

13,501 2 3Ti 

77,003 1 S3) 


Jn a letter of tlic 25th April 1759, parag^ph 106, the Court approve 
the stop taken by tlie Doard in Icvjdng an additional duty. Thej'^ write : 
It is extremely pleasing to us that you have shewn such true attention 
to oiir interest in lajdng additional duties and taxes on the inhabitants, 
thereby rclic\-ing us in some degree of the burthen we cheerfully bear 
to put the island in a state of seciirity. We applaud your conduct, 
and have pointed ont this commendable examine to our Presidency at 
Calcutta, who liave never once considered the equitable right we have to 
such a.«:sistance. ^ 

At a Consultation of the 7 th October 1760, the Board" order ; 
The Collector reports that in the vereadores* calculate of the tax laid 
on landed estates there appear some dwelling houses and oarts appro- 
liriated to charitable rises. That on petition of the proprietors of the 
said houses for relief setting forth that no others paid the tax on their 
dwelling houses, the voreadoros were ordered by the Collector to 
re-examine the same. They reported that the said houses and oarts 
were included by mistake and that no tax ought to bo levied on them 
according to the tenonr of our orders of the 3rd January 1758. The 
same is now laid before us. The Collector is ordered not to charge the 
tax on the houses and oarts referred to.- 

Regarding provision against evading Uio customs duties on the 19th 
February 1766 Government write to the Court; On the IGth July 
(1765; tiie Bombay customs master delivered us a letter setting forth 
a great loss which your Honours sustained by merchants purchasing 
cotton .at Jambusar instead of Surat and afterwards landing it here 
for expoidiation so that they evaded paying the duties at Surat. In 
order to prevent the same we have determined that all goods coming 
from the northward, notwithstanding tho^' may be landed for exporta- 
tion, shall p.ay the usual duties unless they can produce a cerlilicate of 
their having paid them at Surat and the duty on cotton to be leined 
agreeable to its valuation there. The custom master likewise com- 
plained of the southern traders proceeding directly to the northern 
ports without landing any part of their cargo here bj' which means 
they pay no customs although they enjoy the beneiit of convoy and 
every other advantage in common with the merchants trading under 
your jirotection. In order effectually to prevent this we ordered him 
lo oblige all merchants not under your protection bound from the 
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* Pull. Dep. Court's betters Vol. 5 of 1757 -17GI, 188. 

- Pol). Diary 33 of 1700. 730. Xho word ‘ not' seems omitted in the Diary “J' 
sii-bt. Tlip fact* of ronnsbion is proved liy au entry in tho Collector’s yearly Sent and. 
I’cvenue Accounts for 1759- I7GI Vol. 6 pages 48 and 57, 
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ROiilhom to the northern ports and who came in here for the hcnefit o£ 
convoy, to deliver in an .accotint of their cargo npon their arrival On 
tins cargo Iho Collector is ordered to levy the duties valuing the 
same ten per cent under the tnurlcol price. Ho is lilccwisc ordered to 
observe the same rule with resiwcl to nil mcrehnnts under your protec- 
tion wlio maj' proceed to the northw.ard without landing their good?' 
at Surat. But rnich as declare their intention of proceeding to Snial 
and landing their goofis there, are exempted from this rule. All this 
we hope your Honours will approve and lilcowiFC car having made it a 
standing rule to levy customs on all goods imported and remaining 
unFold llio 31 bI July every year nt the market price the rcspectiTC 
goods may then hear.* 

In reply on tho4th April 1767, paragraph 86, the Court write: ’ 
The new regulations you made tlie I6tl» of .fuly which appear on yonr 
Consultations Fccm ^Iculalcd for our ndvanUige^ in increasing the 
customs and wo think cannot 1» deemed a hardship on the merchants 
wlio ought not to have the protection of convoys without our being 
benefited by it.* 

Touching theso regulations on the iSth April 1768 Gorarnment 
farther intimate to the Court : In order ns much ns pos-Filjlc to make 
the regulations approved by your Honours in the 8Gth para of yp»P 
commands of tho^ -ith April last answer the propoced^ end of preventing 
your being deprived of cimtoms on goods belonging to merchants 
trading under your protection, we have ordered them constantly to 
fonvnm to Surat lists of all goods sent thither whicli do not py . 
customs hero that the Clucf and Connoil may recover the same there. 
And we directed them in the like manner to tran-emit us an account of 
any goods which come liere ’under convoy from the bar whether the 
vcFFcls on which they are laden are consi^ed here or not and have not 
been entered or jiaid customs at ourLattr* (that is customhouse). Tins 
they have promised to comply witli and havo issued such orders in 
consequence as we flatter ourselves will more effectually prevent any 
goods wluilcvcr passing witliout papng cuBtoms either at Surat or this 
place.® 

On the 3rd Dcecmljer 1770 Bomliay w'rites to tho Court : Ilaving 
the greatest reason to believe notwithstanding tho regulations of the 
28th August 1705 and 19th February 1768 that your Honours arc 
considerably defrauded in your customs by goods from tho northward 
ports not papng customs at Surat under pretence of their bmng 
intended for Bombaj', we, in order to prevent tho same in future, 
gave the CliicE ana Council of Snrat orders to require the owners of all 
goods trading under your protection to render a true and faithful 
account to the Surat Iiatty blaster of all such goods as ivero brought 
from the northern ports to the Surat bar and designed for this place 
or any port to the southward of Bombay. On all such goods except 
gram oil and gin they wore directed to collect full duties in Surat and 


2®^' to the Court Vol. of 1700, 66-67. 
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fo jrmni thf* prniuiclor-^ oortilionto's llieivoC mul to ohlifro lliem lo 
cimfomi to tl>i« roiinlntion. Wo fiirllior oixloivsl that all promts not s-o 
cntouvl FlmuUl 1 >. contUcatoJ siml slriclly onleroil llie coinmandcrs of 
tho cnur.or.-s, on juin of forfoifin<r the porv'iee, not to InK-o anj' Iwat.s 
under convoy nnic-:? they produced a c-lcaranco hy the Latty 

Master at Snral. In constviucricc of thc«<* recohition'S! n-c on the 28f'h 
•Sep(eml>er reecivivl a petition from the incrchant-s tnulin" to tlic nortli- 
ivanl .n'lluifr furtli the ^roat hai-d^hip they wore thereby snbicctcil to 
and cnrnc‘-tJy recpic.stiiifr we would remove the same'. It was then 
fib->erve-l that the inerehant.s cxaoocrah'd in their i)ctition hr afscrtiii'i- 
Ih'-y wcjv ohliind to land their £rood« at Surat whielt is JjV no means 
ihf r.isc. Xolwilh'tamliti;' this, a« the principal articles from (Ijc 
nortliward were cotton and inccc-<;owls and the ntlicr-s "i-ain oil 
and otlior ne<ve--.arics the importation of which last should i-ather be 
encournsjod here, wc delennincd that the rule reejuirin^a Sumt customs 
certificate slixtild extend only to Iwats laden with cotton and 2uece- 
•rooils and "-.ivc orders that the propiietors should In; detained as little 
time as po.sviblc for their certificates. Mven this conce.ssi«ii did not 
satisfy the mereliants. On the 22nd ultimo the i-uetom master 
adihx-sswl »is a letter onclo-ins another petition from the merchants 
repe.itini; their complaints and carne-tly entreating' the regulation 
niij'hl Is* aboli'-hiHl. 'IVi this we thonj;hl it jiroiH'r to a^rcc At the 
s-.inie time that your j-cvenno mifjht not snlltT we onleicd a duty of six 
jn’r cent to lie collected <111 all such ijoisls from the nortliward as could 
not pvf duee a certifii-ate of their ha\mt' jv.iid full duties at Sunil nnd 
til" I'resldenl'.s consulaire of two per cent to ho deducted therefrom. 
Ijixm this ot-easiou wc took into consideration wheth.or it would not ho 
.a means of inere-isiiifr the eustoms hoth here and ut Surat that instead 
of colleetinij Ji i-oiisjiJ.-iirf. f,f t »vo jjcr rent only at Sural, one of one jier 
c.-nt should Ih! esialilishfsl at l»oth pl.at-es, and the customs here made 
f jual t<i iho'C at Sunif , namely mx i>i’r ci>nl of which five jvr cent In 
•JO to vour Honours and one ]>er cent to the CJnvi'rnor for the lime 
l»"in:'.* Ily this- nienn« thon‘'li your Honours will mteivo a half jvr 
ci'iiiric'-s r.’t tills place than you do at iircscnl you will icceivc one jier 
<‘ent mon' .'it Surat. And beiiifr of ojiinion this regulation would not 
onlv iiuwiso your custom lovcnuc but the •^•iieUil trade of the port 
ami liken jset-a'lisfvtlic iiiereluiuts, and the President, for these rcasoin: 
and iiccause the iiilerost of his Kmjdoyersaiul that of his own would in 
. future be jierfectlv reciprocal Avhicli they were not hcforc, acipucscine: 
a-, far as it iifTeetcd his emolument of «-onsul.aE:c we af'rcod thereto ami 
ordered it to lic earned into oxcciiHon until a our pleasure woiijd Iw 
sifrnified to tr.s reojirdin" if. We therefore rcipicst to he favoured 
tlmrewith and as a compensation to the merchants for the im*rca.se here, 
no duties are to lx* rolleetcil at one plaw that can pi-udiicc certific:itcs 
of their having paid customs at the other.* 

In replv, on thol2lh .Time 1771 (p.-iragraplis <11-12) the Court write: 
In n*speoi to tlic alteration you nwdein the cn.sinms u.snally eollccled at. 
Surat and llomlwy avc shall hero oliscrve that it hy no. inean.s carries? 
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wUh il that appearance of advantage which might justify the ahotisliiiig 
a mode wliich liad continued for a great tiiimljer of years and seolncd 
Iherehy to acquire the right of prescription* for though tliis innovation 
may Ikj calculated for the benefit of the Presidency wo cannot hut 
behove it W'ill 1)0 proportionably detrimental to the revenue at Surai. 
We shall enter more fully on tliis subject when by the receipt of 
your Contulhilions wo shall be enabled to investigate the causes of 
so material a cluinge in our established customs. In the meantime we 
cannot avoid declaring tliat we arc not only far from being convinced 
of the propriety of the measure itself but liighly displeased at yonr 
having delcrminctl thereon without waiting for onr decision in a point 
of this natnie, and wc mnst further observe tliat yonr referring to ns 
a measure already adopted by 5 ’ou has more the appearance of a con- 
sciousness of tlio impropriety' of yonr conduct tlnm a deference to onr 
authority.' 

At a Consultation the 8th January 177l the Bombay Custom Master 
lays Ix'forc the Board the account customs collected for the moUth of ‘ 
•Tufy together with the ahstmet of eiiafoms colfceted from the fst 
August 1760 to the 31st July 1770. Tlie Custom Master acquaints 
the Board these accoimts would liavc been given in much sooner had ho 
licon able to collect the amount. Even now the sum of Bs. 8937-2-27 
Is still outstanding from two merchants lately &ilcdj whoso effects are 
now under attachment. Aftcr^ considcintion it is resolved, in order 
most effectually to obvjato the like delay' in fnhirc, that both custom 
maslcre Iks peremptorily ordered to collect the full amount of customs 
wliich may' bo duo once every three months from all Eurojicans as well 
as country merchants without distinction^ and on no account to permit 
of longer time. Should any' one fail to comply' the Custom blaster is 
to stop any goods such person inay' afterivands import, be him wliosoever, 
until the amount he may owe is duly discharged.® 

At a Consultation of the 23rd April 177 1 the Board took into 
cousidcration certain abuses in coilouting tlio customs. Tlicy 
received the follon-ing letter from Mr. 'William Shaw' ; As boo*i 'as I 
had the honour to he appointed Custom Waster, I made it my' study 
narrmvly to inquire into the cause of the late decrease in tlmt branch 
of Ibc Honourable ComiKiny's revenues. Understanding from the late 
Custom hfastcr and others that the decrease in a great measure proceeded 
from an illicit practice of i-unning goods from the vessels in the harbour 
to Thana and other adjacent ports, I proposed to tlio Board that a 
certain number of boats should be constantly' employed to ' cruize 
within the harbour and among the shipping to prevent such practice. 
This WM accordingly done and will, I hope, he productive of all the 
good effects intended. It is universally reported, and there is the 
greatest cause to believe fliat many valuablo effects pass the Custom 
House under the denomipalaon of esciitoii-es and trunks of wearing 
apparel and other nec^sanes. I propose that in future every thing of 
this kind without distinction be examined at the Custom House and 


» VvCb. Dcp. Court’s T.ettcrs Vol. Sof JTfiO.iTn om oiio 
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llial a Fccoiid .osFiKl.aiil 1)e nominated to attend .at llio New Landtar for 
tliis .and othor good inirpoFOs^ and that proper inspectors of some 
ropntntion Ijc also ai>))ohilcd under the custom master witli some fees 
and allowances to encourage them to lie vciw careful in the discharge of 
their duties. If the Hoard thinks jirojHir likewise to direct tliat every 
vessel coining into port, should, as in Jinrojic, he obliged iinmodiatoly 
on arrival to give in a just and jiarticular account or manifest of 
their c.nrgoc.s to the Custom House under p-ain of confiscation it inigtit 
liayc a vorj" .salutary .and hajipy effect.' On this the Board observe : 
^Vith respect to tJie lirst part of this letter the Board remark tlwt 
cm]ilaying guard boats in the manner Mr. Sliaw mcntion.s in hi.s letter 
liad fi-equcnlly been in .agit.ation and was one of the points recommended 
hj’ the Late Pi-osideht tlio lionourablo Thomas Hodges (1707-1771) to 
the consideration of the rest of the members at the time tlio late President 
could not attend through indisposition. It was in couscijuonce of that 
recommendation and not on Mr. Shaw’s proposal that llie same was 
ordered to bo c.arried into execution. As the other points in ilr. 
Shaw’s letter appear to us eilculatcd for the benefit of that braucli 
of our Employers’ revenues, it is agi-ccd lliey lie carried into excention. 
And as the business of that ofllcc will Ixs thorobj' increased, Mr. .Tames 
Beck is appointed Second Assistant to the Custom Jlastcr, and the 
inspector.s lie recommends he must endeavour to procure.® Three days 
later, 26lh April 1771, the iJiary records; A publication was affixed 
by boat of dnim at tlic usual places to gKij notice of tlu5 regulations 
established in our hist Consultation for collecting the customs.® 

In a lettoroE the 1st April 1772, ixiragraph 4P, tluj Court resume : In 
a general letter d.atcd 12th June 1771 vre intimated our disploasiirc 
at the sdteralion yon luid made in the mode of collecting ciistom.s 
at Surat and Bomb-aj'. We arc now more fully convinced of llio 
impropriety of tliat innovation and well persuadctl that it could not 
possibly o]x:r.atc to the advantage of tlic Company; that it must occjision 
much needless trouble to the merchants ; and that it was calculated 
fcolclj' for the emolument of the Governor. We therefore direct that the 
Governor do on no account take one per cent consiil.age on goods 
imported at liombay, but that such consulage be rc.strictcd to Surat 
where we permit him to receive two per cent as usual.' 

At a Consultation of the 30lh June 1772 the Board received the 
following Inimblo iietition of the Gentus Muhammadans and Pdrsis of 
Bombay ; 'iliat j'our Honour’s petitioners with the greatest respect .and 
submission take the liberty to represent to j'our Honour tliat they arc 
already jwj'ing several duties, that is to say, an additional and fortifying 
duty on all goods, and a tax of one per cent on the produce of all 
landed estates. Besides these cesses thoj' .arc obliged to pay scavenger’s 
fees and the- charges of repairing the roads. Notwithstanding this 
they arc ordered to give bigarh to clean the towm ditch. This is very 
Iiiird upon your petitioners. No hij/dris arc j’vocurablc except at an 


> rub. Diary .'i7 of 1771. 337 - 338. = Pali. Diary 57 of 1771. 332, 33.3. 

® Pub. Diary C7 of 1771. 351 • 352. 
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cxtmovdiiiary rale on account of eeveral liougos being xinllcd do^vn by 
order of tliis Honourable Government and the owners rebuilding lbi>n^ 

As your petitioners have mot with many losses and inconveniences on 
account of several houses and cocoanut trees bein^ pulled down as abo^’c 
said and oBicr unforeseen accidents, they ai'c rendered incapable to bear, 
the expense of the higdris to clean tlio town ditch. Yoni* petitioners ' 
take the liberty further to rei>resent to your Honour that when they 
were ordered in Governor Crommelin’s time (1760-1707) to give some 
higdris to clean tlie ditch they made him their request, and lie was’ 
thereupon pleased to excuse them from that expense. Ever since tliat * 
time tlicy were never tronhled with cleaning the ditch nor indeed" in' 
Governor Hodges^ time. On the whole your iietitionere most humbly* 
]>i'ay that your Honour will be x>lcascd to take the promises as well as* 
their bal'd case into your serious consideration in order to make- them 
free from the ahovomentioned expenses.^ After considcintion the Board' 
rcsolvo tliat as wc now iiud the method of caste higdris will he attended 
with some delay, and ns it is necessary on account of the advanced season 
that the ditch should he cleaned witii all expedition, the land paymaster 
is directed to engage a sufficient number of peinons to clean the ditch.. 
He must keep a distinct account of the diarge in order that it may bo ' 
made good by an assessment on cadi caste excepting those mordiants 
who have paid Ks. 100 annually by tlie Custom House books-_£or- 
eustome as they tlicrein jiay one per cent towards the fortifications', 
and also such iiersons who for any particular reason liavo been usually' 

- excepted.® 

At a Consultation of the 13th October 1772, tlie Board -having 
at several previous' meetings had under considemtion the letter from' 
the Bombay custom master witli the regulations® he proposed for the 
future collection of the Honourable Company's customs, the same is 
now again resumed when tlie letter and regulations ns entered imdcr 
the 19tli of August are read and being maturely and delihcratelj' 
discussed and considered, arc unanimously approved, and ordered that 
they he in full force from the first of tho next month. As we are of 
opinion it w'ould be hard upon the fair trader to be obliged, as proposed,’ 
to pay tlie amount of his customs within fifteen days from tlie iinpoi't- 
.ation of his goods, resolved that threo montlis’ credit he allowed to all 
merchants whether black or white. Those three months are to hegiu 
fiom»the day the vessel entered the port. A.t tho same time the 'bills 
arc to he made out agrocable to tho book of rates immediately on the last 
goods being landed, which bills must ho then accepted by tho importer 
payable at tlm above mentioned period. The custom master must 
constantly retain in the warehouses under his charge a sufficient quantity 
of goods to answer the full amount of the customs on each respeetivo 
jicrscm’s iinportatibn, be that person whomsoever he may be. Tlie 
remainder is then to be permitted to pass after being careTiillj’’ inspected, 
except tJioso goods which are entered for exportation wirich are to ho 
dcxiobitod in wareuouscs under his charge as hcroioforo directed. The 
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custom master must di’aw out a book of rates which he must lay before 
us by the first of the cusuing month and continue the same every tln-ee 
montlis in future. In this book he is also to insort the rates of hamalage 
waterage and wharfage together with the distribution of such seizures as 
may be made in consequence of these regfulations that the same may bo 
pshiblished on a proper footing. Whosoever may lot their goods remain 
in the Custom House longer than one month must be chai'ged with 
warehoxise rent after the usual rate of the place by the custom master. 
But this is not to extend to such goods as aije retained as security for 
the payment of the dues. The warehouse-keeper must put under the 
custom master’s charge such of the Bandar warehouses as may be neces- 
sary for the purposes for which they are intended. The Secretary must 
itsiio a proclamation apprising all persons tliat sundry new regulations 
are established for tlio bettor collection of the customs in future, and 
that the particulars may be soou at the Bombay custom master’s 
office.* 

A Considtation of the 6th April 1773 records: From the present 
instance and from the very frequent and heavy complaints, but more 
especially from the very large sums of money amassed by the owners 
and people belonging to the .boats that load and unload the ships in 
this harbour, wo arc fully convinced it is their constant practice to take 
every oiiportunity in their power of plundering goods while in the 
boats, A severe example ought in our opinion to be made as they are 
ovideutly guilty by their offering the sum of Rs. 4000 to compromise 
the present business. It is therofoi-o agreed, as we have not proof 
capitally to convict any of them, that a fine of Rs. 20,000 be levied 
upon them, which, though large, they are very well able to pay. Out 
of this the amount of the coffee stolen must be made good to the oxvneiu 
of the Shrewsbury, and the remainder appropriated to the Honourable 
Company. It is also farther resolved in hopes of its being a means of 
preventing such like had consequences in futuio that no boats sliall be 
permitted to ply in the harbour for tlie purpose of loading or unloading 
sliips but such as are regularly numbered and registered in the custom 
master’s office, aud whose owners liavo given ample seeurity to make good 
any deficiency that may happen in goods xvliile on board their boats.® 

At a Consultation of 22nd January 1777 the Board order that no 
customs are in future to be collected upon horses or mules imported 
here for the service of the inhabitants.® 

At a Consulfcition of the 1st July 1746 the Board read a letter finni 
the Collector of the revenues representing the necessity of having 
more wells in the Honourable OomjJany’B oarts with the advantages 
that will accrue thereby. The expense of digging and making these 
wells is calculated at about Rs. 970-3-10. A^-eed that the said letter 
and calculate be entered hereafter but that consideration thereof be 
deferred till a proper season offers for setting about the work.* Three 
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days later, on tlie 4tli tlie Board reioai'k : • The oart farmers 

being -willmg to undertake to dig wells aud make stone-gutters in 
the Honourable Company's oarts at Bombay and Mdhim for the sum 
mentioned in the calculate entered after the Consultation of the first 
instant the Board accepts their proposal and directs that the sum of 
E.S. 970-3-10 be advanced out of the treasury, the Collector of the 
invenues taking care to see that tlie work is well performed.^ 

At a Consultation of the 1st July 1746 the Board read the following 
letter dated the 24th June 1746 from Mr. Bj'feld the Collector: In 
puinuance to an order received from the Secretary I took to my assistanco 
the master briekla3'er and stone-cutter with the vereadores and mhatards 
and proceeded to inspect the condition of the several banks wells and 
wheels in the Honourable Company's oarts. I am now to acquaint ym 
that th'e same appears properly repaired as agreed to by the oart 
farmers in March 1744. The only exception is that five of the wells 
want plastering at the top which the early rain and want of bricklayers 
prevented them from finishing, but they promised duly to perform 
tha same early the ensuing season. By tlie 4th and 17ih articles of 
the oart farmer’s lease it is agreed that the Honourable Company 
shall he at the expense of digging and making new wells if wanted and 
of repairing all wells broken or destroj'ed by the falling down of 
or by other accidents. ’WTierefore they request j'our Honour unll give 
the necessary ordei's, which, if j'ou are pleased to agree to, the oarts will 
then bo in so good repair as to want no additional expense for mani* 
years. In my humble opinion the profits will at the end of the lease 
sufficiently repay and answer the expense as the work already done fully 
demonstrates. Tlie bees have received great benefit by the work, and, 
by this addition, double the number of trees may be planted in some of 
the oaiis that has hitherto been practicable for w'ant of water.- The 
wells have been so shallow as not to g^ve a supply even to trees now' 
hearing fruit longer than Januaiy, whereas sdl the trees ought to be 
watered till the month of May.® 

In a letter of llie 13th October 1747 the CoUeetor Mr. ByfeldrepoA’ts r 
In my address dated the 24th June 1746, 1 represented to j'our Honour 
tlie necessity for making an addition of some stone-gutters and wells in 


’ Pab. DittTy ] 0 of 1746, 223. 

=_Fab. Biary 19 of 1746, 214-217. The details of this estimate ate : (1) Oart For. 
taliza _Anta Gomes damaged by bad weather, namely For iVeUs; Chvinam 17 
khandis Rs. 21-1-0; ten stone-eutters Bs. 2-1-0 ; twoaty-five briclclayers Bs. 6-1-0; 
two pieces teak Rs. 13-0-0 •, big4iU Rs. 17-0-0 ; baskets Bs., 4-0-0 ; total Bs. 63-3-0<. 
(2) Oort Cal wady Halya: Timber two pieces for stanuiiioiis Bs. 8-0-0; chunmn 
bricklayers an^d bigiris Bs. 6-2-0; total Rs. 13-2-0. (3) Oart Coload Jemmatra: 

S"’*! 8-0-0; chtmom bricklayers and bigdris" 



uiako an AddUionof onc now-nrhcolfor want of water to Gupiily the trees, clinnam 
twenty-five khandis with rarnagc Bs 43-0-0; teak timber ifSr a frame Bs. 20-0-0;- 
^nd stone and carnage Rs. ^-O-O ; bricklayers and bigdris Rs. 21-0-0; birfris, 
dmmng the well, with ba^k.^, Rs. IC-O-O ; total Rs. 126-0-0. That is the tot.^ for 

v i ~ Stone Gutters amonnted to. 
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the carts. These suprffcstions meeting with j-our approbation the sum of 
Its. 9/0-3-10 w.ns adviinccd the formers for carrjung on and completing 
the same by the lacl day of Julj'. Notwithstanding I have frequently 
prcs.scd the farmer.^ to comply with this agreement still to this day 
they liavc made little progress. This they s.ay is owing to the 
Av.ant of stono-cultcivs who were all cmploj'cd last seacon at tlie Pier 
hc.wl as they are this year in cutting paving stones for the subordinate 
foctories.* 

A Consultation of the 20th Jlarcli 1752 records: Hie lease of 
the Honourable Coinp.in3’'p oarts and waste ground round the towm 
w.t11 expiring the 30th iipril next, directed the Secretary to affix the 
usual nolilicalions that thcfcc lands will be put up at ou'tcrj- the 1 7th 
of April .and rented to the highest bidder. As wo arc persuaded tliat 
pie letting llicFC lands in small parcels will be a means of increasing their 
incoiDc, and Anil Ijc attended with the advantage of their being better 
cultivated and taken care of when in the hands of man}* than in the 
po.=fefsion of a few, it is resolved thev he put up to auction in small 
lofo.- 

Agrcoahlo to the above Pcsolution the Board met to let out to form 
tlie Honourable Companj’V oarts and waste ground round the Town 
Ditch. The following conditions were explained to and approved b.v 
ih<‘ incrchants : First that the fonners, their heirs or executors, shall 
ni.ako full and just paj'monis into the Ilonourable Companj'’s Iroasmy 
ever\' six monllie, until the expiration of the farm at the end of 
seven j'oars. If the fanner, liis Iicirs or executors, during the said 
terra of seven ycai-s hhall make dv fault in the payments or in other 
conditions herein contained, the said I'rcsidcnt and Council shall be at 
full liberty* to take the said oarts from the said f.irmcr, his heirs or 
executor.^, and le.T5e them to such othcis as Ihe.v shall think proper. 
And if anj' loss arises Iherebj', thefai-mcr, his heirs or executors, 
shall he nuswcrablc, and obliged to make the loss good. Second, 
if during the s.akl term of seven j*c.ars bj' storm or other unforeseen 
accidents not jiroeecding from the neglect of the fanner, anj' damage 
shall accrue to the trees such allowance shall be made to the said 
former ns the said President and Council shall think reasonable. 
Third that out of the ticcs which shall happen to bo blown down, a 
sufficient inmibcr sluill Iw allowed the fanner for repairing the wheels 
and Avalerwaj's, and the remainder shall Ijc taken for the u.sc of the 
Companj-. Fourlli that the said President .and Council will repair 
and put into good order all the wheels and n-aterways belonging to the 
Honourable Compnnj'^s oarfo, and in case anj' new wells arc by (hem 
and the former judged necessnrj', the said President and Coxmcil arc 
to he at the expense of digging and making the same. Fifth if the 
fanner slwll have just reason to suspect that the cocoanuts liavc been 
stolen, or are concealed, on his making application proper persons 
will be appointed to search for the same. If any peraon orpci-sons arc 
convicted of haA'ing bought or rccciA'cd stolen cocoanuts, they shall be 
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acconlin" to la\r. Sixth that no persons shall resist injnre 
or triipotle the liiniicr or his sci*\-a!il«, in what regards the occuprin" 
the rani farm. Anj- one eo olTendiug shall h? dulj' pauKhei 
Seventh thiit the Ilonounihle Comjttny's Collector of therevenup.and 
nil other persons as the Prcsideirt nntl Council may appoint, shall hi 
fiirliiig mill nssi},titiff fo the .‘•aM fanner in recovering his d,ij,ts 
contmcteil on ncootmt of the farm, anti in iinpros'ing and minurin* 
the .s.aitl onrts. Kightli it licin'; npparent that the tfiking il'tyis* 
from the i-entcr for the Company is n {rencral 'frict'anco, tlio fnniws 
are nl lilwrty to sell the leaves to wliom anil where they plcwo. 
ICinth the overseer of the Ilonour.thle Comp.any*s o-arls, or any othors 
appointctl hv the President mid (Jonueil, nre nt nil times to beatlmUttJ 
io view mill inspect the oarts mid wells, with ovorything Ihereunlfi 
Iwlongiiiff, If it shall lie found the fanner h:i« not coini>1ieil nillitlio 
terms of his ngroement, n report shall ho made to the President nwl 
Council, that they may issue proper onlerd conceniing the same. Tenth 
that kill and huckshaw that i« fiMi manure shall not l»o used for maitnring 
the trcc.s. Phiaek (that is jnnata or oil-calre) is permitted .and if 
pinack is not procnnihle the fatmor is at Ulierty to make use of any ether 
niannrc except kul and hneknknii'. When nnv manure, not above forbid, 
is brought to tins island for sale, one-half sluvlt. if recjiiesteil by the farmer, 
ho ap]»ropruitcil for the use of the oai-i«, thn farmer paying the niarhct 
jiricc for the same. Ten trees inon* or less* to Iw let to tlie Jilanddri- 
out of evorv hundred for drawing toddy. Tliis is to eonimenec at the 
expiry of tficir contract, hut to continue on the present footing till that 
time.' Eleventh that all pors*ons nho nnlnisk eoeoantils shall IjC 
obliged to Borve the farmer nt tlic same rates they have hitherto .served 
the Jlonourahlc Company. In like manner ako such persons as arc 
jirojicr and necessary for conducting and managing the .said oarts, 
and for cultivating and improving the tree®, shall serve the said 
farmer in the same manner as they have liccn accustomed to serve the 
Ilonoiirahlo Company, when the oarts were kept in their Imiuls. 'J’wcirth 
that the farmer shall receive to liis own use gronnd rent for all such 
houses as are or shnll he erected within the Comj>:my*.s oarts at ^rdliim 
during the term of the farm, at the same rates that the Comp.my has 
Iiitherto received. If it shall npjioar necessary to' th.‘ said tinner to 
remove any of the houses already huilt, he shall first obtain the consent 
of the Collector or other jicraoii appointed by the Pi'Csidcnt* and 
Council. Thirteenth tlial the Honourable Company arc at full 
liberty to cut down for their own use all trees, from which the farmer 
receives no iKsnolit, the farmer being firat acquainted Ihcroof. 
Fourteenth this island not producing sufliciciit of any kind of 
manure, salt excepted, for the use of the oarts, manure must bo imported 
from other parts. In case the importation of m.mni'c bo prevented 
by war, or other unforeseen accident, the farmer is not subject or liable 
to pay any consideration for 'tlio damage the said oarts mjiy snstain for 
want of roanui'C. On the contrary the farmci* shall liavo such allownnce 
made him as the President and Council shall tliink' ju.st. riCtecnlh if 
any of the wells or wheels be broken or destroj'cd by tlie falling of 
trees or other accidents, not occasioned by the neglect of the faimer 
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then the Companj* will and shall at their own esponsc make new ones 
in lien thereof. But ' the farmer shall, at his own chaise, repair all 
wells and wheels and deliver them in g'ood order at the cxpii-ation of 
the farm. Sixteenth the farmer shall and will at his own expense 
during the term of this lease plant young trees in lieu of all such ns 
shall be blown down, and in all vacant places in the said oarts, and slmll 
water and manure them. In consideration whereof at ^ the expiration 
of his farm ho shall receive in money one lialf of their value. And 
for the seenrity of tlio due and punctual performance of all the 
conditions alx>vc contained, on th'e part of the farmer the said farmer 
has by an instrument or bond under his hand and seal bearing date 

assigned and made over his whole estate real and personal 

to lie answcmblc and liable for anv default or breach of what is above 
stipulated. On the p.art and Ixsbalf of the said Company the President 
and Council have caused the common seal of the said Honourable 

Company to be affixed in Bombay Castle this day of 1752, 134- 

oarts wore then put up and fetclicd. l?s. 24-,686. _0£ these 24 oarts 
3 'iclding Rs. 6244 wore in Bombay and 130 oarts yielding Rs. 18,441. 
were in ^Iillnm.* 
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A Consultation oftho 17th April 1762, notices that the vraste ground 
round the Town Ditdi was put up for five years on the samo terms as 
in 1747 and rented to Kensn Blianddri and Shiva Sinay Bhim for 
- Es. 1423.1 

At a Consultation of the 5th June 1763, the Board .read a lettex 
from the Collector of the rents and revenues acquainting the Board- 
that Jivanset, one of the i-enters of the oarts, does not show any.ie^rd 
to the payment. Jivanset is called in and told that unless he pays.the 
money wc shall he obliged to order tlie Collector to prosecute Irim/i- 
, At a Consultation of the 6th Pcbruaiy 1759, the Board apjeed 
that the Collector deliver the remainder of the oart Charni Go\vria to 
, BangAji Rdmset for Rs, 3889-2-0 agreeable to the vei-eadorcs’ -raluv 
tion.® " ' 

A Consultation of the 10th April 1759 records: This being the day ] 
appointed for farming out the Honourable Company's oaiis at Boml»j_ 
•'and Mdhim, the Board repaired to the tent near the Bandar, where the ’ 
■merchants and others being assembled, it was proposed to let theta 'but 
for seven years, as when last rented out under the 17th April 1752, tlie 
leases to commence on the llih of nest month. But the bidders 
requesting that the term might he prolonged to nine years, that is for 
two years more than before, and being of opinion tliat it woald'prore _ 
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advantageous foi’ the Honouiablo Company to comply ‘with tilieii* 
request, the same was agreed to and the rest of tlie eouditions under 
the above date renewed.^ 

At a Consultation of the lOtli March 1761 the Boat’d read a report 
from the Collector, enclosing a calcirlate of the repairs necessary both 
to the rented and unrented oarts atMdhim, dmwn up by the vereadores, * 
unthout wliioh repairs, he represents, the oarts will go to decay. Also a 
valuation of sundry useless trees (as he calls them) which if not cut down 
will prevent tlie growth of tlio young cocoanut trees. That the mukd- 
dam of the arrack farmers, _ ha\'ing complamcd of a grievance they 
laboured under from the oart farmers at MiUiim, and of Sdmji Pai’vu, 
belonging to the Collector’s oflicc, for being instrumental in i-educing 
the number of willing trees from four to three for a rupee, he mferred, 
us for their reply to a letter he had received from the oart fai-mcrs, 
observing only that the offers they made, were rejected by the Bhan- 
ddris. Ho likewise encloses the depositions of two Bhandslris against 
Sdmji Parvu and his defence. On these papers the following orders 
arc passed : That the faimers of tlie oarts at hldhtm be allowed to 
repair tlicm according to the voi’cadores’ calculate. _ That the Collector 
enquire whether tapping the trees ho mentions will not remedy the 
evil complained of without cutting them down. That Sdmji Parvu be 
suitably reprimanded by the Collcotor, and, as we are satisfied that any 
of the Parvus belonging to the Collector’s office being concerned m 
any of the Company’s farms (as there is reason to think Sdnaji is) 
must be prejudicial to our Honourable Masters’ interesto, resolved that 
the same be forbid in future and all such Parvus be obliged to rchn- 
quisli either their employ or their concern in any of the said tarms.- 

At a Consultation of the 10th August 1762 the Board proceeded to 
the Bandar and let outlho oart Dalmvdy to Blukii Kdmdti and Bnbdji 
Kdmilti for the remainder of the lease at Rb, 250 a year, bemg* Rs. 21 
a year less than what it formerly let for.» 

■ Tlie 10th May 1768. being the day appointed for farming out the 
Honourable Company’s oarts at Bombay and B^rd lo^ 

nailed below stairs and proposed renting them for five years. But the 
merchants and others assembled to bid for them set foitli that they 
would Iw let out to greater advantage if the term of the respective 
1 iLreased to seven years. This was accordingly agreed and 

limy wore lot out on the same conditions as when last farmed m 1/59 
with this additional clause, iu consequence of a reprcwntation fiom the 
Bhandaris, that the farmers shall permit the Bhanddns to draw 
three of the host trees at Mdhim and 2i at Bombay for a rupee and so 
in proportion for those of an inCoi'ior land, ,, t> i 

Three days later at a Consultation of the 13th May 1788 the Board 
observe ; We cannot but express our satisfaction at this branch of oiu 
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revenues being so considerably improved. We find ftiat upon tU 
whole the oarts have been, let out for lls. 21,615 a year, ubichfe 
Bs. 6333 more tlian what they were last farmed for though tlic pie* 
sent term is for two years less.^ 

At a Consultation of tlie 21st January 1774 the Collector ,,lajk 
before the Board a petition from the renters of the Honourable Com- 
pany's oarts at Mfuiim, representing that they are material sulbrcrs 
annually by holding those forms owing as well to the want of a suffi- 
cient quantity of rain for some years past, as to the low price uliidt 
cocoanuts have for some time borne. Therefore requesting an ahatoment 
in their rent. The Board remark ; As we are satisfied that cocoanuts 
bear a low price to what tlrey need to do owing to the large plantations 
of those trees aboni Basscin and other adjoining places on the continent, 
ordered that the Collector enquire into tire inerits of this petition and 
report the same to us. If it shall appear requisite to make any allow- 
ance that he state what abatement may be reasonable.’^ 

At a Consultation of tire 18th February 17T4, the Board ordered 
tliat the Collector prepare and deliver in an acenrate list of the Hononr- 
ahle Company's oarts villages and batty grounds specifying the annual 
rent of each.® Accordingly on the 25th Febmarj’’ the Odlcctor lajs’ 
before the Board a list of the Honourable Company s oarts ^dllngcs and 
batty grounds. Tire Board record : This is perused and after consider- 
ation of the very great distress we are in for money and to avoid pajnng 
a heavy interest, it is resolved, in case we do not shortly receive a consi- 
derable supply &om Bengal, tliat these oarts be sold at public outer}', 
as landed property at this time in general bears a good price.* 

At a Consultation of the 8tli February 1774 the Board read the fol- 
lowing petition from the fozanddrs of Bombay .V That your Honour's 
petitioners with all due respect and submission beg leave to reprcscut to 
your Honour that they suffer much prejudice by the new tax lowed 
on and upon tlicm in the year 1758 by the then Governor the Honourable 
Richard Bourdiicr Esq. Your petitioners did then represent to him not 
only tlieir poverty, but also tho following well established reasons lor 
not increasing the tax ; (1) Tliat tho petitioners arc not obliged to pay 
more pension .tlian what they paid to the Croivn of Portugal. (2) 
That your Honourable Government undertook they will not levy njwn 
your xictitioncrs any otlier nciv pension as will appear by the iStli para- 
graph of tlie marriage contract celebrated in tlie year 1685 {1661 ?) 
between the two sacred Majesties of England and Portugal on the 
delivery o£ this island. But as the said Governor signified to j'our peti- 
tioners the urgent necessity of money for maintaining tlie war with tliC 
Frcncli,and tliat w'licn the said war should be over tlie petitioners should 
be relied foo™ the said tax, they, ns loyal subjects to his Britannic 
Majesty nnacr the care of tlio Honourable Company, notwitluitanding 
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the aucicni 2 )rivileges and exemptions which these petitioners for many 
yeara en 3 oyed, readily submitted to the said new tax depening 
entirely upon the assumnecs of the said Governor that the gnTnA would 
be r-elinquishcd at tlie end of the war aforesaid. At last peace and 
tian^iillit^' liave by God-’s grace happily been concluded between the 
two Crowns of England and France long ago. Yet your petitioners 
are compelled to pay the said tax whidi tliey have done to tliis present 
timo._ Now thej'’ verily declare to your Honour, they are not able to 
sustain the same for the manifest calamity of time which yearly grows 
on worse, because thetritlc revenues are not sufBcicnt to maintain them. 
They tliorcfore became indebted and at last tliey are obliged to sell their 
properties as is observed by the continual sale of their oarts. These 
petitioners fm-ther represent to your Honour that tlie want of rain for 
some ye.'u-s has caused the oai-ts to give much less cocoanuts than 
before. At the same time the price of cocoanuts is abatcd,from upwards of 
Bs. 40 the thousand to Bs. 20. This fall in prices is due to the planting 
of many trees at Sdlscttc and Coldba. Cocoanut dealers prefer making 
tlieir purchases at those places, because they not only make tlieir pur- 
chases chcaiier, but have only duties of three per cent for exporting. 
These circumstances, may it please your Honour, have greatly abated 
tlie vend of this commodity here ns the mcrdiants of Bbiwndi, who 
formerly carried away upwards of ten Idkhs of cocoanuts from tliis 
island, lor some years iiast carry none from hence. This decline has so 
lessened your petitioners' revenues that tliey can scarce defray the 
expenses of their oarts and pay tlie pension and . tax. For the above 
reasons these petitioners most humbly entreat your Honour will be 
pleased to bring into remembrance the articles of agreement entered 
into bctivcen -Oie Subjects of tliis island and your Honourable Board 
in the year 1672 in the 7th paragraph wherein the Hononrable Gov- 
ernor and Council promise to make a I'casonablc abatement in the 
pension in case of calamity at any time. Tlicreforc your Honour's 
petitioners having as loyal subjects to this Honourable Government 
the honour of onjojung tlie privileges granted unto them and to live 
under their protection they most humbly pray s'our Honour to make 
such deduction as shall seem most meet and your petitioners most humbly 
ns in duty bound shall ever pray.^ 

After reading the above jxstition the Bo.ard observe : The fazanddra 
or owners of the landed estates on this island present to the Board a 
petition requesting for tho reasons thcrein^sot forth that a tax levied 
on them since the year 1758 may be abolished. Upon tins reference 
is had to the records respecting this tax and tho opinion of our Employ- 
ers upon it as well as to the articles of agreement \rith the inhabitants 
in the ye.ar 1672 mentioned in the said letter. As it appears that the 
Honourable Court highly approved of tho measure adopted by levying 


Chapter Till. 

Bevenne and 
Finance. 

Tall in 
Cocoannt 
Prices, 
1774. 


> Pub. Diary 65 of 1774, 64-66. Tho tax referred to in the text ivna ordered on 
the 3rd January 1V5S of oiio per cent to bo levied on all oxports and importe and 
of two sliilliiigs in tho pound on the produce of oil tho landed eslotcs belonging to 
the jiiliobitnuta of this island to assist in defraying tho oxponsci. of tho now forti- 
fications. 
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iliis is agreed tliat'iliis matter be fully explained in our gen^ 

address and tlic Court's determination tbcrcon desired.^ ' • , 

While intimating the above to the Conrt the Bombay GoTcrnment 
in their letter of 13th April 1774 add : This tax lias annually amount-' { 
cd ne.ar Rs. 8000 exclusive of -n'liieh it is necessary your Hononts 
should be informed that the landholders have annually paid a tax for 
this great number of years past on the value of their estates under tie 
name of pension which amounts to mthcr more than the tax of \r1iic1i 
they now complain.® In reply tlic Court, in a letter dated the 12tli 
April 1775, write ; As our fortifications at Bombay arc far frqm.bcihg 
completed we cannot consent to relinquish tlie tax laid hpon landed 
estates in 1758 whicJi was designed as on aid to the Company in ftq I 
erecting of those fortifications.® 

At a Consultation of tlie 13th April 1774 tlic Board read a petitioa- 
from the fazanddrs or owners of tlio landed estates on the ishmd. 
Upon consideration of this petition it is obscr\'cd that the tax of 
which they complain vras levied in tho year 1768, at the rate of two. 
shillings in the pound upon the produce. It appears that since that 
time tlio said sum has been annually paid for each oart upon the 
supposition tliat tlic produce was nearly the same. ,If what the 

{ iotitioncrs represent bo tnic, not only that tho produce is considerahly 
css than it was formerly, but tliat the value thereof is also g«atly 
diminished, it seems equitable that a proportional reduction should be 
made in tho tax. In order to ascertain the justness of this .reprcOT* 
tation,* tlie Collector is ordered to appoint proper persons for making 
a fresh examination into the produce of the oarts at Bombay and 
Mdhim and to report to us whether they really produce less .than 
formerly and in what proportion.* 

At a Consultation of the 1 8 th October 1774 the Board read the 
following petition from tho farmers of the Honourable Company's 
oarts at Mabim ; Tho faimcrs of the oarts of tho Honourablp 
Company situated at Mdbim, have ropresented to the Collector their 
great prejudices, and the impossibility of paying the yearly farm to 
the Honourable Company for the leuson already' signitiod to tho said 
CoUcetor. In consequence the said Collector ordered the vereadoiw 
mhdtdrds and iuspcctors, with four others appointed by tho said 
Collector, to examine the said oarts and to report the same to him. These 
informants, the burners of the said oaits, being in hopes of obtaimug 
some redress, are now expressly compelled to pay tlie farm, ivithont 
any attention to the prejudice which they have sustained and still 
sustain, owing to the bad season of rains for these four j'cais together, 
in such a manner that most of the oarts remained without watering, and 
likewise on account of the general fall in the price of cocoanuts. Notwith' 
standing these circumstances, for fear of losing thno ■the said farmers were 


1 Pub. Diary C5 of 1774 , go. 

^ 5®P' to the Court Vol. 21 of 1774, SB. 

0 of 1772.1777, 227. 

* Pub. Dinry 65 of 1774, 308. 
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oWiged to make several other charges, such as of putting pinadt (that is 
pinaca or oil-cake) and eowdung to the cocoamit trees and of transplant- 
ing young trees. Toeffeet this they were obliged to rnnin debt, and all in 
hopes of obtaining some redress from your Honour who, your infoimants 
liope, will undoubtedly, keep pitiful e^-es on them, and will not permit that 
they should be mined having reasons so clear and just as they have here- 
unto expressed. Those informants most humbly bog your Honour will 
be pleased to take the premises of this information into your serious 
consideration and grant them a reasonable deduction, attending the 
great prejudice they have suffered from tlie 11th May 1773 to tlie 11th 
Slay last, and likewise in the present year which is still greater so 
that they^find tliemselves totally mined. Should your Honour judge 
that the deduction thus alleged is unjust or unreasonable, in such ease 
3 'our Honour's informants are ready and shall very rvillingly deliver 
unto the Honourable Company the frirm of their oarts, desiri ng only a 
dednetion for the j'car abovomentioned. For this i>rcsont year they are 
W’illing to render a proper account of the produce of the said oarts and 
of the amount laid out on the benefit of the said oarts in tliis present rain. 
Above all they most humbly and submissively leave the whole upon your 
Honour and beg j'our Honour to take the premises of this information 
into consideration and think of the great prejudice occasioned by time 
and other unforeseen accidents by which they are totally mined and 
distressed. Flattering themselves that your Honour will admit their 
allegation to be jnst, and having compas.rion on them will order a reason- 
able deduction to be made, as otbeovisc they shall be mined and without 
the least remedy of life.' 

After reading the above petition the Board pass the following order : 
The farmers of tlie Honourable Company's oarts at MAhim, whose leases 
expend on the 11th of Maj' next, have frequently petitioned to be 
allowed an abatement in the rent, uiging that, on the admneed terms 
on which they now hold and have held the farms for some years past, 
fliey are considerable sufferers by the same. They now present 
.another petition to the same purport. "Upon this the Collector is asked 
his opinion in respect to their assertion, who acquaints the Board that 
the last time the fams were leased out, they went consideinbly higher 
tlian the^' had ever done before and tliat ho believes their assertions 
are time in respect to their losses, as Uiey all seem very poor inso- 
much that it is wth gi’eat difficult}' he recovers the rent due from 
them. Uven then it is generally paid a considerable time after it becomes 
due, -owing in great measure ns he observes (and which iudeed we 
all know to be the case) to the price of cocoanuts being very consider- 
ably fallen of late years. As it cl^rly appeared that the petitioners' 
case requires some consideration, it is agreed to make them an abate- 
ment of one-quarter part of the last six montlis' rent which is now duo 
from them which will amount to not quite B-s, 2000. The Collector 
, is ox-dcrod to adjust their accounts accordingly.® 
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A Coneultation of the 20th Novemhor 1776 has the following entry: 
-The Board assembled this morning’ and concluded tlic sale of the 
Ilononrablc Companj'^e oarts. These we havo the pleasure to observe 
sold for Bs. 1,86,658, or Bs. 8018 more than the •valuation.^ 

Tlie 25th April 1776 being tlie day appointed for farming ttc 
Honourable Company’s oarts at Bombay and Aldbim, the Board repaired 
to tho Hall below, where the fasanddrs and many others being assem- 
bled, they were put up and leased to the highest bidders for the fena 


' Pub. Diaiy 68 of 1776, 820-824. The details ot the oarts and the amounts paid met 
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oC sovca years, on tlic conditions thoy wero before let for in the year 
17G8, as particularised in onr Diary under fbo lOtli May of that year.* 
At a Consuliation of the 14th July 1775 the Board again read a 
petition from tlie fazandlirs or landholders of Bombay and Mdhim 
requesting Uiat tlio tax levied on their landed estates may be given 
up, as they arc not able to bear the burthen of it. T^e consideratiofn of 
this petition was deferred until after the arrival of the ships from Burope. 
As tliis matter on a former petition was submitted to their 
Honourable Bmploj'crs, the Board espected some orders from them on 
the subject.® 

A Consultation of 3 let October 1775 records : A petition from the 
late oart farmers is laid before the Board, setting fortii that the abate- 
ment before made them for their losses is not adequate thereto, and 
requesting onr further considemtion of their case. As we ore now 


* Pnb. Diary G7 of 177C, 8CG - 358. Tho Inventory of tlie oarta with the auma thoy 
arc annually let for ia aa folloira : 
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connnccd from the Ion- rates at ^vbich the oarts last lot for/that the 
farmers had gi-cat reason to complain, it is agreed to make them as 
abatement of double tlio sum that was before ofEered them or halt the 
amount of the last eIk months’ rent due from tlicm.^ 

Outlie 28tli Febmary 1777 the Bombay Govemment write to the 
Court : Wo have received frequent applications from the fazand&Ts oE 
this island requesting an abatement of the land tax. As to our certrin 
knowledge the value of their oarts arc much deci'cascd within these 
few years we really think their case merits your favourable consider- 
ation. We therefore beg leave to propose to yon a reduction of one', 
fifth in the rate now collected being ten per cent as equitable betw^n 
the Honourable Company and the landholders. Sensible of your 
readiness to afford all reasonable relief to your subjects, we have promised 
the fozandnrs that in ease you consent to the measure w*e now propose 
the abatement shall take place from the time of tbeir late application 
the 29tb ultimo.^ 

At a Consultation of the 12th August 1778 Mr. Ramsay thc.QiieS 
of M<ihim represents that several of the purchasers of the Honouiable 
Company’s oarts situated at Mdliim are building round their oarts and 
thcrimy stopping up sundry footpaths and roads. As these hau 
lutlicrto been free and open the inhabitants liavc complained to 
thereof as a grievance. He ordered the vcreadorcs to make the pro^ 
enquiries who accordingly doHvered him a list of the oarts and of thi 
names of the owners complained of, which ho now lays before us 
Resolved that such a stoppage be not permitted and that the proprie 
tors be compelled to keep open the footpaths and roads through fhei 
oarts which are certified by the vcrcadores to have been hithert' 
accustomed and ordinary passages and that the list thereof he put oi 
record oftei* this Consultation.^ 

A Consultation of the 26th August 1778 records : The Ooliccte 
now lays before us a petition from the ancient inhabitants of the oari 
lately belonging to the Honourable Company setting forth that the 
new landlords have raised the ground rent of their houses and requestiu 
relief from us as they assert that it was declared at flie time of ^ 
that no alteration should bo made in the ground rent of tiie houses th( 
sfanding. This ciitnuimtancc though not minuted being now recollcoh 
by some of the Members now at the Board and confirmed by the hcf 
Purvoe in the Collector’s office now called and inteiTogatcd b}' the Co 
lector and tbo conduct of tbo purchaser in idus instance being contTai 
to what is just and right, it is resolved that no more than the grotu 
rent heretofore collect by the Honourable Company be chaig< 
on those houses wHch were standing at -tte time the sale was made bi 
not to interfere with respect to those that have been since or may. 
future be built,* 

At a Consultation of the 5th July 1780 MfinekjiandBamanji W&i 
offering to purchase an rart named Roya for the sum it is valued i 

> Pnh. Diary 68 of 1776. 796-787. 

® Pub. Dop. Lottera to tho Court Vol. 24 of 1777-78, 6. 

* Pub. Diary 74 of J778t 610-611. Coznp. of Standinc: Orel* Vof 2 of 17M 

« Pub. Diary 74 of 1778, 646-646. Forrest's Home II. 2237 ” ’ 
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teing Rs. 600, it is agreed that the' Collector put them in possession 
thereof.^ ' 

At a Consultation of the 22nd April 1746 the President acquaints 

'wuo Sosivd. iliciii i/liG IcL'to fLppointfiiiGiiti of a TnnVrf^g.m ^ a deputy, und 
nine chaughulda to decide differences among the Shanddris, as noticed in 
the Consultation of the 10th June 1742, is far from having the good 
effect then hoped. He is continully troubled with the Bhanddris’ 
complaints and therefore proposes that this affair he put upon the old 
footing, namely of a mukddam and four chaughulds. This is agreed to, 
and the Secretary is directed to call in all the patents which were issued 
in consequence of the abovemeutioned innovation.® 

At a Consultation of the 11th July 1751 the Board rented the arrack 
farm for a term of three years. The entry runsr: Esdji Ndik and 
other Bhanddris petition the Board that they may be indulged with 
the arrack farm for which they offer the annual rent of Es. 31,0 JO for a 
term of three years only. This proposal being taken into consideration, 
it is observed that although we have already given public notice that 
the farm would be put up at public outcry tomorrow, yet as these 
people offer Es. 1000 more annumly than the &rm has ever let for, and 
as we are convinced that the farms &.lling into other hands would be 
a great hardship on the Bhanddris, and considering the services they have 
on all occasions done for the Honoumble Company in their military 
capacity, it is agreed that they be indulged with ^e farm upon then: 
^ving suitable security.® 

At a Consultation of the 28rd July 1751, Bdbaji Ndik and other 
Bhanddris produce their securities, Francisco Gomez and Antonio 
D'Azavedo, who being men of substance and credit and being willing 
to enter into an engagement on behalf of the said Bhanddris in the 
penal sum of Es. 1,86,000, being double the rent of the farm at the rate 
of Rs. 31,000 for a term of three years, the Secretary is ordered to 
draw out a contract and bond of obligation accordingly.* 

The 23rd July 1754 being the day appointed for receiving proposals, 
for the arrack farm, Erias de Gam and the late fanners delivered in 
their proposals sealed, which being opened, it appeared that Erias offer- 
ed Es. 33,200 a year and the late farmers Es. 33,400 a year for a term 
of three years to commence from the 12th of August, the late farmers^ 
offer being Es. 200 more than Eiias and Es. 2400 more than when last 
rented out, an agreement was struck with them and the Secretary 
du'ected to draw out the contract. As we have reason to suspect that 
there was some collusive practice in regard to the last given security, it 
is agreed to accept of the Bhanddris* own security by their assigning over 
to the Honourable Company all thedr estates, moveable and immoveable, 
for the due execution and performance of their agreement. The 
articles of agreement contained the following new stipulations® : ^ 

That the Pdrsis and others, who have the privilege of drawing 
toddy from date trees, shall first make a tender of what trees 


Chapter VIII. 

Bevenne and 
Finance. 

Tho 

Bhandirig, 

1716. 


Arrack 

Form, 

17C1. 


17M. 


1 


Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 296. 
Pub. Diary 34 of 1751, 252, 


» Pub. Diary 19 of 1740, 124. = Pub. Diary M of 1751, 246. 
* Pub, Diaiy 27 of 1764, 189. 



' {Hlitotldl 


4.7« BOMBAY TOWN 


Chapt^VIlI. 

Bevonno and 
Binonco. 

Arrack 

Fatm, 

1764. 


1767. 


tliey do' not want for tholr own immodiatc uso to tiic’fanncrSj and, jm-. 
Tided they cannot adjust a price, the President and Council nill npni 
application settle it to tlie satis&ction of both parties.' That .the 
Mdzgaon Knnbis, wbo are permitted to draw toddy from the btdi 
trees, may sell the same only at tbeir own houses and may not cart} 
it about the streets to tlic prejudice of a shop belonging to the Com' 
pony's farm. Any Bhanddri that draws toddy from Mdzgaon.hni) : 
trees, except those Knnbis, sball bo obliged to pay to the &im, 
Ncitlicr the said Knnbis nor any Bhanddris are to draw todi^ 
from Mdzgoon cocoanut trees unless they pay wbat is due to the 'hum. 
For Eccurity of the pa]rmcnt of the aforesaid sum of Rs. 33,400 a year 
for the said term of tucco years in manner aforesaid, and for the dtui 
pcrfocmanec of the above articles, the said Bdbu Esdji Ndik -and ilit 
underwritten, as representatives of all the Bhanddris, do hemhy mb 
over for thcmsolvcs their heirs executors and administratore, to the 
said Governor and Council and tlieir sneccssors, all^ their estate 
moveable and immovcablo on tlus island Bombay, in witness wher^ 
they have hereunto sot their hands and seals in Bombay Castle this 
twelfth day of August, one thousand sevon hondred and fifty-four, 
and to tlio counterpart hereof, to remain with the said Bdbu Esiji 
Ndik and other Bhanddris, the said President and Council hare 
caused tho common seal of the said Company to he affixed the day and 
year abovemontioned.* ' .. ’ 

At a Consultation of tlio 12th July 1757 the Board read ftc 
following representation from the Native inhabitants of Bomhay : The 
Goveinmont formerly ordered the oiTaclc farmers and Bhanddris to 
sell tho best fidla arrack at 7 pice a measure called quartitho, arrack at 
4 pice, and a hdnda or two quart botties of toddy without mixture of 
water at 2 pice. To the ^cat prejudice of the subject tiio BhandSns 
now disregard the said oraer and sell the fuUa arrack much worse at 
8 and 10 pice and tho hdnda of toddy with tho mixture of wato at 
2 pice. If they servo out the toddy they intended for distilling mey 
charges and 4 pice. The ‘petitioners add; Tliat after six u'clocx at 
night tho Bhanddris and Frosts (that is FJiardslies or sweepers) shomd 
not be suffered to go into the oarts. Also, as there is an o^cr of the 
Govommont for that purpose which is quite forgot, that, without fi^ 
discharging tho debt, wC Bhanddris should not have liborty to cut Ou 
tho leaves which are tied to tho trees by the owners of the oaxtB when 
the Bhanddris do not make good the monthly payments fox drawing 
toddy.® , -4 

After reading the a^vo representation tho Board defer its considet- 
ation till they can inspect the lease. Fourteen days later, after 


II ^ 

• Fab. Diary 27 *217. Of tho palm groves of Bombay in trovemborJ754 

Burgeon I res wntes (Voyage from England to JBidia.SS); The natural pi-oduce of 
the island is ohieny tao (mmaant tree froin frliieh they extract a liquor called toddy. 
It is intoxicating whon stole and doM for a weak ortoddy-licadcdi^n. Foreaehtreo 
a tax of 3s. a year is Paid to the Company. This is appropriated torrards main- 
taming the ^wibot and ships ,of -wr-Ho adds: Tho rind of the cocoanut is worked 
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referring lo tlie lease, the Board order that all the partaculars the 
inhabitants complain of are expressly provided against in the lease 

u At a Consultation the 26th July 1757 the Board received the following 
remonstrance and humble petition of the Bombay and Mdhim Bhand&is : 
... That your petitioners have been always hitherto considered in the light 
k of the Honourable Company's sepoys and have arms delivered them in 
.j order that they may be ready to serve on any emergency and are 
i. actually on all calls and do attend many seiwices without receiving any 
Tj monthly pay or consideration except being indulged with the arrack far m 
by which your petitioners subsist themselves and families. This farm 
!, has only t^ce been let out to others, namely once to Antonio de T^ima 
: and the second time to Savaji Dhanunset duiing which time your peti- 
V tioners laboured under so many hardships that many of them wereobuged 
to leave this island and seek for subsistence elsewhere. Those farmers put 
' a stop to }'our petitioners^ selling arrack at their own houses and oppressed 
‘ your petitioners in several other respects. To prevent this int^erence 
! ■was the motive for yom- petitioners’ agreeing to pay the very high rent 
they have hitherto done the Honourable Company, and, in orwr that 
they might be entirely free from the oppression and impositions of 
others, they pay thou* rent duly without any trouble given your Honour, 
though they have sufiered of late very considerable losses in 'the said 
farm by the trees cut down in October last by your Honour’s orders. 
Out of these they lost no less than 54!l cocoanut trees which obliged them 
to pay B.S. 150-2-45 more than before, and they also now draw 314 trees 
out of those ■within the town which they hear your Honour intends 
shortly to cut doAvn. This noil almost deprive ■mem of the means of 
maintaining themselves and families. Nevertheless in hopes your 
Honour will be pleased to indulge them with a continuance of the &rm, 
and in order that they may be entirely free from the oppressions and 
hardships they apprehend they might labour under from its felling .into 
■the hands of strangers, they hereby ofEer and humbly hope you will be 
pleased to accept from them Es, 1000 more than heretofore paid for the 
said form on the whole or such part of 'the annexed conditions as your 
Tlonour may think reasonable to allow them. In that case your petition- 
ers shall cou'tinue as ready as heretofore to serve the Honourable Com- 
pany 'with their lives and to attend the difEerent services expected from 
'them in consequence of this indulgence and aS in du'ly bound shall ever 
pray.® 

The following are the conditions humbly submitted to the Honourable 
the President and Council’s consideration by the above petitioners the 
Bombay and M^him Bhandfiris who pray me same may be allowed 
them in a lease for renewing the arrack farm on the ■berms of paying 
the Honourable Company Bs. 1000 extraordinary a year for the said 
ferm: 

1. That the fezanddrs who may be given trees in the Honourable 
Company’s oarts in lieu of ■tiiose out do'wn in October may be obh'ged 
to allow your petitioners to draw as many in the said oarts (or such 
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* Pab. Diary 30 of 1757, 283 - 284. 
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a number of tlicm os may not be deemed projndical to the trees) h 
your petitioners wero allowed in their oarts cut down till the expiation 
of the lease. 

2. That no Blmndnn may bo permitted to draw the brab trees ai 
Mdzgaon withont paying as others do to the farm. It is very hard ther 
should be exempt any more tlian those who draw the trees at Old 
Woman^B island, Sion, Suri, Dharivi, IMdhim, and Bombay. Thg 
have hitherto greatly prejudiced tlic fcrm by vending toddy secretly 
about the streets by wliidi yonr petitioners’^ shops at Mdzgaon and 
elsewhere have been grojitly prejudiced. It is true they arefortidto 
do so but it would bo too considcrablo an expense toyonrpelitioneB 
to keep siidi a number of Ecpoys in constant pay as would be te* 
quisito for detecting thorn, though we arc all well assured they actoallj 
do vend considcmhlc quantities to the great damage of yonr petitioncts, 

3. Tliat no person whatover besides your petitioners may be penmt- 
ted to purdiase tbo fmit called mahtida nd that indulgent hitherto 
lias been greatly abased and j’^our petitioners mudt prejudiced by it 
Not that your petitioners have the least objection to the continnapa 
of the indulMnco hitherto granted to certain Pfitsis for distillii^ 
arrack from flio same fmit called mahuda merely for the use of thoii 
families. But because that under this pretence P^rsis have purchased 
and distilled mahtida in their houses who are not allowed that hberly 
And as they distil secretly in their compounds and houses, it is out ol 
your petitioners’ power to deteot tiiom. Yoim petitioners tberefon 
hnmhly pray tliat they themselves only may have the hberly ol 
purchasing such mahitda as may be imported here, and that they slial 
be ready to allow the Pdrsis to whom this indulgence is meant such a 
quantity of the ea-iimaJmda at prime cost as may by persons appoiuted 
by your Honour for that purpose bo deemed sniBcient for the use oJ 
their families. Lest it should be objected to this humble propoail tha 
the Honouiablo Company’s customs may hereby be diminisbra on that 
article, your petitioners arc leady to agree to pay whatever sum may 
appear to be collected less on this article from year to year during the 
term of tlieir lease as may appear on a medium of tlircc years past to 
have been collected. 

4. That all the Goa arrack imported by Black morchants maybe oUig* 
ed to pay your petitioners Re. 1 a hogshead as was formerly allowed- > 

5. JThe fazand^rs wein'many years past indulged with a libeily of 
drawi^ a number of trees for the use of their families without paying 
anything to the farm in consideration of letting the Bhanddiis have as 
many trees^as they wanted at six and eight trees for a rupee; but of late 
the fazandars have refused the Bhanddris trees at a quarter of a rupee 
each or even at any^ mto. Tins has greatly prejudiced your peti* 
tioners. As your petitioners have set forth the above indulgence was 
granted the fazanddrs entirdy in consideration of lotting them have 
trees to on masonahle terms and encoumge tliem that the 
Honourable C^pany’ s fam might bo increased. It is humbly prayed 
that this indulgence may be now withdrawn, and that they mayW 
be perfliittcd to draw any trees for their own use without paying to 
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farm unless they will use your petitioners as formerly and let 
•'■hem have trees.^ 

The Board then observe : The 26th July 1757 being the dayappoint- 
sd.for letting out the arrack farm the present renters Bdbuji Esdji Naik 
rmd other Bhandilris deliver in the above petition and proposals ofBering 
'X) increase the rent Rs. 1000 a year or to give Rs. 34,400 a year for the 
^erm of three years from the 12th of next month (August) on oar comply- 
:ng with their proposals. These being taken into consideration we cannot 
^out allow that the Bhand&ris have always been extremely ready and 
usefnl in serving the Honourable Company in a military capacity, and 
such Members of the Bom-d as resided here when the farm was rented 
to Antonio de Lima and Shivdji Dharamset, well remember that many 
of them were obliged to leave the island on account of the hardships 
they then sufEered by being deprived of the ferm. We therefore 
think it would be very impolitic in us while engaged in a war with 
France to mn any risk of losing the Bhand4ris' assistance even though 
any other persons made the same or rather bettei' offers. But as the 
Bliandaris have often raised the rent, we have good reason to believe 
what they now offer is as much as they can well afford for the fiirm. 
Besides we have no reason to object to &e first and fifth articles. It is 
but just that the Bhanddris should be allowed an eqnal number as before 
of the trees we have lately assigned the proprietors of those out down 
round the Town Wall in October last j also tlmt the rest of the fazanddrs 
should continue to indulge the Bhanddris with as many trees as they 
have heretofore enjoyed at a reasonable rate. Otherwise the Bhanddns 
"will give up the. privilege they have always granted the fiizanddrs of 
diawmg a certain number of trees for the use of their families without 
paying anything to the farm. The method the Bhanddris propose in the 
third article of preventing any diminution in the Honouinble Uompany^s 
enstoms by giving them a privilege of buying all the malmdn that may 
be imported in order that they may not be imposed upon by such persons 
as have had a license for distilling that article for their particular use, 
is so reasonable that it is agreed to acquiesce therein. At the same 
time as the Mdzgaon estate was rented of the Mayor's Court on terms 
that were approved by this Board, we cannot think of altering the 
clause in favour of the Kunbis, nor of laying any additional duty 
on the Goa arrack imported by black merchants. The farmers' second 
and fourth proposals are, therefore, rejected. Resolved ihat we 
acquiesce in the rest for the reasons abovementioned. The farmers 
beino" accordingly acquainted therewith agree to renew the lease at 
Rs. lOOO a year more than they pay at present, agreeable to which 
the Secretary is directed to draw a contract,® 

The following additional articles were accordingly added in the 
articles of agreement of 1754 : That such fazand^rs as have had 
oarts lately assigned them at Mdhim by the President and Council 
in lieu of those' out down round the town wall in October last shall 
be obliged to allow the said Babu Es4ji Ndifc and other farmers to draw 
as- many trees in the above said oarts at M4him as th^ allowed the 
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eaid farmers out; of those cut down round the Town Wall, or end 
a numhor of troos in Iho said onrts os may not be deemed piejtidical 
to them conformable to what is stipulated in the sixth artulc oi th 
agreement. Tliat from the date of these presents the said Bdba iaji ) 
Nitilc and other farmers shall hare tlio sole privilege of purchasing all tie 
malvuda that may be imported to this island on 'condition that thn 
allow certain Pdtsis and others who have been hitherto indnigedTW 
a permission of distilling arrack for the use of flicmsclres and 
families such a quantity of the said article at prime cost ss thj 
want or as ma3'bo deemed suiOcient for their presentnse, namely Ftanp 1 
Bustarnii, Mdnekji Navroji, INbancltaiji Bamanji, Jijibhdi Modi, 
Mdnek^i Limji, Baman Jiva, Lavji Wddia, Pcstan Macei j 
Komati, and Mdnokji Monorail. And that the said £mners dal I 
every year pay to the Bombay custom master whatever may k 
deficient on the customs of the said article daring the term of ihi 
lease according to the medium of the customs which have heea 
collected on ma/mda foe three years last past. That as the fozandin 
who have been indulged with the liberty of drawing a certain nnmlxt j 
of trees for tho use of their £imilics without paying anything to tie 
farm in consideration of their letting the Bhanddiis have as many trees 
as they might want to draw on reasonable terms (being six aadcigU 
trees for a rupee) have lately rofased to allow the Bhanddrb trees at 
any rate, tlio said indulgence to the fazanddrs shall be withdrawn from 
henceforward unless they will furnish tho Bhanddris as formerly.* 

In a letter of tho 25th April 1 759 the Court approve the step 
taken by the Board in granting tho Bbonddris the arrack farm. 
They write ; Your indulgence to the Bhauddris was a right meamira. 
You did well in granting them the arrack farm. They certaMy 
are a useful people, and as wo judge the rent of tliis farm is carried 
to the highest pitch, ^we see no just reason it should be in other 
hands so long as their conduct is deserving your favour, and that 
you arc satisfied them is no considerable increase in its value.^ 

At a Consultation of the Slst July 1759, tho Board read the fol- 
lowing potition from tho Bbanddris of Bombay and Mdhim: That 
your poor petitioners hnmbly beg leave to represent to your Honour that, 
when the troops went on ihe.late expedition to Surat your petitioners 
were obliged to send a number of Bbanddris every day as per account 
hereunto annexed on militia duty for above two months, the necessity 
for winch your petitioners being sensible of, they executed the same 
TOlh all dibgence and oli^iy as appears by Major Mace's certificate. 
But yoTU- pet^oners having thei-eby suffered much in their occupation 
they humbly Ug your Honour will order justice to be done as that duty 
prevented their ta^g the necessary care of the trees by which they 
were deprived of toe toddy from 10,508 trees at Bombay and Mdlum. 
They hkewmo sustamed another loss by your Honour’s forbiddmg the 
sale of parnar arrack to any Europeans while his Majesty's squ^n 

* Pub. Dloiy SO of 1767, SU. 

• Pub. Dcp. Court'. Bettor. Vol. 6 of 17G7 - 1761, 187 -188, 
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vva*? at ttiip place anil hail ahont 400 cocoanut trees cut down which 
'*vcre not replaced for about sis months. All which losses have occasioned 
your petitioners owing a large kilancc to the Honourable Company 
. .md fazanddrs. In Governor Law's time 3'our petitioners did militia 
Jiitj'. Tliey were not onli* allowed pro\-isions bj- the Govenunent, but 
uad tobacco also given them .as j-our Honour inaj' see b^' the accotints 
;'it that time. All this j'our i)ctitioncrs submit to j-our consideration 
lagging Iluat proper allowances maj' lx> mjidc 3mnr petitioner.-? who 
always have been and still are ready to serve the IIonouT.able Company 
as 3-our Honour 11103'^ plc.ise to direct.* 

At a Consultation of the :llst Julv 1759 the Board resolve that the 
oonsideralion of the Bliand:lris’ claim for damages he deferred.- 

• On tlic 7 th August 1759 the Board repenisod the BhanddnV petition 
of the 31 st JuU' and appointed Slcssrs. B3-feld, IIomb3'', and ‘Waters 
a committee for enquiring into its merit.® 

Seven da3*s later, on the 1 -lth August 1759 , the Board read a letter 
from IMcssrs. B3'feld Ilonihx' and Watera with the cnelo-icd report of 
the cnquir3’ into the merits of the petition delivered b3' the Blianddris of 
Bomha3" and Muhim. Agreeable to this thc3’ resolved that the Collec- 
tor Ijc ordered to deduct Its. 609 from their rent for the arrack farm 
ovr account of the loss lho3' sustained b3' our prohibiting the sale of 
jKirriar arrack mid todd}' to anv* Europeans from the 14 -th December 
last to 8II1 April agreeable to Vice-Admiral Pocock's desire. Tins 
prohibition at the time we laid it on wo ivcrc sensible would occasion 
a representation from the Bhandiiris, and as tbc}’ represent that the 
fazanddrs do not allow them tluj stipulated number of three per cent 
trees conformable to their lease, the Collector must likewise Ijc ordered 
to see that tlic CazandArs comjjl3’ therewith.* 

Ala Consultation of the 2 nd JanHar3' 1760 the Bo.ard rc.ad the fol- 
lowing petition from the Bhandiiris of Bombaa’ ; That 3'our petitioners 
^Yiil^ the greatest respect beg leave to represent tliat 11103- have sutEered 
vcr3' much I13- cutting down of cocoanut ti-ecs. llegarding this tIio_v 
have Ijcfore petitioned 3'our Honour, but liavc not 3’ct been .able to get 
an3' rcstilntion cillier 'for this loss or for the service tli03’' did the 
Honourable Compan3' for two montlis in tlic militia. Your ^itionoi-s 
furliicr represent that Ifancliarji Bamanji li-aving got oite* of the 
Honourable Comp.an3''6 oarls in exchange for his, has absoriitel3- 
ordered the pharusftes'ov sweepers to take down the todd3' pots from the 
li-ecB to 3-our petitioners' Ycr3' great detriment though your Honour and 
Council were pleased on application nmde b3' our mukddam to order 
him not to take them down. Tlic other fazancldi-s also intend the same, 
Jamsedji Framji having taken aw.a3' upwards of 100 trees from 3'our 
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i Jfiiior Mace's ccrlificntc datcit 23nl April 17>79 rnns : There having been a iiccc?-iitj' 
if cnllinc the iniliUa on tliis island to assist in the garrison duty of tliis place, these are 
o certify that the Bliantlilris of Boinhay and MAliim districts did militia duty from tlic 
5tli of I-'chmary to 17t1i of April witli all possible diligence and conformity to orders I- 
ool! upon them to lie good and well nffceUsl men. P«i>. Diary 33 "f ‘ ‘I”"' 

S I’uV. Diary 33 of 17.79, -inS-djI. =■ I'tih. Diary .1.1 of I(ii9, IOj. 

' I’nh. Diary 33 of 17.79, •I>S7. 
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potitionere. He wonld mllingly have continnetl them if your peBlbna 
Avould have paid him after the rate of three trees for a mpccwlncKih; 
absolutely refused ns nn exorbitant rate. If any strange BlianiLiThs^ 
came upon the island a few months ago, offer to pay thcfiizai\di{B&, 
liko^cxorbitant rale it wll lead to yonr pctitionein^niin. Year nomBi 
u’iU*bc pleased to order their mnkddam as administrator of the sxai 
farm not to suffer them to do it and to take him or them from out of & 
farm if they do. Formerl}' j'our jictitioncrs wore not obliged to pji 
the mon-of-w.ar any toddj". Now in compliance to your order thoyjts 
it though it is very prejudicial to them. Your petitioners are .vetyS 
used by tljc foTanditrs regarding the cocoanut trees, and the Collcctett> 
whom they have alwny's complained being sick they cannot get ait 
redress in tlieir grievance. It therefore makes them request yon mil k 
plciiscd to order Mnncharji Bamanji to continue his trees to tliem iU 
the other fazanddrs ma}' not he encouraged to force them from their 
In the time of Governor Phipps (1720-1728) afnzanddrbai'ingordM 
some phardsheato take dorni tliq toddy pots he ordered tliem to bepunEbl 
ed and strictly rcprim.mdcd the faz.mdar8. Your petitions, ait 
always ready to serve the Honourable Company’ ns sepoys, tbeynaiTuS 
their own and the Comp.anj'^s arms for that purpose, and they beg y« 
will bo pleased to protect them and not sutler them to be so nnjimij 
used by tlie fazanddrs with respect to the cocoanut trees.* ' ^ I 

Sis months later, at a Consultation of the 15th July 1760, tUcB^ ! 
read the following furtlior petition from the Bombay^ and Mdn'P 
Bhnnddris : Tlint as tlic time of tlie present arrack fiirm is almost jm, 
your pctilionci's humbly beg leave to nmkc tlieir request that yiw 
Honour will be pleased to continue the said farm to them wim P*®!® 
conditions. During the present farm your petitioners have grmuy 
suffered not only by tlio cutting down of a large number 'of cocoanu 
tiecs mtliin and vrithout the town bnt also by some of the fazanuais 
having by force taken au’ay’ a great many trees from your 
In spite of these losses your petitioners as poor people -i. 

good Jiaymcnt to the Honourable Company though to the ^ 
of their families. Had not our managers of farm begged and 
the fazanddrs to let out some trees, we should have been ruined 1^’ 
present farm. The annek farm has only twice been let to oilier jcop | 


tlian Bhanddris. During the time of those two farms j’our , - _ , 
laboured under such hardsliips that many of them unable to mamtei , « 
thcmsclvas were obliged to leave this island. For those farmers pup an 
entire stop to your petitioners' selling arrack at their own houses ana 
oppr^sed your petitioners in several other respects. The motive for yow, 
pctitiODers' agreeing to pay the veiy high rent they have hitherto pMU 
to the Honourable Company was purely that they' might be entiwJy. 
free from the oppressions and impositions of any othor’farmers.' . 
as your petitioners suffer very mndi for want of trees, they humbly 
beg you will please to order that proper method may be taken &v 
petitioners having a sufficient number of trees for tlie better 'cartymS 
on the farm. Hitlimto as your petitioners have been alu’ays considered. 


> Pub. Dinry .14 of 1700, 13-14. 
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. tlio lighb o£ the Honourable Compan3’’s 6cpo3's and have arms deli- 
jred them in order that the3r may be ready to serve on all iwoper 
scasions and arc actuall3' on all calls and do attend many services 
ithout an3’ uionthl3’’ pa3' or consideration except tliat they are indulg- 
l ndth the arrack farm b5' Avliich only your petitioners maintain 
icmsclvcs and families. IVc now find that 3'our Honour will not 
smiit us to keep a shop in the tonm for selling or any airack 
y which 3'our petitioners think tliey will lose Rs. 175 a month or there- 
oouts. \Vc therefore desire 3''ou will order the continuance of the shop 
3 a ver3'’ gre.at number of natives live witliin the tomi and we_ bind 
irselves not to sell 003- arrack to Europeans. All this your petitioners 
imbl3' submit to 3’our Honour’s consideration to grant them such aid 
id favour as 3'ou will think proper to indulge them with b3’’ continuing 
ic farm as usual and with proper conditions about cocoanut trees.^ 

At the same Consultation, loth July 1760, the Board also read tlM 
illowing letter from Bdbuji Esiiji Naik : "We will willingly giv'e 
p. 1 000 more a 3‘ear, At tho painc time we must desire 3'our Honour 
ill be pleased to order 2000 cocoanut trees aud a limitatioii to the 
irsis to distil jdfiri arrack, because these articles will greatly help us 
» pay the Honourable Compan3'’s money. Otberwise for want of trees 
e shall be greatly hurt as at present we arc obliged to push ourselves to 
ly one pice and" two pice more a tren together with the money to pay 
uio Honourable Compan3' wliich is very baid aud we cannot bear it. 
. (Wo tliereforo 633' if wc liavc about 2000 cocoanut trees wo can bo able 

• to maintain oui'solves and pa3’ the Honourable Company this money 
with great pleasure.® 

At a Consultation of tlie 29th July 1760, pf ter reading these letters 
■'the Board jiass the following orders : Bnbuji Esdji Ndik the prmcipal 
of the Bliandiiris, being called on to know what they offer for renting 
the arrack farm, leaves the same to our determination after declanng 
that ho will furnish 600 Blianddris to act as sepoys whenever required 
by us without an3’’ pay or allowrauces but those for jiroviszons and 
tobacco for the time they may be employed. This he agicOT to be luser ted 
as an article of tho lease. Ho is told tliat no arrack shop will be permitted 
to bo kept mtliin the gates. The other proposal being taken into consi- 
deration together with the I05th paragraph of our Honourable Mastera 
commands of 25th April 1759, wherein they approved of our givmg the 
last contract to the Bhanddris, and the reasons set forth ip t/on- 
snltation of tho 26tli July 1757 still subsisting )»tli 'vzai respect 
‘ to the French war and to the hardships we are sensible the Jihanaaris 
must be 

* resolved, i 

! to the Bhandaiis provided tlie3'- will give - , , 

five 3'eare. As tlie Bhanddris agree the Secretary is ordered to prepare a 
' lease accordingly.* 

' At a Consultation of the 5th August 1760 the Bo^d take mto 
consideration that Ignatio de Gama lias offered Rs. 3000 for tho pnvi- 
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were employed. The £azandars of Mdhim then let out tlieir trees 
to draw toddy nt the rate of six trees a mpee and those at Bomlay 
at four trees the rupee. About two years ago the fazanddrs havd^ 
altered the price of iJheir trees to 4 for a rupee at Mdhim and to 2,'. 

& and 3 trees a rupee at Bombay. This tliough greatly to our prejudice' 
and loss we were obliged to accept, because as we bad then taken .the 
farm we must one way or other finish it. We are informed that the 
&zanddrs intend requesting a greater price for their cocoanut tines of, 
order against the old and observed rule of the farm. As the advantages 
of the farm chiefiy depend upon the cheapness of the order trees, if the 
fazanddrs are allowed to charge market rates for order trees your 
petitioners will be rained. The Honourable Company’s works are 
also lessened and on this account so great a number of bigdris ate gone 
olE the island that the tobacco and other farms have greatly fallen. 
By the decrease in the sale of arrack we are great sufferers. " S1^ ym • 
take the liberty to offer Bs. 1000 more and most humbly pray that , 
the couditious noted above may be gmnted and added to our lease fvliicb^ 
will be some help to us. We formerly have and still are ready to . 
serve the Company with great zeal and fidelity on any occasion that 
offei-s. We therefore most humbly hope your Honour in yom* great , 
charity will be pleased to favour us by granting ns this farm. If it is, 
given to another farmer we shall be ruined, because he will find many 
means to hurt us. All this we most humbly take the liberty to lay at , 
your Honour’s feet to consider in our behalf, you being a father to the 
poor and helpless.^ . , 

A Consultation of the 6th August 1765 records : This hdug the day 
appointed for letting out the arrack farm the Board repair to the 
Bandar to put up the same. A petition was there delivered • from the 
Bhand4iis wherein they offer Bs. 1000 more than they, gave for the ' 
last.lease provided we will insert some new conditions proposed by 
tham. But as the fazaudi&cs’ petition, for raising tire priee of tlw 
order trees has not yet been deteimined on ; and as our compl^dng 
with the ^anddrs’ prayer will make some differences in the advan- 
tages accAiing from the farm j and as some other matters relative 
thereto likewise require consideration, it is agreed to defer coming to ^ 
any determination on tills subject till next Monday. In the interin^ 
we shall have recourse to the records and establish such regulations, aV^ 
well with respect to the order trees as to some other parts of the 
farm, as may appear to us equitable and consistent with our Honour- 
able Masters’ interest.®. 

A Consultation a week later (12th August 1765) continues: Agree- 
able to our resplution last Tuesday the Board met to take nto conader- ' 
ation the preliminaries necessary to be stipulated in respect to the 
arrack farm, as well as to consider the petition from the &zandiirs of 
Bombay apd. Mdhim laid before us the SSrd (30th) ultimo. The first • 
point the fiizanddrs press is that the trees of order may he put upon 
the same footing as the trees of will. On this it is observed that the 


• Puljt Diary 45 of 1763, 514-616: 


- PuT). Diary 45 of 1765, 512'. 
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Eazandars' pretensions tO_ some relief in this respect seem just, as the 
value of the o^er trees is now so much more than it was formerly. 
At the same time we do not think that the rates for order trees should 
he so high as those for willing trees. It is tlierefore resolved that in 
the next farm the rate for the three per cent trees of order, he 
increased from Rs. 0-3-75 to Rs. 2 instead of to Rs. 4 which' the 
tezandirs request espeeisdly as m, ovdj of the 10 .OOft trees does the 
rule of a three per cent of order trees apply. The B^ndaris’ proposals 
for having their lease renewed with the new conditions they desire being 
referred to, together with the report of the committee appointed to adjust 
some dispute between tlie Bhanddris and their mukadam, also entered on 
our Diary under the 28tii February 1764, the following resolutions 
are now teken and ordered to he explained to the Bhanddris that they 
may duly consider the same and acquaint us what they can really 
afford to give for the farm upon those terms. We shall then come to a 
determination as to the expediency of letting the Bhanddris have the 
farm again or of putting it up to auction. The new terms are ; No 
person is to be suffered to make use of the edra (that is ‘ in turn’) trees 
except the fazanddrs' ; nor are the fazanddin upon any pretence to take 
more trees than what they ma}' really want for the use of their own femily 
on pain of being iined Rs. 20 for every tree they may be found to have 
above that number. The mukddam to be allowed two koitas (that is as 
many trees ns two knives can dress) and each chaughula and pdtil one 
coif (koita) each and no more upon any pretence whatever. Except 
the families who Iiave been heretofore indulged in this respect, no 
person to- be suffered to distil makuda into arrack on pain of being 
fined Rs. 10 for the first offence, Bs. 20 for the second, and Rs. 50 for 
the tliird, with such further punishment as may be inflicted on them. 
The above families who have this indulgence are not to import mahntia 
tlvemsalvus. Thay must apply for what they may want to the Blmn- 
ddris who are to supply them witli the same at prime cost, the families 
first gi^ung an account to the Collector what qimntity of arrack 
they really want for tbe immediate use of their families. More than 
this the Bliandaris must not make on any pretence whatever. No persons 
whatever, except those heretofore indulged with tliis privilege, are 
import nip, country, or parriar arrack from the other side of 
"i^ij^Jiarbour without tho consent both of the Bhandaris and of the 
^OllectlSw. Ordered that a publication issue by beat of drum requir- 
ing all thT«e inhabitants of this island to pay implicit obedience to the 
j^OpAvSci^i regulations.® 

At a Consultation of the 16th August 1765 the Board read the follow- 
ing petition from theBhanddris ; That your petitioners with great respect 
beg leave to represent to your Honour that last Monday your Honour 
was pleased to send for and tell them that the Council had determined 
that they should pay the fazandars Rs. 2 for every tree of order a 
year and to give them permission to bring over such arrack as they 

> Tlie produce of tdra or in turn trees was used day about by the owner and tbe 
Diary 45 of 1706, 519*521. Corap. of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1739-1788, 

140- 148. 
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-were employed. The fazanddrs o£ Mdhim then let out tlieif trees 
to draw toddy at the rate of sis trees a rupee and those at Bombay 
at four trees the rupco. About two yc.irs ago Uie fazanddrs ^ve. 
altered tlie price of tlieir trees to d* for a rupee at Mdhim and to 2 , 

and 3 trees a rupee at Bombay. This tliougli greatly to our prejudice 
and loss we were obliged to aceept, because as we had then taken the 
farm we must one way or other linish it. We are informed that the 
fazanddrs intend requesting a greater price foe their cocoanut trees o£' 
order against the old and observed imlc of the farm. As the advantages 
of the farm chiefly depend upon the cheapness of the order tincsj if the. 
fazanddrs ore nllon'cd to charge market rates for order trees your 
petitioners vrill he rained. The Honourable Companjr's works arc^ 
also lessened and on this account so great a number of bigdris are gonq. 
oif tlic island that the tobacco and other farms have greatly fallen. 
By the decrease in the sale of arrack we arc great suifci'crs. StillVc 
take the liberty to offer Bs. 1000 more and most humbly pray that 
the conditions noted above may be granted and added to our lease which 
udll bo some help to us. Wo formerly have and still arc ready to 
serve tlio Company with great zeal and fidelity on any occasion that 
offers. We therefore most humbly hope your Honour in your great 
charity will be pleased to favour us by granting us this farm. If it is 
given to another farmer we shall be ruined, because he will find many 
means to hurt us. All this we most humbly take the liberty to lay at 
your Honour’s feet to consider in our behalf, you being a father to the. 
poor and helpless.^ 

A Consultation of the Gth August 1765 records : This being the day 
appointed for letting out the arrack farm tlie Board repair to the - 
Bandar to put up the same. A petition was there delivered - from tlie 
Bhandaris wherein they offer Es. 1000 more than they gave for the 
last.lcaso provided we will insert some new conditions proposed by 
them. But as the fazanddrs’ petition for raising the price of the 
order trees has not y^et been determined on ; and as our complying 
with the ^anddrs’ prayer will make some differences in the advan- 
tages accruing from the farm; and as some other matters relative 
thereto likewise require consideration, it is agreed to defer coming to ^ 
any determination on this subject till next Monday. In the inierin^ 
we shall have recoiuse to the records and establish such regulations, o*r^ 
well with respect to tlie order trees as to some other parts of the 
farm, as may appear to us equitable aud conEi6l.ent with our Houom*- 
ablc Masters’ interest.^. 

A Oonsultatiou a week later (12tli August 1765) coutinucs : Agree- 
able to our resolution last Tuesday tlie Board met to take nto consider- ' 
ation the preliminaries necessary to be stipulated in respect to the 
arrack farm, as wdl as to consider the petition from tho fazanddrs of ' 
Bombay and Mdhim laid before' ns 'the 28rd (30th} ultimo. The first 
point the fazanddrs press is that ■flic trees of order may he put upon 
•the same footing as ihe trees of will. On this it is observed iimt the 
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HatcriaU.] 


AND ISLAND. 


-187 


faz.md.'irs’ prctonpions lo Fomo relict in this respect seem just, as the 
of the order trcc.s is now so much more tliau it was formerly. 
At the same time we do not think tliat the rates for order trees should 
Ik* so high ns those for willing trees. It is therefore resolved that in 
the next farm tI>o rate for the three jicr cent trees of order, he 
increaced from Its. 0-3-75 to Rs. 2 instead of to Its. 4 which the 
fw/AwAtrs Tftvprcst cspceinMy us iu only ot ttrcIft.OhO trees does the 
rule of a three por cent of order trees apply. The Bhandiiris' propos.als 
for having their lease renewed with the new conditions tlicy desire being 
referred to, together with the reportof the committee appointed to adjust 
some dis]mto between the Bhand/iris and tlicir miikildam, also entered on 
our Diary under the 2Sth Fcbniarv 1704, the following resolutions 
arc now taken and ordered to Iw explained to tlie Bhanddris tliat they 
m.ay duly consider the same .and acquaint us what they can realty 
afford to give for the farm Tipon those terms. IVe shall then come to .a 
determination as to the cxiicdicncy of letting the Blianddris Iiave the 
fann again or of putting it up to .auction. The new terms arc : No 
pcrsonls tolw suffered to make use of the corn (that is • in turn’) trees 
oxcc])! the faz.anditrs' ; nor arc the fazanddrs upon any pretence to take 
Jiitiro trees than what they may really want for thcu«c of their own family 
on jiam of being lined 2U for every tree they nuay Ikj found to kavc 
alravc tliat nuinlwr. Hie mukstdain to lie allowwl two loihis (that is as 
many trees as twoktiivc? can dress) .and each ckaughula and pAtil one 
eoi(\t;o{fn) cadi and no more upon any pretence wliatcvcr. Except 
the families who linvo heretofore* imlulgctl in this respect, no 

])crson lo 1« mlfcrcil to distil tnaJituht into arrack on jiain of being 
lined Its. 1(1 for the first offence, Jts. 20 for the second, and Rs, 50 for 
the third, with such further pnnhlinicnl a-s may Iw inflicted on them. 
Tlio alsive families who have this indulgence arc not to import mahitila 
tlwnwdves. They wwwt apply foe wliat they may want to the Blwx- 
d.'iris who are to siqiplv them u-itli the s.amc at prime cost, (he families 
first giving an acLoiinl to the Collector what quantity of nmick 
ihev rc.allv want hir the immediate use of their families. Jfore than 
this tile liliandaris iini«t not nwke on any pretence whatever. _ No persons 
whatever, except those heretofore indulged with this privilege, arc 
-.., 4^0 import ni]*, coiintrV, or parriar arrack from the other side of 
^’TvJnrbour without (lie consent Iiotli ot the Bliaudihis and of the 
./ollcctilSof. Ordered that n publication is.snc by beat of dnira requir- 
ing nil tli^o iiihabitanls of this island to p-ay implicit obedience to the 
jTjXSce'li'vfo^ f rcguLalions.® 

At a Consull.ation of Uic 16Ui August 1705 (lie Boaril read the follow- 
ing ]iclition from thcBhandiiris : Tliat your petitioners with great respect 
i)og le.ave to reprc.sont to your Honour that Inst Monday your Honour 
was pleased to send for and tell them that the Council had determined 
tliat they should pay the fa7..andrirs Rs. 2 for every tree of order a 
j-c-ar and* to give them permission to bring over such arrack as they 
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clionlil want for foasts. That <ho Ifononrajilc Connell wonUl not 
j{ive thorn llio nmick farm for 11s. 89,000 llie price they bad offered and 
dircctod that fhoy shmilcl assemble ajjd coiistilt how much more they 
would give foi it. In conscuuencc of this your polilloncrs g.athcrcd 
all the liliandaris together and acfjiinintcd them of the Hoard’s resolu- 
tion, to .win'cli, CKoepting those who are against your petitioners, the 
])h.mddris answered that the rate of the onlcr trees was formerly 
established and had never been altered. Still since your Honour 
Ordered them they must acfiuicsce though the change tend# to their 
great prejudice, for they by this means must pay the fazandars 
Its. 2119-1-75 a year more than formerly. If tluj Ilononrnblc Com- 
pany' would tlicmselvc.s take this sum the Bliandiiris would not be sorry 
for they would get restitution on some olher occac'on. But they 
cannot cspeel any return from the fn'zanddrs. Your Honour w.as also 
pleased to onlor your jictilioners to give the fasmudars jieritclnal lilicrty 
of bringing arrack from the other s'dc for their fc.ists lies'.de nirtt trees 
all which terms jn favour of the f:iz.andiirs will exempt them from 
lioing under any oldigalion to the Hliandaris and then they will use 
the Bhandfiris as Inrd as they please with respect to their trees. All 
this obliges your petitioners . to lay their head# at yoitr Honour's feet. 
They humbly implore your Honour will ha plcasc<l to order the fazanddrs 
to eonlinne and preserve tlie niimhor of trees at the present rale 
without any alteration and not to t.aknawny from them any tree during 
this faiTO of five years and to leave the vdra trees in your jietitioners’ 
]iowcr and disposal. Also to continue your petitioners the ^icrmissinn 
of bringing your petitioners' arrack for fsi'/.and'trs' feasts to induce 
them thereby not to use yonr petitioners hard. Olhenvi«o tlic Blmn- 
difris uill he subjected to the fnzaudiirs and conseriuontly obliged to 
yield to their dciuands however arbitrary. On your Honour’s taking 
pity on the poverty of the Bhand:iris and granting them these thr«*e 
articles to wit vdra trees, permission of bringing your petitioners’ 
arrack, and to preserve the same number of order trees .at the present 
price, your Honour’s pciitiouers vvill give Ks. 39,500, Some of tlicm 
are not content to do this. Still by consent of their majority they do 
ofler .and will punetunllj” paj- this increase to the Honourable Company. 
They humbly desiro yonr llouour to ebsorve tliat, if this is aec.eptcd,,. 
they will every year be obliged to pay Us. 1 500 more to the 
as well as Its. 21+9-1-75 to the fazaiulirs if your Honour’s 
order trees should pay one-half market rate is enforced. Thej* ^ ^ 

desire your Honour will bo jileascd to order the faranddrs to ^ 

trees of order as the Bhanddris may choose and to be allowed to cut stops 
in the trees for the Vrihi Bliauddris who c.annot climb without 
Y’ournononi'’s petitioners being poor helpless distressed persons liumliiy 
submit the whole to your Honour's consideration.* 

The same day, Iflth August 1765, after reading the above petition 
the Board pass the folloiving orders : 'llie new clauses intended to lie 
inserted in the lease of the arrack farm hanng been protwrlj' explained 
to the Bhanditris, they now deliver in proposals wherein thej' offer 
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Bs. 39,500 a year or Re. 1500 more tlian the last farm. This beine 
now taken into consideration, the mukadam is called befoi'c us and the 
question put whether the)"' really can afford to give any more. The 
mukddam declares that tlic advance of Rs. 2000 upon the order 
trees and tlie increase in the rent offered in the proposals now before 
us renders it impossible for them to give more than Rs. 40,000 a 
year for the farm. He being directed to withdraw it is observed that as 
none else has made any proposals for renting the farm and as the 
fazandlrs offered to kako it on the terms of the last lease only on 
condition of our increasing the price of order trees to the full rate 
given for the others, thcro is little reason to imagine we shall get 
more by putting the farm to auction. For this reason and as our 
Honourable Masters have also been pleased to approve of the preference 
we gave the Bliandiiris in the last farm it is agreed to accept their 
offer of Rs. 40,000 a year for a term of five years. A lease is 
according!}' ordered to be drawn out with all the foimer conditions 
arid the necessary ■ additions in consequence of our resolution of the 
12th instant. In order as much ns possible to prevent the disputes 
which happened during the late farm and to have the business carried 
on in the best manner for the benefit of the Bhandtiris in general, 
which from the weakness of his understanding we do not think the 
present mukddam capable of performing, resolved that a manager be 
appointed in the same manner as was practised formerly and with an 
allowance of Rs. 30 a month. Manuel Barretto being judged a proper 
person to oxcontc this trust is appointed accordingly. Also resolved 
tliat a set of regulations bo prepared and laid before us for our appro- 
bation for Manuel's best guidance in carrying on the business of the 
farm.* 

A Considtation of the 27th October 1767 records : This being 
the day appointed for letting out the punch houses the Major and 
Superintendent now present, set forth tliat the licensed punch houses 
have proved extremely prejudicial to the health of the soldiers and seamen 
who have at all times free access to them, and very detrimental to 
the service and to the good order of the place. The Honomuble 
Company's orders on the establishment of these houses arc therefore now 
referred to, whereby it appears ihey no further approve of these houses 
tlian as they may bo useful to the inhabitants and not prejudicial to 
the health of their soldiers and seamen. Resolved therefore, in order to 
remedy this evil, and not entirely abolish the revenue, that only two 
houses bo allowed to be kept in every respect upon the same footing 
as those now permitted. XSxcept that no soldier or seaman be suffered to 
enter them upon any pretence whatever, nor be furnished with any liquor 
from tliem on pain of the fanner being fined Rs. 25 for the first offence, 
Rs. 50 for the second, Rs. 100 for the third, and for a fourth that he 
bet'-nedout of the house of ter being duly convicted thewof before 
ond ' IMajesty's Justices of the Peace. Ordered that public notice 
bo i of these our Resolutions, and that the houses bo put up on 
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Tnesday next ll»e 8rf of November when the preference is to 1»e given' 
to Europeans in farming them ns wo think they •will be hotter in 
Enropcan hands than in those of the natives.* 

Accordingly on the 3rd November 1767, agreeable to 'their 
Ecsolutian of the lost Council day, the Board proceeded to put up two 
punch houses to {arm. The terms and conditions on which they were 
to bo lot being published and explained to the several persons attending; 
they were put up separatelj' and one let to Mdnekji Dorabji for Us, 2620' 
a year, and the other to Samuel Barber for 'Its. 3020 for the mtno 
icm to commence from tliis da}'.^ On receipt of this information, in a, 
letter of the 31&t Mnrdi 1769, paragraph 69, Bio Court observe : The 
Major and Superintendent having represented that tlic punch bouses 
were very prejudicial to the good order and dinuplinc of tlie island by 
the soldiers and sailors liaring free access to them, wo approve your 
reducing their number and regalnting them so as to prevent such evils 
in fntiirc, although they did not let for so much as before, and we 
expect you will be careful to see yoxir regulations are strictly complied" 

At a Consultarion of tho 19tb January 1770 tbo Board read two 
petitions from W. Chambers and D<avid Ecklin (TbomiSS Aukling?) 
Europeans desiring they may be permitted to keep houses of entertain* 
ment for strangers which wo, the Board say, arc sensible would 
under proper restrictions bo of gcncml utility. Ordered therefore tliat' 
Messrs. Jervis aud Fletelicr take tlio same into consideration and draw 
up such regulations as they may tiiink eligible to be laid before U8< 
for our approbation.* 

At a Consuliition of the Ist March 1770 tlie Board received the ■ 
following report from this Committee, dated 29tb January 1770: 
Having in consequence of your Honour’s orders of the 23rd instant] 
taken into consideration the proposals for keeping two licensed taverns ' 
within tlie to\vn >valls, wc now cnolosc sundry regulations and rates 
respecting tlie same. If these nilos are duly attended to, wc hope 
the tav'cms ivill answer the purposes proposed thereby.® The follow- 
ing arc tlic rules and orders to be o1»crvcd in the two honses licensed 
for taverns : The keepers are on no account cither to entertain in 
tlieir houses .any private seamen or soldiers or to sell any liquor to be 
carried therefrom for the use of any such persons. If a tavern keeper 
is accused of any such offence, upon being duly convicted thereof before 
any one of His Majesty's Justices of tlie Peace, bo will bo fined for' 
the first offence Bs. 300, and for a second offence ho will be fined ‘ 
tbc.same amount, and will also be disabled from .holding any Ecenso' 
in future.^ The keeper must take great care tliat no riots or disorders 
are committed m his house. Upon a proof of any disorder not only 
the^ keepers but tho parties will be punished as the law directs and 
their Hcen^ away. The keepers must take particular notice tlrnt 
they do not offend against the following extracts from the Acts of Parlia- ^ 


> Fab. Diary 49 of 1767, 695. COG. 
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meat, namely : By the 2iid and 3rd Edward the 6th Cap. 15, it is 
enacted that i£ any shall conspire to sell victuals, but at certain prices, 
they shall, on conviction at the Sessions, by witness confession or 
otherwise, forfeit £10 to the Eing for thefcst ofEence, and, if not paid 
in six days, they shall he imprisoned for twenty days ; for the second 
offence £20 in like manner, or tJie pillory ; and for the third offence 
£40 in like manner, the pillory, and to become infamous. By the 
7th Jac. Cap. 10 and 21rt Jac. Cap. 7 and 8th Car. Cap. 4th, it is 
enacted that if any ale-housekeeper shall be convicted of tippling, 
or being drunk, he shall be disabled for the space of three years from 
keeping any such ale-house. By the let Jao. Gap. 9th, it is enacted 
that if any ale-housekeeper suffer any person to remain tippling in 
his house at an unseasonable hour, he shall on conviction for every 
offence forfeit ten killings. By the laws of England the tavern- 
keeper may detain the person of a guest who cats, or tlie horse which 
eats, till payment is made for what they have had. But should the 
keeper detain any such horse, the law does not allow the tavern-keeper 
to make use thereof.^ 


The tavern-keepers are allowed to charge the following rates. And, 
tliey are properly authorized for so doing, if the keepers exact 
any more they will be severely punished ; 

For breakfast, tea coffee with bread and butter ; for diniwr and suppe^ 
butdier's meat, fish, poultry, and greens, one beaker of and m much 

country beer as they can drink, each meal, for each person, dinner 

and one beaker of punch. Re, 1, For a roast w boiled fowl either cold or hot, 
Be. i. For a plate of ham or tongue, Re. i. For a plate of cold beef or mutton. 

Be }•, For a ^te of hot (beef or mutton) with greens. Re. f For coffee tea or 
chocolate inoludhig bread butter and su^r. Re. |. 

S: Claret Be. 3, Hook Bs. 24. Weira U, Port ^ 

Be 1. Cider Be. 1, Bottled Boer Be. 1, Cask Beer Ito. _i, Brandy Ms. ^ 
Bs. 3, and Gin Bs. 24, the three last per qnarU A pint of good punch 
either of Goa or Batavia arrack Be. J. For a bed each night Re. i- 
If auv eentlemau orders at dinner or supper, turkeys h^s geese 
or made aishea, they must pay as agreed on for those dishesat a reason- 
able rate Those who agree to diet in the houses must pay at the rate 
of ^2^ day whether Siey eat or not An Ordinary every ^y con- 
HiBtins- of bedE mutton, fowls, ducks, fish, and greens in season at Re. 1. 
SSlSimto ta dlowed «M beaksr ot pmd. mi 

nnll for All persons whatever entertained in the houses are to pay 

h^iL^^rSKbe ?imo"5^an o4er 
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The Board approve these regnlations and resolve that William 
Chamhers and Thomas Ackling ^ David Ecklin?) who petitioned to 
keep the houses are to have permission accordingly, with the express 
condition that they are not to he concerned with each other either directly 
or indirectly. Also an exciseman is to be appointed as formerly.^ 


Thirteen days later at a Consultation o£ the 14th March 1770 tht 
Board read a petition from Bobert Barnet requesting joermission to 
keep a honse for retailing liqnor, and setting fortli that, if a license is 
granted him, ho will engage to prevent any one from selling liqnor but 
hims elf . The Board oteerve ; Barnet also undertakes to give proper 
security to abide by such regnlations and restrictions and to pay 
such duties as we may think proper. Ordered that the same be 
referred to the conmderation of Messrs. Jeivis and Stackhouse 
to whom the particulars of Barnet's scheme and the security he 
proposes to give for complying with his engagements axe referred 
for report to we Boord.^ Onthe2l8t March the Committee submit 
the following report : In consequence of your order under the-lSth 
instant relative to a petition of Bobert Barnet praying a license 
for retailing liqnor, we have examined him respecting the saine and 
now enclose your worehip sundry articles agreed to. by him. for 
carrying the same into execution. We beg leave to observe that 
such a house appears to ns to be much wanted, and that, provided the 
articles enclosed are duly attended to, it will, we hope, prevent the 
too frequent riots that happen owing to the pernicions country liquors 
which are still privately obtained notwithstanding the many fines which 
have been inflicted.® The following are the rules agreed to by Bobert 
Barnet for keeping a pnneb-bouse : (1) That he shall be permitted to 
open the honse at sunrising every morning and that he shall be obliged 
to shut the same at sunsetting every day and not sufiEer any persons t« 
remain any longer in his house after that time ; (2) That he shall, pay 
the same rates of extnse as the public taverns of this town do at present 
pay or such other new rates' as may be enforced j (S) That wbenevei 
required be shall let the officer of excise examine into all parts of the 
premises where the said punch house is kept; (4) That he shall ‘keej 
open only one house for retailing liqnor; (5) That he shall on,n( 
account saffer any gaming in his house ; (6) That he shall jkf inte 
the Custom House for the use of the Honourable Company Be. fiOO. t 
year in half-yearly pa 3 ^ents, the first payment on the day of opening 
the bouse, the second at the expiration of six months ; (7) That ho ii 
not to suffer any riot or disturbance in the bouse ; (8) Ibat on eon 
viction of being guilty of a breach of any of these articles for the firs' 
offence be shall pay a fine of Rs. 300 and for 'the second 'the licqnB 
shall be foneitea ; (9) That all liquors are to be sold agreeable to tb 
rates allowed the former puneb-bonses as specified in the license ; (lO 
Eor a &ith£ul abiding by and conformity with the above rales, ani 
such others as may be gi'ven him extracted from the la'ws of England 
be shall enter mto a seomity bond for the sum of Bs. 10,000, namcl; 


» Put. Dial? 55 of 1770, 147 -148. a Pnb. Diaiy 55 of 1770, 184, 
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Es. 5000 himself anil two sureties in Es. 2500 each; (11) Tliat he 
shall take particular care to find out all persons who may sell liquor 
without license aiid give information thereof.^ 

At a Consultation on the 21st March 1770 the Board approve 
these restrictions and regulations and grant Robert Barnet peimisraon 
to keep a retail liousc upon girang proper security to abide by his 
proposals.- 

At a Consultation, IStli Julj' 1 770, tlie Board read tho following 
report from the Committee to the President, dated 9t]i July 1770 : In 
compliance with your Ilonour’s orders of the 5th instant for enquiring 
into the merits of tho Blianddris’ petition and proposal, wc met on 
Saturday last for that purpose hawng summoned the Bhandilris as 
well as flic fazandsire to attend ns. The fazanddrs wore made m - 
qiiainted with tho Bhanddris’ complaint in regard to the trees of will. 
In answer they said Uiat nothing was settled by the Governor and 
Connell when the farm was last put up. On reference to the register 
wc found this to be true and that only the trees of order were fixed hav- 
ing been raised from Re. 0-3-75to Bs. 2 a year. We then recoinmcnded 
to the Blmndiiris to settle with the fazanddrs some pnee for tte diEcrcnt 
sorts of trees of will. This they declined to do and only referred us to 
their petition telling us that they could fake the farm on no other 
conditions tlian wlwt were thcroin set forth. This being the case wo 
thought it unnecessary to inquire into any further j^artiOTlaw and arc 
therefore of opinion tliatit will be for the ConaW s interest that the 
arrack farm Ix! put up at public outcry especially as m the course of 

oiwcnqiriry, wcTound there would likely nmi 

reason to hcliovo that it will fetch from Bs. 4o,000 to Rs. 50,000 a 
year cxchiFive of the conditions of not selhng arrack to the soldiers. 

At the same Consultation, the 13th July 1770, the Boaid read the 

andliaieoulj pertormeu r’/MmoJl TTiev can assure your Honour 

Honourable the far^it would certainly 

that if any ^ev Sno wdU have suificiont weight 

nun them, which ^ they request may be 

to induce you to giant them . former condi- 

drawn out m tlm * 1 ,^ faziuLrs shall not take a weater 

lions he continued. V coftlml hv the Honourable tho 

pri .0 £.r thdr cocoaBut toB ^ ^ <riE 

SLTJS S, dBBbW, lUay BBB. Bl tb. BBBB 
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At a Consultatioii o£ the 13th August 1771 the Board read a petition 
from the Bhanddris desiring some cocoannt trees may be allotted them 
to drain toddy from^ in lieu of those cut and now cutting down to mahe 
the necessary Esplanade round the town. Ordered that the Collectpr 
make due enquiry and report the number of trees which have been cut 
down since the date of the Bhanddris’ present lease for the arrack farm, 
and the number of tliose trees which were allotted to the Bhanddris for 
draining toddy 

At a Consultation of the 20th August 1771 the Board read the* 
following letter from the Collector : With regard to the petition of 
the Bhanddris it appeal's that 5335 cocoannt trees have been cut down 
since the date of their lease, of which 1679 were allotted to the Bhanddris 
to draw toddy from. It rests therefore with yonr Honour whetlier 
yon will direct the fazandars to allot them an equal number of trees 
from other oarts in view of those that have been taken from them, 
or from such of their oarts as are most contiguous to the town of 
Bombay.® 

After reading the above the Board direct ; The Collector must cause 
a number of cocoanut trees to be allotted to the Bhanddris for drawing 
toddy in the Bombay woods equivalent to those cut down and at the 
same prices.® 

At a Consultation of the lathOfetote 1771 the Board resolved that 
a publication he issued strictly prohibiting the sale of any eoirntry 
arraclc within the town wall or wiflnn one mile thereof on pain of oeing 
fined at the discretion of the sitting Magistrate.** 

• At a Consultation of tlie 3rd of February 1776 the Bo^d read a 
petition from the managbr of the ai-rack farm, representog that many 
Bhanddris are enlisting as sepoys in the two new battehons now rais- 
ins:. This if continued would be the means of preventing the payment 
of the monthly rent Ordered that directions be given for preventing 

the same, as it is not only a prejudice to the fai-m, but rn^serf 

emergency such enlistment would depnve^e Company ctf the Bhanddns 
services as a miUtia, in which capacity by. then- lease they aae to seive 
when required.® 

A Consultation of the 28th July 1775 records : ®ead a petition from 
the Phs,^dd rie who are the arrack farmers, and who Imve d^a imhtm 
duty since a short time after our forces attemked 
be allowed for that service, provisions and tobaoco money. 
to, a? bFan article of their lease, ttey are entitled ^ 

W, 1775, 

•aim was next put to lease and no more was ofEered than Bs. 


• Pub. Diary 68 of 1771, 766. 
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on the ]wrt oE the Bhandrtris. Ilnvinff reason to suppose tlmt in n 
few tlnys there may he other bidders, and the sum now offered being 
mudt less than wbai wo believe the Enrm is really worth, it is ngrecd 
to dcEor the sale until Thicsdny next of which the people asscmhlcd 
'are now acquainted, and the Secretary is ordered to give notice 
nccordingl}'.^ 

A Consultation of the Isl Augnsfc continues: The Board then 
adjourned to tho Hall Ixilow to make sale of tlic arrack farm. The 
iuhabitants being assembled the fnnn was put up on tlie usual terms 
and conditions and for five years os customary. It was at length 
knocked down to Baj-rdmii Ilomjj for Bs. 41,000 a year, ho being the • 
highest bidder, l^iis is only Bs. 4000 less than it before let for, and is 
considerably more tlrnn we had reason to expect.® 

At n Consultation of laUi Mareli 1774 tlio Board received the follow- 
ing petition from Mr. Ogilvic Gcddics: Th.at for want of a good 
regulated punch house wathont ilie town walls, tho European soloiors 
and seamen pnrcltnsc from tlic Bhanddris and others strong inflammator}' < 
liquors that arc highly prejudicial to their bcaltit and frequently causo * 
riots and disorders. Your petitioner thcroforo most humbly prays that 
your Ilonour will please to grant him a license for cst.ablishing a punch 
liouso without tlio gates for tho sale of Batavia and Goa arrack. Such , 
a license, exclusive of the benefit nriJing to tho Honourable Company 
by grc.atly increasing tlicir excise, will he hopes bo productive of many 
other public advantages, under snch regulations ns yonr Honour may 
bo plc.asod to establish. TLat many poor men's lives may bo saved by 
getting more wholesome liquors than they get at present. Your peti- 
tioner proposes maintaining at his own expense, a constable to keep the 
pcoco in tho house ; to leave it open only from morning till sunset ; 
and to keep a daily register of all soldiers and seamen who come to 
the house to bo sent every evening to such officer os your Honoor 
may please to direct® 

After consideration tho Board observe : As a grant of this petition will J 
not intcrf*o with tlio lease of tlio country arrack farm let to the 
Bhau^ris, and as we are of opinion many good effects inay ho 
cxpcricnc^ therefrom, it is agreed to comply with "this petition. The i 
Secretary is accordingly ordered to draw out a sot of regulations to he^ 
observed by this house and to lay tho same before us at our nexvi 
meeting for our approbation.'* ‘ 

At a Consultation of tho 24th Juno 1778 the Board read a petitionj 
from the Bliand&ris of Bombay and Mdhim setting forth that theyj 
were employed on militia duty m Bombay and on Sdlsctto from the 
10th December 1774 to tho Hth of August 1776 by which their. 


»Puh.DiaiT.08ofl776,477. spnb.Puuy 08 of 1875, 492-493. 

* Pub. Diary 06 of 1774, 236-226. ^ 

* Fni)* 65 of W74, 223, la spito of Mr. Occldiea* ploa for wholesome liijpor 
tho odultoration of spirit* ceoma to have contiaiiod n serious evil. In Jnly.lfSSMr. 
Hovd (Travols, 142) writes ; J^ahudu Is n wholosomo spirit if not odnlterstod with tije 
seeds of dhcUuiu by ^ 5 *®“ *>®tivca rs -well as the Buropeans are destroyed. It 
tho Company inspected tho common liquors xnoro minutely they would not *•’ 
linlC tho troops they coinmonly lose on this side of India. . 
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farms suffciwl considerabl3’' thej-- liave become indebted on account 
of the arrack farm near Hs. 10,000. They also set forth that the 
allowance lor provisions offered to them is not adequate to the time 
tho}’’ did duty as it only allou'ed for tlie day they mounted ffuard 
whereas they Avero seldom relieved till the -evening of the followinff. 
day whereby they were taken two days from their work. They there- 
fore request that provisions may be allowed for both days. On 
consideration of this petition resolved tliat the Bbandaris be allowed 
provision for the day they mounted guard which they are entitled to 
hy their lease and amounts hy an account now laid before us to 
lls. 3698-1-40. Further as the Bhandaris are a useful body of people 
and deserve encouragement it is agreed to make them an abatement 
equal to the above sum in lieu of their losses whilst employed on the 
above service. This we judge a better method of satisfying them than 
alloudng provisions for the day they were on guard and the day 
they were relieved wliich would be making a bad precedent. Ordered 
^that the black adjutant of the militia be called upon to account for 
the money collected from the Bhandaris for fincs.^ 

At a Consultation of the 5th January 1780 the Board read the 
Lollowing petitiou frem the Bhanddiis of Bombay and MiShim, to the 
President and Conncil : That j'our Honour’s petitioners with tlie utmost 
lusjicot humbly beg leave to lay thMr case before your Honour with a 
Irra hope of meeting with redress. ' That ever since this island has been 
under tlic jurisdiction of the East India Company the Bhanddris have 
proved themselves faithful and good subjects j that they- have been 
hstrumental to the increase of the inhabitants of this plaqe and it is 
notorious that when (1090) the Sidis invaded Bombay, their forefalhera 
lid distinguish themselves in tlic defence thereof for which they have 
received repeated marks of favour and countenance from this Govern- 
ment, That so late as when General Wedderburn commanded the 
Forces of this Presidenej' he upon a knowledge of thcii* services assem- 
Ijlcd them together and haring fixed upon a jiroper number of the caste 
tor officers he formed a battalion of 800 men who wore always ready 
for service on the shortest notice and were likewise ordered to do duty 
in diffcicut chatd-is without the gates for keeping the peace of this 
island. This service j’-our- petitioners always executed to the satisfac- 
tion of General Weddei-bum, and liad he lived to this time, they assure 
themselves they should have had no reason to have troubled youi' 
Honourable Board with this petition. The matter jmur petitioners 
lavc to complain of is their being deprived of the benefits arising from 
Jie arrack fann which from time immemorial has always been given to 
hem as a reward for tlieir fidelity to the Hononrable Company and 
hr their services as the militia of tins island. The present arrack 
armer Bayrdmji Homji, ever since he obtained liis lease from your 
Eononr has injured jmnr petitioners to so excessive a degree that unless 
rour Honourable Board interfere your petitioners rnust be obliged to 
luit the jurisdiction of this Government. It was with no httle trouble 
,liat the Bhanddris were induced to come and reside on this island, and 


Chapt^VIII. 

Eevenue and 
Finance. 

Bhaaddrt 

aiilitia, 

1778- 


1780. 


B 100C-:C3 


1 Pub, Diary 74 of 1778, 490 • 498. 



4ns 


BOMBAY TOWX 


Historical 


Chapter VJIL 

Itoyenac and 
Finance- 

irhmtUrl 

MiUlia, 

I7S0. 


T<)l»«c< o 

llr\ enur, 
174S . J77S, 


( 


1757. 


your pciitiotieia are eiiliroly {{jiiorant of their liaving dcem'cd the ill 
tiiutnienl lljcy notv Fiiffer. Tlio farmer h.as canlmctod witli your 
ITonour to suj»jily 800 men upon the nhoi test notice. In tlui matter youi 
pctilioncri nie manifestly injured a*, they arc by this liccomc thc’im* 
mediate dciiendnnts of n IMrri instead of your Honour to whom they 
linvo over looked for protection and for avliose sersneo they are alwajs 
rcadc' whether Ihe^* are paid for their trouble or not. If it is insisted 
that yonr petitioners must attend whenever tbo Pnrsi summons, they 
desire that they may l»e paid nt the rate of Its 3J a month for a pn* 
vate man, a ]>ro|K>rtionahlc addition for kavdldars and ndiks and 
double that allowance for their Bu|»orior officers On these terms and 
on these terms alone are your petitioners willing to serve under tie 
IMrsi. And as he objects to make thorn tliis .allowance they must 
rc<ju(st your llononrablc Bo-ird either to permit of tlicir being relieved 
from this attendance under him or else oblige him to jiay the same 
during the remainder of his lease. Another matter of complaint that 
yonr petitioners have to represent to 5 our Honour is the unjust pte- 
feeding of the fanner in having for these four d.ayB ^mst .stopped them 
from drawing toddy or setting liquor. By this they are suffernig 
a considcrahle lo«s and without a sjiecdy relief must starae. ITonr 
petitioners therefore humbly pray tlmt thc=D grievance* m-ay bo taken 
into your immediate consideration and tlial when employed the farmer 
maj* 1)0 obliged to make good the alcove allowances to tbem. If your 
Honour do not think proiior to grant them these requests they limnhly 
pray that you will grant them permission to depart from the island 
as it is itnpoisthlc for them to mainkiin their families under such 
grievances. After rc.ading the above petition tlic Board dererred its 
consideration.* 

A Consultation of the 26th Jamiarj' 1780 records : Eopoiuscfl 
the petition from the Bhandliris read last Connell day and an answer 
from the .arrack farmer. On consideration of these it is resolved tluat as 
the present lca«c will espiro in the month of July nest no alteration be 
made till then. In July we shall consider how fnr it may he proper to 
give the Bhandilris a preference in the farm. In the meantime tlicj' 
must continue on the prc'cnt footing. If any of them should he dis- 
satisfied they will Iiave permission to leave the island.® 

During the ihiitv vcais ending 1778 the tobacco revenue rose from 
Rs. ■13,700 in 17<t8 to Bs. SS,600 in 1773 and then declined to 
Bs. 61,400 in 1778. The derails are ; 
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At a Consultation of the 12th July 1757 tlic Board read the 
following loprcscntation from tho native inhabitants at Bombay : 
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riie tolj.neco farmer?, vcudiii" the very worst tobacco to tbe preju- 
< ICO of the suhiect and the ndi'antagcof tljemsclvcs, eerve out the same 
to etindry Fliophecpers to sell at the same rate as it is sold or delivered 
to them, fhougli (ho said shopkeepers have no wages nor any allow- 
niico ftir the rent of their shop or the expense of oil, they are noverthc- 
_ le.'-s pa\*ing (hose chaiges and inainhaining ihcniscivesand iheir families 
hy which it aj>ix:ar? (hoy must sell less in weight and consequently 
‘ jjive the subject ocrasion to complain of their exorbitanej'. Therefore 
' notice thereof should be taken for the prevention of such abuses and 
I furthermore the three quarters which the farmer.? receive on each pound 
of Portugal Miull is a new imposition to (ho prejudice of the subject, as 
the small quantity of sntiiE brought from the other side sells very dear 
and tho.se who want the said .snuil not only buy it very dear but arc 
obliged lo^i>ay the said 3 qr.s. on each pound.* On this the Beard pass 
■ the following order : Bead representation from the native inhabitants 

• requesting some regulations in the tolxicco farm. The consideration of 

• this is deferred fill we can ins|icct the leases. Fourteen da3’s Inter they 
remark ; Itciierused the rcjirescnlation from the native inhabitants. 
On the Ic.asc being referred to it appears that all the particulars they 

• complain of aro exprc^Flj' provided against in the lease.* 

j A Con=ulta{ion of the lOtli September 1769 records : The Collector 
rejiorUng to the Board that ho has detected fifteen tindals and Inscars 
selling tobacco in the Marino yard, to the great detriment of the 
farmer, ordered that the usual flnchc levied upon them, and such of 
them as are unable to pay it be flogged from Oalc to Gate,* 

At a Consultation of the 7(li September 1773, the Board observe : A 
letter from the Chief at Mdhim is laid licforc tho Board, setting 
forth that sundry of the principal inlmhitants of that district have 
delivered a petition which ho cncro.scs representing that tho tobacco 
brought t<> market hy the present farmer is of a very had quality and 
requc.'.ting that proper orders may be given to prevent such an abuse. 
UjKui this it is observed that as this is tlie day fixed for piitring up to 
sale the lease of the tobacco farm, the present lease expiring on the 
2-Jlli instant, it had been determined to consider what conditions wore 
necc'-.'-ar}' to he added to the usual articles of the ]c.ase for tho ease 
of (lie jwople and to prevent any impositions upon them on the part 
of the farmers. After maliirc dcHlxjralion it is resolved that tho 
following articles shall lie added to the lease, os well for the benefit of 
the people in general, as to secure the Company from any loss by the 
farmers : 'J'hat all the tobacco imjiortcd by the farmers, shall, after 
l^iiig deposited in their worehousc.?, be subject to examination _ by one 
or more of the European assistants of the Custom blaster, with two 
other principal jiersoiis whom the Custom Master may appoint, .and 
if the tobacco shall be found to be rotten or to bo mixed with dirt 
or nihljish, it shall be cxjiortcd, or in failure therein it shall ho burnt. 
All the shop? where the tobacco is retailed shall be simjcct on 
complaint being made to the inspection of such persons ns tho Collector 
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or Custom Master of Bombay or Mdhim may appoint. All inatters 
relative to the farm, except complaints from the &rmcrs or from the 
people against them, shall be decided by the gentlemen who hold those 
offices. If the tobacco fonnd in the shops of the retailers shall not Ym 
equal in goodness to what they received from the farmers, or sliall bo 
mixed with dirt or rubbish it shall he burnt, and the retailer not the 
farmer shall sustain the loss. The formers shall make good to the 
retailers the allowance hitherto usual. No nbateiqent will at any 
time be made to the farmers in the sum for wliicli the farm may -be 
leased under pretence that part of -the forces have been sent off the 
island on service, or because the whole or any part of the sepoys or 
labourers may bo disbanded or discharged. No security for less than 
llupces 20,000 will be accepted. In case the persons to whom it may 
he farmed shall at any time omit, neglect, or plead inability to moke 
good the sum due for the rent of one montli tiU after the rent of 
anotlicr month becomes due, so tliat two whole monthly payments 
shall be due at one and the same time, then the farm shall be again pat 
up to sale at public outcry and sold to the highest bidder for the 
remainder of tbe term of the lease. And the person who may next 
take the farm shall make good to the Company, for the term above- 
mentioned, whatever it may then lot for, less than the sum at which it 
may now be sold. The Board then adjourned to the Coui-t Hall 
where the mei-cbants • and principal people with many others Avere 
assembled. The foregoing articles were then explained to them, 
and thejr were told ftat they would he added to the lease with 
those hitherto usual. The farm, was tlieu put up for three 
years as customary, and after due time it was knocked down at 
Hs. 90,000 a year, and Banchhodji Posji was declared the bidder. The 
Board unanimously deemed Banchhodji a very improper person to hold 
the farm, not only heeauso he is considerably indebted to the Company 
as one of the last farmers and is beside well known to he in very bad 
circumstances, but also because of the very evil -transaction he was 
guilty of while he was first Purvoe in the Land Pay Office, which was 

discovered about eighteen months ago as minuted under 1772. 

Tlie person who had bid last was therefore asked if he was willing to 
take the farm at the sum he then offered. This He declined. Thc&nn 
was therefore again put up at Bs. 88,000 a year, and was at 
length knocked down to Viramset Shivaji, Bangdji Rdmset, Vithalset 
Sbivajiset, and Shankarsei Bdbulset at Bs. 88,600 a year being Bs, 8600 
a year more than it was last let for. The farmers requesting that our 
directions for preventing the clandestine importation of tobacco onboard 
OTuiseis may be renewed, ordered that the Superintendent give strict 
directions to all^ the commanders, and to the officers in the marine in 
command, positwely to prevent the importation of tobacco here by any 
of our -vessels under pain, if a commission officer of being absolutely 
dismissed from the service, if a nou-commissiou officer of being reduced 
to . private, and if a private of such corporal punishment as the 
Governor, the Second, or -the Superintendent may think proper,^ 


> Pnh. Diarj' 64 of 1773, 626 - 626. 
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At a ConsuUation of llic 2Sth Jiilj- 1V75, the Board read a petition 
from the inhabitants of Bombaj' and iMdhim complainine of tho 
badiu'Es of llio tobacco Fold by tho present farmer. Upon this it is 
resolved, in onlcr to prevent tho samo in future, that in tho lease of the 
farm which is this day going to be put up, it be expressly stipulated 
that in ea'-e 003- tobacco which ina3' be imported 1)3' tho farmer shall 
not Iv) good or saleable that it shall be absolutely burnt b3' the Bom- 
ba3' or iMi'ihitu Custom ^Nfastcr. Also, as the price is stipulated in tho 
lease, if 0113' Fhoiikcepcrs or retailers in the least exceed the stipulated 
price lbe3* sliall on complaint he punished.^ 

The following Ftalcmcnt shows the land revenue at Boinba3' during 
the thirt3*-Feven years ending 17SI ; 


Jiotnhft;/ I.nvl Jtevenne, 1744 -1731. 


llM-J,. 


1 

1711-13. 

1 

1713-1(1. 

1710-47.^ 

( 

17I7-4A 

171^9. 

1740 30. 

1750-51. 

1751-52. 

/ Cy/ti « 1 flr 1 Q'ltf 


Ilf. 

IK. 

Hh 

n». 

Rs. 

n.. 

Ri>. 

lU. 

WlUiJn \v#;i 


SIS' 

SIO' 

2171 

4000 

4173 

4171 

4211 


Wlv'.'i.il Wall ... 

. 

CTflT 

•,»« • 

5333 

4n33 

.173 

4230 

4230 

42C7 

t |V).«‘ n 










n.>.i<ti>y . . . . 


17*1 

42‘-l 

42rl 

45*8 

1".<0 

■>3?t 

4561 

1500 

. . 


3r*i 

S333 

52srt 

3r>*» 


5255 

5303 

3331 

S fv -r-rj, 












t.-'ia 


21IC 

CMC 

2117 

2101 

20*5 

2212 



.. 

fc.*.S 

f(VI 

F31 


tiS 

615 

811 

£00 





... 

... 

807 

1700 

I57C 

1370 

1510 

( y T*t * • 


47' « 


13,552 


U,0*>7 

>0,011 

13S7 

3181 

A IfitUf iffo'llxit 












Itc**'*^ ( IT J f)*!! of 

7314 

03 0 

77.-." 

£022 

7621 

FS91 

21C3 

... 

nrf tch i 











... 

OITi 

017 

«7 

SI7 

1302 

1301 

I3C2 

1370 

Wallin im.ini 



703 

705 

7M 

1251 

12CI 

1201 

XCCl 

Oi 1 WotnafiV 


W 

200 

CCK) 

20*> 

200 

200 

200 

... 

Ihil. Iirr> I-lati.l 



20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

... 

3ru,l.::r tiill 

f. Tfix tin the /.irleit Kilate 

— 

• • 

200 

]&*> 

••• 

... 

ICO 



... 

... 

... 


— 


••• 



SIS'iIllI ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


••• 


... 


r Ciieuintit Oart! 


... 

... 

... 

••• 


... 

... 


9 ••• 

... 

2S57 

SCSI 

2550 

2011 

S21B 

2105 

2140 

2703 

T^ilM 


si,ss:s 

33,B)S 

lltTBi 

35,031 

17,030 

41,430 

20,301 

20,422 


\ Puli. 1)1.11 y C5 of 1775, 176. Comp, of Stamling Ord, Vol. 2 of 1759 - 17SS, 103. 
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Bombay Land Bevenue, 1744-^781 — continued. 


llenda. 


1752-S3. 

17E3-S1 

1701-53. 

175S-5C. 

1730-57. 

1767-.58 

1763-69. 

{ 

17S94n 



Its. 

Its. 

ns. 

ns. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Ks. 

Ba . 

X Ground and Quit ^ent 



43S2 

43ai 





Within Wiilf 



4303 

1383 

4413 

1550 

4ai» 1 

Without Wall 

••• 

... 

4646 

loot 

4030 

4264 

460i 

89D4 

icr,i| 



a*. 

4431 

44Si 

4446 

44GS 

1170 

4330 

tut 

HAlilmT 


— 

8321 

8321 

3321 

8324 

3177 

8187 

m 

S CcoUru 



2311 

5307 

2203 

2212 

20SS 

1097 

SOSO 

M&z^aon ••• 

3i&him 


•11 

738 

736 

746 

001 

074 

601 

ta 

.. 


1152 

1174 

1182 

1635 

1637 

1530 

Ulllj 

4 Salt 

... 

- 


... 

.» 

... 

... 

... 

- 1 

6 BoHv Ground* 









1 

1 Eitlsiincr 

Aecot ered out of Malal^ 

••• 

■ •• 

— 

•a. 

... 

... 


■" 





mi 





1 




1131 

1115 

1150 

1155 

1165 

1131 

M'lthfn MAliim 

... 

, . 

1270 

1207 

12C.8 

1203 

1268 

. 1SC8 

ISSj 

Old Womnn'a laland 


... 

•.a 


... 

... 

... 

■■■ 


Butcher’s Island 



••• 

... 


•*a 


... 

.. 1 

Malabar Hill 

£ Tex on fAe Landed Eaiafe 


... 

... 

... 


a*. 

... 

■■ 

Botnliay 

Udhim 



. . 

• M 

... 

.«• 

... 

4191 

SSlft 

47?6 

SSiS 

i Cocoanut Oartt 


... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

... . 

21M 

8 JWiseeltaneous 


.» 

1»C5 

lUD 

1715 

1710 

1810 

2622 

SOBO 

Tota 



Z5,D25 

25,016 

26,772 

26,317 

25,821 

83.609 

56,101 


Heads. 

1760-61. 

1761-03 

170343 

1703-61 

1704-65. 

1705-66. 

176667. 




ns. 

ns. 

ns. 

ns. 

Bs, 

ns. 

lU. 

1 Oround and Quit Bent 










Within Wall 



4601 

4075 

4742 

4745 

4775 

.M 

4413 

n'jtbout WaU 

... 


3512 

3508 

8930 

1702 

4246 

... 

4177 

S i'snsion— 



437C 

4472 

4460 

1172 

4484 


IttO 

Mfihim' ... ... 

... 

... 

8618 

3(530 

8030 

3039 

3639 

... 

8610 

3 Coolerff-~ 



2026 

2050 

2001 

2083 

2121 


SI41 




020 

028 

693 

678 

643 

... 

160 

Ufilum 

... 

... 

1607 

1181 

1650 

1605 

1658 

... 

1576 

« Salt 

... 

... 


... 

•*. 

... 

... 

... 

6768 

5 Laity Grounds 

Czlstinff ... 










Bccovercd out of Malabir Breach: 








Withia Bombay 



1468 

1160 

1460 

1160 

1461 

... 

1172 

Within Al&him ... 

Ill 


1268 

1203 

1268 

1268 

1266 

.M 

1206 

Old Woman’s Island 



... 



800 

800 


... 

Buteher’s Island ... 


... 



- 





Malab&r HIU 

... 


-« 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

6 3\tx on the Landed Estate 









Botnbaj ».» 

... 

••• 

4128 

1363 

4864 

1318 

4330 


1112 

MOhlm 



3653 

8504 

8504 

•8504 

8501 

... 

3191 

7 Cocoanut OarU ••• 

... 

... 

2733 

nil 

...' 

... 

... 


661 

8 2Iise^lanCous .m 


... 

2001 

. 1774 

1052 

1787 

1003 


, 23(W- 

1 Total 


33,610 

31,130 

33,012 

81,600 

83,041 

... 

43,001 
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Bombay Land Bevenue, 1744. - Jf7SJ— eontinued. 


Heads. 


1707*68. 

1768-60. 

1769-70. 

1770-71. 

1771-72. 

1772-73. 

1773-74. 

1 Ground and Quit Sent 


Bs. 

Rs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Within Wnll ««« •«« 


iUhS. 

4iOS\ 

4E.?& 


4164 

1 4611 

4766 

SVithout Wall 

#.* 

4164 

4796 

4010 

4532 

4032 

3430 

S507 

5 .P^nn'on 









Bombay 

• •• 

4650 

46SS 

4670 

4564 

4367 

4357 

4406 

Sldhlin ese ... 

— 

8077 

a7J0 

4014 

3842 

4240 

4185 

4186 

5 Coolery 









Bombay 


2168 

2221 

2S7B 

2333 

2318 

2480 

2607 

Mdzgaon — 

Mdfalm *.* 


481 

467 

443 

440 

420 

427 

435 


1664 

1647 

1611 

1466 

1465 

1516 

1&33 

jQ iS'oZf 

••• 

9403 

9484 

7211 

£804 

820r 

13,620 

13,080 

5 Batiy Grounds 









I ISxlstinfT 

r Bocovered out of 2IaIab2Lr Brcacl* • 

... 

... 

• • 


... 

... 


Within Bombay,... 

. 

1470 

1471 

1466 

1460 

Ii65 

1465 

1470 

Within M&him 


1260 

1200 

1^ 

125B 

1263 

12SS 

1218 

Old Womaii*s Island 


aoo 



£08 

600 

COO 

088 

Butcher's lslar.d 


..s 


•a* 

... 

•— 

... 

20 

Ualabdr Hill 

S-* 

<» 

..4 

•- 

.« 

SOS 


305 

S Tax on the handed Estate 




4353 

4908 

3787 

3776 



,, 

4356 

4343 

3835 

hl&hltXl ee* ese 


8503 

3407 

8406 

3406 

3843 

3910 

3911 

7 Coeoanut Oafts 

••• 


... 

... 

2000 

63 

1432 

21,616 

0 Miscellaneous 

••• 

1760 

1680 

1658 

1848 

1662 

1651 

1726 

Total 

*•« 

43.097 

43,081 

41,801 

42,431 

42,810 

48,850 

70,240 


Scads. 

1774-76. 

" 

1776-70. 

177e-77. 

1777-78. 

1778-70. 

1770-80 

1780-81. 



Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Rs. 

Bs. 

1 Ground and Quit Jtent 




4814 

4818 

4815 

48(^ 

4775 

Within Wall >•« 

Without Wall 

• •• 

... 

" 

3305 

3250 

8293 

3392 

3299 

S Prnston 




4392 

4399 

4373 

4,701 

4439 

Bombay 




6220 

4862 

4851 

4,866 

4840 

Maliliu ••• 

... 

... 





3 Coolery 




Si54 

2368 

2431 

2476 

2410 

Bombay 


. 


S87 

S64 

358 

341 

341 

&lifz£;aon 

* • 



1604 

1584 

1628 

2011 

1798 

Mnhini 









4 Sail ... 




14,704 

14,753 

11,840 

10,081 

7104 

' 





S Batty (ground 









1 JSxistini; >•> ••• i* 

I Ttnr>nvnrRrlnutof MiilabdrBroacn: 



1470 

1470 

1480 

1480 

1468 

Within Bombay 


••• 


1258 

1268 

1268 

1258 

1268 

Within Mfitilm 


... 

... 

710 

825 

854 

760 

700 

Old Woman's Island 

• •• 

... 

... 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

Butcher's Inland ... ... 

Malabdr Hill •** 


“ 

... 

305 

305 

405 

405 

405 

e Tax on the Landed Ettate 




3821 

8812 

8811 

3811 

3800 

Bombay 

•• 


... 

4718 

4580 

4573 

4516 

4SS3 

• Mdhim ••• 




611 

46 


..a 


7 Cocontiiit Oorts *•* 


... 





1701 

1681 

8 Miseellaneous 

Total 


... 


1810 

1670 

3691 


... 

... 

51.690 

60,383 

47,085 

47,600 

43,000 
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The following slatement shows the customs collections at Bombay 
during the nineteen years ending 1779 : 

Bombay Customtt Berenuef X7€0*1779. 


\ 


Heads. 


1760 81. 

1701-02. 

1TC2-03. 

1703-01. 

I761.6&. 

1705-60. 

1TC44;, 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Us. „ 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Rl 

10,276 

17,265 

26,063 

83,461 

83,651 

18,184 

10,931 

... 

... 

6409 

372 

... 


«u 

0077 

6350 

10,410 

12,457 

10,028 

18,4S6 

ii,<a 

23,166 

10,716 

20.761 

20.168 

23,687 

2m9 

2S.0:6 

28,106 

10,660 

20,491 

21,848 

73.913 

41,165 

32.361 

410 

11,658 

0005 

16.110 

18.033 

14,331 

2l)i«23 

24.037 

18.645 

9722 

13.650 

28,078 

i3,oes 


4569 

14,019 

10.227 

17.169 

7076 

7848 

004! 

643 

1703 

6477 

4166 

3277 

2430 

1330 

30.62S 

81,483 

28,620 

20,437 

23,803 

33,624 

si,sin 

4042 

‘ 1670 

2116 

M4I 

1299 

1448 


1298 

2798 

8900 

2072 

6S00 

1908 

r 

6H7 

3626 

»12 

280S 

2603 

3233 

(Oil 

4744 

6782 

8205 

u. 

sss 


•M 

«27 

4810 

‘ 4423 

3081 

2600 

3703 

4m 

6820 

7489 

7435 

11,074 

12,123 

8511 

7035 

COO 

855 

610 

8S0 

005 

720 

. 1235 

1630 

1416 

1200 

1228 

1112 

1171 

1345 

L, 63, 831 

1,66,012 

1,78,685 

1,90,313 

2,44,746 

1,00,076 

1,09,910 


Europe Trade 

Manilla 

China and Maeso •.» 
Malabdr Coast ».» 

Coast and Hay 

West Coast and Batarla. 

Moskafe and Gulf 

Sind Cutch and Porbandar 

Coast of Africa 

Northern Trade 

Salt Export (a) 

Grain Export 7 per cent.. 
Cocoanuta U per cent 
Groin Import (6) ... 
Timber Import 4 per cent; 
Excise and Puncli Farms 
Convoy 

Petty Customs and Perrlesj 
Total 




1767-58. 

1768-60, 

1769-70. 

1770-71. 

17T1-T2. 

1772-B. 


Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Bi. 

.0. 

23,624 

30,146 

28,440 

31,014 

30,018 

40,063 

••• 

29,'t61 

24,895 

18^865 

13^833 

11448 

lUoSB 


19.074 

20.367 

24.021 

18.916 

14,010 

26.765 


60.160 

50.030 

38,201 

23.762 

31,771 

40,414 

... 

15,471 

40,418 

23,118 

18,164 

16.613 

37.302 


15,855 

10,1 n 

14.643 

12,300 

11,391 

14.891 


14.773 

86B3 

13,048 

9410 

10,8sV> 

10,124 


3128 

186$ 

4004 

7039 

8135 

coin 


80.030 

31,824 

39,921 

48,003 • 

44,832 

69,640 


j 4807 

4762 

6386 

4035 

33C3 

3166 

«. 

8770 

2979 

2773 

3194 

2770 

2613 


■6813 

■4533 

ms 

‘3002 

'5300 

"ooie 

4... 

4709 

6663 

4089 

23C5 

4148 

7717 


2110 

1996 

1380 

1090 

1500 

1205 

1. 

1496 

1220 

1179 

1035 

1739 

1793 

... 

2,40,G02 

2,60,453 

2,26432 

1,06,410 

1,98.322 

2,63,834 


Heads. 


Europe Trade 
MamUa .m 

Cliina and Macao 
Malab&r roast 
Coast and Bay 
tVest Coast and Batavia 
Maskat and Golf 
Sind Catch and Porbandar 
Coast of Africa 
Northern Trade ••• 

Salt E^rt (a) 

Grain Export 7 per cent 
Cocoanuts 11 per cent 
Grain Import (6) 

Timber Import 4 per cent 
Exrise and Punch House Farms 

Convo}' ... 

Petty Costoms and Fossa^ Boats 

Total 


Heads. 


Europe Trade 

Manilla ... m* 

China and Macao 
Molab&r Coast 
Coaet and Bay ... 

lYest Coast and Batavia ... 
Maskat and Gulf 
Smd Cutch and Porbandar 
Coast of Africa . . 

Northern Trade 

Salt Export (a) ... ... 

Grain Export 7 per cent ... 

Cocoanuts 11 per cent 

Grain Import (b) 

Timber Import 4 per cent 
Exi^e and Fnnch Honso Farms 

Petty Customs and Passive Boats 

Total 


Ba. 

34,584 

islolo 

ss^sos 

30,000 

87,106 

12,488 

7532 

4870 

40^38 

2100 

1403 

’4113 

4319 

046 

1402 


2|16>007 


1774-76. 

1776-76. 

1776-77. 

1777-78. 

1778-70. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

•Bs. 

Bs, 

28,046 

44,188 

47,316 

61,004 

18,747 

6M06 

56,869 

47,360 

407642 

^OU 

22,001 

20.233 

26,073 

20,458 

19.633 

60,708 

69,253 

68,913 

83.323 

11,6*9 

20.042 

28,643 

21.743 

42,482 

17,833 

29,672 

14,802 

18,420 

2S;3S7 

10499 

9427 

21,622 

27,009 

30,873 

30,104 

7683 

6735 

1836 

7090 

4169 

' 27,061 

, 32,416 

44,198 

42,047 

43,832 

8226 

7237 

8332 

7038 

3093 

2537 

8107 

3166 

3125 

3C04 

”6518 

■2666 

"osel 

*6262 

'6422 

4726 

8768 

4400 

3776 

6231 

030 

ICGO 

2440 

8030 

2336 

1218 

- 1303 

2810 

3176 

iSOS 

2,77,623 

3,03,714 

3,10,308 

3,25,160 

2,18,1105 


AOW.— uniu u woo rvuuvw lo seven per cent in 1700, the « 
cent, (5) *lhe Import dutj on Brain was 1.1100 off in Match 1703, 
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CHAPTER IX. 


miscellaneous. 


Section 1.— Production. 

pliyacian G.nrm d'Orta, the autlior of Colloanios 
. os Simplc-s 0 Drogas Conversations on Drugs, who, befcn-cen 1534^ and 
15r2, w.as propnetor of the island of Bombay, speali of the 

to tho^gift to him fr^m his 
Toscana of a janjomas Flaconi-tia sepiaria, and to 

-imellm fth!)i Christmas 

\rT TT« *1° the parallel case of 

jpango tree in CoWba which fruited tn-ice a 
. Glinstmas and in Afaj'. In'both cases a severe ininn', when 
:-Ue tree w.as young, is believed to have been the eause of the double 
■flowenng and fruiting.* 

, A Government order of the 16th August 1695 to Serjeant Swan 
l^ns : I am informed that the goats grazing amongst the j'oung trees 
that arc planted at Sion cat the bark of tlicm and spoil tlicm. Give 
^ucu orders Ihorcforc to the oumcrs of the goats as may prevent the 
like for the future.® 


A letter from the Court to Bombay, dated the 20th April 1708, 
paragraph 60, has the following : Tlie Compam''s garden to bo planted 
with loots and green trade.® 

At a Consultation on the 18th August 1741 the President mentions 
to the Bo.ard tJiat on a representation being made to him tliat some 
vacant spaces of ground contiguous to Sion were capable of bcai-ing 
brah trees, the planting of which would Ixj attended with little expense 
and in time would produce a revenue to our Honourable Masters, he 
(lad given orders for prosecuting such a design which is entirely 
approved of.* 

A Consultation of the 3rd April 17+1 records; The President on his 
irrival haring given orders that, as milkbush is much required in the 
;omposilion of gunpowder, the several persons possessed of oarts slionld 
cncc the same with milkbush. In consequence of some default, ho 
low oidcrs proper pci-sons to inspect and report who had neglected that 
Jioy may Iw compelled to a compliance.* 

A Consultation of the Sth iSfay 1741 continues: The minute of 
lonncil of the 3rd April on tlio President’s order for ascertaining the 
iropor places for planting milkbush being reported, it is now (8th May 
1741) considered w’ho ought to he at the charge, whether our Honour- 
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1741. 


' Dr. G. D .1 Ciinba in ^Icd. and Pliys. Soc. Trans. Bombay (1SS2), pages S2, 87. 
- See. Out. Letter Book 5 of IC04 - IGOG, C3. 

^ Coinpil.ation of Standing Ordcra Vol, I of 1715- 1721, 142. 

^ I’ub. Dij.ry 14 of 1 7 10-4 1, 323- 321. » Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 142. 
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Tlio Court on llie 20tli April 1 708, paragraph 05, ohserve ; Cattle 
c nffioiAii t. may bo kept on Old Woman's and Butcher’s islands if a 
proper person has the charge of looking after tbem.^ 

The Surat Diary of the 25th August 1720 has the following entry; 
An express galivat from Bombay arrived at Surat at tliree in tbe after- 
noon with two general letters from the President and Council under tlie 
16th and 20th instant (August). In the letter of the 1 6th they direct 
that as many good cows as'our boat and Bustam’s boat can carry be scat 
down for the supply of the island.® 

A Consultation of the 30th Soptemhor 1720 i-ccords : Tlio riala 
scarcity of provisions necessitating us to take some cows fi'omthe 
Gentu inhabitants to supply the fleet, they made complaint to ihe 
President offering to pay Bs. 4 a hc.'id a year rather than have their 
cattle Idllcd. As we arc assured we can have a sufficient suppl)' of 
cattle from the Sidis* country and that this tax will bo an annual 
emolument to the Bigbt Ilononrable Company, it is ordered that 
the Secretary preiJaro a proclamation forbidding all pci-sons to kill 
any cows belonging to the Gontns and directing the heads of each 
aaste to collect Bs. 4 a head a year on all cattle belonging to them and 
pay tbe same to the Collector of the revenues. The Diary )of the 
Srd October continnes : The proclamation ordered the 30th ultimo 
being drawn out is this day published as usual.® 

A Consultation of the 27th April 1737 has the following : The Chief 
and Factors at Surat send us on the Uallifax thirty live cattle and 
seventy more on the other vessels. These were procured with great 
difficulty.* 

At a Consultation of the 19 th September the President acquainted the 
Board that Captain Thomas Stoneham informed him that he had bought 
sixty or seventy head of cattle at Rajaporc (Danda EAjpuri) which he is 
advised are noiv ready to be sliipped. The President Lad ordered tlic 
SHtannia ani Pi-ince of Wales to bo in readiness to proceed thither 
in order to bring us tbe said cattle which is unanimously approved.® . 

An entry of the Ist April 1749 records; Sailed the Bomlay grah 
to Rajaporc (Edjpuri) for cattle for the use of His Majesty's ships 
expects from Surat.® 

On the 22nd January 1750 is the entry: Betnmcd tlio Boscawcii and 
Brake ketch from Bdjpnn with cattle for the service of this island.® 

A Consultation of the 24th February 1751 records': Sailed the 
■London, Oapt. Will. Sedgwicke, for Moklia, being conveyed to 
a jiroper offing by the Syren man-of-war and True Briton hound to 
Bdjpnn to procure a supply of cattle for the use of his Majestj'’*6 
squadron.® 


1 

a 

3 

A 

« 
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Compilation of Standing Orders Vol. 1 of 1715 - 17"! 14S 

Surat Footory Diary Oil of 1719. i/-i, 142. 

^b. Dioiy 1 of 1720. 140. 141. Forrest’s Homo Scries, 11. 32. 

Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-37, 109. s p„j,. Diarv 10 of IT'tft vi nm 

Pub. Diary 22 of 1749, 88. 7 *,'7,0 Z’, 

Pub. Diary 24 of 1761, 66. 
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A CousultAtion of the 30lh Scptcmhci* 1755 rccordfi : As we are in 
want of good bnfEnloes for labour, and as Cambay is the proper place to 
provide them, it is ordered tliat the Chief and Factors at Surat direct the 
Ecsident to purchase twenty to be sent hither as opportunities ofier.^ 

A Consultation of tlie 5th September 1768 records : Being much 
distressed for cattle, and observing the Chief and Factors at Surat 
mention tJio procuring any at Surat is attended with much difficulty, 
and tlie Mardtlifis continuing to besiege Rogiporo (Rdjpuri p]) so that 
we have no prospect of getting any more cattle from mence ; the 
Superintendent is directed to send fit people to sudi places as he may 
think proper for procuring tliom. The President infornning us that 
about 200 head Iiave been purchased at Scindy by his directions, the 
SuKccun and Dejeneo ketches are appointed to go for them, and the 
Chief and Factors at Surat must be directed in our next to enquire of 
the Resident at Cambay whether cattle cannot be provided there ; and 
that in case of his liaving any prospect of succeeding, we shall send 
conveyances to bring them directly hither.® 

On the ICtli April 1762, paragraph 88 , the Court write : Notwith- 
standing our former orders witli regard to Fort Victoria, yet from your 
representation tliat you arc certain of getting such large supphos of live 
cattle from thence, so essentially necessary both for tlie mcn-of-war and 
for our people, wo must leave it to 5 'ou either to keep or esemnge it 
ns 3 'ou mai'' iudge best for our interest. If any adTOutage can be inauc 
by tlie sale of salt and supplying Uic island willi hillc^wood, it will be 
more useful than we liave hitherto had reason to imagine it wonld have 
been.® 

At a Consultation on the 16Ui July 1765 the Board read a letter from 
tlio Resident at Fort Victoria desiring to know what number of catelo 
he should pron’do in tlie ensuing season. The Board remark ; ^e 

cousumplionof our marine being be^cen 500 and 600 head of e^tlem a 
season the Resident must bo ordered to provide that numto. He must 

take pai-ticular care to have them good as complaints liove bcen^de of 
Uioso proiddcd last season turning out very deficient in n eight. 

A Coiisultelion of the lOUi November 1772 records : The factora at 
Sciudy must send hitlior as many head of cattle « they can procure or 
the SSS can take on board. In case none should be procurable at 
Scindy, they must ilion direct tlie commander on his return to call at 

Diu for that purpose.® 


* Pub, Diary 02 of 1772, 1052. 
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Section II.— Agriculture. 

In ilieir letter of the 4th June 1672 the Surat Council vrrilie to 
Bombay : As regards your order permitting the natives to put dry 
fish to the roots of trees. Buried deep under ground, Mr. Matthew Gray 
in tho time of his abode on the island, remembers not any offence g^vea 
by the stench of dry’- fish buried at the roots of trees. As this practceis 
beneficial to the natives, and not so offensive to the people as to prejudice 
their healths, wc think it may continue till his Hono^ the President ' 
(Mr. Aungier) this season, upon better information or his- own ‘ 
cxpciicncc, find to the contrary.' 

About tho same time, 1673, Hr. Fryer while speaking of the climate 
of Bombay writes; The climate is extremely unhealthy, at first thought 
to he caused by bul^ho (buckshaw), rotten fish ; but thongb that he 
prohibited, yet it continues as mortal.^' 

In a letter of the 20th April 1708 the Court write to the BomW 
Government : The buckshawing or dnnging tho toddy trees with fiEU, 
occasions in a great measure the uuwholesomcncss of the Bombay air. 
Of this tho venomous and putrid buckshaw fly wliicb swarm in such 
abirndance as to bo very nauseous to the inhabitants is a plain proof. If 
the trees were not buckshawed, the loss of their fruitfulness would be 
repaid by tho general benefit of rendering the place healthy. Or if the 
buckshaw was laid at a suffident deptlr under the ear-th to prevent its 
corruption and infecting the air and breeding that fly, the air would not 
suffer. Another cause of the unhealthy an: is the thickness of the 
toddy trees at Warli and Mdhim woods which hinders the land breeze 
that sets in every morning from cleansing the air and cooling the ground. 
If those woods were thinned, the remaining trees would bear the better. 
For the sake of their health the people are contented their rents he 
diminished by cutting some trees down and prohibiting the bueksliaw- 
iug the rest. By this means the health of the inhabitants will be 
promoted.® 

At a Consultation the Ist May 1724 the Board read a petition from 
the inhabitants whose estates are situated between tho Company's garden 
and the town wall setting forth that, since the prohibition of fish, they 
have manured their grounds and palmehns with several sorts of dung. 
None affords them any benefit, rather tlie contrary. Since the ^suse 
of fish some of their trees decay away suddenly' in their full strength. 
And as no offensive smell or prejudice to the air or water has been found 
during the two years since the use of coot that is huia or fish manure has 
been again allowed, they humbly re(pieBt that they may be allowed to 
use huta to all palm trees outside of the town wall. On this the 
Board observe^ ; This being debated and considered of, and what they 
affirm appearing to most of us to be fact, it is agreed for tho present 
to tolerate the use of dried fish, so far as the Portuguese church in 


> Burat Fact. Oat. Ii. B. 1 of 1630 ■ 1673, 267. Forrest’s Homo 
® Fryer’s New Account of East India and Persia, 6^ 

® Comp, of StandiiiB Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 141 . 142. 
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a direct line to the sea. Also that if we find no bad conseqnence 
to arise therefronij we may be preTailed upon to grant the thorough 
use thereof all without the town. Directed that public notice be given 
thereof accordingly.^ On the 8th of May the vereadores attending 
without doors, are at their request called in when they return the 
Board their humble thanks for the farther liberty of mannring the 
trees with kuta to the limit of the Portuguese church, assuring us 
that without the use of kuia their ti'ces must have totallj' decayed.^ 

At a Consultation on the 16th Pebmary 1733 the President lays 
before the Board a petition from sundry Kulambis that cultivate 
the Honourable Oompan 3 ’^s batty ground and work in the salt pans. 
The petitioners a few days since deserted their habitations and fled to 
the island of Salsette. They set forth that through the prohibition of 
manuring their lands with kuta or dried fish and for want of straw or 
hay to burn their grounds before seed time, the land did not produce so 
much as when they were permitted to make use of the said manure ; 
and that for want of the same, they are entirely prevented from raising 
of melons cucumbers and other green trade, which, tbej' pretend, v^l 
not grow without making use of hutch. They likewise desire that in lieu 
of the usual tnka or estimate, we would accept of one half of what the 
lands do actuallj*. produce, according to the survey and calculate made 
by tbe vereadores. Taking the same into consideration, it is observed 
that this stratagem of absenting themselves has been a commm 
practice of the Nulambis of tliis island as well as of those in the 
Portuguese territories, whenever they have attempted to obtam any 
favour or abatement. As we think it is no ways convenient to give 
way to such practices, it is resolved that tbe President in answer to the 
said petition, do signify to them that when they apply in a proper ^ce 
and manner, they shall be heard what they have to plcM m rapport _ot 
their request; but that we cannot allow them any such hearing while 
they continue in a foreign jurisdiction.® 

On the 3id December 1736 the Board received the foUo^g petiHon 
from the fazand5rs of oarts and batty grounds, mbabitants of Bombay 
and Mdhim : That for above foui- years past, the manure of kato or small 
dry fish for tlie said oarts and batty grounds has been prohibited, and 
that the trees cannot produce frait, or t^ve grow or benefit ^y any 
other sort of manure. As their produce daily decreases so as to have 
arrived at the lastextremity of ruin to the great loss of your petatioums 
who have made sundry humble representations and now a^n presume 
to lav before I'our Honour with all submission and h^toty^eir same 

I. thi rum ih. intent o£ fte 

C^paur is mudi concerned by tbe gi^t loes they ^ 

1 ;i= Tn dPTnonstrate the good incbnation these petitioners ever 

l^dto serve and advance the Honourable Compan/s interest fr^ t^w 
goodwill and of their own accord, they take liberty to offer 


t Pub Diary 2 of 1724, 57 - 58. Forreat’s Home Series. 11. 36. 
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Ks, 1000 yearly above the pension they now pay, in such a propor- 
tion I'ospeotivcly as it may be convenient to have the same cobccted; 
and entreat of your Honour to accept of tliis voluntary offer of yonr 
petitioners of such an addition to the Honourable Compan}'’s revenue on 
condition of being permitted the use of hiita for the manure of the oarts 
and batty grounds belonging to your petitioners. Wherefore yonr 
petitioners humbly beseech of your Honour to take into consideration ihg 
premises and in yonr groat goodness to grant tlicm remedy therein.* 

On the same day, 8rd December 1736, the President acquaints the 
Board that the fazanddrs had frequently requested of him permission to 
use kiiUi, and in order to obtain lus consont had promised to make him a 
voluntary gift of Rs. 8000. Tliis he always declined. But now he 
declares that if, upon considering the premises, the Board shall adjudge 
it proper to allow die use of tho said manure, he wdll pay the money into 
the Company’s treasury and wait their ordci-s for thedisposal of it. Tho 
aff.'ur being now taken into consideration and recourse l»mg had to our 
Honourable Masters' orders as well as to what has Ixjcn written home from 
hence relating thereto, it is observed that though in their letter of thel2lli 
March 1730, paragraph 72, our Honourablo Masters seemed inclinable 
to permit tho continuance of the use of tliis manuto, yet in their letter of 
the 7th March 1733, in answer to our letters of the 1 2th September 1731 ' 
and die 22nd January 1732, they would not consent to grant a licenso 
to make use of huta, forever j because it was thought it infected the 
air and occasioned distempers amongst the inliabitants. At the same 
time in tiieir last commands they are pleased to leave diis matter 
entirely to us 6 a 3 rlug * they would by no means press the culti%'atiiig 
tho grounds by an unwholesome manure, huta having been frequently 
represented as prejudicial in that respect by some, and as often sot in 
a more &vourable light by others who are perfect judges of the matter.' 
We beheve that for want of this manure the produce of the several 
oarts and batter grounds upon the island is considerably decreased. At 
the same time it is observed that since the prohibition of the manure, 
the island has been healthmr than heretofoi'c. It is the general opinion 
of the Bnglish and other inhabitants who are not interested in oarts and ‘ 
»®tty grounds that the use of fish manure is prejudicial to the health 
of the inhabitants. Indeed it seems reasonable to believe that the surface 
of the earth being covered with fish, when it comes to rot, it must' 
occasion a very nauseous and Unwholesome smell and taint the water 
partly runs into wells without sinking into the earth. On tlie 
whole as our Honourable Masters have been pleased to express an 
unwillm^TOs te press the use of any unwholesome manure, and as 

Zl hit denomination, 

we dwbt not kut they will prefer the healths of tho inhabitants of tho 

island to the profit ^emselves and othSr proprietors of lands might 
iMke ky the use of kuta. Therefore it is agreed that for the present 
the prohibitiou thereof now in force be confirmed; hut the Iso be 
represented to oui- Honourable Mastei-s for their final determination.® 


* Pob. Diaxy 9 oS 1736, 474 . 475. 
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On tho 17tli Jtmo 1737, the Board received the following petition 
of sundry inhabitants of Bombay and Mdhim, proprietors of oarts and 
lands in the district of M^Um : That your petirioners humbly hope their 
importunity in presuming to trouble yomr Honours afresh on the 
mattBi* of this petition, will he tenderly considered and excnsed in 
regard to the extreme necessity and imminent loss and ruin of your 
petitionera' estates and families. The grievance and cause of all tMs 
complaint your petitioners humbly represent to be the total prohibition 
and suppression.,of tlie to manure. Your petitioners, as the same 
afEeoted them so nearly, natmully acqnmnted themselves with the 
reasons of this order which they find to be an apprehension that tho 
said manure affects both the air and water, and consequently must be 
detrimental to the health of the inhabitants of Bombay particularly the 
Btiglish ; for as to the' natives your petitioners never understood they 
were affected thereby, as the bills of mortality regularly kept in every 
parish will easily demonstrate. The justice and prevalence of this 
reasou and motive of the prohibition, your petitioners dut^lly acquiesce 
in. Nor do they offer here any argument in competition with the 
health of the English gentlemen and inhabitants which is so justly 
the concern of the Government. The end and intent of your petatmnerB 
in tbia present address is to represent humbly to this Honourable Boam 
how your petitioners can, as they apprehend, be relieved m this great 
distress with little or no risk absolutely to the public in the a*^cle of 
health, which your potitionera esteem the sole and only obstacle •<? I™® 
their humble request. This benefit then sued for, may and will be 
obtained by your Honours confining the prohibition of this manm-e only 
to Bombay and places more immediately in the neighbomhood ot any 
considerable number of English inhabitants j and permitting the same 
to be used with discrotion or under the stnetest regulation in the 
disti-ict of Mdhim, where the ground is much poorer “oie “ 
of the assistance of manure than at Bombay ; and with the 
which your petitioners believe it will not be ^IF^d ^ 

manure whatever applied to the trees or lands at M&him ^n 

intercourse or in the least affect them. Neither can the air at such a 

toce W any influence or at least any mfluenro ^ 

residents of Boinbay. Neither can penmssion given to "s® ^® 

Mdhim be of any encouragement to those concerned m jistiiot 
to move for and iuMtanfa mil to 

be BO much as mentioned in opposition to the request o UnTTiblv 

^ fleb^^nure at Mdhim. Your petdtionere likewise represent humbly 

to thi^ Honourable Board that the trees are a^ady 
?nddaite Tmimshedin their bearing that ^ 

they will be too tar go^ decay to 
without this remedy ^ 


in 
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i£ not only means o£ enstenaneo decay away to nothing, and tl^t ■willi- 
out the comfort oE knowing any one valuable reason for their enfior- 
ings and entire ruin. If, when your petitioners shall represent to 
this Honourable Board that for want of this manure tlieir oarts aie , 
fallen almost two-thirds of their value, it shall be said that the loss 
and damage are aggravated, an abstract drawn from the Honourable 
Company’s own actual shai'C in the pnblic suffeiings will clearly dmon- 
atrate its truth. By this calculation it will appear that oxemsire o! 
charges the Company’s estate, two-thirds whereof are in the district 
of Mdhim, does not now yield two per cent clear, which is a notable 
diminution of their nsnal profit. Further the securities to the Bank 
by mortgage for money taken up upon the landed estates at a .value 
far higher than the amount of the respective loans, are aatnally fallen 
short to the loss and damage of the Banlc, which had been seemingly 
SO' well sccni'cd. Your petitioners then humbly hope your Honours 
will accept fa.voutably this their supplication, in the snccess of 
which the welfare of such a number of inhabitants is so nearly 
concerned. They humbly apprehend that the greater barrenness 
and sterility of tho soil at Mdhim and its distance from the 
residence of any number of English inhabitants may give some weight 
to this their snit ; in the granting of w'hich likewise this Govemment 
will indisputably confer a great and universal benefit, encourage the, 
poorer inhabitants, and give the strongest proofs ot the care and 
protection of its subjects without at the same time incurring tlio hazard 
of one single inconvenience or damage to the pnblic in their healths or 
otiierwise ; all which is humbly submitted to the wisdom and prudence 
o£ this Honourable Board. And your petitioners as in duty bound 
shall ever pray. ' , 

The petition contains the following abstract of tho produce, of the, 
Honourable Oompany’s oarts at Bombay and Mdhim from 1727 to 
17315 inclusive* : 

t 

Bombay and Mdbim Oarts produced cocoannta in 1727, 699,000; 1728, 
6+3,900; 1729, 718,400 ; 1730, 787,200; 1731, 707,200. This shows they in- 
creased annually and that the difTerence in tho produce between 1727 and 1731 
is 193,600 nuts. 

Bombay and Mdhim Oarts produced cocoanutsin 1732,656,900 ; 1733, 568,900; 
1784, 683,500 ; 1735, 472,900; 1730, 453,100. This shows how gradually they 
have decreased since the year 1731 and that the produce of 1730 was 344,500 
nuts less than in 1731. Increase from 1727 to 1731 is 198,600 ; decre.ase trom 
1731 to 1736 is 344,500 ; decrease from 1727 to 1736 is 145,900. . i 

On tho some day, tho 17th June 1737, the Board I'eoord: 
As wo Wo already represented this affair so fully to our 
Honourable Meters for their final determination, we can now do 
nothing more than refer the merits of the petition to them. At the 
same tme we are indined to believe that though the use of Aitfa inthe 
parte about MdW would not affect the water at Bombay, yet that it 
would so far infect the aar to create a nauseous scent that would h® 
premdioial te the h^lths of the inhabitante, tho English in particular, 
which our Honourable Masters have heeu pleased not to put to hazard 
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for the sake of the advantage that might accrue to them by the 
difference of the produce of their oarts.* 

At a Consultation on the S7tli January 1739 the President produces 
n Portuguese petition from the principal inhabitants, landowners of 
Bombay and hltiliim, setting fortli the inevitable ruin of themselves and 
lamilics by tlic entire probibition o£ hxitfi xnannre, and pra yin g 
consideration and relief of their grievance in this article. The Board 
observing that tlus application has been often repeated, the matter of 
which deserves the greatest caution and deliberation as it concerns the 
lives and licalth of the inliahitants and especially of the Europeans, and 
nothing new pressing for the present to conclude for or against in tViin 
affair, agreed tJiat the petition He upontiic table and the consideration 
of it be deferred till the arrival of the ninrt ship from Great Britain, 
wdicn ^ it may he offcetnally resumed, and tie petitioners be made 
acquainted with our final determination thereon.® 

At a Consultation on the SOth May 1739 the Board read a petition 
from the fazanddrs and proprietors of the landed estates at Mdhim, 
pra 3 -ing the Government’s repeal of their 2 )rohibition of the use of 
kuta for manure. As this request contains matter wherein the lives 
and healths of the inhabitants are supposed to be concerned, agreed 
that wc take time to consider duly of the same before we come to a 
determination ; and tlrat in the meantime the petition he ordered to 
lie on the table.® 

At a Consultation on the 2nd Oetober 1739 the President acquaints 
the Board tliat the landowners on this island liave made pressing 
applications to him for relief on their petitions for restoring kvUa 
manure. After a full discussion of the merits of the petition tbo 
Board record the opinion that anj'’ peremptory resolution in the 
- negative, 'would grcatlj'’ discontent and discourage the numbers that 
are concerned and parocularly the poorer sort of inhabitants, whom 
it is their interest to maintain and cherish whilst their neigbhoura, 
the Mardthrts, are endeavouring to seduce them to the other side in 
order to people their new conquests. They therefore agree _tho 
petition He on tlio table, and assurance be given of taking it into 
consideration at a proper opportunity.* 

On the 22nd February 1742 the Board read a petition in the Por- 
tugticsc language from the fazauddrs or owners of cocoanut^ trees on 
this island, setting forth the great loss thej'- sustain jin their estates 
and how mncli tliej' arc impoverished since the prohibition of manuring 
•^vith hita, and offering a sum of Ks. 10,000 to our Honourable Masters 
jirorided the prohibition may he taken off. The consideration of this 
jietition is deferred till another time.® 

The petitioners seem to have gained little by the^ delay. In 
1750 ^Ir. Grose -wriles ; Formerly there obtained a practice, esteem- 
ed very pernicious to Iho health of the inhabitants, of employing a 


> rub. Diaiy 10 of I7.3C-37, I35-13C. 
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manure for the coconnut trees that grow in nliundanco on the island, 
consisting of the small fry of Ash, and called 1^ tlie c6nntiy*name 
huckshaw. It was undouhtcdly of great service both to augment and 
meliorate their produce ; but, through its quantity being supcriiciBlIjr 
laid in trenches round the root and conBcqucutly the easier to Iw 
cxlialed, it diffused, as it putrcAcd, a very unwholesome vapour.* 

At n Consultation of tlie 28th August 1765 the Board read a peti* 
tion from the Knnbis requesting permission to make use of diy 
bucksbavr for the manure of their Intty grounds which they .cannot 
cultivate without. As this sort of buckshaw seems not preju^cial to 
Bio bcaltb of the inhabitants, it is agreed, notivithstanding the pnhli'. 
cation against it, to permit of the Knnbis using dry buckshaw for 
manure, but not wot upon any account. The proprietors of dry fish 
must accordingly bo permitted to sell it to the inbabitants for that 
pmposo.* 

A Consultation of tbo 28tb October 1766 records i As it appears a 
bad use bas been made of the indulgence granted to tbo inbabitants in 
August 1765 of manuring Ihoir gronnds with 'buckshaw, resolved 
that a publication bo issued prohibiting in the most peremptory terms 
the use of this manuro whether wet or dry ; and that none be made on 
tbo island but on the places expressly allotted for that pniposc.^ - 

A Consultation of the 2nd Juno 1767 Las the following entry: 
Bead a petition from the Kimbis desuang to bo allowed to uwke 
use of bucksliaw for manuring tbeir batty grounds or to give the 
Ilonourablo Company half tlie produce of said grounds in batty 
instead of paying a stated toka. This last, being conformable to tho 
practice of proprietors of private grounds, is agreed to for the cnsniiig 
year, as we can by no moans consent to their making use of buckshaw 
for manuro,* 


On thc26tli Juno 1767'tho Board read a petition from the village 
&rmers representing that if we continue in our resolution of collect* 
ing half tho produce of batty from tho ICunbis instead of tho usual 
tokd as stipulated in their respective leases, they will sustain a very 
great loss, ^ey therefore request we will either revoke said order or 
accept of their leases back. This being taken into consideration and 
tbeir leases referred to, tbero appears an express article therein that 
the usual fo/fa shall be collected from the Knnbis. We tbereforo 
cannot refuse to comply with the request of the fiumers for revoking 
our order of the 2nd instant in favour of tho Kunbis, though we 
shall hereafter take into consideration their claim for redress on account 
of ae proLbition of the use of Inda, when we are able to iudge with 
certainty of the pr^ont yearis crop of batty. At tlie same t^o we 

prohibition was in force when the viUagcs 
were let out and had always before been so.® 


•Groso’sVoyogototheEastlndies, 1. 31 . i -n- 
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^ A Consultation oE the 14th September 1770 records ; NotTOthstand- 
ing the strictest x^rohibition against using kuta or buckshaur, whether 
manure, information has lately been given to the Pre- 
sidcnt o£ BIX persons "who have been detected gnilty of tliis very pemi- 
cious practice. Reference is therefore had to the last publication on 
tliis subject by which wo find the penalty to be forfeiture of the 
grounds so manured. As on consultation forfeiture of land appears 
to lie too severe, it is agreed to levy a fine of Rs. 50 for the first 
ofTcucc and Its. 100 for every other — half to the Honourahlo Com- 
pany and half to the informers. A publication to this effect is to be 
issued accordingly.^ 

In spite of this penalty the practice did not cease. In August 1787 
the Polish traveller Dr. Hove says : Dr. Scott informed me the people 
of hfdhim often manure their plantations with putrefied fish which 
renders tlio air unwholesome to those that live in it. Not an instance is 
knoum of a Huropcan recovering of a fever if he has contracted it in 
these woods.® 

On the 2Sth June 1728 the Hoard observe: A petition from the 
whatards and Kunbis of Parol and other villages within that dis- 
trict being presented to the Board, praying wo would relieve them by 
letting them have a loan of batty for transplanting during this time 
of scarcity, agreed that the warehonse-kcoper advance them twelve 
mtulus provided the Portuguese receiver will oblige himself to seo the 
same rocovered at the gathering in the ensuing crop.® 

On the 4 til October the Boai'd observe: The scarcity of grain from 
all appearance being likely to continue in tlicso parts, agreed that wo 
give directions to our Resident at Onor to purchnso 5000 bales of 
Oliampa rice at Mangalor ; and that by the first opportunity of our 
cruizors, wo send them Rs. 10,000 to pay for the same.* 

A Consultation of the lOtli ■ December 1731 records; An estimate 
of the produce of the Honourable Company's batty gi-ounds in posses- 
sion of the Kuubis as well as of those under the direction of the 
overseer of the Company's oarts made by the vercadores and mhiitd- 
rns of Bomliay, is brought in by the nnder-receiver of the rents and 
revenues. Prom this estimate it appears that through want of rain 
last season the whole produce of tho said batty grounds^ did amount 
to no more tlian 301 mtidds 12 pJiards and 9 adholis, which fall short 
of the usual ioka or estimate paid by tho Kunbis by 71 mudds 8 
phards and 1 7 adhoHa. The Kunbis plead that they have nothing 
to support themselves and families save the produce of those grounds 
by them manured and cultivated. They therefore request that we 
would grant tliem tlie same indulgence that has been always customary 
on such occasions when through want of rain tho grounds have not 
produced tho toka or quantity they are valued in. This indulgence we 
find on csaimination has been to accept of tho moiety of the real produce 
of the lands granting tho other half to tire Kunbis for their laboui'. 


‘ rut. Diary 5G of 1770, 489-400. 

^ FulS. Diary 3 of 1727-28,'135 - 130. 


*ir<n-d’» Tours, 10; Bom. Gov. Sel, XVI. 
* Put. Diary 3 of 1727-28, 190. 
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'This it IB nirreed to accept as vre arc couvinccd the raid ihrouglt 

£ oxffic povcrty inaot othcr^vise subsist, but mustlcsTe^ 

A^Consullation of the 7tb Match 1735 rcMi-^: Bead a pctiH® 
tSr KnnInB of tho Bovcral villages of Patel, Bombay, anl 
setting forth Hat tho batty growing m those villas to 
blasted *bv whi^i the quantity came far short of the usual otmuw of 
tlie crounds • urajduff that the Hononrablo Company vasy l«ar to 
XSf Tta v.ma»os L.™s «x«m»a too.!. 

report it to bo as follows ; 

^ BMtr Ground.. “J* 

Pard “ ,1 17 

Vnddlo jg gj 13 

.1 11 2 


Ifilgaon ... 
Sun 

Bombay ... 


Total .. 89 11 17 


CaterpUlare, 

1738, 


As it has always been customary in a ted v«tr forjje Honom^ 

Company to raako an abatement of the foZw, it js 
above loismwdds 44-18-84 be on the Companj^s account. Anew « 
ordered that, to that amount, tho receivers of the several dis 
deduct from the usual loka? m t w 

A Consultation of the 10th April 1736 xccor^ ; ® 

representing ttet the hatty gro^ds ^t y?“’ 
considerably less than tho usual tobx and humbly reque^ng 
Honourable Company may hear their propoiHon of ^ 

vereadores having oxamined into the same, it appt^s by tn P 
that the said batty gpnnnds fell short of their usual prodnoe by 
139 adholis 14 and sera 13 as follows : wna. ps. »3. , 

Porel ... ••• .*• 89 12 2 

Taddln ... ... ••• 1? 2 16 

,o 

Ni'ignon ... ... — 27 18 13 

Colte ••• ••• 35 A 

MdtungA ... — 4 18 2 

Bombay ... ... .*• 7 16 4 

Total ... 139 14 13 

As it has been always customary for the Honourable^ Compny 
boar that proportion of such loss, it is agreed that this indulgent W 
allowed the Knnhis, and the receiver is accordingly directed to 
deduct it out of the usual annual toka.^ 

At a Consultation of the 12th Pehmary 1737 the Board record: 
vereadores and mhdtdrds of Bombay and Mdhim having enquired into 
the produce of the Honourable Company's batty grounds for the last 
year (1786) and made their report that the same &1 Ib427 mudds 19 

> Pub. Diary 4 o£ 173\168, » Pub. Diary 8 of 1734*33 , 80 - 86, 

> Pub, Diary 0 of 1730, 207 • 208. / 
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lore, and I s. short o£ the usual to^a or estimate^ occasioned not only 
bytlie %TOntoE the latter rain, but by the caterpillars getting- to the 
roots and destroying groat quantities o£ the batty. As both these 
causes of loss are notoriously known to be true, and as it has ever 
Ireen customary to relieve the Kunbis on these occasions, it is agreed 
that the Honourable Company bear half the loss. It is accordmgly 
direeted that the receiver deduct one-half in his accounts when he 
gathers in the tokn from the Kunbis.^ 

At a Consultation of the 18th January 1738 the President acquaints 
the Board that having ordered the vereadore and mhatards to make 
enquiry into the produce of the Honourable Company’s batty ground 
in the sundry villages in the district of Mdhim the last year (1737) 
they delivered him a report thereof which he now lays before the Board. 
By this it appears that instead of the usual ioka of 450 mudds 1 ph. 
19^ ad. which is esteemed half the produce of the said grounds in a good 
season, their real half produce the last year is no more than 74 mudds 
15 ph. 2 ad. “Wc are very sensible that the whole crop was entirely 
burnt up for want of rain and that the Kunbis are near mined by 
the great loss they will sustain. It has ever been customary to relieve 
the Kunbis in a bad season by accepting half the real produce of the 
grounds in lieu of the ioka, and it would fall particularly hard on 
them should wo insist on their paying more now. Jt is thorcfoi-c agreed 
tliat we accept half the real produce of the grounds, and directed the 
proper order be issued to tlie receiver.® 

A Consultation of the 2nd January 1742 records; As it has been 
alwaj-s customary, when they fall short of their usual pi'oducc, to relieve 
the Kunins who cultivate the Honourablo Companjr’s batty grounds 
by receiving such part of the ioka only as the vereadores and mhdMrds 
esteem reasonable j and as, by an estimation now (2nd January 1742) 
Ixsforo us, the share appears to be no moro than 49 pk. and lO sers, 
it is agreed that the said account be sent to the Collector with an 
order to pay a duo regard thereto.® 

At a Consultation of the 11th February 1743 the Board obseive ; 
According to a custom that has hitherto been allowed of making an 
abatement in the toka or' ordinary lialf produce of the batty 
grounds in c.ase of a bad se.ason, a signed account by the yeroadoi-cs 
as usual on suoh occasions is presented in respect to certain parcels 
of gi-ound lying in Bombay, the lialf produce or ioka of which has 
been rated nt mudds 13-23-14 But the last (1742) season being 
nnkind the said ioka. amounted to no moro than mudas 4-7-14 j 
wlienco’ the Kunbis who cultivated those grounds are, according to cus- 
tom,* answerahle for that quantity only. As allowances of this nature 
appear frequently on tho registers the Board must accept the loss. 
At the same time, ns it may not be proper to rely solely on the 
vereadores, it is direeted that in future the Collector of tho revenues, 
with such persons as ho shall call to his assistance, accompany the 
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» Pub. Dinry 10 of 1730-37, 20. “ Pub- ?««/ 1 1 of 1737-38, 11. 

* Pub. Diary 10 of 1741-42, 3-4. 
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vtfrciidoros, and view the crop wlnlo standing some little time befow il 
is to 1x5 cut, and ho with them report the condition thereof.^ 

On the 8th Mardi they observe ; As heretofore proctiBcd an aceonnt 
is presented signed by the vercadorcs showing the short produce of Ike 4 
Comp.'iuy^s batty grounds in tlie distiict of hlahim. ^ The Mta or kalf 
produce which ought to bo received in a good season is fixed at mudas 
450-1-17-2-1 j but by this account it will bo no more tlmn ...... . 

So largo a deficiency bad occasioned the President to enquire of 
sucli as were esteemed proper judges and who were possessors ot 
batty grounds, what tlicy tliought reasonable j among whom- one - 
alleged half the established toica ought to be received and the rest m 
general agreed it ought to bo thrco-fiftlis. As^ tbc vcreadorcs at# 
annually cliosen by the inhabitants and sworn into office, it wonin 
BCAm harsh to reject their report delivered nndcr me solcmnnw 
of an oath ; thoreforo for the present it is admitted os himerto. ’ 
At the same time as, from the continuance of such n method, om • 
Honourable Masters’ property can never bo on anj' ce^in^, it u ^ 
directed that tlio Collector of the revenues acquaint the Kunhis who 
now cultivate the Company’s batty grounds, that unless they CDga«. 
to deliver in future the whole of tlie cstablislied foba, the smd grounm 
will bo rented to others which probably may be found prefembte to 
the condition they arc now lot upon.® 

A Consultation of the 16th January 1747 lias the following enfay: 
The account , ' Warehouse Eemains,’ shows tliat tho greatest part or the 

f oods which were disposed of at the last sale arc sbU unoleaw. 

his failure to clear tho goods is occasioned partly by the cxcesave 
dearnesB of groin all over the country qiartlyby the want of forage on 
'’the road for the cattdo that carry goods up-country which we hmr 
was the sole obstacle to Nizdm-ul-mmk’s army going this yeartowarm 
Surat. It is agreed tiiat the sale’ of the Honourable Companys goow 
noticed in the Consultation of the 23rd ultimo he deferred till the 23ra 
March next.’ 

On the 13th October 1747 the Board received tho folloyi’ing letter 
from the Collector Mr. Bjfeld : For want of tlie latter rain toward# 
the end of last season (1746) the deficiency in the crop of batty was## 
great as to render it impraclaeable for me to recover that old outstanding 
debt. As the present season (1747) has hitherto been very fayonrahie 
with a prospect of a fine harvest, I have great hopes of reducing tins 
debt conraderably, having obliged tho Kunhis to pass an obligati®' 
for •the clearance of it, in which they have mortgaged their houses andi 
grounds for the due peifonnance of the same. As the receiwng money 
for what they were deficient of their last year’s to&a prevented them- 
getting forther in debt, 1 humbly presume the same niethods may h® ‘ 
taken with them this season should they not be able to dear the same 
in spedes. All which is hnmbly submitted to your’ Honour.* 

At a Consultation of the 9th March 1749 the Board order ; Accounts 
delivered by the Collector of the rents -and ‘revenues show that the 


> Pub. Diary 16 1743, 36., 

* Pub. Diaiy 16 of 1743, BO • 67. 


’ Pub. biary 20 of 1747, 14. 
* Pub. Diary 20 of 1747, 374. 
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badness of last. year’s crop of batty bad occasioned the Hononrablc 
Compands batty grounds to produce only 422 nudds 6 vh 
insteadpx 868 mudds^ 2 ph. 8 ad. 3 s. On wbich account the Kunbis 
request an abatement in their iolca, which, as is usual on such occasions 
having bera esarntned into by proper people, is agreed to and directed 
that the - yolleetor have an order to receive from the Kunbis only 
ail mudds 3 p7i. instead of mudds 434-1-4-lJ their stipulated 
tofca in favourable seasons.^ 


In 1750 Mr. Grose writes : The bulk of the land proprietors were 
Boman Catholic Mestizos and Canarins. The first are a mixed breed of 
the natives and Poituguo'se j the otiier purely aborigines of the 
country, converted to what the Portuguese call the faith. The other 
landowners were Moors Gentus and Pdrsis; but these last are ctf 
modemer date, having since purchased on the island. The land is 
chiefly employed in cocoanut - groves or oarts, rice - fields, and onion - 
grounds, which are reckoned of an excellent sort on this island. The 
cocoanut - groves or ©arts make the most considerable part of the 
landed property, being planted wherever the atnation and soil aie 
•favourable to them. "When a number of these groves lie contiguous to 
each other, they form what is called The Woods, through which there 
is a due space left for roads and pathways. They are also thick-set 
with houses and huts. They are, however, reckoned unwholesome for 
want of a free ventilation. The cultivation of the cocoanut-tree is 
extremely easy, by means of channels conveying water to the roots, 
and by a manure laid round them. An owner of two hundred of these 
trees is reckoned to have a competency to subsist on.® 

On tbo 2Stb October 1755 the Board read a petition from the iamters 
of the Honourable Company's villages, with one from the Kunbis 
settop forth their loss occasioned by the unusual drought, and praying 
relief. As any clause of this kind was purposely omitted in their 
several contracts at the time the villages were fai-med to them, and as 
they .wore particularly acquainted that oui' Honourable Masters should 
not be snbleot to any such application, hut that the fermers must reap 
the advantage or suffer the inconvenience resulting therefrom, and as on 
this account the farms were let out for the term of seven years, it is 
resolved that their petitions he rqected.® 

About 1766 Mr. Porbes writes reg.arding Bombay supplies : Prom 
rituated only a few miles from the Mar*£tha shores or still nearer 
tiic fertile island of Sdlsette the markets are daily supplied from thence 
with all the necessaries of life ; for so circumscribed, so rocky, and so 
unequal is the surface of Bombay itself that in one year it produces 
a sufficiency of grain to supply its population for six weeks only. 
Yet each spot that will admit of cultivation and is not occupied by 
houses is sown with rice or planted with cocoanut trees which in 
extensive woods lend their friendly shade to thousands of neat 
cottages and form delightful rides, impervious to a tropical sun.* 
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A Consultation of tbs loth November 1775 records ; It has been 
represented to ns that the inhabitants of Bdndra refuse to cultivate 
vegetables as nsualj because the farmer insists npon receiving the 
same proportion thereof aa he does of batty. Aa this vras never onr 
intention, the Chief and factors must suffer him only to take the 
same consideration that tras allo'tTed by the inhabitants to tho 
Maratha government {if any such there was) and the most public 
notice must be given of this order in the B5ndra district, that tho 
Korumbis (Kunbis) may as formerly be encouraged to, cultivate 
vegetables so essentially necessary to the inhabitants of this island.' 

Of tho great famine of 3808 Mr. FotI^b writes in bis Orientel 
Memoirs : What infiniln advantage, what incalculable benefits must 
accrue from a wise and liberal admnistiation over those extenravo 
realms which now form a part of the British Empire, is not for me to 
discuss. What immense good was done by tho wise policy of the Bom- 
bay Government alone during a late hunina we learn from the address 
of Sir James Mackintosh to the Grand Jury of that island in 1804. 
No other language than Ms own can he adopted on this interesting 
subject. It indirectly points out the object 1 have often mentioned : 
The amelioration of the natives of India by theintrodnetion of relijpon 
laws art sdenca and ^civilization in their oest and most comprehensive 
sense. TTiifl upright and able Magistrate, after descanting upon fiimme 
in general, enters into the particularB of that in the Eonkan occasioned 
by a partial f^ore of tiie periodical rains in 1802 and from a more 
complete failure in 1808, from whence, ho says : A famine 'has 
arisen in the adjoining provinces of India, especially in tho Mardtha 
territories, which 1 shall not attempt to describe and which I helie'i'e 
no man can truly represent to the European public without the hazard 
of bdug charged with extravagant and incredible fiction. Some of 
you have seen its ravages. All of you hivve heard accouuts of them 
&om accurate observers. I have only seen the fugitives who have fied 
before it and have found an asylum in this island. But even I have 
seen enough to be convinced that it is difficult to overcharge a picture 
of Indian desolation. 1 shall now state from aulhentio documents 
what has been done to save these terntories from the miserable condition 
of the neighbouring country. Eibm the Ist of September 1805 to 
the present time, October 1804, there have been imjjorted or purdiased 
by Government 414,000 bags of rice and tliere remain 180,000 bags 
contacted for wliich are yet to arrive ; forming an aggregate of nearly 
600,000 bags and amounting to the val^ of SOl&kiis of rupees or 
£600,000 ^rling. During tbe same time there have been imported 
by private mcrcliants 480,0u0bagB of rice, making in all an importation 
of a million of bags and amounting in value to one million potmds 
sterUng. The effects of this impoi'tation on the population of our 
territories it is not very_ difficult to (Ornate. The population of 
j^ombay, Sdlsette, Karanja, and of the City of Smut . I designedly 
underestimate at 400,000. I am entitled to presume that if they had 
continued subject to native governments they would have shared tho 


• Pub, Diary 08 of 1775, 814-815. 
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£ate o£ tbe neighbouring provinces which still arc so subject. I shall 
not be suspected of any tendency towards exaggeration by any man 
who is acquainted with the state of the opposite continent when I say 
that in such a case an eighth of that population must have perishecL 
60,000 hmnan beings have therefore bem saved from death in its most 
miserable form by the existence of a British Government in this island. 
I conceive myseU entitled to take credit for the whole benefits of the 
importation for that which was imported by private merchants as well 
as for that which was directly imported by the Government, seeing that, 
except for the British Government, the commercial capital and credit 
would not have existed by which the private importation was effected. 
The next particular which I have to state relates to those unhappy re- 
fugees who have'found their way into our territory. From the month of 
March to the present month of October, such of them as could labour 
have been employed in useful public works and have been fed by Govern- 
ment. The monthly average of these persons since March is 9125 in 
Bombay, 3162 in Sdlsette, and in Surat a considerable number though 
from that city I have seen no exact returns. But many of these miser- 
able beings are,on their arrival here, wholly unable to earn their subsistence 
by any the most moderate labour. They expire on the road before they 
can be discovered by the agents of our charity. They expire in the very 
act of being carried to the place where they are to receive relief. To 
obviate or at least to mitigate these dreadful evils a Humane Hospital 
was established by Government for the relief of those immigrants who 
were unable to labour. The monthly average of those who have been 
received since March into this hospital is lOSO in Bombay, about 100 in 
Salsette, - and probably 300 at Snrat. I myself visited this hospital in 
company with my excellent friend Dr. Scott, and I witnessed a scene 
of which the impression will never be effaced from my mind. The average 
monthly mortality of the establishment is dreadful ; it amounts to 480. 
'At first sight this wonld seem to argue some monstrous defects in the 
plan or management of the institution. And if there were great defects 
in so new an establishment, hastily provided against so unexampled an 
evU, those who are accustomed to make due allowance for human frailty 
-would find more to lament than to blame in sneh defects. But when 
it -is considered that almost all these deaths occur in the first four or 
five days after admission and that scarcely any disease has been observed 
among the patients but the direct effecte of famine, we sliall prolably 
view the mortality as a proof of the deplorable state of the patients 
rather than of any defects in the hospital, and instead of malimg the 
hospital answerable for the deaths we shall deem it entitled to credit 
the life of every single survivor. Those who know me will need no 
assurances that I have not made these observations from a motive so 
unworthy of my station and my character as that of pa^dng court to 
any Government. 1 am actuated by &r other motives. I believe that 
knowledge on subjects so important cannot be too widely promulgated. 

believe if every Government on earth were bound to give an annual 
account before an audience whom they respected and who knew the 
facts, of what they had done during the year for improving the condi- 
tion of their subjects, that this single and apparently slight circum- 
stance would better the situation of all mankind. And I am desirous if 
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any British- Govemment in India should ever in similar calamitons 
circmnstances forget its most important and sacred duties, that this 
example should be recorded for their reproach and disgrace. Upon the 
nrholc 1 am sure that I considerably understate the fact in saying that 
the British Government in this island has saved the lives of ■ 100,000 
persons, and what is more important that it has -prevented the greater 
part of the misery through winch they must have passed before they 
found refuge in death ; besides the misery of all those who loved them 
or who depended upon their care.^ 


* Forbes’ Oriental Memoirs, IV. 200*296. 
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Section 111. — Population. 

In 1601 tlio total population of Bombay "was estimated at 10,000 
and in 1715 at about 16,000. At the end of the next fifty years (1764) 
the total had increased to 00,000.^ In 1780 the result of the inquiries 
of a Oonunittce on the high price of grain was a pinliminai'y returii of 
^7,170, of whom 13,726 lived in Mdhim and 33,444 lived in Bombay.® 
The details were : InJtabiianfa, 17 S 0 . 


iMstricU 

Men. 

'VTomcn. 

Chtldrca. 

Slaves. 

Total. 

Bombay 

10,S21 



169 

f 20.128 
t 7310 

Maiiltn 

4353 

6140 

303S 

342 

33.720 

Totnl ... 

14.D74 

10,320 

8620 

431 

47,170 


As this total appeared to the Committee to bo far short of the actuals, 
and ns it was shown that no sepoys, labourers, or others from the adja- 
cent countries were inserted in the total, the vercadores were ashed to 
what in their opinion^ the whole number of inhabitants and others 
amounted. Tliey replied that the least Avhieh ought to be reckoned for 
the district of Bombay was 100,000. The Mdhim return of 13,726 
they imagined to bo pretty just. The caste details, csclusivc of labour- 
ers and non-residents, were : 


Domhay Catt€^, 17S0. 


Xo, 

Cnatc. 

Men. 

Women. 

Chi id* 
ren* 

Slaves 

Total. 

1 

llnm'cdi BrSImians 

' 

40 

42 

40 

10 

147 


Falonc iiOm 

• •• 


CO 

07 

40 

13 

160 

3 

QularAtl do. 

• •• 


72 

42 

31 


145 

$ 

6hcn%l do 

so* 


140 

176 

Of 


400 

5 

rarbliiH ... 



3h0 

•19G 

202 

101 

1110 

O 

Ooldsniitlis 



310 

231 

4S 


689 

7 

BanEjiis 



722 

s*>*» 

ZS3 

■a* 

1499 

8 

CoppcrsniUUs 

• •s 


itc 

ICO 

CO 

10 

S02 

O 

Weavers 

... 


161 

178 

OO 

23 

435 

lO 

llhansjlfo 

1 IT 


101 

100 

ns 


311 

11 

Carpcntenc ••• 

as* 


123 

108 

ri 

7 

371 

13 

X’.'inch Knlsldn 



481 

TOO 

no 


1184 

13 

Chau KniEliis 

■ 


60 

loi 

38 


003 

14 

Ilhlitius 

... 


ms 

74 

84 

• •* 

sen 

IS 

Piltsis * 

as* 


1CS3 

1303 

100 


3097 

1(1 

lron%TTiit?i9 

St* 


48 

63 

34 

• a* 

135 

17 

Bhnndtfrla 



077 

820 

357 


1851 

18 

Tailors 

■ ■s 



831 

IBI 

8 

06t 

10 

8 weet m ca t.mnk cr.i 

• •• 


n 

T 

8 


18 

20 

Ttl.1m Kunbl.| 

■ ■s 


41 

Cl 

24 


130 

21 

Kunbin 



60 

«7 

87 

*•• 

lit 

•* > 

Kilinc (Klmkar) Kunbis 


10 

22 

17 


5S 

23 

8urat Kunbis 

ns 


•»o 

10 

7 

Tt, 

30 

2 f 

Turners ... 



33 

40 

10 

•** 

07 

25 

Mat-nuibcra 

».« 


51 

4S 

16 


112 

20 

TSarIrfs of SurTit(Fcrn*incnB 

17 

O 

4 

• as 

30 

27 

TnriM OK Bombav t 


) 

13 

11 

n 


32 

28 

Moonnen 


... 

3035 

3033 

1317 


8335 

23j 

CoolIc9 of Bombay 
and Milcf^on 

Tanker 

lOSO 

1417 

603 

as* 

3311 

30 

OIKmakcrs 




IIS 

76 

C7 

TtS 

SCO 

31 

GoUs 



30 

36 

31 


102 

32 

Pot-makers — 



03 

61 

37 

a.s 

ICO 

33 

Barbers 



83 

41 

SO 


140 

3t 

Christians 



*4* 




COCO 

1 35 

Slioc-makers ... 



CSS 

G7 

25 

sas 

145 

30 

Wnslicniicn ... 







350 

1 

. Totnl 


10«22t 

11,171 

4514 


33.4 1 1 
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* Ilistoriral Account of Pomliay (1781), 0 and liiciinnl Colibc’a Accoimt of the 
Clinrcli nt PoniTiny (17GtS), S2- 23. 

* Horn. Gov. Comnltalion 15lU Dec. 1780, Diary 77 of 1780, 5C7<G70. 
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The con'csponding details of the 13,726 people of Mdhim were ; 

Mdhim Caffe), 1780, 



Cute. 

Hen. t 


Children. 

Slaves. ' 1 

Total 

No. 

1 

toys. 

llrb. 

Boys, 

Sirin. 

— 



1 

nopredi Btihmui .. 

Fiinhe do. 

17 

IB 

13 

S 


B 

50 

8 

18 

SI 

13 


1 

8 

, 63 

8 

OularAtl do. ... 

U 

14 

5 

8 

• M 


92 

4 

Shenvb and Chlttli (Cliit- 

10 

S! 

SO 

21 

25 

DO 

10 

0 

SI 


0 


62 

70 

207 

6 

0 

Purrocfl fParbhufl) ... 
Ooldnaiuii 

“6 

S8 

0 

4 

1 

7 

Antons M. •!« 

64 

48 

18 

10 

2 

... 

133 

8 

Dbansfdb ... ... 

SO 

80 

18 

S2 

1 

•M 

101 , 

0 

Cotipemnltlia ... 

0 

18 

IS 

0 


.a. 

45 

10 

Fimob Kililila el Parcl 

101 

114 

40 

33 

MS 

U. 

38i 

11 

Airri Konbia ^ »» 

S7 

44 

IT 

12 

»•• 

.M 

no 

12 

Kanbb ol KtfEaon .. 

86 

60 

14 

22 

wm 

.M 

218 

13 

Slen Coellca >. 

SO 

4S 

12 

28 

•M 


■ 105 

14 

KanbliotlUtnncn .» 

01 

62 

31 

14 

1 


139 

16 

llihlni Finch Kalahls ... 

]» 

102 

S3 

53 

• i. 


480 

16 

KunbboISlon ... ... 

43 

68 

tn 

SO 

•M 

•a. 

152 

1? 

Affris o( TliiborrSdi Colte • 
BiioiTidi Kunbb eu 

40 

42 

16 

10 



Its 

18 

40 

51 

2(1 

18 



147 

10 

Mihlm Sattu Coolies _ 

17 

2S 

7 

6 



51 

20 

Udhiiu Ohanditrfs ... ... 

SS 

03 

33 

17 

•M 

*a. 

150 

21 

Kunbis of Binri m» 

10 

18 

0 

7 


*.* 

60 

22 

Kiinbifl of Vadtflo 

101 

182 

SD 

SD 

••• 


814 

23 

nhandirli of Uitunffa 

as 

85 

28 

21 


•a. * 

147 

24 

Carpenten of M&him ... 

Barben ... ... 

21 

27 

• 8 

2 

1 

M. 

69 

26 

22 

6 



M* 


27 

26 

KunblaofKh&r •m 

81 

or 

50 

85 

M* 


273 

27 

Sfwri Coolies .m 

63 

63 

£8 

ID 



2S8 

28 

BhfirHii Coolies «m 

*7 

83 

ID 

15 

«». 

.M 

03 

20 

SlonBbanditle •« ••• 

13 

6S 

11 

10 

»S» 


125 

30 

Xllmcluin ««• 

80 

61 

40 

7 

14 


.»• 

IDO 

31 

Cbau KAlshls »» 

33 

47 

21 



115 

92 

Weftvera .M .« ... 

20 

27 

20 

2 

on 

... 

' 60 

33 

Ktuibb of Banisanll 

19 

21 

6 

7 

M* 

»w 

65 

Si 

Bhandiria of lliblm 

43 

58 

82 

14 


»*» 

142 

35 

IVuhenncn* 

21 

23 

11 

V 

8 

1 

60 

90 

IVarU Ftfncb Kolabls ». 

IDT 

12i 

72 

so 

•w 


833 

97 

Tonora ... 

SO 

83 

14 


.*» 

»** 

60 

38 

Kltta Bfundirh ... 

12 

11 

«b* 


•M 


23 

39 

BhitlSa .. •- .. 

11 

0 

0 

1 


... 

24 

40 

Uoonnen (we 40 bclcw) 

ns 

114 

80 

9h 

18 

11 

809 

41 

Jlcotlab VcaTcra 

123 

121 

41 

20 

4 

4 

838 

42 

Mairaellas 

64 

73 

81 

21 

wn 

... 

100 

43 

Wool-tnaken 

22 

25 

! 

* 6 



65 

44 

Uocty Ocolioc 

Warll Coollu Ftfniian . 

. 13 

27 

It 

i 

•M 


44 

46 

1 296 

808 

IPi 

Di 

«U 

... 

802 

46 

Do, Zbalkare . 

. 210 

230 

117 

tt 

tM 


647 

47 

Toroers . 

- 4 

0 


\ 

-.M 


13 

4S 

Shoc'in&kcn ... 

6 

4 

3 

• M 

... 

«*• 

10 

40 

Moonaen (ace 40 abort) • 

136 

168 

Si 

35 

30 


409 

6C 

Bhondifrle K6te Kanlo • 

• 89 

SO 

( 

J( 

... 

u» 

30 

61 

Washemten of Fore] • 

18 

20 

1 

4 

720 

0 

... 

04 

69 

Clirlttiaoi r>« 

> 1080 

SODS 

1090 

74 

58 

6720 


Total . 

4353 

6146 

2112 

ISIS 

266 

B7 

13,720 


According to the 1818 survey the total population within the Port 
was 10,801, of whom 250 wore English, 6464 F^isis, 4081 Hindne, 775 
Moors, 146 Portuguese, and 105 ^menians,^ ' , 

Among the earliest additions to the population of Bombay after its 
transfer to the Engli^ were certain Brdhmans from Bdndra> Of 
their settlement on the island Mr. Anderson writes ; Prom one part 
of the Portngfuese illiberal system, the Government of Bombay 
reaped considerable benefit. Bidhmans whose services were nf miich 
valno, lived at B4ndra_ in constant fear that when they died their 


» Bon. Got. Sarrey Berord 6 of 1813, 87. 


* 



Uateriala.l 

AND ISLAND* 627 

« 

cLildron would be Bcizcd by the priests and baptised. Many o£ them Chapter 
therefore escaped to Bombay. Of those who remained in Bdndra^ 3B[isceiimeoas.< 
some built houses in Bombay where they left their wives and children 
as in places of seemity.* 

At a Consnltation of the 24th January 1785 the President oc- Caste nUputc, 
quaints the Board that sundry disputes have of late subsisted in the 1785, 

caste of Purvoes ori^nating in a complaint formerly made against 
Trimbak Bdghoji Furvoe at Mdhim. This complaint was referred to 
the esamination of the caste i and a report being mode in the usual 
manner, was confirmed b^ him as Governor the 2nd of last month. 
Notwithstanding his decision, a party of the said caste, who arc sup- 
ported principally by one Bhdslmr Purshotam and Nilo Ddddji, have 
in defiance of his authority endeavoured to disturb the peace. In order 
to put a stop to their disputes the President recommends that some 
steps be taken to convince these people how much we disapprove of 
their conduct. The Board in consequence resolve that, as Nilo 
Dddiiji and Bhdskar Purshotam arc men of bad character and very 
troublesome amongst the caste, they bo turned off this island and 
never suffered to return hither again. Also that Bdbu Gambdji and 
Bdla Bindji who have been very forward in tlicsc disputes be fined 
the sum of Be. 100 each ; and that 1 04 other Purvoes who joined in 
signing a paper purporting to Trimbak's expulsion from the caste, 
be fined the sum of Bs. 50 cadi. These sums when collected to be 
appropriated to defray the expense of repairing the roads and paid 
into the proper office for that purpose. The Secretary is directed to 
have a proper warrant drawn out to bo signed by us authorizing the 
Sheriff to carry these orders into execution. BosClvcd, in order to 
prevent ffisputes of this nature in future, tliat no Purvoc do make a 
wedding from this time on this island without ho previously inidtcs 
the whole caste according to ancient custom, which must be made ' 
known by publication.® 

On the 13th April 1G87 the Deputy Governor Sir J. "Wyhonie and Catholic 
Council at Bombay write to His Excellency and Council at Surai : Proselytes, 

Since our last there lias happened a business of ill conscqucnco. The 
Portuguese Pacho of Boml»y by name Frca John dc Gloria did in bis 
own parish church christen or receive into the society of the Bomish 
religion one Natlianncl Thorpe, son to Lieutenant Thorpe deceased. The 
Padre of his own accord came to the Deputy Governor to beg his 
jiardon for making a Boman Catholic Christian. But withal confessed 
tliat the said Tho^o did come to him to be made a Christian several 
times before he did it. Upon hearing the same the said Thorpe when 
apprehended by the Deputy Governor and brought to examination, 
co^essed that tho saffi Padre did tell him it was much better for tlio 
good of his soul to livo in the Boman Catholic religion than to live 
in the English Church, with many otlicr circumstances and arguments 
to . draw him from his natural obedience to bis King and religion. 


' Andonoa’a English in Western India, 8C. 

^ Pttb. Diary 85 of 1785, 07 - 08. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1750 • 1788, 182, 
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This by several statutes is made high treason, namely : The 23r.d year of 
Elizabeth and the first chapter; The 8rd of Jaines and diaptcr the 
4th largely treats of the same, and many more lay down the heinous- 
ness of the ci-ime ; By all it is judged high treason for any one to 
'persuade or withdraw any subjects from their obedience to their King 
or to reeoncile them to the Pope or to draw them to the Ttnmiftli 
mligion for that intent, or move them to promise obedience to any 
other state, or to procure council or aid them ^at do it, is treason. Now 
may it please your Excellency, this being a weighty tmngto bo consider-, 
ed and much more to be suffered, wc have legally apprehended the said 
Padre who is now in safe custody until your Excelhmcy further orders 
about him. We piusume your l^cellcucy will have the matter stated 
according to the canons of the Church by our Padres bere, and remit 
the same by this conveyance. The Padro was committed prisoner to 
the county jail in the bazdr by Judge Vauxe on 11th instent (April 
1687) and laid in the room where Thorbom was. And yesterday by 
the earnest intercession of the Padre of M^bim and a si^nge Padre, 
the Deputy Governor Mr. Stanley and Mr. Jessop ordered him to be 
removed from the common jail to his own parish church where he is 
confined with a guard over him to see that he do not escape nor act 
in the church until your Excellency's pleasure be known what shall , 
bo done in this matter.^ 

At a Consultation of the 19th January 1783 the President received the 
following memorial of Peter of Alcantara, Bishop^ of Arcopolis in Asia 
Minor and Apostolical Vicar of the Moghal emphe of the kingdoms 
of Idalchan (Bijdpur) and'Golconda, and the island of Bombay : The 
underwritten Peter of Alcantara humbly represents that whereas the 
Honourable Company did in the year 1718 for certain reasons and 
motives® invite and admit to_ the spiritual government of tho four 
Roman Catholic churches of this island of Bom1»y, the Right Reverend 
Maurice of Santa Theresa, Apostolical Vicar of the Moghal empire, the 
kingdoms of Golconda and Idalchan, and the island of Bombay, 
Bishop of Anastasia of the Carmelite order, now with God, at the 
same time giving and granting him pcriuission to ordain depute and 
appoint parochial missionaries* of his order Buhordinate to his juris-' 
diction, for *^0 administration of the said chni’ches and the qjiritual 
care of the Christian souls committed to their charge, confirming to him 
a free undisturbed x^blic exercise of his religion, as 'theretofore with 
liberty to erect and build within the city an episcopal house aud 
chapel wHch he did. In return the said Lord Bishop and Apostolical 
Vicar, together with the missionaries to lum subordinate, in the uamn 
of themselves and successors did take a formal and solemn oath of 


‘See. Out Ii. B.4of 1677-1687, 66, 7G-77, Ponest’e nomo Series, 1.157*158. 

® Tho reasons and motives were to coanterbalonco the power of tho .Fortugocso ' 
Jesuits between whom and tho Bombay Government n struggle wbicb lasted several 
yean was then in progiess. In this connection in a Sespatw of tlio 21st February 
the Cioart bad written to Bombay ttiat to prevent tho Portngueso priests having too 
great influence in Bombay, racicsiastics of clifTercnt orders should bo enconragcaand 
rewarded. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. I of 1715* 1721, 186. 
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poi'pctual allegiance and fidelity to the crown of Great Britain and 
respectively to the Ilonourablc Company, obliging themselves farther 
to a vigilant and exact inspection and care of the GOOO Koinan 
Catholic subjects of this island. This oath, which was taken subject to 
the maintenance of the liberties and immunities of their religion as 
stipulated for by and between the crowns of Great Britain and Por- 
tugal on the cession of this island hy the Portuguese to the British, 
inculcated and enforced on the Boman Catholic subjects an exact 
and unalterable obedience to j'our Honour’s Government. In con- 
sideration of this agreement the Honourable Company did approve and 
admit of the establishment of the said Bishop ; and towards the 
support of his dignity and character, otherwise slenderly pimuded for 
b 3 ' the church revenues, and to enable him in the prosecution and 
discharge of his episcopal function, was pleased to confer on him a 
monthlj' stipend or exhibition of Ks. 40. 'J his stipend was regularly 
jiaid him during his lifetime until the 14th May 1726, when he died. 
Upon the demise of the Eight Reverend Maurice, his seat becoming 
vacant, tliis Peter of Alcantara of the said Carmelite order was nominated 
by a Ball express from Rome to eiteceacl him liei'c. By \’irtuo of this 
Bull this Peter was consecrated by the title of Bishop of Areoiiolis and 
ns such had the happiness to bo admitted and recognized bj' j'our Honour 
under the same obligation of fidelity and guaranteeship for his parisliioucrs 
and the whole bodj' of Roman Catholics on this island. The said Peter 
of Alcantara therefore reprosouts to j*our Honour that, in considera- 
tion of the church funds being through poverty incapable of affording a 
contribution equal to the maintenance of his dignity and office, he hopes, 
through their favour aud goodness, the Honourable Companj'^ will be 
plea=ed to allow him from the daj’ of his admission (the 18th January 
1733, N. S.) the said monfhlj' stipend and appoiutincirt of Rs. 40 which 
his predecessor formcrl 5 'enjo 3 -cd. Tliis stipend will enable him in some 
measure to ostahlish and support himself on this island on the same 
footing as liis predecessor and in a station where it will he his constant 
endeavour to exert aud approve himself as well a faithful subject as a 
vigilant guardian and guarantee of the loyalty and allcgi.ancc of all 
the Roman Catholics of this island to the crown of Great Britain and 
inclirsivelj’’ to tho Honourable Comparrj' whom God preserve and have 
in his holy guard and protection. After consideration tho Board 
agp'cc that the memorial of tho Reverend Peter do Alcantara Ire pre- 
sented to orrr Honourable blasters in our adruces now prciiaring to bo 
sent homo.* 

A Consultation of the 11th Jrrnc 1745 records : The small stock 
raised for tho church by appropriating tho balance of the half per cent 
customs duty after the hospital was finished, on the close of our books 
in July 1733, and the continuance of lliedutj' during the j*ear following, 
was such that the interest thereof defra 3 'cd (lie ordinary church repairs 
and charges. At a vestry hold on the 12th June 1738, as ho was 
hitherto not proiuded with any deceirt or snitablc lodging, it was thought 
jiroper, at the minister’s request, to purchase a small house adjoining 
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obliging the fazandjirs to jjart with tlieir sijaro gronnd to several 
inhabitants to rebuild their houses. Agreed in consequonce oE their 
proposal about the former that the President enquire ot the owner of 
the Uinarhlindi house on what terms he is willing to dispose of it. . 
•And in case Abraham Bdva proprietor o£ the oart IColhlidt decs not 
choose to pemiit o£ houses being built tliercln for the inhahitanls on 
the proposed terms, the Collector is directed to give one of the 
Honourable Companj'^s CKirts in oxcliangc for Kolbhiit. Tlie Sccrotary 
is directed likewise to issue orders to Uio projuictore ot the above 
mentioned oart and the oart Hasaudi requiring them to jicrmit of the 
principal Engineer lining them out for rebuilding as many houses for 
the inhabitants as thej' will contain.* 

Two weeks later, on the 22nd August 1760, the Board read a letter 
from tlic I’ortugneso Padres requesting that the valuation of tlie church 
at Bombay maj' be paid them to enable them to defray' the ehai^ ot 
inilling it down and building it on a spot of ground they have now 
secured. Oidcrcd, 2L'nd August 1700, Ihiit the new fortification 
paymaster advance them from time to time as far as Bs. 4000 on 
account o£ the valuation.® 

At a Consultation on the 2nd September 17C0, the President informs 
us that having latelj' oitlercd a valuation of the Portuguese church, it 
has been estimated at Rs. 18,675-3-95 or Es. 7565-3-75 less than was 
computed by Captain Hugh Cameron in 1755, tlie deemase is chiefly 
owing to Captain Cameron having allowed for the church wall 
accoiding to its present thickness of four feet, whereas 21 feet are 
suflicicnt for the now chutch. This is approved.® 

At a Consultation of the 25th November 1760 the Bo.ard read n 
petition from Manocl Baretto setting forth that his oart which is 
appropriated for rebuilding the Portuguese church lias been valued by 
the vcicadores of Bombay at Its. 1019 and tliat the Honourable 
Company's Miibim oarts Bclianri and Bombala have been valued by 
the vereadores at Rs. 988. Ho therefore prays that the said Bellauri 
and BombAla oarts may be delivered in exchiingo for his. With this 
the Collector is ordered to comply and to charge the jiropiaetors of 
the church the intrinsic value of tlie said oarts belonging to the 
Ilonourablo Company.* 

Three days later, 2Sth November, the following entry is recorded ; 
The Ronush priests requesting a further advance on account of the 
valuation of their church, the new fortification paymaster is directed te 
advance them Rs. 4000.® 

A Con^tation o£ the 5th December 1 760 recoids ; Resolved thal 
the proprietors oi the Portugmesc church lately jmllcd down be charged 
for the oarts assigned Mauoel Baretto in lieu for his appropriated foj 
rebuilding the chm-ch on, the sum at which Manoel Baretto's oart hai 
been valued by the vereadores.® 
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On ihc 6lh Jlay 1701 the Court write: Tliere are now three 
CIuiplauiB at and under your fresideney, namely one at Bombay one 
at Sumt, and one at Telhcherry. This number is not to be exL’cdS 
without oui IcA^e. It IS our pleasure that, unless on very urgent eases 

and extraordinary recommendations, when vacancies hapifcn wrlrT to 

be informed tlieieof m order for our filling them oui“elvL with 
gentlemen to bo sent from hence.* ‘^mseives wun 

At a Consultation of the 12lh August 176S the Board record : It 
lio.ng absolutely noeossary to cnlaige the pews in the church on 
account of the greater number of military and marine officers now in 
tlic Fcriuce, the land pajanastcr is ordcml to cause the same to lie nut in 
execution in such manner as the clmplain with the approbation of the 
1 resident ni.y think proper. IVlicn completed the pews are to be 
allotted for the accommodation of the different gentlemen in the manner 
undcnncntioned m which a consistent regard is jiaid to the ori-rinal 

]ilan observed 111 allotting them in and to nhicli a strict olicdTonce 

must lie enjoined. None but members of the Board, the superintendent 
(a.s such), and the commanding ofliccr for the time heing if a field 
oflicor, to sit in the pew allotted for the Council. All the Company’s 
covenant servants under Council, except such as are members of the 
Jiayoris Court who arc to occupy the jiew allotted for the Court, with 
the pr.ncipal surgeons of the hospital arc to sit in the pew adjoining 
to that of the meinliors of the Hoard. 'Jhc pew hitherto occupied by 
the infautvy and artillery oflicors is still to lie for their use together 
with the two pews liorcloforo occupied by the writers and immediately 
below the last mcntioncil jiew. 'J'hc two pews opposite to that of the 
Corn]ianj’’s servant.s are to be made into one and are to be occupied by 
Cajitains of the Iloiiouiublc Company’s cruizers, and of Europe .and 
coiuilry ships, free merchants, supra cargoes and others not in the 
1 loiiounahle Conip.any’s service. Tlie two immediately behind those are 
intended for the officers and surgeons of cmizors and liuropeand country 
ships. The pew hitherto occupied by the Slayer’s Court to be still 
reserved for their sole use and all other pews not here mentioned, must 
ivniain as liercloforc. Directed tbcrcforc that an order bo sent to the 
Chapbain nccordingly." 

On the Sth ^larch 1709 ibo Board observe : Mr. Boddam as church 
av.arder makes a tender of Ks. 13,130-3-19 belonging to the church- 
stock to bo lodged at interest in the treasury. Ordered that the same 
1k! received accordingly and a bond passed for the amount payable in 
twelve months.® 

At a Con.snltation of the 3rd July 1770 the Board read a petition 
from Padre’ Prancisco Xavier complaining of his liaving been superseded 
in llio Vicarage General of thisiBlandatthcinstigatiouof the President, 
The President thereupon observes to the Boai'd that ever since tlie 
appointment of the said Padre Xavier to tlic post of Vicar General on 
tliis island rvhich happened some months ago, he has been almost con- 
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. > Pul). Bop. Court’s Lottors VoJ. S of 1757-1701, SOI. 
s I’lib. Diary 01 of 1703, 143- d-W. » Pub, Diary 53 of 1760, 373. 
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tinnall}’ pestered with eompkinla from P.’idre Pedro Vicar of Bomhay 
or Padre licgnaldo Vicar of ilaliim or tlicir respective parishioners. 
These conijilaints the President understanding to have proceeded as 
well from tlio said Francisco Xarier being a young man, and in their 
church standing several j'cars below the Vicars of Bombay and ^lilbim, 
also because of undue practices made use of by him in coninnetion 
with one Padre Clement to their prejudice, by which the patent u'as 
unjustlj' obtained from the Bishop, the President took the opportn- 
nity of the said Bishop’s calling here on his way to Surat in the 
month of November last to desire and entreat him to make a strict 
and im])artial inquiry into the merits of their sovcrol allegations. 
As the aforesaid Padres Pedro .and Bogimldo had further rcpre.'cntcd 
the said Padre Clement to Ire n man of a Ind character and one who 
interfered in conccnis with whicli he ns an ccelcsin&tic had no business, 
and which the President liaving heard in general from Mr. Wrench 
and other gentlemen as well as I ’ad res who had resided lit Basra 
or Bushivo, ilr. Jervis only excepted who alwaj's spoke well of liim, 
induced the President further to desire the Bishop to remove the 
said Clement especially ns he was said not to be of this mission. 
Tins last the Bishop acknowledged and gave the President hopes he 
would comply wilh. Sihortly after the Bishop proceeded on examination 
as ’above desired j and liaving acquainted the President that both 
Padres Pedro and llcgnaldo had been most reputably acquitted, he 
had given ibem ccrlilicalcs under his hand accordingly, Afterwards 
nlicu the President saw these certificates, looking upon it but as a 
piece of common justice due to the injured Padres, ho proposed, pro- 
vided the Bishop had no material objection, the Bishop should grant 
the power and authority of Vicar Gcueml to Pedro the oldest of 
them, who always appeared to the President a verj'^ quiet man and 
against whom lie had never received any comxilaint which is more than 
he could say of Bcgnaldo or Francisco. In reply the Bishop having 
assured the President tliat, on Iiis offering liim the Vicarship, Pedro had 
declined it, and proposing Padre Jacento tlicn at Surat for the post of 
Vicar Genoral as the best expedient for settling these disputes he being 
the oldest of their order, the Presidout acquiesced. Afterwards the Bishop 
having appointed one Padre Angelo to relieve tlio said Jacento at Surat, 
requested the President to furnish the said Padre ivith a letter to 
tlie Chief of Surat, whidi he complied with as per copy now read. 
From this explanation, together w’ith the President's most solemn 
assurance that the nomination of Padre Jacento for Vicar General was 
a volnntarj' thought and proposal of the Bishop, the Board decided 
that the President used no compulsive means whatever with the 
Bishop in favour of the appointment of Padre Jacento and resolved 
that Padre Franciseo Xavier’s comxdaint of the injustice ho has received 
lie referred to the Bishop. And that a letter bo wrote by ns to the 
Bishop assuiiug him he alwas's has been and will continue to bo at 
full liberty to appoint whom he shall judge most proper for the office 
of Vicar General.^ 
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At .a C(ms«lt,a{ion of tlie lOfli ifarcli 1772 the Boaul roeoived the 
followniif- retilTon of the Bomlny and Mdhhn vcre.'itlores for and 
m b'.'halC of all the Homan Catholic subjects of this island: Tiuit 
uol w'ixl the Jiclitioncrs nnd thoir Vicnrp luivc arisen a great ilisconcord 
and dilTorcnces on account oC the following ninlntious exorbitance o£ 
tlie F.aid Vicars : (1) That they intend rcimbunsing all the effects of 
the churches and o|)]>ressing the poor pcojdc on account of money. (2) 
Tli:il they have said that by the authority ga-anlod them by your Gov- 
crnni'iil, they wcin coiistilutod absolute arbitrators of the popular 
Hhert V. (3) One of them, namely Juy An«jelino, publicly stated that 
the said authority is a l«'y ^vhich they li.ave in their i)ower ; and that 
till-! Govcnimcnt, had their hands loclrcd by it rcfjarding them the 
Padres. (1) 'I’liat under ties system they the s.aid Padres un.animously 
do threaten the poor pcojile to pay a ready and entire obedience to their 
commands suhjeiding; them to a slavery without remission as the Jc=uits 
ditl and do pr.acti<-c in the new Portuguc'c and Spaui«U colonies. As the 
said Padres arc so indolent njf.unsl the poor jicopic, your petitioners 
hunthly hog' your Honour will he plca<-ed to suspend the complaint of tlie 
Koid Padrc.s until the ne.':l meeting of tliis llonourahic Board, tlie^c 
jiatilioners!va\ing their just ami needful reasons to represout to your 
Honoiir.- 


At the wmo time ^fr. Shaw lays before the Board copy of a publi- 
cation which he acquaints us the Padres Iwvc presumed to ntlix on tlicir 
church, enforcing sundry hulls of the Popc“, and. under pain of excom- 
munication, enjoining their tloek to oh-ervo iIjo icgidations therein 
mentioni'd. This Mr. Shaw esteem-, an high contempt of (Joveniment 
and therefore dc.sires tlie Padre.s may lie citcil before the Board to 
answoi' it, more jiarticularly ns there arc in the records of the Jtoard 
the strictest, orders that no’ publication Ih* issued hut by it.s directions. 
Jlr. ShaAv further begs leave to move that (he voice of the ]>coi>lo 
jimv lx: lieard. On due consideration of these petitions it is resolved 
that the I^adrcs ami their i):iri-.hioncrs alloml before the Board .after 
the departuve of the //oiiips/nVc when incpiiry will he made into their 
Ciiinidaiiits. In the me.antimo the Sccrct.nry is to c.auFO the puhliaa- 
tions to he pulled down and to secure that, without Uio authority of 
Ciovcrnmonl, none in fulnro lie permitted to be atli-ved. ' 

In 1710 a sum -of Ils. 6010 or .€320} was sub'ciibcd towards a 
fbarily sobool for educating poor cbildren in the Uhristian religion 
accoi-<Hngto the use of the Church of Engl.ond. Thc.so subscriptions 
were colioeted provided Hio Honourable Company would contribute 
tliercunto as they liad to a similar school at Port St. George, and also 
provided in two i'cars' time the siib.scriptions .amount to Rs. 8000.* 

In a Ictlcr of the 4th jMarch 1752 the Court write: As it uill ho 
gi-Kitly for the interest of the Company to have as many of tlio 
foldicry and other our dependants in Iho Presidency of Bombay 
instruelcd in the principles of the Protestant religion, wo have thought 
jiropor to add two more Chaplains to your cslabhsiimcnt, who are 


I n;., w sn of 1772. 2C 1 -2C5. ~ Fob. Diary 00 of 1 772, 200. 

5 ncvcKiKl^Coljbc’s Uombay Church amt Charity .School Account {17(iG), 141-142. 


Chapter IX. 
Miscellaneous. 


Homan 

Citliolica' 

Petition, 

1772. 


Charity 

Sotiool, 

1719. 


1752, 



BOMBAY TOWJT 


IHistorical 


oSG 


Cliaptcr IX. 

Miscellaneous. 

Ailditionnl 

Clinplaius, 

J752. 


1754. 


io reside nt Tcllielicrry and Anjongo, or wherever olso you shall think 
proper to station (hem. Al.'-o that we may liavo the advanl.nge of a 
rising generation instriielcd in the same principles, wc recommend 
it to you to form a pkn for the setting np and c-stahlisliing Protestant 
ch.irit}' schools wherein the children of our soldiers mariners topas.sc.s 
.and others may ho educated as well at the subordinates as at Bombtry. 
When yon can rcdncc j*onr plan to practice, you may depend npon 
our paang .an assistance becoming the Comp.any. And we most c.arn- 
ostlj' recommend it to every one of onr servanhs and others who 
arc in good cii'ciimst.ancep, to contribute freely to an nndcit.aking 
of mich great utility to Iho Presidency in genenal. The salaries 
.allow.anccs .and appointments of the .‘-.aid two Cliapl.ains arc to be the 
s.amc as onr Chn])lam at Bomlxay receives from the Comp,any, When, 
in consequence of this rccommcnd.ation, schools aro erected onr Chap- 
lains are frequently to visit them, to see what improvement -the child- 
ren make, .and to give their utmost assishanee in instructing and 
confirming them in the principles and profc.'sion of the Protestant 
religion. We hav'e fixed upon the Itcvoiiend jMr. Bobort Palk, at 
present at the Presidency of Fort St. George, to bo one of onr said 
Chaplains, who is in rank next to the Reverend Mr. Dixie onr Ch.ap- 
lain at Bombay, arid to succeed him in case of de.ath or otherwise. 
We have chosen the Reverend ilr. John Ilowcllfor onr third Chaplain, 
who takes his pass,age from England on one of these ships, and is 
to succeed in tuiai in case of a vacancy by tire death or otherwise 
of cither of the other two gentlemen. Wc have lent Mr. Howell 
.€50 on his bond to bo repaid out of his growing salmy, and have enclosed 
the said bond in the packet of that ship on which lie takes his passage. 
You arc to send notice to the Reverend Mr. Palk to make the best of 
his way to the station we liave appointed him io. At the same time 
you are to acquaint him that if at the time of his receiving such notice 
there shall Irnppen to bo a vacancy at tbc Presidency of Fort St. v, 
George by tlie death or otlicrwisc of the Reverend Jfr. Stavcly 
or Jlr. Colefax, or, at Bengal, by the death or otherwise of tiro 
Reverend Mr. Bellamy or Mr. Maplctoft, ho is to have the option of 
succeeding to such vacancy. Wc have also sent on tbc ship Uodingfoii 
some large Bibles to be made use of by our Chaplains in performing 
public worship.* 

Tw'o years later, 5th April 175 1, the Court write : We have chosen - 
the Reverend Mr. Thomas Co.vctcr to be one of our Chaplains upon 
tbc Bombiiy establishment at the same sjilary and allorranccs and 
appointments as the other two and to succeed the Reverend Mr. 
liowell and Mr. Pugh in turn as vacaneics may happen hy the dcatli 
or other ways of uioso gentlemen. Mr. Coxeter is entertained on '■ 
condition that over and above Ins duty as a Chaplain ho be emploj’cd in 
educating the youth at such settlements whereat he shall bo appointed 
to reside agreeable to the plan mentioned in our general letter of the 
4.>th March 1762. You arc therefore to station him at TeUicheivy, 
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Aiijonpo, or wlicrcvor cIho you {.Imll think he mny he most uficful.* 

On iheSfilh March IT.'ja (hi* Court again wrilo; In our eoniinaiicls oC 
the '(th March 175^, the forming a plan for the petting up and 
cstahlishing charity fchools for the cdueaiion of the children of our 
FohVnM'P mariners to|i.‘i‘'‘-c-« and others, a*« well at the Bu1>ordinntcs as 
nt HoJnhay. wa<! eaTne''lly recommended to your consideration. To 
onr great finrpripo yoti have not given us the least intimation whether 
yon have or have not had thi.s matter in yonr thoughts. Wo expect 
your rc:i'-ons for not auswering that part of our letter and wc further 
cspi'cl llmt you will use yonr host endeavours for carrying our said 
rcconuneinlat ions into cxc<'Ution, and send us an accoJint of the progress 
yon make (herein.- . 

On the 7(h Dotvinh-r 17.51 the lloniKay (lovernment write to the 
(tourt of Directon- : In coinpliance with (he rcconnncndation con- 
iaiiicd in voiir Honours’ letter of the -1th ifureh I7->5. wc have cst.-ih- 
lishe*! .1 i 'role- taut Charity .‘^ehool upon Homlwiy, a plan of wliich 
(ogctlu'r with (he nile-^ and regulations for it** eondnet wo have 
t.akcn the liln^rty (o send home. We fcnd this ])lan .-is well th.at yonr 
Homan'S m.iv see wh.at prigre-s and pinfieiency wo have made in this 
liionsand n'ofnl esi.ahli-hment as to snhinit onr nilos with .all duo defer- 
onev t#* your H«»nnurs' coirection or anpiohition. Sensihle of the great 
eivil advantjcgcs %\lnoh mn«-l »indonhlc.lly nevmc to yonr Hm\ours interest 
from Miehnn undej l.iking. as well n« the religions onc.s n Inch must 
redound to (ho e who m.ay l« admitted to (he Ixmelits of it when pui- 
Mied with inoper vigour and eneoniagimiciil. «« had wiore liegiiu to 
rolh'cl mlecription- for this jairpo^o. This scheme (he gentlemen of all 
|•ani:« and d'‘«'i\‘-'. who have the honour to serve you here cntcrcn iiuo 
with XI readine- wliieh speaks justly their praise and with a gcncroMty 
and lartrcm-*. of he.irt snihihlo to (he greatnp«s of (he end and the imjwrl- 
finee of the ocfsi'-ion, a temper which, accord mg to the Ipt of tJioir 
alliUties thev will nlwavs lie're.ady (o U-(ify. The fund raised hy this 
mvan« though, if considered in rcganl to the mimljcr is 

oftluecfrom whose Iwucvolenec it groxv, -f ^ 

small in ics]«-ct to the iiohlc awl 

cLraU tto Ixmt tylMlJS 

;eo it ■< tiiemM.lvcs with credit to their inMc-- 

venient coiisislcnt with the circumstance-s of onr Inmneos " ' 


1 Pull. Don. Conrt’H Tjotlors Vo). 
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cspcnfsivc. still, had we ndmiilcd a free interconree between the cliildrcn 
and their mothers, they, instigated by their priests who arc very jealous* 
of our undcrtaldng, had been sure to exert their utmost influence and 
had hardly failed dcCc.iting our pious purpo.scs. tVo would willingly 
extend our compassion to the orphans of citliev sex boUi at Bombay 
and the subordinates and make our establishment become a refuge to 
all suck as may l» so unhappj' as to be left destitute in a place where 
no legal parochial pravision is made for their wants. Tliis, could we 
but accomplish it, would, we are ijcrsiiadcd, bo .a moans of rescuing 
numbers of little innocents from the mostmiscmhle beggary, the gross- 
est superstition, and the vilest idolatry. Further, hy admitting and 
training up female orphans, wo should pfrovitlc a supply of Protes- 
tant wives for onr military and marine, and so lay a foundation for a 
suceobsioii of Protestants to future generations. Nor could an institu- 
tion so estensive bo without its civil and political advantages, for an 
assurance that projicr care will he taken of the orplian will, we appre- 
hend, induce and encourage the tatlicr to meet d.angcr ndth more 
boldness and intrepidity and adventure his life with greater alacrity. 
To make our institution thus cxionsivclj' useful is what we can never 
hope to do with our present stock augmented only hy casual suhscrip- 
lions of such well disposed persons ns either chance or husinoss brin^ 
among us. For it would require a house to be built which should 
afford different apartments to a master and mistress and contain 
distinct wards for the hoys and girls. A great additional expense 
must ensrro from clothing and sustaining 'the girls and retaining for a 
mistress a woman of sober character and prudent behaviour, such an 
one ns we rather hope to see come out tlinn have re.ison to tliink ivc 
may find among us willing to undertake the charge But how'cvcv 
unable we may bo to accomplish our wishes by our own strength yet 
with your Honours' benevolent encouragement patronage and protec- 
tion we do not doubt to bring tlioso gi-eatand worthy purposes tlu’ough 
the blessing of God perfectly to effect, A proper regard to their 
duty will, we do not doubt, always prevail with tlic chaplains to super- 
intend and visit the diarity school witli due care and attention, 
conscious tliat, nowhere with greater success, can they make religious 
impressions than niion tender minds not blasted ivitli \ice or (wjirped ?) 
witli prejudice.^ 

In a letter of the Slst Mardi 1758 the Court write ; We are fully 
smsiblo that j'our Cliarity School will bo a great good to the commu- 
nity. The rules and methods laid doum arc veiy judicious, and, if 
stpotly kept up to, may answer many excellent purposes- The principal 
things we obseiwe to be wanting are teachers, accommodations, and an 
increase to your fund, jProm the good character ho boars we are not to 
doubt, the Keverend Mr. Howell will continue his pious endeavours 
to train up and instruct the hoys. Next j-esir ho slmll have an assistant 
Chaplain to md him. in this good work and in all other religious duties. 
For, as your island is now grown verj' populous, we deem it right that 
you have two clergymen. Therefore any honest sober man will servo 
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for Fclioolinastcr, wliilo he has such proper directors. Tl>o oirk must 
Ikivo a nuf-trcps, mul surely among such numbers of women of all desrrcos 
as «vc now at Dombry, it will not he a diffiouH matter to meet with 
one willing and able to he mistress. If any of our buildings on Iho 
i-^land arc proper .and aan bo spared, we give you leave to ajipropriato 

such for a school, .and the necessary altcmlions or additions, if it requires 

but a sm.all mni, may be at our expense. For wo arc under a ueees- 
sity of exercising the greatest cconom 3 *, the prodigious war charges 
at Afadras and j-our sidionlinalcs Im-iiig obliged us to lower our divi- 
dend. However willing we arc to forward this laudable design, -we 
niu«t deal our haunt}' with a sparing hand. Wo therefore can permit 
you to jiay to this charily school only Rs. 3000 with a promise tho 
school shall have such furiher encouragement and assistance as wo can 
prudently give. In general we much approve your methods. The few 
tli.al seem to want .amendment we shall now point out. The Diary 
should have opened \rith the names of all the original subscribers and 
tho sovcml sums suh'crilicd. This answers two i)ur 2 >o<»cs. It satisfies 
the piihlic that tho whole is justly brought to account, and it enables 
you and us to call ui>on such as l«vve omitted their i)a}*mcnts. Wo 
therefore recommend a l.ablo of subscrilicrs to lie framed from llio 
coniniencomcnt of this charity, and continued ; and this to be hung up 
in tbo most conspicuous part of the scbool. The offices of trustees wo 
ob'-orve are confined lo cor lain persons, whereas all subscribers in ilia 
corporation have an equal right to be chosen. As this is a great grow- 
ing charity tho nnnibcr of tnislees seems too few. We therefore offer 
it to your con'-idcration to make the number twelve ; tho Governor and 
Second for the time being to he always President and Vico-President, 
and with the Ch.ap1.ain the only constant tnislees. 'I'lie rest lo be 
annually c!io«on on Jiastcr aVIonfLay by ballot and from this body 
annually lo elect the olliccrs. This fund commenced and lias continuoil 
growing from the year 1740. Yet to this time the trustees have not 
' rcndorotl their conslituouls one staled nccounl. Tho accounts arc all 
suppositions which, wo must remark, is a great irregularity. Therefore if 
yon expect our coun{on.inco and prolccUon lo this useful cli.arily, you 
iHust never dejiart from exaclnc.ss in so fundamental a poiut. The 
truisurcr should adjust his .account ciirront every year with interest, 
(ho comi>(rollor should oxaiuine and countcirign it, and this should 
he laid lieforo the body of tnislees every E-aslcr Monday and entered 
on flic dinrv. The oflice of comptroller should be to chock and cx.araino 
.accounts. * Wo tliorcforc luoirase to you tho oppoiiiUng an under- 
treasurer. All applications and onlere for p.ayment of wages .and pro- 
' viding nccc.-^sarics lo bo is.5ued by the comptroller lo tho undor-trea- 
Burerrwho is to render his account with the several vouchers to tho 
oomp’trollcr monllily, and he then to clicck and pass it. lu your 19lh 
rc"-ulatiou it is said that in the ndmillnnco of children proforonco bo 
always given lo such as liavo lost liolli failicr and mother j ijicn siicm 
wlioaC parents are poor and indigent. So far wo think this rule is 
iust. Bill wo observe that of the six clnldron l.akcn on tlic foundation, 
two of them arc bastards and from slaves on one side. Hero wo 
think von .arc eomewhat deficient j for sure ly t lic.je are not the most 
inopor ohjeels. We do not mean entirely to exclude these unha].py 


Chapter IX. 
Mscellaueous. 

Bombay 
Protestant 
Chanty School, 
i7eo. 



biO 


BOMBAY TOWN 


[Historical 


Chapter IX. 
Hiscellaneotis. 

Bombay 
Protestant 
.Charity School, 
•1766. 


1767. 


1763. 


innocents. Still for example’s sake we hope the preference ndll ahvap 
be given to those who are descended 'from honest parents. Teaching 
of slaves at the sdiool is aright measiun. But will the children of free 
people miK wth slaves in any degree of harmony ? If you should 
find it gives disgust, we inconuncnd it to j’oiur consideration, if the 
teaching them apart will not better answer every good purpose.' 

On the 31st January 1756, the Bombay Government write to the 
Court: We have fully i-epresented to your Hononra the state of 
the charity school here and now forward the trustees’ books. From tliis 
your Honours null be informed what has since been contributed, and, as 
they have requested us to desire you would be pleased to appoint some 
person to receive the sums subscribed by Mr. B-ichard Peisly, Captains 
Philip, J. Oddroll, and Benjamin Braund, we are induced from your 
Honours’ favourable attention thereof to beg your compliance and that 
you will credit the Presidency for the amount. We can assure your 
Honoirrs all possible endeavours are used to execute the plan 
agreeable to your commands. Our stock is yet too small to think of 
erecting a building for this use. But as j'onr Honours assured us that 
you would not be wanting in contributing to so chaiitable a work when 
set on foot, it now being establisbcd, we shall be glad of yonr Honoui's’ 
commands on this occasion.^ 

On the 15th December 1756 tliey a^n write : The subsciihers to 
the charity school desire to return their hearty thanks for your Honours’ 
generous bounty and offers of assistance for carr}'ing it on and are pleased 
that their rules in general have mot your Honours’ approbation. We 
have paid the trustees the sum ordered by your Honours, hut all 
your buildings being ocenpied we cannot spare them any for a school. 
Nevertheless they deem themselves greatly obliged for, your Honours’ 
kind intention and beg leave to assure you they will forward the de- 
sign as far as lays in their power agreeable to your Honours’ plan and 
are glad that they last year sent their books and a list of subscribere N 
which will be regularly continued for your Honoui's’ information.® 

Next yeai’, 4th May 1757, the Court write : By the directions we 
gave last year with respeet to your charity school your request for oar 
contribution is anticipated. You arc to continue to give us au account 
of this charity that we may, agreeable to our promise, give such farther 
encouragement and assistence as we can with prudence under tlio 
present ciroumstanccs of (he Company.* ’ 

On the 8th April 1768 the Bombay Government wiite to the Court : 
Tim trustees of tlie charity school forward their books for last y«ir. 
AVe have the pleasure to acquaint your Honoui's that tiie stock would 
now admit of entertaining twelve children instead of ten if proper 
objects offered and your Honours may rely on our assiduity to 
increase it.® 
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moiiding three oE the orphans the chanty school recom- 

arichacl Silvcvson and jSoph Grout to£?n S'" 

And this being taken into consideration it is observed tliat they tnav 
InrilnVo ^ t 7 ^ 'iscful to onr Ilononrable Masters, partioularly^in the 
ont-oniccs. It IS therefore agreed to entertain them as appi-entiJcs to 
the Ilononinble Company for the term of seven years to be elShS 

Comnnil” ^7 the ItonouS 

Company s oxpciiso. Tlie first is accordingly ordered to attend the 

Sccretap-^B ofiicc. the second the Collector's; and the third to he put 
Ina1ter.?uildon^^’°“ Suiienntendent to be employed by the 


In reply 111 a letter of 6th April 1763, the Court obsorve : Wo have 
no olDcclions to your entertaining as apprentices to us for seven years 
the orphans recommended by the tnistees of the charity school, nor to 
your cmploj*iUK them iii tlus out-o(Rccs or as ecamca or carpenter^; 
caulkers or arlificci-s of any kind, where they may he useful to us under 
you, or at any other of our settlements in India. But as wo never 
intend^ they shall over become covenanted servants to us under the 
denomination of Factors or Writers, we positively direct that they ho 
not employed in your Secretary's or Accountant’s offices, nor be 
initiated into such hraiichos of our business, which is proper only for 
our covonanlod servants alone to Icnow. You arc tlicreforc to remove 
from under the Secrctai-y the person npjiointcd to assist him. The 
two others under the Collector and Sujicrinlcudciit may be continued 
and employed as they shall direct, consistent with this plan of our 
inlcnlions. ^ e approve of your victualling and clothing them at our 
osiicnse during their apprenticeship to us.® 

A Consultation of the I2th August 17G0 records; The surgeons of 
the ho.'ipital having represented that tivo of the boys from the charity 
school might lie hronght there, and being of opinion they may become 
very useful by being emidoycd in this manner, it is agreed that William 
'J'nlHc and William Beard lie hound to the Honourable Company 
for seven years and lliat during tliat term they be employed in the 
hospital and clothed and victualled at the Comjiany'B expense.® 

In a letter of the 25lh April 1771 the Court write : Wo have been 
informed that onr Chaplain the Bevd. Mr. Howell has taken a 
great deal of tronhle for some j’-cars past in instructing the children in 
llio charity school and that sovenal Iioys have been apprenticed from 
tliciicc, for which .additional ti'ouble he has no particular allowance from 
ns. Wo now direct that Mr. Howell ho presented with Es. 1000 as 
a gratuity, and we hope he will continue to give liis assistance in so 
chaiitahic an undertaldng.* 
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Section IV.— Health. 

In 1673 Dr. Dryer writes: I reckon the people o£ Bomtay walk 
in cliavnel-houeeSj the climate being cstiemely unhealthy} at lir^ 
thought to be caused by bubsho, rotten fish; but though that lie 
prohibited, yet it continues .is mortal. I rather impute it to the 
situation wlneh causes an inCeeundity in the earth and a putriduess 
in the aii‘, what being produced seldom coining to maturity, whereby 
what is eaten is undigested; whence follows fluxes, dropsy, scurvy, 
barbiers, gout, stone, malignant and .putrid fevere, wMch are ondemial 
diseases. Among the woi-st of these, phul arrack (brandy made of 
blabber or cariTl) and foul women ma}"^ be reckoned.^ 

On the 18th Decombor -1675 the Surat Government write to 
Bombay : "We heartily lament the frequent mortality of our country- 
men and do with you impute it to their gross and scandalous 
irregulaiitiea in their sickness. This we judge would have been 
much prevented if we had an hospital. Wherefore wo have determined 
God ndlUng to erect so necessary a building with all speed without 
attending further order from England and we do hereby desire yon tc 
prepare materials without further delay on the Honourable Compnn)''i 
charge or if you want we will supply you from hem. We have considorec 
of the two models which in the main we like well of, hut it seems to w 
that they are too narrow and not so much yard room left as then 
ought to be, nor is there room enough for the chirurgeon and Lis family 
and own attendants as there ought to be. Wherefore we have orderet 
here another model to be drawn out more large and airy au( 
consequently more healthy for the sick people, according to which wi 
would have you govern yourselves. Bat firet of all wo would havi 
you advise the place where it is to bo built for wo are not mud 
inclined to that place formerly designed by Colonel Bako fearing tha1 
the air is not so good tlicre and it is too near the sea. Wherefore d< 
you choose out another place more cons'enient having all regai-d to th( 
line of the fortification and also to the line designed for the Christiai 
town. When j'^ou have pitclied upon a convenient place and appointee 
a place for a garden adjoining thereunto advise us thereof. Let th( 
foundation be of good stone and lime and let the ground be raisec 
three or four feet high. The walls may be built of sandstone anc 
lime and raised to a convenient height. Other mattei'S we refoi 
unto you as also the disposal of the chirurgeons and of their chest 
of medicines, desiring you to avoid and prevent all occasions of jus' 
complaint either from the chirurgeons or their patients.® 

Three weeks later, on the 11th January 1676, the Surat Grovemmeu' 
again write ; The situation of the place whereon to erect the hospita 
we leave totally to your judgments to act therein as you slmll tTiin); 
most convenient. We would have j'ou, so near as possible j’ou can 


1 Fiyer’a New Account of East India and Persia, 68- GO. Barbiers, says Fryer is an 
enervating of the whole body so thnttba patient is able to use noitberhands nor feet. 
^ Surat Foci. Out. Letter Book 2 of 107S-T0, 12, I\)rrcst’B Home Series, I, 74. 
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oomplj’ villi om- (Icsires in llie model vo sent you dou-n as to the 
leuffth aud brcodlh aud all other dimensions, those opeuines out o£ the 
wauls aud chinirgcons’ lodgings are designed for windows aud nob 
1 * 11*1 r 1 ^ chirurgcry rooms roust he one story lu^rh AVe 

shall be nuudEul oil all oeeasions to supply you with large quantities 
of cliunam being sensible of your groat expenses thereof, aud we 
only want boats to carry it down.^ 

A week later, on the 37th -lanuary 1676, Surat again writes; We 
berewbh .‘■•end you a draught of the hospital ivhich will accommodate 
about 70 persons. IVc dc-^ign the building at ns little charge as may 
l>c and lio])c it will not exceed Its. 4000. The use of this will bo to 
prevent by God's blessing the too frequent morlality among your 
jicople by keeping tlicm to a stricter regimen in diet and abstinence 
from dcbaueliery which now in their own bouses they cannot bo kept 
from, tliniigli never so sick, to the destruction of their bodies and souls. 
The yearly in.nintcn.aneo tliorcof nw* amount to about Its. 1000 and 
is to be governed by the eliiet cliirurgcoii and liis mates who ai'c to 
reside there. The lanicnt.nblc loss of your men cloth e.ill on us for a 
speedy erecting of the fabric. AVe doubt not but you nill aiiprovo 
ibercof." 


On llio lOili .Tuly 1G7G the Surat Government write to Bombaj-: 
Wo like well yoiir proposition of making the present Court of 
Judiailure an hospital and the Deputj* Governor's and Mr. Petit’s 
house the Court of Judioaluro. At the same time wo would be further 
salifaficd bow llic Deputy Governor and Mr. Petit mean by sparing their 
house to the Coinjiaiiy wliclher tlicydcrign routing it anmially to them 
or selling it ontriglit ; if the first, then u'lmt icnt they (lem.and,for we 
would not put the Compaiiv to loo great a charge. If they uish to 
sell, then how -will they oblige themselves to the Comiiany for the 
inoiioy they have received on account of their aiTe.ar.s of salaiy, for 
at ])re=ent we look ujiou the house ns sufficient security which is also 
ngrecablc to the Comp.iny’R ordei’. But let the house lie valued bj’auy 
inclifCerent pci-sons and the valuation thereof sent us and then wo shall 
he able to give a more definitive answer.’ 

Oil the 21st August 1G70 they -write to Bombay : Wo arc glad to 
read tli.al the Iloiiouiablo Company have sent out so .able a physician 
as Doctor Wilson is reported to bo who we hope uill prove a great 
Ixmetit and Iia]i]iiiie.sR to the ishiiid in regal’d tliat the Deputy Govciiior 
is so dc‘'j)cratelv ill and li.itli our liccn.ee to coinc up by ships. Wc do 
also give leave to said Doctor Wilson to accompany bun whom ivc 
hope, through the Ijlcssiiig of God, will be very iiibtnimcntal to the 
jcsioring the Deputy Governor to bis former health. Tlie Doctor 
shall be very welcome to us here and wc would linvo you also send up 
Colonel Bake to us by the ships.* 
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1 .Snrot Fnct. Out. D. B. Sot JC7C-70. 21-22. Forrest’s Home Series, 1. <8. 
sPumlFnct. Out. I,.n. 2 of 1C7B-7C, 27. • t na no 

••'Siir. 1 t I-nct. Out. D. D. 2 of lOW-Tfi. 1C3. ForrcuVo Homo Scries, I. 98-9!). 
< fiir. 1 t Fncl. Out. Jj. H. 2 of 107C-7C| 17(f, Forrest s Homo .Sciiea, I. 101. 
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Cltrcfttc, 

IGDO. 


C)r» Clio llJth fJoiiComlj-'r tb'V ■voribi; T<Viiclti«;j llio ln)’pi{.d wo 
ilinll iIiTmiiH* with tho iJoputv irrivoniDr ami tfi''n ifivu yo» <itir 
fuiliiiT julvk^*.* 

On th'- Itltli N(«vomli*''r KIiO tli-* Knr^t writo to 

r Wo tttfco n.*lir-o t*f Mr. imwiiilHii;ri>*<5*< fo roijih. at 

iloinliciy anil llu’ nrat-iiiiM ho for it ; an i wo laMriily whh llrit thorn* 
wcjo any olh-r omj>h»yinout (U for Itiio in nnv olhor t>la«v that we 
*nii}»ht yratify him thor».»ith. Until* himolf Vnow# and 5* K-n>-ihlo 
nr. w**ll ji*. wo tliat tlioro j.t no i.th.'r and thtm'foro no cannot linhl him 
oioa-od hnt do coiitirnt t>nr onlor*! in jdadm* h'ln Smind and 
nofoantant on IhiinKw whoro wo kii'ac ho ik vory well ahh* to do tin* 
<*omj*;»tiy lunvjitahlo fcn'ii'*. Wo hojn* h!-< ^vili and r.al to lorvo tins 
llonoimddo (%mi}*any will l«* i^jtiat to hi^ ahility, and ihnl ft:i ill 
yrfnimlod fanoy or uniiianly foir of riohno.-i will not |iwvail with him 
to In* riityidnr in (*.»nltadirtin" otir dirorlimi~ or r».-fii*ii*»: to ktvo 
wiioro 1h.' Comitam'h affair^ do rwinin*. Wo do ayaiii dc»-ire tlut 
Mr, Child and hi- fninitr do land at Ilondwy and tint In* ftpyU’ 
hiin-«-lf ^or^f^u-ly to the oxamiitinir and r<rtifviny tho Ifoiiotirahio 
{'omp.inyV ncconiito f>f th>* i-Iaml, Thi'-o an; in romn di^onlor camM 
hy waul of a riyht iindorst.nndlny of i-onn* »;ntri>-<. 'i'hi- h* may d<» 
in Ilia timo. Nouo hnt ho can 3d.f«<^t tlio aoi'nunt*' and it oonot'rii‘< 
him for hi*! own hononr'a i-ahc fn to chv 

On till* loth April 1077 the Siiml Council write to Hominy; 'l*ht' 
I're-idonl (Mr. Aimyior) oontinniny in a k-i^klv nnd weakly condition 
and your i-land nl j«v«<'nt Iwiny in a very {.moA e^itate at iti Urtdlh, he 
do-irc*. y<iw to ftnid up Doctor Wihoii, to iMtis the time of the rain heru, hy 
who-o 'mivin*i throiiph the hle«i;ini; oi (lod he liotK*:* to iwovor lii<i 
]'i’rftTt health, Thcn'fon; fail not to ^cnd him up hy sin nr land.* 

On the 2Ith.Tnmiary 1(177 the I5oml«y novernniinil w-rite to the 
Court s AVo find yonr Il.monr- to Iw at » very yre.d and unneecs»ary 
charyo yearly in nnprofitahle ms'dieinc< s-cnl out, iinny of which and 
tho'C of yreat price, lie here and rot, nnd many we mn here proenre 
nt n vixth j'arl of the pritv. 'fhe phytiienm and tlunirgeon haTC there- 
fore herewith pent IkU of wluit pimple medicines nnd piasters cannot 
hero l>e proenred or m.ade whieh w'ill Amount to n vory Miiall matter 
nnd yet we phall Ikj h'tter funnslnxl Ilian ever we were yet.* 

On tlin 21tli OctoK'r ICnO the noinlm* Government write tn 
Suiat: l*ast niyht the Joiia frigtito ancliorcd nIT this i-land, whose 
nwstcr came on shoiv thi« moriiinrr ntid dolivcrwl the dfii]^ you sent 
for the HPo of the ho-xpitnl with the rice nnd ihlh* ** . 

or the mvnges of the playuo Ih’twcon 1(590 and lODS whieh made 
two moiipoons the ago oE a man .and o£ the horror of the Bomlmy climate 
which in 170^7 wrung from I'resjidcnt AYaitc tlie piteous word.s * \Vc 
nrcPixineliuling your Council ; it is morally im\iosFihie to continue longer 
from going under ground,' details are given in Vol. I. iJ.ages 


‘ SurotFftct. Out. I,. 11.20(16/0-7(5. lOe. Sfc’ttratruet.O. l-U.2ortG7fi.7G.231-2:.6. 
»b'nn\t Fnct. Out. I/.B, 3oI16i/.1700,209. <Sco. Out. I>. B. 4 ol 1677*1037, 14, 
‘SccToulwaat Letter Book 6 of lOpl-lGOG, 70-71. w / o , rs. 


*Soc. Out want AJVVhV* IW'tla 

• Comimrc Amicraon's Bngtisli In Western Imlln, 12S, 172 
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At a Consultation of tlie 23tli December 1702 hold in Snrat tlie 
Board observe: Mr. Robert Bartlett who eame out oE England 
Doctor of the Piwpcrona, which ship was run away with by pirates at 
!Madag.aFcar, coming privately by way of Swalloy from ou board the sloop 
which the governor seized, offered his service to us. Forasmuch as 
by the death of Doetor Skinner, the island of Bombay is destitute of a 
physician and the island very sickly, and a great many poor people and 
soldiers lajiug in danger of perishing for want of tlm help and advice 
of a Doetor, we resolved to entertain Mr. Bartlett in the said station, 
allowing him £4 a mouth to be paid in Xs. at 20d, to the Xerapliin 
according to the custom of the island together with the same allowance 
for his diet as Doctor Skinner was allowed, and the usual assistance 
belonging to the hospital. ^Ve left it to his own choice whether his 
time should commence here or at his arrival at Bombay, wnth this 
proviso, tliat if it commences here, then he is to licar his own charges 
down. If not, till he is arrived upon the island, then his charges should 
bo borne by the Company. But he, being destitute of money and friends, 
we agreed to lend him Ks, 80 to supply himself with necessaries, which 
money 'Wa order the Deputj’ Governor to deduct out of his wages. And 
the island being in great necessity we gave him orders to prepare bjj^" 
self to go overland with all speed. There bemg a great mortality 
upon the island, amongst the English as well as the Natives, we were 
willing to encourage all people that offered tlieir Mi-vioe to ns > 
entertained Henry Clirilchlow as Boatswain of the Bandar at Bombay 
at llio usual pay tliat others liavc had boforc.*^ 

In a letter of the 20Ui April 1709 the Court write : We arc vciy 
desirous to do wliat in us lies to contribute to the health of Bombay 
■\Ycrc the island once lie.allliy we should hope it wmild soon people, 
they wore sure of protection and cncouragoracnt. By the best infoinm- 
tiou wo can got we have reason to believe that the uuwholcsomeness of 
the air, watc^ and provisions might bo lu a good measure remedmd 
As to the air, the hucksliawing or dunging toddy trees with fisl^ 
occasions in a great mc.asuvc its unwholesomeiiess, the buckgliaw 
fly being a plain proof thereof, which, 

sich ahSndinee is to ^^XTroUho^ fS^^^ 

trees were not buckshawed .at all the loss ol t i,en,llhv Or if tho 

repaired by the genoml of earth it wmild prevent 

bucksliaw was laid at breedin- the fly. Another cause 
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tliat lies sloping. Another means of lessening the unhealthincss is to 
burn fires to air the rooms in tlic rainy season. The cold nitrons quality 
of tlie drinking water may be remedied by putting chalk in the 
Companj'^s well. As regards food cattle sufEcient may be kept on 
Old Woman^s and Batcher's islands if a proper person had the charge 
of looking after them. And vegetables may be obtained by planting fte 
Company's garden with roots and green trade. As the foregoing 
partjcnlave are conducive to the health of the people, they are to he put 
jn esecutiou, unless good reason exists to the contrary. The Company 
are contented their rents be diminished by cutting some trees down, 
and prohibiting the bnckshawing the rest so the end of health to the 
inhabitants be thereby promoted.^ 

In their letter of the 21st February 1717 the Court write that the 
Commandei's of Europe ships pay the expense of any of their people 
while in the hospital for the recovery of theii* health,® 

At a Consultation of the 2 lEt September 1720 the Board read the 
following letter of the previous day from Messrs. B. Midford and 
O. Phillipps appointed to consider means to lessen the hospital charge : 
We hombly propose to your Honour, as the quantity of arrack used in 
drawing ciunamon water and spirit of wine amounts to a considerable 
sum, that for the future a stock of it for the whole year be laid in by 
the paymaster at the best hand. That the drags likewise he bought 
in by him which must reduce the price when purchased in quantities to 
a great deal less than what they have been bought at by retail. The 
victualling the sick, we suppose may be done cheaper by the barrack 
master, as he is obliged to have a stock of provisions by him for the 
barracks, than it can be by ihe physicians who buy it in as it is wanted.® 

After reading the above report the Board order that the lanc^ Pay- 
master provide a quantity of dings and arrack for making spirits 
snfBciont for a 3 'ear's expense, and that for tlio future the barrack 
master victual the sick people in tha-bospital as formerly.® 

At a Consultation of the 5th August 1737 a petition is presented to' 
the Board by Mr. Moreton Peachy surgeon, setting forth that he has 
been emplo 3 'ed in the way of his profession on extraordinary occasions 
for several years, being sent to Thdna on the first troubles there and 
afterwards to Underi, and is now at Mdhim taking care of the sick and 
-wounded belonging to Biindra. Though this employment has occasioned 
liim much -troublo and expense he has never had any other consideration 
or allou’ance than his pay of Be. 24 a month. He now humbly submits 
his ease to our consideration. After considering this petition the Board 
agree it is certain Dr, Peachy has been emploj'ed in the manner ho 


* Comp, of Standing Ord. -Vol. 1 of 171B - 1721, 141 - 142. 

s Comp, of Standing Ord Vol. 1 oflTlD - 1721, 188. = Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 1.70. 

< Pnb, Diary 1 of 1720, 138. Portlioir garrison an^ '' . . . 
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sols forth. AIpo tlio comimntling officei-s whero he has been have 
qjokcn very favourably of his perforniauces. Still were we on tliis oc^! 
610 U to increase Ins pay which lye are sensible is a very bare maintenanw 
the other surgeons of the vessels might make an handle of it to expect 
the same. lor this reason the gratif^nug him for his past services in 
pneral ‘atcemed more eligible It is therefore agreed tliat we give 
him Ks. 400 which we think he has deserved, and by a computation 
It does not amount to Us. S a month for the time he has been so 
employed.* 

At a Consultation of the 30th June 1738 the Board read a letter 
from Charles Wliitehill and others, dated Bombay 2lBt June 1738 
contrasting the existing staff and pay and the staff and pay the 
surgeons recommend as suitable = 


The details are 


Existing : 



Proposed : 


Rs. 

One Apotliecaiy ... 
One Purvoc 

... 

10 

10 

One i^xiihccary ... 

One Mato 

... 

10 

10 

'One TJlack Assistant 

... 

G 

Two Puia-oos ... 


15 

Two Servitors 


10 

Four AR3ist.antB ... 


22 

One Victnalmnn ... 


6 

Otic Victunlmnii ... 


5 

Five ITaliilkhora ... 


20 

Fourteen Servants 


56 

One ■\Vnslicrnian ... 

... 

4 

One \Vashcrtn.an ... 


4 

Candles for tlio Hospital 

... 

0 

Four HalKlkhors ... 

... 

16 

One black Doctor to tho 


Two Assistants for goincr 


Heginicnt ... 


12 

abroad ... 

• •• 

12 

Ditto at jHrfhtin ... 

« • • 

6 

Candles to the Hospital 

»«• 

G 

Total 

. • • 

89 

Total 


156 


We arc of opinion it will grc.atly contribute to the people being 
well taken care of, as well as to the case of the surgeons, to have the 
patients dUnded between them, those entered in one week being 
assigned to the first surgeon and those of tlie next week to the other. 
The allotment to bo continued so week and week about. The surgeons 
ndvisin"' with each other in every case of importance and particulariy 
when salivations may be thought necessary. Farther if both the mili- 
iii'-’y and marine officers were frctpientiy to visit tiie hospital it would 
be a great encouragement and satisfaction to the sick to find there was 
so much notice taken of them.^ 

On this letter the Board pass the follmving orders : It is observed 
tliat the recruits our Honourable Afasters send hither from Dngmnd 
stand them in a very great oxiionse. We therefore think it incumlyint 
on xiB, tliongli at some additional espouee, to do what in us lies is 
iicec^^sary for tlie recruits’ preservation. And tlio gentlemen in their 
said report being of opinion that the servants and assistants at present 
ailowcd are not sufficient and that some otlier small necessaries are 
w.aniing for tho sick, the Bo.ard being desirous tliat all possible care ha 
taken the sick people doth agree tliat the following regulations 
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he made whicli it is hojicd will liave the desired effect. 
foUouing additional attcndiiuts be allowed : 

One Purroe Book-keeper ... , ... ... 

One Hospital Assistant ... ... ... 

•Sevoii Ward Servants 

One Out-door Assistant ... ... ... 

One Bedding Servant 


That the 

Rs. 

G 

6 

28 

8 

5 


Total ... '52 


Tliat the sick be entered under the care of each surgeon rcspcetively 
as they go into the hospital, each surgeon taking one week. Bnt 
that both constantly visit the hospital and consult with each other 
in eases of danger. That eadi surgeon have a key of the medimes. 
That we positively enjoin the surgeons to preseive a good harmony 
and agreement with each other as the most likely method to eontadbute 
to the relief of the sick. That the officers of the military and marine 
duly visit tlie hospital as on encouragement to the sick and observe 
whether proper cave be taken of thian and report what they thmk may 
he amiss.^ 


A month later, on the. 2nd August 1738, Government communicate' 
their decision to Mcssi-s. John Ncilson and Michael Weston, Surgeons, 
in the following letter : Some irregularities in the hospital having 
been complained of and sundry conveniences being represented to he 
wanting for the better eaie of the sick, the President and Council 
have taken the same into consideration and have thereupon made 
the following regulations and orders which I am directed to signify 
to 3 ’ou for your observance : (1) It being represented that tlie nnmbor 
of servants and attendants at present allowed are not sufficient to take 
duo care of the sick, the President and Council Lave thought proper to 
allow the following to be added 

One Furvoo Book-keepei 
One Hospital AssistaTit 
Seven Wn«l Servanta 
One Ont-door Assistant 
One Bedding Seivant 

Total ... 52 


He. 

... 5 

... ' 0 , 

... 28 

... 8 : 

■«. 6 


(2) The President and Council have given orders to the pa 3 miabtcr 
for completing the ceilings of two' of the rooms in the hospital 
already begun and to make tivo dozen screens to keep the sick from 
the sight of eaclx other. '(3) The paymaster is also to purchase 100 
banian shirts, as many drawers and caps, fifty beds, fifty ^nilts, 100 
pillows with sheets and pillow biers for them for the use of the sick. 
That this number may be always kept up, and if possible without 
forthei’ charge to the Comjjany, half a montii^s pay is ordei-ed to Ixj 
stopped from every soldier or sailor thkt sliall go into the hospital 
witii the veiior^l distemper to be applied for that purpose. And when 
any such soldiers or sailoTs are discharged you are to rign it to tho 
laud or marine paymaster respectively that their pay may be stopped 
accordingly. (4) To prevent the ill effects of people ‘going -out of 


•» I’uTj. HiaiT 11 of 1737-38, 146-147. 



Materials-] 


AND ISLAND. 


S 49 


tlic hospital and changing their diet too soon, a discretional power is 
hereby given you in cases of necessity to make some small addition to 
the present .alloivanco of wine and fresh provisions when a patient is 
on the recovery. ( 5 ) It is ordered that as they go into the hospital 
the sick be entered under the care of each surgeon, each surgeon 
taking one week, but that 3-011 both constantly visit the hospital and 
consult with each other in all cases of danger. (6) That each surgeon 
have a kc}' of the medicines. ( 7 ) As nothing can contribute 
more to the relief of 3'our patients than preserving a good harmony 
between 3*ou, tlio same is positivclj' enjoined. (8) The officers of the 
militar}’ and marine arc ordered daily to visit the hospital as an 
encouragement to the sick, and are to oliscrve whether proper care be 
taken of tlie sick and report what they find amiss. (9) The Woody's 
account of hospital charges liaving prett3'- much increased of late, )'-ou 
arc to take parliciihar care that nothing bo charged therein but what is 
aotuallj' used for the hospital.* 

Two 3-car6 later at a Consultation of the 6th Juno 17 -lO, the President 
remarked to the Board that although sundiy goed regulations had 
been made b}- this Coverninont from time to time for the well admi- 
nistering the hospital, complaints were still received both from the 
Itlilitaiy and itfarino, insomuch tliat the people who were sick or 
distempered seemed averse to repair to the hospital, choosing rather to 
continue out of it at the hazard of their healths. He continued : j\s 
this slate of alTairs is well vrorth the considemtion of the Board, 
the following moasurcs are resolved upon, wliich it is hoped will 
offcchiall3'- remed3’‘ .nnj' disorder or coin^daint of the like kind in 
future. It is ordered and appointed as a standing nilc that the land 
pa3-niaster for the time being, the marine pa3'mastcr for the time 
Ixiing, and the Captain Commandant do weckl3'- together and in cora- 
pan3'’ risit the hospital, enquire into the condition thereof, taking 
especial notice if the sick are dnl3'^ attended and provided with proiicr 
nourishment, bedding, clothes, and all necessaries, and likervise hear 
if any complaints are made of an3' grievance wli.-ilover th.it the s.am_e 
ina3’' bo forthwith examined into and redress follow. And of this 
'weckl3'’ visit or inspection, rejiort to be weekly made in WTitiug to the 
Piesident signed by the said inspectors, containing their opimon 
likewise of what necessaries may Ije w-anting or further reguliitions 
may Ix: conducive to the good government of tlie hospital and the accom- 
modation of the sick. The eldest Comp.'iu3^’s servant is to appoint 
and noliCy to the two others the time of meeting and atlcndaucc on 
this visit.® 

In ohedience to those orders, on tho 12 tli Juno IT'IO, the hospitol 
inspectors submit the following report : The hospital cook-room dis- 
iillory and several of the \vards are exceedingly wet and damp. _ Tin’s, 
.as the floors arc doubly tiled,' w’o chiefly impute to a large quantify of 
undrained water lying on the Green at the back part of the cook-room 
and compound wall. This damp must of consequonee make those 
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places very unwholesome to the side. The cook-room and distilleiy 
are in bo very ruinous a condition as to absolutely reqnii'e being' soon 
rebuilt. At or before these repairs if a proper stone and chunam drain 
ivas made for carrying this wnter through ^e hospital or near it, into 
the sea, the change would in our opinion greatly contribute to the 
keeping tliose places dry. It would at the same time render the 
neighbouring wards of greater use for lodging the sick in than at 
present they seem to us to be. The back part of the compound next 
tho sea which was very dirty, wo have ordered to be daily cleaned. Wo 
tliink if that part of the compound wall was somewhat raised, it 
would greatly prevent pernicious liquors being brought into the hospi- 
tal w'hich we arc afraid is too often practised, to the great prejudice 
and endangering the lives of the people. To make the hospital more 
convenient and wholesome the inspectors made detailed proposals repre- 
senting a total cost of Es. 5414.^ ^ 

After considering the Hospital Inspectors’ report, the Board agree, 
20th June 1740, that the beds, banian shirts, drawers, presses for keep- 
ing them, and kitchen utensils and screens be instantly provided and laid 
in at tho best hand. The President undertakes to digest and prepare 
due regulations for their safest keeping and distribution, as well as 
for tho copperwarc used in the kitchen ; all which have hitherto as it 
appeal's been under no regular management or control, but remained 
almost without account. Also for securing the more frequent attend- 
ance of 'the Doctors on the sick ; and whatever else may be wanting to 
the good economy and administration of that place. As to tho drain 
which is mentioned to be necessary, -with the other repairs, they are 
deferred to further consideration, both as the season does not now 
admit of setting about them, as likewise to gain a clear knowledge of 
the premises, in order to limit the expense as much os possible.^ 

At a Consultation of the 27th October 1740, tho Board, after 
considering two reports from the weekly Inspectors of the Hospital, 
agree in the necessity of raising the several works, and that ceiling the 
wards, together with the other conveniences recommended for the more 
commodiously accommodating the sick, may be a means of preserving 
the lives of such unfortunate people_^ as are obliged to have recourse 
there, it is agreed that the works he sot about. At the same time that 
we recommend tlie greatest care he taken the charges do not exceed tiie 
calculate annexed to our Consultation of the 20th June last. And that. 


* Pub. Diary 13 o£ 1730-40, 261 - 201. Tho details axe ; 


A cook-Toom a( chunam oad stonB, Its. 

WxlT'xO' ... _ ... ... 1000 

A distillsry o( chunam and stone, 
60 'xl 8 'xV.. ._ 1*00 

Adiulna'xl'S'' ... ... 400 

A root over tho rooms tor the 
lunatics ™ .- 800 

aalsin^ tho compound wait ... ifo 
Ceillnp seren words — ... ISIO 

One large bedding preso ™ SOO 

Too smoUor prcssis ... «. SOO 


Eighty Dint screens 120 

One hundred Beds ... 325 

One hundred rdlows lOO 

SIa.ty-tno Pillotr blcis OJ 

171 pairs Sheets ... isit 

100 Banian Shirts SO 

102 pairs Drawers 61 

Cl Caps C} 

.' Total ... BuJ 


» Pub. Diary 13 of 1739-40, 246-219. 
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provions to building the tlicds proposed for tlie dependents 
hospital, an csfamato or llie expense attending the cninn be laid 
us for our determination.^ 


on the 
before 


At a Consultation of the 10th December 174.1 the Board read a 
letter trom the Inspector of the hospital representing the great dili- 
gence of one Mordr Piin-oo, an assistant in tlic hospital, who gives a 
constant icgular attendance and is said to be extremely useful in 
prep.aring the doctors’ prescriptions, and rccomtnonding Mordr being 
appointed mate in the room of one Billu formerly in that employ. This 
is agreed to and for ^Morar’s encouragement his allowance is increased 
from Rs. 12 to Rs. IG a month.® 


On tlie l.^tb !Marcb 1743 tlie Court vnite: TVe liave resolved to 
send medicines annually to a certain value for the use of our settle- 
ments, lie the indents more or loss, and not to supply the surgeons with 
any for their own scp.aratc account, as was formerly proposed. If any 
can bo spared and the eountr 3 ' ships are supplied with tliem, or any be 
made use of by the surgeons in their private practice, they must give 
an account of the same, and pay tlic value of all such as arc disposed 
or made use of, with an advance of twenty per cent upon invoice, into 
our cash. Tlie storelrccper must see tliat tliis order is duly complied 
with.® 

Oh the 20lh ]March 1744 the Court again write : As tlie medicines 
expended bj* the surgeons in venereal cases, on the soldiers and seamen, 
amounted to no more in eight months than eighteen rupees, w'o acqui- 
esce in 3 'onr ropa 3 'ing tliat sum. You add upon this occasion tliat 
stopp-iges create murmurs, so that the men are to be cured in future 
■wiUi our medicines. To tliis we .ngreo.* 

At a Consultation of the 30th Dcecm^r 1745 the Board observe: 
Doctor Trotter, who was sent to Poona iu September last at (Biildji) 
Bdjir.'io’s particular request to attend him in his illness, being lately 
rctuiTicd, presents an account amounting to Rs. 681-2-40 disbiu'sed 
extraordinarily by him. Tho said account appearing very reasonable, 
directed Riat tho land pa 3 Tnaster disch.arge the same.® 

On the 14tli ALarcli 1746 tlioBrard read the following letter from 
Tliomas Marsh and othere ; Agreeable to an order of this Board we 
li.ave vi.siled the liospit.al and shall lici-c lay before your Honour such 
observations as wc judge worlh 3 ’’ 3 'our notice. We find the houra at 
ijroFcnt observed hy the surgeons in visiting thc^ sick arc six or seven 
in the morning. This appears to us an improper time for the folloiving 
reasons : Bccanso .is they visit but once a da 3 '’ and then order what ph 3 ’^sic 
is to be given on the folloiving; at tho early hours abovementioned, they 
c.annot so well know ivhotlier it will operate or not. Neither can the 
patients judge of their own state or any alterations the night m.ay have 
produced on their being just awaked from sleep so well as they might 
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an hour or two afterwards. We tiicrefora think eight or nine o’clock 
a more proper season. Bj' that time the surgeons can be informed if 
what vfas ordered tlie day preceding -has had the desired effect y and 
file patients will he better able to give an account of themselves in all 
other respects necessary to ho known before new_ prescriptions are 
entered upon. As the afternoon is generally the time for taking in 
patients one of the surgeons should attend and order what medicines 
may he proper for them tliat night as well as to obser\'o wliat 
alterations there may be among tlie rest of the patients since the morning 
visit. Whether it might not be well to divide the patients between 
the two surgeons we propose to your considci'ation. As most of tlie 
profession differ sometliing in their practice, if the same patient is - 
pi-GBcribod to indifferently by cither, it ma}'^ prohalily on some critical 
occasion turn to his pmjudicc. In dangerous cases the surgeons 
should advise with each other for the common hcnciit of the sick under 
their respective care. Taking notice to the surgeons of the large quantity 
of port-wno used in the hospital and enquiring whether there might 
not be cordials given to patients when on recovery that would he 
equally servicesublo and. he had. on mucli easier terms, and. finding that 
a cordial may be made of Batavia arrack wi& spices far preferable in 
many cases and much cheaper than port it induced ns to recommend 
to the surgeons the practice of it in all such cases, in order to cause 
some saving in the article of wine. This tliey promised us to do. On 
examining Qie hospital abstract and computing the necessary services 
wo judge three men may be spared and accordingly recommend the 
striking them off. Here we esteem it our duty to take notice tiiat 
only two of these are real, the other nominal, whose pay of Bs.- 5 a 
month the head surgeon informs ns was an indulgence of Mr. Morlcy’s 
to him. When tliese are struck off the allotment will stand thus : 

111 the surgery I mate and 2 assistants ••• 3 ' 

A Furvoe to take account of medicines and 

linen ... ... ... ... ... 1 . 

"Ward Serritors, two to eiicU ward 12 

Viclualman 1 

Washerman 1 ^ 

Barber ' 1 

UulMkliors ... ... 5 

Black Doctors, one at H&liim and one at 

Bombay ^ ... ... ... • ... ... 2 - . 

26 

The above appointments we judge very sufficient for affording the 
sick due attendance and administering to ' them in all other necessary 
respects as well thfe patients within doors as ■without. The bedding 
and some part of the linen appears decent &nd what isjsufficient for the 
present service as there are but few patients at this season of the year. 
The cots are rather too short which the land paymaster ■will see 
remedied ■\yhen .any new ones are made, and before the lains set in an 
addition will be ■wanted to the other aridoles on the increase of patients 
usual at ■that season. Separate cells for lunatics we think would be 
necessary at a httle distance as the noise of people ■thas afflicted must 
greatly disturb others labouring under different disorders. Near the 
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Ijack gaifl o£ tlio hospital is a place that may be fitted up at a small 
expense llie better to scouro these nnhappy and soinctiincs disorderly 
patients. Wo think likewise it would bo very useful if tlie hospital 
Fcrvants could be induced to move all within the gates for tlieir hotter 
giving attendance in the night time as occasion may require. If your 
Honour approve, the land pajunastcr may be ordered to allot thnin 
ground for their dwellings, and, if a month or two's pay was advanced 
thom_ on this account, we judge it would not ho ill bestowed and the power 
of reimbursing tlio Honourable Company is in your own hands either 
by stoppages or b}' causing their said houses to be made over to you, 
though this we recommend only in case it cannot he afforded without 
sncli an advance is made them. 

At the same day’s Consultation thdi^c suggestions of the Hospital 
Inspectors wore approved and forwarded to the surgeons as standing 
onlers.* 


In 17.^0^rr. Grose write.s ; Gomliay had long borne an infamous 
ch.avactcr for unhcalthrulncss. It was commonly called the buiying- 
gronnd of the Unglish j hut this was only until an experience, bought 
at the expense of a number of lives, had rendciod the causes of such 
a morl.ality more known, and ronseqnently more guai-dod against. 
Among others the principal causes doubtless were, first, the nature 
of the climate and the precautions and management required by it 
not being so sufilcicntl}; known as they now arc. Foimerly, too, 
there obtained a practice esteemed very poraicious to the health of the 
inhabitants, pmplo}*ing a manure for the cocoanut trees tliat grow in 
abundance on the island, consisting of the small fry of fish, and called 
by the country n.ime huckshaw ; which w.ss undoubtedly of great 
service, both to augment and meliorate their produce ; hut through 
its quantity being superficially laid in trenches rormd the root, and 
consequently tlie ca.sier to bo exhaled, as it putrefied it diffused a very 
unwholesomo vapour. There arc some however who deny tliis and 
insist on the ill conscqucnce.s of this manure to be purely imaginary, 
or at least greatly exaggerated. But all are agreed that the liabitations 
in the woods or cocoanut groves are unwholesome from tlxe airTvauting 
a free current Ihroxxgh them, and from the trees themselves diffusing a 
kind of vaporous moisture unfavourable to lungs, a complaint common 
to all eloso-wooded countries. Tliere has also been another reason 
assigned for the isL-ind having gro^vn healthier from the lessoning ot 
the waters by a broach of tlic sea being hanked off. ^ however, 
does not seem to mo a satisfoctory reason. There is still subsisting a 
grc.at body of salt water on tho inside of the breach, the communuMtion 
of whidi with tho sea being less free tlian before tlio breach was built, 
must bo in proportion more apt to stagnate and breed noxiouB vapours. 
Tho improvement is due tliereforo more to tlie different diet and manner 
of living of the Europeans; and also io tlie place being provided wito 
more slalful physicians tlrnn formerly when tliere was less niceness m 
tlie choice of them. Surgeons and surgeons' mates of ships, and Uiose 
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none of the cxpertcst, used to he admitted almost ndthont any or bat 
a Buperllcinl examination. The same negligence 'was also observed 
■with respect to the gallics and other armed vessels of the Company 
in those parts. Tlie pay was too slcndor to invite into such service 
any capable persons. Mr. Phipps, one of tlio former Governors, on 
examining the marine establishment of Bombay,^ wherein he proposed 
mailing retrenchments by way of currying favour with his Masters at 
home by tlie falsest and most ruinous economy, observed the Surgeon's 
pay rated at Us. 42 (that is five guineas), Mr. Phipps saidtho figures 
are by some mistake transposed, and curtailed tlie pay to Bs. 24. 

"Whatever may be the reason the point is certain that tlie climate is 
no longer bo fatal to the English inhabitants ns it used to be, and is 
incomparably more healthy tiian that of many other of our settlements 
in India. The most common disorders ai-e fever, bloody flaxes, cutaneous 
eruptions, and a sort of tetter called ringworms. The barbeers, a violent 
disorder that generally ended in rendering all the limbs paralytic, 
and the mordochin, which is a fit of violent vomiting and purging that 
often proved fatal, are distempers hardly now known on the island.^ 
In short, this place, the name of which used to carry terror with it in 
respect to its nnhcalthincss, is now no longer to be di'eaded on that 
account, provided any common measure of temperance be observed 
without which the tenure of health in any climate must be hazardous.® 

At a Consultation of the 7th June 1757, the new fortification pay- 
master lays before -the Board an account of Rs. 380-3-0 of country 
medicines supplied since March last to such of the workmen procured 
from the adjacent countries as have been seized with the present 
distemper which rages among the natives. As the country doctor who 
attends the workmen has met with great success, agreed that he be 
allowed Bs. 20 a month during the rime the distemper continues.® 

At a Consultation on the 29th December 17 58, the Board received 
the following letter from the Surgeons of the King’s (Seamen’s) hospital 
(on Old Woman’s island) through their Admiral Pocock, dated 24th 
December 1758 : The want of a house near the hospital prevents our 
giving the attendance to the sick we could wish. It also gives the people 
many opportunities of committing disorders which they would not have 
if under our nearer inspection. It further affords the servants an 
'opportunity of absenting themselves from attending the sick with many 
other inconveniences in provisions. We beg leave to mention a Com- 
pany’s house near the Hospital where Mr. Ives lived and is now in 
possession cf a single woman who luis made frequent complaints of 
inconveniences from the people. 

On the saine day (29th December) the Board pass the following 
.orders ; Agreed we acquaint the Admiral that as we are very willing, 
as far as lies m our power, to remove the want of those conveniences 
complained of by the Surgeons, we shall desire Mr. W. De la Garde 
to whom the house belongs as Superintendent of the Powder Works to 

> Details of ttoo two asoases will bo fouad in Oolonel Yale’s Hobson-Jobson arUclcS 
Barlsccr and Mordeciuno. . « . 

• Grose’s Yoynge to tbe Eost Indies, I. 30 . 33. Pub, Diary 30 of I7'7 19* 
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accommodate Mrs. Stevens to whom he has lent it in another house 
if any. is to he rented, in which case we shall make her a suitable 
allowance while the squadron remains here.^ 

In a letter of the 25th April 1759, the Court of Directors write ; 
w^e have come to a resolution that the medicines and drugs for the 
use of the Company's factories and garrisons of Bombay, Fort St, 
George, and Bengal, be supplied by the persons and society under- 
mentioned in the following proportions : 

Messrs. Silvnnus and Timothy Sevan ... ... Six-tenths. 

Messrs. Alexander Johnston and Co. ... ... Three-tenths. 

The Company of Apothecaries ... ... One-tenth, 

The medicines and drags consigned to you will, therefore, be distin- 
guished accordingly on purpose tliat, for our future government in the 
provision of them, we may be informed of the goodness and quality 
of those respectively furnished by the said parties. You are there- 
fore to cause the most exact enquiry to be made as to their good- 
ness and quality and send us an impartial report of the result by the 
first opportunity.® 

A Consultation of the llUi February 17fi8 records ; Notwithstand- 
ing the latitude our Honourable Masters are pleased to give us for 
removing the hospital, it is agreed for the present to defer coming to 
any resolution regarding it. At the same time, as it has often been 
represented and as we are thoroughly satisfied, the present hospital is 
much too small, and as the Surgeons have frequently expressed the 
opinion to the President that if the hospital built some years ago on Old 
AVoman's island for the King’s seamen was converted into a convales- 
cent hospital that inconvenience would be efiectnally remedied and 
the sick recover much faster the 'air being remarkably good. It is 
therefore agreed to fit up the Old Woman’s island hospital properly 
and appropriate it to the use of a convalescent hospital.® 

On the 6th April after considering the estimate the Boai’d observe : 
The estimate of the expense which will be incurred by repaiiing the 
hospital at Old Woman’s island, running a wall round the whole, and 
dividing the. two buildings in order to render them more convenient for 
a convalescent hospital, amounting altogether to Bs. 1591-3-4, is to be 
carried into execution.* 

A few months later tlie question of hospital accommodation was again 
before Government In a Consultation of the 18th October 1768 the 
Principal Engineers Colonels Campbell and Keating were_ required to 
survey the present hospital and report whether in their opinion it 
is a proper one in point of situation size and accommodations for the sick. 
If not, how its defects can best be remedied.* 

In a letter of the 18th March 1768, the Court write: Victualling 
the sick in the hospital is a matter of gi'eat importance for the preser- 
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vntiou of the lives of many of our people both miliiiry and marine. 
"We shall IhorcCoro expect yonr particular regard to it. We think it 
necessary that a proper person should Ire appointed as steward to the 
hospital who is to supplj' all pro\'ision8 that inay be thought proper. 
The surgeons who attend will have an opportunity of seeing whether the 
steward furnishes such prox-isions as arc wholesome. The military 
olllccrs must also send surgeons belonging to that corps to see their 
. own people and m.ikc their report every day to the commanding officer^ 
xvliieh will bo very proper checks.* 

At a Consultation of the 3rd Jannary 1769 the Board read the 
follonnng letter from the surgeons of the hospital, dated 3rd 
January 1709: We, liaving laboured under man^' diflicultics in our 
situation, Ireg leave to relate them to your Honour requesting yon will 
represent them to our Honourable Masters. We are sorry to find, 
when every department of the Honourable Company's scrx’ice is 
cnjojnng the good effects of the Honourable Company’s bounty, ours 
niono is not taken notice of. The station which ns gcnticmon wo arc 
obliged to supjjort, to procure us some degree of respect, our income falls 
Ter 5 ’ short of doing. The whole of our allowance is about Rs. 900 a 
yc<ar and every genUemnu of this Honourablo Board is sensible how 
short this goes to support a family. The bad hc.alth we often input 
by following this troublesome fatiguing and dangerous profession, 
should, wo think, entitle us to some little satisfaction. But from the 
smallucss of our income, and the example of our deceased predecessors 
we have but little hopes, and never expect to get to England to spend 
the remainder of mu- d.ays in quiet. As we then give up this hope wo 
humbly presume to think w’o ought to have some indulgences here. 
On account of a nnnibcr of our patients at times Ihung out of tpwn, 
we are under the necessity of keeping a conveyance to visit them. For 
this xve have no allowance. This is a great hardship on us, for without 
we have a c.arringe of our oxvn, we often can neither hire nor borrow 
one. If we apply to merchants to support us, it is said w’C neglect 
our business. Our advantages by private practice arc trifling as xvo 
nro paid or not as is agreeable tb the Honourable Company's oix-il or 
military servants, they looking on us os obliged to a^end them by 
reason of our station. The surgeons at Bengal upon a representation 
to the President and Council, wrero redressed and a tolerable allowance 
given them. Wo think we ought to have an equal allowance, or more, 
as w’o have more business and of course can less apply to any other way 
to support us, there being six surgeons of the hospital at Calcutta and 
only 'ttirco hero, and the troops aro mostly in cantonments by which 
the doctors' trouble is less. We hope that these considerations xvill 
induce your Honour cither to represont this our case to the Honourable 
Company to give us the samo allowance as the surgeons of the hospital 
at Calcutta enjoy, or any otlier allowance that is agreeable to them, or 
yourselves, to improve this our situation as we really have not money 
to support our station without following some other employment. ' To 


‘ Pnb. Dcp. Court’* Letters Vol. 7 of J17C3 - 1768, 312. Comp, of Standins Ord. VoL 
2 of 1760-1788, 100. 
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convince your Honours that Avhat we eay is matter of fact^ wo now lay 
before you a pai*ticular state of our espcuBOs ; 

'Wnslicnniiii ... ‘ 4 

Four Coolies 20 

A Sor%‘ant 8 

A Oook ... ... ... ... ... 8 

A Peon to bring prorisious from tbo Bazar 5 

A iiarber ... ... ... ... ... ... 4> 

C.irriiigc witli Conclicnan nnd Uorsekeepor 40 

linziir (jhnrgus ... 100 

Wiiip, arrauk, ten, sugar, clothes for ecif nnd ser- 
vants ... ... ... ... ... ... ... loo 
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Total ... 283 

Bj' this calculation j'our Honours will see tliat nothing is allowed 
for extraorclinar 3 * expenFcs and that Its. 300 a month Ijaroly main- 
tains us. As we are sensible of the justice and goodness of our Honour- 
able jMaslers, we do engage to bind ourselves and licirs, provided 3 '’Our 
Honour will give us the Rs. 310 a month allowed to the surgeons at 
Calcutta, to return the mono 3 ' with interest if our Honourable Masters 
disapprove of the conce.=ston. On tlie surgeons' letter the Bo.ard 
observe ; "We have nlread 3 ' by the Greemoieh set forth their ease to 
the Honourable Compan 3 ', again agreed to enforce tbo 

s.*imc in our address b 3 ' the Calcutta. And, as we are fully sensible of 
the justice of wliat the surgeons reiircscnt, Btrongl 3 ’ to recommend their 
rcqticsl to the Honourable Compan 3 ''s consideration.* 

The estimate of Rs. 1591-3-4 sanctioned on the Cth April 176S for 
the conversion of the naval hosi>ital on Old Woman's island into a 
convalescent hospital proved insuflicient. At a Consultation of the 
7th Fcbraar 3 ' 1709, the land paymaster showed that one part of the 
building must bo converted into quarters for a Resident Surgeon. 
The amended estimate amounting to Rs. 9324-0-16, was sanctioned 
and tbo work ordered to be carried into immediate c.vccution.' 

At a Consultation of tlie 28tb February 1709 the commanding 
officer having represented to the President the neccssit 3 ' of having an 
hospital for the Ecpo 3 '’s, as great inconveniences have been found to 
arise to the service from such of them as are sick being dispersed about 
the island, ordered that the land pa3'ma5tcr prepare and lay before 
the Board an estimate of the expense that wall be inenrred by building 
a sbed to be used for tlie above purpose.® 

A Consultation of the 30th July 1769 has the following entry : As 
many irregularities and neglects of the sick in their quarters hare been 
found to arise from the suigcons of the several battalions acting in 
their practice independent of any one of their profession. It is there- 
fore agreed to appoint a surgeon-major to the garrison, to whom the 
surgeons must be accountable for their proceedings and who must also 
have inspection of the Eep 03 ’ hospital when ilnishcd. The surgeon-major 
will receive the ten shillings a day as allowed at the other Presidencies 
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and permission to supply the sepoy hospital with country medicines; 
Mr. Samuel Bichardson being esteemed a proper person for the office 
is accordingly appointed.^ 

In answer to Bombay Government letter of the 18th April 1768, 
the Court in their letter dated 31st March 1769 wi-ite : It being of 
very gnjat consequence to the healths of our civil and military 
servants that our surgeons should be men of abilities and eminence in 
their profession ; And as you represent the present allowances are by 
no means adequate to the trouble and expense they are necessarily 
obliged to incur and are not a sufficient enconragement for men eminent, 
or even for those of but a moderate share of knowledge, in physic nTi6 
surgery to go to the East Indies, as our civil and militory lines have of 
late yeai-G been considerably enlarged, we have determined to increase 
the allowances to our surgeons at the Presidency in the following 
manner: To the two head surgeons £150 and to the third and, 
fourth £125 a year each, exclusive of house rant in order to en- 
courage them to persevere in exerting their utmost sldll and abilities 
in their profession.® 

In another letter of the 6th April 1770, the Court continue : By 
OUT goneralletter 31st March 1769, paragraph 97, yon were informed 
of such an additional allowance made to surgeons at your Presidency 
as will, we hope, render the situation of those who are there agreeable, 
and be a sufficient inducement for men of abilities to embrace our 
service, when it becomes necessaiy to entertain others therein.® 

In the same letter (paragraph 160) the Court write : Prom a r&r 
markable account of a cure being effected in the disoi’der of the liver, 
commumcated to us by a gentleman of rank in our military service at 
Bombay, by the means of castor oil, which we are told in the East 
Indies is known by the name of erandi oil, we have taken the opinion of 
a physician of great eminence upon the case as stated. And we herewith 
send you for the information of the surgeons and other jjersons at 
your settlement who are skilled in physic, extracts of the letters upon 
the occasion both from the physician and the gentlemen who received 
the cui-e. Should yon at any time be made acquainted ivith any 
extraordinary cases, and any new method of cure which has been 
attended with success you will do well to send us a circumstantial 
detail of such cases properly attested, to enable us, for the public good, 
to communicate such cases to the learned among the faculty, and to 
take their advice and opinion thereupon.* 

At a Consultation of the 29th January 1771, the Board read the 
following letter from the surgeons of the hospital, dated 15th 
January 1771 : We have likewise duly attended the Honourable 
Court's commands in the I60thparagraph of their letter of the 6th April 
relative to the use of castor oil in disorders of the liver. ' Wo are 


* Pnb. Diary 64 of 1769, 625. 

s Pub. Dop. Court’s Letters Vol. 8 of 17G9- 1771, 50-51. 

® Pub. Dop. Court’s Letters Vol. 8 of 1769-1771, 154 - LW. 

* Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 8 of 17G9 - 1771, 200-201. 
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sorry that the extracts of the letters from the physician and gentlemen 
therein mentioned arc not come to hand. Wc hare to observe that, 
in some particulsiv cases and stages of the disorder called the liver’ 
castor oil will bring on a copious discharge of the obstructed bilious 
Inimoiirs, when mei-ciirials, emetics, and other drastic medicines, also 
those of the lenient and anti-phlogystic kind with tepid bathing, will 
have no effect. From the convcniency of having it fresh wo find 
castor oil a very useful medicine in many complaints particularly 
tlio.so of the biliary kind. In the same letter the surgeons return 
thanks for the addition.aI salaiy granted them by their Honourable 
.Masters, and make their remarks on the medicines received by the 
ships hitherto arrived. Ordered that tliis letter follow this Con- 
sultation, and that copies of the letters relative to the virtues of 
castor oil which have just been received in the True Briton be 

transmitted to the snrgconsfor their notice and observation.^ 

At a Consultation of the 28th December 1770 the Board read 
the following report from the Hospital Committee dated 26th November 
1770 : Having lately idsited the hospital as a committee we lay before 
3 'our Honour such observations as occm'rcd to us in the com sc of 
our c.xaminntion. The stated allowance of provisions appears to us to 
be very proper and perfectly suOlciont. But as the men on recovery, 
under pretence of sending into the baztlr for tea and sugar, get 
supplied with many other ai'ticles improper for them, we would 
propose that tea aud sugar bo allowed at the Company's expense under 
the head ol country medicines to be given by the doctors to those 
patients the}' judge it proper for. As we are of opinion that the 
soldiers and sailors who have venereal complaints are frequently 
deterred from discovering them, and sometimes remain so long out tliat 
they become almost incurable, owing to their being charged for it out 
of their pay, avc would propose that this expense bo paid by tlic Honour- 
.ablc Company and some other equivalent bo made the surgeons in lieu 
thereof. As the hospital .at Old Woman's island consists of three long 
ranges of buildings, we would propose that in agreement with the sur- 
geons' advice each be divided into three wards and that all the j^atients 
wlio have fevers fluxes and such like complaints bo kept at that 
hospital and only such os have venereal complaints, wounds, and other 
casualties be continued in the hospital in town. That the Battalion 
Surgeons be ordered to attend at Old Woman's island in turn one 
every month to assist the surgeons of the convalscent hospital who 
are both to act under the directions of the general hospital surgeons 
who are also to act in turn and to visit once or twice every day the 
hospital at Old Woman's island. Wo judge it necessary that for. this 
purpose .a conveyance should be allowed them and it will be also necessary 
that one or two boats be kept in constant pay to carry over the 
servants' provisions and necessaries.® ' 

On this report the Board resolve that, agreeable to the conumt- 
teo's recommendation, the surgeons must supply such patients with 
tea and sugar as they may judge requisite, charging the expense 
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thereof in their bill for country medicines. The Board reject the 
committcc^E sug^gested compensation to tlic surgeons for relinquishing 
their claim to the usual charge for the cure of venereal complaints 
holding it contrary to Bie pmcticc of all hospitals. At the same time 
as the surgeons* daily prolusion allowance of 15 res is inadcqtiatc the 
Board agree to increase this allowance 5 res a day and that tiic 
surgeons do not in future cliargc anything to their patients for 
venereal complaints. The Board further resolved that the Ilospitnl 
at Old Woman*s island ho fitted for the reception, of such patients 
as^the committee mentions, and the several other alterations recom- 
mended by them he carried into execution with all convenient speed 
concerning which the necessary ordcin must be given to the proper 
officers.^ 

In a letter of tlie 25tli April 1771 the Court of Directors write : We 
have received very extraordinary accounts of the eflieac}' of a 
medicine for tlie cure of dysentery and all inward bleedings. As these 
accounts are sn])portcd by the testimony of sevcinl persons of conse- 
quence who have experienced its salufar}' effects in the West Indies 
and other parts of the world, we cotild not hcsit.atc about giving this 
medicine a trial, in hopes of its preventing tlie loss of many persons 
in India, where such numbers arc carried off by that dreadful disorder. 
With this view we send in the Ooiffrey packet some bottles of this 
medicine with directions enclosed in a box. It is particularly recom- 
mended that the surgeons of your Presidency be stricth' enjoined to give 
this medicine a fair trial and to report tlic result.^ 

A Consultation of 1st October 1771 records : As the convalescent 
hospital at Old Woman's island is reported to be fitted up aud readj' 
for the reception of tho sick as their general hospital, ordered that the 
surgeons remove them from the hospital in tonui conformable to our 
intention expressed in our minute of the 28th December last regarding 
it. The land paymaster is also ordered to erect a proper room at that 
place for the hospital guard room.^ 

A Consultation of 14th April 1772 records : A stopiiagc of 
Bs. 7 a month is to he made &om the pay of cacli soldier in the 
hospital, and Be. 8 a month from the pay of each sailor, to com- 
mence from tho 1st of next month. This will cause a considciahlc 
reductaon in tho hospital charges and we hope be a means of preventing 
those people going to the hospital and continuing thoro witho\it cause.* 

A Consultation of 17th December 1773 records ; Wo have -reason 
to believe that mth proper regulations such as we now propose 
to establish tho business and expense of tlic hospital may be conduct- 
ed more to the advantage of tho Honourable Company when tho 
'expense of the hospital is immediately defraj'ed by them tlidn when 
it is contracted for. As .the contract "entered into last year is now 


1 Pub. ISary 6G of 1770, 812> 813. - "ipt 

* Pub. Dep. Court’s Ijetters VoL 8 of 17G9 • 1771, 274. / ’ ' 

s Pub. Diary C8 of 1771, 96G. ! 

* Pub, Diary 60 of 1772, 391. Comp, of Standing Drd. Vol. 2 of 1759.1788, 273. 
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expired and as wo do not intend to enter into anoilierj as directed by 
our Honourable Employers in their commands dated the 18th March. 
1768, it is resolved that a steward be appointed for victualling the 
sick in the hospital who is to act under the orders of and to he subject 
to the militery paymaster.^ 

At a Consultation of the 24th December 1773 the Board read the 
■following letter from the Committee of the hospital, dated 18th Decem- 
ber 3773 : Conformable to your Honours^ orders we meet this day to 
settle the number of servants necessary for the hospital and to 
regulate their wages. The following, wo are of opinion, will fully 
answer the above purpose, which we subject to yoiur Honours' eonsi- 
'deration : 


na. 

liloro ShivA ji Purvoe per month.. 28 

Do. Gratuity do, ... 12 

■71111060 Parvoo ... ••• 20 

Aba BhikAjt _ ... 10 

BauhnnAth DAdAji ... ... 16 

lllma lihikAjL ... ... 10 

KdshinAUi Bhik.iji ...10 

Four Peons, two for cncU hospital 20 
Six Doli men at Hs, 7 ... 42 

Four at Ha. 5 ... 20 


Pour Dressers, two at Rs. 10 and 
two nt Ss. 8 ... ... 

Right Compounders nt Rs. 7 ... 
Two Decoction boiler'^ nt Rs. 6... 
Two Bleeders nt R«. 6 
Right llal&lkhors at Rs. G 
One Boy for ©vary eight men, 
that is 26 boys at Rs. 5 ...125 

Two Clothsmen nt Its. 8 ... 12 

Five Watermen nt Bs. 5 ... 25 

One ■Washerman ... ... 26 


R*. 

36 

56 

12 

12 

48 


The upper subordinate staff includes eight assistants on monthly 
pay varying from Us. 75 to Us.. 30. The details are : 


Aeiistante» 
Mr. March 
Mr. Crozier 
Mr..Flcoiiiing 
Mr. King 


70 

70 

GO 

40 


Aeeislanfs. 
Ifr. Tomkins 
Mr. Diderot 
Joseph Mathewa 
Joseph Cabral 


Rs. 

30 

40 

30 

30 


From the representation of the surgeons we find that Messrs. Kin„ 
Tomkins and Diderot are of very little use to the hospital as they 
cannot be relied upon cither for compounding or 

cincs Consequantly they am an incumbrance upon the hospitel and 

iiTi uSece^ary Lponje We have P^tf But"^ 

Jicad PurvoeXo rvliat it formerly was, Es. 29 a monta. ™ 

considmSron ofluslong services, and from the strong ^commenda- 
tions of the surgeons in his favour, wo have been induced to i^ow him 
a monthly gratmty of Us. 12, which wo hope wiU meet your Honour s 

ap^-obation the goard observe : The Committee of the hospital 

t to the Board by letter now read pursuant to order, the wages 
rcpoit. ~ivPTi and the number of servants necessary in the 

proppt ^ ™ ITS ordered, »s two ol tho orrUtomt 
^?B^S8,^onaonod Sr tho report to bo an inonrebrenoo only, oamo 

*’ I I ' — 

. Pab. Diary 01 o£ 177.% 855. Comp.’ of Standing Ord. Vol, 3 of 1752 - 1788, 270. 
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from IToclvae, Ibai they return tkithcr by the first opportunity, and 
that they be discharged from tbo seri’ice.^ 

Of Ibc administration of the hospitals a Consultation of the ISUi 
February 1774 records the following details : In the general hospital 
during the month of January 1774 the number of siclr was 3368 and 
their disorders as follow's: 2057 venereal eases in various stages, 
22C sores and ulcers, 166 rheumatism, 156 fever, 100 liver, 97 flux, 
87 scroplmla, 84 contnsions, 70 large Troiuids and abscesses, 
62 fistula, 5a consumption, 36 drojisy, 33 paralj'sis, 31 contraction 
of the thigh muscles, 31 scurvy, 31 ophthalmia, 23 hypochondria, 
17 hrcmorrhage, 6 epilepsy. In the convalescent hospital during 
the same month (January 1774) of 2372 sick, 434 had intermitting 
fever, 1160 fluxes, 180 fiver, 84 piles, 174 rheumatism, 13 inflam- 
mation of the scalp, 14 jaundice, 31 ophthalmia, 131 uwtic eases, 
31 enlarged testis, 31 epilepsy, 31 w'orms, 70 asthma, and 
38 consumption.® During the twelve months from the 1st May 1775 
to the 30th April 1776 tlio European Hospitals had on average monthly 
attendance of 148, each costing on an average Us, 40-2-14 a montli. 
Of a total expenditure of Its. 82,444, Bs. 10,522 vrere recovered on 
account of stoppages, leaving a net outlay of Bs. 71,922. In the 
sepoy hospital an average monthly attendance of 195 at an average 
monthly cost of Bs. 12-2-13 represented a total outlay of Bs. 34,684 
.and after deductions (Bs. 5554) for stoppages a net outlay of Bs. 29,330* 
Besides the oxpenditare on the two hospitals, Es. 18,271 were spent 
on a private dispensary, Bs. J 5,107 ou medicines sent to subordinate 
stations, Bs. 4940 on mcdiducs for the marine service, and Bs. 530 
on medicines for the Madras Battalion. To this total (less stoppages) 
of Bs. 1,40,100 is to be added Bs. 9248, the value of medicines and 
utensils received from England, and Be. 14,000 the yearly pay and 
allowances of the hospital surgeons, that is, during the year under 
report a total net outlay on health of Es. 1,63,348.® 

On the 24th April 1781, Bear Admiral Sir Edward Hughes in writ- 
ing to Government r^arding the docks soys : The extent of the marine 
yard as it is at this time, is much too small to give room for the neces- 
sary quantities of timber and workmen. I earnestly recommend that 
you will extend it so as to comprehend the two surgeons' homes and 
the hospital on that tide.* On this letter at a Consultation of the 
13th June 1781, Government resolve ; The surgeons must be directed 
to report to us what place may be most suitable and couvenient to 
remove the hospital to.® Agreeably to the above order the Surgeons 
report on the 19th June 1781’: We have been honoured with a letter 
from your Secretary of the 13th instant directing us to report to your 
Honour what place would be most suitable and convenient to remove 
the general hospital to. In obedience thereto and after mature consi- 
deration on the qualities so highly requisite to be attended to in the 


es ot 1774 , 101 - los.- 

» btatement doted .lOth Sept. 1770 in Puli. Diary 70 of 1776. 7G8. 

^ Pub. Diary 78 of 1781, 216. . . p„b. jjS of 1%I. 311. 
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choice o£ places for hospitals in this climate, on •which the speedy 
recov«y of the sick so materially depends, and in some de^ee the 
health and strength of the garrison, we do recommend the house the 
Admiral lately occupied, that is Mr. William Hornby^s house, as the 
most convenient and suitable for a general hospital. The situation is 
liealthy, and convenient^ the apartEhent^ are very spacious^ 
lofty, dry, and airy ; indeed they are so well adapted as to admit of 
a free circulation of air through the whole of them in every season of 
the year, a circumstance of the greatest importance in an hospital. 
The out-ofiices are also convenient with the command of good water. 
The space is sufficient to accommodate 400 sick Europeans, allowing 
from 42 to 64 square feet to each man. We are of opinion that there 
is not in or near this garrison any place or building equally convenient, 
healthy, and commodious for the purpose of a hospital.^ 

On receipt of the Surgeons' letter on the 20th June 1781 Government 
resolve : Before we consider this subject, a plan should be prepared and 
laid before us for our approbation of a suitable hospital for this garrison 
constructed with bomb-proof apartments for the reception of the sick 
in.' case of a siege." 

Agreeably to the above order a plan and estimate for a new hospital 
were submitted to Government, on receipt of which, the 26th Septem- 
ber 1781, the Board record ; Bead a letter from the Principal Engineer 
accompanied with a plan and estimate of a bomb-proof hospital for 
this garrison. From this it appears that the e:!!:pense thereof is com- 
pu'tcd at the large sum of Bs. 6,15,025-0-27. The expense of this 
undertaking, even allowing it should not exceed the estimate, is too 
great for us to think of incurring in our present circumstances. At the 
same time that we may be judges of the whole expense and the plan 
be digested and prepared in all its parts, in case at any time hereafter it 
should be judged proper to carry it into execution, the Engineer 
must be directed to give in an estimate of the expense of removing the 
houses necessary to 'make room for this building. The Surgeons must 
also give in their opinion on the situation and construction of the 
proposed hospital with respect to healthiness and convenience.® 

In his Oriental Memoirs (Vol. I. 152) Mr. Forbes says : When I left 
Bombay (1781') there were three large hospitals, one udthin the gates 
for Europeans, another on the esplanade for the sepoys or imtive ■troops 
in the Company's service, and a third on an adjacent island (Old 
Woman's island) for convalescents. 

The earliest reference that has been traced to •vaccination is in the 
Tours of Dr. Hovd the Polish savant, who, when in Bombay in Decem- 
ber 1788, wrote ; Mr, Farmer has inoculated about 1300 old andjmung 
out of which he did not lose more than two. This has remarkably 
abated the small-pox.* 
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^ Tours m Bom. Gov. .Sel. XVI. 19i- Dr. Hor4 says fsaiae page) : Small-pox has appli- 
ed in Bombay since the posBCSsion and commerce of Europeans. Small-pox, like measles, 
seems to ha\c been known in India and China several ccutunes before the nsc of Islam 
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On the 14tli August 1801 , the Bombay Government write to the 
Court ; Wo have the honour to enclose No. 7 in the packet copy of a 
letter from the Medical Board relative to the vaccine small-pox on 
which we have earnestly to solicit your Honourable Court’s assistance 
.for the secure transmission of the matter to tliis country cither in the 
manner suggested by them or in any other that may appear to your 
Honourable Court still more cflicacious and likely to succeed. Our 
President has written on the same subject to the Earl of Elgin, and 
the Besidents at Basra and Bagdad have also been instructed by our 
Secretary to furtlicr the Medical Board’s rccommendaiaons.^ 

On the 4th February 1803, ilic Court reply : Wo shall endeavour to 
comply with your request in the matter of the vaccine small-pox.* 

On the 7th April 1803, the Bombay Government write to the 
Court : By the present opportunity wc have the honour to forward to 
your Honourable Court twenty copies of a pamphlet recently published 
at this rrcsidcncy by Doctor George £cir of 3 ’our medical establish- 
ment containing an account of the introduction of the cow-po.v into 
India. At the same time we deem it no more than justice to that 
gentleman to notice that his zealous exertions liave proved a principal 
means of securing tlic blessing of the discovery to this island and of 
its diffusion hence to ©very part of India.® 


n'idoiia, 101-103) andtoliave sprcail from Asia to Eraopt. StOlDr. Hovd’a Informal 
tion may bo so far correet that aitb llic Porloguese a fresh or a fiercer form of email- 
pox may have been broagbt into Western Indin. If, to this extent, Dr, Hovd’s state- 
ment is correct, it explains how tbo smnll-pox Mother is SHa the Cold, and bow she 
connot ho pacified till she is made cool. Also tho fact that many images of Bita Bre_ oi 
a woman coriying n diild in her nnn not on her hip 5 and finally ■aby the begging 
devotees of SHa call tbcmsolvcs Padres or Eoropenn priests and are perhaps the only 
Tcligious Hindu beggars who as of right ask alms of Europeans. 

* Pub. Dop. Letters to the Court Vol. 33 of ISOO - 180^ 13^ 
s Pub. Dop. Court’s LcUcts Vol. IB of 1800 - 1803, 350. 

^ Pub. Dop, Letters to tho Court Vol. 33 of 1800- 1803, S15. 
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INSTITUTIONS AND OBJECTS. 

Section I.— Institutions. 

The following paragraplis summarise such details as have been 
collected regarding the following Public Institutions of Bombay 
arranged in alphabetical order : Admiralty House, Arsenal, Barracks, 
Burial Grounds, Churches, Cooperage, Courts of Justice, Customs 
House, Gardens, Government House, Hospital, Jail, Mint, Parsonage, 
Secretariat, and Town Hall : 

Por the last thirty years Admirally House has been the bangalow 
at the south-end of the Marine Lines, at present (1894) occupied by 
His Excellency the Naval Commander-in-Chief. This bangalow then 
known as No- 2, the Commodore’s Bangalow, was purchased by 
Government in 1860 for Ks. 14,877.^ 

In 1864 'the Secretary of State directed (Bombay Government 
Hesolution No. 233 dated 4th April 1864) the Bombay Government 
to pro^ude a bouse for the Admiral, who, instead of a Commodore, was 
then about to be appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Naral forces. 
The Admiral was to be given Bs. 12,000 a year special allowances 
and to be provided with servants to the extent of B-s. 100 a month. 
These allowances were to be paid with strictness. In accordance with 
this despatch the bangalow in the Marine Lines was allotted and fur- 
nished and the Admirju took possession of it on the 22nd of November 
1864. His Secretary writing on the Ist December 1864 heads his 
letter Admiralty Bangalow. 

The earliest known reference to an Admiralty House is in 1754. 
Dr. Ives (Voyage from England to India, 1764, page 34) notices 
as the place wWe the AdmirM stays Tank House so called from the 
neighbouring tank. He adds : The Admiral had a chaise and pair of 
oxen, for Indian horses were scarce and of little value, and used to drive 
to Malahdr hill, the end of Old Woman’s island, Marmulla (that is 
Mad Mala the cocoapalm orchard perhaps the spot in Mdhim still 
known as Man Mala but more prolably a general term for tbe Mdhim 
palm-woods), and other places. This Tank House seems to have been 
built as a Government House by Sir J. Wybourne (Deputy Governor, 
1686-1690). A deed of 1715 (.Collector’s Deed File, Becord No. 35) 
describes the boundaries of Sir J. Wybourne’s house as east the road 
to the shipping, west the Green, north the new Smiths’ shops, south the 
Honourable Company’s Bandar. This is the same house which was 
bought from a Mr, John Hill for the Company in February 1715 for 
Bs, 3000 and sold to the same Mr. John Hill in December 1719 (1715 ?) 
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' Beturn of Public Military Buildinge (Bombay Pefences Division) corrected np to 
31st Morob 1881. This sum of Es, 14,677 incluaes tho cost of new servants quarters 
'erected in 1866. 
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for "Rs. ISO (Warden’s Xsindcd Tenares, Bombay Government 
Selection LXIV. 83). 

That the tank from -which Tank IIouBo took its name was close to 
i£ not on the site of the circular tank to the north of the Town Hall, 
is shown by entries in the Bombay Diary of the 3rd and 27th Aiigust 
1742 (Bombay Town Materials, I. 252) regarding the necessity of 
building a wall from the pay ofBce to the Tank House to prevent the 
large tank near the foot barracks and fronting the fort from being 
fomed by bathers and cattle. Nine years later (I^SI) in his map 'of 
Bombay (Voyage to the East Indies, I. 29) Grose shows Tank House 
on this same site. 'When no Admiral was stationed in Bombay, Tank 
■Honso was at this time still used 'as Government House. About 
11 o’clock on the 17th November 1750 (Public Diary 23 of 1750, 
412) the Governor, the Honourable William Wake, attended by 
the Honourable Company’s covenanted servants and the lending inha- 
bitants of the place went from the Tank House to tbe waterside. 
At his going ofi Mr. Wake was saluted with three volleys of small 
arms from part of the Regiment posted there and twenty-one guns from 
the Fort which was answered from the Boseatvett who immediately 
set sail being met at the mouth of the liarhour by His Majesty’s 
ship Tartar which sailed -arith her to a proper distance to the 
westward. So in 1757 and 1758 Govommont support their applica- 
tion to buy Mr. John Spencer’s house, the present Old Secretariat, as 
a Government House for Rs. 15,101-0-91, by explaining that the 
Tank House (Bombay Town Materials, I. 315-316 and Betters to the 
Court Vol, 5 of 1768, 75) is occasionally wanted to accommodate 
the Admirals on their coming to Bombay. The Diary of the 20th 
May 1761 (Volume 38 of 1761, 409-410 and Puhlio ^Department- 
Betters to the Court Volume 8 of 1761, 122) contains tho following 
reference to Tank House as Admiralty House : About 0 o'clock this 
morning departed this life of a sort of apoplexy Charles Steevens Esq. 
Rear Admiral of the Red Squadron of His Majesty’s slups and the East 
India Company’s armed vessels employed in the East Indies. ^ The 
colours of tte Fort aud of all tho sHps in the road wore imme^ately 
struck half staff and the necessary orders issued for solemnizing his 
funeral in a manner suitable to his rank. Accordingly about six 
o’clock in -the evening the Fmsident and Council and other European 
inhaldtants -with Admiral Cornish all the captains and most of tho 
officers of His Majesty’s ships met at the Tank House where the corpse 
- lay, the garrison under arms lining the street from thence to the_ 
church. At about half-past six tbe procession'began and marched in 
■the following order : First.a Brigade of artillery consisting of four pieces 
with a proper number of gunners to serve them: Next 'a detachment 
of 200 men commanded by 'a field officer -with their arms reversed, the 
drums and fifes playing a dead march, then -the' boys of the charity 
' school, and after them the corpse, tho pall being supported by six of the 
senior captains of the squadron. The Governor and Admiral Cornish 
followed as chief mourners, and after them. %ho rest of the captains of 
.His Majesty’s ships, tho Members of Council and other principal inhahi-' 
tants and officers of the Squaffion walking, ,two and two. On tho 
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Beforo the three years were over, on the 13th May 1764 (Pub. Diary 
40 of 1763, 324 and 42 of 1764, 292), the Admiral and Mr. Eichard 
Collins the Commander in His Majesty's Weymouth and other ships 
left Bombay for the MalnbSr Coast and Madras. Soon after, in Octo- 
ber 1764, this and a neighbouring house belonging to Mr. John 
Hunter' were (Bombay Town Materials, II. 469 - 470) bought for the 
Secretary's and other public offices. These buildings were still rised 
as public offices at the time of the 1813 survey whose details settle their\ 
position at the north-west cornet of Elphinstone Circle. (Compare < 
below Secretariat.) After the transfer, in 1 829, of the Secretanat offices 
from this site to the present Old Secretanat, the buildings to the north 
of the Cathedral were used by the Military Department and were 
Imown as the Military Staff buildings. In 1864 during the Share 
Mania time they were (Government Eesolution, General Department, 
Ko. 1328 dated 1st August 1864, and Bombay Collector's Compila- 
tion No, 626-S. of 1863) sold by Government in several lots to different 
persons, the total 'realismg Es. 6,64,138, an amount six times as great 
as the Es. 1,05,000 paid a century before. The details are ; 

Uililary Staff Buildingt Sold, 1SG4 ‘ . 


Zoi 

No. 

• 

Fuichaser. ' 

Area 

Bn. Vd. 
Mate. 

AmoimU 

1 

Mr, Uodibhi) Honnss]! K£ina... 

6q. Tfls. 
4S6S 

£00 

Bb. 

85.111 


.. Ikunanil IjdalJl 

1230t 

145 

1»76.4I4 

s 

•• Merw&nil Fr&injl F&nde ... 

nos 

160 

i,TO.aoa 

4 

•• Mfinekjl Edallt UlknBOtub 

1S32J 

06 

1.17.093 

6 

Ditto 

UCO 

02 

1,0C,720 


Total ... 

EI639 

ssossa 

0,01,133 


The next Admiralty House seems to have been the present Great 
Western Hotel. This house, which is still one of the finest on the island, 
stands in the Bombay ‘Collector's rent roll in Mr. William Hornby's 
name for the first time in 1771-72.^ Mr. Hornby was President and 


> For prerioas entries showing in whoso names this houso stood before 1771-72, see 
below Great Western Hotd. 

Between 1764 and 1770 it is probable somo bouse other than Mr. Hornby's may 
liaTo boon rented occasionally for the Admiral or tbo Hayal Commasdcr-iii-Chicf. 
On the 15th September 1769 tbo Court nrrito (Fab. Bep. Court’s Letters Vol. 8 of 
1769-1771. 114 • 115 and Compilation of Standing Orders Vol. 2 of 1759 - 1788, 841) : 
Notwithstanding tbo directions in the 15th paragraph of oar letter of the Sthinstant (to 
pay at the rate of Hs. 16 or 40 shillings a day to defray the expense of house rent), ns 
it has sinco appeared tliat the commanding -officer of His Majesty's Naval forces in 
the Hast Indies has heen provided with a houso, yon arc therefore to accommodate Sir 
John Lindsay or the Commander^ln-Chicf of His Majesty's ships for the time being 
while he shall reside at yonr Frcsidcncy with a handsome and commodions hoaso at our 
expense as has been usual. Next yenr, on the 3rd December 1770, the Bombay 
Government write to tlio Court (Pub, Dcp. Letters to the Court Vol. 17 of 1770, 
180 and Pub. Diary 55 of^lTTO, 368, 377) : Sir John Jiindsay on the 3rd July 
addressed us a letter on the subject of his allowance and enclosed us copy of a letter to 
him from Mr. Secretary Michcil, dated some days after bis instructions, whereby it 
appeared to *bo your intentions daring bis stay at any of yonr I'rcsidoncios bo sbould be 
allowed a luindsomc end commodions house. Wc therefore ordered the rent- of tlio 
houso he had occupied here to be good and are glad to find the same is conformable to 
your orders of ISlli September 1709 since .received. " ■ ' 
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Govenior from 1771 to 17 8i during wlticli period ho may have onlargeVr 
and improved the building, Mr. Hornby's house must have been 
used ns Admiralty House before 1781. In that year (2tth April 1781, 
Bomba3>- Town Materials, II. 201 - 203) Admiral Sir Edwai-d Hughes re- 
commended the removal of the hospital and of the two surgeons’ houses 
from the Alarinc Yard (the present Doekj^rd). When the decision of 
the Naval Authorities was communicated to them the Medical Auibori- 
ties (I9lh June 1781, Pub. Diary 78 of 1781, 326) gladly offered to 
Ic.ave the Marine Yard provided the bouse the Admiral lately occupied 
with its high dry and healthy rooms, its convenient out-houses, and its 
spacious accommodation fit to receive 4.00 sick Europeans was made over 
to them as an hospital. As this proposal did not find favour Mr. Hornby’s 
house continued to be the Admiralty House. In the following year 
(October 1782)-, .at a monthly rent of Us. 2000, Government leased 
Mr. Hornby’s house for ten years to servo as an Admiralty House. In 
1786 {Bombaj' Town Materials, II. 488-490) part of the house was 
sot aside for the records of the Mayor’s Court and another part for the 
Court House j but in 1788 the Court was turned out to make room 
(Pub. Diaiy llth March 1788, Vol. 92 of 1788, 221) for the officers 
of the list Regiment as no otiicr honso was unoccupied. At the end 
(1792) of the ten years’ lease Government continued to hold part of 
the building at a monthly rent of Rs. 800. The reason why the Court 
was turned out of Hornby House in favour of the officers of the 71st 
Regiment is to be found in a letter of the Court of Directors dated the 
28th January 1782 (Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 10 of 1778-1782, 
297 - 298, 335) ; W<s are sorry to observe, notwithstanding our express 
command that His Majesty’s forces should be properly accommodated 
with barracks or places to lodge in when not in tho field and that in 
general the same attention slionld be. paid to tbeir welEiitc as to that 
of the Company’s own troops, there should have been any ground of 
compliiint on the above account from Port St. George. Copy of a 
letter from Lord Maelcod to the Secretary at War and of his letter 
to us on the subject arc transmitted for your further information, and 
wc now most positively enjoin you to teko cffectu.’il oaro that every 
proper and necessary accommodation bo made for the reception of His 
Majesty’s troops on their ariival at your Presidency.^ The Court 
continue ; The Admiral or Commandcr-in-Chiof of tho Navy in India 
must also be accommodated with a proper house and two houses must 
be provided for tho captains j hut bo tho ntimber of captains oyer so 
great wo cannot allow more than two houses for their reception on 
shore at the expense of the Company. 

Referring to these orders on the 30ih September 1783 (Pub. Dep. 
Letters to the Court Vol. 27 of 1783-84, 26-27; Pub. Diary 
80 of 1782, S88-889, 602-603; Pub. Dop. Letters to the Court 
lOthPcbruary 1784, Vol. 27 of 1783-84, 117) Govemmonk write 
to the Court ; It being necessary to provide a proper house for the 
accommodation of tho Commander-m-Chief of tlio fleet • in Inma as 
directed in your commands of the 25th of January .1782, and tliorc- 
being no otlior in tho place citlier in point o£ sitaation or oonvemonco br 
in any other re.spect so well adapted for Ins residence its a bouse in the 
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Apollo street Iwlonging to tlio President which was ocenpied by 
Adtniral Hughes when he wns at Bomlwy the time lc!orc last, the 
same being very spacious and commodious and contigaeus to and com- 
• inanding a full •tuovv of the docks; And as we were certain' that ilus 
house would 1)0 most agreeable to the Admiral, wo requested tlio Pre- 
sident in Council the 25lli October last (1782) to acquaint us on wlal 
conditions he was willing to let it. He informed us that he would sgreo 
to let it to tlic Honourable Company witli all tlie \vxuvlion«f and 
apputicuance at tbc monthly rent of Its. 2000 provided it was taken 
for the term of ten yc-ars certain, but not for a shorter time. Tlxis 
offer Iming been considered and a schedule of the house and ware- 
houses being laid before us, wo observed that the whole of the 
warehouses w'ould be required and indeed were then mostly occupi‘^1 
for the Company’s service. And that after deducting their tent the 
remainder of the house allotted for the Admiral’s residence would only 
amount to Its. 1095, which, in case of the fleet quitting India, may l« 
applied to other useful and necessary purposes. We therefore resolved 
for the above reasons to take the lionsc on ncconnt of the Ilononrable 
Company at the rent offered for the term of ton years provided yoir 
should approve of it. But should you signify yonr disapprobation thsre^ 
at and give orders for that purpose, it was m.'i^c a special ngrcenicnt that 
upon due notice being given to the omier of sndi diRipprobation the 
lease of the house for tlio remainder of the time that miglit Ijo unospir- 
cd was to bo null and void and tbo Company be liable lor the rent for 
such period only as the house may have been occupied on Uioir account. 
It was also agreed tliat tlio house was to lie in iwrfccl rop.nir when 
received on the part of llie Company, after which common and inciden- 
tal rc2)airs such as whitewashing and glazing, were to 1» at tl>4 
esponeo of tlio Company.^ 

In 1800 when Oio new Bccordor’s Court was established in the m-sln 
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building, the Admiralty fnrnitura allowed to continue to be stored 
m a part o£ Mr. Hornby's House.^ , 

Some time after 1790, perhaps about 1795, Admiralty House must 

have been moved to the great block of buildings to the north of 
Forbes street and west of Apollo street, now used as Messrs. Finlay 
Muir and Company's offices" which Dady Nasarvanji completed be- 
tween 1790 and 1800.® Occasions on wliieh Dady^e Admiralty House 
must have been a centre of business and of gaiety are in 1795 (Low's 
Indian Navy, I. 206) the expedition against the Dutcdiin Ceylon when 
Bear Admiral Rainier left on board His Majesty's Suffolk of 71 guns 
with Oommoioiie Picket in comnoand of the newly built (1793) 
Bomlay of 38 guns; in 1810 (Ditto, 229-231) when Admiral Bertie 
and the Bombay Marine made their expedition to Mauritius; in 1811 
(Ditto, 237) when Bear Admh-al Stopford led an expedition against 
Java; and in 1824i (Ditto, 410-411) when Commodore 0. Grant, C.B., 
fitted out the Asia built in Bombay for the British Navy and led an 
expedition against Rangoon. In 1845 this great block of buildings 
is described at page 16 of the Bombay Calendar and Almanac as the 
Dady Buildings formerly known os Admiralty House. And in the 
conveyance dated the 13th December 1867 from the trustees of the 
Land Mortgage Loan to Mr. A. A Sassoon the property is described 
as formerly called or known by the name of Admiralty House.^ 
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' 1 Bombay Town MatcnaU, 111. 47 -4S. The Court must be credited trttb a monthly 
sum of Rs. 50 being tbe amonnt repaired to hire a godown if the Admiralty fnmitnre 
did not continue stored in the house. 

^ These buildings arc (1894) otvned by tbe heirs of the htte Afr. S. D.^Sassoon. The old 
title-deeds recite (Indenture dated 17th Jannaiy 1321) : Whereas the said Dady ITasar7.Inji 
did some time in or about the year of Christ 1790 [rail down and demolish all the said 
messuages and dwelling houses in order to erect a set of buildings on the site thereof, and 
on or about the year of Christ . . . the said Dady Nasarrdnji completed tbe erection and 
building of four large tenements to which he gave tiie name of Dady's Buildings. Dady 
IVasarvilnji died in 1799. -The details bearing on the erection of the Dady Buildings 
are : Committee of Buildings’ Consultation of the SOth December 1788 (Diary 177 of 
1787 - 1793, 76] records : Bc^ a petition from Dady ffasarvilnji craving leave to rebuild a 
lionse situat)^ in the street leading past the Qovemor’shonse towards the Apollo Gate, and 
also to three warehouses under one roof situated in the street leading along the back part 
of the garden belonging to the Governor’s house i on which the clerk of the works reports 
that the alterations and repairs proposed by the petitioner will not in either case infringe 
any regulations of Government. Agreed therefore to recommend that the rec^nest of the 
petitioner may he granted. Seven years later it is recorded : On the 23rd May 1793 
'Dady Nasarvdnji applied for rehnilding some honscs in Forbes’ street which arc in decay- 
ed condition for whoso repairs he has spent a largo sum of money from time to time. 
He hae consnltcd several of the professional gentlemen in order to settle a plan for a body 
of warehouse and dwelling houses which may he ornamental to the town nnd with the 
building so disposed ns to nllow free currents for the air at the warm season of the year. 
On tluB a Consultation of the Cth June 1795 (Committee of Bnildings’ Diary 178 _ of 
1794, 99) records : Bead a petition from Dady Hasarv&njt. The committee ate of opinion 
that leave may bo granted to him to raise his now hnilding in Forbes’ street to the height 
bo desires ns spemBcd in the petition. . . 

s Daring tho last years of tho’ eighteenth and tho first years of tlio_ nineteenth 
century the house which in accoidanco with the Court’s Orders of the _2oth January 
1782 ivas allotted to the Naval Commanders was General Jones' house in the filnnno 
stiect that.is tho present Port Trust Apollo Bonded Warehouse. Compare Bombay 
Town Materials, II. 494 and III. 47; Pub. Diary of 1797, 964 nnd 938 j Pub. Diary of 
1793, 287 s I’nh. Diary of 1804, 8G3 and 1043-1045. - 

Between 1801 and 1840 the following notices relate to tho BnilcKngs tint wero nsed 
ns Admiralty Houses: Mr J. J. Johnson’s letter (to Government), dated Aelmirilty 
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TIic following notcrecords tlio beginnings of the Arestul : In 1767 
a Committee iras appointed to find a proper spot for a smiUis’ 'simp 
'and carpenters’ ‘jTinl. On -the 2Srd Fcbniarj' 1767 the Comraitloo 
reported that the onlj'- spot witliin tlie town walls proper, for the pur- 
pose \ras to the cast end of tlie Bandar irardionsc (the present 1189 #1 
Customs House), between it and the Castle, whereon then stood an oM 
'liou'fic belonging to the heirs of the late Baman dira deceased. On 
the loth March 1767 Government directed tlwt Baman lira’s house 
be purchased at Bs. 5510 as valued by the land paimastcr.* 

^ A Surat letter to Bombay of tlio 4lh July 1C76 shows that the two 
horn works to be added to the Castle in tliat year were, to' include 
quarters for the garrison.® 

‘ In June 1703 the Court recommended the building of barracks soinc- 
wbero near tlio Fort, tliat is the Castle. They directed tlmt tlm ^ 
soldiers should be kept under strict military discipline and not^ siiltercrl ‘ 
4(0 lie a night out of the fort or barracks. Bcgarding the polilions’^food 
tlio Court at the same time expressed the necessity of appointing a 
,sutler_to provide and oversee that the prorisions bo good and whole- 
some.* 


t 

. A report from the land paymaster, dated the loth Janiwry 1741, 
mentions foot barracks built near the aiint, tliat is te the north-dastof 
the Castle about thirty-six years ago (tliat is in 1705). These banaeks 
are to liayo l>ccn built of walls of clinnam nud stone not filxivc 
inclics tliick covered with a tcri'aco because tliey were 
aiot able to stand .an upper storey. In 2 70S, .apparently before nows 
of tlie biulding of the barracks rc.-iclicd them, tlio Court positively 
required, all excuses apart, that Inrracks for the soldiers be built and a 
good sutler engaged for wmil of which they b.id hc.ard the soldiers 
lodge with the natives W'ho soon poiron them. A £o\v ycais 
after tlie foot barracks were built, tlio terrace liecamc exceedingly Icakv 
and rendered the barracks very wet and prcjudieuil to the heallli of 


"T*' ky lli“ Cflmnrti..l<r.in.Clu,r to 

In IM- h.m«- irmil tnpi.nirt,i.-ne.. 
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the people. • It was therefore judged expedient that without taking 
up the terrace and pavement a roof i^onld he raised over it. This 
roof was accordingly made hut of such had materials that dming 
his survey in 1741 the engineer found it ready to fall in. The 
rafters were entirely rotten and decayed, the greatest part of the 
ridge timbers were broken, and the main beams were cracked through, 
in several places.^ 

In 1736 representations wer^ made of the inconvenience of the 
guard rooms and of the foot barracks near the Mint. These buildings 
are described as not near large enough for the number of Tluropeans 
Government had on shore in. the time of the rains. The guard rooms in 
particular arc said to be very damp and so incapable of sheltering the 
people from the inclemency of the season as to occarion the loss of some 
of the inmates. In these circumstances on the 8th October 1736 
Government resolved that the necessary repairs and additions to 
accommodate the scldiers be made without any superfluous charge to the 
Honourable Company.® 

Up to 173S Ensigns were accommodated in the east curtain in the 
fort. In that year their apartments, which were very old and under- 
mined by rats, fell down. Government ordered them to be re-built in 
i the most frugal manner possible.® . 

' In 1741 a special survey of the foot barracks showed that the 
upper roof had for .some years back been supported by a few stanchions 
fixed in the common bariack. But these stanchions very much in- 
commoded the people and likewise were liable to be thrown down, thus 
making the whole building in danger of falling in by the excessive 
weight of the terrace pavement and roof, the walls being not of sub* 
stance snflicient to support so great a weight. The engineer esteemed 
it higlily expedient that without loss of time the terrace shoold he taken 
ofE as well as the roof and that new beams should' be fixed and an 
entirely new roof erected of the best materials m the most substantial 
manner. The cost was estimated at Bs. 4041. On the 80th January 
1741 Government resolved that the defects he remedied according to the 
proposal of the engineer and that the work he performed with the best 
and most substantial materialB but without any superfluous charge.^ 

An entry in the Bombay Diary of the 14th August 17 53 states that as 
the Honourable Company have ordered barracks to he erected and as it 
was impossible to enlarge the existing barracks, the military paymaster 
and the clerk of the works should pitch upon some place proper for the 
purpose.® In the end, as no suitable site could be found, an addition 
to the existing barracks was sanctioned by the Court in their letter of 
26th March 1755.® 

In 1757 Sir James Eoulis proposed a scheme for building barracks 
at the cost of the soldiers’ daily dram instead of at the expense of tho 
Honourable Company. The Court so warmly approved of Sir James’ 


1 Bom'bay Town Materials, III. 81, 01.32. ' * Bombay Town. Materials, III. 83^ 

3 Bombay Town Materi.ils, III. 83. * Bombay Ton-n M.ntcrinls, III. 01 -93, 

8 Bombay Town Materials, III, 120. ' Bombay Town Materials, III. 123. 
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jT<Jiw>'rtl lliftl Ml tlw C5tli Ajuil 17&? OpV ciirpct<*il tlwl lJ»o T/ttililinjj 
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stic«v"*li'tl Sir Janie- loalii, nrrrwiJ ri'f^nljnf' tfr; want trf Ijrtrrackp. 

Inif tlie [‘miveal r<f iwyirtf* for tfi^nn at the w>t of tlic loldier*' 

At n CoaMilfation on tho SOHi Oelol-er 175? Govrinment con- 
fidi'rttl t !i/» nattiT and c-jneum**! in th<* «««« *ity of Irirraeirii owl 

j'nijviT ftjartinentM for ofilrersi. As t!w cftt}»rnl»'r!s* yanl, n lillle powlU 
of tlw orii*innt OnMMn'. Iltni"** nl lh« mrlh-'a.'-t corn'-r of Elpliin* 
otrm** Girc!t'^ wnfi jnilmvl lltg fittejit for hail«lin;» tl*.* Inmoks and 
nj«rfin‘'rit?i, CJnvomijvnl ro-.-'lml iJiat Owyl-' l«iiU there n*. roonitopoi- 
whiO and the I'arivntiTs rcfiiovinl i‘t'.ru'hcrv*. Fur lh:*« purpo-c ftovem- 
Tn-'nt npi-ointitl Major Fra-er nnd Mr-j.r-. Hyftdil and Ifomby, tt^cthcr 
v-'itJi the firinejjrtl onpinf^-r, tt.e.imiiiiltiH,«for mrvvyinp tla* carjiontore’ 
yard, pitfihtpp on a j»rei»'r j*la« for n-niovinp tliwo worlntwa to, and 
nilijoinini; o plan oml oslininte of t!w fxj-.‘n'o wlndi inipht ollcwl 
lioilfUtiir the raid Inrmeks awl opattmenls for th.e f)flii>TA. 'ilic coin- 
milttf r>'pr<.-'‘*-ntc<l the mri-'nlerj*' yartl to 1-r » pr.ij'erploeeforhnthlinjj 
Inrraekrt, Jlnl the r»*^uife<l phn «-oohl not clmn-n on!e‘'n the j-apl 
and 111" Co;njnnj‘V Irttty wandiou'f'’ adjorninp therein were cleared* 
(joveitifiK'iit direetofl ("t*th No^trid*-r th<’ wareIiotPo-!:<‘«*j'cr nnd 
land i».nynia'der tei c»^in|dy thrnnvitfi n't j.vm a*- t»iv .-Side and onlemlthc 
nnrvhou-e'he'pif to inijnire vih*»lher any otlwr wnrehowrcs proj'or for 
lodpinjr prain were to K* jiroeanoi.* 

At a C«rindt,il}on of the lotli January 1700 tlio;Boanl rc.Til the 
fnllowinp letter from the Barrack Conimittcof Hai-inp, afpronlily to 
your onlorf, esniuir.cU tlwlntty wnrehouH'** nliout the old liirdwr yard 
a" nlft> the little l»rn»ck now ocenpictl hy part of the Ilonourahle tVin- 
Jinny’s troojw, we ate of opliuon that hr removing tlw King’s artillery 
jHOple iulo the aliovcmcnlioaMl little lorraek^ ^whicli wc apprehend 
will l>o Midieient to arcomrondatc them) tluv^e in which tlicy now oro 
antii the adjacent wnwhou'-ca may lie converted into haTraebs for the 
llononrohle Conipany^B Infantry, nad, by nddinp some pillars, ajcirt- 
inents for officers may 1"5 misMl by xn.aking light walls of brick and 
tind«r, Ujion mature con'ideralion this ajtpcars to us the most rca«on- 
nbio and pjqicililions methiMl th.it can 1« Cafien ^ upon to comply 
■with our Ilonoundde Masters’ commands. It will abo bo of lets 
hindrance to the other public works in hand, as it will not tvfjniro so 
iiiany work'i'cojde as if a new Imilding had to l»o rahed. On reading 
thin rejiort Government order tliat PUitaWc directions Iw given the 
jirincipal engineer nnd the new fortillcation jwymastcr for jirococding 
llicrcon.® 

Tlio plan of fortifications carried out lictwccn 3757 and ITCd neecs- 
sitated the erection of new guard rooms in place of the accommotlation 
at the A|>ollo Gate. A Consultation of the 5Ui Juno 1704 njcoids : The 
new works nl the niaiino battery liaving rendered the former gu.ird- 
room improper for the nccominoilation of tlie guard at the Apollo givtc^ 


• Usmliny Town MalerWs Til. 130. 135-133. 

• rub. Diwy 31 oflTCO, 43.11, llornWy Town MntCrlal*, III, ISC. 
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and tbe Major representing that it is absolutely necessary to have 
some house to shelter the men from the weather during the approaching 
rains, it is directed that he and the clerk of the works survey the place 
and pitch upon a spot for erecting a strong shed which, as there has 
been lately a gpiard room built for the officer, we imagine, will be 
sufficient for the men. Agreeably to this order Mr. A. Werner on the 
19th June reports: According to your orders I have inspected into 
the Castle for a place for new guard rooms to be built for a captain and 
two subalterns. The properest place that I find is over the gateway 
which will consist of a hall and a closet for the captain and one room 
on each side for the subalterns, agreeable to the plan here enclosed. 
On perusing Captain-Lieutenant .^drew Werner's letter with a plan 
of the guard rooms proposed in the Castle, Government ordered (19th 
June 1764) that a calculate of the expense be prepared and laid l^ore 
them for their notice.^ 

In a letter of the Slst December 1769 Colonel Charles Pemble 
writes to Government : The preservation of our Europeans in this 
■ country being an object of the highest consequence, I beg leave to 
subject to the judgment of your Honour whether their remaining on Old 
Woman's island daring the fair season of the year will not greatly 
, conduce to this effect. The great benefit the Enropeans have derived 
from the short time they have been encamped there, is obwous in every 
point. Drunkenness, that bane to discipline, appears already in a manner 
abolished and the health of the men consequently bettor preserved. The 
salubrity of the situation is likewise a very favourable circumstauce. 
i Tbe troops at this time bear testimony of it in their countenance, and 
tlio great advantage they have when off dnfy of amusing themselves in 
a rational and manly manner instead of sinking into every kind of 
dehauchcry arc motives for tlic measure 1 recommend, which, I am 
convinced, will have their due weight with the Honourable Board. 
^ The duty of the garrison may also as well be earned on by^ the troops 
' being cantoned on Old Woman's island as if they remained in the Fort 
with the difference only of relieving the guards every second morning. 
A standing shed or sheds with the rear, part walled up, to shelter the 
troops from land winds, and the front open to the advantage of the 
sea air with gunnies to drop occasionally, would answer the purpose 
of barracks exceeding well, and with occasional small repaire will sbind 
a number of years. The officers may bo cantoned in bangalows in the 
t^rear of the shed which may. be erected on the Bengal plan at a very 
reasonable expense.® 

On this letter from Colonel Femhlo on the 23rd February 1770 
Government resolve ; ‘'Tho land paymaster is directed to erect the 
eheds' and bangalows recommended by the Colonel, in which he must 
observe the utmost frugalily and make use of cocoanut trees where it 
can be done with propriety.® . 
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'* Bombay Town Materials, III. 141 -143. 

» Pub. Diary 55 of 1770, 142-143. This passage is intcrcBtiog as explaining bow 
^ the Bombay eonutiy lionsc came to be known as tbe Bangolow, that is, the Bengali 
'bouse. . * Pub. Diary 65 of- 1770, 137. 
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In 1777 the InrracltB on Old Woman's island wore mit o£ repair and 
not in nse. Thoy tvantod files, \rindow shniim, doors, and flooring. 

In spile ol tlic cost .*it wliich tliesc barmclcs trere Iniilt tiic Europeans 
lodged in fonts. On flio 29tlj October 1777 Government ordered Uiat •- 
tlio Ijarmoks be put in proper order for llic reception -of the Europeans 
then encamped in tents. They further directed Uiai plans and estimates 
of Iho oxpoiiso of erecting on Old IVoman's island n range of barracks 
fniflicient to accommodate Ibc ofllccrs of two Initalions, and also a plan 
and estimate of the expenro of building separate bangalows for tticm 
upon ibo plan proposed by Colonel Pcmble in Tifarch 1770, shonld bo 
prepared.* ^ 


In 1076 tbo English bniying ground wjw ^^no^vn ns hfcndliam’s 
Point. In bis letter dated 15th January 2675 E_r. Fryer (New 
Acnotini, 07) writes : Tl«e English linvc only a Imrying place called 
Afendharn’e Point from the first man^s name there interred, where arc 
some few tomlis that make a pretty show at entering tbo Imvon. 

For nbout ciglity years nticr the transfer of Bombay to tbo English 
flic Roman Calitolic bnrml ground was \rilbin tbo limits of (he town. 
Inl740tlio Gntliolio Bishop represented (Pub. Diary 13 of 1739-40,''' 
355) tbo inconvcnicnco of tins place and obtained from Govern- 
ment a site without the toum wall in exchange Tor a spot bclongihg to 
tbo Roman Catholics within the town wall. A Consultation of the 
3rd October 1740 contains the follotviiig entry; Tlio Romish BUiop 
represents tlic want of a spot of ground for a burying place, ilic 
prc.sent one being on the public high road and tlioroforc' greatly’ 
jneonveniont j he requests an assignment of a certain parcel belonging 
to the nonourablc Company in lien of which ho offers another' parcel 
to bo by Iiim made over. As wo presume onr Honourable blasters 
will not disapprove such an appropriation, it is ordered tliat the over- ’ 
seer of the oarts do snrvcy and report the situation and value of the 
place designed, when ■we shall determine in what manner to gratify the 
Romish Bishop. Ilireo weeks later the Diary of ilio 27th October 
1740 records (Pub. Diary 13 of 1739-40, 374); In pursnanco of the 
reference to the overseer of the oarts for ascertaining the ^nluc and 
situation of the ground requestod by the Bishop, ns well ns that by 
him tendered in lien tiiorcof, tbo overseer now presents a letter together ^ 
■tvith the voreadorcs* valuation of 'the two parcels, the difference being 
Es. 439-2-12 in favour of tbo Honourable Company, Tliongbby their 
standing orddtn it is forbidden to alienate their oarts, yet' ns that proposed 
to'bc mado over is within the town 'U'all and tlic otlior witliout, designed 
■wholly for a burying plnco, wo arc willing to hope onr Honourable 
Masters ivill not disapprove tboreof. It is agreed to comply until this 
request, and the overseer is accordingly directed to make uolivoty and 
receive possesion ^^ither wth the Ra 439-2-12 above specified. 

In connection with the clearance outside of Apollo Gate, die Prindpal 


‘ * 13oiii1].iy Toau Xln^crlds, m, ^7C. Tlicsa linrracks were locatcil In tlic scawnnl 
portion of the present Gnb Cnrnngc Faetbry. Dlcliinsoirs Finn of 1814. , 
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Engineer Major Maee, on the 22nd July 1759, wrote to Government 
(Bombay Town Materials/II.468) : There is an absolute ncccsBity for 
pulling do^ or otherwise destroying the village without the Apollo Gate 
together udtJi cocoamit trees and houses adjacent, also flie walls 
and other buildings in and about the burying ground. The reasons are 
that those places jointly or separately are capable of concealing and 
covering a great number of troops should an enemy land on or near Old 
Woman’s island. They will ho found proper places for them to occupy and 
commence their approaches. From them also any enemy can greatly 
annoy the garrison, and in one night be able to make the i)osition so 
tcnablo tliat our whole strength could hardly force them to abandon it. 

At a Consultation of the 2dth January 1760 the Board received the 
following letter dated 25th Januarj' 1760 from the Principal Engineer ; 
Your Honour were pleased to approve of my representation in regard 
to the inconvenient and dangerous situation of the buildings before 
tlio Apollo Gate. As I humbly apprehend that to secure the defence of 
this town 3 ’'our Honour’s intentions were to include the burj’ing ground 
amongst the other buildings which your Honour were pleased to give 
me orders to Iiavc pulled doum, I Iiavo in conEcqucncc looked out for 
the most convenient spot for a burying ground just without the 
limits of 400 3 'ards of the town. This spot is in a cocoanub garden 
near tlio water side at the nether end of the Moormen’s old buiying 
place. I hope your Honour will bo pleased to take this into con- 
sideration that if j’ou are pleased to think proper no more bodies 
may bo buried in the old ground, as tbo longer the old ground is con- 
tinued as a burying p;round tbo moro*it must delay the opportunity of 
converting that spot into a defence instead of leaving it an easy means 
for an enemy to avail themselves of such advantage? 

On lliis the Board pass the following order : The Principal Enm- 
ncer proposing an oart for a burjnng ground in conscqucnco of tlio 
necessity for discontinuing the burial of any people without iho Apollo 
Gate, j\£cssrs. Byfcid and Hornby aro appointed a Committee with him 
for inquiring whether any other proper place can be pitched on to 
avoid tho ckpense of purcliasing the said oart.*’ 

On the 4th hinrch tho Board read a letter from tho Committee 
appointed to inquire after a proper place for a burj’ing ground. _ As 
the Committeo recommend the snot pitched on by the Principal Engineer 
and advise that it should he enclosed with-a wall to bo built out of tho 
chm'ch stock, it is agreed that tlio Provisional Collector bo ordered to 
remove the sixteen small houses situated in tho oart Sonapur and seven 
others in one adjacent thereto, the property of Bana Limji, also to 
purchase the eleven cocoanut trees mentioned in tlioir letter. Tho 
question of enclosing tho ground with a wall is reforred to tho Church 
Warden’s consideration.® 

At their Consultation of tho 10th Juno 1760 Government resolved 
(Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 441) that no more bodies bo buried in tbo 
usual place at Mendham’s Point ; that the buildings tlicro be pulled down 
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ngrccablo to n 'Ecsolotion of tho 7th August 1759 ;’_‘and that' the 
Kov. hir. Howell be diTected to biriy iu lutoro at tlic place lately 
pitched on witliout tlio Church Gate. Some difltculfy in tho way of 
carrying out those orders must have arisen as on tho 3rd February 1761 
Major Mace repeats tho complaint; On the south-west of tho town a 
body of troops might bo lodged and Weltered within two hundred yards 
of the place, under cover of houses, walls, banks, holes, trees, and a 
buiaung ground wtb laigc monuments. Under favour of these means 
of shelter an enemy might npproadi nnscen within a few paces of tho 
Apollo Gatc.i 

A Cqnsult.ation of the 14th Soptomhor 17G2 records : Tlie oart of 
Fakirsliaw Janulla being w'cll situated for n bnt 3 'ing ground, it is 
ordered tliat it bo appropriated to tliat use, and that it be enclosed with 
palisades and dwarf wall about a foot and a half high. After this no 
person wliatovcr is to ho buried in the Cbuxcb yard. And that no 
iuconrcnicnco may result to the fortifications, no tombs in tho new 
groiind arc to bo erected above a foot high. Hiis must be observed as a 
standing order and be issned to tbo Cliaplain and Church Wardens 
accordingl}'.- 

A Consultation of 22nd IMarch 1763 records: The new burying 
ground being now finished, and as tho hnijung in the Cliurch 3 *ard 
wluch has for some time been forced upon ns, will, in the opinion 
of our surgeons, prove prejudicial to tho health of tho inhabitants in 
this hot climate, the Cliaplain must bo ordered not to bnrj’’ any more 
bodies there in future.^ • 

On tbo 2Grd December 1767 tlio Principal Engineer reports: Tho 
road from Churdi (3ato to the black town is carried very near its full 
Icngili of 860 T'ords. Another branch from this road leading C72 feet 
to tho English hurjnng ground is nearlj' finished.* 

On Uxe 151h February 1780 tho Principal Engineer blr. Laxvrence 
Kilson writes : 1 h.avc removed a vciy' large and ci^tcnsivc sand bank on 
that part of the csplanado next to the sea. At tbo same time I was 
under tho necessity of leaving the burying groimd untouched along 
^whose whole longth of SSO and half of its breadth of 240 feet runs a 
sand bank more than eight feet high above the common level and not 
more tliau five hundred 3 'ards from the nearest cannon of tho place. 
As this renders it very conamodious for an enemy to erect batteries on, 
the removal of tbo burial ground becomes liigbly adrisablc. As it is 
necessary to have another place appointed for thepnrpose of buiying tho 
dead, I have to request 3 'our Honour’s orders for onclosiug another., 
place for that purpose where your Honourable Board diall plcaso to 
direct. After this, as soon as it shall bo judged proper or bo found 
absolutely necessary, tbo high bank on the present burying ground m.ay 
he removed. On tlio 8 th March 1780 Government ordered that tho 


1 Fub, Diary 36 oE 1761, 146-147. This passage sboivs that jMcndltam's grannd M-aa 
still (1761) in use. - « 

■ » Pub. Diory .SO oE 176!^ 030. Comp, of Stanaing Orel. Vol. 2 of 1730 - I7SS, 191. 

* Pub. Diary 40 of 1763, 195. Comp. o£ Standing Old. Vol. 2 of 1750 -1788, 192. 

■* Pab. Diaiy 40 of 1767, 734 - 766. ^ ’ 
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Principal Engineer examine and fix upon a proper spot for a new 
biirj^ing ground, taking care that it be at such a distance from the works 
as not to be liable to any fiu'ilier removal.^ 

At a Consultation of the 10th April 1780 the Board received the 
following -letter from the Principal Engineer dated 30th March 
1780: In obedience to tlic orders of your Honourable Board, 1 have 
examined the ground on the starts of the esplanade in order to fix on a 
proper spot for a bturial place. I am of opinion that none is so proper 
as a spot situated behind the sepo}' hospital which is at present occupied 
only by a few huts ; its situation is so much more convenient for the 
purpose as it lias a rising ground. This spot of ground is about 73 
j'ards long and 42 broad. If 3''our Honour sball approve of the same, 
I request I may have an order for enclosing it.® 

On tliis the Board observe : Bead the above letter from the Principal 
Engineer. Ordered that the siiot therein pointed out bo appropriated 
for a hurjnng ground and enclosed with a wall of masonry.® 

On the Gih Septemhor 1780 the Board read the folloxring letter from 
Licut.-CoIoncI Lawi-cnco Nilson, Principal Engineer, dated 6tli Septem- 
ber 1780: Inconsequence of some objections made by the principal 
surgeons to the situation of the place I lately* reported to j^our Honour 
as a convenient spot for a new bnr3'ing ground, I did request the favour 
of tlieni to give their opinions in writing in order to lay tlio same 
before 3'our Honourable Board. Tliis tlio}- have done, and Iliayc now 
the honour to enclose the same. As, in the opinion of the princiiial 
surgeons tliat situation will prove inconx’enient to the hospital, I am of 
opinion tliat some of the o.arls about one or two hundred 3’ards further 
w’ould answer vcr3' well or at Old Woman’s island.* 

The letter from the principal surgeons was as follows : Agreeable 
to 3'our desire, we have examined the ground at prc-'ent proposed for a 
burying place. We arc of opinion it is too near the sepoy lios]iital, 
and will render it unlieallhy. Also that the military honour’s wliich 
are alw’a3*s paid to deceased ofliccrs and soldiers will prove highly 
prejudicial to the sick and w’oundcd.® 

On these two letters tlie Board ordered that the Engineer be directed 
to look out for another spot ns we do not approve his proposal of 
putting the Corapan3' to the expense of purchasing an oart.® 


Before 1G75 according to Dr. Fryer (Nexv Account, 67), though it 
.was mightily desired, the English on Bombay bad no church. About 
17 20 Hamilton (Now Account of the East Indies, 1. 187 - 188) writes : 
Notwithsh'inding tlio Company w'as at so mucb charge in building 
forts, they had no thoughts of building a cimreh. Sir George Oxindon 
began to build a diuroh, and charitsihlo collootions wore gathered for 
that use. But xvhen Sir George died (1069), piety grow sick and the 


I IlomljW Town Itfotcrlnls II. 485 --ISO - Pnl). Diary 77 011780, I.'ii. 

* I’nli. Diary 77 of 1780, 1 19. Cnmii. of SlanlinR Onl, Vol. 2 of 1 7.'i9 -1783, 200. 

* I'nli. Diary 77 of I7S0, 375- 370. * Pub. Diary 77 uf 1780, 370. 

* Bom. Gov. CjnauUxtioii G'.h Bciit. 1780, 1’nb. Diaiy 77 of 1780, 873. • 
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building of churches ^rns grown unfoEhionablo. Indeed it was a long 
■while before the island had people enough to lill a chapel that was in 
tlic fort; for ns fast ns recruits came from Britain, they died in 
Bombay, which got the island a lud name. 

Tlic Fort Cliapol, whidi consisted of two rooms in the Governor’s 
house, was before long considered unsuitable for Service. On tlie 
lltli January 1670 Sumt writes to Bombay (SurotFnet Out. li. B. 2 
of 1675-70, 22) : To creeling the Cliurdi and the place where, we 
flmll luivo timo enough to con.«idcr ilicrcof, seeing we cannot get in 
luind with it till we linrc an answer from the Honourable Company. 

A week later, 17th January 1676 (Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 2 of 1075-76, - 
26- 27) Surat writes to Uio^ Court : The building of a Qinrrii or 
clin]>c1 in Bombay is certainly a work which well deserves that 
pious zc.al yon arc pleased to entertain thereof. The reasons arc 
obvious ; and wore iheto no other, that of inviting the natives^ and 
islrangcrs to a reverence and cinhtacing of our ■wholly reformed religion 
were of force, wlio now^ can lave lilne knowledge Uioreof in regard ' 
our public worship being performed in the hall belonging to your 
Fort. It is nelUter safe to admit them, and if it were, there is no 
room, the place being fcarco capable of those few people you have. 
We judgim it a matter of sucli import^ iliat wo would _ not begin 
or determino the place form or dimensions of the fabric without 
your order. Wo now send yon a draught tliereof which will ho 
capacious to contain about 1 OOO people, the form projiortioDable to 
our usual cliurchcs in England, to bo plain and free from superfluous 
ornament or charge. The way proposed for raising money is voluntory 
contribution whereunto to our comfort we observe all your servants 
freely and conscientiously inclined, some offering one year's wages, some 
linlf a year’s, and the lc.nsl a quarter. These contrilmtions ■u'o hope by 
degrees will raise snflicicnt to lay a fair found.ation. The rest wo 
humbly recommend to your exemplary charity. Wl>at is already 
Kuhsenbed among us "Wc Iiavo desired yo\ir cbaplains Mr. Jobu Franca 
Mr. Ilobcrt Ford and Air. William Flower to see laid out in materials 
of brick, stonc-fneing, lime, and timber, and to keep an account of 
■w’Lat is disbursed thereon that it 00 . 15 ' be (ho Ijottor carried on when 
5 'our order comes. The i)l.ico is not 3 'ct fiillj' resolved on. Some i>roposo 
the Church should hccrcctcd on Alcndhom’s Point which is our usual bnr}*- 
ing place, and that were proper enough ns to ourselves. But it ■^■ill not 
ans'tvcr our main design of inviting the natives to repair thereunto and 
observe the gravity and purilj' of our devotions. For that pkicois quite 
out of tbo way of concourse and will seem wbollj* appropriated to the 
English. Wliorofore others tliink it may bo as convenient to build tlio 
Churcli near tlio present to^wn or between it and the place designed for 
the English and Europeans to inhabit in, and to bo adjoining to the 
high road leading to the great sh-cct or bazllr of tlio present to'wn, to 
the end tliat being open and free to all to enter ■wilbont scruple, some 
may bo persuaded at first out of curiosity to visit it and our way of 
devotion therein ; and at length when the merciful plcnsnrc of God 
shall tliink good to touch ihem with a sense of the eternal welfare of , 
• their souls, tlicj' maj' bo convinced of their error, sensible of tlioir ‘ 
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present dangerous uncertain wanderings, and desirous to render them> 
solves happy in a more sure way of salvation which we pray God grant 
in his good time. To the latter opinion we at present incline, hut 
shall govern ourselves by your wise judgment. AVe do all agree that 
the Church must not he far distant from your Fort to say not above 
80 rods which is distant enough for the security of both in time of 
danger. _ Also that tho plain bo loft open and free from other buildings 
between it and the Fort j all which we humbly recommend to your 
Honour’s determination. Only, in regard the fabric requires the 
greatest care we can employ therein, wo entreat that an able builder or 
surveyor may bo sent out to undertake and oversee the work, for 
whose salary you may please to agree and order it to he paid out of 
the money received for tlie use of the church, to which account it 
ought to be charged. 

On Uio 2nd Jul 3 ' 1684 the Court write to Sniat (Pub. Dep, CourPs 
Letters A’'ol. 1 of 1G81-1G85, 93) ; We having now ordered one-half of 
your shipping to load directly at Bombay untbout going at all to Surat 
or Swalley, it will be convenient that 3 'on should proceed to GniEh the 
great Clmrdi, which we hear is carried up as far as tlio wall plates, 
or roof rests, wanting onl}* a roof. To this 3 'ou may induce our 
commanders and odlccrs to make voluntary contribution, as they have 
to ilie hospital and fine ebureb at Fort St. Georgo, which arc both 
now completcl}' finished. A Bombay gcncml letter to the Company, 
dated 29tli December 1086, has the follo%ving (Bombay Tovra Materials, 
II. 435) ; Tbo now Dcpui 3 ' Governor, Sir John AV 3 'bounio, has mado 
the house in the Fort much more commodiou.s than over it was, having 
fitted up a very convenient chapel out of two rooms situated in the 
middle of the house, where there is room enough for four times the 
number of people tliat wo have on iliis island (Sec. Out L. B. 4 of 
1077-1687, 41-42). 

Perhaps because of this improvement to tbo Fort Chapel no furtlier 
progress was made with the great Church till 1715.* On the 
21st Septemher 1714 the Kov. Kichard Cobbe Chaplain arrived in 
Boraba 3 ' from England.® On his arrival llio Governor, the Hononrablo 
W. Aislabie, gave Mr. Cobbe a convenient diamhor near his own lodgings 
in the Fort and near the chapel. After some montlis’ csporionco, Mr. 
Cobbe considered the pciforming public devotions under lock and key 
in two upper rooms in the Fort or Castle beat into ono inconvenient 
and unsuitable. Accordingly on Sunda 3 ’’ tlio 19tb June 1715, being tbo 
first Sunda 3 ' after Trrail 3 ’-, ho xircacbcd a sermon advocating the building 
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> namilton (I^cw Account of tlic Bust Imlics, 7. 187-188) n-ritcB : Tlicro n-cro reckoned 
above JCSOOO bad been gntbered towards IraUdin^ tbo clinrcli, bnt Sir .Tobn Child 
(A.n. 1C90), when Ifo enme to reip^n in Bombay, converted tlio money to his own nsc, 
nnd never more wis beard of it. 'J’ho avails were bnilt by his predecessors to five yards 
}ji^],- and so it continued till tiic year, 1715, that Mr. Boono caino to tbo chair, who sot 
about building it, and in five years time finisbed it by ins own bcncvoicnco ond other 
gentlemen who by liis perEnnsions were brongbtinto contribute. Tlio Company also 
contributed something townnls that pious end. 

s B. Cobiic’s Account of tbo Bombay Church (1760), Hi. v. vi. Bom. Qunr. Bevjow, 111, 
(1850), 37. 



[Historical 


6S2 BOUBJiY TOW 


Obaptor Z. ' 
XustitutionS’ 
Caunaass. 
Bombay 
Church, 
1715-1718. 


of a cliurclifor God’s Lbnoar and Eorvice, according to tlw tiso of the 

Church o£ England, that all the island might see the English liad some 
religion among them, and that the Heathens and Muliammadans and 
Papists round about might in time be brought over as converts to the 
profession of tlie Church of England.^ 

'After sermon, says -Mr. Oobbo, according to custom, I -waited on 
^0 Governor tlw Honoutablo William Aislabic Esqr. at bis lodgings 
in tho Port before dinner. Tho Governor was pleased to address me 
very friendly in these words : * Well Doctor, yon liave been very 
zealous for tho church this morning.' I replied : 'Please your Honour, 

I think there was occasion for it and I hope without offence.' The 
^ Governor said : * Well ihen, if we must have a church, we will have a 
church I Do j'ou see and get a hook made, and see what every one 
•will contribute towards it, and I will do first.' GPhis was accordingly 
done, leaving a blank for the Company’s subscription which -was after- 
wanls filled ivitli Hs. 10,000, A rupee is ha lf a crown. 

Tho Ilonourahlo W. Aislabic Esq., General and Governor of 
Bombay, cave leave for tho bnilding of Bombay Church the I9th Juno 
1715. The Worshipful Stephen Strutt Esq., Deputy Governor of 
Bombay, laid the first stone the ISthNovemher 1715, TheHononrablc 
Charles Boone Esq., President and Governor of Bombay, gave order 
for tho opening tho chnrdr of Bombay tho 25th December 1718." 

' In a letter of 5tk October 1715, before tbe first stone uus laid, 
Mr. Cobbo writes: TIve number of inhabitants together with tho 
English arc reckoned about 16,000 souls, of different languages as Tvell 
as religions. The Moors and Gentus have their mosques and pagodas, 
tlio Portuguese several, I think five, churches supplied with Padres 
and Cloricos from Goa, But the English have only a private chapel 
for their public devotion. Here' are indeed tho remains of a ^acious " 
church formerly, intended, . but never brought to 'perfection, the ruins 
'of which arc 'to this day & standing monument of reproach to us among 
the Heathens to a proverb. This reproach we hope in a little time to 
wipe off, having already gotten considcmble large contributions from 
'too neighbouring factories, as well as this pkice, in order to re-build it.® 

' On Ohristmas-day 1718, tbe Governor and Council, attended by 
toe free merchants, military, and other inhabitants of the place, 
proceeding from toe Port in great order to toe Churdi, and approach- 
ing 'toe great door at toe west end, were met by toe Chaplain in his 
.proper habit, and introduced xepeari-ng the twenty-fourth Psalm (Lift 
lip jtour heads "O ye gates ; oven lift them up you everlasting doors) 
w’ith too Gloria Patii, The church was dressed wath palm branches 
aud.plautaiu trees, toe pillars wwc adorned with wreaths of greens, and 
toe double crosses over the arches looked like so many stars in too firma- 
,mcnt. Service began as usual on Christmas-day, but with this addi- 


t • CoUio’s Acconnt of tto Bombay (Binreh (17C6), viS. 

3 Cobbo’s Account of tlieCImrclintBombijy (1760,10. Bom, Qoar. Bov. III.(18.';6},39. 
3 Xho Bor.- B.vCobbo to tbe I/ord Bwbop of liojidon 6tb Oct. 1715, -Bombay Cbiircli 
Account (17C6), 22- 23» 
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tional satisfaction, tlio making a new Christian the same day in the 
now church, a good omen donbUesa of a future increase. Tlie Governor, 
Mrs. Parker, and Mrs. Crommolin, who stood gossips came down to 
the font in time of divine sarvicc, where the cliild was baptized accord- 
ing to order, by the name of Susanna. A whole crowd of black people 
stood round about, among them^ Pdmdji and all his caste (this must 
Imj the woll-lcnown tmitor Edmd ji Kdmdli), who were so well incased 
with the decency and regularity of the way of w'orshijp, that they sto6d 
it out the whole service. When the sermon from Isaiah LVI. 7 (Let 
the -wicked forsake his wa}’- and the unrighteous man lus thought) was 
over, the Governor and Council and ladies repaired to the vestry where 
■ Laving drunk success to the new church in a glass of sack, the whole 
town retumed to the Governor’s lod^ngs within the Fort. Here was 
a splendid outortainment, wine music and abundance of good cheer. 
After dinner tlie Governor began ‘ Church and King,' according to 
custom. In addition upon this occasion a compliment of twenty-one 
great guns was given from the Castle, which were answered by the 
European ships in the haibourj -with several other healths driniting 
and firing till almost four o’cloeL Lest so good an opportunity should 
slip, by the Governor’s leave the Chaplain brought in the subscription 
book, and got above Rs. 2400 to the church, of which, for example’s 
sake, the Governor launched out Es. 1000 himself. On the toweV, 
wliich on the opening day was not quite finished, a steeple was designed 
to be built, and raised, in order for a sea-mark, as high as funds could 
tower it. The chm*ch itself, adds Mr. Cobbo, is indeed a structure 
deservedly admired for its strength and bc.T,uty, neatness .and uniformity, 
but more especially for its echo. The roof is arched with three regular 
arches of stone, suiiportcd by i-wo rows of pillars and pilaslore on each 
side, with a largo semi-dome .at the cast end to receive the communion 
table, like tliat of SI. Paul’s, London, ascending by tlircc steps, and a 
rail to separate it from the body of the church. Its situation is very 
commodious, in the midst of the inhabitants, w'ithin the town vvall, 
and at a due distanco from the Castle. As to its extent, it is larger 
than cither of the English churches at Madras or Bengal, or any of 
the Portugese churches in Bombay. It is suitable in some measure to 
the dignity of our Royal settlement, and is big enough for a Cathedral. 
Thus -^vas the ceremony of opening Bombay Church performed with 
every public domonstnation of joy, and with the deceney and good 
order which were suitable to the solemnity.^ 

Not satisfied -^vith tlio Es. 2100 realized on the opening day, 
Mr. Cobbo continued to oollcet sabscriptions. On Whitsunday 1720 
tlio total contributions since tho Ist of July 1715 amounted to 
Es. 43,902 or £5490.= 


• Tlie Her. U. CoMioto Uio Chief of Calient anil Tcllichcrry, 10th Jnn. 1719. Cohho’s 

Aceonut of tho Bombay Church (17(10), 67-59. _ , 

s Cohho’sAcconnt of thoBomhay Church (17GG), 75. Pcrlinusin ro\varcl for Hr. Cohbo s 
cncrin'i u' s Despatch of tho 4th Kovomher 1710 tho Court onlorcil (Compilation of Stniid- 
inc Onlcrs Yol. 1 of 1715-1721, 180| that thoChaplain of Bombay tnVo place neat to the 
ConneU. Mr. Cohho cliil not long continno to enjoy ]iis now dignity. At a Coiisnltation 
of the 23rd July 1720 (Pub, Diary 1 of 1720, 1I0-U7), it was unanimously resolved that 
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la 1750 Grose writes (Voyage, I. 51) : The Chnrch on the Greenis 
extremely commodious fully sufficient for any congregation. 

About 1784 Forbes (Or. Mem. 1. 162-153) says : The only Protest- 
ant Church on the island stood near the centre of the town, a largo 
and commodious building with a neat tower. T^re were cnhlnm 
more than two clmplains belonging to the Bombay establishment. 
When I was in India (1766 - 1784), ■me one resided at the Presidency, 
the other alternately at Surat and Broach, where were considerable 
European garrisons. (Bombay Town Materials, II. 486.) 

It appears from Dr. J. Gerson Da Gunba’s translation of the Diary 
(pages 355, 363) of the French, missionary Abbd Cottinean that 
on the 27th January 1828, in the presence of the Bishop of Antiphile, 
a solemn Mass was sung and the Abbe who bad been appointed chaplain 
preached the opening sermon of a new chapel at Colaba from the test 
^cce annuntio vobis gaudium magnum Behold I bring you tidings of 
great joy. 

According to Fryer (New Account, 66-67) in 1676, at the end of 
the town looking into the field where cows and buffaloes grazed, the 
Portugals had a pretty house and chnrch with orchards of Indian 
fruit adjoining. In improving the defences of the town this church 
had to be polled down. On the 20tb November 1760 the Bombay 
Government write to the Oonrt : The Poitoiguese have a Church with- 
out the Bazdr Gate considerably within 400 yards of the gate. \Vc 
are satisfied that, if attacked by an European enemy, ibis eburrffi would 
prove of the utmost ill consequence to the defence of this place, especially 
as some of the walls are four feet thick built of chunam and stone. 
We therefore resolved on the 29th J uly,tliat itbe pulled donor and ordered 
the Principal Engineer to pitch on aproperplace for the materials bring 
removed that the church may be re-built. A new valuation amounted 
to Rs. 18,075-3-95 or Rs. 7565-3-75 less than the estimate made by the 
clerk of the works in 1755, because feet are now considered thickness 
enough for the walls of the new chnroh. The valuation of an oart 
belonging to your Honours given in exchange for one appropriated to 
re-build the ohurch in, will be dednotedfrom the valuation. The demoli- 
tion of the church is nearly effected and we hope that your Honours on 
considering its extremely dangerous situation and the prodigious 
strength of the walls will concur witlx us in the necessity for having it 
xemov^. (Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 7 of 1760, 196-197.) 

In 1742 the Cooperage was in the hlarine Yard. In May 1742 it 
was found necessary to remove it to some other spot, giving over its 


Mr. Bicbaiil Coblio, explain, lias acted in contempt of tbo antbority of tliis Board and 
greatly misbebaved himself in his ministerial fnnetion, and othcririso on sereral 
occasions, and that he be suspended foe tbo same, and hois hereby saspended accord- 
ingly &oni the Bt. Hon. Company's 'serrico and from officiating as tbeir Chaplain 
annKCciving further salary or other allowances of thcBt. Hon. Company from this day. 
Then Mr. Cobhe iras called in and tho Fresidont acquainted him with the rcsointion of 
tbo Board to which ho answered : ‘ Very well, what your Honour please*.' Kr, Cobbo 
was ordered to withdraw and his place and salary as Chaplain to he token by Mr. 
‘Waters, a good reader. 
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'place in tlie ]\Iariiio Yard to n Smiths' workshop. But as a proper 
place bcloagiug to the Company was nob found, Mr. Broughton's ware- 
house was routed for the Coopor.aga. A Consultation of the 26th 
May 17 ‘12 records: There having been a necessity to . appropriate the 
Cooperage in the Mainno Yard for a smiths' shop, the former ono 
being covered with cajans and at the same time extremely near the 
vessels lying in the dock from which many' fnt.al consequences might 
ensue, and, as at present, there is no proper place of the Company’s 
conveniently situated near the u’atersido for the cooper's people, it is 
agreed to hire for lint purpose a warehouse belonging to hlr. Brongh- 
ton, .nnd to allow liim a rent .at the rate of Ils. 20 a month, which, wo 
are told, is the same as the warehouse was formerly' rented at to 
private people.* 

The next reference to tho Cooperage is in the follou'ing entry' in 
the Bombay Diary of the 4th l^cbrnary 1752 : Read the report of 
the hospital Cor linen to bo supplied and such rcpaii-s and .additional 
buildings as arc necessary' set about. Tlie dnain which at present 
runs under Uic side-ward to bo turned into another channel under the 
Cooperage, and a report to be made to tlic Board what the expense of 
repairs will amount to." 

A Consultation of the 6lh November 1769 records: Tho Superin- 
tendent representing that the building of a shed in the Marino Yard 
will Rivc the Rs. 15 a month rent which is now' paid for a place tho 
coopers W'ork in, tho land pajunastcr is ordered to sot about making tho 
shed.® 

In spite of this order for many y'oars more the Cooperage .appears 
to have continued in liircd w'archouscs. On the 24tli April 1781 Rear 
Admiral Sir Edw’.ard Hughes strongly recommended its removal from 
the warehouses it occui)icd at the time near the garrison. His 
suggestion seems to liavo led to tlio erection of the Cooperogo 
baildings on the Esplanade. The Rear Admiral’s letter rans; Ono 
thing more occur-s to me ns not only useful but necessary which I 
submit to y'oiir consideration. As the Company' furnish warehouses 
for tlio reception of the salt provisions sent to this i)lacc for the 
service of His 5rn3esty'’6 squadron, atid ns murh inconvenionce 
has arisen to the inhaljitants residing in the garrison from the necessary 
surveying rc-]iacking and rc-piokling the said pro\'isions, I am of 
- opinion that lodging such pro>'i6ions in a dry well-built shed or in a 
bouse erected on the Apollo ground walled round and tiled on the 
roof would relieve the inhabitants from the much-complaincd-of stcucli 
arising from doing what is absolutely necessary' for the i)rCEervation of 
' the s.'Ut provisions. This change would also tend to tho bettor preser- 
■N’ation of the provisions as such a house properly constructed must be 
much cooler than tho ■warehouses where they are now lodged •witliin 
the garrison and tho heat of such oloso warehouses must promote tho 
decay and rottenness of tho meat. If tliis mode of storing the salt 


« rub. Diary 15 of 1741-12, 2D.-i - 2R(}. * Till). Diary 20 of 1702, 33. 

= rub. Dittiy 33 of 1709, 04C. 
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provisions bo pursued the agent Victualler’s con-espondent here mil 
have my orders to remove them lo the place appointed by j'ou for 
their reception. On this letter on the 13th June 1781 Government 
resolved that a projjcr shed be •erected on the Apollo ground for the ' 
reception of the King’s provisions.* 

In 1670 the Administration of Justice was in the hands of justices 
' who Iicld theii' sittings in the Customs Houses of Bombay and Mdliim^ 
The Bombay Customs House was then situated near the present (1894) 
Torn! Barracts. * ' » 

In 1675 when a Judge was appointed a house was taken as a 
Court of Judicature. After about a year Government decided to 
buy for a Court the Deputy Governor’s house, apparently the building 
part of which still exists in the Castle, and which was then the private 
propcrt 3 ' of a Portuguese lad 3 ^ This house was never used as a Court 
liousc and the Jndge continued to sit in his originally hired quarters till 
in 1677 the Court was housed in the Mdpla Por Buildings.® 

In 1671 one of President Anugier’s large-minded proposals for im- 
proving Bombay was to build a Pair Common House wherein might 
be also appointed oliambers for tlio Courts of Justice, warebouses or 

f .‘anarics for corn and ammunition, as also prisons for several oifenders. 

ccordihg to President Anngier’s design all tliese buildings were to 
be located in the large enclosure on the west side of Bohoia Bazdr 
street of which details are given below under MdpJa Por. In 1677 
the W’ork of building this Court of Judicature was so far advanced 
that Government deemed it unnecessary to use the Deimty Governor’s 
and Mr. Petit’s house in the Castle for tlie purpose, of Courts of 
Justice. This new Court House also served as a Town Hall where 
sessions were held, and probably as an Admiralty Court to which 
Dr. John St. John was appointed Judge in 1084,» In 1676, in 
consequence of ttc Company’s displeasure at tJie Iicavy charges in- 
cuiTcd in erecting new buildings at Bombay President Aungier offered 
to take the Court House to his account provided Government allowed 


3 Bombay Town Material*. III. 1-4. On the 2«li Jiuiuniy IG^ tlic&mbay Council 
.wiites to the Court of Directors; Our troops oro much hc^thier cbielly because n-e 
have fcrtou the old Court of Judicature and made it an hospital. Bombay Town 
. TIT >70 Til* fbllonriiic entry relates to the position of this Old Coni-i. Wm.™ 


uoisiuee w e 

nvo ta'mu the old Court of Juaicamre »ni. ... a., nospitai. Bombay Town 

ii^teriala, III. 72. The folloirins the position of this Old Court House 

wOld Hospital; On the 30th July 1^2 the Sub-Hngiuccr writes to Government : 
It 18 in my opinion probable that any ^European cne^ that ironhl attempt a picEo 
must laud their troops upon Old IVoman's wW as themo.* 


sunxy tlw ground along the^Ba^ Bay.- I therefore humbly sng™sttlKit inowlirto 
m^r tUrbSch opposite to Old Woman's island so as to annoy tbe enemy and hinder 
scour lUB 1 r t pf ground they may thinlc convenient fortl.nm « 

iJl,irubrri.o5ld be nixed behind the Old Hospital with n cominunication with the out- 
^Aaofthctoxvn. Whilethoy remain within cannon shot this redoubt willalso create 
worltB M tn troablo and loss after psssmff it as before they came up to It. The 

the encm^ ^ ^^ill be hut 620 feet which renders the 

dislaucc rf tlio I 3 ^ expense. PnU 

BoX T^xvn araterials. 11. 343, » BrnVs Annals, Il.TsV. 
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him a reasonable rent for its use, as a Justice Hall and Prison. This 
ariaugcincnt seems to have been carried out and continued till 1720. 
In 1720 rent free accommodation was provided for a Court and Town 
Hall in the JBazdr Gate out of the forfeited estate of the traitor Bilma 
Krtnulti.* . 

From 1720 to 1786, when this Bazdr Gate Town Hall was sold, the 
Conrts of Justice continued to hold their sittings in Kama Kamati’s 
Buildings, though, for Iho use of the quarter sessions dirring the latter 
years of this period, private buildings, such as the Theatre, appear to have 
been occasionally rented." 

After the sale of Rama KivmiltPs Court House and Town Hall in 
178G accommodation liad to he jrrovided for the Ma)'or*B Court and 
their records. At their Consultation on the 24!th August 1 786 Govern- 
ment directed tlie land paymaster to appropriate a dry and secure room, 
in the hack part of tlie large Iiousc rented of ^fr. Hornby, that is tire 
present Great "Western Hotel, for the lodgment of the records of the 
Ilonournhlc the Mayor’s Court. In reply to the Mayoi-’s Court’s dis- 
approval of this arrangement and their request that tome more suitable 
place should he appointed for the Court to meet in, the Board on the 
80th August 1786 resolved that the Mayor’s Conrt he acquainted tliat 
Government had come to a determination of building a New Toiv’u 
Hall and that, until the New Hall was finished, the Court ■would !« 
accommodated •with a room in the house tented of Mr. Homhy if 
convenient to them.® 

Until hfarch 1788 tlu: Mayor’s Court continued to occupy the room 
in hir. Ilomhy’s house which was tlien known as Admiralty House. 
On the 17th March 1788 Government offered the Mayoris Court a set of 
rooms in the Bandar that is in the present (1894) Cubtoms Iiousc. TIus 
proposal did not meet •with the approval of the Slnyor's Court. On the 
17lli March 1788 the Register to the Mayor’s Court ■wrote to the Secre- 
tary to GoA'ernmenl that the Court unanimously came to tlie resolution 
that they should consider an assent on their part to Ijc highly derogatory 
to ilie dignity of the Court. I'hey considered the proposed place 
extremely inconvenient for the Court’s meetings and desired that 
some proper and commodious building might bo allotted for their 
reception. On this letter a Consultation of the 20(h March 1788 
"records : The President lays before the Board the above letter and 
acquaints the Board that the Admiralty Iiousc wherein the Mayor’s 
Court had for some time past been assembled, being now appropi'iatcd 
to tlie accommodation of the officora of llis ]\rajcst 3 ’^’s 71st llegiment, 
he had directed a suite of apartments in the Bandar to bo fitted up 
for the Court not as a permanent hut as a temporary place for their 
meetings until a more suitable building could. bo provided for them. 
At tho same -time the President observed that Courts had been 


Chapter Z. 
Institutions. 

COUllTS OF 
JVSTICV. 


Itdma Kdindti’s 
Buildings, 
1720- 17BC. 


Mr. ITornby's- 
House, 
178G.. 


AdmitaUy. 

Houso„ 

1788. 


• Bomb.'iy Town Materials, T. 149-150. 

® For details sec Bombay Town Materials, II. 487 - 48B. The site of tins Theatre 
is now (1804) occupied partly by tho lilpbinstone Circle and paitly by the road in 
front of Messrs. Fleming MacFnrlnno & Co.’s and Messrs, Thomas Ildl & Son’s offices, 
s Bombay Town Matomls, II. 488-489, 
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frequently held in the Bandar ivithout its ha'ring ever been considered 
derogatory to thoir dignity. Besolvctl thcroEoro tliat the Ooxu-t be 
acquainted tliat \vc shall protude a suitable place for their reception as 
soon .as it may ho in our power. And that in the meantime we hope 
the Court will imfc np with such nccommodation as the Bandar aSbtds. 
In spile of this resolution the Court refused to accept the accom- 
modation ofTcred at the' Bondar. At last at a Consulta^ou of the 
25lh hlareh 1788 Government decided to olfor the Court a part of the 
jtrarinc Houso in lieu of rooms in the Bandar. The entry in the Diary 
runs ; TIio President acquaints the Board that in consequence, of the 
inconvenience which the Maj'or^s Court apprehend would attend tlioir 
carrj'ing on their proceedings in the Bandar ho has directed that the 
part of the Marine House at present occupied by the Secretary to the 
hlarino Board lie fitted np as a Court House and Town Hall, the 
espenso of which b}' an estimate made by tho engineer and now laid 
Before us will not exceed Its. 133. This intention must be accordingly 
communicated to the Mayor’s Court* 

In 1798 on tho' arrival of Sir William Sayer tlie first Kccorderj 
the Recorder’s Court succeeded the May'Dris Court (Bombay Towi 
Materials, II. ■494-495 and III. 44 - 47). In 1800, with the pennissioi 
of tlie Govomor, on account of the numberless inconveniences attend 
ing tliC Court House,® tho Court offered Mr, Maistev to rent th< 
Admiralty House, that is tho present Old High Court or Great West 
era Hotel, on coitain terms. To these Mr,. Maistor on behalf oi 
Mr. Hornby agreed.® 

The first Recorder was Sir William Sayer. He dicd.mnch regretted 
after ho had been four years in Bombay. In their dcsjiatch to tho Cour1 
of Directors on the 7tb October 1802 the Bombay Government wrott 
(see above page 30) : Sir William Sayer’s death constitutes a pccnliai 
subject of regret to ymur Government with which Sir William preseiwed 
the utmost haimony throughout his most useful and judicious admiuistra- 
tion of the authorities vested in him which he never sought to exercise bul 
for the essential and imi>ortant purposes of insuring impartial justice 
to those witliin the limits of his jurisdiction without seeking to extend 
these limits beyond that criterion or to cramp your Government in the 
execution of theirs. Sir William’s successor was tho ‘ Man of Promise ’ 
Sir James Mackintosh who, in the words of his Diary, used to vary 
his idle and disengaged life at the Govcimor’s noble country bouse of 
Parol by days of business at the Recorder’s Court. 'In 1804 he writes 
(Life, 1. 228) ; I have four terms for civil business and four sessions 
for criminal. The number of my days of attendance is about 110 in a 
.yearj and I comnaonly sit three or four hours each day. I have 


’ Bombay To\vii Materials, II. 489-490. 

s At tills rime tlibllecorder’B Court ivaslield in Col. Jones’ liouso in Marino Streot the 
present (1894) Port Trust Apollo Bonded irarchouscs.- In liis letter of tlio 2Cth April 
JSOO Col. Jones’ attorney Mr. Anderson yrites to Goremmont (Pub. Diary 147 of IbDO, 
998) : Tho Civil Paymaster having applied to me for tho houso Into in tho occupation 
of tlio Court of the Recorder (Bombay Town Materials, II. 409 ond III, 47) for tho 
residence of His Majesty’s Naval Commanders I am inclined to comply ivith lua 
request. ® Per detfdls see Bombay Touu Materials, III. 46 • 48. 
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found the business very easy; indeed rather an amusement than a toil. 
The two barristers are gentlemanlike man. 

Ill 1879 tlie Court, which, in 1824, was styled the Supreme Court 
and in 1862 was named the High Court, was removed from Homby 
House to the present (1894) High Court buildings on the Hsplanada 
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The present (1894) Customs House between the Arsenal and the 
Dockyard has, on a slab over the porch, the Honourable East India Com- 
pany's arms and below the coat of arms the words : The Honourable 
Aislabie Esq. 1714. As Mr. Aislabie was Governor from 1709 to 1714, 
and as the masonry seems throughout to be of the same age and si^de, 
there appears no reasonable doubt that the whole front of the building 
was completed in that year. Several references seem to show that it 
was built to serve as a warehouse.' The inner flat-roofed row of 
buildings parallel to the street front and between that front and 
the Dandar Dasin originally ran in an unbroken line. The present 
division into two blocks, with a broad space between, dates from 1844. 
Like the street-front row this inner row of buildings, which until 1758® 
was of three storej's not of two, seems ori^nally to have been ware- 
houses. Their date is not known. They are probably older than the 
street front.* 

From 1665 to 1714 the English Customs House was on Moody Bay. 
The apparent site is to the east of the Town Barracks near the Fort 
market. The original Customs House formed part of what was known 
ns the India House regarding which and their other house properties in 
•Tuly 1684 (Pub. Dep. Court's Letters Vol. 1 of 1681-1685, 93) the 
Court complain ; We understand we have great warehouses as also 
an hospital, a large house called the East India House, as also the 
chentry (cJihatri) or bandar and-great stables. Of all of these h'ttle 
use is made and no profit at all to the Company. On the contrary the 
Sidi when he is there with the I^loghal fleet makes use of them to live 
in and to secure and fit his rigging. This will make but a mean account 
for the great expenses the Company have been at in erecting such charge- 
rfible edifices. ^Ve therefore would desire yon to spend some serious 
thoughts and to invent some means whereby these buildings may be 
employed to make us some better return for our great cost. 

Five years after this complaint the Sidi made a worse use of the 
building than as a rope walk. Hamilton (New Account, I. S26) says 
during the Sidi war (^1689-90) Sidi Ydkut Kh5n put four great guns 
in the Customs House commonly called the India House. Though 
the Customs House ^vos at Moody Bay the chief Bandar or landing, 
on w’hich was the great chhatri or pavilion mentioned in the Court’s 
despatch of July 1684, was at the present (1894) Town Customs Bandar. 
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'* Compare Captain DePnnek, Pub. Diary 28 of 1755, -349-362, ‘Tho Hononrabio 
Company’s grand nareboilscs on the bandar.’ ® See.Hote 2 page 590. 

® Ko knmvn evidence supports tlio statement (Maclean's Gnide for 1879, 222 - 223) that 
tliD Customs House front n as a Portuguese barraok. It is nulikcly- tbat the Portuguese 
Imd any barracks outside of tbc Castle. If my portion of the existing building is 
Portuguese the inner Unc of -warehouses seems the most likely. 
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This was doiibllcss the" reason which in .1710 induced Governor " 
Aislabiu to build now warehouses at the Bandar ha-id. Shortly before 
1728 tho bandar pier Ecoms to Iiavo been Inultorrclmilt, as, in Pebruary 
3728, the cbnrlor constituting tlio Ma}-ors Court was read at the newly 
built pier (see above page 9). This is apparently tho pier described 
in the Frcndi map of 1758 os Port dc la Alonlagnc dc Pierre. Tliis 
fcliould mean tbe landing for Ibe bill of stone, but Montagna apparently 
should be Montage nnd tbo entry would mean the Slone Bandar 
landing.* In 3753 Capl. DeFnnok the Engineer proposed tliat a 
fortified line should bo thrown in front of the Company’s grand 
nrtreliouscs at the Bandar whose only defence Itad been a small battery 
on tho bandar pier (Pub. Diary 28 of 1755, 349-362). . To provide rooms 
for certain of the writers who in 1757-58, owing to the removal for 
military reasons of Government and other houses, were ousted from 
their quarters in the Castle, the range of warehouses in tho Bandar 
nest to tho Eo.a was altered (Bombay Town Materials, U. 462) to 
make apartments for tlio coTen.*inted servants.® Tho Bandar ivarc- 
houso did not provide quarters for all tlie writers. Six of the juniors , 
remained in some ground-floor rooms in the Castle of which, in an' 
address to tlio Government, dated Bombay Castle April 2, 1765, they 
give tho follom'ng account : 

llio many iticonvcnienccs we at present snffer in tlie rooms allotted for 
otir nccomraodntion oblige us to gh'o you this trouble though wo flatter 
oursclrcs that tho nirions circumstances wo now Joy before your Honour 
■will excuse us from the charge of an idle intrusion. In the heats as well as 
in the rains wo can with the greatest reason nasuro your Honour that our 
healths, nay our lives, aro much endangered. ^ For during the hot weather J 
which isnirc.adyect in, tho bent in onr rooms is so verj- great ns to be almost 
unsupportablo thai. •which nothing (it is wcUhnown) more fccquently brings 
on dangerous disorders and in case of sickness in this country and nr such 
a liabitation tho consequence arc but too likely to be fatal. During tho 
rains our prospect is by no means more comfortable. . At that season Hie 
roofs ■walls and floors aro perpetually running with ■water in which situ- \ 
ation tlio greatest caro cannot keep so much as the cots whereon wo sleep - 
dry. Sickness at such a lime must if possible bo worse than in tho heats. 
Last year’s oxpcricnco (to go no further back) has shown that these incon- 
venicnccs cannot be vemedied by repairs ; for uotwitlistanding workmen 
were almost contiminlly employed at our npartmonta they were little 
or notliing tho better for the p.ains bestowed on thorn. All iheso so very 
diaagrecablo and dangerous circiunstanccs have induced us to apply to your 


■ In the French map (see above page ISO) in the entry Montage dc Ficric or t'toae | 
Dandar. the word montage has tho uouhio sense of landing and lifting closely corre* 
eponding to tho nso of tho Italian Senia or Sealo. Compare Ilohson-Jobson, 97. 

» Bom, Gov. ConsnttaUon 2na Oct. 1759, Pub. Diary 33 of 3709, 968. A Bosobition 
of Qm-emmont dated Ord October 1758 (Bombay Town Matcrisis, 1. 327 ; Ibib. 
Diary 31, of 1768, 439) ordered tbat os tbo pulUng'down of tho Fort ITonso had increased 
tho existing great want of npnrtmcnts for the Company’s servants, matcri.als iratn 
tho Fort Uonso and from tho sea side walls of tho Bandar vrarchonscs bo used in building 
apartments and directed tho paymaster to set about this work. It hod been found by 
experience that tho walls of the Bandar warehouses next tho sea-side were mneh too 
high to bo filled up with any sort of goods and therefore it was deemed scrviccabie to 
lower them. These oidors do not scorn to hnvo been carried ont for ten years. In Foot- 
note 3 at pago 4G2 of Vol. IT. of Bombay Town Materials tho suggestion Is olTcrcd that 
this converted range of wnrobonses'eamo to bo called tho New House. Tliis is n mlstalc. 
Tho Now Honso is tlio new Oovcraincnt Houso tliat is Mr. Spencer’s rcsideoco tho ^ 
present (1804) Old Sccrofariat. 
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Honour for the usual allowance of house rent which we hope your Honour 
will not refuse us when you consider the real necessity of our quitting our 
present apartments and that the allowance made us for our suhsistenco 
will not suffice to support the expense of house rent without your Honour 
granting us the allowance forrent. So great are the apprehensions we enter- 
tain of the heats and rains (the former already set in and the latter not for 
distant) that should our Hononrahle Mnstets disapprove thereof and require 
a restitution, we are willing to enter into any engagement your Honour may 
propose to oblige ourselves to refund the amount of the allowance we 
request. We hope your Honour will nob consider our request ns a light 
matter being of no less consequence to us than that greatest blessing health 
which if once impaired in a climate we are not yet inured to, may prove 
very difficult and precarious to regain. — Signed Richard Thomas Benjamin 
Fric'e, John Dicey Wilder, James Cheapa, George Biggen, Robert Webb, 
Edward Ravenscroft. Pub. Diary 44* of 1765, 206 - 208. 

On this petition a Consultation of the same date (2nd April 1765) 
records : It is agreed to make them an allowance of Rs. 10 a month each 
for house rent until proper apartments can be erected for them. On 
the Engineer’s arrival he must be ordered to survey the old apartments 
in the Fort to see what use they can he converted to (Pub. Diary 44- of 
1765j 204). Apparently the grant of house rent instead of quarters 
did not find favour with the Court, For three years longer the j'oung 
writers had to remain in their dungeons in the Castle. At a Consul- 
tation on the 22nd January 1768 the Board record the following 
opinion : The upper part of the Port House having lately been entirely 
taken down and the lower apartments thereby rendered unfit for 
keeping stores until as originally intended a proper bomb-proof a*oof is 
thrown over them, wo liave been under the necessity of a]ppropriating 
for stores the apartments in the Castle occupied by the junior seiwants. 
As even before this the number of apartments was so insufficient as to 
render the construction of more indispensable and as there is space for 
two sets of room's at each end of the bandar, the building of them is 
ordered to be set about immediately an estimate of the expense being 
' previously laid before us,* These two sets of quartern at each end of 
the Bandar are the wings of the present Customs House.® 
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* Bombay Town Materials, II. 474. 

- The plirase the ‘ cMatri or bandar ’ quoted abow from the Court’s Despatch of 
1C84, should probably bo read tlic elthairi on the bandar. Diko tlio Madras cJtdvria 
(compare Hobson-Jobson, 1031 tills bandar chdvri was nsccl as a lock-up and so came to 
bo Itnoivn as the Grand Cnmiki. In a Consnltntion of the IStli Kovcinbor 1785 the Board 
recoid ; The Grand Clinuhi being greatly out of repair the land paymaster now lays 
before us an estimate of the expense which will be incurred in repairing it amounting 
to Rs. 2174J. Ordered that the same he repaired accordingly. (Pub. Diary 45 of 
1785, 767.) On the 21st February 1708 Government^ ordej^_: When any prisoncra 
arc confined in the Grand Chanki, their names are to he inserted in the general morning 
reports, with the day they ivero confined, and hy whom. On the IStli May 1789 Gov- 
ernment issued the follondng orders ; Tho officers of the port guards ore to he very exact 
in going their rounds at tho hours appointed, and particularly careful to take up all 
persons who cannot give a proper account of themselves. They are not only to patrol 
through tho high streets but also all tho inner ones, and passages lending to tho worts. 
Tile patrols from tho Grand Cliauti arc to obaerve tho samo orders which aio to be 
minutely explained to them. So soon as one patrol is sent out anotlicr is to ho warned 
so that a constant patrol from that guard may bo going, tho whole night. The field 
officer of the day will he pleased to appoint the hours for the difleront rounds, and tho 
officers of the port guards are to insert the time of their going in their morning report. 
On tl>c 7tli .Tuly 1773 Government ordered tiiat a Captain mount at tlie Grand Clianki 
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After 172S when the Mayor’s Court was estahlishcd its meetings were 
frequently held in tlje front row of UTiirehouses. In March 178S, as, 
in consequence of the dangerous condition of Bdma Kamdti’s buildings 
in'Bazdr Gate street. Government wore badly pressed for Court accom- 
modation room in tlie front row of warehouses was offered to tlie 
Mayor’s Court. The Itcgistcr replied that the members of the Honour- 
able Court had come to the decision that they should consider an assent 
■ on their part to be highly derogatory to the dignity of the Court and 
.at all events the place to be extremely inconvenient for its meetings. 
(Bombay Town Materials, II. 490.) Some years before, about 1770, 
Mr. Forbes (Or. Mem. 1. 166) had given a lasting interest to the inner 
flat-ioofcd block of warehouses by describing how when a j'oung writer, 
unable to afford citlicr supper or a light, ho spent the evenings reading 
by moonlight a small-typed Sliahcspcai-e on the flat roof of the writers’ 
building close to the Bandar. In 1802 the front luw of warehouses 
was turned into the Customs House and has since continned to servo 
this purpose with cfllcieney and fair comfort. 

In his account of Bombay Dr. Fryer (New Account of India 
and Persia, 1072-1681, 63-64) writes: In 1664 when Mr. Cooke 
landed on Bombay wi& the Royal fleet, they found a pretty well- 
. seated but ill-fortified house, four brass guns being the whole defence 
of the i8land,.,exeept a fow 'chambei-s housed in small towers in con- 
venient places to scour the Malabars. About the house was (1672) 
a delicate gai-den, .voiced to ho the pleasantest in India. This ^rden 
of Eden or place of terrestrial happiness, would-put the searchers upon 
as hard an inquest as the other has done its posterity. The walks 
which before wore covered with nature’s verdant awning, and lightly 
pressed by soft delights, are now open to the sun, and loaded with the 
hardy cannon. The bowers dedicated to rest and ease, aro turned into 
hold rampires for the watcliful sentinel to look out on. Every tree 
that the airy choristers made their charming choir, trembles, and is 
extirpated at the rebouuding echo of the alarming drum. And those 
slender fences only designed .to oppose the sylvan herd, are thrown 
down to erect others of a more wnrlike force. 

On the 18th March 1742 the President acquaints the Board that 
having lately been to- see the several houses ereetm by the inhabitants 
-who have been obliged to remove their former houses for clearing round 
the town wall, he finds tliat to accommodate some it will be necessary 
to appiupriate tho spot now kept for the Company’s garden. It is 
further thought a pagt of some private oarts will he required as well for 
the benefit of the people as to make the building uniform and regular. 
The Board agree and note that a proper place for a garden should 
hereafter be fixed-^ 


■which in fntuco is to ho considered the'tnain guani, tho Castlo gnard to bo subordinate ' 
to the Captain of tho main gnaid to nliom tho oOiccr is to report. In 1804 tho Grand 
Chanlci was still tho main guard. Bombay Army Oniers and Bcgulations (1760 - I 8 OJ 7 , 
XII. section 4 and XXIII. KoUon8 2i 87. 

.* Bombay Town Itatcriaia, I. 2al. 
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In a report on •wells and holes, within the town, on thc.lGth June 
17<( 6, Messrs. Spencer and Cameron, clerks of the market and the 
works, mention a deep well in the Coffee Garden near the eompound of 
the parsonage house.' 

In 1750 Grose (Voyage to the East Indies, I. 46) wites There 
are two very pleasant gardens belonging to the Company, cultivated 
after the European manner. The one a little way out of the gates, 
open to any of the English gentlemen who like to wTilk there ; the ‘ 
other much larger and finer, at about five miles distance from the town, 
at a place called Patel where the Governor has a very agreeable 
country house. Grose adds (Ditto, 52) : Tniat is called the Green is 
a spacious area that continues from the Port to the English Church and 
is pleasant!}’ laid out in ■walks planted ■with trees round which are 
mostly the houses of the English inhabitants. These are genoially 
but ground-floored after the Roman iiishion and mostly with a court- 
yard before and behind, in which arc the offices and oat-houses. Tliey 
are substantially built with stone and lime, and arc smooth-plastered 
on the outside. 

Tlie garden of the Dady Buildings formerly known as the Admiralty 
House (Bombay Calendar and Almanac for 18 i5, 16, 18) joined the 
garden of the old Government House now (1834) known as the Old 
Secretariat. The garden of lliis Old Secretariat was in 1845 planted 
vi-ith mulberry trees, the loaves of which were given to the silk worms 
belonging to I^Ir. DeBamos the assistant superintendent of silk 
culture intlic Konkan. 

In 1675 Fryer describes (Now Account, 68) Old Woman's island 
a.s a little low barren island of no other profit but to keep the Company's 
antelopes and otlier beasts of delight. In tho beginning of the 
present century (1816) the be.asts of delight seem to have spent ratlier 
a trying time in the Old Woman's menagerie or training school. Qui 
Hi notes (Adventures, page 02) : The menagerie near Coldba island 
has many tame asses of the Zebra kind striped and spotted. The 
ihothod of training them' is severe to excess their noses being generally 
bored. hLany die under tlie process. 


On the Ist Mardi 1757, seeing Uiat Captain Do Funck insisted that 
most if not all tlie upper part of the Fort Houso must be pulled down. 
Government resolved to purchase (Pub. Dcp. Letters to tho Court Vol. 5 
of 1758, 75) Mr. Spenecr’s houso tlrat is the pi’csent (1894) Old Sccre- 
■tariat, or a part of it for Rs. 15,161-0-91. Before 1757 the aforesaid Port 
House in the Castle had been the Government House. Tlie first clause of 
•the military regulations (Enclosures to Court's Letters Vol. 7, 19 1-201) 
which accompanied tiro despatch of 17th June 1748, runs: That tho 
Governor make his constant residence at the Fort that ho may Jiave the 
military more immediately under his eye and that he may bo tho bettor 


. > Wie PftTROnago iR across Calhcdral Slrcot nlioafc tliirty yanU goatli of llio south- 
west comer of the Cathedral close. Comiiarc Bombay Town Materials, 11.^292, 412. 

B lOOC-75 
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aLle to jadge of tiie conduct and opacity of the ofScers and Eoldien 
It is not by this intended to restrain the Governor from being lll^sw t 
on the customary -visits or tours in the country for h&dth or ^vetBon, 

Mr. John Spencer's house 'continued to be the Government Honse ’ 
till 1829. After .its purobase as a Government House in 1767 
Mr. Spencer's house was for some lame known as the New Honse, 
Out of this New House about 11 a.m. on the 28th February 1760 
came the President Mr. Bourchier, the most honourable man who | 
ever graced the President's chair, and who in the ycai- before had 
resigned in consequence of ignorant and unmmted censures by the 
Court of Birectoi's on their President's e^ceedings. The President 
was attended hy all the Council of thirteen except by Mr. Waters 
who was indisposed. He passed from the New House to tbe hlariae 
House, in the present Hockj-ard, where he was received by the rest d 
the covenant servants and other principal inhabitants, and delivered 
the keys of the garrison to his successor Mr. Crommelin, the King's 
artillery and Company's infantry and artillery being dmnm up on 
one side of tbe Green and sepoj's on the other. (Pub. Diary 84 oi 
1780, 151.) In 1767 tihe title New House was dropped. On the 27th 
January 1767 about eleven o'clock in the forenoon the President the 
Honourable Charles Crommelin, wboseresignationbadbeen required in 
consequence of a disregard of orders in tbe case of certain pepper ships, 
attended by the Council, tho rest of the covenant servants, and other 
leading Europeans and native inhabitants went from the Honourable 
Company's House to the Marine House, the infantry artillery and 
sepoys being drawn up on the Green from the President's House to 
the Marine House. (Pub, Diary 48 of 1767, 81.) In 1829 this house 
ceased to be the Government House and became the Secretariat, the 
Governor having removed his residence to Pnrel. Tho Bombay Gazette 
of the 18th March 1829 has the following : In the course of tlic last 
and present week the Secretariat has been removed into the Govern- ' 
ment House iu the Fort. 


Psrel, Of tho Government House at Parel in 1750 Grose (Voyage to 

^7C0 the Bast Indies, 1. 46) writes ; At Parel tbe Governor has a very 

agreeable country-house which was originally a Romish chapel be- 
Jongiug to the Jesuits but confiscated about 1719 for some foul practices 
against the Engli^ interest. It is now converted into a pleasant 
mqnsion house, and what with the additional buildings and improve- 
ments of the giudens, affords a spacious and commomous habitation. 
There is an avenue to it of a hedge and trees near a mile long; ani 
though near the sea side, is sheltered from the air of by a hill 
between. Here the Governor may spend most part of the heats the 
air being cooler and fresher than in town ; and nothing is wantin'” 
that may make a country retirement agreeable. ° 

1603, About 1803 Sir James Mackintosh, then Recorder of Bombay,. 

writes (Life, Vql, I. 228) : We live about five miles of excellonfc 
road over a flat from our capital. Wo inhabit by tho Governor's' 
his official country house, a noble building with some 
magnificent apartments and with two delightful rooms for my lih-ary in 
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•wHoli I am now writing overlooking a large garden and fine parkisli 
ground. 

According to a statement at page 50 of tlie Monthly Miseellany for 
1850, Pare! is a sliortcncd form of Non-Pareil the Peerless. This 
whether intentional or otlicrwisc is nothing more than one of the 
mcaning>niaking family of jokes. Tlie joke may possibly have Leon 
suggested by Noibuhr's Frcncli remark, 1763-G4, Voyage, II. 12,lliat 
in the ivhole of India there is nothing equal ‘ point do Pare! lie * to 
ParePs splendid dining and ball rooms. Compare IIobson-.Tobson, 
842. In 1554 the name Parcll, "with Vcrclla (VadJtla) Varel (Varli) 
and Siva (Sion), occurs in IJotclho^s list of aldcas or liamlcts under the 
tornr of Mdhim. Compare Hobson-.Tobson, 613, There seems no reason 
to doubt that the name of the house is taken from tlie name of the 
village. The probable origin of the village name is the tree Paral or 
pa^cl Beterophragnm chclonoidcs or Bignonia suarcolcns the Tree' 
Trumpet Flower.^ 

The history of St. Georg’s Hospital, known as tlio European 
General Hospital, begins at the close of the seventeenth century. The 
climatic conditions of the four months between October 1675 and 
February 1676 were so deadly tliat a hundred English soldiers perished.® 
1 n these circumstances it is not surprising that panic took the form of 
a demand for an Europc.'vn Gcucml Hospital. The plan of a hospital 
was forwarded to Bombay by the President and Council of Surat. 
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’ Mr. A. Cuminc, Tn support of derivation Air. Cumine notice*) that 

Farcl is tlio centre of n |]roap of tree names. Hast lies Vadilla the IJaninn Grove, 
Gooth Ciiinchpot.Ii the Tnmarfnil Dell, nest Mfngut-Sfnmlii tho Prickly pear Tract, nnil 
Siurtlt M.tcjinala tile Cucojmilm Orchanl now known as tlio Slilliiin Woods. Bcyonil 
tills group arc Kamb.lla UiII apparently tho grove of kambal or tnmaf also called 
thitnii Uilina wodicr ; ItycuUn, Wi.ty.akhala tho Cassia flstula Level, OMya being 
a local Kunhl form of bdira : UiiiharhhMi tho Pig Tree Creek s Ikibhiila T.aiik near 
the .Tnmsctji Hospital and B-lbhalniftli on the east slope of bfal.aliir Hill called after 
tlic bdbhul or Ac.wia ar.'ihic.t ; T.liUlov tlio limb God west of llyculla and TadvAdi the 
Brab Gaidcii in w.rit MAzgaon ; I'lianasvifdi the Jack Garden in Bliiilcshvnr ; Bbendi 
B.*i7Ar from its row of hhendin Hiliisciis popiilnea north of Paiillioni ; SAtkiil tlic i;'c\cn 
Bnihs and VadAcliigAdi the Biny.aii Slioprow In the Old Town ; Cliiiich Jiandnr the 
Tamarind l.nndiiig liclow Zfniiroji Hill ; and A'mIiAral Jn front of tho Tamarind tlio 
Ixiliock driver’s name forlCIphiiistonc Circio from the old tamarind at tho »orth-e.ast 
corner of the Cathcdr,a1 close. 

* Hs'on before IGTfi n Iiospital existed. \Vhat sort of building it was, when it was 
built, or whctlicr it tvas simply a hired house, is not known. Still that some placo 
was set apart for tho sick, and tlial it was capable of nccominodating otiicr poopto 
in addition to tho sick, can lie gathered from the two following oxtracts of 7G72. 
On tlic t!3rd April 1G72, in connection with the subject of building houses or nrovid* 
iiig accommodation fur tlic Company’s servants, the isiirnt President and Ciiuncil 
avritc to lininltay (iSurat Fact, Out. X.. B. 1 of lG:iO>lC73, -9G ; Forrest's Uoino Series, 
1. Ct j Bombay Town Materials, II. 433): Wo toko duo notlco of whot you writo 
concerning the building tlic Iionscs of accommodation arc onlorod, and to that purpose 
Fcnt you doom bricklnyctfl ; and in regard you moke so great dItticuUics in tlio nint- 
ter, and that there is present nccuinmodntion in tho hospital for factors and also 
warcliouso room, you may difer tho building of »nid houses until tho President’s 
coming down. Tiircc aveeks Inter, ICth May 1072, they again avrito : In regard you 
Imvo sntisiicd us that for tho present there is accommodation enough in tho liospital, 
and other plnces, for tlio Company's servants, wo think good tlint you totally desist 
from building those houses formerly onlorcd this year, (durnt Fact, Out. L. B. 1 of 
1G30-Ili73, 3li2s Forrest’s Homo Senes,!. 04 ; Bombay ’Town Materials, _ II. 433.) In 
spito fit this so called Hospital, Fryer (Now Account, 07) noticed in 1674 that _ 
liotnbay bod r either church nor liospit.al, though both 'vero mightily to bo dcsircib 
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Tlio proposed buildin^ wns to bo nblo to receive seventy persons, Tbe 
cost «*fls not to exceed Rs. 4000, and it ivns estimated that abont a 
thousand rupee* would cowr the annual expenses of the cstabluhineat/ 
which was to laj under the supciintcndcncc of a Resident Surgeon. -As' 
n temporary measure the old Court of Justice, a hired house, on ,the 
Esplanade to Uie south-t^ist of the present Cooperage, was prepar^ !m 
the rccepHon of the sick. In ihe following year a remarkable decrease 
'in mortaViiy was nliiibutcd to ihe cstnhtishmcni of the new hospital.' , 

During^ the c.irly years of the cightccntli century near tlic Maiine 
Yard, a building seems to have been erected to rervo as a Isosjutnl, the cost 
being met from the proceeds of a half jxsr cent duty on trade. Tliat the 
work was compicicu some time before 1733 may be gatlicred from the 
following extract from n Bomlxiy Government Cousullation -held the 
11th Jnne 1746; The small stock raised for the Church by appropri-^ 
ating the balanec of the half i>cr cent duty (after tlio hospital was . 
linishcd) on dose of our books in July 1733, and tbc continuance of it 
the j-ear following, was such as the interest thereof dofrayed the 
ordiiiari* repairs and charges.® Further the Diary of tlic 31st July 1744 ' 
records: Tlio Committee appointed^ for visiting tlie Uospital roiiort*. 
Tlic compound wall next the sea being pretty fallen donm and the rest 
'veri' old and much gone to decay, wo beg leave to rcpitisenl tlie necessity 
of having it rebuilt so soon ns tbc season will permit. On this on the 
3td August tlie Hoard record : As tlicro is an absolute ncccssity of 
repairing the cora]ionnd wall, same is ordered to bo done with 
fmgalily.s 

, I 


' See. Out I«. B. 4 of 1677-1CS7, 6-0 ; Surat Foot Out L. B. 2 of 1076-76, 12- 13, 
21 • 22, 103, 374, 223. FerrcRt’8 Homo Series, 1. 74, 78, 100, 120. The foltowina eslmcls 
rhow the ir.intof an hospital and hoir it wMsa^pUed before 1077. Oiithelth Julr 1076 
Sunil writes to lioiiihay (see above page 70) : T^he the Or-it optiortunity that pw^chts for 
raising au liospital that w« may sooner prevent those stcfciieMscs tiiat onr people nro so 
iimcii subject unto. On the 19th duly and CHt August 1070 Funit writes to Bombay : 
XVciihc neil your propo4l'ion ol ninVing tbc picsmt Court of 3niYicnturo (tbatistbe 
hired house outsidu of tbo Apollo Gate) an hospitnl ami of taking the Deputy Governor’s 
and Jlr.J’etit’s house forthc Court of Judicature (Sarat Factory Out D B. 3 of 1073-70, 
303,17-1). Oil the loth Oetober 3C7C Somt eontiiiues; We desire you to go fonv.iTd 
-without delay in fitting up the present Court of Jndicatnie fora hospital. Tlie sooner 
tiiat so ncccssnry a iiorlc is linishcd the better. (Siinat Factory Ont. t. B. 2 of 1676-76, 
229.) On the. ’-’Itli January 1677 (see aliovopago 72) Bomliay -writes to Surat: Our 
■obiicni continue hcalthfii). Iduch of this iinpro-v cinent we attribute to onr new bospital, 

^ r.... t-1.nl- «<>A A -..1. ...... a. xi* » 



Diary 33 of 1702, 410-412) the Sub-Engineer writes to Government : It is Sn my opinion 
probable Ibat niiy European enemy tbiil w-unld attempt a siege agnlnst tins pticc must laud 
their troops upon Old WoiiKin’s island as tlic most convenient plncc'botli for landing tlic 
men and warliko stores, and the j^ioint hclund Mr, Conti's house wenld aiTord them a very 
sullicicnt shelter till such time ns they could survey the ground along DickDav, I 
tlicreforo linmbly suggest that In orilcr to scour the bcarh opposite to Old W'omnn’s 
. island, so as to annoy tliocncray and hinder their gainingnny favourable spot of ground they 
may think cotivcment for them, n mioiibt should bo raised behind the Old Hospital with 
a communication with tho outworks of the town. Wliilo they remain svithiu rannon 
shot this redoubt irill also create the enemy ns mnrh trouble and loss after pas.ingit 
as before they e-anie lip to it, Tlio distance of tho redoubt, from tho ioim ditch will 
111- Init R-'’0’f«:t, whii'li renders tho coniinnnieation tolerable safe and will ninonnt to but 
a snmil cxnciisr- Ihunbay Town Materials, 11. 

» j'nb UiKiy IS of 1741-45. IS?. > Pub. Diory 17 of 1744, 237, 239,- 
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The sKc of this hospital eccitib to have been nearly opposite the Old 
'High Court, the present Great 'Western Hotel. It is so shown in 
Grose’s map of about 1750. 

I During the latter years of the eighteenth contiir^’’ an ngihation was 
raised advocating the hospital’s removal to meet the Avants of the 
Marino Yard for Bpaco for timber and workmen. On the 4th April 1 7G7 
the Court of Directors write ; As a proper place near the Marine Yard 
for the Compan3''’s timber, which is mentioned iu the report of the 
Committee of I'.nquiiy, seems aljsolutclj' neccssarj' we permit 5'ou for 
•this purpose to make anj' alteration with regard to the hospital or in 
> - •0113* other manner that ma3' be most conducive to our interest.^ 

On the 27th December 1778 the Committee appointed to survey 
the Bomha3' Docks write to Government; We nrc of opinion that two 
new docks may lie built abreast of the second and third docks, capable 
of lecciving 8113* of the 74-gun ships, 63' removing the Itospilal, as 
mentioned 63* the Ilononmble Compan3’ in their commands of the 4th 
April 1767, and fixing the slips for building where the hospital now 
stands. Sucli a removal wouhl greatl3* conduce towards making the 
IMarinc Yai-d more cominodioiis, as there is at present little room.’-’ 

On the 21th April 1781 Hear Admiral Sir Edward Hughes writes 
to Government : The extent of the Marine Yard, as it is at this lime, 
is much too small to give room for the ncccssar)' quantities of timber 
, and workmen, and I onrncslK' recommend to 3-011 that 3’ou will extend 
it po ns to comprehend the two suigcons’ houses and the hospital on 
*■ .that sidc.^ Thereupon, on the 13th Juno 1781, Government resolve : 
'J’lic surgeons must be directed to rcjjort to ns what place mn}' he most 
Eiiiiablo and convenient to remove the hosintnl to.* 

A week Inter, the 19th June 1783, the surgeons write; After 
mature conEidenation on the qualities so highl}- requisite to bo attended 
r -to in the choice of places for hospitals iu this climate on which the speedy 
rccovei-3' of the sick EOinalciiall3' dejicnds, and in some degree the health 
and strength of the garrison, we do recommend the house the Admiral 
hitcl3' ocenpied ns the most con\cnicnt and suitahle for a general 
liospital, since the situation is high, drj-, hcaltli3*, ami convenient, the 
apartments are ver}' 6|incious, loftj*, drj-, and nirj’ — indeed the}' are so 
-well ada]itcd as to admit of a free circulation of air through the whole 
of them in cvcr3' season of the 3'car, a circumstance of the greatest 
s' iniportnucc in a hosjiilal. The out-otfices arc also convenient, with the 
command of good water, and there is room snfliciont to accommodate 
■100 sick Europeans, allowing from 42 to 04 square feet to each man. 
AVe arc of opinion tliat there is not in or near this garrison an3' place or 
building cquall3' convenient, healthy, and commodious for -{lie abovo 
imrpoEC.® 


* Pub, Dop. Court's Zi. Vol. 7 of 1705* 17(>S, SIS. l)om1).-i}- Town M.-itcri-ils, Jl. 201, 

* Secrt'l nnd IViIl. Dinrj- SO of 1770, 17 • 18. llonibay Town MotcrinU, II. 201, 

’ I’nb, Ili.-iiy 78 of 1781, 215. 

< I'lilt, Iiin/y 78 of 1761,311, Forrest's Home Series, 11. 263. 

’ Pub, binry78of 1781, 332.- ‘ 
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At the nest doy^fi Conauliation, the 20th, Jnne 1781, Government 
resolve : Before wo consider this subject, it is further ordered '^t a^lan 
be prepared and laid before us, for our approbation, of a suitable 
hospital fpr this garrison, constmeted •with bomb-proof apartmenti 
for the reception of the sick in case of a siege/ 

Accordin&b' on the 23rd September 1781 the'. Principal Engineer 
reports ; In obedience to an order received from General Goddard, the 
22ndL JunP'lastjY'have ^clionouc to present to your 'Honourable 'Bwiii 
the accompanying plan and estimate for building a hospital for 500 
men with the other necessary buildings thereto appertaining : cook- 
rooms, apPi^tment for lunatics, salivating rooms, dispensatory, and a 
guard rooni* In the upper bomb-proofs I have placed apartments' 
for two assistant surgeons and twenty-two apartments for sick oSiceis 
which during the time of a siege will be much •wanted. The situation of 
flitB hospit^^i “ proposed to be in Moody's bay behind the present old 
revetment laying between the two-erax battery and the cremaillero 
work. M^ny other situations in tte town would bo more eligible 
for an bosPi*®! J the. removal of so great a number of bouseS 
to give BT^oient space for so large a building would seriously incre:^ 
the expens^- All such situations as would be greatly superior in 
point of oil* hear the i-amparts have, besides the inconremence of 
many Inr ge and expensive buildings, the danger of being sul^'ected to 
the fire of enemy during a sie^. I have made the bomb-proof aS 
spacious a^ possible for the niun^r of patients they are intended for^ 
•well knowing that in this climate a number of sick persons being 
too closely lodged must be very unsalutary. At the same time thof 
situation lO Moody's bay Las great advantages. It •will be 

seldom by an enemy's lire. It will be well ventilated 

having one l-be sea.^where a .number of •windows will be 

opened, an^ I’be filth -will be constantly washed away by the tide. “It 
•will he necessary to remove two houses and part of a third which are 
•BOW l-be g.reund where the hosjjitaL is -Qroposed -to ha built. 

Tbe -valuation* fo^ i'be removal of these is not yet made ; but I will 
immediately about it, should your Honourable -Board resolve to 
pjit plan into execution. In front of tbe whole I have proposed 
a compound wall by which means a suflScient space •will remain . cl^ 
to render the build^g more aii'y and conseq[aent]y more salutary than 
it would be without the wall.® 

On receipt this report on the 26th September 1781 Government 
passed the following order : Read a letter from the Piineipal Engineer, 
accompanied with a plan and estimate of a bomb-proof hospital for this 
garrison fre®i w-hioh it appears that the expense thereof is computed at 
the largo st“u of Rs. 5,15,025-0-27. The e.xpense' of this undertaking, 
even allow>°S ^t should not exceed the estimate, is too great for us' 
to tliink of incurring iu our, present circumstances. Still that we may 
bo iudges 0^ the whole expense, and that the plan may bo digested and 
prepared iP parts,, in .case at .any time hereafter it should .be 


Chapter X. 
Institutions. 

St. OEonoe^s 
' Bospitau 
' 1781. 


t Pul,, Diary 78 of-1781,320,' 


* Pub. Piary 78 of ITS^*, 457 • 458. 


\ 

t 



Uatet ialsj 


AND ISLAND. 599 

judged proper to cax-ry it into execution, the Engineer must be directed 
to give in an estimate of the expenee of remo\dng tlie houses necessary 
to make room for this building, and the principal surgeons must 
also give us their opinion on the situation and conshx’uction of the 
proposed liospital with luspcct to healthiness and convenience.* 

Ten years later, on the 18th November 1791, the Hospital Board 
UTite : Agreeable to j’-our commands wo liave in concert with the Chief 
Engineer fixed on a large vacant spot of ground in the possession of 
Diida Nasarvslnji foiinorly intended by General Sir Arcliibald Camp- 
, boll for a place of arms opposite to the Cumberland ravelin (now in 
- Hornby Kow aboxit forty yards norih of Sir Jamsedji's town icsi- 
dence) which we think in every point of view a most eligible situation 
for a General Hospital. On the 29th November the Board ordered 
tlie survey of the ground. On the 6th December the Chief Engineer 
reports the expense of bnilding a new hospital to be : New hospital 
Es. 63,985, ground and houses of Dddy Es. 13,500, Barjorji Dorabji's 
house Bs. 18,000, total Bs. 95,485.® 

Regarding this proposed site on the ISth January 1792 the Bombay 
Govorameut write to the Court : The adoption of the Chief Enginecris 
report would occ.asion the necessity of erecting a general hospital in 
lieu of tlie hospital proposed to lie removed for the enlargement of tlie 
Ufariiic Tard. As we were desirous that you should be possessed of the 
fullest information to direct your judgment in determining on a plan 
as complclo as possible, we called on yourlMcdieal Board assisted by the 
^ Chief Engineer to recommend a spot the most eligible in every point 
1 of riew for the erection of an hospital. Having received their opinions 
at large wo do ourselves the honour to trausmit the several reports 
plans and estimates for your Honourable Court’s decision.® 

In reply on tho 25tb June 1793 the Court write; From a consid- 
cratiou of the very great expenses which will attend the proposed 
enlargement of your blarinc Yard 'amounting to Rs. six Idkhs we think 
it ncccssarj’’ before we authorise you to commence the work to submit 
the plans to tho inspection of such gentlemen as liavc been high in 
station dt your Presidency and of such professional men whether in tlie 
King’s or Companj^’s scrvico as may liave had an opportunity of form- 
ing a judgment. In the meantime we repeat our directions contained in 
the 22nd paragraph of our letter in tho Public Department of the 15th 
December 1790 tliat no part of the work be undertaken without our 
previous approbation.'* 

Xu conscqucuce of these divergent estimates and opinions no action 
was taken for many years. Tho Fire Map of 1803 shows the General 
Hospital on the old site, liampering the Marine Yard.® At a Consulta- 


> Pub, Diary 78 of 1781, 403-4.’il, 

® Pub. Diary 99 of 1791, 801, 878. In 1791-02 Didy Nnanrrllnji wben called 
upon to slato tho value of his ground near the Frinco's bastion within the town 
wall requited for erecting a now hospital, put tlio raluo as Rs. 00,000. Committco 
of Buirdiiigs’ Diary 177 of 1787- 1703- 

» Pub. Dep. Letters to tho Court Vol. 29 of 1788-1702. 203. 

« Pub. Dep. Court's Lottors Vol. 13 of 1701 - 1796, J90 - 2C0. 

‘ Bombay Tom n Materials, I. 431 -436, 
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iioHj the 5th July 1805, Gorernment read iJic followings letter from 
General Bficolls, dated let July 1805 : I see the part of the town 
which had. been destroyed by the great fire is rebuilding nearly if not 
entirely on the same spot and shape of former liabitations so that, not 
an inch will ramain unbnilt npon. No sp.aee will be left nnffccupied' 
by buildings •vnthin the walls except the plot of ground whore the foe 
began. To this site Ardesar Uddy a rich Parsi merchant claims a 
light - but he is ivilling to give it to Government for an equivalent in 
land on the island of Sdlsotie. This exchange seems* the cheapest and 
best means for gaining this large area of private property witliin the 
walls. Upon tliat.sitc there would be room to build a barrack 
for yom* artillery and as it is about the centi'c of the garrison tlio 
artillery could be nowhere better placccL Tliis ground yon may say 
w’ould come to the Honourable Company for a mere trifle as tlio 
lands of Sdlscttc arc not profitable. Besides there might he a future 
advantage in 'this rich man^.s example inducing other wealtliy natives 
to settle and cultivate that beautiful island. The Board ordered the 
Town Committee to complete an inq^uiry into tlic title or claim Ardesar 
may prefer to the ^ot in question, adjusting nuth him thereon such n\ 
compensation of land that may be at the Company's disposal at 
Sdlsettc as may leave the ground adverted to by General Nicolls at 
the disposal of Government for the constmotion of such buildings as 
they may deem necessary.^ • ' ■ ' , 

On the 22nd Fobruaiy 1806 Government write to the Court : We 
have the honour to refer to your Honourable Court’s particular 
attention a rcprcschtation from the Comnfanding Ofliccr of the Forces, 
dated tlio 3st July, of the great want of ~ comfortable barracks for 
Europeans within the garrison. And proposing in the first instance to 
effect an exchange with Ardesar Dddy for a space of ground, in which 
a barrack for the artillery might be built, belonging to .tliat merchant 
loft unoccimied by buildings for an equivalent in land on the island of 
S^lsctto. The proposed exchange of property is under reference to the 
Town Committee. We are fmly impressed with the particular eligi- 
bility of the site pointed out for barracks.^ 

On the 25th February 1 807 Bombay resumes : In '"the 18th para- 
graph of our address in the Military Department dated the ■22nd’ 
February 1806 your Honourable Court were advised that a . refei'enee 
had been made to the Town Committee on the subject of an 
exchange of ground between the Honourable Company and Ardesar. 
Dddy, the latter receiving on the island of Salsette an assignment of 
land equal in value to what he was to transfer to Government for the 
important public purposes adverted .to in that paragraph. On ilie 
let of August the Committee delivered their report... They 'fixed the. 
value of the ground measuring 5000 square yards ‘ at Us. 25 a 
square yard. -.Government -resolved to give Es. 20 a sqnare .yard. 
Ardesar refused to take the offer ofEs. 20 a square yard. but vras 


* Militaty tJiaiy'Sl of 1803, S56G-G7i 257.0-71. _ . 

“Alilitnry Pept, Letters to the Court Vol. C'of'lS05-1807, 89. 
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willing- to .take Ils. 25 a square 3 'ard. A Committee was appointed 
to iix the valuCj wlio connrmcd the resolution of otL August 1806, 
namely the offer of Ks. iO a square yard. Ardesar wrote a letter 
_ asking the Government to refer the matter to the Court by whose 
I'esolution he was ready to abide.*^ 

The Court of Dii-ectors in a letter of the 2l6t April 1809 write: 
We find the value put upon the ground by the Town Committee to be 
Ils. 2o per square yard while the Governor was of opinion that 
Us. 20 the square 3 ’ard w'as a fair price because at that rate it 
would luuducc to Ardesar Dddy EsI 1,01,020, a sum not only far 
exceeding the original purchase money but even the valuation put 
upon it b.v his father in 1791 which was only Rs. 60,000. This fact, 
however, docs not weaken Ai*desar's claim to the rate recommended by 
the Town Committee. Wc therefore direct that j'ou p.a 3 ' liim for the 
ground in question at the rate of Rs. 25 a square 3 ’’ard according to 
the valuation of the Town Committee.® 

At a Consultation of the 9th March 1810 Government read the 
following letter fram the Agent for Snxiplics to Govcnimeut, dated 7th 
March 18 lO ; Having received the directions of the Ilonoin-ablo the 
Governor dated 2nd instant to make np the gun carriage for Ilis Ma- 
jest 3 '*s ship Mindcu I lose no time in requesting that a convenient 
place ma 3 ' he allotted for the purpose of carrying on tho work and at 
, the same time respeelftill 3 ' beg leave to observe that tho spot of ground 
situated near tho Bazitr Gate which rvas latcl)- purchased b)- Govorn- 
.^tnont fi-om Ai-dcsav Ddd)' is in every respect well suited lorn work 3 'ard. 
The Government acquiesced in his request.® 

At a Consultation of the 1 7th Februar}' 1813 Gox'crnmcnt read the 
following letter from the Mililnr 3 '- Eoaid, dated 11 th February 1813 : 
Tcmpoinqv sheds nhich were erected by the late Agent for Supplies on 
the ground now occupied h 3 ’ the Agent cf the gun carriage factory 
nro lieeome comp]otcl 3 '' dcca 3 'cd and want repairs. The consideration 
of this letter ivas postponed. ‘ 

On tho Slst Dcceinlicr 1814 Government ^vritc to tho Court; It is 
nccessar 3 " wc slionld acquaint 3 *onr Ilonoun-iblc Court that it lias for 
some lime past liecn an object to us to ascertain if wc could not ap- 
propriate to greater advantage the ground purchased some 3 ’'cars ago 
from tho late Ardesar Dady for tho purpose of erecting a barmck for 
ISviTopcan troops williin tho Port, than h 3 '- allowing it to be appropriated 
to the use of die gun carriage factory. With this view we called 
upon the Military Hoard to la 3 ’’ before ns an estimate of the expense 
W'hich would attend Ibo removal of the present factory to a vacant spot 
of ground contiguous to the Castle, called Mood 3 ^s bay ; but finding 
the estimate to amount to Rs. 56,226-0-41, wo Lave for the present 
abandoned the measure. Tho Military Board, in transmitting to ns 

Tloyenuo Dcp. Letters to tlio Court Vol. 6 of 1801 - 1810, C3-7'2. 

, Pub. Dcp. Court's Letters Vol. 17 of 1807- 1800, 3Co-3r.L The SAlsetto 
villages given to Anlcsnr Dddy in oxchnoga were Malar, ISksar, Ksneri, Tulsi, Drti, 
M.-igittlinn, and Daisnr. 

Military Diary 101 of 1810, iDll - 1.712, * Military Diar 3 - 225 of 1813, 710 ■ 711. 
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tlieir vccori*®>ondation for the formation of the ordnance wliarf, took 
advanta"e tliat- oppoi-tnnity to suggest that in case the gun 
carrino-e^’fjictory ehould I» removed to Moody's hay an hospital for 
Europeans might be erected on the ground noxv occupied by the 
ffun aarriaffc fa<3toD'j skeds now appropriated to the use 

of a Gan‘™ii Hospital immediately under the walls of the Castle 
«cA ordnance whm.*f might bo converted into a 

place for reception of the field and battering trains and of 
other stores belonging to the arsenal. Erom the Military Board's 
loport llie present Hospital appears to be very ill suited to the accom- 
modation of the sick from its very confined situation to leeward of the 
town and 6 * 11 ™“°^®^ hj' buildings, whereas the spot which has been 
selected bj' the Military Board possesses advantages superior perhaps to 
anj*- other- V^thin the Fort. And as the amount authorised by your 
Honourable in your despatch of the 5tli January 1810 to he 

incurred for huilding the barrack' has not been expended, your Honour- 
able Court msy perhaps be inclined to view this proposition in a 
favourable ^ffht especially when- you understand that should, this plan 
bo adopted the sum of Bs. 40,000 which would be required for the 
erection of ^ g^P shed will not be nccessai-y should the field train be 
accommodated in the shed now occupied by the European sick/ 

In reply* the 15th January 1S17, tho Court write to Bombaj-: 
We desire to bo informed of the total expense whidi would be incur- 
red by the adoption of the plan recommended to onr consideration for 
erecting an European General Hospital on the ground now occupied 
by the ^n carnage factory.® x 

In i-epl}'' tlie 20th December 1817 Government write to tlie 
Court: In purs uauce of your orders of 15th January 1817 we had 
called for the plan and estimates of a hospital for . the European sick 
to be coneti'uctod on the site of the gun carriage factory, and 
had. suggested the removal of tlie factory to the present hospital. 
This was d^ac mainly because the gun carrrige factory was better eaU 
culated for fhe comfortable accommodation of the sick and because the 
present bospihil from its contiguity to the arsenal appeared to possess 
considembl® advantages as a factory. These documents have now been 
received atid are transmitted for your Honourable Court's 'inspection. 
We hope to he favoured at an early period with your permission to 
erect an appropriate building for the comfortable accommoda'tion of the 
sick the present buildings being very ill adapted to that purpose. In 
the plan t"'o buildings arc i*i-oposed to be erected. Of these the prin- 
cipal is to he divided into eight wards and the" other- is to be detached 
into two' without any immediate communication, one of the two 
being appropriated for the l-eception of women. Out-offices and 
hot and baths are also included in the plan. The expense of 
construction is estunated at Es. 1,44,095-2-90. The proposed dimen- 
sions of each o^ the' ten -wards are 50 feet by 25 and 17 feet high. Each 
ward will h®'’® S2 feet of-wall applicable to cots with space for three 


I Dop. Ijettors to tho Court Yol. 9 of 1812 -1814, Sei-SGo 
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-cots between the doors and windows opening to the front veranda. 
Sach ward may be considered capable of accommodating twenty sick 
without being crowded or placing any cots in the veranda. The 
'Medical Board consider the hospital to be on the whole well adapted 
for its intended purpose. The few suggestions offered by that Board ai-e 
noticed by the Military Board in sending up the plan. Y our Honourable 
Court will learn from the letter which accompanied the plan^ that provi- 
sion is made for securing an ample supply of water, and that the ravelin 
immediately fronting the proposed hospital and divided from it only by 
the road affords a hearty and desirable place of increation for convale- 
scents. It must be unnecessary to add anj'thing to the representation 
■already before your Honourable Court of the necessity that esiets for 
constructing a hospital within this garrison which frequently contains 
three or fonr European regiments. We confidently hoi)e the mcasmu 
now proposed will receive your approbation. In regard to the expense 
attending the removal of the gun carriage factory and the sug- 
gestion that it should he transferred to the site on which the garrison 
hospital now stands, the Military Board have reported that the barracks 
lately occupied by the artillery on Old Woman's island appear far better 
calculated for a feetory than either the garrison ho^ital or Moody's 
bay and admit of being more easily converted into a commodious 
factory than the buildings now appropriated to that purpose. 
The estinoate for the gun carriage factory on Coldba amounts to 
Hs. 30,765-1-40, which only exceeds by Es. 643-0-90 the sum which 
it would hare cost to repair the biddings now occupied by the 
factory.^ i 

On tlio 25th May 1819 the Court write to Bombay : We are very 
unwilling to sanction the expenditure of so large a snm of money as the 
, European Hospital is calculated to cost without full assurance that the 
proposed hospital will answer all the purposes for which such a building is 
designed. Of this we are led to entertain some doubts from remarks of 
the Medical Board relative to the necessity of free ventilation, the posi- 
tion of the privies, and a place for the exercise of the convalescents. At 
Eort William the European Hospital is .without the walls of the fortress 
by which a much freer ventilation is obtained than could be procured 
within the works unless indeed the building were to be raised to a 
level vrith the rampart which does not appear to be the design in contem- 
plation with you and would he objectionable on the score of expense 
as well as on other considerations. For the present, therefore, we must 
decline authorising so expensive a building as is here proposed to us, 
but we desire that you will communicate these remarks to the Military 
and Medical Boards adth a view to a rerised consideration of the 
subject. For the reasons given in your letter’ dated the 20th December 
1817, for the removal of the gun carria^ factory to Coldba we sanction 
this expense.® 

In continuation, on tbe 14th November 1821, Government write to the 
Court : In repty to your letter dated 25th May ^819, we have the 
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honour to submit to your Honourable Court a report from the Uilitoiy 
Board -with one from the Superintendinjg Engineer foru'ardiug revised 
plans and estimates for a garrison hospital at this Presidency, '1 hese 
documents ivere prepared by the Chief Engineer agreeably to the 
suggestions of the hledical Bomrl vrith the exception of the measure of 
retaining a part of the old hospital as it appeared to the Militarj'- Board 
that by the addition of a third storey tlio accommodation required by 
the M cdical Board would be obtained in one building. Hie plan as now- 
submitted has been laid before the Medical Board. As they are of 
opinion that it -will answer all the purposes for -wMch it is intended 
we trust that it- will meet with the approbation of- your Honourable 
Court and. that yon will antborisc it to be earned into execution, il he 
estimate amounts to Bs. 1,58,394 -2-11. As your Honourable Court has 
noticed that the European Hospital at Fort William was without the 
walls of the fortress the Military Board have endearoured to ascertain" 
how far such a measure could ho adopted 'at Bombay. In 
communication -with tho Medical Board they have for the reasons 
stated found an hnspital' outside of the walls to be impracticable.^ ' 

On the 31 st October 1822 Bombay resumes ; Ilis Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief has represented that the site of the General 
Hospital proposed in our letter of tho 14th November 1821, Uiotigh 
the best to be had, is objectaonable for a building allotted to such purposes 
on so large a scale. His Excellency has suggested tho expediency of 
reducing the dimensions and consequently the expense of tho hospital 
hy providing for the sick of the European regiment qbnrtcred in Fort 
George in a hospital to be there erected. The arguments which satisfied 
His Excellency of the expediency of this arrangement were fully 
concurred in and supported by the recommendations of the hledical 
Board, tho Chief Engmecr, and tho Military Boa"d. Wo have accord- 
ingly sanctioned' an es-timatc of Rs. 68,452-3-5 for the construction 
of a hospital at Fort George., As this will materially' reduce the 
expense of the General Hospital we trust your B onoumble Court will 
approve the measure.® 

In reply, on the 6th October 1824, -the Court -write to Bombay r 
For the reasons given wc are disposed to approve and sanciadn the 
erection of the budding described in your letter of tbo Slst October 
1822.S 

On the 30th April 1825 Bombay unites to the Court : In the 
132Dd' paragraph of onr despatch of the 17th September 1823, your 
Honourable Court were informed that steps had been -taken for ascertain- 
ing what difference would arise in the estimate for a hospital for Euro- 
peans in garrison handed up in the Military Board’s letter of the 5th 
llarch 1805, by the radnetion iu i-ls dimensions consequent on the ereo- 
.'tion'of the hospital in Fort .George.t We have now the honour -to 
• report our proceedings on the subject subsequent to that communication. 


> lliKtary Dop. LcltoTB to the Court Vol. 16 of 1823, 131 . 332. ’ 

S ^UliUlry Dep. letters to the Court Vol. 17 of 1822, 136 - 137. ' - 

» MrlitBry Dcp. Court’s Lettrrs Vol, 17 of 1824, 344., , 

*■ .MLiUry Pep. Petters to tlio Court Vol. IS of 1623, 166 - 167.' ' ' • 
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Ln reply to a reference to the Military Board rdative to the reduction 
in the work it appeared hy their Secretary’s letter of the 271h Septem- 
ber 38i3 that a saving would thence he effected in the sum of 
Es. 45,152-2-36. On receiving this estimate it became a point of 
consideration, whether the delay of a further reference to your Hon- 
ourable Court should he incurred or whether the work should be 
jtttweeuW mih ffneJer disa sanedibu of i&o e5ih ilfay 1819. As a peribcf 
of ten years has elapsed since the subject of the hospital was first 
recommended to your Ilonourahle Court and as our letter of the I'ith 
November 3821 put you in possession of the fullest assurance 
that it would answer all tfie purposes for which such a building is 
designed, there seemed no ground for any longer delaying to carry 
the work into execution. Stillj'owing to the improbability of more than 
two European regiments being at any time stationed within the garri- 
son of Bombay, some doubt was entertained of the necessity for provid- 
ing accommodation for another European regiment to he quartered in 
the town barracks. We therefore deemed it expedient to consult 
the Medical Board both as to the extent of the General Hospital 
when reduced to two stories for- the accommodation of seamen of 
the navy marine and merchant service, of staff sergeants, conductors, 
Europeans generally, 'and females, and also as to the site of the 
proposed building in point of salubrity. It was likewise suggested 
for the consideration of the Medical Board whether part of the town 
barracks might not he appropriated to hospital purposes ; or a floating 
hospital he established ip the harbour with reference to our confined 
space on shore j or if it" were ultimately found necessary to erect a 
new building whether Coldba would not offer a preferable site supposing 
it were intended to complete the causeway. The reply of the 
hledical Board, dated I2th January 1824, embracing all these points 
clearl^V satisfied us of tbe utter jmpraetiesAxiiity of proviitiuff 
accommodation for the description of sick above alluded to or for 
the sick of a regiment quaidiered in the town barracks without proceed- 
ing in the construction of a nerv hospital. It was accordingly resolved 
(Mr, Warden dissenting) ; (i) That an hospital should he built to unite 
the purposes of a Garrison and an European General Hospital capable 
of accommodating 320 patients, namely 60 general patients and 50 
military (the Coinmander-in-Chief being of opinion that no greater 
number need be provided for) and 30 to spare with the requisite apart- 
ments for petty oiliccrs and females. (2) That the lower part be 
appropriated for the accommodation of the hospital establishments 
store-rooms and other offices, so as to obviate the necessity for many 
ont-huildings,' and to secure to the sick all the ventilation and 
advantage of elevation. The site of the foimer gun carriage factory 
was decidedly 'lucommcndcd by the Medical Board in their letter 
to the Military Board of ihe I7th July 1820 and repeated on the 12th 
January 1824 as the most saluhrions and convenient situation for the 
hospital. W e accordingly fixed upon that site and directed that a revised 
estimate of the work might he preiJared showing ihe further reduction 
that would arise from the change in the plan and dimensions. The 
ostihaate was submitted in the Military Board's letter of the 25th 
August 1824 which compared with the original estimate exhibited a 
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fcaving o£ Rs. 64<,431-3-64. The new estimate was accordingly 
passed and the work is now in progress.^ 

Three years later, 23(li January 1S28, the Court express their 
consent to the erection of this liospitnl. They write : As the majority x 
of tlio members of your Government .were of opinion tliat a new 
hospital as dercribed in your letter of Iho 30th April 1825 wis necessary-, 
we shall not object to j'our resolution for erecting it.® 


In hrarch 1860, on a report by the medical authorities condemning 
tlic Ilomby Row Hospital ns no longer snitablc, Government deter- 
mined to dispose of the building with the gronnd on .which it stood, 
and to ritiiisc the proceeds towards erecting a new hospital on the - 
Cooperage site. &lcanwhilc it was decided to use the barracks in 
Port George os a temporarj' hospital. The barracks were vacated 
bj' the troops in September 1S61 ; the old hospital, with its site, was 
sold in April 1862 for Rs. 3,10,000 ; and in December' 1862 the 
Executive Committee for the removal of the ramparts were directed 
to set aside a silo near tlie Cooperage. 

The nest fourteen y<ain (1862-1876) passed without any actual 
progress. 


Tlio first project prepared in 1862 for a building on tbe Cooperage 
site was estimated to cost Rs. 3,86,605. This design was rejected as 
not being tmitable ; and it was decided to call for designs b}-- com- 
petition, and to offer prizes of Rs. 2500 for the ^ best, and Rs. 1000 
for the next in order of merit. 'ITic cost was limited to Rs. 3,80,000 
, for tlio main hospital and Rs. 1,25,000^ for I’csidencos for tlio Surgeon 
' and lIouEO Surgeon and quartets for eight sick officers. Of seventeen 
designs received, one by an English architect was selected, and founda- 
tions on the Esplanade Parade ground were begun, when the work 
had to he stopped tliat the design might he referred to the Sanitary 
Commissioner. This stoppage of work involved tbe lo-cs of about' 
Rs. 49,000. 

In 1870 the hospital was moved from the temporary lints in Port 
Geoi'ge. into the building called the Officers' Onarherfi, which Lad 
previously been used partly as the residence of the Resident Surgeon, 
partly for convalescent patients, and also as a contagions _ ward. 
■This though regarded as a temporary measure, for a time removed all 
serious canse of complaint. 

Ten years later in April 1886 His Excellency Lord Reay Governor 
of Bombay, and the late Sir il. Melvill Member of Council, inspected 
the hospital. Sir M. Melvill revived the question of erecting a new 
hospital, in an able and strongly worded minute dated 12lh April 1886, 
and a Committee was appointed to report : 

(fli) '^'hich site or sites would he appropriate and 
- (5) What accommodation would be required. .. 

On receipt of the r(g)ort, on the '25tli September 1886, orders weiu 
issued for the preparation of complete plans and estimates. The plans 


) 


• Military Dcp. Xetters to the Court Tol. 20-of 1825, G8 -74 r 

® Military Dep. Court's letters Vol. 21 of 1828, 20. . - * - , 
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and estimates 'nrere returned as thej’' appeared to Government to require 
an extravagant area of very valuable ground. Meanwhile, the Pinance 
Committee lud reported that the project of the hospital could he 
deferred until finances were more flourishing. Government contested 
this view, and determined 'to utilise the funds at their disposal in 
startiug the work. 

In April 1SS8 a Committee, appointed to consider the question of 
area, recommended a curtailment which Government accepted .as reason- 
able. A complete block plan of the site was thereupon called for. 

In the meantime Government laid decided tliat the new hospital 
should provide 180 beds against 140 in the old hospital, with a nursing 
establishment of a Lad}- Superintendent, 13 nurses, 10 probationers, 
and an inferior estahlishmont, in all of 61 persons. 

On the 22nd February 1889, on the ruins of the old Port George, 
tlie foxindation stone of St. George’s Hosiiital was laid by His Excel- 
lency Lord Eeay and the building was completed and Iiandcd for 
occupation in the* beginning of December 1892. 

The buildings actually carried out arc : The Nurses’ and Proba- 
tioners’ quarters including a greund and two upper floors. On the 
ground floor are a sitting-room, a dining-room, and an office, and two 
bed-rooms w-ilb- bath-rooms, and verandas to the east and west. On 
both the first and second floors arc eight bed-rooms with bath-rooms, 
a west veranda, and a principal and servants’ staircase. The Lady 
Superintendent’s and Sisters’ quarters include a ground and an upper 
floor. The ground floor contains a siltiug-room tor tho Lady Super- 
intendent, a general sitting-room, a dining-room, and an oQice with 
verandas to the east west and south, llie upper floor contains a bed- 
room for the Lady Suporinteudont, with a Ixith and dressing-room, and 
five other bed-rooms with bath-rooms, nnd verandas to the west and 
south. A separate staircase for the Lady Superintendent in the south- 
east corner, and a principal and servants' staircase to the north, are 
also 'provided. 

The Halo "Ward of the hospital, a building 313 ft. 9 in. long and 
- IIS ft. 79 in. u-ide, includes a ground and two upper floors. On the 
ground floor three general wards give accommodation, in the aggregate, 
for 40 beds, and a special w.ard for one bed. Tlierc are also two rooms 
for nurses and a dining and reading-room. On tho first floor are two 
wards, each cont.ainiug 14 beds, and a special ward for one bed, two 
nurses’ rooms, a cbaiiel, a dining operating and dark-room, and a general 
store-ropm. On tlie second floor are two wards, each accommodating 
fourteen beds, -and two special waixls for one bed each, a reading, a dining, 
and a nurses’ room. Over the porch arc two large rooms. The room 
on tlie first floor is tho' Physician’s private room, and that on the 
second floor the Physician’s office. Attached to each floor are bath-rooms 
and lai-atories. In the rear of the hospital a detached block, connected 
with the main building by a passage, provides accommodation for a 
dispensary, and offices and store-rooms for an apotliec.ary a steward and 
an ov-orseer. There is also a detached building, conuceted with the main 
building by a passage, in which is a cook-room, scullery, and store-room. 
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The whole o£ the main* building is surrouuded by corridors wHch 
extend to the blocks on tlie flanks. 

The Resident Surgeou^s quarters include a ground and upper floor. 
The ground floor contains a dining-room, di-awiug-room, an office, 
pantiy.and a carriage porch. On the upper floor are two bed-rooms, 
a dressing-room, and three bath-rooms. 

The total expenditure on works connected "tvith the hospital amounted 
to Rs. 5,78,859. The details are : ' ' 


Bt. QgosOe'b nosrxTAb, 16S9 - 1802. 

Item. 

Cost, 

Mik Wunt And Roads ... ... 

Nums'and Probationers* Qn^rten 

L itir Supenritonctcnt's nnd Sisters* Quarters 
C<>oW and Serrantb* Rooms ... 

Dminage .. •>. 

Water-supply ... .... ... 

Gonch-houso « • 

Beaidont Sui^oa'a Quarters ... .. 

Iron Rniliu^ 

Gurden ... ... 

Total ... 

Rs 

4.26,C*»J 

48.011 

S7,781 

•M52 

4SQS 

2021 

7123 

30.015 

7835 

ISCO 

5.7S,esg 

.. 


The buildings as executed were all designed by Mr. J. Adams, 
Architectural Executive Engineer, and the works were carried out by 
Ehdn Bahtidur Mancharji Kfivasji Marzbiin, 0,T.E., under the super-, 
vision of the Honourable Mr. T. D. Little, Chief Engineer Northern y 
Division, ‘ 
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One of the proposals put forwai-d by President Auugier in 1671 
was to build a Pair Common House wherein might he also appointed 
chambers for the Courts of Justice, warehouses or granaries for com 
and ammunition, as also prisons for several offenders.* The prison 
portion of the new buildings was to be in the Bazar street ‘ so that tl»e 
inmates might beg alms of passera.’® It therefore occupied the east 
of Bohora Bazdr front of the Court House uhich as detailed below is 
the central ruin in the enclosure now known as Mapla Por. 

The following extract shows that in 1687 the jail was in this Mdpla 
Por Building. On the 18th April 1687 the Bombay Council write to' 
onrat : Y7e presume Your Excellency ivill have the matter stated 
OMording to the canons of the church by our Padres here, and remit 
the B^e by ^is conveyance. The Padre who christen^ or received 
into the soaety of the Romish religion one N. ThorpeV was committed 
' ^prif 1*687 ® *** Bazdr by Judge Yauxo-on the llth 

' House was accommodated in Rdma 

^ reference'has been triced to the prison- 
. - probable that at least dunng .the latter part of this period 
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piTsonere wore confined in Dongri Fort near the site o€ tiie present 
(1894) Bnropean General Hospital.'^ A. Consnliation of the 3rd May 
1728 records ; The justices of the late sessions held the 29th and 30th 
April and 1st instant^ having upon a presentment made tliem from the 
Grand Jury, complained of the want of a prison, a plan was laid 
before them showing how at a cost of Br 2000 Dongri Fort can be 
made proper for the same. As thctjusticcs approved and ordered 
tliis amount to he levied. on the English inhabitants as well as on the 
several other castes on this island, and os for some time past the said 
fort has been of no other use than for a prison and may he rendered 
more commodious than any building we can erect for the same expense, 
it is resolved that Dongri Fort be appropriated for the purpose of a 
prison." The following quotations seem to imply that instead of 
adapting the fort for a prison at a otet of Bs- 2000 a separate building 
was raised close to the fort at a cost of over Bs. 5000. 

4 

In 1739, apprehending a Mardtha invasion of Bombay, Dongri Fort 
was strengthened and the prison at Dongri was demolished when the 
prisoners were accommodated in a house rented of the Modi at Bs. 25 
a month,* situated within 200 paces of the fort. In 1745 ns the 
Mqdi^s house required costly rapairs it was given up. A Consultation 
of the 19th March 1745 records : The house rented by the Honourable 
Company of the Modi at Bs. 25 a month and used for tho county prison 
raquiring such costljf repair as neither tho Modi nor tho county agree 
to meet, and considering that tlie county has already laid out Bs. 5000 
dn building the prison at Dongri since demolished upon erecting the 
now fortification, it is agreed that somo of the lower rooms of the house 
in the Marine Yard ho appropriated for a prison.* This arrangement 
seems not to have been carried out. In 1750 Grose describes a small 
untenable little fort on Dongri Point of no doFonco and which serves 
now for the town prison for debtors or criminals.® Probably prisoners 
continued to be Impt in Dongri fort till the fort was demolished in 
1769.® Apparently the prisoners were then as proposed in 1746 trans- 
ferred to the Marine Yai-d rooms. 

From 1769 to 1804 tlie prison accommodation in tho Marine Yard 
continued unsatisfactory.^ At a Consultation on tho 24th July 1771 
the Board read tho following letter from the clerk of the peace, dated 
23rd April 1771 : The Grand Jury have represented that the town jiul 


* Frisoners conld hanlly have boon kept in Dongri Fort in IGSO-OO whon tho Sidia 
raiised battcrica on tbo bill. On tbo other band tho Dongri Fort bod boon in nso for a 
prison aomo time beforo 1728. • Bco Bombay Town Matcriala, II. 013 and III. 22. 

* Sco abovo page 22. * . ' , 

® A Consaltation of tbo 24th Decomber 1742 zcconis ; Tho Mody presenting a bill 

for the rent of a bouse used for a prison from tbo let blay 1739 to tbo 30tb September 

. s.» n- «#kAf> ^ T>o 


WilVIlVU Wlicrv ruuiufcis W »faaaa^aa waaw ^ ^ 

tliercforo directed tliat his' accoant ho credited for tho sum of Rs* 1064-2-^ ho owed 
under tho 31st July last and tbo further anin of Bs. 608-2'3C to bo paid out of tM 
"and cleared on tbo hooka by tbo head of Account Finos. Fob. Diory 16 of ml - 17*2, 

BOj. < Bombay Town Motoriala, II. 282, 613 and III. M. 

* ‘ Grose’s Voyage to tho FlastTndics, 1, 49. * Bombay Town Materiala, U. 376 -377. 

7 See above pages 51-66. 
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not being large enongb, there cannot be made proper and distinct 
divisions for debtors and felons whicli is a great baidship on the 
subject. Under this letter is the entry: The consideration of this 
letter is deferred. Two years later the subject was again brought to 
the notice of Goverament. In 1773 the Sheriff represented the. jail 
to be in a minons and untenable sltnation and unfit for the reception 
of prisoners. But on a survey made the land paymaster held the jail 
to be in good condition. After an intenral of four years (1777) the 
Grand Jury represented the ruinous condition oE the jail. Government 
said they were convinced the jail was ruinous, insecure, and unfit for 
the use to whidh it was put. Government thought a part of Fort 
George might very easily be converted into a proper place for a jail, 
and ordered the engineer to survey it and to report what alterations or 
additions might be necessary with the expense of carrying the same 
into execution. This project being found to_ be attended with ^cat 
expense it was given np. As a jail was indispensable the engineer 
was ordered to frame an estimate showing the cost required to make 
additions to the then existing jail in the Marine Tard. This estimate 
snbmitted in 1778 amounted to Rs. 16,252>3-0. On account of the 
largeness of this estimate and because Government considered the 
existing building particularly inconvenient to the Marine Yard they 
resolved that a proper place should be found in the town to build an 
entirely new jau.' This they supposed would not cost more than the 
estimate of Es. 16,252<*8-0. 

.'in 1779 the complaints against the existing jail were renewed., 
^e' Sheriff represented the condition of the jail to be very bad and 
the jail to bo very full of prisoners. Government again took into, 
consideration the selection of a proper spot for a new jaQ. But/ after' 
a visit to the existing jsul, the President and Mr. Camac and the Enjgi- 
neer came to the conclusion that at a small expense the existing jail 
might be rendered suffimently commodious and separate places be 
made for the' felons and the debtors by appropriating for the accom- 
modation' of the prisoners the upper part then used as a sail loft. 
Governirient therefore directed me engineer to submit an estimate of 
the' cost required to make the necessary alterations.' This estimate 
amonnted'to Rs. 14,073. The engineer :^e reported ‘that a jail might 
be erected on the spot between the new work and the Bandar battery, 
but, he added, it might in that case prevent the cannon of the Castle 
playing on the Pen and ground adjacent within the works. For this 
reason Government resolved not to erect a new jail on the spot in 
question, but to make the necessary additions to the existing jail. 

' Two years later (1781) Rear Admiral Sir Edward Hughes recommend- 
ed that the Marine Yard should be extended. This project requited 
t^t'tho jail be removed to some other spot, and tins Government 
' 6rdeied. In spite of this order the jail seems to have continued in the 
Yard for many years. In 1786 its inconvenient situation and 
untenable state were again represented to Government by the Sheriff. 
On thm representation in January 1787 Government observed that, 
repairs liad been executed io the jail when required but as to its situa- ^ 
.tion it .was out of their power .to allow a' more secure place. 
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On the IStli April 1798 (Pub. Diary 132 of 1798, 953) tho Civil 
Auditor -writes to Government : This building, the county jail, would 
be very valuable if laid into the Marine Yard. And I do not see 
any necessity for Laving a prison within tlio-fort. The present 
one has been often and very justly complained of for not affording 
Buflicient accommodation to the prisoners. 

At last in 1799 a plot of ground at Umarkh/idi was purchased 
and the present jail was beg^n and completed in 1804. A slab on tho 
western gateway of the jail enclosure bears this inscriptioa : 

rats Mor, 

VAS aciLT tsvnixa 

THE ADJtlEtSTSAriOtt 
OP TEE nOEOvnABEB 
JOSATEAN EVNCAE ESOVIHE 

im. 

Only tlircc references to the old Mint have been traced. In January 
1677 a statement of the cost of the Mint was sent to the Court of 
Directors ^ ; in Janmary 1741 tho land i>aymastcr complained of the 
risk of parts of the Mint having palm-thatched roofs® ; and in Sep- 
tember 1755 Captain Do Funek s.aid the Mint interfered with the 
Castle guns and should bo moved.* 

Tlic present (1894) hlint was built in 1829 at a cost, as valued about 
1874, of Ite. 35,77,000 of winch the ground cost Us, 12,62,000, tho 
building Us. 15,84,000, and tho machinery Us. 7,31,000. The inscrip- 
tion runs ; • tee e/et 

PESIOKEE AED COXSTEVOTEn BY 
JIAJOR JOIIK EAYTKIES OP TEE BOXBAV EEO WEEDS 
COUirEECEO A.D.tS24~ OOEPIETEO A.D. 1829. 

A. Parsonage House was bought by Govemraont in 1738 and 
continued as. a Parsonage till 1801 . TUc site is (1894) across Cathedral 
street about thirty yards south of the south-west gate of the C.athcdral 
close. It is the second house to the south of Armenian Lane. In their 
letter of tho 25th Febniary 1747 para 57, tho Court write (Pub. Dop. 
Court’s Letters Vol. 3 of 1742-1761, 141) : "W.o cheerfully acquiesce in 
the requisite expense for putting the Parsonage House in decent order. 
^10 house (Bombay Town Materials, 11. 292) was given up in 1801 
because as tho report' says the clergyman -was unable to sleep in 
consequence of n cotton screw built close by it. Tho olorgj man who 
complained was the Uev. H. Burrows after whom, ns recorded in 
1816 in Qui Hai’s Adventures, tho Sqndpur burying ground on Back 
Bay was known' ns Padre Burrows’ Godown, Padre Burrows did 
not nsc his own Godown, As late as 1818 he stated in an Fnglish 
Law Court tliat ho had been a resident clmplain in Bombay for forty- 
two years. 

Since 1874 (January 1) tho Secretariat has boon housed in the 
large building the souihmost in the lino of great public ofBccs that face 
]3ack Bay. Before 1874 the Secretariat offices were accommodated 
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in the largo housi^'bn the west side o£ Apollo Street now known as 
the Old Sccrotariat and chiefly nsed ns the ofBces of tho Solicitors to 
Gordrnment. About the middle o£ March 1829 during the Gorenior> 
ship o£ Sir John Malcolm the Secretariat olTiccs were moved into this 
Old Secretariat.^ . . 

Bo£oto 1829 the Scorc^riat offices were accommodated in a largd 
bloclc o£ buildings to the north o£ tho Cathedral, the site now occupied 
by Kemp’s Buildings and by tl)o offices o£ the B. B. & C. I. Railway 
Company. The details rccoracd in the 1813-1825 surrey are confirmed 
by the follovring passage in Warden’s Landed Tenures oE Bombay 
(20th August 1814, Bom. Gov. Scl. LXIY. 47-48 and MS. Scl. 54, 
80-81 paras 121, 122) : A part o£ the cstensivo range of buildings at 
present (I8l4) appropriated for tlic accommodation of the Secretary’s 
office w.ns in 1764boughtfromMr.'\Vhitohiirforthosumof Es.45,000.® 
About the same time the rest o£ tho public offices were accommodated 
in a neighbouring house which' was bought from Mr. John Hunter for 
Bs. 60,<i00.s Mr. Warden notices (Ditto, para. 122) that Mr. Hunter's 
House Avas formerly called either tho Second’s House or tho Guard’s 
House perhaps bccanso tho Church Gate Guard Avere lodged in tho 
largo rooms on the ground floor. 

' In 1798 (Pub. Diary 132 of 1798, 946-947) tho offices were turned out 
of Mr. Hunter’s House apparently to make room for the Sadar Addlat, 
as in 1814 Warden describes the house os appropriated partly as a 


* Tho Botiibay Oasetto of tbo 18tfa Maich 18S9 says : In the conno of tho lost and 
pnaent week tho Secrctarint has heen removed into the Government House in the 
C^ort and certain pnblic offices (accommodated in private buildin(^ rented for that 
purpose) are now (1829) to bo accommodated in the Old Secretariat (to the north of 
the Catlicdnl) after the let proximo. Tho Gazette continnea : AA’e have iieard that 
the following public oOicca AviU ho thus provided for i The Military and Medical 
Boarda j the Medical Storokceper’s office nnd public disponanTy ; the offices of tlio 
Adjutant'Qcneraland Quartermaster-General of tho Army ; and of the Brigade Major of 
tho Einc's Troops and tho Commissariat. Tho A-acatingof the present offices by theabovo 
cstablianmonts must materially affect tho present high rent of houses witliin the Fort, 
We have also heard that it is in contemplation to occupy tbot piurt of the isliffco 
now rented for tho Snpremo Court nnd not required for tho Court or tho 
accommodation of tho Hononrahle Judges os offices for the officers connected with 
the Court which is now ocenpied by indiA’iduals haring no claims tn public qnaitcts. 
AVe hove heard that the master in equity, prothonotary, registrar on the Ecclesiastical 
aide bf the Court, and tho aherilf will bo thus accommodated ond as they at present 
rent offices at tbe public cost tho sarins by this nnd other means in tho public’ 
charges for offico^ rent alone will exceed Its. 30,000 perannum calcnlating on prwablo 
conjecture what is now paid. ' 

Tho sacrifice of the ToAvn Onvemment House which made the accommodation of so 
many offices (.osaible was a change of some importance. The first paragraph of tho 
' Military BeralaUons of 1748 (Bombay Town Moterials, III. 109) runs : ’ That the 
Oovemormwe hie constant residence at tbe Fort that he may hare the mlUtaiy 
more immediately under his eye ond that be may ho the better ahlcT to judge of 
the conduct ond capacity of tho officers and holdiets.’ -It is not by this intended 
’ to restrain the Governor' from teing absent on' tho'.cnstomary visits or tours in 
tbe country* for hcblth Or diversion.' Sined the 'death of Mr. Jonathan Rancan on 
11th August 1811 the ■Oovemots haA-o spfent most of their time dt Porel and at Molabdf 
Feint. I ! . . • . 

’ Tho details avokj ; 2133* square yards paying ' the Company Bs. 32 a year at the 
> rate ' - square yard. ' t . . . 

were: 2706* square .yards poylng the Company ’^‘41* 'ayc.Arot 6 
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Council Cljamborand partly for the Sadar Addlat^ The two pureliases 
in 1764! arc said to have saved tiic Company Rs. 1766 a year.^ 

Tlio two houses purchased in 1764! did- not include quarters for tlie 
Secretary' who resided in a house close by, which in 1 7S0 Government 
purchased from Mr. Ravenseroft for Ss. 20,000 for the Secretary's 
residence. The boundaries of tliis houso are thus detailed in a deed of 
17 th Novcinlier 1772 : On the north a ^vall belonging’ to the premises ; 
on tho south Church Street j on tlic cast the wall of the ofiico of the 
Donourablo Comijany'a Sccrotaiy; sind on the west Mr, Hunter’s 
warehouse.® 

In September 1758 when tho demolition of the Port House forced 
them to leave the rooms in the Castlo* which they had apparently 
occupied since tho introduction of tlie Company’s mlo in 1663, tho 
Sccretarj^s and other otliccs were at first accommodated in warchonso 
sheds adjoining the Marine Yard. In April and May 1 760 ns there 
was no immediate hope of securing permanent quarters tho Collector 
and the Portification P.aymaslcr wein allowed to hire houses for tlioir 
ofilces. (Puh. Diaries 14th April and SOtliMay Vol. 34 of 1760, 285, 
393.) 

For some reason tliis permission was either not obtained or not acted 
on in tho case of tho Secretary’s and Accountant’s ofllecs. In a joint letter 
(Pul). Dhry42of 1764, 3S7-328) to Government, on the 22nd May 
1764 Mr. Andrew Ramsay tho Secretary and Mr. Dalton the Accountant 
write ; The manj*’ incon%'cnicnccs we experience in carrying on tho 
business of our respective ofilces from the improper constmerion of tho 
places wo now occupy (which wore never intended for anything but 
warehouses) and tho necessity for tho preservation of tho several books and 
papers under our charge, lead us to trouble your Honour by requesting 
you would lake tho same into your serious consideration, and citlior build 
or purchase such houses as nmy be fit for tljo purpose. The approach 
of the rainy season makes iliis more immediately necessary, for tho 
present ofilces not being coiled, and only covered with a mat, they leak 
very much, and the dust .and dirt which in tho course of tho fair 
season have I)ccn collected l}ciwcon the rafters and the top of the mat, 
being forced down by the rain, not only spoil tho books desks and 
papers, but render it both unwholesome and disagreeable to write in 
iJicm. The variety of dificront sorts of goods lodged in tho adjoining 
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' Warden’s I.nndcil Tennrea of Bcimljay 20th Aiignst 1814 pariia 121-123, Boto 
Oov. Kcl, LXIV. 47-48 anti MS. Sol. 51, 80-81. 

’Collector's Deed File JCccoril Mn, 88 pnae 199 Of tlio fortunes nt this Secretary’s 
house Mr. Warden has prcscrvctl tho follovring particulars ; Tho Unit person tvlio 
oppeara to liavo rented this ground of tho Company vtm Samuel llongli, on the 
payment of the quit nml ground rent of six rr'i tho sqimro yard. In 1781-02 Hough 
sold this property to Cnptnin G. England. Engl.aud in 1708-07 sold it to MAnokjl 
l.iinji. From Aldnchji it passed in 1772 to Mr. John Ifuntor, and front Mr. Iluntor 
in 177.1-74 to Jfr. Secretary Skinp ; Mr, Ravenseroft lionglit it from Jfr. Skipp iu 
1770-80 and sold it na nhovo to tlio Compnn3'. Landed 'i'oniircs 20th August 1814 
paras 125-120, Bom. Gov, Scl. LXIV. 48-40. 

’In 1755 Captain DoEnnek wrote (Bombay Town hfotorials, II. SOS): Round tliO 
polygon interior of tho Castlo nro some buildings for lodging n amail part of the civil 
and inUit.ary bcaidcs tho houses for tho Oovomor’u Council Room and public oQItcs 
of the accountant, secretary, stores, and treasury. 
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Avnrcliousc3 likcnnsc ntlrafato numkcrs of rats nuBqnitos nnd other 
vennin, and Uio const-int noise of the l<amdts and coolies in transporting 
such goods is ostrcincly inconvenient. Tliis lias been often mentioned 
by us to the llonontablc the President, and iii consequence thereof your 
lionouTs u'cre pleased to represent the same to tlic Ilonourablo Court 
of JDircoloin in your address per sliip York, udiich iras tlic reason of our 
.not troubling you sooner on the subject, in liopcs tliat their answer 
.would liavc led you to determine either on building or purchasing. 
But ns 3 'our attention lias been otbcrwisc engaged, we now bog leave 
to repeat the necessity of the oiltccs being removed, for notwitlistanding » 
our utmost care many of tlic boohs arc greatly damaged, and we have - 
licen obliged to rc-bfnd most of them, owing to the covers rotting by 
tbe damp and dnst. Should you determine to build, we likewise beg 
leave to add that itwillbo verj' proper to remove into some other house 
until tlic building is completed. In conscqucuec of this letter before the 
end of Slay in tlic absence of the Admiral the Secretary’s nnd Accountant’s 
o(ncc.<i were temporarily moved into Mr. WhiteliilPs House. Towards 
the close of October 1764 Mr. Wliitcliiirs House as already noticed 
was pnrcltnscd for the Sccrctarj**B oQlcc at a cost of Us. 45,000 and the 
neiglilx)uring bouse belonging to Mr. Hunter was at the same time 
honglil for the other offices at n cost of Bs. 60,000. In notifying these 
■purckiscs to tlio Court of Directors the Bombay Government (14th 
December 1764, Bombay Town Materials, II. 460-470) write ; Both 
houses arc togoUicr suIRcient for all the different hranclies of j’our 
Honouris bnmness except the Marine. Though, as already noticed, the 
Accountant’s and other offices seem to liavo been turned out of" 
hlr. Hunter’s House in 170S to make room for the Sadnr Addlat and 
Council Hall, the Sccretarj'’s office continued in these building till 
in 1829 it was moved to tbc present (1894) Old Secretariat buudings 
nnd from there, about 1871, to the present Secretariat. . 


SToirw JlJiu Daring tho first years of British Rule thore naturally was no Torro 
Hall.' The Justices hold their sittings in the Bombay, and Mahim 
Customs Houses, and when (1675) tho Judicial Courts were removed 
to a liircd house, this hired house served also as a Town Hall. In 1677 
tho chief chamW of hir. Aungior’s Court of Judicature was named 
tiio Town Hall. Details of this buildings are given under Mdpla Por. 
In 1720 when Rdma Kfimdti’s house in Bazdr Gate street bcc.'imo 'Ae 
Company’s property the chief chamber .was fitted up as a 
.Court House and Town H^l, and was used by the Justices and by the 
Court of Admiralty.^ 

; During tho next fifty years tho "want of room and the bad repair of 
Bfima’s buildings were a favomite topic of complaint by the Grand 


• Tho AdininiUy Court whose chief funef ion wns tho-tij-inGr of pirates ^vns held lit tho 
Presiaent’e house ns well ns nt the Town HaU(Pah. Diary 41 of 1763, 622), The Diary > 
of the 7 tli Junwiiy ^76* recoup s This nioming AndrevrPopo and ^VilUaln Brace, two. 
of the pimtcB condemned at a Conti of Admiralty licld tho lOtU day of Noramber <L7G3) ^ 

winfc exDcnlcd agrocal^ to the sonfcncc of the Court and nfeenrards hnnir *in chaini 
npon Oyster Bock, Fuh, Diary 42 of 1764, 10. ® 
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Jtiiy and tlie Justices of the Peace. At a Consultation of the 23Td 
April 3771 the Doatd read the following letter from Mr. Gregory 
Page clerk of the peace, to the President and Council, dated the 20th 
April 11771: T.be Grand Jury at the last sessions represented to TUb 
hlajesty^s Justices that the ruinous condition of the present Town 
Hall, added to the great inconvenience attending the holding the 
sessions there, from the want of proper apartments for the juries, with 
rooms for the prisoners and evidences, rendered the constructing a new 
hall or the complete repairing of the present so essentially ncccs-cnry 
that ihej' recommended to the Mayor’s Court to carry the same into 
csecution. Government resolved that the consideration of this letter 
he deferred. Three months later at a Consultation of the 24-th July 
1771, the Poard read the follow’ing letter from the Clerk of the Peace 
to the President, dated Bombay Towu Hall 23rd Jnly 1771 ; The 
Grand J ur}' have again presented the Town Hall as being unsnitahlc 
improper and dangerous. The Mayor's Court particularly concur in 
the propriety of this part of their presentment and have enjoined mo 
strongly to recommend to yonr Honour the providing a Town Hall 
more secure suitable and commodious than the present one. The Board 
resolved that the consideration of the above letter be deferred.^ 

Ten years later, on the 23rd August 1780 Government at last 
resolved tliat a sur\’ey ho made of the Town Hall and a report delivered 
in of its present state and condition.' In siuto of tins Bcsolntion 
matters continued as Ixsforc except tlmt at times the sessions were held 
in hired houses. One of these houses was the Theatre the site of which, 
as sho^m by the 1814 Burvoy map, lay to tbe north of the Elphinstone 
Circle, a plot of ground now merged partly in the Circle and partly in 
the road. On the 17th July 1786 the managers of the Theatre forwarded 
to the J ustices a bill for rent duo wliich was in time submitted to 
Government. At a Consultation of the 27th July 1786 Government 
observe : Bead a letter from tbe managers of the Theatre addressed 
to llis Majcst 3’’6 Justices cnclosiug a bill amounting to Rs. 500 for the 
rent of that building during the time it has been occasionallj' appro- 
priated for iho meeting of the quarterly sessions. As we have had it 
in contemplation to dispose of the Old Town Hall and erect a new 
building &om the produce of its sale, and, as the exorbitance of the 
present demand render^ it necessary to come to an immediate determina- 
tion, it is resolved tliat the old building be sold at public outcry on 
Monday the Slst of the ensning 'month of August for ready money and 
on the terms which will be noticed. , As the ivaiubouscs under the old 
Town Hall are appropmted by the farmer’s lease for the lodgment of 
his tobicco, om* determination must be communicated to the Collector, • 
who is to settle with' the tobafcco &rmor for a compensation in lion 
thereof during the remainder of the lease. The General will direct the 
clerk of the works to draw out a plan of the intended building on the 
most frugal scale to bo ore'eted on the rains of the old Marino House (in 
the north of the present C1894] Dock Yard) which appears to ns to be 
the most convenient and proper place for this purpose. On the Slst 


, '• Toiva Materials, 11. 488. 
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Augiiet 1780 the Town Hall was aecorOinglj' sold. Accommodation for - 
the Maj’oi^s Court rind the Tou’n Hall w’as piovidcd in Ilomby Ilonso 
the present (1804) Great Wefetern Hotel then alsohnown as Admiralty 
IIouso.^ Witliin two j’Cars (1788) the Courts had to vacate Ilornby 
IlouEO in favour of the ofllccrs of His Majestj'^s 7 Ist Bcgimcnt. At 
a Consultation of the 25tli hlareh 1788 Government directed that the 
poition of the Marino House occupied h}' the Secretary to the Marine 
Boai^ bo fitted up as a Court House and To^vn Hall, the expense of 
which was estimated hy tho engineer at about Bs. 133.^ 'j’en years 
later, on the 18th April 1798 (Pnb. Diary 132 of 1798, 947-948) 
the civil auditor writes to Government : As to tho Town Hall and 
site of ilic old Alcrinc House with tho wainliouso for tho Patent Cotton 
Press erected thereon, the convenience of the ground they occupy in 
tho lauding and shipment of goods is a greater consideration than 
any sum tliat would piohahly he offered for the minons buildings 
standing themn or the Patent Cotton Press which has liccn found of 
no use. Besides the Town Hall the Company are at tlie expense of 
Bs. 200 a month for a sessions house. By having a good Tonm Hall 
this latter expense might be saved j and though I am extremely averse 
from any increase of tho Companj'’B buildings, I tlunk tliat mth a 
proper arrangement the accommodation pointed out by the Committee 
might be made, and on the remainder of the site might ho erected 
a building tho lower part of which would contain warehouses in the 
most convenient situation possible for nearly the whole of the Com- 
ji.an 3''6 goods, and over thorn a town hall, and any other ofGccs tliat 
might bo Tcq.uirGd. This suggestion was not carried out. ^Pive months 
later on 'the arrival in September 1798 of Sir ‘William S 3 nr the first 
Bccoider, Colonel Jones’ house, that is the present Port Trust Bonded 
Waiehouses in Marine Street, was taken for his residence. Next 
year (October 1799), wben Sir William quitted this house, it was 
rotmned as a Town Hall (Bombay Town Materials, II. 494-495). 
This arrangemout did not last long. Within less than a j’ear tho 
BecorderiB Court and with it very probably the Town Hall were 
provided with accommodation in Hornby's House. 

For ten years the main room in Hornby House seems to have been used 
as a Town Hall.® A general desire to have a separate Town Hall took 
shape in the following letter to Government, dated the 10th October 
1811, from tho Bccorder the Honourable Sir James Maokiutorit : At 
the desire of some of the principal British inhabitants of this settle- 
ment I have the honour to lay the following cirenmstanccs before you 
respecting a plan of public ornament and'utility. Tho want of a Town 
Hall for puhlio meetii^s and entertainments has long been complained * 
of as a singular deficiency in so prosperous and conriderahle a settle- 
ment. There, are several circamstanccs at the present moment which 


' » BonAay llaicriiils, II. 486 - 490, ' ' 

in tU Cottritr of ’ tli(i;14ai JnnnUry.lSSC sliOTrs that 

hpforo tho ewetvon of tlio new Tomi HnU tins seeeions %Tero hold in Hornhy Hoase : By 
n Eivo notice that a bcbsIoiib * 

OyCT.and T<^mer and MneMlgaolfehTerf wiUho holden before the Supreme Court of 
Jadicntpre at BoinbPjr nttlie Court Houec iu^tlio^Town HftlU * / 
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woTild probably encourage us to compaence snob a building if wo could 
hope for the patronage and aid of Grovernment. The estimated expense 
is one Idkh. ^ There ^re various sources from which we hope to com- 
plete a efficient part of that at least to justify a commencement, 
namely (1) The Committee for managing IJie erection of a statue of 
the JSlarc[ufs CornwafliB are of opinion that they may apply out of the 
surplus in their hands to the erection of a building where that statue 
may be placed about Its. 20,000. (3) Thelnterary Society of Bombay 

on consideration of apartments for a public library as well as from 
a desire to contidbute their mite to the public accommodation will give 
Rs. 10,000. (3) We humbly hope that considering the aid which 

Bombay has afforded to the improvement of Calcutta by the annual 
purchase of 400 lottery tickets for several years yom'JSonourable Board 
will deem it proper to propose to the Supreme Government to add to the 
Calcutta lotteries sudi a number of tickets as will allow one thousand to 
Bombay for the Tqwu Hall being the number which on such an occasion 
is likely to be annually taken here. This is calculated annually at 
Rs. 20,000. (4) We also venture to hope that the liberality of 

Government will aid such an undertaking with a small sum, say 
Rs. 10,000. With such a sum the Town Hall might be immediately 
begun which under the soientific direction of Major Cowper would 
combine architectural beauty with public accommodation and reflect 
honour on this Presidency, but more especially on the Government 
under whose liberal patronage it was commenced. I humbly solicit 
the fovour of an answer respecting both the l^t items, and in my 
present circumstances I hope that I do not deviate from the respect 
which I owe and feel when I request that the answer may be early as 
well to my present communication as to that of yesterday. 

On perusing this letter at their Consuftaiion of ZSih October 1811, 
Government resolved to address the Governor-General in Council at Fort 
William in the following terms ; We have the honour to forward to 
your Excellency copy of a 'letter from the Honourable Sir James 
Mackintosh, the Recorder of Bombay, submitting to consideration 
apian for the construction of a Town Hall at this Presidency. Your 
Excellency in Council, will observe that the attainment of that object 
entirely depends upon yout Excellency's acquiescence in the suggestion 
offered by Sir James IdaoMntesh, of admitting this Presidency to a parti- 
cipation in the funds realised at Bengal for a similar purpose through 
the means of lotteries by increasing the Calcutta lottery to the extent 
of 1000 tickets on account of this Presidency. As the proposed plan 
will not in any degree that we ■ are" aware of deprive the Presidency of 
Fort William of the full amount of the sum at present derived from the 
success of the Calcutta, lottery ; and as its adoption would supersede the 
necessity of our endeavquring-te' establish one at this settlement and thus 
circumscribe the evils v^ich in a'greater or less" degree are ex;^rienoed 
from the toleration of that system of raising supplies of money for any 
particular purpose j we are induced upon these grounds strongly to 
recommend Sir James Maddntesh's proposal to the favourstblo co^ider- 
ation of j^ur , Excellency in Council. / 'As om' determination in sub- 
scribing the stun of Rs. 10,000, for the Ippnstractionpf the Town Hall 
on the part of the Honourable "Company- wfli depend upgn the result of 
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this xeEerence, tre request that your Excellency in Council 'will be so 
obliging as "to favour us 'with an early xqply to the object of this ' 
application. ^ , 

At the same 'time Govemmfent wrote the following reply to Sir James ■; 
Mackintosh : We have the honour ■to acknowledge the receipt of your 
' letter ^ted the 10th of this month. Entirely approving of -the 
suggestions whidi yon have offered for the construction of a Town Hall 
at this Presidency we arSnordially disposed to extend our support to 
the measure. Uhder these impressious we have forwarded a copy of 
your address to the Bengal Government, accompanied by a recommend-> 
ation of the proposed plan of increasing the Calcutta lottery to the extent 
of 1000 -tickets on account of this Presidency. Should bis Excellency 
in Council consent to grant -the aid solicited by the adoption of the 
proposed plan we shall also have much pleasure in promoting the 
construction of the building iu question by meeting your wishes in 
Bubsoiibiug 'the sum of Bs. 10,000 for that purpose.-^ 

. In reply to -the Government of Bombay on the 10th December 1811 . 
the Supreme Government -write : Prom -the inquiries whidl have been 
made on the subject the Governor General in Council has every reason 
to believe that the ordinary number of tickets in the Calcutta lotteries 
could not be increased wim any reasonable prospect of disposing of 
them. His Lordship in Council in consequence regrets that no means 
exist of meeting the wishes expiassed by the Government of Bombay 
with respect to -that point.® 

On learning of -the Supreme Government's -refusal on llthApril^-^ 
1812 Messrs. Porbes & Co. and Messrs. Brace Pawcett & Co. wrote 
to Government : We have to acknowledge -the communication of the 
refusal of the Supreme Government to accede to our offer of taking 
1400 tickets in the Calcutta lottery provided 1000 in addition to the 
ordinary number were appropriated for -the benefit of this Presidency,''., 
- haying by that offer entirely removed the sole objection made by the 
Supreme Government to render 'the Calcutta lottery contributory to 
the improvement of Bombay. We mnst heuc^orth look to the .resources 
of this Fresidenoy alone for the funds necessary to the erection of a Hall. • 
Wp therefore have the honour of submitting the plan of lottery 
wmch we propose shall be drawn on the Ist of August next nnder the 
sanction or patronage of Government. The ruling motive -to take a 
^ ticket in the Calcutta lottery undoubtedly is to obtain a chance of 
having the highest prize a lAkh of rupees. We have therefore so 
arranged -this plan that the Bombay- lottery shall not yield an inferior 
temp-tation 'while it will possess the superior, advan-tage, that he who 
adventures in it for the object we have mentioned • -will have 3000 
fewer chances against his success than he would have in the Calcutta 
lottery, the -one containing 2400 and the other 5400 tickets. Hoping 
that tiuB scheme -will appear to Government to he deserving of adoption 
and support we tender our voluntary services to carry it into effect. ■ 
Our scheme rs as follows : 


1 MS. ScleddoBs 110 of 1811-1817. , Pub. BioTv 326 of 1811 634&-62S2 
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A lottey to consist- of 2400 tickets at Ks. 100 each, the amount 
of the highest and lowest prize being ihe same with those of the 
Bengal lotteries and the number of blanks to a prize being also in the 
same proportion with the plan of the seventh Calcutta lottery. The 
details are ; Bombay Lottery, ISIS. 


Prizes,. 

Bate. 

Amotmt- 

KOo 

Ks. 

no. 

1 

IM.OOO 

1.00,000 

Z 

30,000 

30,000 

1 

20,000 

20.000 

1 

10,000 

10.000 

c 

' 1,000 

0.000 

cto 

100 

&ifi00 

GSO 

Total 

2,20,000 


In addition to these 550 prize-tickets worth Rs. 2,20,000 there will 
be 1850 blank tickets worth Hs. 20,000 applicable to the improvement 
of Bombay and the o^qicnscs of the lottery. In all there will be 2400 
tickets of B-s, 100 each representing a total sum of Rs. 2,40,000. The 
hundredth ticket drawn on the last day will be entitled to the prize of 
Rs. 30,000. On perusing this letter at their Consultation of the 15th • 
April 1812 Government ordered that the subject lie for consideration.*- 

Two weeks later, on the 27“29th^ Ap^ 1812, the following 
minute was recorded: Resumed consideratfon of the letter from 
Messrs. Forbes & Co. and Bruce Fawcett & Co. The Governor in 
Council ha'i’ing received every' assurance &om those firms, corroborated 
by the general opinion of the community that the resources of this 
Presidency are sufficient to support at least two lotteries in the 
year which will realise about Rs. 40,000 a year to be appropriated 
for public purposes, is disposed under such circumstances to 
extend the patronage of (^vemment experimentally to two 
lotteries being annually oijened for the improvement of the Town 
and Island of Bombay. The Governor in Cornell is at the came 
time not unaware of the objections that are justly entertained on 
general principles to the cncootagemcnt of lotteries. It was in consi- 
deration to those objections and with the view of circumscribing the evils 
that liavo been experienced from their introduction into other countries 
that this Government preferred an application to the Supreme Govern- 
ment to admit this' Presidency to a participation in the profits that 
might be realised from a limited increase in the number of tickets 
allotted to the Calcutta lottery. As that suggestion has not been 
approved ; as the object in view in realising funds cannot be accom- 
plished from any other source ; and further as the utilising of lotteries 
appears to be virtually sanctionod by the spirit of the Honourable Court's 
instructions convcj'ed in the 131st paragraph of their letter of the 2nd 
May 1806, the Government ate trader jthese impressions, induced to 
acguicsce in the measure. To this they the more readily agree, seeing 
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tliat, as is advcrlod to l>y tlic Ilonouralile Court, tlio ol^^cUons .to 
iotlcrics in Bnj'land do not apply in tiioir ^n1I extent to lotteries in this 
country not only from tlic nature and. the .state of society ontliis 
island and its suliordinatcs but also because the lotteries are entirely 1 
and immcdiatelj' subject to the control of the Government and are 
condnelcd under tbe n^ncy of gcnllcmcn of the first respectability ot 
cbamctcr. (1) Bcsolvcu tbereforo that %Vil!iam Taylor Money, Kidard 
Torin, O. SVoodliotise, .Tames Gathomo Rcminirton, John Kayo, anQ 

AVilHam Esquires, !« njipointcd commissioners and requested to 

nndcrhihe the arrangement and gonoml siiiierintondonco of the lolicir, 
framing and submitting for the decision of Government such regulations 
connected tlicrcunth !is may npjnsir to their judgments calculated to 
ensure its liciug conducted u'ltli duo satisfaction to the public. fS) 
Bcsolrcd tlint tbe follon’ing sclicmc containing a slight modiHcaHon of the 
scheme submitted by Messrs. Forbes and Comjiany and Messrs. Brace 
Fawcett and Company be adopted and sent tothefommissioners as the 
basis of llio lottery i»rcp.nratory to its being publii-licd in the Govern- 
ment ncaaipapcr. (tt) Resolved at (he nomination of tlic Uononmble 
the Governor that II. B. T. Crazier Esq. he appointed to the office of 
Superintendent of lotteries, being allowed to &aw from tbe profits of 
each a personal recompense and Rs. dOOO to defray tlio cliargcs of 
management and ^contingencies witli the exception of stationciy wbidi 
the Chief Scerclary under the considemtion of its being an undcr- 
tahing for the public benefit may be allowed to supply from the public 
stores. Tlic details arc : 


Firft JHemlay Zettery, ISIS, 


Prlt-ri, 

Rnte. 

Ajzcvnl, 


Ro. 

Its. 

1 

1,(0, COO 


1 

3D»rno 

5\ffX) 

1 

2a.»w 

cn.otw 

1 

10.0(0 

10.000 

0 

1<W 

PW 

too 

ICO 

M.OCO 

ao 


s,j(toco 

lem 

inanKs fippUeftble tc 
tho Imprornntnt of 
nomla>’ ftjid lo tbr 


• 

expenrira of tho lot- 



tco’ ... 

11.000. 

2m 

Tickets ot aii.lOO each 

£, 49,000 


The hundredth tickoi drawn on tho last day will'ho entitled to the 
' -prize of Rs. 80,000.^ 

• On tlio 22nd April 1810 tho Commissionens write to Government to 
have tho plan of the lothery advertised with' the ’necessary explanations. 
1 he Boa^l ordered.^- 6th May) ^at tho - lottery he properly adver- 
■'tised.* r.' .•• • ' , • 
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^Ontho Si’d July 1812 the Comtnissloneis write: "We respectfully 
hope to be excused under the difficulties which this first undertaking has 
to encounter for soliciting your Honourable Board to subscribe for 200 
tickets in the lottery in Ueu of the donation of Rs, 10,000. On the 
^ 8th July the Board reply that Goverament do not* consider themselves 
at liberty to comply witij the Commissioners* solicitation.* 

The firet lottery proved so successful that the Commissioners 
submitted a scheme for an improved second lottem On the 1 1th August 
1812 they ^te : The sncccss which has attended our late endeavours 
to accomplish the drawing of the fii'st Bombay lottery^ iTi^n/v»B us thns 
early after its completion ,to lay before your Honourable Board the 
accompanying copy of an amended scheme for the second Bombay 
Town HaU lottery which if it meat*with your concnn'cnce we propose 
publishing in the Courier of Saturday next. Our scheme is as follows : 

Bombay lottery for the erection of a Town Hall within the Fort 
established by the Honourable the Governor in Council and to be 
'conducted by a Superintendent under the immediate direction of 
Commisshaere appointed by Government The dettf^s are ; 


Second BonibeCtf Lottery, ISIS. 


Prizes. 

■ listo. 

Ainonnt. 

Ko. 

1 

1 

t 

2 

8 

6 

15 

20 

4C0 

1Kb* 

50.000 

50. 000 

20.000 

10,000 

5000 

2000 

1000 

COO 

100 

E«*. * 

50.000 

80.000 
20,000 
20,000 

15.000 

10.000 
16,000 
10,000 
40,000 

60S 

' 2,10,000 

■ 

Ulnnkg appKoalilo to 

tho conetmetion of 

tlio Town HaII end 

expcuBcs of tUe tottc- 

Ticlccts of Its. lOOoacb 

m 


5,40,000 


On perusing the above letter, at their Consultation of the 9th September 
1812, Government issue following directionB : In reference to the 
letter from the Commissioners recorded in our proceedings of the 
19 th August they be called upon to report whether th(^ would guarantee 
the sale of the tickets oh the second plan in the event of Government 
sanctioning the "drawing of* another lottery. The Right Honourable 
the Governor in Council is also desirous of receiving information tof 
the particular objects which the lottery is intended to proniote and what 
may he the sum estimated as necessary to realise. Also to furm'sh 
plans showing the puiposes for which the building may ho intended.*’ 

In reply on the 14th September 1812 the Commissioners write : Wo 
have the honour to adniowledge the receipt of Mr. Seoretaiy Newn^m*s 
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letter of tl>c 9lli instant, Tcqnesling iis to stale whether we would 
gnnmntcc tlic sale ot the tickets in the second plan in the event 
of Government sanctioning the drawing of another lotterj* and catling 
upon US to mention the objccln wliich the lottery is intended to 
promote j the sum necessary to realise tl>ese objects ; and any plans 
that may liavo been determined on. Permit us in reply to observe Uint 
lianng no interest wliatcvcr in the success of tbc lotteries separate from 
that of the communitj' at large and Iiaving gratuitously underUikcn a 
public duty at the request of Government ns will more clearly appear 
by reference to Mr. Acting Secretary Parish’s letter of the 27th April 
last we sltould not fed ourscb-cs warranted in incurring anj' degree of 
risk b 3 ' guaranteeing tho sale of tickets. At the same time it is 
satiefnolorj' to bo enabled to remark from tho snccess of the_ hast lottery 
which has j'icldcd above Its. 3,11,000, were s o improl^iblc a ciicumst.anco 
to occur as one-halt of tho tickets in the neVt to remain unsold 
and nil to be drawn blanks no loss could ultimalelj' accnio hj' nndertakinw 
nuothcr loltcrj*. Tire immediate object whicb the lotteries intended 
to proridc for is tho construction of a Town IJnll the want of which, 
to use the words of Sir James Sfackinlosh in his letter to Government 
nndcr dale the lOUi October 1811, has long been comidaincd of as n 
singular deficiency in so prosperous and considerable a settlement. 
Tiro purposes to which the Ball is intended to be appropriated arc chiefly 
the following : 

1. For nil iiiccUnpr of tiro Briiislt intmbrtnntA wlrotUor for public business 
or for national cntcrlarnrrrents rrtrdcr srreb rcgtrlalions a' Iho Goremmont 
iiinj- plcnso to Inj* dowru 

2. For flic Ricctiiip^ of Ilis iirajcst 3 ’*s Justices in quarter sesdons 
assembled and otherwise. 

3. For Uio ncconrnrodniion of tiro Xiitcroty Sodety and tiro rrcccplion of 
their valuable arid increasing' library. 

4. For tho reception of tho staUrcs of ^farquis Cornwallis nnd Mr. Pitt 
and of nnv future monuments of BrllLsh art which public gTAtitrrdo may 
bring to Bombay. 

Tho cstinrated expense was slated by Sir James Afack^tosh through 
some mistake that cannot bo accounted for to' Im one liikh of rupees 
whereas it was supposed that it woitld amount to upwards of two lakhs 
and that irndcr all circiinrslauccs three Mklrs would cover the cs| 7 cnsc 
of a building which as is observed in his letter above quoted would 
‘ combine avchitcctural beaut}- with public accommotlation mrd reflect 
honour on the Government trndcr whose libctul patronage it should be 
commcuecd.’ The only plan which Las ever been submitted w.'ts one 
drawn by Major Cowper of tho Engineer corps • tlie gentleman under 
w-hoso sciontiHo direction it was tho wish of the settlement that tho Hall 
shoidd be constructed. Major Cowperis suljscquont .ai>poinlmcnt to tho 
churgo .of 'Bie coramissqriat has deprived the • public of the benefit .of 
his scmces in tlio erection of tho Ilall, and in 'couEcqucnco whenever 
itehalllmdctcrmmcd that funds snfiidicnt for tho commencement of 
iJio work have been collected those to whose management the 
important business wiU be confided must consider of the best mcsine to 
be recommended to Governmenfc for suppljdng his loss. Tho funds‘at 
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present at eommand to commence tlic construction o£ tbe Hall oi'c as 
follows :• ^ Rg, 

Bcaliscd by the first lottery about ... 1,11,000 

Tho amount subscribed by Government 10,000 

Ditto by tbo Literary Society 

^vlio are to bare apartments in tbe Hall ... 10,000 

Considered by tho Committee for the erection of 
IMarquis CoTb^yallis’s statue to be applicable to 
tbe construction of tbo Hall in which it is proposed 
to place tbe stntuo ... 20,000 

Tobol ... 1,51,000 

Prom this statement the best hopes may be entertained that tbe 
Town Hall, if tbe erection be early commenced, will be completed in tbe 
course of tln-ee years, and we beg to obscrt'c that should any funds 
remain they may be rendered applicable to many other public 
improvements much needed in .-this settlement. 

On the above report from the Commissioners on the 1 5tb September 
1812 Government observe that upon the cstimuto submitted by tlio 
Commissioners for the construction of a Town Hall amounting to tbrae 
Idkhs of rupees it will be necessary' to sauctiou at least seven lotteries 
before tbo sum required to complete that estimate can be realised, and 
as Government are desirous to discontinue the practice of raising funds 
for an}' purpose through so objectionable a medium, it is ordered that 
tho CommissioncES be requested to before Government a plan for 
tbe proposed Town Hall with intimation .'that if they can cii'cumscribc 
its ^mensiouB so as to admit of tbe building being constructed for tire 
sum of two Idklis the Government would have the ; less reluctance to 
sanction a mode for raising money which as they must themselves 
admit "is liable to many objections. Cn tbo 23rd September, 
Government repeat this order of the 15tb September 1812.^ 

In reply on tbe 7tb October 1812 tbo Committee write : "We have 
been favoured w'itb your commands, under date tbe 23rd ultimo, to 
submit a circumscribed plan for tho construction, of a Town Hall the 
expense of whleb shall not amount to more than about two Islkbs of 
; rupees. It will require some time to obtain such a plan as shall be 
I perfectly approved ; but wo hope to have one prepared which shall not 
exceed the limits prcsciibcd. In the meanwhile we beg to recommend 
that measures, inay be pursued for miring the necessary funds. 

On perusing ' this letter on the 21st October 1812, Government 
resolved that me scheme of the second lottery recorded under date the 
1 9th of August last ho approved and sanctioned under the assuEauce 
niforded by the Committee that the objects of thelotterj' can be effected 
for tbo sum of two Idklis of rupees.® 

In continuation of their above letter of tho 7th October '1812 tbo 
Committee write on the 21st October 1812 : In reference to tho letter 
of the 7tli instant which we had the honour of submitting to your 
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consideration we enclose the draft of an advertlsenient inviting 
plans for the constructaon of a Town Hall which wo propose to pnhlish 
in the Bombay Courier, We take the liberty of recommending that 
the building should bo on the Bombay Green nearly in the site of the 
present guard-house and of the temporary buildings* contiguous to it. 
The reasons which have induced us to recommend this spot are that a 
structm’e intended for ornament as well as utility should not be placed 
in a confined situation but stand insulated and exposed on all sides to 
public view. We are further induced to make this recommendation 
serang that it is in the contemplation of Government to erect a new 
main guard and that perhaps the atuation of the present firo engine 
house which is too -limited for a Town Hall may be deemed amply 
Eufiicient and equally convenient for the new main guard. Should the 
suggestion be favourably received we request ' that the proper officers 
heinstructed to measure the ground which may he allotted for the 
Town H^ll and to comcmnicate the measurement to us in order that 
its dimension may be inserted in the advertasement. The advertisement 
would run : 

Town Hall of Bombay — ^The Committee appointed to snperintend the 
erection of the Town Hall of Bombay will 'on or before the IStb day of 
•Tanuaiy next receive plans and elevations for "the construction of a Town 
Hall addressed to the Chief Secretary to Qovemmeht. Tho following 
infonnation is given for the guidance of those who may be disposed to furnish 
the Committee with plane. 'Tho Town Hall is intended first (1) For the 
meetings of the Britisli inhabitants of Bombay whether for public business 
or for entertainment ; the number assembled is calculated at 300 persons. 

(2) For the permanent accommodation of the Literary Society of Bomhay *' 
and the reception of their Ubraiy. (8) For the reception of the statues _ of 
Mr. Pitt and Marquis Cornwallis and of any future monuments of British 
art. The site of the building will be on Bombiw Green ; the space of ground 
which it may occupy is . . . feet front by . . . feet depth. The funds intended for 
tho" erection of the hnilding amount to two Idkhs of rupees and the estimates 
which it is desirable shoum accompany the plans and elevations ought not 'S 
to exceed that sum. Bombay Slst Ootober 1812. 

On porosing the above on the 28th October 1812 Gpvemmenfc 
ordered that copies o£ the preceding papers be referred to the Chief 
Engineer -witli directions to report whether the erecting’ the proposed 
Town Hall on the spot pointed out by the Committee will render it 
necessary to remove any public buildings or be in any other respect 
attended with detriment to the Company's interest.^ J. 

In reply on the 22nd December 1 812, the Chief Engineer Lieut.- 
Colonel Atkins writes to the Chief Secretary to Government : I have 
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter enclosing '.one from tho 
Committee appointed by the British inhabitants • of Bombay to 
superintend the erection of a Town Hall and desiring that I report 
whether tho erecting the proposed hall on the spot pointed out by tlie 
Committee will render it necessary to remove any public buildings or 
be in any respect attended with detriment to the Honourable Company's 
interest. I request you will bo pleased to inf oim the Bight Honourable 
tho Governor in Counril that I have inspected the premised- noticed in 
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the Commiltce’s Ictior j a skotoli of the space it will occupy is laid down 
in the accompanying' plan of Bombay Green and distinguished by a 
pale-yellow colour 250 feet front by 130 feet deep. With all deference 
j I beg to notice that if the intended building is brought to the dotted 
line ab, there will be more E 2 )acc left between it and the Castle for 
buildings tliat may hereafter be required for arsenal purposes. The 
public buildings that it will be necessary to remove are the main guard 
and part of the old arsenal, both of which are constructed of temporary 
materials. I am not aware that the erecting a Town Hall on the place 
proposed can be of any detriment to the Honourable Company's interest. 

On reading the above report, on the 23fd December 1812, Government 
ordered that a copy of the Chief Engineer's letter be forwarded to the 
Committee of the British inhabitants of Bombay \vith notice that 
Government have no objection to the Town Hall being erected on the 
spot pointed out by Colonel Atkins.* 

After having disposed of a number of tickets, the Committee write 
on tlie 6th April 1813 : The number of tickets disposed of to the 
31st ultimo is 1275. We rely on the local attachment and public 
spirit of numerous indinduals for the disposal of 300 more, and if 
Government wll be pleased to contribute its aid by taking a similar 
number, wo are of opinion that the drawing may be coTnmenced in full 
confidence from past expoiionce tliat the residue will be sold between 
the daj's of drawing. On the 7th April Government ordered that tlic 
Commissioners he informed that Government docs not feel itself 
" ‘ authorised to afford any aid to the lottery of tlie nature they have 
solicited.® 

On the loth April ISIS the Commissioners write : It only remains 
for us to state the impracticability of proceeding further witli the lottery 
unaided by Government and the consequent necessity of announcing 
- its abandonment to tlie public and of returning the piu'chaso-moncy of 
tickets to the sevonil subscribers who laudably came forward to 
promote this second undertaking. Under your sanction we shall direct 
ah advertisement to the effect of the enclosed draft to’ be inserted in the 
public prints to which it will bo necessary that the sub-treasurer 
should be instructed to conform. The folloiving is the proposed draft : 
The Commissioncre appointed hy Government for the management of 
the Bombay Lottery are concerned to be under the necessity of 
' announcing its abandonment and of ■ the snh-iieasnrcr hai'ing in 
consequence been instructed to return the purchase-money of tickets 
to the several subscrihers wlio have laudably come fonvard to promote 
the success of this second undertaking. On the 2lst April 1813 the 
Board ordered tliat the Commissioners be informed tliat the Board have 
no objection to tlie publication of the advertisement notif 3 dng the 
* rclinquishmeijt of tlie Bombay Lottery.® 

On the 4)th November 1818 Mr. dDrskinc, the Secretary to the 
Committee, -writes to the President and Governor : I am roqvo^od 

w • * 

1 « MS. SolcctionB 110 of 1811 -islr. Pob. Diary 343 of 4812, 6737 - 6740. 

* MS. Sclectioni 110 of 1811 - 1817. ' 

»Eub..Diary 310 of 1813, 2016-^17, MS; Sploclions 110 of 1817 - 1817., 

■n innii—'jn v 


Chapter X. 

■ 4 

lastitntions- 

Tomr Hall. 
Second 
Lottery, 
1812 . 


1813 . 



626 


BOMBAY TOWN 


tHistorickl 


<CniapteT X. 

institutions* 

ZToirff MihL. 
Second 
Lottery, 
1813. 


1814. 


1816. 


by the Committee apiJointed for snperintcnding the erection of the 
Town Hall and of apartments for the accommo^tion of the Literary 
Society, to lay before yonr Hononrable Board the plan which has been 
selected by the Committee from among those presented to it. It is 
the production of Lieutenant Hawkins of the Engineers. And should 
it meet with your approbation the Committee respeotfnlly suggest 
that orders may be given by your Honourable Board through the 
proper channel tor olearing the ground so liberally granted by Govern- 
ment as a site for the intended building. The Oommittce have further 
to request that the Eight Honom-able the Governor in Council would 
be pleased to grant peimission to Lieutenant Hawkins to superintend 
the work in the course of its piogress. On the 17th November 1815 
Government ordered that Mr. Erskinc be informed that Lieutenant 
Hawkins has recentlj’- stated to Government that his whole attention 
is required in the execution of bis public duties, and that his supeiintcnd- 
*ence of the proposed building cannot consequently be permitted 
'without his neglecting the more important duties of his station.^ 

Four months later, 25th March 1814, Government observe As it 
ap^iears fi'om the commnmcatnons which our President has liad nilh 
Lieutenant Hawkins that the assessment of the houses on the island 
is nearly completed, and that no considerable portion of his time will 
be occupied in superintending the erection of the Town Hall before 
the assessment will be finished, it is resolved that that officer ^ 
permitted to superintend the construction of the Town Hall in 
complianoo "with the Committee's application. Eesolved that in 
communicating this permission to Lieutenant Hawkins through the 
Chief Engineer that officer be informed that if it should be found that 
his superintendence of the work should interfere with the due execution 
of his public duties, the Bight Honourable the Governor in Council 
will feel himself under the necessity of making some other arrangement 
for the performance of such duties.^ 

In informing the Court of Directors on the 2nd August 1814 
Government write ; Yonr Honourable Oouxt} will observe ly a 
reference to our Cousultatrons the encouragement gxveh to the British 
inhabitants to engage in the erection of a Town Hall by the institution 
of a lottery in 181S which 'realised the sum of Bs. 1,11,870. Though 
we felt considerable reluctance in sanctioning a second lottery, we at 
last acquiesced under an assurance that the expense should not exceed 
two l&kliE of rupees. So much difficulty was, howei'er, experienced in 
the sale of the trekets that the second lottery was abandoned. Under 
whatever circumstances the Hall, may now he erected, we have reason 
to believe tliat no disposition exists in the minds of .the Commissioners 
to exceed the amount of the sum |o£ two Mkhs in construction of the 
^ building.® ; , . 

. . Begarding the Government grant on the 8th Api-il 1816 the Court 
write ; Although you state your intentiou of waitmg for our sanction 
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to the proposed donation o£ Rs. 10,000 towards the erection, of a Town 
Hall, it would appear from the answer which you directed to he made 
to tihe Commissioners oE the lottery on the Ist July 1812, that j’^ouhad 
already engaged yourselves to grant that sum, iVTe dcsii-c that you 
will in future avoid committing yourselves to any expense of this 
nature and that you wall confine yourselves to an undertaking to recom- 
mend the subject to our notice. TVo cannot approve of j'our making 
any advances whatever from the Company’s cash in furtherance of the 
proposed building of a Town Hall either as to the erection or furnishing 
of it, nor towards maintaining.its establishment when completed. As to 
the grant of land on Bombay Green for the erection of the Town Hall, 
which, you have recommended, we have to remark that notwitfetand- 
ing the'Ohief Engineer’s report that no detiiment to the Companj-’s 
interests is likely to arise from the appropriation of a portion of the 
Green to this purpose, yet we cannot consent to dop;irt from the direc- 
tions eom'eyed in paragraph 144 of our letter toj-ou in this Department 
of tie 2ad Jfay that iSbmiay ffreen sioufei 'remain app/icabic 

only to the purpose for which it is now used,’ more especially as it is 
remarked in the said paragrapLtliat 'Bomlxiy Grceii is the only space 
w’lujre the troops of your garrison conld be drawn up so as to move upon 
an emergonoy with either regularity or effect to points wdicre their 
scrriccs might be required.’ Licut.-Colonel Atkins your Ctdof Engi- 
neer, in his letter to Mr. Secretary Neumham of the 22nd December 
1812, adverts to a plan acconapanyingthc said letter in order we suppose 
to shew that no detriment %vill arise to the Company’s property on the 
Green by tbo adoption of tbe proposed measure. But this plan did 
not accompany your Consultations, so tiuit w'O cannot derive any know- 
ledge therefrom as to the site of tho proposed building and how far it 
might be calculated to interfere -with the objects statefin tlic paragraph 
of our letter before mentioned. Our directions as convoyed in tJic said 
paragraph must therefore be strictly observed.’ 

After communicating to the Committee of Britigli inhabitants the- 
Court’s refusal to contribute. Government write to tho Coui-t on tbo 18 th 
of December 181G ; The Committee appointed by tho British inh.ibitants 
to rapeiintend the construction of the Town Hall have Ijcen informed 
that your Honourable Court declines confirming the grant of Rs. 10,000 
conditionally made by this Government towards the erection of the 
Town _ Hall in tlio year 1812. We regret that the packet by tho 
Wilmington bad not roaclicd you when tho paragraphs under reply 
were fr.amed as your Honourable Court would have observed that the 
intended site for the Mint, Town Hall, and now Main Guard are already 
nearly occupied by old buildings, many of them in a state of complete 
decay. These must necessarily be removed under your Honourable 
Court’s orders for building a now Main Guard. Further they form no 
part of the Green which could at any time beappropriated for the move- 
ment of troops with tho exception of the small spot intended for tho new 
Main Guard. The spot on which this building is proposed to be erected 
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^vcr have preferred an. application open to the objections which the 
Honourable Court has advanced. The Chief Dugiuecr was consulted 
as to whetlicr the proposed site was in any respect objectionable and 
our application having been moreover supported by the recommenda- 
Lon of the Government, we relied confidently on the Honourable 
Court's acquioscrace. Under such impressions we sanctioned the pur- 
chase of articles in England to the extent of Its. 80,000, the principal 
part of wlueli have been received and the timber frames prepared 
for the construction of the building. "We therefore trust that as the 
ground on which the Honourable Court's objections to a compliance 
with our application appear eiToncons and no inconvenience but the 
contrary will result from a grant which would contribute so materially 
to the accommodation and to the liberal views of the British inhabitants 
of Bombay that the Honourable Court will be pleased to sanction the 
measure.^ 

Onthis on the 12th March 1817 Government direct: A duplicate 
sicctch having been already forwarded to the Honourable Court of 
Directors, it is resolved tliat a copy of the above letter be sent to them 
by the firet opportunity,® 

^ On the Slst December 1817 the Court write : Under the explana- 
tion afforded in the paragraphs 101 to 101 of your letter dated 18th 
December 1816, wo sluill not object to your granting upon a building 
lease of 60 yeara at an annual rent of ono peppercorn, if demanded, 
the piece of ground whidi lias been selected for the site of the intend- 
ed Tonm Hall. At the same time it is to bo clearly understood that 
the Company arc not to be liable for any expense whatever on account 
of the erection or future establishment of the proposed structure and 
that conformably to the principle of building leases granted in this 
country the building itself shall at the expiration of tte lease become 
the property of the Company.® 

On receipt of this Government ordered that a copy of this paragraph 
38 of tlie Court’s letter be transferred to the Committee of Europran 
inhabitants connected with the building of the Town Hall witli 
information that on their acceding to the terms proposed Government 
will bo ready to transfer the ground to them on the execution of the 
requisite deeds.* 

Shortness of funds was the next difficulty in the way of the promoters 
of the Town Hall. On the 28th February 1820 the Commissioners write 
to Government ; The f onds undor our management for the construction 
of the Town Hall, including apartments for the library and museum of 
the Literary Society, being insufficient for that purpose we are desirous 
of completing the deficiency by one or more lotteries which under yoiw 
authority ivo propose to establish .at this Presidency on a plan which 
wc have the honour to enclose ; . ' 
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3000 

1,20.000 
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On the 8th March 1820 Govornment order that the Committee he 
informed that the Governor in Council approve of the plan they have 
proposed by the establishment of a lottery under this Presidency and 
authorize them to proceed to give it effect.* 

“With a view to start building operations, on the 3rd September 
3821 the Committee write: We Lave the honour to forward to you 
a plan of Bombay Green by Major Cowper with an outline of the site 
of tlio intended Town Hall whidi we request you will lay before 
the Honourable the Governor in Council for his approbation, as 
in folillment of the liberal grant of the Court of Directors we are 
desirous of giving iustruciions for proceeding in the building without 
delay,8 

In reply on the 17th September 1821 the Secretary to Goyenment 
writes to the Town Hall Committee : In reply to your application to 
be allowed to commence the erection of the Town Hall on the site 
selected for that purpose and approved of by the Honourable Court, I 
am dhected to inform you that the Governor in Council is pleased to 
grant pennissiou to that effect, it being understood that you defray the 
expense of replacing the gun-shed which it will he necessary to remove. 
It is expedient that the building bo carried back as for as possible with- 
out en Tifining too much the communication in the rear. The Company's 
Solicitor has been instructed to prepare the lease according to the 
Honouiable Court's orders.* 




i 


On the dih Pebmary 1823 the Committee iufonn the Board that 
the work of building the Town Hall is in progress and on the 11th 
February 1823 Government intimate to the Committee that orders for 
the payment of the Bs. 10,000 subscribed by Govenunent have been 
issued to the sub-treasurer.* i 

When foe work had been in progress about eighteen months funds’ 
were nearly expended and mu<m remained to ho done. In this diff- 
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<ralty Ihe ^mmittce proposed to transfer the building to dovemment. 
On tho 1st Noveml3or 1824) Government write to the Court: Under 
date the 10th June, we received an address from the Committee of 
the Toum H.all stabng the measures they had adopted for the oonstrac- 
faon of a pubho bui/dmg for the several objects of affording aecommo- 
Uation for ttie Literary Society, its library and museum, for the 
reTOption of tho otatuce of the late Marquis Cornwallis and Mr. Pitt 
and of llie Marquis Wellesley, and for providing a suitable suite of 
assembly reoms for public meetings ; that the bnildmg has been hastily 
commenced on too extensive a scale and that after proceeding with 
the building to the expenditure of about two Idhhs of rupee^ they 
found that to complete the whole would still require so considerable a 
sum tliat they were obliged to abandon tho hope of accomplishing it 
with the means at ilieir command. Before proceeding to give direc- 
tions for putting a stop to the building they proposed to maxo over to 
Government the building and materials as they stand (on which from 
first to last upwards of two Idkbs have been expended) to be completed 
at tlie Government expense and applied to Government purposes as 
accommodation for public ofilcos, reserving merely the assembly rooms 
rent-free for tho rise of the British inliabitants. We accordingly 
appointed a Committee to report w’bethor the Town Hall would answiw 
the ^rposcs suggested as well as the present offices of those depart- 
ments which might l>e accommodated in it, submitting an estimate of 
the difference of exponso between the proposed plan and the existing 
arrangement. The report of tho Committee showed an appropriation 
of the apartments to several offices, the rent of which after allowing for 
annual repairs would leave as a set-off against any advance for com- 
2 >leting tho building Bs. J5,7S0 a year. This tho Committee observed 
at 5 per cent is tlio interest of Rs. 3,15,600. They stated that to 
finish tho building, without tho Grand Hall, supper rooms, and Literary 
Society’s apaitments, would require Rs. 1,60,000 which on tho above 
data W'ould be cleared off in l4.'i years ; that including tho Literary 
Societj’^B apartments, the finishing would cost Rs. 1,80,000 aud might 
ho cleared off in' 17^ years; and that tho estimate of Rs. 2,50,000 for 
completing tlic whole might bo cleared off in 32^ years. Objec- 
tions made in some instances to tho allotment of oSiccs proposed by tho 
Committee and otlicr suggestions have been considered with the result 
that tho following appear to be the best arrangements if your Honour- 
able Court should sec fit to sanction the completion of the building at the 
public expense : ' 


The Persian .Secretar 3 ’’a 
Oiiico ... 

Post- Ofllco ... ' ...' 

Court of Potty Sessions ... 
Iiitcr.iry Societyjs Rooms 
^ent to bo, paid by tho 
Society) ... 

Court of Ilc<ine3ts 
Collector's Onico ... 
Godowns 

An Rxamination Room 


Bs. 

'260 

176 

100 


]50 

150 

100 

400 

•ro 


Repository for tho Native 
School-book and Scbool 
Society I.. ... ..._ ^ ^ 80 

Monthly Total ...j; J416 

j’ , Yearly Total 10,080 
Zleduct for yearly ropairs... 1200 

Balance as a set-off against 
any advance _ for com- 
ploting tho building * — 16,780 
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1 his nmoniit is enlculnicd ns above-mentioned b}’ the Committee. 
At the same time the estimates for completing the building have sub- 
sequently been stated at higher amounts than those abovomentaonedj 
namely : 

Por Hnisliing tho biiQding without the Liter- B*. q. r. 
ory Society's apartments ... ... 1,V4,714 1 SO 

I Tor the nbovo with tlio Litomiy Society’s 

rooms ... ... ... ... J.^^8|646 1 0 

Tor completing the whole ... ... 2,85,287 0 20 


It is also represented to us that if the building remains long in its 
picscnt uncovered state the expense of completing it wall prolrably bo 
increased. We beg to transmit n report sbowing tho extent to. whtdi 
tlio building has been raised and the work remaining to be done irith 
plans and sections of the building on its intended scale and refer yon 
to all our proceedings on the subject. Your llononrabic Coui-t will 
ob«;prve Mr. Goodwin's opinion that the public money should not be 
expended for this purpose unless the %Tho1c building be given up to 
Government and tliat in that event it sliould be appropriated to the 
Supremo Court of Judicature, the house (Hornby's House) now rented 
on that account at B-s. 1625 a month being given up on tlic expiry of 
the lease in 1827. Mr. Goodwin’s suggestion is open to the objection 
that to obtmn tlie whole building it would Jxi requisite to pay the pro- 
piietors the %-aluo of tlie woik already constmeted, namely 116,2,00,000 
in addition to the expenditure yet to ho incurred. Mr. Warden also 
apprehends that after completing tho building, some of the successors 
to the offices of those gentlemen who now sco no objection to tbe 
apartments allotted to them might bo dissatisfied with them, and while 
the expense of finishing the building might exceed tlie amounts 
estimated the receipts from offices accommodated therein might be 
less than the above calculation. The building in question is certainly 
much more extensive than was required for the purposes intended at 
this Presidency. It is stated by the Committee and with some justice 
to be a structui c which for classical parity of design and as far as it has 
gone elegance of execution stands unrivalled in tlie Eastern Empire, 
and we should eonsidcr it a subject of vegiet that so fine a specimen of 
architecture should be lost, not only' to public purposes but as a model 
to aid tlie taste of the ivealtbior of your native subjects in a branch of 
general science by no means unimppi taut. We have slioivn that pro- 
spective calculations exhibit a full remuneration for the’ expenditure 
which is estimated to be requisite to complete the building, and we 
have not withheld the apprehension entertained that the result might 
be found to be less favourable than those calculations exliibit. To 
leave the building in its present unfinished state would be in all respects 
undesirab'le } to remove the matoiials of such an cdifico, besides the 
heavy expense of such a measure, would not be consisteut witli the 
liberal Jcnd enlarged views of your Govemmont. With these observa- 
tions and adverting to the condition on W’bich the building w’as sanc- 
tioncd,'namcly that it should become tlie property of the Government 
^tcr fifty years, we respeeif ally submit for tho decision of y'our Honour- 
able Court the course to be purroed respecting the Town Hall.^] 


‘ Fab. Hep. Let. to the Court ToL iG of 1824.-25,23 
otlS21.JSai. 
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On the I'llli Deccmlwr 1S24 Government furtlici- write to the 
^urt : V lih reference to the Fubjcct of the 147 - 155 paniffraphs of our 
Uesmtch m Uiir department., dated the Ist Scplcmljcr, and particularlv 
to the close of paragraph 152 of tliat letter, wo have the honour to 
bring to your Honourable Court’s notice copy of an address we 
have smee r^ivcil from the Town Hall Committee proposing that the 
building and materials should be made over to Government to prevent 
the dilapidation that must ensue from abandoning the undortakino 
nnd tliat we should grant the sum of Rs. 7000 in addition tS 
the proci^B of the last lottery to enable ilicm to discliargo all ont- 
standing bills nnd close the concern. And shotild it ever be completed 
“y Dovemment at any future period the Committee leave it to that 
authority to assign the portion that shonld be set aside for the accom* 
modation of the European inhabitants in consideration of the sums 
l^y them in tlie structure. Considering tlic importance of the 
object and the smallness of the nmonnt required we have acceded to 
tlio Committee’s application nnd directed the Civil Engineer to take 
cliargc of the building and materials and respectfully request to lie 
favoured at an early period with the commands of your Honourable 
Court regarding it.* 

On the Ist .Tuly 1825 Government Cnrtlicr write to the Court ; 
In our despatch of the 1st Novemljcr last we took the lilxirt^'^ to bring 
to your Honourable Court’s nolioo our proceedings connected with tlio 
offer m.ndc to us by tbo Torni Hall Committee of the building which 
.they Iiad commenced but which they could not finish owing to 
the w.ant of fnnds. Again in our letter of the llth Dcccmlwr we 
submitted to your Honourable Court the expediency of our being 
favoured with your commands regarding it at an early period. The 
Supreme Court of Judicature arc desirous tliat all the ofliccs of the 
Court should be accommodated in one building. At tlio same time 
among other objections to tbo present Court House tlio Honourable 
Judges are of opinion Ibnl it i.s not suflicicntly Large to accommodate 
tlic whole cstabli.‘=hincnt, nnd, ns the lease of the building will shortly 
expire, the Civil Engineer lias suggested to us the propriety'’ of com- 
pleting the Tomi Hall wbieb he states from its retired situation and 
ample powers of accommodation will afford every advantage and 
convenience required. "Wo bog tbcrcrorc to submit our proceedings 
connected mth the subject to the consideration of your Honourable 
Court and liog to jiress on j'ou the cxpedicnc)' of favouring us with 
3 ’our dcci'rion on the subject at an early period to admit of the building 
being commenced l>cfore the rains of 1826 and iinisbed before the 
expiration of tbo le-a-sc of Ilornby^s IIou.se, should jaiur Honourable 
Court deem it ndwablc to sanction its construction. Wo Iwg to refer 
3 'our Honourable Court to a letter from tbo Registrar to the Supremo 
Court containing Ibo sentiments of their Lordships on the subject.® 

In reply to tlicsc despatches tlio Court write to Bombay on the 
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26th January 1S2G : Wc now reply to tho several p.iragrapb6‘ 
Tcliting to tlnj proposal from the Tonm Hall Committee to make over 
the hiiilding to Government for public offices. The principal question 
in this instance seems to be one of economy. The Town Hall Com- ^ 
mittco bcinff under the necessity of leaving: the hnilding nnilnished 
for want of funds tiio question is whether Government ivould be a 
gainer or loser by going to the expense of completing it on condition 
of obtaining tlio proper^ of it for public purposes. You seem at 
present to destine the building in the event of its being made over to 
3 'ou for the accommodation of tlic Supreme Courts the House at 
present rented for the Court being not snfficicntly largo for the whole »_ 
establishment and the lease being nearly expired. You calculato that 
the expense of enlarging the present Conrt House added to the present 
rent will he cquiralcnt to an annual rent of Its. 80,000, while the 
interest of tho sum necessary' to complete tlic Toivn Hall with the 
probable expense of the annual repairs will not amount to more than 
Its. 15,376 a year, giving thus a net yearly adrantago of Rs. 14,624 
in favour of completing the Town Hall. You have not, however,*’ 
infonned us on what principle the interest of the outlay upon the To^vn 
Hall has been rated at 6 per cent only and the additional rent 
upon the present Court House occasioned bj* the outlay at 12 i)er eent. / 
Besides Mr. TTanlcn observes in his minute of 22nd January 1826 \ 
that the annual expense of the present Coiu-t House to the Com- 
pany lias been estimated too high by 700 or 1000 rupees a month 
which is equal to thi-ee-fourths of the expected^ saring. lOur calcula-^ 
tions, however, show that if, as was at first intended, the Tomi Hair 
ho devoted to the accommodation of tho public offices oE Government 
tlie expense of the work will in no great number of years he covered 
by the savnng of office rent. Wo therefore authorise j'ou at all events 
to complete tho building eilbor nnth or without tlie Literary Sooiet 3 ''B 
.rooms and-dovote it to the accommodation of the public offices or of tho‘ , 
Supreme Court should that arrangement seem to you preferahic. At 
tho same timo we do not feel ourselves. bound either on tlie ground of ' 
justice or of liberality to incui’ an expense amounting to the difference ’I 
between Bs. 1,98,846 and Its. 2,85,227 for the construction of assembly ' 
and supper rooms for the inhabitants of Bombay who 'although they - 
Iiave commenced the buildings Imvc not subscribed money enough to 
complete them nor even to prevent what has already' been built from going 
to ruin. "We desire that this additional expense may not ho incurred.® ^ 

' On tho 19th June 1827 Government intimate to the Conrt : We 
^ have authorized the completion of the Towm Hall on the plan of the late 
Colonel Cowper but finishing the interior in the plainest style and have 
under consideration how to appropriate the building in a manner most 
advanta^e'ouis to tho Honourable Company.® * • 

' On the fst March 1828 ’Government further write : In the 44th 
■^pavsrgraph.of our despatch of' tbe 19tb June last we^formed j’our 

^ ~ - - 
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Ilononrablc Court wo have ordered the completion of the Town 
Dali ^ and had under consideration the mode of appropriating tho 
huilding most advantageously to the Honourahlc Company. At one 
time it occurred to us to appropriate tho building ns the Government 
House in the event of the Government House (timt is the present (1894) 
Old Secretariat) Ijoing foiind to suflicc for all tho ofliccs which it was 
orifrinall}' intonded to accommodate in the Town Hall. Independently 
of this consideration it must Ixi obscta'cd.in support of tliis proposition 
that tho present town Government House is extremely ill suited for the 
rcsidcnccof the Governor both from its situation and because from the 
largo^aml increasing numbers of tho Society of Bombay the building is 
wanting in spacefor iliosc entertainments w liich are olTicinl and from which 
no Governor can exempt liirosclf. 'J'lus idea, though not matured into 
a measure rcsolvc<l upon, showed us the expediency of reserving in our 
own hands under tho orders of j’our Honourable Court, the appropriation 
of tho huilding. And as the coxTcspondcnco whicli had taken place unth 
tho Judges of the Supremo Court regarding tho cdilice appeared to 
give iiio Judges ground for concluding that they might if they pleased 
take the 'J'own Hail for the Court House we tliought proper again to 
write to the Judges placing the 'I'own Hal! at their disposal. Wo at the 
same time stated that a.s the ljuilding could not he completed in less 
than two yo:u"s wo wotdd in rcferonco to tho wash expressed hy tho 
J edges for an early removal of the ^Conrt from the present house 
readily concur in any other arrangement that might occur to the 
- I Honourahlc Judges jw cn|>ahlo of Irang earlier curried into effect in 
which C.T-C tho 'J’omi Hall could he appropriated to other pui-posQs. 
No answer haring been received to ihi.s rcrcrcneo which was made 
on the 391h of jMareli la.sl wc have now informed the Snpremo Court 
that clreximstanccs render it ncccsssir^’’ to report again to your 
Honoxirahlo Court our proceedings regarding the Town Hall and the 
]»rogrcsfi made towards completing and appropiiating that building, 
and slatwl at the same time tleit any wish that the Honourable 
Judges mny be pleased to oxpicss upon tho subject to Government 
• will accomiiaiiy this despatch to England, We bog accordingly to 
bring our proceedings to the notice of j’oxir Honournblo Court and to 
inform you that tho Iniilding is in a considerable slate of forwardness 
and it may i>o occupied entirely as your Honourable Court may 
a]»provc. h'or the ]iurposc of aiding j’oiir Honournblo Court’s decision wo 
proceed to la}' before 3 'ou our ideas ns to tho plan which appears to us 
tlie most eligible for your Honournblo Court to adoirt. In the first place 
wo would on no account recommend that tho Supremo Court should bo 
accommodated in this building. Such an arrangement would ultimately 
defeat the intention whicli wc would wish to fulfill of allotting part 
of it to the public purposes intended. On reconsideration objcelions 
also occur to its being converted to a Government Houso, These arc- 
that it is not likely to supei-sedo as .the usual dwelling of the Governor 
the excellent house at Parol and the Marine Villa at Malabar Point. 
Sothnt for lire few occasional purposes for which this magnificent mansion 
^ could 1 x 5 wanted it would IxsincmTing a grc.at and iinncccssary .expense to 
furnisiot and. to build .the ofliccs W'liich .would lie rc<iuired. 91ns, it i.s 
true, might he nicL. by the sale or appropriation to public juirptitc.': ol tlio 
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present town Government House (the Old Secretariat). Even under this 
arrangement the same objection exists towards its being converted to 
a residence for the Governor as to a part being given to the Supreme 
Court. Though a wing o£ this building might answer for the limited 
objects of' holding councils, levees, and occasional entertainments, the 
residence of the Governor conld not well be under the same roof as 
the rooms appropriated for public meetings, library, museum, and oth^ 
purposes connected with the convenience and advantage of the public 
of this large and increasing settlement. On a full reconsideiation 
of the whole of this subject we should recommend to your Honourable 
Co\u-t to give us a latitude to appropriate this building when completed 
to the following geneial purposes : A. Town Hall for the meetings 
of the inhabitants; An exchange for the commercial part of the 
community particularly the natives ; A room for the meeting of tlie 
Literary Society withoflier rooms for its extensive library audits museum. 
The cenfan rooms and one wing will be quite sufficient for the above 
purposes. All of uhich wo deem of consequence both in attention to 
the convenience of the Society and the mcility and enconragement 
that will be afforded to the General and Commercial interests of this 
Presidency. The remaining wing of the Town Hall can either he 
appropriated as a Council room^and offices for the Goremor who can 
have the use of the central apartments for occasional levees and public 
entertainments, or be fitted as public offices, or be assigned in part or 
in whole for the uses stated in the letter under date tlie 4th December 


1827 from the Committee of the Native Education Society to the 
Secretarjr in the Territorial Department. The important objects of 
tliis Society have already met and will continue to meet with 
the liberal aid and encouragement of your Honourable Court 
and perhaps no measure could tend more to promote these than an 
arrangement which must give such an impression of your decided 
favour and support as a grant of accommodation in part of the Town 
Hall. There is no doubt, as stated in the letter alluded to, that "fee 
present buildings are too small for its growing establislunentB. . That 
they are inconveniently situated and that much precious time might 
he saved by their being concentrated on one spot. ’ And were the 
building allotted them the pioperty of Government and on a scale cal- 
culated to meet not only their present hut future want of accommoda- 
tion,' a large and indefinite expense of house-rent would be saved. The 
upper rooms of a wing of the ‘Town Hall if appropriated for this 
.purpose^ould not only be sufficient for lecture-rooms offices and 
Jibraiy but would afford rooms for models and drawings in architecture 
and meoh^uies ^feulated to stimulate and promote a spirit of useful 
mprovemen-^ while the lithographic and other establishments might be 

escape the attention of your Honour- 
^le Co^>th with reference to this Society and to the accommoda- 
tapu -which you Imve saueboned to be given to the Literary Sodetv of 
BtomUy, wh^ library and museum .have recently muJ-hJ increased, Siat 
such insfatutions receive an incalculable aid from flieir laboura and 
rasults being so placed as to U constantly under general observation. 
Tins pubhci^ fflves a fame which is encouraging to those who are de- 
voted to such objects, while it either enlicus men who would olherwii 
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have been indifferent into the path of hteratnre and science or leads 
them by contributions to associate their names with such pursuits. It 
is GMe% on this .ground that we shall be gratified to find that you 
deem the expectations indulged by the Literary Society and Native 
Society of Education of having accommodations in the I'own Hall 
deserving of yonr attention.^ 

In reply on the 2Sth March 1829 the Court write : Our object in 
authorising the completion of the Town Hall was to effect a reduction 
of the expense incm'rpd either on account of the Supreme Court or of 
office rent and that object will not be attained unless the Town Hall 
be appropriated to the purposes ori^nally contempla^. We therefows 
cannot consent to abandon the original intention in respect of ffio 
application of these premises more espedally as the expiintion of the 
lease of Hornby's House affords an opportunity of relieving us from 
the rental of a Court House. Further, as it appears tliat the new 
building is much larger than is necessary for the sole Mcommodatum of 
the Supreme Court the remainder may be ^verted into public offices 
and thereby a further saving effected of tbe rental paid by Gov- 

emment oi that account. « ^ 

our probibitiou you have sanctioned an outlay of Es. ^58,aa md 

propose a further disbursement of Bs. 62,68/. We 

Lnrove of the proceeding not only as involving a larce and in our 

oE umi^ssLexpenlvturc of public money but aTso as liamg 

b«ii adopted aud persevered incontrmy to our positive orders and we 

•mnet decline ioourrine any expense in thw country ra ne^unt of t e 

d wSfexSlOTthe cast-iron pillars which the Civil Enmneer m 

Lrge^f the^ildmg has pronounced to be necessary as wafer is 

**o*ntTe^ 20 th denary 1830 Government explain ; As your Honcrar- 
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It is also projwsed to remove the Persian Secretary’s office into the 
Government House which will occasion a further monthly saving of 
Us. 226. In the meantime the room proposed to be allotted for the 
Persian Secretary’s office has boon appropriated for the office of 
Secretary to the General Prize Oommittcc. ITie out-honscs of Govern- 
ment B 0 US 9 which are unoccupied by any of the Departments of tlie 
Secretary’s office have been ordered to be made over to ,thc Commissary 
General to be appropriated as godowns for receiving goods and stores 
to which they may at a small espense be made applicable. Wo 
authorized tlie renewal of the lease of Hornby’s House’ on the 
12tli December 1828. But for want of the necessary power firom 
Mr. Hornby to enable Messrs. Bemington Crawfoi'd & Co. to do so the 
lease has not yet been csccutcd.* 

In reply on tbe 9th March 1 831 the Court write ; As our objection 
to deviate from the plan originally proposed for the appropiiation of 
the Town Hall rests on the ground that there will be no reduction of 
expense bjr tbe adoption of the measure suggested you refer us 
io proceedings of your Government from whieh you say wo shall 
observe tliat 'by the removal of the Secretary’s office into tlie 
’Govemmeut House you have efficcted a saving of the office rout to 
the amount of Rs. 1757 a mouth minus the sum allowed to the Chief 
Secretary .in lieu of tho public quarters before assigned him,’ which 
sum, we remark, you have udihout any reasons given Used at 
Bs. 300 a month instead of the Rs. 200 recommended by tho Building 
Committee. 

It appears to have escaped yonr recollection tbat these savings linvo 
been brought to account already for-a different purpose, namely to be 
sot against the expenses incurred for the erection of a house for the 
Governor at Malabflr Point and the purchase of anofficr at Ddpuri. 
What enabled you to convert the Government House into public offices 
was not the completion- of the Town Hall, but the arrangements made 
for,pro vidiug ffie Governor with two residences elsewhere. We certainly- 
did not anticipate that tho very same savings which we had deemed 
insufficient to compensate for our expense, would have been a second 
time presented to us as the beneficial fruits of another saving. It js 
obvious that what saved by building a new Government House 
is not saved over again by completing the Town Hall. , 

^ , j We perceive that you reserve no part of the Town Hall for Govemm cut 
. pu^o^es, except a Council Chamber, an office for theCommander-in-Chief 
’ and His, Military Secretary,’ and one for the lithographic establishment 
wth' Bpme further Space for depo^tin^ old Records.- ' It is therefore 
almpstyiperfluouB to observe that-thoT expenses whidi would otherwise 
luvfe'^been/.incurred on’ these accounts’’are 'the only charges which 
iaVed'by the arrangement. Tho office r,ent bf the' hthographic establish- 
ment was'Hs. 125.; that of the Commahder'-in-Chict’s office was Rs 300 
which las^ charge it seems you cannot get rid of 'during Mrs.' Kcatine-’s 

life; that of tho Military Seeretary-to v tlie Gommandev-iu-Chiof was 


?ub. Dep, Leltcre tothc Conh Vol. tO of 18^0-3a ^ ) 
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Rs. 70. Tlie room in ibe Govemmeiit Honee vrliich yon have previously 
intended to retain as a Council Boom is now to be appropriated to the 
Medical Board and Dispensary, by which j'on will save Rs, 150 and 92. 
Altogether these sums amount to Rs. 737 a month. Whether any and 
what diminution of expense may have been effected by depositing the 
old Government records in the Town Hall we have not the means of 
ascertaining. But after all the total of these savings (which is all that 
we shall have to set against the expense of completing the Town Hall) 
will &ll far short of Rs. 1457, the sum mentioned by you. Having 
thus stripped the question of all which tended to obscure it, we are now 
compelled to declare that a more unjustifiable waste of public money 
in a period of financial difficulty and a more fiagrant violation of our 
positive orders has very rarely been brought to our notice. We 
sanctioned the completion of the Town Hall on principles of economy 
only, being assured by your Government that it would cost only 
Jls. J,98,»4D, and that its appropriation to the use of the Supremo 
Court would occasion a saving of Rs. 14,624 a year. Subsequently 
to this yon sanctioned an estimate of Rs. 2,58,712 independently of 
Re. 30,000, the estimated expense of the rast-iron pillam for which yon 
indented and which we accordingly supplied. An additional ratimate 
of Rs. 1,27,462 has recently been submitted. Supposing this last 
estimate not to be exceeded the expense of the work 
nltoo-ether to Rs. 4,16,164. In the meantime you have pieclnded 
Youreelvcs from couvorting the building to the purpose whiA economy 
Ln-eested liaving renewed the lease of the present Court Bov^ and 
raa^ arraneements for erecting ndditional offices to it. .tod this new 
£e wfS observe, was executed long after you had rweived 
oT'lettei of the 25th March I8b9, in which you were positivdy 
reefed th, Towtt H .11 to tbo rmrootoo^goo^rtr 

contemplated. 
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cent is Es. 24.969 .a ^T'e^ate Bs, 1344 

saving Bs. 14o7 we , . j piodigality and improvidence. 

monthly by this most culphleac^ot^^^^^^^ 

A renew of ..-oprees which has characterised your 

expenditure of the .. -j i. ^^^ynvial ostentatious profesnons 

proceedings in every stage regret that Ve did not 

k regard for .economy leaves pe pu^ 

in the first instance where the pur^se in view 

Hall as we did a %^pj^aratively trifling expense. We also 

. has since been attained at no uto a staffc to etop the prosecu- 

deeply lament that the chaigef fot which we foresee 

tion of this most costly nndertakmg, the^ object which was held 

out to us as out inducement to incumw ^ ^ statement 

WHicnthe i"ongements ^ compl ted^ j^ed 
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and of the saving of office rent actually effected, not omitting the 
losses sustained by Government on the various leases which liave been 
given up.* 

On the 4:th January 1832 Government explain : 

From a review of the proceedings of this Govenuiient it 
would appear that the sum sanctioned for the completion 
of the Town Hall on the 5th May 1828 amounted to ... 2,58,712 
In addition to the cast-iron columns indented for from 
England estimated at ... ... ... 30,000 

ITurtlier sum sanctioned by Government on the 21et July 
1829 ... ... ... ... ... 1,27,453 

Farther amount sanctioned on the 1 Ith December 1830... 76,257 


4,91,422 

Deduct — Amount »aved by an alteration sanctioned in 
the roiling surrounding Uie Town Hall ... ... P413 


4,82,009 

Amount sanctioned on the 28rd October and 1 1tb Nov- 
ember 1830 for fitting up the northern rooms of the 
Town Hall for the reception of the library and museum 
of the Litei ary Society ... ... ... 36,553 

Additional sum sanctioned on the 9th December 1830 for 
four wooden railings to the four rounis and an iron one 
to the staiicase gallery appropriated to the Literary 
Society ... ... ... ... 2460 

5,21,012 

Dednet — Amount saved by further alteration sanctioned in 
the railing surrounding the Town Hall ... ... 11,680 


. Total ... 5,09,323 

It was at one time resolved to remove the undermentioned offices 
into the Town Hall calculated to produce a monthly saving of office 
rent of Bs. 2176 and to make over to the warehousekeeper the space 
in the lower part of the Town Hall for cotton and opium ; 


Accountant General ... 


• •• 


Kl. 

400 

General Paymaster 



**• 

12.5 

Persian Secretary to Government 


■ • • 

«%• 

22.5 

Clerk uf the Court of Bequests 




150 

Post Master General 


• • a 


175 

Oommander-in-Cliief 




300 

Military Auditor General 

«»• 



200 

Military Paymaster ... 

««• 



400 

Town Mnior , 




120 

Barrack Master 

I 


• •• 

f • • 

^ 80 

2175 


j ^L§V 

It has .also since been resolved that the Cit^ Auditor’s office, which 
was in the same Riding as the Accountant General’s, should be* 
nccommodated m the Town Hall, and if the rooms in that bnildinff 
were not sufficiently large for the whole of the offices proposed to be 
removed there, the vacant space in the old Secretary’s office should be 



' Pub. Dcp. Court’s * 


VoJ— ’ *'1831. 


I 



Materials-] 


AND ISLAND. 


641 


rendwed avajlablo to make up for the deficiency. The offices of the 
Military Auditor General and Persian Secretary to Government were 
accoraingly removed into it as soon as the rooms assigned for them 
were completed. As the other arrangements did not take place wo 
u necessary to appoint a new Committee for the distribution of 

buildings for public offices and have sanctioned a different arrange- 
ment connected with the accommodation of the several public offices 
The result is : 


(cr) Town Hall 

Upper and Oroiind Moor : Ka. 

• Military Auditor General ... ... 200 

Superintendent of Stamps ... ... 85 

_ Generiil and Marine Pay Office .... ... ... 125 

Clerk to His Majesty's Justices ... ... ... 100 

Ditto to the Petty Sessions ... ... ... 100 

Persian Secretary's Office ... ... ... 225 

Medical Board ... ... ... ... jso 

Commandei^in-Cliief ... ... ... ... 3u0 

Sheriff’s Office, difference between, the rent of his late 
office and that of the Clerk of the Petty Bes-sions into 
which it had been removed ... ... ... 50 

Accountant General’s Office, difference between the rent of 
his present office and that of the Oonimander-iu-Chief 
into which it is proposed to remove it ... ... 100a t <135 

(ft) Old Secretary’s Office : 

Dispensary 

••• ... 92 

Adjutant-General »•« 27o 

Quarter Master General ... ... ... 160 

Auditor and Accountant of hHlitary Store Accounts 250 

Commissary Gleneral ... 200 

Pirst Assistant ditto ... ... ... ... 300 

Military Pay Office ... ... ... ... 400 

Office rent to the Brigade- Major discontinued ... 80=1747 

(c) Kent saved by the removal of the Medica) Stores into n 

room in the Warehouse Department ... ... 2(i0>=: 260 

Deduct — House rent to the Chief Secretary to Government, 34 J2 

who could not provide himself with a suitable house in 
the Fort for a less sum than ... ... ... 300= 300 


3142 

The records of Government have been ordered to be removed into a 
range of lower-roomed buildings in the compound of tlie present Secre- 
tary’s Office, and the General record room into the room lately occupied 
by the Adjutaut-General’s press or to the lower part of the Town Hall. 
The office of Civil Auditor hab'heen renioved into the new Mint, 
Desides the public offices accommodated in the Town_ Hall we Lave 
reserved three .rooms for the purpose of holding counc^ ^rhdrs and 
other public business, have set apart two rooms for the Literary Society 
and two rooms fdr'^ the Elphinstone Professorship, and have assigned 'the 
principal apartment above stairs for publio meetings. Vfe expect ^t 
Town Hall.vyill be completed by the month of May next, ana that 
no fiu'tller exptfnse-wiU'be ne'oessary on'that adrount, 

-We "Svve --.the honour to- submit the- follmrfng statement of the 
expenses inourredyn account of. the Governor.’s change o.^ i^idcnce : 

« #\ no ' 01 “ t 
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Section II — Names and Objects, 

Bombay.— By the seventeenth century English the origin o£ tlw 
name Bombay was believed to be Buon Bahia, the Portuguese for Good 
Bay. This meaning-making appears in 1673 in Pryer’s ^ conrincing 
denomination Bombaim quasi Boon Bay'j* in 1630 in Ovington'a 
' originally called Boon Bay or Good Bay in the Portuguese ^ ; 2 and in 
1750 in Grose's 'Buon-Bahia now commonly Bombaim,' ® 

The joke is older than the Bevcnteonth century. Dom Joao de 
Castro, writing in 1538, says the island is called Boa Vida or Good 
Living, because in 1528 Hector da Silveira's fleet had great refresh- 
ment and enjoyment in its beautiful groves, game, and abundance of 
meat and rice,^ This Boa Vida like the later Boa Bahia is a meaning- 
making of the earlier Musalmdn and Hindu Manbai or Mumbai, Jn 
1430, according to tiie Gujardt histories,® a Hindu chief held the islands 
of Mdbim, Manbai, and Thdna.. In the sixteenth century, under the 
dates A.D. 1507, 1571, 1578, and 1583 the Miriit-wVJimadi mentions 
Manbai or Mambe.® Among European writers who mention Bombaj-^, 
Correa's’ Bombaim in 1508 and Barbosa's® TIidna-Mayambu in 1516 
are perhaps the cai'licst. Other Portuguese references to Mombaym, 
Bombain, and Bombayim occur in 1525, 1538, 1543, 1552, 1554, 
and 1563.* In 1583 Balti writes Bombaim;^® and Bombain is 
the form used by the Dutch traveller Baldrous in 1666.“ In 1660 
Thevenot has Bombaim a good harbour.^® And in 1676 Tavernier 
speaks of the &mous port of Bombeyc.'® Though the form Bombaim 
continued in use tifl the eighteenth centmy, the present spoiling 
Bombay or Bombai occurs in 1638 in Uom Joao do Castro's 
Primeiro Roteiro (page 81) ; Bumbay is used by John Vian in 1626; “ 
Bombay adonis a rupee struck by the English in 1667;“' and though 
Fryer has Bombaim in the body of his book; Hie' form Bombar heads 
his map of 1672.'® _ , . - ■ 

A derivation which in Ineaning' comes; close, to Boon Bay is that • 
Bombay is Mubdrak, the Lucky, so called because it was the first land ' 
, Eighty by sailors from Arabia and the Persian Gulf to Sopara Chaul 
and ■Thina. A passage in-Frazerls KhornsdU.(page 29) - Bugeests this 
' ■^'''d^,®J&htcd' in Wtering the Persian 

• Known to.tlio sado^ as'Bonilbfiralc’^lie ‘Luefcv- At the same 

../Xltne.. tlStYlA ImrkTvm 7. , a.:i 

nay be accepted 
' original form of 


■ ^.'Fiyer'a Travels, 02. 

? .» Rfis Mdia, U. 360. ^ 

* bird’s Gm'arit, 310, 129, ^ 


S OviogWi' ^oyafee,' 129. - 
. Dc Castro's Primeiro lioteiro. SI, 
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the Musalindn Manbai. It may farther acct^tcd that tlvo name 
Mamba comes from the shrine of Momba Dcm, which is known to 
have stood near the Phdsi Talao or Gallows Pond, a site now inclndcd 
in the enelosuie of the Vietoria Station, till, about 1760, with other 
buildings, the shrine was removed to complete the Esplanade.^ in 
its present site at the south-west comer of the great Muml^deri tank, as 
nearly as may be in the heart of the city of Bombay, the small shrine 
of Mumbddevi enjoys a more general reverence than perhaps any other 
^ilacc of worship on the island. In 1609 Mrs. Graham, though under 
some mistake in describing it as the largest pagoda in Bombay unless 
she included the whole group of temples and the tank, is right in 
stating that hy her image and attributes Mumbidevi seems to be 
Pdrvam, the wife of Siva. Momba is doubtless a corruption of hlaha 
Atnmg., the Great Mother, the local manifestation of tho univcisal 
influence of the great goddess PArvati. Mahamddevi seems to ho the 
Surat goddess with the head of a deformed woman whoin in IbGO 
Tavernier (BalPs Edition, II. 198) names Mama-niva and to be the 
‘ Mat-amani of NAgavkot or Jalandhar described m the Ain-i-Akban 
(1583 II. 109) as the wife or power of MahAdev. As regards the 
Bomhav MumbAdevithe formMahamma explains the curious name 
Mahomed Davey’s Tank appUed in the Principal En^neeris report of 
1777 to a tank Lac to the former MnmbSdevi ehnne to too 
of Port George.® To too common people of KAthiAwAr and Cntoh 

;-VoX iTSu M,™i, ».a to ae MSy» 

1 tho Great Glamour. . . , , i.* 

If Maha Amma was toe original name 

or watcr-pot, the jar original form of tho name 

temple and liouae ntcs.\ -aat Mumb is 

Mumbo finde support ™ ^ ^ „ iglaod Trombay. Still the 

root of the name of the ^e'ghhwrmg mtou ,ir^^ 

absence of any reference to_ T universal D-asani 

'* the temple or to Mumbdderi's Temple 

. from this suggestion.^ i- , 

r- — : — ■ 
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As Ammn becomes Amba, ^Inba Amma may become Mnba Amin, 
Furtbovas Amma becomes Uma (Muir’s Sanskrit Texts, IV. 403), and 
is cquiv.alont to the Draviduin Ummnn, Mumha may simply bo IMaba 
Umba the Great Mother. An important incident in the bislory of the 
island favours another origin of the local fonn Momba. Ifiarly in Uio 
fourteenth century, apparently either in A.1). 1317 or 1318, ‘ in tlic gleam 
of viffour which brightened the first year of his rciOT, the emperor 
Mubdrak Shdb. otherwise Icnown as bultdn Kutb-ud-din (a.d. 1317 - 
1320) spread his jiowcr from Ilaulatabad in tlio Bakhan to liio 
coast and overran Sdlscttc and Bomlay.® Tlie local tradiUons that 
M ublirak Sbih or his captains dcslToycd temples and persecuted Hindus 
in Bombay are borno out by the accounts of the rninciscan monks 
Jordamis and Oderic whowcreinThjnanbontA.n.l320,and who describe 
bow the country liad lately passed under the Saracens who had d&stroj'- 
cd an infinite mimlicr of temples.* So grievouriy did the Bombay 
Hindus suffer that the name JIubdmk Slirth still lives in local tradihon 
as MumlrirAksha-s, Ihcdcmon Mumba.* The fact that the pun has licen 
preserved in Bombay tradition, coupled with the well-known practice 
of gods and goddesses taking as a title the name of a conrpicnjd demon, 
seems a natur.al cxiilanation why the local Maha-Aninia was turned 
into Muml».® The sudden slackening of Muhiirak^b Iiold over Bombay, 
perhaps news of the mad pa«!sion cruelty and lust, which, acconling 
to Ferishta, during his two remaining years, made IMubdrak's name and 
reign too infamous for historj’,® would, to the Brdhm.'ins of Bombay, 
seem possession bj* the avenging fury of the loe.'il Mother whom ho 
had dishonoured.’ This suggestion may seem fanciful. It receives 
confinnation from the following p.n5sagc from the ^Enhittmy.a or praise 
of the Bomlxaj' temple WlUkeshvar quoted in Sir. Murphy’s article on 
Early Bombay in the Bombay Gcograpbical Society’s Tran-sictions of 
184r-l' (Vol. I. page 130) ; * The temple (of iMumIrideri) uus built 
• shortly after the Hindus of Bombay had siiffcrcd in their religion from 
tlio tjTanny of Mubdrak SbiUi.’ This statement Eccm.s to inijilv 
some sudden cessation of SEubdrak’s intcrfcrenco with Bombay which 
the Hindus attributed toilic guanliaii inflncncc of the local Mother, and, 
in honour of the result, gave her as a title the name of the defeated foe 
Mubdrak Shdb, the demon Mmnbdrdkshns, The tradition that the name 


’ Tlio exact year is dispntccl. See Elliot’s History, HI. 211 ami CCI, . 

®Tho hUtorianC nro >.igite. Acconlinc: to the Tatikii-i.riro- Sli-ihi 

(Elliot’s MasnimAns, H i, 210, 21I-S15) in 1318 nil the Mar.'llhul vrero lirotiirlit into iul)-'. 
joction. Iciulntorios nilor« nml revenue collector, wro appoint c<l ovtr the torritori^sl 
of the MaiAtluts. henshta (Bri^^, 1. 339) has no special mention of the Konhnn con* • 
quests. , - ' .K,j- 

ajordanusMiraVilia 23 M.arfithi llWory of Bombay, 30-31. ' 

“ 'IMc the name of some conqucreil liond 
IXpittho dctroyor of tho Asnr or fiend 


389 - 393 ; ElViot’s 'MusilmAn HistorianB III ** 16 -^ 1 /' ■»* 

^ Compare X4nkh-i-Firoz SMhi (Klliot III *> 17 ^ f i -i i_* t. 

D0«t8eBSPd7iSm In/! Qt it w \ 70 lcnt \ inuictivo fspinl vrhxth 

possessMi SMh to kill Tnfcfir ITiicriml nv\ , 


& 

SC& 


oflj^ccJ 


.Ill Tng.ar [Tughral (>)] Khtn who had coip^tiiltcdao 
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ilomLa is iakcn from some demon conquered by tlie local ilotlicr Las 
also been elaborated into a local Sanskrit Purdn of uncertain date. 
The Purdn tells lion' the demon Mumbdraka by faultless devotion 
won from Brahma the boon that no man demon or god should over- 
power him. Armed with the certainty of victory Mamba wasted 
mankind. Ill's victims praj'cd to Vishnu. And the guardian, calling 
to his aid Siva and Brahma, from their united splendour produced a 
snuJing eight-armed godde.'s. At the request of her three ereators 
the Divn'no Energy sprang fortli. For seven days she fought the 
demon Jtiiniba. (Dn the cightli she hurled him from his car. Before 
slaving him Devi asked Mumba to name a boon. Goddess, he answer- 
ed, Iks pleaded to take my name Mumha. The goddess agreed, and the 
demon woifliippcd, blessed her, and died. Tliis legend is quoted at 
pages 30 to 31 of the useful Mardthi work Bombay Past and Present. 
The author, Mr. Govind Nsttdpn, adds: ‘This demon was perhaps 
MubArak I. a liatcr of the Hindu religion, who, after himself, may liave 
c:illcd the chief place on the island Mumbiipur or Mubdrakpur." No 
known evidence supports tlie suggestion tliat Muhdrak called Bombay 
after himself. Bui if, as quoted by Mr. Murphy, the temple to 
‘MuTnb'idcvi was built 'soon after Mubdtak’s army retired from 
i^t^ocuting Bouvlwv, the faettliat the goddess' tMo is the name of the 
llindu-luvtmg emperor Mul/itak Shdh is well mgh cstahbshcd. 

Oddlv Bombay is couucctcd. with a Momki older ^u Mubdrak 
ShiVh. ’ntc author of the Pcriplus of tho l^Tyflwrau S® (^n. 

■ 

M Vforcicc to Mumixr either in the connection 

30P) or in Sildhdra at of 

between Momlnros and Mumlw i p , ’ ^ TlV^est Dakhan were 

Thcrc'.ult seems to designed to glorify 

ihr ^^*‘^‘!'“"',;!r‘!Sdbg^nhcrkme a trace of the defeated 

(he local gnnnlwn 1>J cmlrcomng rn Hinduism. 

IW met tol f« i. 
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liigliGst about 285 feet above mean sea level. Through breaks in the 
two ridges the low flat between them was formerly flooded at high tide 
leaving, as is shown in the accompanjung copy of Mr. Mnrphy^s map, the 
seven islands of M^him Varli and Sion on the nortli, of Mdzgaon and ' 
Bombay in the centre, and of Old Woman’s island and Colaba in the ' 
south. During the last two hundred years the constant filling of small 
hollows, occasional large reclamations, and the building of the great 
Hornby (a.d. 1680 - 1780) and several srualler sea ramparts or vcllards 
have turned the seven islands into one solid belt of land flanked by the 
two broken ridges, which, in the south, separated alx>ut three miles by 
the reef-gfuarded waters of Back Bay, end the one in MalaM r Point 
and tlie other in Colaba. Beyond Coldba the lines of the two ridges ' 
intersecting below high-water level form the dangerous reefs which are 
marked by the Prongs’ Lighthouse. To tlie north-east and north 
the fishing villages and the rice and salt lands of Shivri Mdtnnga and 
Sion, to the north and north-west the palm groves of Mdhim, to the 
west the Varli-Malabdr ridge of high land given up to the scattered 
residences of the rich, and, in the extreme south, the point of Coldba , 
set apart for the military, fringe and narrow the area of the city. 
Except in the north where the flat land is waste oris used for 
factories, and the Esplanade and great public buildings of the west, the 
city area, both in the fort and in ^e native toivn further to the 
north, is so packed with huge many-storied warrens that it contains 
four-fifths of tlie _ 820,000 people of the island. Apart from the to^ 
of Rs. 4,47,000 which its trade suppliijs to the Port Trust, the island 
yields a general revenue of about Rs. 75,90,000 and a Municipal *> 
revenue of Rs, 66,00,000, that is, a rough total revenue of about 
Rs. 1,46,37,000. 


The high flat ledge to the east of the reservoir plateau on Bhanddr- 
wada hill commands one of the completest and most central views of 
Bombay and its surroundings. To the north a sprinkling - of trees and 
patches of green garden and orchard freshen the foreground of brown 
roofs and yellow house fronts. Across vthe'muddy Tank Bandar fore- 
shore and the coal heaps of Frere Bandar .'stand the quarried face of 
Brae hill, and the Jubilee, Indo-Chinese, and'National Mills clustered' 
at foot of the woody slopes of Golangi or. Flagstaff hill. To the 
riffht the bare sides -or. .Knwli i ..v. c-t! 






Of Bdlsette'(1540), its central 
'Furthw feS ■v=^;^.Q“Ka^Ve'.TeKdrSTulsi and Ylm. 

'•the'.ereen' ^?'iOnd.mud flat ofitlie harbour, heliind 

rJso- > Mdhul'.or.' north-west 
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wilh the mighty mnffC'i of the lirnjwhl, David, Petit, Imjwrlal, Sun, 
Jneoh, yew SjiP®oon, imd other huge factories. 

Pound this great city, to the norlli-cast easl and routh, streteh the 
hroatl waters of ilio harhonr, according to the l»our lUid li»c fcavm 
hind golden tawiiv or steel gmy, with its nocks of small -\vhitt.‘*v;iTJged 
lini'hour craft, mwl, at their mooringM, linos and cln*.tcrs of lading and 
discharging steamers, flretH of jHak-prowed h>r(y-poopc<l seafaring 
laqUU, iHniigiA, and kotwH, and n sprinkling of sintolv square. riggi4 
ships. Among the shipping oj>po<.ite the Carriac H.aiufnr Hit* Uio hare 
rocky mound of Cmss Island, and aliout two miles sonlh off the Ap'illo 
Pnniinr the small tint cirolc of the ^liddlc (Iround Shoal. Acre's the 
harbour (he north-east is lillcfl hy the long brown kick of Troinhay 
(lOOO), slojiing south to the point of Pit I’dv. In the east rises the 
low gieenery of Hog Island. In midwater lies (ho flat reeky line <>f 
Butcher’s Island and iK-hind it the wotHly hills of ]‘ilc]di.anfa (*05S), and 
to the south-easi the eeparale shirji-cut crofts of Litllo (7C0) and of 
Great (9S0) Knmnja. 

Inland, licyond the low broken line of the Parshik hills, the shivere^l 
clitTs and the flat-lopiietl bluffs of the 'IVivIi-.Mlllher.ln mnge fill the 
wholooa.stcrn \dcw. In this range from north to south, iK'ginning from 
the left or north end of the range, are llio Iwlions <if T.avli, tlio 
Cathedral Pocks of llhftu Malang (iXUU), the smaller Imttrcsscs of Mhos- 
^Ifiln, the pillar of NiWra-yjivri, the castle crest of Ch/«ndcri, the lo'v 
fortified hc.ad of Peb, the long walls of Mittheran and l*n»l»hal (2fiti0), 
the hndcon pillars of Isalgadh the False Funnel and of Kurmlla (15 10) 
the True Funnel, and the coinh of Alauikgiul (1800), In the extreme 
isist. tlirough breaks in the M!«fher.tn rangi', looms the dim line of the 
Saliyridris, Ucliind the comb of Mdnikgnd to the left are the gap of tho 
Dor Ghat and tho heights round Klmnd.'ila and iii the clearest air. the 
more dishnit forts of Vifjtpur (355(1) and l.ohogail (31151. To (he 
right the knuckle tip of yitgphani or the Dnke's Ni^se stands in front 
of the long idntean of SAkarpathiir .and the saw-tootlusl outline 

of .TiiniiiUulni, wilh,iu clear nir, -more distant jicaks ]>crhaj »9 Tung and 
Tikona in Dhor. South of Jftmhliulni tlio line of tlic {?ahyiJdris^risc.s 
in a group of noble hills of which Dcvgnd, Morv.n, Vis.ikar‘ Koarigad. 
Mnsagaon, and part of SAlWr (3322) in south Poona are visible and 
Die rest of Sill W rand Tel Baili also in south Poona and Blmrap in 
Bhot arc.hid hy the slope of north Karanja. In tho gap iHjtwoen the 
two Karanius stands Die wooded western top of Mira Dongar (he Pen 
hill, FurtliCT h^rcen the west point of Gre.at Karmija and the 
Blnffm north-east AliMg Die long .hili-flanlced valley of tho Amlja 
nver or NfigoUum cr^k winds twenty-six mile.s soutlf into the ho^t 
of tho Bhor hills. About ten inile.s south of tho .^Uthdg Bhi'fl:, from a 




UatorialS’l 
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centering in ilio point of Parhur {lOoO).. Pifteeh miles south, over 
the low linos of tlie AlibSg palms, the land ends in the dim level 
crest of the Poha and Janjira hills. Prom the palm groves of Alibdg, 
past' the low lino of. Honor}' (Underi) and the rooky knoll of Kenery 
(Khit ndori), the sea spinads round the points and reefe of CoMba across 
tlio palm-fringed curve of Back Bay till it is hid by the woody bluff of 
htalahdr Point which rises gently northwards to the house and palmyra- 
crowned crest of the IiralabAr (230) and Gambila (250) ridges. North- 
west, .across tlie p<alm-dottod curve of the Great Vellard, spreads a second 
vision of open sail-brightened sea, hid for a time by the woody hillock 
of Love Grove and again opening on either side of the rook of Martand, 
till it is once more lost behind the bushj' crest of Varli (200), which, 
in a broken line, leads north, till the circle is completed in the palm 
groves of iildhim and the leafy gardens and rice lands of Parel and 
Matunga overtopped by the casuarinas of Bdndra hill and the long 
ridge of Piili. 


Breacll Candy seems to mo-sn the beach at the month of the 
hollow or pass, that is the holbW between Kambdla ridge on ihe north 
and :Malab5r ridge on the south. The use of breach for the wave- 
breaking or surf, the modem beach, is oo^on 
f cvcntcanlli century writers. Shakespeare (158o) (TwelftkNjght, H. 1) 
writes; For some hour before you took me from the breach ^ the 
sea was inv sister drowned: Sir Edward 

Vovanc^ VlII. 91); At Sumatra the sea went with so molenfc a 
brcacji on the shore that the people could not (1610) 

Mierris VoyaffOP/ S’Augustme in ¥“f"Sascar^y 

iasilv be found as it has breaches on either side : Davrs (Voy- 

age.s and Works, 118) ; There was » ByThetddSe 

‘of'tho eSiteen'S emUn-y ttw word Breach ^ 

hlliJ^Sinod oil Uw landas "to 

of the old spelling Ganesh Gandy for Ganesh 

jrackinlosh' (IbOl: Life, I. .276) ^ BreU Candy is 

.Si the creek -Tower 

fcomparo Ilohson-JohsoUj 707). 

■ B^XtChCX^B lslaild.-^ce Bombay Town Materials, I. 438-439. 

The Castlo^-Bctwciu 1528 '^^ionfctstir' ASSn^to' 
GrcuttiTousc the las Great House was at onw a wff 

EngHsb navigator Davies in 16-6 tluBure j.. . 
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house, a priory, and a forb.‘ According to Hamilton (1700- 1720) it 
was an old squaro houfio which served tho Portugnesc as a plaee of 
retreat till relieved by troops from other places.® 

In October 1820 a joint force of Dutch and English landed on 
Bombay and burned tlio Grtat House or Castlo but withdrew without 
any attempt to retain possession.® 

In 1634 the Portuguese writer Antonio Bocairo notices tliat the 
house of the lord of tho town of Bombay was well piotcctcd at his own 
expense. At the left lumd margin of the liarbour n-as also a platform 
ten paces square with two guns mounted seawards. 

About 166'1-, when the Poilugucsc allowed Mr. Cooke and his men 
to land on tho island, Baldrous s-ays: Tho harbour of Bomliay is 1 
furnished with a capital Castlo that can protect tho anchorage. Nine f 
years later Fryer (Now Account, 63) writes : At fii'st lanthng Cooke 
and his men found a pretty wcll-scatcd but ill-fortilied honto, four 
brass guns being the whole dofcnco of the island. About UiP hou&o or 
Castle was a delicate garden said to be the pleasantest in India. In 
1668 the Court ordered that the Castle should he enlarged and 
htrenglhenod and in the following year entrusted the work to Captains 
Tolderey and Smitli. In 1671 their place wis taken by ^Ir. Herman 


1 Sco liclw nolo .1, * Xcvi Account, J, 185. 

^JJowImy Tonn MatcrinU, I. pnjw 1 note 2. Tliei1i>tnll«nro.- In 1620 llio UnglUb, 

iMt1i UiB Pnlcli, «clw><l the Istaiul of Baintvy on tlic Cm«t from llie Pi)rtuja»c«e, 

but for Mjnio unoxptfttntd revon iininctlmtclj nbindonwl It. Among tbo Sbips’ JournaU „ 

j>rc8cr\cd in the liceord Dtparimcht of the IniH't OITicc arc: (Al rroin Amiri. 

Wonlon’« Journil in tbo llVlwm; 102D, October 15tb, — In tbc moniiiiir utooil hi and 

anchored and bindcd of tbo EnglMi and tbc Dutch wine 400 men nt tbc lea-l and tooV 

tho Tort and Castlo and tho tonn, and set fire to it and all tbc town, and all tbo bon<cs 

t]icrc.ibonti, the pcoplo being nil run atraj tbit night and tlul ciirj nuftj all the best 

commodities lca^ulg nothing but trash, 'Octolicr ICtli. — In tbc moniing ncsctsiil, 

(B) Trom John Yian’s Journal in the Z>i»forcry ; 1C26, October 13tli, — This 13th 

dnj ue and Uiossholcficct both of English and Dutch \\i'nt into Uomb\\ and c.imc to 

an anchor in nine fathom, one point baring W.'S.IV, compass, the otbir S.P.tV,, tbc 

one tbrcu miles off, the other threo leagues off; this .wan in the entering of tj® 

harbour. October 14tb.— This dij ne saint avitb the ,s\holc liitt in further, iiMr 

a (.null toam or village, uhero there Mere Pomipils. AVc alichoTcd and rode n mile off, , 

in six fathoms, one point compiss hearing W.S.tV. fisc itnles-uff, tho other P. hy W, 

some five leagues off. IVc came so near the town with tw A* of our ships that wc ilrovo 

them all ouaj with our great ordnance, ■nnmclj tbo-3fprr/r« of ,tho Ilnglisli and tlic ^ 

Jfatirtdiis of the Dutch. In safclj wo laiiAid onr men on eiliore, tiho pillaged the town,, 

nnd set tlirir houses nil on tire^with tlulr forfcniat' thoavat'ersulc,- Yea. ire Bt,ajc<l thciv>^ 

15th day doing hll the spoU'that possibly wc could, 1>M wc got notlung to speak of 

bat Mctunl, So wbeu wo had done all thcliarm' vre could, ,\hc 15th daj in the ixiiiing 

^ got our men ^oard, leaving the town on fire, and the 16th day in the innmiiig when 

wo wina came off sbpte, we wc%hed nnchot and Vent off to »ca again, (C) Trom David 

w 1C26, Oclobcr 13th.— The 13th wo wmt into the 

J mi 'may stc in the draft following. Tlie 14lli ' 

'« "'or Ihe Great House to batter, against it, hs 

Enclish oidnauvc Split j tho saino ilnj rro. landed 300 mcii- 

S < I’T*’ '“3“" ‘f ' Wt Jtotise with 

W audio ssif '>"'*i'‘‘>Al<l''"«iaud Jicnteinlh centuries) of 

Dittss ana ono Baker mt.^ i.Tat. 


‘ >“0? emhimkcd aboard tho ships 
WhuSh was both a warehouse, KNiory, 
liOTBcs together with two new frhWos a 
irtit&roi 


they had carried away all thdr ) 
away before our men Inndwl. 
India Office (ISOl), 214-216. 


ilehomltioiion Oil cannon) edflron, Tho 16th all our 
■p Snft^j In t)fc evening, left the Great llouro 
a f(rft nil afire l^rning with other * 
ffrtn the slock k nor fully enilei*'i^ • , 

illlhjf^ of any value, for oil w Cm tun 
MW cod b Kcpiut on the Old Records of tlie 


ory, sj 


Sir tfcoigc 


9 







•m: 






4J4S i.YVi^ 






Tun»» ***" 
j^l^hcTs 


" - «- S^™tch is cs^«y “ . w 

•®"tl le • <3«) H '^^W 

- \- II; 

-jj— / .^- ' ■ 







Materials.] 


AND ISLAND. 


653 


Bake. In December 1672 Fryer found that the shady walks of the 
Portuguese garden had been loaded with cannon^ the bowers bad been 
turned to ramp.arts, the trees rooted out, and masonry walls had taken 
the place of g.irdcn fences. According to Fi-yer the changes were 
chioily carried out bj'Mr. Philip Gyfford (1667-1670) whom Fryer 
(New Account, 65) describes ns raising and in a manner finishing the 
liastions, a work which was still but beginning by the rest. In J anuary 
1673 the French traveller Delton describes the Castle as a very fine fort 
in which the English President generally resides. In the following 
month (February 20tli, 1673) finding Bombay Fort as stark as the 
dcil the Dutch reh'cated to their boats without any booty. In Dtcem- 
bar 1673 witliin the fort wore mounted 120 pieces of ordnance and in 
other stands twenty more, besides sixty field-pieces in their carriages. 
At this visit Fryer notices tliat a trench was being dug out of the hard 
rook round tba Castle to moat it with tlm sea, and that hora works 
«vero being made. In Flyer’s opinion these works were too costly ever 
to be aimed out by the Company. At the same time they were faulty 
since the wall should Imve extended to a tank without the parade. In 
1675 Fryer (New Aceount, 121) refers to certain unnecessary appendices 
to the fort being pallisadoes in mud so contrived that they were rather 
n means to take the fort than to defend it, w'hich afterwards were all 
wosheA aw.iy by Ibe rains.* 

In July 1676 Surat pressed on Bombay the need of completing the 
bastion and the parapet to tbe fanssebraye (see above page /O ; 
liie borne worke on tlrafc page should bo bora works), details of 
' -‘‘-Hie explosion' in 1677 (see above page 73) prove that the north-rasb 
' kistion was then complete. In 168 1 a fresh bastion was adM to the 
Sstle During the Sidi war (1G80-90) the faulty position of lie Castle 
Ller 'coramand of Dongri hill caused much loss and discomfott. 



cS be &gtboned in 1690 

the attack of any 

'•.\rj'.'Lt_-.':trU<.'.fnTH(Ied-bciin’s6’built .0 
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foim o£ bastions) surrounded with a wot ditch, and commanded by a 
hill called Dongri. Seaward tliis town is fortified witii a Castle, and, 
to the right and left of the Castle, arc some other iralls and detached 
battericsT The Castle is called Bombay Castle and is situated on a low 
ground, about the middle part of tho'toim, close to a bed of rocks in 
the sea opposite the harbonr, and is formed in the figure of a trapezoid 
which is construed into four bastions called the Flag, Brab-tree, Tank, 
and Cavalier bastions. Tlic Castle is not constructed in a manner to 
make a sufficient defence. Any battery by land or by water is able 
to ruin the wall of this fort. If this fort or Osistle could be suiTounded 
by a lower wall in form of a terrace biaissc or sloping parapet, it- would 
be a great part stronger and able to make a defence against any - 
attack tliat ever possibly could bo made in tlus countiy. The interior 
of this Castle is large enough for lodging a proper garrison, stores, 
and ammunition. But the present barracks for the artillery are in a 
very' bad condition, and liavc not room to contain above sixty' to 
seventy men. Besides the infantry guard room is not sufficient for 
the garrison nceossary' for this Castle.^ - 

Apparently from the beginmug of British management to 1755^ 
besides Government House, the house of the Second in Council, anduccom- 
modation for the garrison, tlie Castle enclosure contained quarters for 
the Secretary's, the Treasurer’s, and the Cliicf Accountant’s offices.® 
Captain De Funok’s examination of tlio Castle satisfied him that the 
high walls of Government House wore a scrions menace to the safety' 
of the fort. The walls could not stand a cannonading. They would 
fall and the ruins avonld injure the garrison and impede the working of 
tho guns. 

About the same time Br. Ives describes (1754') the chief fort as a 
regular square of very good materials provided with over lOO -guns* 
On his return in January 1753 Br. Ives found tliat since 175 4- a 
Swedish engineer Captain Be Funck bad made a considerable iucrcasc 
to the sea fortifications.® ’ ’ , 

On the 25th April 1760 .the Court write to Bombay' : IVc approve, 
of pulling down tbe high buildings of tlio Fort House, raising baftcries 
towards the sea for tho protection, of the Castle",- and f ortify'ing your 
piers. ' All these are works tliat admit of no delay.* . 

■ ‘pho of tho last addirions to the Castle was in 17d t the chambers over 

the gateway. TUero consisted o£‘a hall and closet for the Captain and'' 
a room on each side for the subalterns, ’ This accommodation was 
required, because in completing tbe Town Walls tho guard room at the 
Apollo Gate had been removed.®. . . t 

■ In 1775 tho merchant PaTsons’dcscribes'Bombay' Castle "as a very 

large and strong fortificalaon.® ‘- 'J;' ‘ ^ 


Bom'bay Town Materiftls, II. 307 - 311 , • • 

- ® Dp* -fmvn I--, ji 


Vtx — • WT — • w ^ Ayoa, i7v. 

■ ■ 4 to Into (1773), 33, 195. 

Bombay Town Matcnals, II, 464 - 406,. * Bombay Toivii Materials III 111 I-l" 
* Bombay Town Matcnals, II. 399,-182. ^ J n -uatcriais, ill, ill li- 
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pf the difRcuUios, the errors, the failures, and the final success of 
buildings the great Town Walls, a work which lasted from 1750 to 1780, 
details ai-c given in Volume II. of the Materials. 

About eighty years after they were completed it was decided to 
demolish the Town Walls. In December 1S61 the Government of 
BoTnb.ay forwarded to the Secretary of State the report of a Committee 
on the subject of the Western Defences of the Fort of Bombay. The 
conclusions of the Committee were entirely approved by His Excellency 
the Commandor-in-Chief and the Governor in Council. In a minute 
dated the 18th January 1862 on the Land Defences and the removal of 
the ramparts Lieufe-Gcncral W, R. Mansfield then Commander-in-Chief 
observed that the town or fort of Bombay was a hundred years ago 
Eomowhat in tlic same case as Genoa and Venicc atthe ora of the Italian 
republics. The State w.as in the town itself and in the safety of lie toivn 
the preservation of the State w.is consequently involved. The island of 
Bomiiav instead of being an isolated town exposed to piracy and other 
dangers with no field army from whidi to call for help, was now an 
enormous crowing and commereial capital of large and flounshmg 
provinces, sliiddcd with the stations of an army, a considerable poi-bon 
of jviiich was immediately available by railway. He thouglit the 
conclu.sion w.as inevitable that while the Government could not be too 
eiTcfui with roaard to the Harbour Defences, all anxiety was removed 
with respect to any possible danger that could cotne from fee intenor. 
GcncwiitansfwUVfi conviction was feat tlio position ^ ^ 

cither untenable or .one which should not bo hold. Ho according y 
recommended the razing of the ramparts. , ».v t 

In a Despatoh in the Militory Department dated fee 17fe June 

ISO*’ Her Majesty’s Seorefcary of State expressed his approval of the 
IbO- ucr aiajc.y j ^YcBtom Front of fee Fortifi- 

account and mitnori Wilin'^ the ramparts and by erecting 

necessary for „_a ‘improved plan. An executive 

other works Remo^l^Committec was accordingly 

commillee styled the measures ordered.^ The 

appomtcdby6ov;ernraeT(tto& y amoving the 

estimated expenditure , on acemmt ot s|o 5 » I„ , 865 fee‘ 

s if th. £»t ™ 

‘and the Committee dissolved.’' ... 
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planted as a sign or signal. But in Urdu-MardtW S7imd?o means 
not a gignal bub a harlot and this may be the origin of the common 
Bombay story that certain harlots who were implicated in a murder 
were the first offenders who were hanged on the cross or gibbet on 
Cross Island. Of the practice of hanging pirates and other heinous 
offenders in chains on Cross Island the author of Qui Hi (1816, page 
202) has left the following : 

The Bails are set, they catch the wind, 

. Dismal the wretelied fellows rung 

That on. Oross Island’a gibbets hung. 

Dismal the Idtes and crows and cranes 
Slniehed to the music of the chiiins. 


Gbeat 

WssTssit 

llOTEU 

17i8-1783. 


Great Western Hotel. — Of the large house on the west side of 
Apollo Street opposite the Dock 3 'ard enclosure now''(1894!) the Great 
Western Hotel and still known as the Old High Coui-t the following 
details are available : The Collectoi*’s records show that in -1748-4-9 
Messrs. George Crrigs and Michael Rasor owned this property. Ten years 
later 1757-58 Mr. Crrigs* interest was transferred to Mr. John Baptists. 
In 1771-72 the Honourable Mr. William Hornby, who -vras Governor 
from 1771 to 1784, succeeded to the whole property. To the hmlding 
of the house no reference has been traced. Three causes seem to have 
combined to bring about the construction of what is still one of the 
handsomest residences on the island: First the demolition for military 
reasons of the original Government House, in the Oastle in 1758; 
second the 'abundance of labour available in some of the cold or saving' 
fits during which the foitifications were at ' a stand ; and third the 
large ideas of Mr. Willmm Hoinby one of the' ablest and most energetic 
of Bombay Governors. It seems doubtful wbetber Mr. Hornlgr ever 
lived in Hornby House. As Governor he almost certainly lived in Mr. 
Spencer's House, the building in Apollo Street now (1894) known as the 
Old Secretariat, into, which the Governor moved in 1757-58 when for 
mditary reasons the Government House, that is the Fort House, in the 
Castle was demolished.' Nor does Homby House seem at first to 
have been used as the Second's Hunse since in 1764 Mr. Hunter’s 
House, on the site of the building at present occupied as the B. B. and 
C. I. Railway Company's oflaccs to- the north of the Cathedral, was 
known as the Second's House.® --Tt'-seems probable that after 3764 
'when Mr. Hunter’s House was taken for J'ublic Offices, the Second may 
^ve come to live at'Horiiby House. And,fchat between 1764 and 1781 
Hornby Hemse was Tised by the Second and also ‘as an Admiralty House 
when' an, il^miral happened to he stationed in' Bombay. ■ That Admirals 
ffidgedm Great Hwse between 1764 and' 1783, is "shown (Pub, 
Diaiy 78 of 1781,326)-iu the- 3 Qmt‘ l-eport o^the 19th June 1781 oi 
the surgeons of the hospital in the Marine Ym-d. The four surgeons 
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(William Teonent^ James Bondj Sam. Bichardson, and George Birch), 
agree that the hospital be moved from its site in the Marine Yard 
provided it can be located in the house lately occupied by the Admiral 
nith its high dry and healthy rooms, its convenient outhouses, and its 
spacious accommodation fit to receive 400 sick Europeana No action was 
tnken on this proposal. Next year on tie 25th October 17 82 Government 
leased this house from Mr. Hornby for ten years at a monthly rent of 
Bs. 20U0 to serve as an Admiralty House and for other public purposes. 
Four years later (1786), Government refer (Bombay Town Materials, II. 
48S - 490) to the house as the Admiralty House rented from Mr. 

, Hornby to which on the sale of the. Baz^r Gate Court House and Town 
Hall to Harjivan Sirpat the Mayor’s Court was transferred. Two years 
later (1788), much to their annoyance, the Mayor’s Court was (Pub. 
Diary 92 of 1788, 221) turned out of Hornby House to make room 
for Sir Archibald Campbell and the officers of His Majesty’s 71st 
Begiment. On this occasion Government describe (Bombay Town 
Materials, II. 488-490) the building as the Admiralty House wherein 
‘ the Mayor’s Court had for some rime past been assembled. Four 
years later (1792) on tbe expiry of i&e the foUomng 
are recorded; On tbe 8th June 1792 (Pub. Dmry 101 of 1792, 677) 
the land paymaster acquainted the Government of the approaemng 
expiration on the 25th October 1792 of the ten y^rs 
tlie Hornby or Admiralty House. On 

Diary 101 of 1792, 677) Government directed that Mr, Hornby s 
at^ents be called upon to inform Government the lowest terms they 
Vould rent their oLstituent’s House to the Honourable Company for 
the space of five years. Thereupon Mr. Maister on the 14th June 1792 
fPub^ Diary 10 1 of 1792, 703) wrote ; Mr. Hornby is wilhng to renew 
Le leace of this large house to the Honourable Company fourteen or 



the 'l9th June 1792 (Pub. Diary 

referred the matter to the land paymas . /Public Diary 

On the 2nd July 1792 the laud 

102 of 1792, 764) : The actual H^nby. during the 

house in the Apollo Xpril 179'2) amounted 

ten years of the lease (^th.pctoherl/ ^ works, shows 

toBs. 14,838-1-59 The esWte. jE whole, houre . and- 

that the expensq that will he amount to Bs. 9987- 

hnildingsiu suitable y Ig for rebuilding the wall and 

0-75. This sum wcludes^s. 1583-^7 ^ .s jj^own 


5 : 75 . This sum includes well ^own 

making repairs to the lai ^ Mr Hornby delivered it otbt 

™ m . viy W .t tte toe to^imby ,^5^ 

( 1782 ).- On the I2th July 1/93 works. 
1 7Q5i 7831 further reported that the esvr . large house m 

. -^Apollo street the proper^ of M^Homny, Diary 102 of 

■ 1792 765) to intimate to Mx. MaiBte 
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up to liim on the 25tli Oetobor 1792. And on IStli July 1792 (Pub, 
Diary 102 oC Vt02, 783), after consultinp the Company's Solicitor, 
Government diieclcd that the repaire must be immediately carried into 
execution. Three months later (23rd Octoljcr 1792) tlic folloiring 
entry oceiu-s (Pah. Disiry 103 of 1792, 1220): As the lease of Mr, 
Horiiby's large house will expire on 'Jlmrsday next (the 23th Octoljcr), 
and as we arc desirous of luting the warehouses by the year at a moderate 
rent, it is agreed that a committee consisting of Messrs. Motley, 
Stevenson, and Adamson call to their a«sietancc some of the principal 
mevehauts’ and give 116 (heir opinion what monthly rent will lie equitable. 
On the next day (2irih October 1792) the committee submitted 
the following report (Piih. Diary 10.3 of 1792, 1221); 'IVo ware- 
houses near the cast entrance into the house nnd immcdi.atcly under tlie 
laro-c liall, each 11s, fiO a month; two warehouse.'!, one of them being at 
thc%outh and the other at the north side of the front of the house, mch 
11s. 7b a month ; two -warehonscs at the liack part of the house, one of 
them being at the south and the other at the north side of it, each Ks. 6a 
:i month; one very large warehouse situated at the Irack part of tlie 
compound and now (1792) eallctl the liatiy warehouse, Ils. 150 a month. 
These details give a monthl)' total rent of Jls 530. Tlie Hoard then 
pioposed (Pub. Diary 103 of 1792, 1225) to Mr. ^laistcr, Air. Hornby's 
agent, to hire tlie warolumscs at the eommitlco’s valuation. Air. Alaistcr 
would not agree (27th October 1792) to accept the rent.s oifered, 
He wrote: Considering (Pub. Diary 10.3 of 1792, 122.5) the goodness 
of tho.«e warehouses and the convenience of their situation the suitable 
rent was Ils. 100 for each of tlie six warehouses utidcr the Iwdy of tlw 
house nnd Es. 200 for the large batty warehouse or in all Rs. S00_ s 
month for one year from Ist November i 792. On reccijit of Air, Mais- 
ter’s terms, on the .SOtli October 1792, the Board observe (Pub. Diarj 
103 of 1792, 1220): AVo arc of opinion from the solidity of il« 
construction, the drj-ness of the warehouses, nnd their advantageoui 
situation nnd security from fire, that thej' arc fnlly worth Rs. 800 i 
month which is actimlly a monthly sarring of Its. *800 upon the reii 
of Rs. 2000 which the lloiionrnbic Comp.any paid licCore, a? tin 
habitable apartmenfs did not fetch more than Es 400 a month 
Prom these oireumstanccs Mr. Alaistcr's proposal appearing reasonable 
it is agreed that it be accepted and the necessary orders be issued fo 
that purpose. TIic Imusc scorns to have been taken from year to yea 
till on the 23rd April 1798 the Government recommended the Com 
(Pub. Dep. Lettcre to the Court A'^il. 32 of 1797-1799, 248) to treat i 
England with AIr..Ilomhy for a long lease of his house known as .tli 
Admiit^y since it might bo converted into a better suite of comtnodiov 
Public Olncers than any other buildings at tliis Presidency. In reply o 
the 18th Af arch 1801 f Pub. Dep. Court's Letters A'ol. 15 ‘of ISOO- 180! 

37-188) the Court write: Prodous to our corning to'n decision npo 
your late recommendation relative to the leasing of Mr. Hornln-'s Hons 
called the A^iralty, for the purpose of ils being converted into pnbl 
offices, wc .dieot tlmt you roNdBe tiie subject and coramnnicato toi 
.your opinion on the requisite accommodations for transactingVtl 

your Presidency on a- reduced ^ealc in cons 

tinence of the measure recently adopted of placing tho* Civil and Alii 



Uateiials-] 


AND ISLAND. 659 

tary Government o£ the Provinces o£ Malabdr and Kanara. under the 
control of the Presidency of Madras. In 1800 Government still rented 
the bouse a room being set apart to store the Admiralty furaiture. la 
the same year (1800) this building U’as le-arianged so as to mahe it 
suitable for tbe Eecorder’s Court. In the negotiations between Gov- 
ernment and Mr. Maister on behalfof Mr. Hornby, apparently Mr. 
John Hornby the heir of Mr. William Homby, the house is referred 
to (see above pages 47 -48) as the Admiralty House and again as the 
large house called the Admiralty House. Prom April 1800 Hornby 
House eontinaed to he rented for the Eecorder's Court * The Hefcrence 
Book to the Eevenue Survej' Plan of 1813 shows the land as William 
Hornby's. In 1827-28 the rent roll shows it as transferred in that 
year from Mr. William Hornby's name to Mr. John Hornby’s name. 
The property continued in Mr. John Hornby's name till 18 /8-79 when 
Mr. Arthur Homby and the Trustees of Mr. Bustamji Jamsedji 
Jijiblitii convej'ed it to blr. Albert Abdulla David Sa'seon for 
Bs. 3,85,000. Since tlien it has remained the property of the Sassoon 
family ® From 1800 Homby House continued to be the Recorder* s 
Court House till in 1824 (MaySth) the Recorder’s Court became the 
Supreme Court and in 1862 (August 14th) the Supreme Court b^me 
the High Court. The High Court continued to use it as a Court 
House till in IS^O (March 1st) the now High Court on the Esplanade 
was completed. On the transfer of the High Court the buildings wero 
converted into the Great Western Hotel. 


MaTlim Shrine. — A Government order to Mr. Aislabie, dat/^thc 
12th of November 1694, runs j These are to enorder 3 't>“ to peimt the 
Mooimcn to come upon this island to worship at the tomb at Miilnm as 
customary ; but let none come armed at any time but persons of some 
conadera^le quality. Such pereons you may permit to have their ar^ 
^ i nV +Vimv Barvants. These orders you are to obsene irom 

your^receipt hereof to the 26th instant but no longer.® The same order 

A Government order to Mr. William Sodgwicke, (Mef of Mdhim, 
1 i j or+i, nalnlier 1739 runs • Tbe Honourable the Governor having 

Arthur Hornby tlie descnption oj the cnlled the Court House. 
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to permit the people to have the country mnsic and to exercise such , 
other diverBiona os arc cufctoniafy at th.at time and to give nssistauce ’ 
for pxorenting any difcturhance or disorder being committed.* 

About 1760 Mr. Thomas 'Whitehin scome to liavc had a house ami ’ 
jrarden of some consequence in hlAhim. Tliis country house he called 
the Villa Nova. The records of 1768-59 contain several references to 
plots of Government land heing added to his grounds.® 


Ma'plaPor is the Oldest English Building in Bomhay. About ."00 i 
yards north of the north-west comer of Elphinslone CirclCj on the ' 
west side of Bohora BasaSr street, immediately beyond its meeting 
•with Gunhow Lane, stands a long low uppcr-storcycd building with 
peaked tiled roof. The street part of the ground floor is marked by a 
row of small shops built of wood planking. But the central entrance, 
the deep caves, and the well-carved brackets show that it is a build- 
ing of some ago and importance. Over the sqn.'iro gate^ivay hangs 
the sign of the Fort Printing Press and under tlic 5ignho.ard is a 
plain wavy-edged panel of wood. Tire upper storey, under a deep 
cave hung on rich cawed-wood brackets, has a main window OTcr the 
central entrance and to the right or north a lino of fiTC windows 
and of four to the left or south. From Bohora street the paved 
entrance rises about 18 inches to tlm opening of the’ central gateway. 
This square cut gateway, about lii feet high 11 feet broad and 
40 feet deep, with side benches of stone and a modem ■wooden ladder 
leading to the upper storey, opens on a rough untidy p.ivcd court two 
feet lower than the entrance plinth, 32 feet broad from cast to west, 
and 85 feet long from north to south. Across the worn pavement 
of the yard, on a plinth reached by two broad steps with a lift of 
about six inches each, stands the unroofed and ragged shell of a large 
building. At the north and the south ends of the courtyard a 
ten-foot broad flight of eleven steps with a lift of sis inches and a tread 
of twelve inches, of much worn two feet square slabs of blue trap, 
leads to a ten-foot square landing at the back of whieb awall-inth traces 
. of a rich red coating of plaster rises about seventeen feet. From the 
landing to the right and to the left two upper flights, -ivith a plair 
solid masonry balustrade about three feet high, rise, one flight of fiftcei 
steps leading to the right to the back of Ihe street row of buildings th( 
' other flight of e^bteen steps leading left to the upper storey of the man 
miu. lu the flight of steps at the north end of the yard the origina 
arrangement is unaltered; the southern flights arc confused by late 
houses built over the staircase, 

The inner or we^em face of the front or Bohora Bazdr row o 

'Courtyard by a sloping tile-roofe 
veranda four feet sk mebes wide .and two steps above tlie yat 
level. The northern half of the ground floor, lighted by irou-bi-re 

~ - ' ill _ _ ■ — 

*Scc. Out.!* B. 8 o£ 1738-1741 rr tri.. * 

iolltwing year. * ' aam^ order (Ditto) was repeated in ii 

» Pub. iJiary 81 <,11758.258, 270 and 32 of 1769, "94. ; . ’ 
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windows, is used as storerooms ; Iho southern half as a workshop 
for ruling account books. In tho north-west corner a small room 
(12'x7'x7' high) with masonry walls and roof and a door with 
w’rought-iron shutters seems to Iiavc been used as a safe or strong 
room. The upper storey is reached by the flights of masonry steps 
at the north and south ends of the courtyard. Along the west, 
originally a corridor facing the courtyard, runs a set of rooms about 
ten feet wide with stonc-^aved floors. From this row of outer rooms 
or partitioned corridor, with massive lintels door-posts and roof-beams, 
open a row of five plank-floored chambers each about 28 feet long 
22 feet broad and 11^ feet high, the northmost ■used for oilinau'’s 
stores, the second as a school, the third as a dispensary, and the fourth 
and fifth as a printing press. A roof loft over the npper storey is 
also used as a printing gallery. 

Tho west side of the rubbish-strewn worn and battered conrtyard 
shows that tho main building, of which the roofless and ragged shell 
alone remains, stands on a plinth about a foot above the yard and 
along its eastern front was separated from the yard by a sloping tile- 
roofed veranda about 70 foot long and 12 feet broad, supported 
as the sockets show by a' lino of wooden pillars about twelve feet 
apart. The roofless shell along the inner edge of this veranda, though 
in Ecvoral places cram bled to udthiu a few feet of the ground, shows 
that the ground floor was divided into three ro(iins. The door (6 
feet 3 inches wide) and side windows (4 feet wide) of the central room 
remain. Tho wall of the north room which is little more than a 
pile of loose stones shows no trace of openings j hut gaps for tho door 
and window of the south room remain. Inside of the building in 
the north stand a big and a little pipal and a bor ti'ce. The centre 
is open, but the rest is blocked with piles of stoiie timber iron and 
other builder’s lumber. Tlio masonry of the walls is of rough 
undressed seabcach stones covered with inch-thick plaster. The outer 
wwlls are fairly massive; the inner partitions are so slight as to 
suggest lb.at tho bulk of the weight wns home by wooden pillars. 
The worn stairs to tho north and south of tho frout courtyard show 
that they led to the upper storey of this central building. All that is 
left of this upper storey is in the north ■whore the wall still stands 
six feet higher than the groove that marks tho 14 feet ceiling of the 
ground rooms. 

To the west of the main building slrotdios a worn and sloping pave- 
ment about 25 ' X 50 ', with a ten-foot passage running along its west 
edge * Beyond iho passage is a row of npper-storeyed rooms. On the 
right is a second group. And on tho left over a square-ent doorway 
opdninginto Gunbow lane, is a third group with roughly ornamented 
nilnstom The worn plinths of this square-cut gateway suggest that 
it formed the main ehlmnco to the original bmldmg. The pavement 
and pillar sockets to tho west of tho mam bmldmg apparently belong 
to a portico about 50 feet long by 20 feet broad shading the western 
door and perhaps furniBhed «^vith an upp^-portioo in fionb of the 
boutral upper-chamber which overlooking the lower houses in front 
woid command a view west across tho palm gardens and meadows to 
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Back Bay. In the north-west corner of the west courtyard is an oU 
stone>ringcd circular well. 

A room in the ground floor of tlie house in the north-west corn^-^ 
opens on an open-air passage or gulley 6 feet 6 inches broad between ■ 
the outer face of the north wall of the main building and a detached 
enelosiug wall about 13 feet 6 inches high. Tliis outer wall runs 
east to a stair and door which gire access to the landing' on the 
north flight of steps in the east yard. Along the south side of the 
north passage the wall of the main building, which shows traces of - 
a deep Bath-red plastering, varies from about 18 feet to 23 feet 
in height and lias two windows (6'x4' and 6 feet from the ground) 
giving light to the north chamber. The outer or enclosing wall 
about 13 feet 6 inches high ends in a rounded - coping and has 
its inner face thick-lined with plaster in which are set rough angular 
chippings of trap or basalt. From the west Avindow of the upper 
room of the house which gives entrance to the passage the outer 
enclosing wall is seen to stretch west about 33 yards. 

Behind the row of dwellings that fills the west of the inner yard a 
six-foot passage runs south to Gnnhow lane. Alon^ the west side of 
this passage a roAV of lofty modem dwellings, standing^ on old plinths 
and with lowei* walls plastered and set ■nith trap eliippings, stretch 
west to a narrow guuey which the maps show to be the original 
limit of the plot of land. Along the north side of Gunbow lane 
at a height of about thiidcen feet tlie ori^nal enclosing Avail may 
be traced the rough fragments of trap on its outer fcice shoAving 
through layers of yelloAV wash. In most places the house walls 
stand on the top of the enclosing Avail. But in one or two 
portions tlie enclosing wall remains detached with a rounded coping 
like the north enclosing wall. 

Opposite the south end of the main building a modem gate (6' X S') 
in -the outer enclosing wall opens from Gunbow lane. Across an 
open-air passage or gulley choked Avith lumber an inner door giA'es 
entrance to the south room of the main building. Enough of the 
south gulley is visible to show tliat in breadth and design it does 
not differ from the north gulley. This south gulley seems originally 
to have communicated Avith the outside by a small door a few j'ards 
east of the present gate whose earlier date is shoAvn by the greater 
wealing of its dripstone. Beyond this small door the open-air gulley 
ends eastw^ds in the comparatively modem buildings -that hamiier 
the south flight of steps in the front courtyard. 

This old building or enclosure is generally knoAvn as M^pla Pov the 
gated enclosure of the Mdplds that is of the half- Arab Musalmdns of tlie 
Malahdr Coast, who^ till well into, the present century, held the bulk 
of the coasting or country trade of Bombay. The name of the present 
Owner is Mapla Chaukaran Eeloph Earaktdi ICdka whose agent is a Pdrsi 
Mr. Dmsha Sordbji. Mr. Binsha states that in 1T94 MAisa of Telliehevry, 
aoeestor of the present owner, purchased the property from one 
Miihammad Safi. The size of the central l^lls, the handsome staircases 
and court-yard, and still more the strange outer enclosing wall suggert 
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that the huilding was not intended for a private dwelling or warehouse. 
_ Though, pei'haps from fear that such a confession might help to a 
resumption, the people interested deny any knowledge of the fact, the 
tradition remains that the Mapla Por was once a public building. An 
old porter and also the Pdrsi owner of the printing press say ; These 
buildings once wei-e the Sarkdris and were called the Barracks. At 
one visit to the Mdpla Por an old Musalmdn teacher said : The place 
is called Kot. I think Jfot means killa or fort ^ongh it is true the 
building is in no way fortified. A young girl who was by said : It is 
Nort an English word not Kot. Not a fort but the place papers come 
from. Others agree it was a Government building and used to be 
called Aphis. The appearance of the shell of the building, the small 
number of large rooms, the paved courtyard, and still more outer 
open-air passage and lofty enclosing wall favour the view that the 
huilding was a Jail and Court House. 

The following extracts from the Bombay Records seem to show 
hej-ond reasonable doubt that this mined shell is the remains of one of 
the earliest if not the earliest building the English erected in Bombay 
Among the liberal schemes which the vigorous mind of Gerald Anngier, 
who was then the Chief in Surat, devised for improving Bombay, when 
in 1668 the town and island passed to the Company, was, in Januai-y 1671 
(Surat 'Factory Outward Letter Book 1 of 1680-1673, 202), the 
huilding of a fair common house wherein may be appointed cliambcrs 
for tlie Courts of Justice, warehouses and granaries for coni and ammu- 
nition, and prisons for several offenders. By a fair common house 
Anngier apparently meant quarters for the merchants and writers. 
Besides this common house Aungier wished that other quarters should 
be built so that all the Comxra.ny's servants might be well housed. 
Counsels of economy from London, backed by the local Bombay opinion 
that existing houses would suffice, led Anngier somewhat grudgingly 
to conntermand his instructions for building new quarters. Apparently 
this prohibition extended to the building of the fciir common house as 
part of the Coui'ts and the Jail. Between 1671 and 1673 the building 
which was already in progress is referred to as the Conrts of Justice 
and the Courts of Judicature (Surat Factory' Outward Letter Book 1 
of 1630-l673,.217-227). The Courts for which the building was design- 
ed were the two Courts of Judicature established by Gerald Anngier in 
1670. These Conrts, which mot regularly once a week, were an inferior 
Court held by a covenanted officer of the Company assisted by native 
oSicerd which took cognizance of civil suits under 200Xeraphins {Rs.l40), 
and a superior Court, where, with the title of J udge of the Courts of 
Judicature, the Deputy Governor and Council sat and took cognizance 
of all civil and criminal cases. Except in matters of the gravest necessity, 
the decisions of this superior Court were final and without appeal. It 
may be coniectnrod that the centre chamber of the three on the ground 
floor of the main huilding was the Court of Appeal, and that m one of 
the end chambers the inferioi^’and in the other end chamber the rapenor 
Court sat in tbe exercise of their original jurisdiction (Compare Bruce s 
Annals, II. 271-272). A row of buildings facing the Bazdr was also 
completed at the same time of which at least the ground floor was used 
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as cells for prisoners and perhaps the loffc for the guard. The buildings 
■were probably pushed on when Aungier -was in Bombay (May 1672 - 
May 1678). They were completed by the close oE 1676. Besides 
accommodating the inferior and superior courts tlie Court House seems 
to have been used for tbe quarterly mcetiugs of the Justices which had 
hitherto been held in tlie customs houses of Bombay and MShim 
(Bombay Town' Materials, III. 3). Before completion, about 1675 
when a Judge -was appointed, tbe Court o£ justice -vyas .accommodated in 
a hired bouse. Next year, Jnne 1676, ns the building of a hospital was 
declared the chief want of Bombay, the Deputy Governor suggested that 
the present court house might be turned into a hospital and tliat tlio • 
Deputy Govonioris house in the Castle shonld be bought from its owner a ^ 
Portngucse lady and used as a Court House. The Surat Council ai)prov- 
ed and the house and ground were bought at Bs. 2400. At first in the. 
opinion of the SuratCouncil this house was a dear penny worth, but, aftera 
personal mpnHn g natli the Deputy Governor, tlic Surat Council was satis- i 
fieL In October 1676 thpy write : We desire you to take possession of 
the house in the Castle without delay and to go forward iitting up the 
present court of judicature as a hospital. Witliin threomonths the views 
of the Bomba}’’ Council seem to have undergone a change. On the 24th , 
January 1677 they wrote to the Dircctora that the buildings in tljc Castle 
shonld not be used as a Court. Tlie Court of Judicahire we lihvc built in 
the Bazdr is, tliey add, a far more convenient place for a court being of 
greater ease for all sorts of peo:plo to repair thither and more fitting for 
prisons as prisoners may beg relief of passers (Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 * 
1687, 6). Tlus economical pincticc, which made the prisoners support 
themselves by begging tlirough the bats of their .cells, ivas long contimi- 
ed in England and is still in force in .Goa, More tlian a year before - 
the letter from Bombay (2lth Jannar}’’ 1677) was written the 
Coui-t of Directors had taken Aungier to tax for excessive expenditure 
on Bombay buildings. On the 17th January 1676 (Surat Factory 
Out. Letter Book 2 of 1675-76, 25) tbe President replied : 'The out-, 
buildings, that is the buildings outside of ilie Castle, for houses ■ware'- 
houses granary xnint-house and Court of Judicature ■yo’iir Conncil 
judged absolutely necessaty and such as you "tSrinnot be 'without. 
Yet if you shall not approve thereof your President ofiprs to take .them 
to his own account provided you will please to allow Km reasonable rent 
for the time they have been employed in .your service and give liifti leave 
hereafter to improve’ them to the -best' advantage. This offer of the 
President seems to have boon accepted. 


After its completion in 1676 this building seems to liave continued 
to be rented as a Court House till 1720. In 1720, part of the ' 
property of Ildma Edmilti, a large house and warehouses oconpj'ing 
the area*^ at the corner of Bazdr • Gate street and Dwtirkddas* lane, 
about rsO to 200 yards south of the site of the old Bazorr Gate, -was 
^Ychasea for Rs. *6000 and the Court and. Town Tvei'e xerooved to ' 
it. ^’hey fcontinued' to bo held in Edma Korndti's-buildings till in 1786 ‘ 
the ^urt wsw moved to'Hornby House, the present (1894) Great West- 

ceased to' be used: by Government- 
^ ® Honse'inBohoraBazdrs^eetis entoed 

m the Collectors records as the property of Shii-ji Dharamset who. 
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bad probably' purchased it after the dcatli of Governor Aungier in 
1G77. In 17-lS Anngier’s Court House was transferred by Shivji 
Dliammsct to Afulinmntad Safi in whose name it remained till in 
, lS08-t it wns transferred to Musa of Tellichorryj an ancestor of the 
“ present owner who had imrchased it in 1794. 

Tlie great fire of Fobruaty^ 1803 dcstT 05 'cd the Bazdr front or 
•ison portion of the building, the whole of which, since the transfer of 
■c Court House to Ilaztfr Gate street in 1720, had been used as a 
archoiisc. The Honourable Mr. Jonathan Duncan, then Governor, in a 
’ >Iemorandum on tlie Fire, records (Pub. Diar 3 ' 172 of 1803, 1071- 1074) 
tlrnt during the night of the 17th February tire front of the large 
riansion knorvn hj* the name of Muhammad Safi fell. By the 
consiaut npp1ic.ation of rvatcr to the embers the lire, beyond espeetation, 
was pievcnted from taking to the next house. Otherwise the conflagra- 
tion might have been considerably more destructive. The after-pait 
! ( t this house, ho .adds, which Im been purchased by Musa of Tellicherry, 
-till remains standing. It was filled with rice, sugar, and other 
■iticlcs, and during tlie forenoon of the lAtb Februarjr very much 
hrc.'itcncd destruction to the surrounding buildings, cspecjally as the 
compound was filled with two to three hundred planks As the 
I’urvoe that appeared on tire part of Mammy (Muta s had no 

mc.nns of icino>-ing tlie planks, all who would b^t the trouble of 
carry ing them were allowed to take them away, men the S'c^tor 
part of this combustible had been cleared. Mammy afoicsmd 
ijgcnl, who Iwd hilborto appeared to bo cciually rvrtbout the ^ 

' 'will to effect anything on his part, pretended that be had pt people 
to remove the remaining doals. This proring not to bo the c.ase as 
' « -certamed by Captain Brookes on the spot tlic yard was 

f thc plankl The mmaiumg danger of the fire was orci-come by 

he exertions of the n.avy, in the Admiral's presence. 

The eWemenl of We. 

ietails; No. 358 held by Muliammad Safi mth 

squaj-c yara'«nd.amikal of Es. olj. 4- the 

TIjc-c dct.aik of tmSOS conflagration seem to show that only 
BhW jSr rre.4 el .he Origie.1 Ml ™ S 

h.»ck jiait of this line of buildings .^,^’nndnavement of whoso 
jircscnt slate of the buildings the the original Court 

3808 the enclosure conhmied Ml of upper-storied bin dings 

1.S68 thoro weio the tp^y-anp 01 Pi, south-east 

' .S” Sd k.e«p of 

• . V 1000-8t 
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Jews. The west end of the square was filled with a row of bnildingg, ' 
And in the north-west of the square facing south was the Mdpla’g ' 
dwelling. A I'ow of upper-storied buildings facing east ran parallel to'' 
the west row separated from it by a narrow lane. In the centre of thf .‘j 
square the main block of upper-storied buildings lay noi cH and south. 

The TimeH of India of the 24th February 1868 describes how, ahontS 
one A.M. in the night of the 23rd February 1868, a fire broke out in 
dwelling in the ground floor of the building to the west of the maial 
central block. From the ground floor the tire spread to the upper flooi,? 
and from that passed to the main central block.- Two of the godowns j 
in the central block were filled noth boxes of brandy, which, taking fire, ' 
with lond explosions spread the conflagration so rapidly as tdr ^danger ‘ 
the whole neighbourhood. By thine o^olock in the morning, hut 
not until the buil din gs on the wnst and south-west of the enclosure 
had been destroyed. Wo band fire engines and one steam fire engine, ■ 
under the encigetic snperrision of Mr. Edginton the Deputy 
Superintendent of Police, gained a mastery over the flames. Outside of 3 
the enclosure, the tops of some of the houses to the north caught firer* 
but they suHcrcd no material damage. The roofs of tlic ranges of ’> 
buildings to tiio east and soutli-cast were crowded witli men who*- 
poui'cd water so freely tliat ihe dense masses of falling sparks failed'^ 
to ignite the roofe. By six q'elock in the morning the fire was 
completely got under. During the rest of the day the upstanding . 
portions of Sio burning buildings were demolished and the engines 
wore kept at work ■till a late hour on the heated ruins. Beside^ 
the two central ranges the w*est half of the south or Gunhow lane, 
front, the whole western row of houses, and the Mdpla's residence in 
the north-west corner wore dcstroj'ed. The only portions of the sir 
ranges 'which were saved were the eastern or Bobora BazSr face and iti , 
continuation wcstwaids along the eastern portion of tlic GunbowLane^ 
fi'ont. The aggregate loss was estimated at several Idklis of rupees. A 

These details of the 1868 fire show that the preffiiit'buildinggjufi'tfiS^ 
Mdpla For belong to three periods. The front part ea^ or , 

Bohoxa Bazdr street and south-east or GunbjjjjtJim^'Vango belong- j.to 
the early years of the present century. The rarviving porfions o- _ 
ori^nal jail and court honso of 1677 are the aSiiSef-or western f ace*'<iy 
. 'the east front j the shell of the main central ruin or court house j 1'.,^ 

■ open-air passages to the north .and -sonth j and tiro formdations a* ‘ - 
lower walls of the south-western gateway as well as of certain' of iLs 
western buildings. * Tlio tjpper portions of the West half of tiie Giinbow- 
Jjane front, the whole of the buildings in.tho west of the-epmosure, and , 
the dwelling or offioe in the north-west comer are later than 'the fire of - 
1868. , ^cso details seem to show that, the Bohora BazKr street froH^ 
- was ori^nally closed and that tlic central gateway was adcL5'd in ISOjl! 

. .Tire original entranfte seems to* he' the gateway at -the", routh-wo'^i 
comer of the enclosure. This gateway led to the west porch and ’> * 
a court-yard along whose wostciu limit ''stretched the warchonses and 
granaries for^com and -ammunition of Atmjgiev’s original design. , , Tliat ' 
-Aungierie fair commbn house ever rose.on tlic' top of these warehouses 
Moms doubtful.' . . a'- -t 
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Old ‘Woman’s Island. — ^Prom very shortly after the establish- 
ment oE British power in Bombay till the close of tiie eighteenth century 
the common name for Lower Coldba, that is for the part of Coldto 
nearest Bo'nba}', was Old AVomnn's Isknd. The eailiest reference that 
li.as been tn.ccU is Fryer’s who in 1673 (New Account, 67) mentions 
. the great hfalab-tr Point abutting against Old "Woman’s Island, A 
rudely carved red-smeared goddess, a venerable Portuguese dame, a 
wrinkled fate-reading fisherwoman, an antique mother of harlots have 
• nil Ijccn invenlcd to o.v:plain the name Old "Woman^s Island. The 
Poriaffneso seem to have known the island by no other name than 
Koluan the Noli hamlet. Tliis, by the dropping of the initial K, 
Dr. Gcr.'-on Da Cunha tliinlm the British sailor twisted into Olimn or 
Old Woman. In 3730 Grose (Voyage,!. 68) notices that the origin of 
the name Old ‘V\’'oman is unknown. A report on the fisher people of 
Bomba}’ in 1747 (Materials, 11. 147) contrasts the rates paid by the 
IColis of hloorj' (Jfori) in Tl’arli and by the AA’oomanys. This though 
evidently n refiBrcnco to the JBloIis of Coldba can hardly he a corruption 
of Old AVoonwnys. It suggests the Hindusldni Omani the common 
3’crsian and Arab name (compare Briggs’ Ferishta, I. 413) for the sea 
that washes ‘Vi'’cstorii India. It seems possible that as the fishera of 
JI<57."aon fish solely u-ithin harbour limits whfle the Ooldha fishMshaye 
. their“ slakes in the open sea, the Coldba Kolis were known as A1 Omanis 
the deep-sea fishei-s. It is somewhat against tins esplanation that no 
' memory of the use of such a name xcmmns. 


Parol.— Sec above Section I, page 595. 

^ "(■ S"Jj* tatke 

‘ in Ibis sin-tacpoUing rock. M om«m as thrusting 

" ’npening'’’ -You descend some steps |.},g fggt 

your hands in front yon ascend head F. difficult, sometimes 

are Hflcd from their last support tho ascent is very ditncui , 


i Bruco'H Ann.ilBi II. -*’■ . 1812. IBJC; Hindu Pantlicoii,_39o*o»<* 

* Gee Coptaiu Dicltinson s map ol 181 » ^ 
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it i*- 'llwi kint*<! t-» I-’- ilnM-jt 

nj'tvin. A!««vr«' tiiii* ' tfi-d j, ^ 

niju’riorp i» hull; t}irmir;li with nj-j-irt-rjl <*'•>. SliiMlji hJyjut 

(H)00-l*iTt') ivh<*i»«li‘i>-\cr 3 ' v.n' d'lttli,}* ist<l tojavi' lAtsd“*l nl 

mnl |n» hI thrtisijrh tli<* n-i:. t*i fr**- him fnc: iK: 

tinu>iliii;t p"C‘<‘riri* <>f tls'* Af/tili-K'n. Arj'rU 

(ICDO- i** snM t« Invc W-i!nl by .'■I'.'sith jjv 

tlicr li'dc ill t5i>' ri«'»:on MtslaUtt \VK-!i 1 1774-17>'0^ ta 

or Hnf;li«jiAllira<>lV'1»iva, »n fxiti’ fr.'Hi rn^its, ra MikLilitr 

liill in n li'rty Ioiht stniN' h'fn<iVi-4, !.•• ^■s'-vtJy j»:. »-,{ tljrviei; 4 *,^^ 
li*dy fU»rt to rM if th- iU-In' k-lirjnjrtnif of hi* 

intirilorcil jirpliyv/ NdRly.inrao.* 

is'i-nr til" L'ic!;y Ur»'l:» <*i>T-tin*.;i'^, ary tlmmiM rtH 

ft ratli*’r«*li*}".\nt U‘{nj>1**.* It in*\i4 utt!« j>rw>’«l iiity In L;m< i«iA 
tiji with j^iinji i\vit‘T by tl»>* v.ln!*' {I-os^ltiy v.‘a^ uno-'r th‘’irj 

Hat;. I'rajjntfnt'* of ttoll-h'’n5i ntv r'.iil t" I"-; fnvr 

ftjid ftrotiful it.i jil.’ Ii^viitn n vaii"fy of •- ".Iptnofi i.t: tl.'-;? 

nirf.ir>\ Mnti}' of th<* mot rt-nt-i hivi' I--* n laWs-ft t.ilr-lp 

tlio motion in »li" Ki-i>rlA»-Mrin<; l-a-stifnl l5r;'4im.i« vi}l;.;o* » t it*! 
tank and toinpb". lu t th" lito i S*'*:!'*. b-t mv-b r 

j;r<‘Uiiil ho fniitttl, n i;«r 4 mntilatril. tlio triforii^ Kiyvl mIsMi 
i'. Iho ivntral irull'tiiro in lUi-jihanta. Tin* K -a-i R*>v'i*. tw f^.*, 
Fnitaw and oij'ht*^ !* inoho • thiok. Thr ft"tit f.u v* i- llrahtns, on hi< rj"Kt 
Jjliiv, to liN l<>ft Vidinii, Ti<o*trm.< i- in th-* India Atnvtifiv 

It i« |iiclan*<l lit jilato J»l of Mooic*« I'antli^m. ^ ^ ^ 

Anothor ftono ivhMi jmihfthly Nd.ino. -1 to (h? f-hri C5*.i{s‘U 
i« ft woU'i'arviHl HfK'‘h*Xt?r.i\'an, thit i* Nnrayaii T<tfifci<t|| jrn ••i''Tri 
liv the h t nako. It ii f - t nn th-* jtro’ind thl t;r*t or 

lll:'ln.•^l l»a"Si;c that th«t\n t>< Witlho hvar xiUiiTy. 
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